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HE Hundred of Martock, lying in the ſouthern part of the county, conſiſts 
of a ſingle pariſn of its name, which is derived from Mart, an abbre- 
viation of Market, and Nc, the Saxon word for an oak, which laſt 
| comes from Eycke, a term uſed for that ſpecies of tree by the Belge, the 

ancient inhabitants of theſe parts. The meaning of this deriyation is ſuppoſed to be, 

that in former times, in the town of Martock, on the ſpot where the market-hall now 

ſtands, a mart was held for goods brought from Muchelney and other places, under a 

remarkable old oak, which being decayed about two centuries ago, the inhabitants had 

it in contemplation to plant another in its ſtead, in order to commemorate this ruſtick 


habitude of traffick. 


Nor without reaſon:—Our Belgick anceſtors held the oak in the utmoſt veneration 
not only their publick buſineſs was tranſacted, and their ſeminaries trained, under its 
ſhadows;* but their prieſts the Druids were denominated from it,* and celebrated 
their orgies under its ſolemn bowers; their miſſeltoe, poſſeſſing fuch egregious virtues, 
was produced from it; and its branches furniſhed fuel for their ſacrifices. 


„See the Maximy of the Druids in Gollut, Rapin, and other writets.. 
| we > Derwoitn, a Society of Men celebrating the Oak. 8 
Vol. III. Hh A gs N It 
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1 merits FB that there is within the Units of this hundred a et of the 


name of Hurſt, which itſelf ſignifies a wood, or grove; but which was anciently termed 


Achelai, or the, place of oaks, a circumſtance additionally evincing the quantity of that 
kind of wood with which this country once abounded. Nor is it to be doubted, but 


that in this ſpot, ſurrounded by venerable oaks, thoſe horrid yet ſolemn rites were 


anciently practiſed, which, though the rudeſt repreſentation of divine obſervance, could 
draw together the wiſeſt devotees from the moſt diſtant regions. 5 


With regard to the more modern hiſtory of this diſtrict, there is but little memor- 
able. It formerly belonged to the crown 2 England, on paſſed by ro to the lords 
of i its principal manor, MARTock. 


M A R T O C K 
TS a large pleaſant market-town, ſituated in the centre of, and about ſeven or * 
miles diſtant from the towns of Somerton, Crewkerne, Yeovil, and Langport. The 
market is held twice a week, on Wedneſday and Saturday; proviſions of all ſorts are 
plentiful, and the town ſupplied with every convenience. At the junction of three 
turnpike-roads near the middle of the town is a neat market-houſe erected by Mr. 
Slade, lord of the manor, with an aſſembly- room over it, and underneath are the 


butchers' ſnambles. Near this market-houſe ſtands a handſome fluted column, with a 
dial, being a model of the famous pillar of da now in the court at Wilton-houſe, 


the ſeat of the Earl of Pembroke. 


The pariſh of Martock is very extenſive, 1 is vided into nine 1 viz. 


1. MarTocx, containing the church, and 102 houſes. 
2. Hvxsr, ſituated ſouth, 54 houſes. 
3. Bowts-HewrTox, ſouth, 40 houſes. 
4. Mil rox, eaſt, 22 houſes. 
5. W1TCOMBE, ſoutheaſt, 1 3 houſes. 
6. Asn, ſoutheaſt, 34 houſes. | 
7. Coar, northweſt, 44 houſes. 
8. STAPLETON, north, 22 houſes. | 
9. Loap, or Loxc-Loa, north, 46 houſes and a WY 


There is alſo a ſmall place near Buckland St. Mary, conſiſting of three farms, which 
belongs to the hundred of Martock, and to the tithing of Coat, in which theſe eſtates 


are charged to the land-tax, and the RE are liable to be ſummoned upon juries 
| here. 
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here. Theſe lands pay tithes to the vicar of Martock, and tithing weight to the lord 
of this manor; but pay all parochial rates at Buckland St. Mary. It is likewiſe 
| obſervable, that part of the tithings' of Hurſt and Bower-Henton is called to this day 


Newton, which probably might have been in former times a diſtin: tithing, but is now 
blended with the others, 


The whole number of houſes in a this pariſh i is three hundred and . and of inha- 
bitants nearly two thouſand. | 


The ſituation is not ſo pleaſant as that of many other 8 being ws flat, and 
woody, except towards the ſouth. The ſoil is heavy, and principally clay. The lands 
are about half arable; the crops chiefly wheat, beans, and flax. The wood is chiefly 
oak and elm; of the latter great abundance. There are ſome curious polypodies and 
moſſes; but few plants that-merit attention. The river Parret runs along the ſouth- 
welt ſide of the pariſh, dividing it from South-Petherton and Kingſbury; and the Yeo 
waſhes the north ſide of it, and empties itſelf into the Parret a few miles below; whence 
they conjointly direct their waters towards Bridgwater and the Briſtol Channel. Both 
rivers contain eels, pike, roach, dace, and gudgeons ; and in the Parret are fine trout. 
A large royalty on both belongs to the lord of the manor of Martock. The county 
bridge called Petberton-Bridge, croſſes the Parret on the Weſt, whence there is a turn- 
pike-road throughout the pariſh to Load. bridge, which croſſes the river Yeo on the 
north; theſe bridges being five miles diſtant, There is alſo another county bridge over 
the Parret, called Galbridge, which divides the hundreds of Martock and Kingfbury. - 
Being thus incloſed by theſe two rivers, and contiguous to the demeſnes of the famous 
-monaſtery of Muchelney, this territory was ſometimes called in old records Mertok in 
the iſland of Muchelney, and Mertok inter aqua; by which laſt it is diſtinguiſhed in a 
charter of John de Fieules, lord of this manor in the time of Edw. II. 


Martock was one of thoſe large manors which were poſſeſſed by Edith, the Queen 
of Edward the Confeſſor. She was daughter of Goodwin, duke of the Weſt-Saxons 
and earl of Kent. Her mother was Githa, the ſiſter of Sweyn the younger, King of 
Denmark. She died in 1074, and was buried near her huſband in Weſtminſter- abbey. 
Some years before her death, the intruſion of William the Conqueror had ſtript her and 
her brother Harold of their poſſeſſions, and this manor remained in King William's. 
hands when the general ſurvey was compiled; the e account of this . and 
its appendages is therein given: 


© The King holds Mxroch. There are e hides. In the time of King 
« Edward it gelded for thirteen hides. The arable is forty carucates. Thereof in 
ce demeſne are eight hides, and there are three aarucates, and ſix ſervants, and fourteen 
« coliberts, and ſixty-five villanes, and twenty-three cottagers, with twenty-eight 
e ploughs. There are two mills of thirty-five ſhillings rent, and fifty acres of meadow. 
« Paſture one mile long, and as much broad. Wood one mile long, and two furlongs 


© broad. A fiſhery pays five ſhillings. ' It yields ſeventy pounds by tale, ang one 
te hundred ſhillings more, if Biſhop Walchel would give in his verdict. 


« To this manor are added three hides. Theſe were held by three thanes in the | 
ec time of King Edward IT hey pay to Mertoch four 8 and ten ſhillings. 
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From this minor is talten one hide, and one virgate of land in Conrons.  Anſger 
< [the king's cook] holds it. The arable is two carucates. © Four hochagers! have there 
ce one plough. It was worth fifty ſhillings, now thirty ſhillings, 


<« From the ſaid manor is taken away a hide and a half. Aluric holds it, and it is 
ce worth forty ſhillings.“ “ 


Shortly after, King William the Conqueror gave this manor, - which comprized moſt 
of the lands in Martock, Coat, Henton, Hurſt, and Newton, and part of Stapleton, 
Witcomb, and Aſh, to Euftace earl of Bulloigne i in Picardy, annexing it to the honour 


of Bulloigne, to be held by the ſaid Euſtace and his fucceffors in the male line for 


ever. Which Euſtace married Goda, fiſter by the father's ſide to Edward the 
Confeſſor, and by her was father of Godfrey de Bulloigne, a famous champion in the 
wars of Paleſtine. To him fucceeded William earl of Bulloigne, who gave this 
manor in fee to his ſon Faramuſius de Bulloigne,* whoſe ſole heireſs Sibilla, ſometimes 
ſurnamed de Tyngrie, was married to Ingelram de Fieules, whoſe poſterity wrote them- 


ſelves Fienes, and were progenitors of the Fienes Barons W and Barons Say 
and Sele. 


This Ingelram de n had iſſue William de F jeules his fon 3 heir, who, in the 
8th year of King John, obtained the king's mandate to the ſheriff of this county, to 
make livery to him of this manor, to which his mother Sibill had quitted claim in open 
court. He died 25 Honey: | III. and was ſucceeded by at his fon, who the ſame 
year had livery of his lands. 


Which Ingelram de Fieules, the ſecond of that name, was a knight, and bore a great : 
ſhare in all the troubles and complicated ſcenes of confuſion which obſcured the reign 
of Henry III. to whom he was immutably attached, and at the memorable battle of | 
Eveſham diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the royal cauſe. He died about 51 Henry III. 


To him ſucceeded another William de Fieules, who 54 Henry III. preparing for 
his journey to the Holy Land, conſtituted William de Amneſe his attorney, to tranſact 


all buſineſs for him in his abſence; empowering at the ſame time Reginald de Fieules 
his brother, to appoint any other attorney for him during the ſpace of five years. 
10 Edw. I. he was with the King in Wales in the expedition againſt Llewellyn; and 


aa of the ſame reign, had ſummons to equip himſelf with horſe and arms to attend the 
King at Portſmouth, preparatively to failing 1 into Gaſcoigne. He died 30 Edw. I. 
leaving John de Fieules his ſon and heir. | 


The faid John de Fieules, 13 Edw. II. paid ten 3 for his relief of this manor. 
He alſo was engaged in the French wars; and bore on his ſeal three lions rampant. 
He left iſſue a ſon of his own name, who. with his wife Iſabella are found to be poſſeſſed 
of this manor 5 Edw. III. then holding it of the King in chief by knight's ſervice." 
Shortly after which it was confiſcated to the crown, and given by King Edw. IIL in 
the 14th year of his reign to William de Montacute earl of Sarum, who died ſeized of 
the ſame 18 Edw. III. | 


+ Lib, Domeſday. » Cart, Anti, « Cart. 48 Hen III. m. g. per inſpex.. / | © Rot, Claus. 8 Joh, 
* Rot. Pip, 13 Edw, II, Seals from ancient Deeds, EF. Cart. 14 Ed. III. m.47. Eſe. 
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From which William de Montacute this manor deſcended to another William,* who 
gave the royalty of certain lands in Martock to Thomas Hobbes, clerk, and his heirs; 
and after him to Sir John de Montacute, who being attainted, the manor of Martock 
came again to the crown, and was granted to John Beaufort marquis of Dorſet, whoſe 
| deſcendants ſometime enjoyed the ſame; and after them it was poſſeſſed by Henry 
Stafford duke of Buckingham, by whoſe attainder in 1483 it again lapſed to the crown, 
and was retained there till the reign of King James I. who gave it in fee to Lord 
Morly Monteagle, as a reward for his diſcovery of the gunpowder plot, in the year 
16056. Which ſaid Lord Morly fold the reverſion in fee of ſeveral large farms here to 
upwards of fixty of his tenants, and in the year 1637 ſold the manor to William Strode, 
of Burrington, eſq; in whoſe family it continued till June 20, 1728, when, after. a great 
number of other eſtates being ſold off, the remainder was diſpoſed of to Zachary Bayly, - 
of Bowlin, eſq; who diſpoſed of other lands to the amount of upwards of five thouſand 
pounds to ſuch tenants as were inclined to purchaſe; and, on the 1oth of April 1759, 
fold the remaining part of the 'manor to Meſſrs. Henry and John Slade of Aſh, of 
whom Henry the elder brother dying without iſſue, it became ſolely veſted in George 
the eldeſt ſon of John Slade, who is the preſent poſſeſſor. 


The old manſion-houſe of the Fieules and Montacutes was moated round, and the 
walls embattled and crenellated. Its ſcite occupies the ſpace of two acres. Nothing 
remains thereof, faving a double-arched ſtone- bridge over the moat, which ſerved as 
the principal entrance. In emptying the moat ſome years ago there were found ſeveral 
cannon ſhot, the offspring probably of Cromwell, or ſome of his coadjutors. 


A family denominated from the place held lands in Martock of its principal lords; 
of whom were Roger, Stephen, William, and Peter de Mertok. 7 Edw. II. Peter the 
ſon of William de Mertok, who was outlawed for felony, held two ſhares of a meſſuage, 
twenty-ſeven acres of arable land, ſixteen acres of meadow, and eight ſhillings and 
three-pence rent in Martock of John de Fieules; and the faid premiſes were in the 
King's hand for a year and a day." ts | 

We ſhall now deſcend to the other ancient property contained within this pariſh. 
The manor of Mil rox was held in the Conqueror's days by Walter de Dowai, as 
appears from the following record: 


ce Richard holds of Walter, MippeLToONE. Elwacre held it in the time of King 
* Edward, and gelded for one hide and a half. The arable is two carucates. There 
te are three villanes having one plough. It is and was worth twenty-five ſhillings.” 


| This manor was held of the lords of Martock by the family of Fauconbergh or Fal- 
conbridge, by the ſervice of the fourth part of a knight's fee, and from them it acquired 
the name of Milton-Falconbridge, This family was originally from France, and came 


> Extenta ibidem faQs-menſe Septembris anno regni regis Edwardi tercii poſt conqueſtum XIII. per ſa- 
cramentum tocius homagii jure coram Ricardo Horne extenditore, quorum quilibet ſeparatim per ſe redditus et 
ſervicia ſua recognovit, ac poſtmodum omnes ſimul con juncti et onerati dicebant, quod dominus Willelmus de 
Monteacuto, Comes Sarum, tenet manerium iſtud de rege in capite, ſicut patet in carta ipſius. > 
| Pat. 18 Ric. II. p. 1. m. 1. = Eſc, * Lib. Domeſday. | 

| 8 N | | ; thence 
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thence into this country ſoon after the Conqueſt. The firſt that appeaxs upon record 


is Peter de Falkeberge, ſon of Agnes de Arches, foundreſs of the houſe of nuns at Nun- 


EKelling in Holderneſs.* By Beatrice his wife he left iſſue three ſons, William, Walter, 

and Stephen, of whom Walter married Agnes daughter and coheireſs of Simon Fitz- 
Simon, and by her was father of Peter de Fauconbergh, who in the time of King John 
took part with the rebellious barons, and thereupon his lands were ſeized; but after- 
wards reſtored. Which Peter was father of Walter de Fauconbergh, who, by Agnes his 
wife one of the daughters and coheirs of Peter de Brus, had iſſue ſeven ſons, of whom 
Peter was ſettled at this place in the time of Edw. II. In the 8th year of the ſucceed- 
ing reign, Maud de Fauconbergh, (probably widow of this Peter) was lady of the manor 


of Milton, and then gave the manor of Hardington-Wytenine to William de Durnford 


for life.” Milton was then held of John de Fieules lord of Martock, by the ſervice of 
the fourth part of one Knight's fee. 23 Edw. III. another Peter de Fauconbergh held 
the manor of Milton-Fauconbergh of William de Montacute earl of Sarum, as of his 


manor of Martock by knight's ſervice, He was the laſt of the name that poſſeſſed . 
this eſtate: for at his death, the year abovementioned, Thomas Lotterel his couſin was 


found heir to his poſſeſſions.* They bore for their arms three lions paſſant.” After this 
the manor of Milton reverted to the crown, and was annexed to the dutchy of Cornwall, 
to which it now belongs, being parcel of the poſſeſſions of the Prince of Wales. 


The manor of Asn, AsH-BULLEYN, and Pykx's-Asn, ſo termed from the Earls of 


Bulloigne its ancient, and the Pykes its more recent poſſeſſors, has this deſcription in 
the Norman record: * 


ce Anſger holds of the Earl Morton] i in Alssꝝ one hide. Briſtuin held it in the 


« time of King Edward. The arable is one carucate, held by two villanes. There 
eis one acre of meadow, and two acres of coppice wood. It was and is worth ten 
« ſhillings,” 

After the Earls of Bulloigne, the family of Camme were lords of this hamlet. By 
an inquiſition taken 34 Edw. I. it was found that Herbert de Camme held the manor 
of Aſh of Baldwin de Champflower, by the ſervice of the eighth part of a knight's fee; 

and that Margery and Joan de Camme his ſiſters were his next heirs 23 Edw. I. 
Peter de Fauconbergh held one meſſuage, and one- yard-land in Aſh, of William de 
Montacute earl of Sarum, as of his manor of Martock, by the ſervice of finding the 
churchwardens of the pariſh of Martock three lamps to burn in the pariſh church four 
times a year. He alſo held one meſſuage and twenty acres of land in Lade, or Load, 
of the King.“ 8 Henry VI. Richard Payely, citizen and grocer of London, releaſed 

to Hugh Kenne, Agnes his wife, and William their ſon, all his right in the manors of 

Aſh-Boleyne and Witcombe, with all lands and tenements in the hundred of Martock.* 
And 9 Henry VI. Hugh Pike releaſed to the ſaid Hugh Kenne, his wife, and ſon, all 
his right in the lands and tenements in Aſh and Witcombe, which were formerly the 
ſaid Richard Pavely's. 8 Edw. IV. William Kenne held of the lords of Martock 
fiftecen meſſuages, two carucates of arable land, forty Acres of meadow, and _ 


* Dugd. Bar. ii, 3. Ing. ad quod damnum, © * Eſc, „ Seals from! ancient Desde. 
Lib. Domeſday, Eſe. v Ibid, Rot. Claus, 8 Hen. VI. 7 Rot. Claus. 9 Hen. VI. 
| | | . acres 
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acres of Padre, in Aſh-Boleyne and Witcombe, and was ſucceeded in that property by 
Anthony Kenne his ſon and heir.“ The family of Pyke, or Pike, were the next poſſeſſors 
of this place. William Pike, of Pike's-Aſh, married Alice the daughter of Thomas 
Bowring, eſq; of Bowring's-Leigh in the county of Devon, and had iſſue Robert 
Pike his ſon and heir; who 22 Henry VIII. held two meſſuages, three hundred acres 
of arable; and ten acres of meadow in Witcombe, within the lordſhip of Pike's-Aſh; 
and five meſſuages, one hundred acres of arable, thirty acres of paſture, and fix acres 
of wood, with its appertenances in Milton within the ſaid lordſhip or manor; as alſo ſix 
meſſuages, two hundred acres of arable, twenty-four acres of paſture, four acres of 
meadow, with appertenances, and paſture for twenty oxen, in Aſh; and eleven acres of 
arable, and eight acres of paſture in Pyxz-Ham within the faid manor. And likewiſe 
a piece of meadow there called Three Swatbis of the King as of his manor of Martock.* 
To which Robert Pike ſucceeded Thomas his fon and heir, who by Mary, daughter of 
John Stawel of Cothelſton, had ifſue Elizabeth married to James Leigh, othetwiſe 
Reynolds, who diſſipated the eſtate. Sir William Pole* ſays, that there was a title ſet 
on foot that Thomas Pike abovementioned, the father of Elizabeth, ſhould have alſo a 
ſon, called Stephen, long time concealed, and never known to his ſuppoſed father, or 


publickly to any other, before all Pike's land was ſold. Pike” s-Aſh now ng to the 
family of Napier of Tintinhull. 


A little to the northweſt of Aſh is SrAPLETOx, which for a di of ſucceſſions 
belonged to the family of St. Clare, or de Santo Claro. 6 Henry III. Robert de St. 
Clare held of the King in chief ten pounds a year of land in Stapleton, by the ſervice 
of finding an armed ſervant with an horfe in the king's army for forty days at his own 
_ coſts." He was ſucceeded by his ſon Robert, who 7 Henry III. paid ten marks for his 

relief of the land which he held here of the king by ſerjeanty. T his Robert died 2 
Edw. II. being then certified to hold the manor of Stapleton of the crown in capite by 
the ſervice of holding a towel before the Queen at the feaſts of Eaſter, Whitſuntide, 
and Chriſtmas, and likewiſe at the King's coronation.” Robert de St. Clare, his 
grandſon, ſucceeded to the manor of Stapleton, of which he died ſeized 10 Edw. III. 
leaving iſſue another Robert his ſon and heir.“ Which laſt-mentioned Robert held 
only a molery of this manor, of which he died ſeized 33 Edw. III. and was ſucceeded - 
by Richard his ſon and heir.” The other moiety was held, 42 Edw. III. by Ralph 
Seyncler (as the name was ſometimes written) who died without iſſue, as did alſo the 
abovementioned Richard and Margaret his wife ; upon which the manor reverted to 
Robert de St. Clare, a couſin of the abovementioned lords, who died 46 Edw. III. and 
' Sibill his wife had an aſſignment of the third part of this manor for her dower; re- 
mainder to Sir William Bonville, knt. and his heirs. 9 Hen. IV. Sir William Bonville 
held a moiety of the manor of Stapleton, and a meſſuage and one carucate of land in 
' Martock, called Sayes-Place, (from the family of Say) of the Earl of Somerſet." At 
this time there was a chapel in Stapleton, which ſeems to have been built by one of the 
St. Clares. It was ſubſervient to the church of Martock, but has long ſince been 
deſtroyed; and nothing further appears memorable of it or the place itſelf. 


„ Bſe, * Sir William Pole's Survey of Devon, * Eſc. * Survey of Devon. 4 Plac. Coron. Somerl. 
* Rot. Pip. 7 Hen. III. R. » Ibid. mid. Cart. Antqg, * Eſc. The 
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The hamlet of HunsT was, as has been before obſerved, more e e 
Acbelai, and is thus briefly mentioned in Domeſday-Book: 5 


ce Alured himſelf Ii. e. Alured De Iſpania] had Aen. Alwi held it in the 
« time of King. Edward. This is added to Mertoch, che King's manor, and is worth 


fifty ſhillings per annum.“ 


There was an eſtate in the pariſh of Martock, pA air formerly to the KI priory 
of St. Michael's Mount in Cornwall, a cell to the abbey of St. Michael in Periculo 


Maris in Normandy; on the ſuppreſſion of which, it was granted, with the reſt of its 


poſſeſſions, to the abbey of Sion in Middleſex. Theſe lands were called Prior's-Lands, 
and on this account it has been ſurmiſed by ſome, but erroneouſly, that, there was a 
priory in-Martock, and the name indeed occurs in a grant of King Henry VIII. made 
in the 34th year of his reign, to Humphry Colles, of lands in Coar lately belonging to 
the abbey of Sion, as of the priory of Martock. 3 and 4 Philip and Mary, theſe 


lands were the property of Mrs. Mary Buckland, whoſe deſcendants . the os: 
and were ſeated at Stanley in the county of Wilts, 


The church of Martock was anciently divided into the following portions, viz, 


The portion of the treaſurer of Wells, fifty marks. 

The portion of the prior de Periculo Maris in the ſame, forty marks. 
The portion of the prior of Merton [in Surrey] in the ſame, four marks, 
The vicar of the ſame, one hundred ſhillings.” 


'The treaſurerſhip of Wells was erected in the year 113 5. The Rev. Paul ws 
Snow, A. M. is the preſent treaſurer, and as ſuch is the impropriator and patron of 


this living, which is a vicarage in the deanery of Ilcheſter. The Rev. Nicholas Baker 


is the preſent incumbent. 


A.D. 17 33, the vicarage of Martock was {he with lands. of 4.30l. value, 
whereof was given 200l. by Queen Anne's bounty; the Rev. Mr. Cooke of Thorn- 
combe, 1901.; other benefactors, 1301.“ 


6 Henry IV. Sir Peter Courtney, Ent. held a ' moiety of the _ tithes of this pariſh, 
as parcel of the alien priory of Otterington i in n Wm ane was a = to 
Mount St. Michael in Normandy.” | 


A chantry was founded in the church of Martock 18 Edw. II. by "=P Say, who 
then had licence from the King to give one toft, and twenty acres of land in Martock - 
to a chaplain to celebrate divine ſervice in the church of Martock, for the ſoul of the 
ſaid John every day for ever.” After the diſſolution of chantries, King Edw. VI. in the 
4th year of his reign, granted the ſaid chantry, with its capital meſſuage, and the farm 
or manor of Bradford-Bryan, and other lands thereto belonging, to the governors of 
Sherborne ſchool in the county of Dorſet. The chantry-houſe is ſtill ſtanding. 


* Lid, Domeſday, | daun nen. foes: prom 
| ese, ur. 18 Ed, H. a. 2. | 
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The church is dedicated to All-Saints; and is a ſpacious and elegant Gothiek ſtruc- 
ture, built of Ham-hill ſtone, 150 feet long, and 62 feet wide; conſiſting of a nave, 
chancel, north and ſouth ailes, and porch. At the weſt end is a well-built embattled 
tower of excellent maſonry, go feet high, with a handſome braſs weathercock, a clock, 
and five large bells. The nave roof is 46 feet high, ſupported by fourteen light elegant 
Pillars; the centres of the arches are ornamented with cherubims diſplaying the armorial 
ſhields of ſeveral ſuppoſed benefactors to this church. Over theſe pillars, between the 
windows in the upper range, are Gothick niches, in which are paintings of the apoſtles. 
The roof is boarded between the rafters, which are richly embelliſhed with ornamental 
carving and cherubic buſts, &c. This roof being lately repaired, among the carved 
work taken down was a board dated 1513, which is ſtill preſerved; but from the general 
" ſtile of the building, and other circumſtances, it does not appear to be the original date 
of the church; probably only of a new roof erected at that time. The chancel and 
part of each aile are ſeparated from the reſt of the church by a ſuperb open-work Gothick 
ſcreen of fourteen arches, ſupporting an enriched cornice of excellent carving and in 
fine preſervation. Over this ſcreen is a rood-loft, 30 feet long, and 17 feet wide. 
Here are four doors, and thirty-five large windows, all of crown glaſs, except five in 
the chancel. Theſe windows were formerly painted with various arms, and other orna- 
ments; a head of King Edward VI. ftill remains. This church has lately been new 
pewed in a very handſome manner, the number of pews being 104. A very handſome 
new organ, erected at the expence of the inhabitants, over the entrance into the belfry, 
adds greatly to the dignity of this church. Under this organ is a gallery for the ſingers, 
which has a neat wainſcot front, ſupported by four fluted pillars of the Tuſcan order. 
In the centre of the church is a large braſs chandelier with twenty-four ſockets, The 
pulpit and reading-deſk are of fine pannelled wainſcot, and very handſome. In the 
chancel are ſeveral ſtalls with ſeats which let down in the ſame manner as thoſe 
in cathedrals, this being formerly a choir; and mention is made of Queen Elizabeth 
allowing ten FROms a year for the purpoſe of inſtructing four boys in writing and 

finging. 
The vicars choral of Wells cathedral have ſeveral eſtates in this pariſh. 


But what renders this church a ſubje& of general admiration, is an elegant ſuperb 
altar-piece in ſtucco plaiſter, erected at the ſole expence of John Butler, eſq; as a teſti- 
mony of his regard and affection for the church and place of his nativity. This gen- 
tleman reſided many years in the colony of Nova-Scotia in North-America, where he 
had the honour to be appointed by his Majeſty” 8 ſpecial mandamus one of his privy- 
council in that province. 


In the north wall of the chancel is a lte pyramidical mural monument of 
white and black marble, on which is a very elegant feſtooned alabaſter urn, with fine 
flowing drapery. On the tablet is the following inſcription: 


N dar this place lie the remains of Harriot Leighton, widow of Herbert Leighton, 
eſq; a faithful follower in ſimplicity and godly fincerity of the meek and lowly Jeſus, 
who having for many years adorned the doctrine of Gop' her Saviour in all things, 
more eſpecially in his humble and fervant-like * entered into the full N E 
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the glory purchaſed for her by the blood of her crucified Redeemer, the 15th of Joly - 
1782, aged 57 years. The Rev. Francis dee erects this monument to the me- 
mory of the beſt of mothers.” a 


| In the weſt end of the ſouth aile is a handſome mural monument of white marble, 
n 5 | | having an arched cornice, with three urns, ſupported by two round columns of the 
1 | 5 Tuſcan order, and this inſcription: « Near this place lie the bodies of John Rue, 
=. |. of Coate, gent. and nine of his children, whom he had by Hannah his wife, daughter of 
= | Juohn Goodden of Bowerhenton, gent. with whom he lived happily many years, and 
1 5 | who in due regard to their dear memory erected this monument. He died the 26th 

, | 5 of December 1747, aged 47. Hannah Rue, the worthy widow, died the 18th of 
$ | | January 1782, aged 77, and lies buried near the remains of her huſband and children.” 


| At the eaſt end of the north aile is a neat mural monument of marble, inſcribed, — 
« Underneath is interred the body of the Rev. Thomas Bowyer, A. M. fifty-five years 
vicar of this pariſh; a man of diſtinguiſhed piety and learning, great knowledge in the 
Holy Scriptures, and their beſt interpreters, the ancient fathers; an able zealous teacher 
of the goſpel; in life and doctrine a rare example of primitive Chriſtianity; he ſtrictly 
obſerved the feaſts and faſts of the church; the holy euchariſt he celebrated monthly; 
by a peculiar addreſs in catechiſing children every week, he gave edifying leſſons to all 
his hearers; the vigilant paſtor, viſiting from houſe to houſe, exhorted, comforted, 
relieved, his numerous flock, at once a leader and a pattern. In meekneſs, ſelf-denial, 
and ſubmiſſion to Gop's will, he followed the ſteps of his great Maſter. Bold in re- 
buking vice, he feared Gop only; he ſpoke evil of no one; the tenth part of his income 
he devoted to charitable uſes. For the maintenance of God's houſe, and the offices 
h : thereof, by his intereſt and benevolence, he augmented this and two other ſmall livings. 
= | Generations to come may call him bleſſed, for that happy propoſal to the public which 
= | | gave birth to infirmaries in this kingdom. In other learned and pious works of his 
9 | | pen, being dead, he yet ſpeaketh; his whole life was the trueſt comment on his laſt 
= | words, © Do all the good you can.” How dear a bleſſing he was in the relation of 
1 „ huſband, father, friend, is engraved elſewhere. He was a deſcendant of Sir John 
| Bowyer, of Knipperſly in the county of Stafford. Died June 29th, 1763, in the 79th 
year of his age. Erected by his affectionate widow, daughter of the late Reverend, 
learned, and pious Mr. Norris. The worthy widow died Feb. 16, 1768, aged 78, 


whoſe remains lie by thoſe of her huſband * Arins, W a lion MO between 
three croſs croſlets fitchee gules. 


On a braſs Plate at the eaſt end of the chancel “ Exuvir Georgi Biſſe, gen. 
qui probitate & animi candore, de · omnibus bene meruit; et Mariæ conjugis præcha- 


riſſime, et uſq; ad mortem fidelis marito, piæ, caſtz, amabilis, moribuſque ſuaviſſimis 
ornatæ, ſubtus conduntur. 


Ille nat. 24 Oct. 1634, 


| 10 Jan, 1702. 
' Ulla nat. 24 Sept. 1647, | Conjugat. 9 J 5397 . 1668; Ove 5 9 Nov. 1685. 


Unus erat thalamus vivis, unumque ſepulchrum 
Jam tenet hos, vinxit quos nuper unus amor.” 


en SRI 


At 


E. 
e 
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At the ſouth corner of the communion rails is a ſtone, thus inſcribed, »— Here 
lieth the body of Amos Eford, late vicar of this pariſh for the ſpace of forty-ſix years, 
who died the 11th day of May 1625, whoſe ſoul, our hope is, liveth- with Gop; for 
Chriſt is to me life, and death is to me advantage; for I am in a A 47 
having a deſire to depart and to be with Chriſt, which is far better,” 


« Mr. John Goodden, of Bowerhenton, who died March 10, 1721, aged 23, by his 
will gave eleven acres and a half of land, be it more or leſs, lying in Martock fields, 
the profits of which to be diſtributed in loaves every Sunday for ever to the poor of 
Henton, Hurſt, and Martock, at the diſcretion of the miniſter and churchwardens for 


the time being. — Caſt thy bread- upon the waters, and thou ſhalt find it after many 
days. #ccl. 1 


Robert Goodden, of Compton-Houſe i in the county of Dorſet, eſq; the repreſentative 
of the abovementioned John Goodden of Bowerhenton, eſq; poſſeſſes very conſiderable 
eſtates in this pariſn. His arms are, Azure, on a bend W two demi-lions ram- 
pant eraſed, or, three lozenges vaire, gules and argent. 


A. D. 1661. William Strode, eſq; lord of the manor of Martock, founded a gram- 
mar- ſchool here, and endowed it with a good houſe and garden; and twelve pounds a 


year to be paid out of the manor for ever, which ſalary Mr. Bayly, a ſubſequent lord 
of the manor, advanced to fifteen pounds per annum and upwards, 


That eminent grammarian and ſchool-maſter, Thomas Farnaby, author of notes 


upon moſt of the ancient Latin poets, &ee. ſometime kept a ſchool with good reputa- 
tion in the town of Martock. | 
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In the churchyard is the effigies in 7 of a female, ſuppoſed to be one of the 
* Fieules' family; there were ſeveral others, but they have long ſince been removed. 


LONGLOAD TITHING 


Conſiſts of a ſtraggling ſtreet, about half a mile in length, and fituated three miles north- 
eaſt from Martock church, and four miles ſouthweſt from Somerton, in the turnpike- - 
road between thoſe towns. The number of houſes is forty-ſix, moſt of which are built 
of a kind of ſtone like that raiſed at Kenton and Kingweſton, and covered with thatch. 


In former times this place was called Lade, and La Lade, from the Saxon Lade, 


which ſignifies a ſtream or torrent, it being ſituated on the river FR which here 
forms a very conſiderable channel. 


In the time of Henry III. Sabina the widow of Hear ae Urtiaco, lord of the 
manor of Curry-Rivel, by deed without date, gave all her lands in this place to Robert 


Corbyn,* From which time it was held of the manor of Martock. A 9 de 
Lade occurs witneſs to a charter of one of the Fieules.* i 


The chapel is a ſmall ruinous building, fifty-three feet long, and ſeventeen wide, 


with a wooden turret at the weſt end containing a clock and two bells. Here is a ſmall 


antique pulpit, a gallery, and ten pews. 


8 Cary r . d +. | Cart. Antiq. N in 
2 N 
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In the north 3 is the following inſcription “ A. D. 1733. This chapel of 
Load was augmented with lands of 400l. value, whereof were given _ 4 8 
bounty 200l. Wincheſter college 211. Martock pariſh 1791. 


-« The deſign of the pariſh in contributing was, that the ſucceeding vicars might 
Wehe that there might be two ſermons in Martock church, and one in Load 
chapel, every Sunday in the year for ever; and they are earneſtly deſired to anſwer this 
good deſign. 7 8 
I .)hbe baptiſms in chis 12 5 the year 1776 to 1782 incluſive, 1 were 2953 the 

burials ns the ne period 278. 


THE HUNDRED 
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diate between that county on the ſouth, and the hundred of Kingſbury-Weſt 
in this county, on the north and eaſt. 


In the hundred of Milverton were formerly owenty-four hides and a half, wherefrom 
the King had for geld fix pounds ſeven ſhillings and ſixpence for twenty-one hides and 
one virgate of land; and for two hides and a half which Britell held, the King had not 
his geld. And Robert de Odberville held three yard-lands freely of the King.“ 


The hundred was afterwards held by the principal lords of Milverton; * 
Briweres, Mortimers, &c, It contains nine pariſhes. 


* Inq, Gheldi Sumerſet. 


L in the fouttreeſt part of the county, Seng Devonſhire, being interme- 


— —  — __ - 
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Ab. but very ancient 3 — eight miles weſt from Taunton, and five 
| northweſt from Wellington. Its ſituation is in a woody fertile country, pleaſingly 
diverſified with hill and valley, well cultivated and very populous. The principal part 
of the town lies in three irregular ſtreets, the church ſtanding in the centre on an emi- 
nence. The market is on Friday. There was formerly here a conſiderable manufac- 
ture of ſerges and druggets, which of late years is much declined. Here is a charity- 
ſchool for twenty boys and twenty girls. The town was anciently a borough, the manor 
whereof is now veſted in the crown, but formerly i in other lords, who among a variety 
of immunities, procured it to be erected into a hundred of itſelf, and exempt from the 
juriſdiction of the hundred at large, It is governed by a portreve, and ſearchers and 
mo are annually l | Flog 
t 
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' At the Conqueſt it was the demeſnes of King Wikies, but had before belonged in 
part to the biſhoprick of Bath: 


« The King holds the manor of MitvzrTuve. Biſhop Giſo held it in the time of 
King Edward, and gelded for one virgate of land.“ 


* The King holds MilvxR TONE. In the time of King Edward it gelded for half a 

-< virgate of land. The arable is ſixteen carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, and 

ce three ſervants, and three cottagers, and ſixteen villanes, and ſeven bordars, with nine 

e ploughs. There is a mill of ſeven ſhillings and ſixpence rent, and ſix acres of meadow, 

* and one hundred acres of paſture, and one hundred acres of coppice wood. There 

cc is a market which pays ten ſhillings. The whole renders twenty-five pounds 105 tale. 
ce In the time of Queen Edith [who ſometime held it] it yielded twelve poun 


This manor was parcel of the barony of Walter Brito, or Bret, of whom it was pur- 
chaſed by William the ſon of Henry Briwere, lord of Bridgwater | in the time of King 
John, for tif uſe of his ſon Richard Briwere and his heirs.* Which Richard Briwere 
13 Joh. upon the collection of the ſcutage of Wales, anſwered for fifteen knights' fees 
of the honour of Moreton, which formerly belonged to the ſaid Walter Brito.* Shortly 
after this he died, and William his younger brother ſucceeded to the eſtate. He mar- 
ried Joan daughter of William de Vernon earl of Devon, with whom he had lands to 
the amount of fifty pounds per annum lying within the manor of Crewkerne in this 
county; as alſo the advowſon of that church. He died without iſſue 16 Henry III. 
and Joan his wife, ſurviving him; had an aſſignation of this manor in dower.“ After 
her death, the eſtates being divided among coheireſſes, Milverton paſſed into other fa- 
milies, and in the time of Edw. III. was held by the Earl of Pembroke, Maurice de 
Berkley, and John de Bures.* From them it came to the Mortimers, earls of March. 
Roger Mortimer earl of March died ſeized thereof 34 Edw. III. leaving Edmund his 

fon and heir. Which Edmund married Philippa daughter of Lionel duke of Clarence, 
and by her had iſſue Roger Mortimer, who ſucceeded his father as Earl of March, and 
in 1385, was declared by parliament heir apparent to the crown; he died 21 Ric. II. 
and had for his ſucceſſor Edmund the laſt Earl of March of this family. At his death 
without iſſue, Richard duke of York, ſon of Anne his ſiſter by Richard earl of Cam- 
bridge, was found to be his next heir." The title of this Richard to the crown of 
England was apparent; but in the purſuit thereof he loſt his life at Wakefield in 1460. 
Whereupon the manor and borough of Milverton, with his other lands and eſtates, 
came to the crown, and an annuity of one hundred marks per annum out of the profits 
of the ſaid manor and borough was granted to Thomas Courtney earl of Devon, in 
conſideration of his loyalty and faithful ſervices to King Henry VI. But it appears 
+ that the manor of Milverton was reſtored to the houſe of York, and Cecilia the relict of 

the deceaſed Duke held it in dower. She was the daughter of Ralph Neville, the ſecond 
Earl of Weſtmoreland, and was mother of King Edward IV. George duke of Elnirnoe, 


| Lib. Domeſday. 
d By which it appears how partially and irregularly the lands in England were aſſeſſed to the b l. 
Lib. Domeſday. ' Rot. Pip. 2 John. Rot. Pip. 13 Ich. f Rot. Claus. 17 Hen, III. m. 8. 
| | Lib. Feod. { 3 Pat. 38 Hen. VI. p. 1. m. 6. kine 


gpilverton.) NI I. VER T O N. . 


King Richard III. and Edmund earl of Rutland. 17 Henry VI. Richard earl of 
Warwick held at his death the ſixth part of the manor of Milverton, with the fixth part 
of the hundred, the ſixth part of the borough, and the ſixth part of the hundred of the 
ſaid borough; all which were held of the King in free burgage by homage only for all 
 ſervices.* The ſame were held 12 Edw. IV. by Margaret the wife of Sir Richard 
_ Veer, knt. 11 Henry VII. the manor and borough of Milverton were granted by the 

King to Queen Margaret for her dower.“ In the time of Henry VIII. the manor of 
Milverton was held of the crown by Sir Richard Warre of Heſtercombe, who gave it, 
together with the manors of Tor.LtanD, CaieLty, and LovzLincn, to his eldeſt ſon by 
Joan his ſecond wife, daughter of Sir John Hody, chief baron of the exchequer, in 
which branch of the Warre family the ſaid manors continued till Mary, daughter and 


heir of Edward Warre of Chipley, brought them by marriage to William Lottiſham, 
eſq; whoſe daughter and heir died without iſſue, 


CrieLxy lies ſouth from Milverton, and was for a number of years the volſſeſion of 
a family of its name, till at length it came to the Warres of Heſtercombe by the mar- 
riage of Thomaſine, ſole daughter and heir of Thomas Chipleigh, eſq; with Robert 
Warre, ſecond ſon of Richard Warre, of Heſtercombe, eſq. The heireſs of Lottiſham 
having no iſſue, ſhe gave this manor of Chipley to Mr. Clarke, ſon to her huſband 


by his former wife, in which name it till continues; Edward Clarke, eſq; being tte 
preſent poſſeſſor. 


To the eaſt of Chipley is BickLEy, another ancient vill, though now depopulated, 
which alfo gave name to a very reſpectable family, who were lords thereof in former 
times, and whoſe deſcendants ſtill continue. In the time of Edw. I. William de Bykele 
was lord of Holwell in this county, and was ſucceeded by Henry de Bykele, of which 
two names there were ſeveral in ſucceſſion, who bore for their arms a chevron en- 
grailed between three birds.* 19 Edw. III. Walter de Meriet held one carucate of 


land in Bykely of the Earl of Pembroke, Maurice de Berkeley, and John de Bures, as 
of their manor of Milverton, by knights' ſervice.” 


Between theſe places and Milverton is the hamlet of Hounpmoor, and more eat 
wardly WiekMoox, anciently called Mikverton-Wick; and northeaſt from Milverton, 
are PRESTOM-BOwyER, and TorRELLS-PRESTON, which at the time of the Conqueſt 


were part of the manor of Brumpton, and are in part of the hundred of Williron- 
Freemanors. 


* Of this manor, [viz. Brunetone] Earl Moriton holds one hide in 8 
“ which was of the demeſne farm in the time of King Edward. The arable is four 
« carucates, There are two ploughs. It is and was A n forty ſhillings. 


© Robert holds of the Earl in PazsTITOxE one Earl Harold [formerly] held 
« jt, The arable is four carucates. In demeſne is alf a carucate, with one ſervant, 
e and fix villanes, and two cottagers, with two ploughs. There is a mill of twelve- 
« pence rent, and five acres of meadow, and thrge acres of paſture, and eleven acres 
« of wood. It was and is worth thirty ſhilh N | 


This land belonged to BuxxeTons, the King's manor with the farm.“ 


»Eſe. "Ibid. = Rot, Parl. 11 Hen. VII. EF. © Seals from ancient Deeds, 
| "Bo, 4 Lib. Domeſday, _ 
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The family of Bures, a name corrupted of late years into Bowyer, and from which 
the place received one of its additional diſtinctions, were anciently lords of this manor.* 
From them it came to the family of Candos; and in the time of Henry II. Robert 
Candos gave it with the manor of Monkſilver to the priory of Goldclive, in which it 
remained till the ſuppreſſion of *alien priories, when it was granted to the collegiate 
church of Windſor. There was formerly a church here: but no trace of it now remains. 


The Torrels alſo poſſeſſed a manor in Preſton, and cauſed it to be called Torre! s- 
Preſton. This was a very ancient family. In the time of Henry II. William Torel, 

anceſtor of the Torrels of this place, was lord of the whole town of Iſle-Brewers in 
this county, and was then fined in the ſum of one mark for neglecting to make hue and 
cry after the death of Alured de Aneville. 1 Henry IV. Roger Torrel gave to the 
rector of the church of Milverton twenty acres of land called Minſter-land, lying in the 
pariſh of Milverton, to find a chaplain to perform divine ſervice thrice a week for ever 
in the chapel of Torrel's-Preſton. Which faid twenty acres of land were held of the 


King by knight's ſervice. The prior of Taunton had an eſtate here valued in 1293 
at ten ſhillings.* - 2 | 1 9 85 


In this pariſh is alſo a place called POLESHILL, which formerly had owners of its 


name, who were ſeated here and in Devon. But in the Conqueror's time it belonged 
to Sir William de Mohun: 


ce Dodeman holds of William, PovszLLe. Uluric held i in the time of King 
cc Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is two carucates. There is one ſer- 
« vant, and three acres of meadow, and twenty acres of wood. It is worth ten ſhillings. 


e To this manor is added one hide, which a thane held freely in the time of King 
tc Edward. The arable is one carucate. It was and is worth thirty pence.“ 


There was a church at Milverton in the time of William the Conqueror, of which 
the following particulars are recorded: 


<« Stephen the chaplain holds the church of 8 with one virgate and one 


ce fardel of land. The arable is one N There are ten acres of wood. It is 
ce worth forty ſhillings.” 


10 Henry III. William Briwere, lord of the manor, made a grant of the W of 
this church in free-alms to Joceline biſhop of Bath and Wells, and in open court before 
the King and his nobles at Weſtminſter, by his gloves gave the biſhop ſeizin of the ſaid 
advowſon.* It now conſtitutes two prebends in the cathedral of Wells; the firſt of 
which is annexed to the archdeaconry of Taunton, The vicarage, which is a peculiar - 


in the deanery of Taunton, and whereof the Rev. Thomas WO! is the preſent: ii in- 
cumbent, was valued in 1292 at nine marks.” 


The church is dedicated to St. Michael, and is a large edifice, 112 feet in h | 
and 60 in breadth, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, fide ailes, and veſtry-room, covered 
with tile. At the weſt end ſtands a plain clumiy tower, containing ſix bells. 


»Cart. Antid. f 85 Ind. ad quod damnum. 1 Hen. IV. * Taxat. Temporal, 
Lib, Domeſday, bid. Pat. 10 Hewy III. m. 5. Taugt. Spiritual. 


On 


gpifvercon,)— MILVERTON. 17 
On dhe eaſt wall in the chancel is a plain mural monument of white marble, with this 


inſcription ! Subtus conduntur reliquiæ Georgii Atwood, filii natu maximi 


Georgii Atwood, A.M. hyjus parochiæ vicarii et Saræ uxoris ejus; necnon ſcholæ 
Weſtmonaſterienſis nuper regii alumni. Qui dum rure juvenis otiabatur, ſubito tor- 
menti i&u correptus, ab alio juvene fortuito exploſi, morti ſuccubuit die 5 Septembris, 
A. D. 1768, ætatis 17; amabilis et amatiſſimus. Etiam eodem tumulo inhumata 
obdormiſcit Harriotta ſoror prædicti Georgii Atwood, que ingruente febre emortua 
eſt die 6 Martii, A. D. 1769, tat. 13. Hoc marmor ene memoriz facrum 
parentum pietas extrui curavit.“ 

Underneath the above is another mural monument of black ſtone, with the follow- 
ing inſcription:——< Mary Beavis, daughter of George Atwood, M. A. vicar of this 
pariſh, and Sarah his wife, died March 26, 17 50, aged 3 weeks. Alſo Betty, another 
daughter, died July 10, 17 54, aged 6 years.” 


At the eaſt end: of the ſouth alle is an old mural ſtone, with this inſcription:;—— 
« Subter heic jacet Johannes Lancaſter, gent. qui obijt Juli 27; 1687, ætat. ſuæ 70. 
Hodie mihi, cras tibi.“ He was ſometime lord of this manor. - 
In the chancel floor, on flat ſtones: * 
« Here lyeth the body of John Periam, gent. who dyed Sept. 19, 1711, 3 54. 


cc Here lyethe the bodyes of William, Elizabeth, and Rebecca, ſon and daughters of 
John Periam, gent. and Sarah his wife, who were all borne and buried between the 
iſt of April 1693, and the 20th of April 1695.“ Mors omnia vincit. 


« Here lyeth the body of Zachariah Periam, eſq; who died May 13, 1738, aged 35. 


« Heic requieſcit in pace corpus Aldredi Seaman, gent. qui obijt 7 die Februarii, 
ſalutis humane 1687, ætat. ſuæ 78. Here lieth the body of Charles Seaman, ſonne 
of Aldred Seaman, the younger, who died May 27, 1690, aged 3 years ——Aldred 
Seaman, jun. of this pariſh, gent. who was buried the 19th of Aug. 1723, aged 85.” 
Arms, Barry wavy of fix argent and azure; a creſcent or, impaling an enſign on the top 
of an embattled wall magonne.——With ſeveral others to the Seaman TO 


In the middle alley: 
« Hic jacet corpus Gulielmi Lambe, de Milverton, generoſi, qui obijt 1678. Hic 


etiam quieſcit in ſpe beatæ reſurrectionis ae Mariæ ſuæ uxoris, quæ obye Octobris 


viceſimo quarto 1724. 
« Here lyeth the body of John Spreat, of the pariſh of Minchead, gent. aka died _ 


July 30, 1733, aged 70. Alſo the body of John Spreat, gent. of this pariſh, nephew 


ta the above John Spreat, died Aug. 1746, aged 29. Alſo of Thomas Spreat, gent. 
who died Sept. 4, 1755.” 


In the ſouth aile floor: 
ce AE Maleet, eſq; deceaſed March 1, 1638, aged 35. 


e Here lye the bodies of Elizabeth Poulet, relicte of Henry Poulet, eſq; and Henry 
Poulet, eldeſt ſonne of the ſaid Henry and Elizabeth. The ſonne was buried June 


1642, aged 10; the mother was buried October Os _ yo" 
D 
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The following account ay benefactions is written on five black tablets in this church: 


« Richard Weſtcombe, of the pariſh'of Oak in the county of Somerſet, yeoman, 
gave to the poor, aged, and impotent people of Milverton, one pound eight ſhillings 
and eight-pence, to be paid for ever by four quarterly payments, out of the manor of 
Lambrooks-Hatch in the borough of Milverton, to the churchwardens and overſeers 
for the time being, to be by them diſtributed with the advice of four ſubſtantial in- 


habitants of this pariſn. This part of the manour was given to Eleanor Weſt. He 


alſo gave out of part of the ſame manour the ſue of one pound two ſhillings and two- 
pence, to be diſtributed as above for ever. This part of the manour was given to 
Jacob Weſtcombe and William Ley, alias Farthing. He died in 1580.” | 


« John Dibble, of this pariſh, gent. gave to the poor of this pariſh, twenty pounds, 
the intereſt thereof to be diſtributed by the churchwardens to twenty poor ain 
men upon Chriſtmas-day for ever. He dyed in 1719. 


* John Aſhcombe, of this pariſh, yeoman, by his laſt will gave one a and FOR | 
pounds to be laid out in the purchaſe of ſome freehold lands within two years next after 


his deceaſe; and the rents and profits thereof to be received by the feoffees, and delivered 
by them to the churchwardens of this pariſh for the time being; and to be by them 


diſtributed quarterly among the poor labouring people of this pariſh, giving an account 
thereof to the miniſter and pariſhioners. for the time being. He dyed 167 3. 


« Mrs, Mary Lambe, late of Court-Place in this pariſh, relict of William Lambe, 
gent. and daughter of Edmund Parker, of Burringdon in Devon, eſq; by her will dated 


Sept. 5, 1721, gave to truſtees therein named the ſum of three hundred pounds, to be 


laid out in purchaſing lands of inheritance, and the rents thereof, and the intereſt of 


the ſaid three hundred pounds, until ſuch purchaſe could be made, to be for ever em- 


ployed in educating in the principles of the Chriſtian religion, as eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of England, forty poor children, viz. twenty boys, and twenty girls of this pa- 
riſh. And alſo gave her leaſchold eſtate unto her ſaid truſtees to promote the ſaid 
charity, which ſaid eſtate being ſold by the direction of a decree of the court of chan- 
cery, and the profits thereof in the mean time accounted for, the whole charity money 
amounts to 6751. gs. 5d. the intereſt whereof (until the ſame can be laid out in the 


purchaſe of lands of inheritance) is to be applied for the benefit of the ſaid —_ 
purſuant to the decree, a copy whereof is depoſited in the pariſh coffer. A 


« John Weekes, by will dated 18 Nov. 1622, gave four pounds by the year for 
ever, to the poor of the parjſhes next adjoining to the vill of Li/tle-Chipley, and 


charged his tenement, then John Perry's, in the vill aforeſaid, with the payment 


thereof. Forty ſhillings, part of the ſaid annual ſum of four pounds, was by a decree, 
dated 11 Oct. 1682, made in purſuance of a commiſſion of charitable uſes, ordered to 


be for ever yearly paid to ſuch poor of this pariſh as ſhould have moſt need, in the 


preſence of two or more of the overſeers for the time being, on Chriſtmas-Eve and 
Good-Friday, as appears by a copy of the decree depoſited in the pariſh coffer.” 


This place gaye name to John de Milverton, a noted Carmelite friar of Briſtol, and 
a 1 opponent of Wickliff. He died A.D. 1480. 
LANGFORD- 
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LANGFORD-BUDVILLE, 


; Pariſh ſouthward from Milverton, is called LAN rORD, from its having formerly 
a long ford over the river Tone; and additionally BupviLLz, from the family of 
Budville or Botteville, who for many ſucceſſions poſſeſſed the principal eſtate here. 
Here are ſeveral fine ſprings which join the Tone, and turn a grift and fulling-mill in 
this pariſh. This river contains trout; dace, 2 Over it there is a county ſtone 
bridge of two arches, called Har ford-Bridge. A mile weſtward: from the church is the 
hamlet of WzLL1sFoRD, where is a handſome edifice, of late years the ſeat of Colonel 
Webber. The whole number of houſes in this pariſh is eighty-five, and of inhabitants 
upwards of five hundred. There are my confiderable ys and the lands are 
moſtly in tillage. 
The manor of Langford del before the Conqueſt to „ Godwin earl of Kent, and 
akerwards to King William the Conqueror: 


ce The King holds Laxcttoxd. Goduin held it in hs time of King Edward, and 


« © gelded for five hides. ' The arable'is ten carucates. Thereof in demeſne is one hide 
« and a half, and there is one carucate, and four ſervants, and twenty-one villanes, and 


ee dur cortagers, with eight ploughs. There is à mill of ſeven ſhillings and fix-pence | 
« rent, and eight acres of meadow, and one hundred acres of paſture, and thirty acres 


« of wood. It yields four pounds and twelve thillings.”* 


The manor of Wellisford was the property of Robert de Odburuile or Fog 97 7 
nd pit derek 95 


e The ſame Robert. holds Wirrxsronbz. Tx wo 7 held it in the time of King 
Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is two garucates. In demeſne is one 
« carucate, and two ſervants, and eight cottagers, having one plough. There are four 
cc acres of meadow, and ten acres of paſture, and three acres of Porn ou It 
« was formerly worth ten ſhillings, now fifteen ſhillings. | 4 


| « Of this hide Earl Moriton holds one virgate, and Bretel of him. 


After the- death of this Robert de Aubetville, King Richard I. gave all the land 
which he poſſeſſed, conſiſting of one knight's fee, to William de Wrotham,* foreſter of 
the King's foreſts in this county and Dorſet. © From which family it came to the 
14 0 and was held of them for ſeveral ſucceſſions by the Warres of Heſtercombe. 


The village of Langford gave name to a family, of whom Sir Thomas de Langford, 
/ "alt was lord of the manor in the time of Edw. III.; and 46 * waa reigns __ it with 
the manor of Fivehead to Francis de Scoland.” 


3 Henry V. William' Boteville held half a knight's fee in Ling and lands and 
tenements in 8 At the fame time che archdeacon of Taunton held a 


»Lib, Domeſday, » Ibid, * Lib, Nig. Scac. i. 102, « Rot. Claus. 46 Ed. ll | * Lib. Feod.. 
„„ LW.” | 4 knight's 
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Enight's fee in Langford and Hamme. The manor of Langford, with that of Harp- 
Ford in this pariſh, now belongs to Edward Clarke, eſq. 


The living is a peculiar in the deanery of Taunton, and i is need to Milverton. 


The church is dedicated to St. James; and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and aile on 


the ſouth ſide, all covered with tile. * here is a large tower at the weſt , containing 
five bells. 


At the eaſt end of the fourth ale is a ſmall antique mural monument of ſtone, em- 
belliſhed with painting, gilding, cherubs, and arms; inſcribed, ——<« Heare under 
lyeth the body of William Bacon, gent. who dyed the 12th day of June 1663, aged 
66, Heare alſoe lyeth the body of Joane, wife of William Bacon abovenamed, who 
dyed the 3d of March 1669, aged 53 Arms, Argent, a feſs between three round 
buckles, gules. 

On the ſame wall is a handſome mural monument of 3 inCribed; — In me- 
mory of Captain George Bacon, of Harpford in this pariſh, gent. his dear relict Mrs. 
Mary Bacon hath cauſed this to be erected. He departed this life Oct. 15, 1690, 
aged 523 who ably and faithfully ſerved his King and country in divers publick capa- 
cities, and was alwayes ready to aſſiſt his neighbours in any private good offices. They 
therefore both loved and honoured him while living; and when dead his memory was 


dear unto them. In memory of Mrs. Mary * widow of the aboveſaid * 
George Bacon, who died Jan. 15, 1708.“ 


On the north wall of the naveis a mural monument of black ne white WTR with 
this inſcription;——< Near this ſtone lie the remains of William Webber, eſq; of 
Wellisford, who died Oct. 2, 1777, aged 50. He married Mary daughter of Matthew 
Haviland, gent. of this pariſh, who died Oct. 15, 1766, aged 513 and Elizabeth 
daughter of Edward Brickley, gent. of Rendy in the pariſh of Oak in this county, who 
erected this monument to his memory, with an earneſt requeſt that when it ſhould 
pleaſe God to take her from this world, ſhe might be buried with him, and that this 
common marble might convey their reſpective names to poſterity.” Arms, Argent, in 
chief three towers triple-towered ſable, in baſe a chevron engrailed between three mart- 


lets ſable; impaling, barry raguly of eleven * or; over all on a bend or two lions 
current regarding. 


In the middle paſſage, —*< Here lieth the * of John Haviland, ſen. gent. who 
died April 29, 1736, aged 75. Here lyeth the body of Matthew Haviland, of this 
pariſh, gent. who died Feb. 13, 1714, aged 53.” 


On another flat ſtone;——* Here lieth the body of Matthew Haviland, of this pariſh, 

gent. who was buried Dec. 23, 1673, aged 36. Alſo of his wife Elizabeth, buried 
Nov. 3, 1721, aged 93.” 

On another ſtone:——< In memory of 4 Haviland, of Wellisford, eſa; who 


died November 11, 1753, aged 34. Alſo of Mary, wife of William Webber, eſq; and 
N 892 Matthew Haviland, eſq; who died October 15, 1766, 81 Py 


Lib. Feod, 
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A little northward from the church, on an eminence commanding a fine proſpedt 


over a rich country to the ſouth and eaſt, is the manſion-houſe and ſeat of John 
Haviland, eſq. 


On a ten years' average, the chriſtening in dis pariſh ar found to be annually 153 


the burials 10, 


A H rer L. E. 


HIS is a ſmall pariſh, ſituated four miles ſouthweſt from Milverton, on the very 


borders of Devonſhire, It was originally written Aiſſe ; but when it came to be 
poſſeſſed by a lord called Bretel, it received his name as a diſtinction from Aſh-Priors, 


and other Aſhes in this neighbourhood, and was thenceforward termed Aſb-Bretel, and 


Aſp-Britul; now corrupted into Aſhbrittle, This Bretel was a Saxon thane of ſome 


degree of dignity; holding at the Conqueſt a'number of manors in this and the ad- 
Joining counties. The lord under whom he held this manor was -Robert earl of 
Morton. The Norman record gives us the following particulars: | 


ce Bretel holds of the Earl, Alssfß. Wado held it in the time of King Edward, and 


ee pelded for four hides. Thereto is added one hide, which two thanes held. The 


ce arable is ten carucates in all. In demeſne are two carucates, and eight ſervants, and 
ce ſixteen villanes, and twenty-two cottagers, with four ploughs. There are two mills of 
ce fifteen ſhillings rent, and four acres of meadow, and forty acres of paſture, and thirty- 
« eight acres of wood. It was and is worth one hundred ſhillings.””* 


In proceſs of time the manor of Aſhbrittle came to the ancient family of Sydenham. 


8 Edw. IV. John Sydenham died ſeized of it, leaving Walter his ſon and heir. In 


the ſucceeding reign the family of Chaldicote or Chalcot poſſeſſed it, and bore for their 
arms Azure, three arrows ere& or. They were of Quarrelſton and Eaſt-Whiteway i in 
Dorſetſhire.* By an inquiſition taken at Brewton, 24 Sept. 20 Henry VIII. it was 


found that Charles Holcomb, of Hole in Branſcomb, died 16 Jan. 19 Henry VIII. 


ſeized of the manor and advowſon of the church of Aſhbrittle, as alſo of ſeven meſ- 
ſuages, two hundred acres of arable, one hundred acres of paſture, thirty of meadow, 
and ſixteen of wood, in the pariſh of Aſhbrittle, all which were held of Queen Catherine, 


as of her manor of Milverton, and chat Elias was the ſon and heir of the ſaid Charles 


Holcomb, of the age of twelve years. From the family of Holcomb the manor and 
advowſon of Aſhbrittle came to that of Blewet, of whom John Blewet had it in the 


time of Queen Elizabeth, and then conveyed the fame to Sir Arthur Baſſet, and Sir 


John Chicheſter, knts. for the uſe of the ſaid John Blewet.* The Rey. Mr. Nutcombe 
is the preſent lord of this manor. * 


+ Lib, Domeſday, Ee. * Hutching's Hiſt, of Dorſetſhire; i. 119. 
Ind. capt: poſt mort. Carol. Holcomb, - * MS. Carew. 
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The benefice, which is rectorial and in the deanery of Taunton, was in 1292 


at ten marks. The patronage has uſually been appendant to the manor. Ao Revs 
Nutcombe Quicke is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall ſtructure of one aile, dedicated to 8 lebe papa and con 


tains nothing remarkable. 
| That eloquent preacher Humphrey Sydenham was ſometime rector of this path F 


2  f Taxat. Spiritual, © Sce Wool's Athen Oni il. 134. 
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| Ts on the ſouthweſt ide of the pariſh -, Milverton., It was one of thoſe manors 
which King William the Conqueror . to Sir William de Mom, after his 
ſucceſsful expedition into England. 


Nigel holds of William, BapexeLTons. 'T'wo. Haan held it in the time of 

King Edward, and gelded for two hides. The arable is five carucates. In demeſne 

* is one carucate, and three ſervants, and twelve villanes, and one bordar, and five 

ic cottagers, with four ploughs. There is a mill of ſeven ſhillings and ſix-pence rent, 

* and fix acres of meadow, and forty acres of paſture, and twelve acres of wood, It 
was formerly worth twenty ſhillings, now fifty ſhillings.”* 


The ſucceſſive barons of Dunſter-Caſtle, of the name of Mohun, continued lords 
paramount of this manor; and of them it was held by ſeveral perſons by knight's 
ſervice, till the whole centred in a family reſident here, and to whom the place gave 

' appellation. 12 Henry II. Alexander de Badialton held three knights“ fees of William 
de Mohun.* 14 Edw. I. John de Pouleſhull, Hillarius de Badhelton, and Peter de 
la Wodehed, held one knight's fee in Badialton of the fees of John de Mohun.“ The 
| fame fee was held 4 Edw. III. of John de Mohun by William de Pouleſhull, ſon of 
John de Pouleſhull, and Hillarius de Badialton; and ſoon after this the laſt- mentioned 
Hillarius became poſſeſſed of the whole manor'and pariſh. His ſon John, who alſo 
lived in the time of Edw: III. omitted the latter diſtinction of the family name, and 
adopting the prænomen of his father, wrote himſelf John Hillary. At his death he left 
iſſue one only daughter and heir Marſilla, who was married to Simon de Sydenham, . 
ſecond ſon of William de Sydenham, by. Joan daughter of William de Gothayte. 
Which Simon de Sydenham. was faunder of the Badialton branch of that family, 
whereof'more mention will be made in another * of this volume. The manor now 
| belongs to Mrs, Webber. | 


The church is a rectory and We in the deanery of Taunton. The a. 
is in the manor; and the Rev. Edward Webber is the preſent incumbent. 


Lib. Domeſday, Lib. Nig. Scac. i. . 5 * Lib, Feod, « Ihid, AE 
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The 3 is dedicated to St. a en and is a ſmall ſtructure: but very 
ö * ornamented, having a moſt elegant altar- piece, conſiſting of a rich corniee and 

capital, ſupported by four round fluted Corinthian pillars; the edges and tops of the 
foliage in the capitals gilt. Between theſe are three arched pannels. In the centre 
one a moſt elegant oval glory, wrought in gold and ſilver tiſſue; the ſide pannels con- 
tain texts of Scripture, The communion- table and railing are mahogany. 


On the north wall of the chancel is a handſome mural monument of black and white 

marble, with this inſcription:!=——< In a vault near this place, reſt the remains of 
Alexander Webber, A. B. rector and chief proprietor of this pariſh, He died on the 
2d day of Sept. 1782, in the 61ſt year of his age. In the year 1750 he married Sarah, 
ſecond daughter of Robert Lucas, of Bampton in the county of Devon, eſq; by whom 
he had nine ſons and ſix daughters. He was exemplary for his piety towards Gop, 
juſtice, probity, and kindneſs to men, meekneſs and humility in himſelf. As the affec- 
tionate huſband, the tender and provident parent were eminently united in him. His 
widow has cauſed this monument to be erected as a ſmall tribute of her gratitude. 
Alſo John, ſon of the above Alexander and Sarah Webber, of Pembroke-coltege, 
Oxford, died the gth of Feb. 1783, aged 22 years.” 


On the floor in the middle paſſage:——* Here lieth the body of Alex. Haviland, 
M. A. rector of this church, and rector of the church of Runnington, who died 1 


24th of Nov. 1737, aged 47“ 


On another ſtone:— “ M. S. Hic ſitus eſt Edvardus Clarke, de Hurſtone, ge- 
neroſus, qui mortem obijt 14 May 1734. Hic ſitus eſt Thomas Clarke, de Hurſtone, 
generoſus, prædicti Edoardi pater, qui mortem obijt 16 May 1739. Hic jacet Anna, 
uxor prædicti Thomæ Clark, quæ mortem obijt 5 die Jan. 1758.“ Arms, Argent. 
on a bend gules between three pellets, s many ſwans of the firſt, 


On the ſouth wall is a braſs plate, with the following inſcription:. “ Here lyeth 
the body of Edward Sharp, who died the 6th day of November, A. D. 1673; who by 
his laſt will gave forty ſhillings per annum to the poor of this pariſh for ever, out of his 
land called Millhams, to be diſtributed every Candlemas-day at the diſcretion of his 
heirs. And likewiſe Margaret his wife, and three of their children. Alſo here lyeth 
the body of Joane, the wife of James Clarke, of Lovington in this county, gent. and 
daughter of the aboveſaid Edward Sharp, and ue, who departed. this life Sept. 
24, 1720, aged 52.” 

Emanuel Sharp, rector of this place, was a ſufferer in the time of Charles I. and 
was driven from his benefice; which at the Reſtoration he recovered, and likewiſe ob- 
tained the vicarage of St. Mary Magdalen in Taunton. 


About a mile weſtward from the church, is an apart encampment, nearly of a cir- 
cular, form; the area contains about ten acres. The foſs is nearly entire, Some 
Roman coins of the lower empire have been found * its circuit. 
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X ITTISITF ORD 
IES on the river Tone, ſouthward from Dien and was in the Conqueror” 5 


days the manor of Roger Arundel: 


te William holds of Roger, CazptsroRpd. Oſmund Stramun held it in the time of 
« King Edward; and gelded for two hides. The arable is ſeven carucates. In de- 
te meſne are two carucates, and three ſervants, and five villanes, and ſix cottagers, with 


c three ploughs and a half. There is a mill of ſeven ſhillings rent, and three acres of 


* meadow, and ten acres of paſture, and twelve acres of wood. It was worth forty 


3 ſhillings, now fixty ſhillings.” - 


The deſcendants of this tenant William, by * of their reſiding i in the place, 
aſſumed the name of de Kittisford, and held this manor till the time of Henry III. 
when it came, by the marriage of the daughter and heireſs of John de Kittisford, to. John 
de Sydenham, lord of Sydenham near Bridgwater.” From which family of Sydenham, 
it paſſed to that of Blewet by the marriage of Nicholas Blewet, of Lottiſham, with 
Agnes, daughter and heir of John Sydenham, lord of this manor. 21 Edw. IV. 
Walter Blewet, a deſcendant of the ſaid Nicholas, held at his death the manor of 
Kittisford, and the advowſon of the church of St. Nicholas thereto belonging; as alſo 
a meſſuage and one hundred acres of land called Southcotebey in the- pariſh of Kittis- 
ford, of Eleanor counteſs of Northumberland, by the ſervice of one pair of ſpurs to be 
paid yearly, leaving Nicholas his ſon and heir of the age of thirty years.* The preſent 
poſſeſſor of this manor is Thomas Langdon, eſq. 4 


CoTTHaY in this pariſh was the ſeat of the family of Every, who bore for their arms 
Or four chevronels gules. John Every of this place, by Anne his wife, daughter and 
heir of George Williams, younger ſon of Sir John Williams, of Herringſton in the 
county of Dorſet, knt. had a ſon named John, who, dying without iſſue, left his eſtates 
to the eldeſt ſons of his two ſiſters, Anne, wife of John Leigh, of Norton-Court in the 
Ifle of Wight, eſq; and Barbara, wife of Sir Robert Henley, knt. The Everys of 
Chard were a branch of this family. 3 \ 


The living of Kittisford is a rectory in the deanery of Taunton; the preſentation 
thereto has long been in the family of Eſcott; the Rev, Bickham Eſcott is the preſent 
incumbent. In 1292 it was valued at ſix marks. 


The church is dedicated to St. Nicholas, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and ſide 
ailes, with a tower containing three. bells. | 
In the chancel floor there is a ſtone with this lofcription: oe « Sarah wife of the 
Rev. Bickham Eſcott, rector of this pariſh, and James their ſon, were buried June 4, 
1733. Bickham Eſcott, A.M. rector > this pariſh, was buried February 3. 1754: 
aged 51.” 
« Lib. Domeſday, Eu Ste. Em. Sydenham, —=* Ee, Tant. Spiritual, 
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| Sometimes called Rowixorox, and RunTox, 

S a ſmall pariſh on the river Tone, which divides it from Wellington in the hundred 

of Kingſbury-Weſt, and has over it a county bridge of two arches. The ſituation 

is in a woody country, well watered and interſperſed with ſmall eminences and vallies. 

The lands are moſtly arable, and very fertile. The poor are chiefly employed in 
huſbandry, and ſpinning for the manufacture at Wellington. | 


The manor at the Conqueſt was William de Mohun's, of whom it was held by one 
of the name of Dodeman: | | 


« Dodeman holds of William, RunzTone. Two thanes held it in the time of 
te King Edward, and gelded for two hides. The arable is two carucates. In demeſne 
te js one carucato, and four ſervants, and one villane, and eight cottagers, with one 
« plough. There is a mill of five ſhillings rent, and eight acres of meadow, and ten 
e acres of wood. It was formerly worth twenty ſhillings, now fifty ſhillings.””* 


This eſtate was ſometime the property of the Sydenham and Arundel families, and 
came into that of Speke by the marriage of Alice, the daughter of Sir John Arundel of 
Lanhern in Cornwall, with Sir John Speke, knt. In his deſcendants (of whom ſee in 
White-Lackington, vol. i. pp. 67, 68,) this manor continued till of late years purchaſed 
of Mr. Speke of Curry-Rivel by Mr. Thomas Were, brother of Mr. Nicholas Were 
of Wellington, the preſent poſſeſſor. : | 
The living was appropriated to the priory of St. Peter and Paul at Taunton; it is a 
rectory in that deanery; the Rev. Hugh Bennet is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall ſtructure of one pace, with a tower at the weſt end in which 
are two bells; it contains nothing worthy of notice. 
* Lib, Domeſday. 
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SAMFORD-ARUNDE L 


TS fituated three miles weſt from Wellington, in the turnpike-road to Tiverton and 
Exeter. The village is compoſed of about twenty houſes, which form a ſmall 

\ ſtreet near the church; eighteen are in Samford-Moor, fix adjoin the pariſh of Trull, 
and fix others are in the hamlet of WarTEBALL, a mile diſtant weſtward in the great 
road. The whole number of houſes is about fifty, and of inhabitants nearly three 
hundred. The lands are three-fourths arable; and ſome flax is cultivated here. A, 
Vol. III. | es {mall 
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ſmall rivulet, the * of which is under Culmſtocke- hill on Blackdown, turns a griſt- 
mill in this pariſh, and after croſſing the turnpike- road under a county bridge, called 
Bean-Bridge, joins the river Tone at Wellington, This pariſh,” and the adjoining one 
of Thorn St. Margaret, are one tithing: | Fe. 


The manor was given by King William the Conqueror to Roger Arundel, and in 
Domeſday-book is thus ſurveyed: 

ce Ralph holds of Roger, Sanrorp. Ailward held it in the time of King Edward, 
te and gelded for one hide, and half a virgate of land, and one ferling. The arable is 
* three carucates. In demeſne 1s one carucate, and three ſervants, and two villanes, 
« and four cottagers, with one plough, and twelve acres of meadow. It was and is 
cc worth thirty ſhillings.””* | 


This Roger Arundel was, with other chief men of Normandy, of * with Duke 
William, in order to his invaſion of this Kingdom, and attending him therein led the 
centre of his army in the memorable battle of Haſtings. Sir John Arundel, a de- 
| ſcendant of this Roger, was living at Samford in the time of Henry III. and had 
iſſue one only daughter and heir named Arondella, married to Richard Criſpin, wha 
in her right became poſſeſſed of this manor. The ſaid Richard had iſſue William 
Criſpin, who by Joan his wife was father of one ſon Roger, who died without iſſue 
7 Edw. II. and a daughter Joan, married to Bradſton; who ſucceeded her brother in 
the eſtates, and left iſſue Elizabeth, the wife of Sir John Streche, knt. who died ſeized 
of the manor of Samford-Arundel, 29 Edw. III. leaving John Streche his ſon and heir 
of the age of fourteen years.” Which John was alſo a knight, and married Mary the 
daughter of Sir John Molton, of Pinhoe in the county of Devon,* by whom he had 
iſſue another Sir John Streche, who died 13 Ric. II. leaving iſſue by Catherine his wife 

two daughters his coheireſſes, viz. Cecily the wife of Sir Thomas Bonville,“ and Eliza- 
beth the wife of Sir Thomas Beauchamp, of White-Lackington. The manor of Sam- 
ford was allotted to Elizabeth for her portion; and Sir Thomas Beauchamp poſſeſſing 
it in her right, left it to Alice his couſin and heireſs, the wife of Sir John Speke, knt. 
in whoſe poſterity through a number of deſcents it continued till the beginning of the 
preſent century, when it was ſold to the Baker family, who now poſſeſs it. 


The abbeſs and nuns of Canon-Leigh in the county of Devon had the rectory of 
Samford-Arundel appropriated to them * Biſhop — with the conſent of Sir 
John Arundel.“ | 


The benefice was taxed in 1292 at ſeven marks. It is a vicarage in the deanery of 
Taunton; the patronage is veſted, in Mr. Jeremiah Woodbury, and the Rev. Henry 
Churly Manby is the preſent incumbent, 


In the church, which is a ſmall ſtructure of one pace, with a tower and four bells, 
there is a handſome marble monument with this inſcription: — Sacred to the memory 


Lib. Domeſday. 0 * Efc. © Sir William Pole's Survey of Devon. 
So the Inquiſitions ; but Sir William Pole makes one of the coheireſſes the wife of Sir William Cheyney, 
5 £ \rcher, Taxat. Spiritual, 4 


of 
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of Chriſtopher Baker, who was high-ſheriff of the county of Somerſet 1734. He was 
the eldeſt ſon and heir of James Baker, eſq; of Culmſtocke in the county of Devon, and 
of Buckland-Sororum in this county, deceaſed, by Sarah his wife ;—a very worthy de- 

ſcent! for his father was a gentleman of great candour and generoſity, and of an 
inviolable integrity of life; and his mother (ill living) is deſervedly eſteemed for her 
piety, conſtancy, and virtue. Deceſſit 15" die Aug. 1729, ætat. ſuæ 44. H. M. M. 


pie poſuit Johannes Baker, frater amantiſſimus. Arms, Argent, a ſaltier /able; on a 
chief of the ſecond five eſcallop ſhells ermine. | 


The church is dedicated to the Holy Croſs. 


THORN-ST..MARGARET 
DJOINS to Samford-Arundel on the north, and conſiſts of ſixteen houſes ſtand- 
ing moſtly near the church. The face of the country here is finely varied with 
hills and vales, woods, and large incloſures. In the high banks are various aſpleniums, 
moſſes, and ferns. The ſtones are moſtly filiceous, of the coarſe, yellow, and reddiſh 
_ agate, liver-coloured grit, and black jaſper kinds, with quartz pebbles, beautifully 
veined with red and ruſt colour, and in ſome there is a mixture of green. Many of 


all theſe kinds are evidently rounded- by water. Here is alſo a little ſoft bluiſh ſlate, 


but very brittle, The lands are moſtly under tillage, and very ruitul a little flax is 
raiſed here. 


It abounds not with antiquities. The manor belonged at the C 3 to the Earl 
of Morton, and is thus ſurveyed in Domeſday- book: 


e Drogo holds of the Earl, Toxxz. Cheneve held i it in the time e of King Edward, 
te and gelded for one hide and one virgate. The arable is two carucates. In demeſne 


* is one carucate, and three ſervants, and three "= and ten acres of meadow, It 
ce was worth ten ſhillings, now twenty ſhillings.* 


* Ralph [the Prieſt] holds of the Earl, Toxxnz. Two thanes held it in the time of 
King Edward, and gelded for two hides. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne 


< 18 one carucate, and five villanes, and two cottagers, with one plough, and fourteen 
* acres of meadow. It was worth forty ſhillings, now thirty-two ſhillings. 


There was a family of the name of Thorn, who gave lands here to the priory of 
Taunton.* The manor now, belongs to Edward Clarke, of Chipley, eſq. 


The living is a curacy and a peculiar in the deanery of Taunton, and in the gift of | 
the archdeacon 3 The church, dedicated to St. Margaret, is a ſmall building 
of one Pace, with a tower containing three bells, 


* Lib, Domeſday, » Ibjd. * Cart, Antiq, 
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* pariſh is ſituated on the borders of Devon, and on FR north edge of tho 
Tone, in a low valley encumbered with wood. The country is finely varied 
with ſwelling hills, between which are ſome very romantick winding dingles, overhung 
with wood, which clothes the ſteep acclivities of the hills. Their tops have but little 
wood, but large incloſures and quick hedges. There are two hamlets: 


1. Txace-BRiDct, half a mile north, containing five houſes. 
2. UrLxy, or APLEy, a mile ſoutheaſt, containing eight houſes. 


Stawley was a large manor in the Conquerors time, and divided into two parts; the 
one held by Alured de Iſpania in demeſne; the other of him by Oſward and Ailward. 


« Alured himſelf holds STaLwer. Earl Harold held it in the time of King Edward, 
« and gelded for three hides. The arable is five carucates. In demeſne is one caru- 
« cate, and five ſervants, and eight villanes, and four cottagers, with two ploughs. 
« There is a mill of four-pence rent, and ſeven acres of meadow, and one hundred acres 


* of paſture. One mile and a half of wood in length and breadth.” 


« Oſward and Ailward hold of Alured, STaLwer. They held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for two hides. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne is 
c one carucate and a half, with one ſervant, and four villanes, and three cottagers, . 
with one plough. There are three acres of meadow, It was always worth twenty 


« ſhillings. This land is added to the lands of Aluric, which Alured holds.“ 


The manor of Stawley is now the property of Earl Poulett, in 1 whoſe family it has 
been for many generations. 


Apley was alſo a manor in the Conqueror's time, and . 3 to the Earl 
of Morton, and partly to Baldwin de Execeſtre: 


« Bretel holds of the Earl, Aprrrik. Briſmar held it in \ the time of King Edward, 
* and gelded for one hide. The arable is two carucates. There are two villanes, with 
one plough, and two acres of meadow, and three acres of paſture, and three acres of 
« wood. It is worth ten ſhillings.”* 


e Drogo holds of Baldwin, ArzLiz. Norman held it in * time of King Edward, 
and gelded for three virgates of land. The arable is two carucates. There are four - 
„ villanes, and three cottagers, and five acres of meadow, and ten acres of paſture, It 
js worth fifteen ſhillings.“ 

The manor of Grindham, or Greenham, was alſo held hy the Earl of Morton: 


« Bretel holds of the Earl, Gxinpznam. Alric held it in the time of Kivg Edward, 
cc and gelded for one hide. The arable is two carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, 
e and two ſervants, and three villanes, and two cottagers, with half a plough. There 
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« is a mill of five ſhillings rent, and three acres of meadow, and three acres of paſture, 
cc and ten acres of wood. It is worth fifteen ſhillings.” 


In the beginning of the reign of Edward I. Grindham was the property of Simon de 
Grindham, a perſon of note, and one who was a juror at Shaftſbury 3 Edw. I. concerning 
the liberties of the abbey of Glaſtonbury. By Julian his wife, daughter of Jordan de 
Rogus, he left iſſue one daughter, Chriſtian, who was married to Sir Walter Bluet, by 
which means the manor came into that family, and continued therein till the laſt 
century. They were chiefly ſeated at Holcombe-Rogus in the county of Devan, and 
had for their arms, Or a chevron between three eaglets vert. 


The living of Stawley, which is a rectory in the deanery of Taunton, does not 
pear to be mentioned in Pope Nicholas's taxation. The patronage is in Earl 
Poulett, and the Rev. Mr. Graunt the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Michael; a ſmall Gothick edifice, 9 of a 
nave, chancel, and tower with three bells. 


John How, by his will, dated March 26, 1529, ordered his body to be buried 
within the tower and church of Stawley; and left eighteen-pence a year for ever to the 
churchwardens, to maintain a wax taper, to burn during all manner of divine ſervice, 
before our Lady in the north part of the ſaid church. He likewiſe bequeathed ſix 

ſhillings and eight-pence to every pariſh church where he had lands, except two, viz. 
to the churches of Aſhbrittle, Kittisford, Runnington, Buckland, Burleſcomb, Wel- 
lington, Badialton, Clayhanger, Thorn, Huiſh-Champflower, Luxborough, Hillfarence, 
Reddington, and Tiverton. To the churches of Samford-Peverel and Samford- 


Arundel, the ſum of three ſhillings and four-pence each. This John How was an- 
ceſtor of the Lords Chedworth. 


Lib. Domeſday. | 7 Callins's Peerage, vii. 320, ex Regiſt. Thower, in Cur, prærog. Cantuar. 
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NORTON FE RR E R 8, 


(rige NORTON-FER RIS.) 


HIS Hundred, which borders on the county of Wilts and the northeaſt part of 
that of Dorſet, had its name from a hamlet in the pariſh of Kilmington, 
called Norton-Ferrers, on account of its having been long poſſeſſed by the 

family of Ferrers of Chartley, who were lords alſo of this hundred, and kept their court 

for it at the ſaid hamlet of Norton, where they had their manſion. 


This hundred contains one market-town, and eight pariſhes, 


WINCAUNTON, ancientiy WINCALETONE. 


\HE river Cale, riſing near Charlton-Muſgrove, viſits and communicates its name 

to Wincaunton, Pn, ſignifying pleaſant, Lale, the river, and ton, the town;* 
which indeed is moſt pleaſingly ſituated on the weſtern lope of a hill, well wooded and 
cultivated, and the ſurface delightfully varied. The town conſiſts of four ſtreets, viz. 
High-ſtreet, which is forty feet wide, and contains many handſome houſes, inns, and 
ſhops; South-ſtreet, Church-ſtreet, and Mill-ſtreet. A fire, which happened here in 
1747, opened a way towards the improvement of the buildings of the place. The 


e Skinner derives the name from Vin, wine, which be thinks might formerly have been made here, and 
Canute, the Daniſh chief, who was bgnaly 2 in this veighbourhood. Others have ſought for the 
Cangi here, 

turnpike- 
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turnpike-road from Taunton to Saliſbury runs through i it. It has a market on Wed- | 


neſdays, which is very conſiderable for cheeſe, butter, pigs, and flax-yarn for the linen 
manufacture. The market-place is ſmall, having on its weft ſide the town-hall, a 
reſpectable brick ſtructure of fifty-ſix feet in front, with a ruſtick ſtone bafement. 


There is alſo a ſmall old market-houſe with a few ſhambles. Two fairs are held here 


annually, the one on the 29th of September, the other on Eaſter-Tueſday. The ma- 
nufacture is of dowlas and tick, and employs moſt of the poor inhabitants. There are 
likewiſe a work-houſe and a poor-houſe. At the weſt end of the town, in the road to 
Caſtle-Cary, is a very good ſtone bridge of two arches over the Cale, built and ſup- 
ported at the expence of the county. There is another over the ſame ſtream adjoining 
to the town in the road to Brewton, at a place called Shell, of one arch only. 


At Horwood common riſes a mineral ſpring, the water whereof is uſed by many as 
an alterative for purifying the blood of ſcorbutick taints. 


In this town was ſhed the firſt blood in the revolution of 1688, when the Prince of 


Orange, paſſing through it in his way from Torbay, attacked a party 4 the King 8 
dragoons, and put ſeveral to the ſword. 


There is no doubt but that this place is of great antiquity, the ſpot being near the 


ſcene of ſo many actions between the Britons, Danes, and Saxons. Even in the Roman 


times the place was noticed, as we may infer from an urn which was diſcovered here 
about fifty years ago filled with coins of that people; and a little above Sutton, half a 
peck of the ſame ſort of coin, with pateras and other antiquities, were found.“ The 
Saxon thanes were long in poſſeſſion of the place; one Elſi held it in the time of 
Edward the Confeſſor; but when William came to the crown, he gave it to his itine- 


rant ſubject Walter de Dowai. The following account is * of it in the general 


ſurvey of that time: 
« Reneware holds of Walter, abate, Elſi held it in the time of King 


« Edward, and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is ſeven carucates. In 


c demeſne is one carucate, and two ſervants, and ſixteen villanes, and fix bordars, and 


te five cottagers, with ſeven ploughs. There are fifty acres of — and as many of 
« wood. It was and is worth ſeventy ſhillings. 


« To this manor is added half a hide, which Briſmar held for a * in the time of 
« King Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is five carucates. Reneware 


« has there one carucate, and two ſervants, and ſeven villanes, and nine bordars, and 


ce two cottagers, with three ploughs. There is a mill of thirty-pence rent, and ſixty 


te acres of meadow, and thirty acres of paſture, and one hundred ACTES of wood. It was 
« and is worth forty ſhillings.”* 


The manor and borough of Wincaunton (for thus was it anciently privileged) fell 
after the Conqueſt into the hands of the Lovels, lords of Caſtle-Cary,* with which 
manor it regularly paſſed through that family, the St. Maurs, and the Zouches, till by 
the attainder of John lord Zouch and St. Maur, 1 Henry VII. it lapſed to the crown, 


e Stukeley's Itin. Curioſ, i, 10. Lib, Domeſday, See vol. ü. p. 53+ | 


and 


n 
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and was granted to Giles lord Daubeny. The manor however remains ſtill in the name 
of Seymour; Edward Seymour, eſq; being its preſent poſſeſſor. 


Maksh-Coukr, the ancient ſeat of the Seymours and Zouches, ſtands three miles 


ſouthward from the town. It now forms a hamlet, containing ſeven houſes. 
The other hamlets and outſkirts of this pariſh are as follow, viz. 
1. Taz Tirnixo, a quarter of a mile ſouthweſt, in which are about thirty houſes. 
2. WincaunToNn-CoMmon, fifteen. 


3. Surrox, one mile weſt, five. 
4. Baxxow-CoMMon, three miles north, about thiny houſes. 


Lands in the laſt-mentioned hamlet (part of which lies within the pariſh of Charlton- 
Muſgrove) to the amount of gl. 11s. 2d. per annum, belonged to the priory of 
Taunton; after the diſſolution of which, theſe lands, with the manor of Roundbill, and 
the rectory of Wincaunton, were ſold to William lord Stourton, whoſe ſon Charles lord 
Stourton, being attainted, the ſaid lands came again to the crown, - and were fold in 
I557 at thirty years purchaſe to . Dier.“ Roundhill near Barrow is now the ſeat 
of Nathaniel Webb, eſq. 


Within this pariſh, and at the diſtance of about three miles northeaſt * the town, 
ſtand the remains of the priory of STavorDALE, founded in the reign of Henry III. 
by Richard Lovel lord of the manor of Wincaunton, for canons of the order of St. 
Auguſtin, and regulation of St. Victor. This priory was dedicated to St. James, and 
endowed with lands in Wincaunton, Preſtley, Rakynton, Eftrepe, Cuttleſham, Thorn- 


Coffin, and other places in this county, and in Buckham-Weſton in the county of 


Dorſet. 24 Edw. III. it was found not to the King's damage to grant licence to Sir 
Richard Lovel, knt. to grant to the prior and convent of Stavordale, a meſſuage, mill, 
two carùcates of arable land, twelve acres of meadow, twelve acres of paſture, ten acres 
of wood, and the rent of one pound of pepper, with appertenances in Prefteleye, to find 
a chaplain to ſay.divine ſervice every day in the priory church of Stavordale for the 


good eſtate of the ſaid Richard while living, and for his ſoul after his deceaſe; and for 


the ſouls of his father and mother, and all his anceſtors, and all the faithful deceaſed. : 
The priors of this houſe were, | - 


Robert, 1263. 

Robert de Charlton, died in February 1309 

Walter de Etone, reſigned Aug. 13, 1322. 

William de Nimesfeld was confirmed Aug. 29, 1322. He died in 1333; and after 
his death Richard Lovel lord of Caſtle-Cary, and patron of the priory, gave licence to 
the canons thereof to elect themſelves a prior. They accordingly elected 

Henry de Nimesfeld, July 21, 1333. 


_ < Harl. MS. 6056. James Dyer, a native of Wincaunton, (of this family probably) was a perſon eminent in 
the law, and publiſhed a volume of reports in 1601. He died, at Stowton in Huntingdonſture, March 24, 1581. 
Athen. Oxon. i, 211. 
-- - * Inq. ad quod Damn. 24 Edw. III. * Ex, Regiſtro Rad. de Salop. Ep. B. & Wellen. 
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John Penſe, Oct. 29, 1418. He died in October 1440. 
William Pointington, Nov. 5, 1440. 
Andrew Grey, Sept. 22, 1502. 
John Legge, Sept. 15, 1508. He reſigned in 1513. 
Richard Crue, canon of Brewton, Aug. 11, 1513. He was prior in 1533, when 
this convent was united to the priory of Taunton," After the diſſolution of that mo- 


naſtery, it was granted as parcel thereof, with all the lands belonging to it, by King 
Henry VIII. in the 36th year of his reign, to John earl of Oxford. | 


The old church, which ſometime ſerved for the conventual one, was eſteemed to be 
the mother church to Wincaunton. This falling into ruins, a new one was built by 
Sir John Stourton, knt. and conſecrated June 4, A. D. 1443. In this church were 
buried Sir Richard St. Maur, and Ela his wife; Nicholas and John St. Maur, and 
many of the family of the Zouches, one of whom founded a chantry here, the laſt in- 
cumbent of which, Robert Gulne, received in 1553 a penſion of five pounds.* 


This priory is now converted into a farm-houſe and barn, together one hundred feet 
in length. Near the eaſt end, at the ſpring of ſome arches, are armorial ſhields, bearing 
as follows: 1. Ten bezants, a canton ermine, Zouch; impaling quarterly, firſt and 
fourth, two chevrons gules, St. Maur; ſecond and third, a lion rampant, Lovel. 
2. Zouch, ſingly. 3. Zouch, impaling a croſs moline. The croſs beams of the ciel- 
ings of the chambers are roughly carved at the interſections with foliage and other 
ornaments. In the barn, which was the chapel of the priory, are two good Gothick 
arches, one twenty, the other thirty- five feet high; the timber work of the roof and 
croſs beams carved. In the wall of the portal is a baſon for holy water; and on the 
top a ſmall turret with one bell. This farm at preſent belongs to Dr. Butford, of 
Banbury in the county of Oxford. In a field belonging to the farm, a little to the 
| ſouthweſt of the houſe, are the remains of an octagonal ſtone croſs, having a ſquare 
plinth. This field is called Kair- Cloſe, from a fair uſually held there the th of Auguſt, 


Stavordale gave title of baron, 20 Geo. II. to Stephen Fox lord Ilcheſter. 


The rectory of Wincaunton, valued in 1292 at twelve marks, was wpioprinred - to 

the priory of Stavordale above-mentioned; and in the year 1374, Biſhop Harewell ap- 

propriated the vicarage to it.“ It is an impropriate curacy in the deanery of Cary; the 
Rev. George Farewell is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, FR is a pretty large edifice, plain 
without, but very handſome within; the chancel having been rebuilt, and the church 
new Toofed and windowed in the year 1748. It is ninety-two feet in length, and fifty- 
two feet in breadth, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ailes, all except the 
chancel covered with lead. At the weſt end is a plain ſquare tower, containing a clock 


and five. bells. | | 
„Pat. 24 Hen. VIII. p. 2. | MEIN Jo, Stafford, Ep. B. & Well. 


* Hiſt, of Abbies, ii. 203. 1 Taxat. Spiritual. Archer, ex Regiſt, Wellen. 0 


Norton-Ferrers) | WIN CAUN TON. 25 


On one ſide of the arch which ſeparates the chancel from the nave, is a handſome 
mural monument of black and white marble, erected to the memory of John Tripp, 


eſq; but without any inſcription, Arms, __ a ſcaling ladder between ſix croſs 
croſslets argent. 


On a ſmall mural monument of white 3 Hoc marmor ſtatuit Nathaniel 
Webb, e grata reverentia memoriæ Jacobi Laurentij Churchey, armigeri de Round- 
Hill, cujus cineres juxta ſunt repoliti, et qui mortalitatem exuit ſecundo die Octobris, 
A. D. 1716, annoque ætatis ſuæ 48.“ Arms, Argent, on a feſſe engrailed between 
three greyhounds' heads eraſed /ab/e, collared or, as many trefoils ſlipped of the laſt. 


On a ſtone monument at the weſt end of the ſouth aile:——<© In memoriam Phi. 
Bennett, arm. qui officium clerici pacis com. Somerſet per multos annos diligenter & 
ſtudioſe peregit; obyt 7 Aprilis A. D. 1725, tat. ſuæ 87. In memoriam Annæ 
uxoris Philippi Bennett, arm. quæ objjt duodecimo die Decembris, A. D. 1735, ætatis 
ſuæ 78.” Arms, Gules, a bezant between three W rampant 3 impaling 
ermine, on a canton ſable, a creſcent argent. 


Near the ſouth wall is a ſtone thus infcribed;——< In a vault under the eaſt part of 
this aile, built by Abraham Gapper, ſerjeant at law, was interred his body, the 23d of 
May 1753. Alſo in the ſame vault was interred the body of Mary, wife of the above- 
mentioned Abraham Gapper, eſq; the gth of May 1764, aged 76. Alſo Henry 
Gapper, eſq; barriſter, and ſon of the above, who died the 15th of May 1767, aged 52. 
Alſo Catharine, daughter of Abraham and Mary Gapper, and relict of the Rev. Aaron 
Baker, vicar of Alternon, and prebendary of Exon, died Dec. 13, 1777, aged 57.” 


Arms, a ſaltier, on a chief three lions rampant; on an eſcutcheon of pretence, a chevron 
between three ſwans. 


On a black ſtone in the Get floor“ Here ech the body of Thomas 
Churchey, of Wincanton, eſq; who dyed Feb. 27, 1721, in the 3th year of his age. 
And Sarah his firſt wife, daughter of Robert Wadman, of Imber in the county of Wilts, 
eſq; who died the 16th of November 1714, aged 28 years, without iſſue. And here 
alſo lies Dorothy, the daughter and only iſſue of Thomas Churchey, by his ſecond wife 


Dorothy, the daughter of John Mogg, of Farringdon 1 in the county of Somerſet, eſq; 
who dyed the 28th of April 1722, aged 2 years.” 


| BixefacTIONs. © Charles Brook, eſq; the vicker of Caverly, Welch Davie, and 
John Stacy, gave thirty-two pounds; John Green, thirty pounds; one moyetie of the 
profit thereof to bee diſtributed on St. Thomas's-day, and the other ne on Good- 
Fryday, to the poor of this pariſh for ever. 1693. 


« Mr. John Thick, ſometime a citizen of Briſtol, gave fifty pounds, the profit thereof 
to be diſtributed to the poore of this pariſh on St. Thomas's-day for-eyer. 1670.” 


In the church-yard is a pedeſtal, on which is the effigies of a man in ſtone, on the 
north ſide of which is this inſcription:——* In memory of Nathaniel Ireſon, maſter- 
builder, who erected this monument for himſelf and family, moſt of. them lying near 
this 12 He died the 18th of April 1769, aged 83.” 
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The length of this pariſh from north to ſouth is nearly ſeven miles; the breadth 
from eaſt to weſt, three miles. The number of the houſes i in the town is 286; in the 
hamlets 87; and detached ones 10. 


The chriſtenings are on an annual average 50; che burials 60. 


CS 


aku eee S E TI M O UR, 
(Anciently called BRocTuNe, and BrokToN) 


DJOINS to 1 on the weſt, and conſiſts of thirteen $vcllings, ſituated 

at the bottom of a hill, from which an extenſive and pleaſing proſpe& opens to- 

wards the north and eaſt, bounded by the ridge of Mendip. This pariſh was held in 
the Conqueror's time by the ſame lord as Wincaunton, and was thus ſurveyed: 


ce Gerard holds of Walter, BRocruxz. Elfi held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for four hides. The arable is eight carucates. In demeſne are two caru- 
cc cates, and fix ſervants, and ſeven villanes, with four ploughs. There are four acres 


e of meadow, and fix furlongs of wood in length and breadth, It was worth ſeven 
© pounds when he received it; now four pounds.“ 


In ſucceeding times the manor of Bratton was held of the crown in chief by knight's 
ſervice by the Lovels and St. Maurs, lords of Wincaunton and Caſtle-Cary, and from 
the laſt of thoſe families, the place derived the appellation of Bratton-Seymour. From 
them it paſſed with their other numerous eſtates to the family of Zouche. 2 and 3 Phil. 
and Mary, Richard Zouche, a deſcendant of the Lords Zouche, ſold a moiety of this 


manor, with the advowſon of the church, to John Dyer, whoſe ſon and heir Laurence 


Dyer held the ſame in the 5th year of the ſame reign; as alſo a meſſuage and tenement 
in Bratton, with ſixteen acres of land and wood lately belonging to the monaſtery of 
Brewton.* 12 Eliz. Charles Zouche gave the other moiety of the manor to Jerom 
Dibben.“ It is ftill divided, one moiety thereof belonging to Mr, Warner; the other 
to Mr, Chillwell. 


The living, valved in 1292 at 100s.* is 32 eee in the deanery of Cary, and in the 
gift of the lords of the manor. The Rev. John Meſſiter is the preſent incumbent, 


The church is dedicated to the Holy Trinity. It is a ſmall building of a ſingle pace, 
with a tower and three bells, and contains nothing worthy of obſervation, 


* Lib. Domeſday, Lib. Feod, ' Ms. Carew. Ter. Sydenham, = * Taxat, Spiritual, 
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the Earl of Morton, as we find it in the following extract: 


© Rainald holds of the Earl, CxxLETons. Three thanes with a clerk held it in 


e the time of King Edward, and gelded for five hides. The arable is fix carucates, 


te In demeſne are three carucates, and ſix ſervants, and five villanes, and ſix cottagers, 


e with one plough and a half. There are fifty acres of meadow, and forty acres of 


e paſture, and twenty acres of coppice-wood.”” 


Charlton came ſoon after to the family of Mucegros, a branch of the family of that 
name who came over with the Conqueror into England, and were afterwards ſeated at 
Overton in the county of Weſtmoreland. In the time of King John, Richard de 
Mucegros was poſſeſſed of lands in Charlton, Norton, and other parts of this county, 
and was alſo farmer of the county of Glouceſter. 38 Henry III. Robert de Mucegros, 
lord of the neighbouring manor of Brewham, is certified to hold in Charlton one 
knight's fee of John de Burgh by royal ſervice, and of William de Iſle one hide of 
land; and three acres of land of Richard Lovel, and one yard-land of William de 
Brywham, and of Lady Sabina D'Orty ten acres of land, by the ſervice of a pair of 
gloves, price one penny, per annum. He alſo held the manor of Norton (afterwards 
called Norton-Ferrers) of Edward Bloynes. To this Robert ſucceeded John de 
Mucegros, who ſeated himſelf at Charlton, and died ſeized thereof 3 Edw. I. leaving 
Robert his ſon and heir.“ Which Robert is ſtiled of Charlton, and was the laft heir 
male of the family that poſſeſſed this manor; for in 8 Edw. I. he died without male 
iſſue, leaving one only daughter, Hawiſe, the wife of John de Ferrers, heir to this and 
his other eſtates, which deſcended in her right to the family of Ferrers, of whom we 


" ſhall ſpeak more particularly hereafter." 


But although the manor of Charlton paſſed away from this name to that of Ferrers, 
there were divers of the deſcendants of the Muſgroves, who ftill retained this as the 
place of their habitation, and flouriſhed here for ſeveral centuries, John Muſgrave of 
this place was ſheriff of Wiltſhire, in which county he had large eſtates, 2 Ric, III. and 


was progenitor of the Muſgraves of Devonſhire, and of Nettlecombe in this county. 


Dr. William Muſgrave, that eminent antiquary and phyſician, .was alſo born here in 
1657, He received the earlier part of his claſſical erudition at Wickham's ſchool in 
Wincheſter; from which he was removed to New-college in Oxford. In 1684 he was 
appointed ſecretary to the Royal Society, to whoſe philoſophical reſearches he was a 
moſt uſeful aſſiſtant, In 1685 and 1689, he took his degrees in phyſick, and was 
afterwards admitted fellow of the college of phyſicians in London. In 1691 he went 
and ſettled in the city of Exeter, where for many years he exerciſed his profeſſion with 
great reputation and ſuccels. During his reſidence there, beſides enriching the medical 


+ Lib. Doweſday, =» Mag. Rot, 9 Joh. Lib. Feod, * * Ibid, Efe. 
f See Norton-Ferrers in Kilmington. he 6 " 
| wide wor 
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world with a variety of very uſeful diſſertations, he applied himſelf to the antiquities of 
this part of England, and among other things publiſhed a Curious and learned com- 
ment on the epitaph of Julius Vitalis, now remaining at the end of the abbey-church 
in Bath; as alſo obſervations on the equeſtrian ſtatue of Geta found near that city; 


and an elaborate account of that part of South-Britain which was formerly inhabited by 
the Belgz, compriling the three counties of Wilts, Hants, and Somerſet. He died 


Dec. 23, 1721. From him deſcended Samuel Muſgrave, M. D. lately deceaſed, the 
learned author of the Criticiſms on Euripides. 


The manor of Charlton-Muſgrove is now diſmembered, 


The benefice is rectorial, and in the deanery of Cary. In 1292, it was rated at ſix 
marks, three ſhillings.* The Rev. Thomas Leir is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Stephen the proto-martyr, and conſiſts of A nave, 


chancel, and tower at the weſt end. 


In the chancel, againſt the north wall, is a handſome 3 n inſcribed, 
« Here lies interred Thomas Penny, eſq; who departed this life April 18, 1730, aged 
57 years. He was a man of ſound judgment, clear underſtanding, and moſt excellent 
morals; a kind and loving huſband; a careful and tender father; a perfect good neigh- 
bour; and an unbiaſſed friend. A merry and cheerful companion; of a free and eaſy 
deportment, not tainted with pride or affectation; of a ſerene mind, and ſteady reſolu- 
tion; and even among the inceſſant tortures of the ſtone, always calm and reſigned. 
Even thus his compoſed ſmiling ſoul would triumph over miſery nell. But, ah! 
Omnibus mors decreta eſt.” 


Againſt the ſouth wall, on a white marble: “ Near this place are interred the 
remains of Suſannah, wife of Nathaniel Farewell, of Holbrook in the county of So- 
merſet, eſq; and daughter of Robert Coker, of Mapouder in the county of Dorſet, eſq. 
Her memory is embalmed with the poſſeſſion of every Chriſtian virtue; having lived 
in the conſtant practice of every relative duty, ſhe reſigned this life with great firmneſs 
July 3, 1745, aged 55.” 

e The yeere of our Lord 1693, Mr. T homas Edwards, of the citty of Briſtoll, mer- 
chant, gave tenn pounds, the profitt thereof to be given to two poore 2 not 
receiving weekly almes of this pariſh, upon St. John's-day yearely for ever,” 
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HIS pariſh, the name of which has been variouſly ſpelt, as Cilemetone, Chelme- 
tone, Culmington, Kilmanton, and Kilmington, is the moſt eaſterly pariſh in the 
county, being cloſely bounded on one fide by Maiden-Bradley, and on the other by 
Stourton and Stourhead, in the county of Wilts. Its ſituation is elevated, and very 
pleaſant, having extenfive proſpects to the north, eaſt, and ſouth, the country well 
wooded, and in a good ſtate of cultivation. A ſpring of fine water, called Blatchwell, 
riſing near the church, forms a rivulet, which runs half a mile above ground, then ſinks, 
and riſes again at the diſtance of three miles in the pariſh of Kingſton-Deverell in the 
county of Wilts, It runs ſo near the ſurface of the ground, that its murmurs may be 
heard in ſeveral parts of its ſubterraneous paſſage, About two miles ſouthweſt from 
the church is a ſmall encampment, called Jack's-Caftle, of an oval form; but its works 
are nearly eraſed. It is ſuppoſed to be Daniſh, from the circumſtance of that people 
having ſo many engagements in this neighbourhood, particularly when King Alfred 
near this ſpot gave them ſo deciſive an oyerthrow. The memory of that prince is 
preſerved by a ſtately tower, erected at the ſouthweſt extremity of the pariſh, by the 
late Henry Hoare, eſq; on an eminence commanding the moſt beautiful inland proſ- 
pect in the kingdom, and to which deſcription would fall very ſhort in doing proper 
Juſtice.* It is. built of brick, of a triangular form, having a turret at each angle, 
and round one of them a railed gallery. Its height is one hundred and fifty-five feet, 


and the aſcent to its top is by one hundred and twenty-one ſteps. On a tablet over the 
entrance is the following inſcription: 


« Alfred the Great, A. D. 879, on this ſummit erected his ſtandard againſt Daniſh 
« invaders: to him we owe the drigin of juries, and the creation of a naval force. 
« Alfred, the light of a benighted age, was a philoſopher, and a Chriſtian; the 
e father of his people; and the founder of the Engliſh monarchy and liberties.” 


This tower is now the ,property of Sir Richard Colt Hoare, bart. grandſon of the 
founder, whoſe elegant ſeat at Stourhead adjoins this pariſh on the Wiltſhire ſide. 


At the time of the Norman Conqueſt-the manor of Kilmington was thus held: 


te The church of St. Edward [of Shafteſbury] holds of Serlo, CaeLMETONE, for his 
ce daughter, who is there. Alſi held it in the time of King Edward. There are five 
< hides; but it only gelded for one hide. The arable is five carucates. In demeſne 
is one carucate, and four villanes, and three cottagers, with four ploughs. There is 
* a wood one mile in length, and three furloogs 1 in breadth. It was yorrh thirty ſhil- 
lings; now forty ſhillings.” 


« From the ſame manor li. e. Brewton] is taken away half a hide in 88 
© Serlo de Burci holds it, and it is worth ten ſhillings. It was of the demeſne farm.“ 


* See the cugraving annexed to Glaſtonbury Torr, vol. 3. p. 264. d Lib, Domeſday. © Tbid. 


From 
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From Serlo de Burci the manor came to the crown, and was granted to the family of 


Le Port, of whom Sybilla Le Port held it in the time of ** Edv. I. and then gave 
lands here to the monaſtery of Brewton. 


By an inquiſition taken at Crewkerne, it was 98 chat George, the firſt Earl of 
Huntingdon, died March 21, 1544, then ſeized of this and divers other manors in this 

neighbourhood; and that Francis earl of Huntingdon was his ſon and heir. But ſoon 
after this by ſome means or other it came to the poſſeſſion of the Hartgills, a family of 
conſiderable reputation and property in theſe parts; two of whom, viz. William, and 
John his ſon, in the reign of Queen Mary, fell unhappy victims to the cruelty of Lord 
Stourton. The property heretofore poſſeſſed by this family is now, by various pur- 


chaſes, chiefly in the hands of Lord Ilcheſter and Sir Richard Colt Hoare, bart. but the 
latter has the manor. 


About a mile northeaſt from Kilmington is NoxTon-FERRERs, which gave name to 
this hundred. It was ſometimes called Nerton-Bowode, and Bonewood, and was poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Muſgraves, whoſe heireſs brought it by marriage to the family of Ferrers, 


John de Ferrers, who married Muſgrave's heirefs, was the firſt lord Ferrers of 
Chartley, and as ſuch had ſummons to parliament among the barons from 27 Edw, I. 


to 5 Edw. II. He died 18 Edw. II. leaving by Hawiſe his ſaid ones Robert de 
Ferrers his ſon and heir, then fifteen years of age. 


This Robert was in the wars of Scotland and Flanders, 5 23 Edw. III. attended 
the King in that memorable expedition into France, when the Engliſh forces obtained 
the ſignal victory at Creſſy. He died the year following, leaving iſſue two ſons, John, 
who ſucceeded him as third Lord Ferrers, and Robert, of Wem and Overſley. 


John, his eldeſt ſon, 33 Edw. III. was in the expedition into Gaſcony, and had 
ſummons to parliament among the barons. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Ralph 


earl of Stafford, by whom, dying abroad 41 Edw. III. he left iſſue Robert, who ſuc-- 
. ceeded to his title and eſtates. 


2 Ric. II. this Robert was in che wars of France, but died 1 Henry V. leaving iſſue 
by Margaret his wife, daughter of Edward lord le Deſpencer, Edmund his ſon and heir. 


Which Edmund de Ferrers was the fiſth Lord Ferrers of Chartley, and having been 
engaged in ſeveral ſoreign expeditions, died ſeized of this manor 14 Henry VI. and 


was ſucceeded therein by William de Ferrers his ſon and * at that time twenty- three 
years of age. 


This William de Ferrers was the laſt of the family in the male line that enjoyed this 
manor; for dying 28 Henry VI. he leſt iſſue one only daughter Anne, heir to all his 
poſſeſſions, which ſhe conveyed to her huſband Walter Devereux, of Weobly in the 
county of Hereford, who 1 Edw. IV. in her right had ſummons to parliament by the 
title of Lord Ferrers of Chartley, and ſoon after was elected knight of the garter; but 
at length had the misfortune to be ſlain at the battle of Boſworth in 1485. 


* Coles's Eſc, |  * See Strype's Memorials, Engliſh Hiſtories, xc. 
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John lord Ferrers, of Chartley, ſucceeded his father in this manor, and left iſſue 
Walter Devereux lord Ferrers, his ſon and heir, who 33 Henry VIII. fold the manor 
of Norton-Ferrers to Lord Stourton, whoſe ſon being attainted, the ſaid manor, with its 
appertenances and other lands and hereditaments in Norton, as alſo the capital meſ- 
ſuage or farm of the manor of Norton, commonly called Norton-Farm, ſituate within 
the pariſh of Kilmington, was granted by Queen Elizabeth, in the 41ſt year of her 
reign, to Hartgill and Willoughby, who ſold the ſame 44 Eliz. to Smyth and Combe; 
after which it came by divers purchaſes to the family of Madox, who fold it to Mr. 
Barnes, and he to Henry Hobhouſe, eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor. | 


Between Kilmington and Maiden-Bradley in Wilts, ſtands Y axwFitLD, which in 
the Conqueror's time belonged to Walter Gifard, or Giffard: 


&« Walter Gifard holds of the King, GzeaneFELLE, and William of him. Ernebold 
« held it in the time of King Edward, and gelded for two hides. The arable is three 
ce carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, with one ſervant, and five cottagers, with 
© one plough. There are twenty acres of paſture; and fixty acres of wood. It was 
ce worth forty ſhillings, now thirty ſhillings. 

This Walter Giffard was ſon of Oſborne de Bolebec, and Avelina his wife, ſiſter to 
Gunnora, ducheſs of Normandy, and great-grandmother to the Conqueror. He was 
the firſt Earl of the county of Buckingham after the Conqueſt;* and one of the prin- 
cipal perſons who compiled the great ſurvey called Domeſday-Book. His ſon and 
heir was another Walter Giffard, ſecond Earl of Buckingham, of whom, in the time of 
Henry II. this manor, conſiſting of one knight's fee, was held by Manſer Biſſet, who 
gave it with all its appertenances to the hoſpital which he founded for poor leprous 
women at Maiden-Bradley. 

The living of Kilmington, the advowſon whereof belonged formerly to the abbey of 
Shaftſbury in Dorſetſhire, and which was in 1292 valued at twenty marks, is rectorial 
in the deanery of Cary. The patronage is in the Earl of Ilcheſter, and the Rev, 
Charles Digby is the preſerit incumbent, 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary. It is a ſubſtantial and very neat edifice, con- 
fiſting of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth aile leaded, and a handſome tower at the 
weſt end containing two bells. In this tower poor old Hartgill and his wife, and ſe- 
veral of their ſervants, took refuge from the affault of Lord Stourton, who, on the 
morning of a Whitſunday, came to this church with a number of men, armed with 
bows and arrows, and guns, with an intent to force away the faid Hartgill and his fon 
to his lordſhip's houſe” at Stourton. What could not be effected by force, was after- 
wards accompliſned by treachery; and an apparently amicable invitation to Stourton 
was an unhappy prelude to the dreadful aſſaſſination of both father and fon, and the 
conſequently” ignominious exit of the perpetrator. 

The Hartgills were interred in the church; but moſt of the inſcriptions over their 


graves are effaced by time. 
| Lib. Domeſday, * Dugd. Bar. i. 59. * Lib. Nig. Scac. i, 189. 
Mon. Ang], ii. 409. Taxat. Spiritual. 
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Ws the north aile there is a ſmall ſtone inſcribed, Here lyeth the body of John 
Hartgill, eſq; who dyed April 5, 1605.“ Arms, [Argent] three bucks heads ca- 
boſſed [L /able.] 


On the north ſide of the nave is an elegant mural monument of white marble, with 
this inſcription 


pariſh, eſq; who died Oct. 1772, aged 72. He was an able, upright, and active magi- 
ſtrate, an honeſt man, and ſincere friend. Jane Madox, his wife, who died Aug. 1774, 


aged 62. Humanity, piety, charity, and benevolence, with every good and amuabic 
quality, were united in the character of this excellent woman; 


- Whoſe form each beauty of her mind expreſs'd, 
Whoſe mind was virtue by the graces dreſs'd. 


Cecilia Madox, their daughter, who died March 1764, aged 27. Richard Madox, 
their ſon, who died January 1777, aged 52.” 


In the church-yard, which is large and . are two tombs. to Ferdinando Ha 
eſq; who died 17 36, aged 79; and John Hartgill, eſq; who died 1748, aged 67.” 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are on an average 18; the burials 11. 


BREWRHA-Lopok, weſtward from Kilmington, was parcel of the eſtate of the 
Muſgroves and Ferrers, lords of Norton. 


PEN, PENZELWOOD, or PEN-SELWOOD. 


HIS pariſh is ſituated on the eaſtern verge of the county, near the junction of the 
confines of Wilts and Dorſet. The ſituation is high, bleak, and expoſed, and 
commands a very extenſive proſpect. The river Stour waſhes it on the eaſtern ſide. 


The ancient names of this place were Penna, Peonna, Peonbo, and Peonbum, all 
which ſignify, in the ancient Britiſh, a head or eminence, and are metaphorically applied 
to the ſummits of mountains, or the tops of any conſpicuouſly elevated places. Selwood 
was afterwards adjoined, becauſe this diſtrict was included within the foreſt of that 
name; and that thereby it might be diſtinguiſhed from another Pen in this county. 


This tract and its environs have been the theatre of many notable rencounters in 


times of old, when an extent of foreign dominion, to be purchaſed by tumult and by 
blood-ſhed, was more eagerly coveted than a ſmall domeſtick territory, to be enjoyed in 
peace and quiet. The Britons, long harraſſed by the perfidious Saxons, and driven 


to and fro throughout the weſtern parts of England, reſolved in this place to collect all 


their ſtrength, and make a ſtand againſt the enemy. Kenewalch, ſon of Kingils, king 
of the Weſt-Saxons, was then hovering in their purſuit, and coming up with them 
| ; bh , — ; n | on 
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on the brow ſouthweſtward from the village, a tremendous 3 enſued in either 
army, but at length victory determined for the Saxons; and the poor Britons ſeem never 
after to have gathered ſtrength ſufficient to repel the arms of the enemy; but retiring 
to the Cambrian hills, left England in diſdain, to be poſſeſſed by foreigners. This 
event happened A. D. 658,* at a period when moſt parts of Britain ſuffered in ſome 
meaſure from the impetuoſity of war; but it ſhould ſeem that the place we are ſpeaking 
of was deſtined to experience a double portion of hoſtility; for although it is not re- 
corded that Alfred in his march through the foreſt againſt the Danes A. D. 879, 
touched upon this village, or that any action here enſued; yet certain it is that the ſame 
people in the year 1001, having recruited their forces, after their return into England, 

their devaſtation of Cornwall, their taking of Exeter, and their poſſeſſing themſelves of 
Hampſhire, Dorſet, and the Iſle of Wight, are found in this ſpot, engaging with a party 
of King Ethelred's officers, who being few in number, and unable to cope with ſo great 

a multitude, fell back, and-the Danes purſuing them, put the greater part to the ſword, 
and burnt the village of Pen entirely to the ground. Nor was it long after that they 
themſelves, under the conduct of King Canute, experienced in this ſelf- ſame place a fate 
equally ſevere; when A. D. 1016, the victorious Edmund, determining to annihilate the 
Daniſh name and power, oppoſed all his army againſt them, and fo totally overthrew 
them, that of all their mighty number few eſcaped the fury of his ſword by flight.* 
The ſcene of this laſt-mentioned action is ſuppoſed to be a waſte piece of land near the 
church, where to this day remain an immenſe number of pits or hollows, noticed in our 
maps by the name of Pen-Pits. The ground in which theſe pits are, contains about 
two hundred acres; the ſoil a gravelly clay. Their form is that of an inverted cone 
their ſizes various, being from ten to fifty feet in diameter at top, and from five to ten 
at the bottom. They are in depth ſlantwiſe from five to ten feet, and ſituated but at 2 
ſmall diſtance from each other. Their number is conſiderably upwards of twenty 


thouſand; but their arrangement is not regular, as ſome have aſſerted; but contrariwiſe 
promiſcuous and confuſed. 


Various are the opinions concerning theſe and ſuch-like excavations, which are to 
be found in other parts of Britain.“ Some have ſuppoſed them to have been cities; 
others refuges from cold and wintry ſtorms, when houſes were infrequent; others, gra- 
naries and receptacles for proviſions; and others, (as in this inſtance) encampments 
for ſoldiery; diſcovering their poſitions as to offence and defence; and deſigning ſome 
ſtations for the main-body, and others for the advanced guards.” And laſtly, others 
have conjeCtured* that the pits in queſtion were excavated by the Daniſh ſoldiers a 
little before the attack made upon them, and the deciſive victory. obtained over 
them near this ſpot by King Alfred's forces. All theſe conjectures are ingenious; 


albeit the pits in queſtion very much reſemble the obſolete grooves of the mines of 
lapis-calaminaris on the r hills. 


* Sax, Chron. p. 39. Ibid. p. 132, © Ibid. p. 148. Flor. Worceſt, Matt. Weſtmon. Brompton, &c. 
« See Archzologia, vol. vii. Tacitus, de moribus Germanorum. =#* Hutchins's Hiſt. of Dorſet, ii. 223. 
| Letter from Mr. Crocker in the Gentleman's Magazine for June 1786; 
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We have no further account of Pen till the time of Edward the Confeſſor, when the 
whole place was occupied by Britnod, a Saxon thane, who being diſpoſſeſſed of it at 
the Conqueſt, it was given by King William to Roger Arundel, who held it when the 


following account was written: 


« William holds of Roger, Pxexxz. Britnod held it in the time of King Edward, 
<« and gelded for three hides. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne is one caru- 
te cate, and four villanes, and eight bordars, and four cottagers, with one plough and a 
« half, There is a mill of forty pence rent, and twelve acres of meadow, and twenty 
tt acres of paſture, Wood twelve furlongs long, and four furlongs and twelve perches 
© broad. It was worth when he received it ſeven pounds, now three pounds.“ 


In the time of Richard I. Matthew de Clyvedon was lord of this manor,” and from 
his deſcendants it came to a family who received their name from the town of Frome, 
where they ſeem to have had large poſſeſſions; the name occurring in teſtimony to ſe- 
veral charters and deeds of the family of Braunche, lords of Frome manor.* 25 Edw. I. 
Richard de Frome had a moiety of this manor,” and was ſucceeded by another of his 
name. To which Richard ſucceeded William, and to. him Reginald de Frome, who 
had lands in Compton-Paunceford 5 Edw.;" III. and 7 Edw. III. the ſame Reginald, 
and Margaret his wife, are certified to hold the third part of the manor of South- 
Cadbury.“ By an inquiſition taken at Brewton 17 June, 17 Henry VIII. it was found 
that John Butler of Badminton died ſeized of the manor of Pen, 15 Henry VIII.“ 


It is now the property of the Earl of Ilcheſter, the Earl of Egremont, Mr. Biggin, 
and others. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Cary. In 1292 it was valued at ſix marks.? 
The lords of the manor are its patrons, and the Rev. Richard Ring is the preſent 
incumbent, 

The church, which is dedicated to the honour of St. Michael the Archangel, is a 
{mall old building, ſixty- five feet in length, and ſeventeen in breadth, having a nave, 


chancel, and porch, all covered with tile, and a ſquare embattled tower at the weſt end, 
fifty feet high, and containing three bells. In the porch is a very fine Saxon arch. 


On a ten years average, the chriſtenings i in this pariſh are found to be annually in 
number five; the burials three. 


» Lib. Domeſday, i Rot. Pip. 10 Ric. I. * Cart. Antiq. ! Peramb, Foreſt, 
m Eſc. " Ibid. * Inq. 17 Hen, III. ? Taxat, Spiritual, 
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SHEPTON-MONTACUTE. 
HIS pariſh, containing the hamlets of UpyER and LowWER-SHEPTON, KxoLt, and 


STONEY-STOKE, lies north from Wincaunton; and in the Conqueror's time was 


poſſeſſed by the Earl of Morton, and of him held by Drogo, or Drew de Montacute. 


cc Drogo holds of the Earl, SczrTonz. Toli held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for five hides. The arable is five carucates. In demeſne are two caru- 
o cates, and eight ſervants, and eight villanes, and five cottagers, with three ploughs. 
There are two mills; one not rated, the other pays ſeven ſhillings and fix-pence. 
There are thirty acres of meadow, wood ten furlongs long, and four furlongs broad. 
<« [t was worth ſeven pounds, now one hundred ſhillings. 


« To this manor is added Srochx, [i. e. Stoney-Stoke.] Drogo holds it of the 
« Earl. Robert [ſon of] Wimarc held it in the time of King Edward, and gelded for 
ce three hides. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, and two 
ce ſervants, and five villanes, and eight cottagers, with two ploughs. There are five 
ce acres of meadow, and two acres of wood. It is worth three pounds.“ 


This Drogo de Montacute was one of thoſe chieftains who came into England with 
William duke of Normandy, in the retinue of Robert earl of Morton, under whom he 
enjoyed this territory, which in proceſs of time became the ſeat of a barony, and was 
from its poſſeſſors denominated Shepton-Montacute. He held alſo of the faid Earl one 
hide of land in Montagud or Montacute in this county, which place is generally ſuppoſed 
to have given title to the family; but their original cognomination was derived from 
Montagu a townſhip in Normandy, where they had poſſeſſions, and were ſeated long 


before the place in England had its name. And it is altogether probable that the Earl 


of Morton (if he had any other reaſon than that of a Latin definition) impoſed on his 
demeſnes at Biſhopſtor? the appellation of Montagud or Montacute, in compliment to 
this Drogo, his favourite and confidential friend. But waving this matter, we find the 
ſaid Drogo de Montacute in poſſeſſion of theſe eſtates till his death, which took place 
about the latter end of the reign of King Henry I. when he was ſucceeded by William 
de Montacute his ſon and heir. 


To which William ſucceeded Richard de Montacute, who 2 Henry II. paid twenty 
pounds into the King's exchequer for the ancient pleas; and 7 Henry II. upon the 
collection of the ſcutage then levied, he paid twenty marks for the knights fees which he 
at that time held.* Soon after which he died, leaving ifſue Drogo or Drew de Mon- 
tacute his ſon and heir, who was commonly called Drogo Juvenis, or young Dru. 


This Dru, upon the aſſeſſment of the aid for marrying the King's daughter, 12 
Henry II. certified his knights” fees to be in number nine, a half and a third 1 of che 
old feoffment, and one of the new. Theſe fees were thus held: 


Lib. Domeſday, > See Montacute in Tintinhull Hundred, 
© Rot. Pip. 2 Hen. II. Rot. Pip. 7 Hen, II. 
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William Malherbe, three fees. 
Robert Fitz-John, one fee. 
Jordan Guihaine, one fee. 
Robert Fitz-William, in Winners, half a fee. 
Hamo, half a fe. 
Helias de Arden, half a fee. 
Thomas de Tolre, half a fee. | 
Richard Fitz-Bernard, the third part of a fee. 
And of the new feoffment, William de Montacute, one ee. 


Beſides one knight's fee in Dicheneſcove, [D iſhcove] whereof he was unwarrantably 
diſpoſſeſſed by Henry Lovel.* For all which fees 14 Henry II. he paid ten marks.“ 


He married Aliva, the daughter of Alan Baſſet, baron of Wiccomb in the county of 
Bucks, and by her had iſſue, 


William de Montacute, who ſucceeded to the barony, 1 6 Ric. I. paid 61. 1s. 8d. 
for his eſtates in this county, as ſcutage for the King's ranſom.* 7, 8, and 9 Joh. he 


executed the office of ſheriff for this county and Dorſet, having under him for the firſt 


of thoſe years Oſbert the clerk his deputy." 17 Joh. this William being found in 
arms with the rebellious barons, all his lands in this county and Dorſet were ſeized by 
the King, and given to Ralph de Ralegh, but they were afterwards reſtored; He died 
18 Joh. and was ſucceeded by another William de Montacute, his ſon and heir. 


| Which William, 17 Henry III. had alſo all his lands diſtrained by virtue of the King's 


precept, for omitting to repair to court at the feaſt of Whitſuntide, there to receive the 
dignity of knighthood, as he was required to do. But the next year, on doing his 


homage, he was by the ſheriff of Somerſet and Dorſet reinſtated in his poſſeſſions. 
He died 31 Henry III. leaving iſſue 


William his ſon and heir, who 38 Henry III. had ſummons to . the King into 
Gaſcony, againſt Alphonſo X. King of Caſtile, who had uſurped that province. 
41 Henry III. he was ſummoned to be with the King at Cheſter, on the feaſt-day of 
St. Peter ad vincula, well furniſhed with horſe and arms, thence to march againſt 


L lewellyn-ap-Griffith, prince of Wales. 42 Hen. III. he had alſo a ſimilar citation.“ 
By Berta his wife, he left iſſue 


Simon de Montacute, who alſo was in ſeveral expeditions i into Wales, and particu- 
Jarly in that of 10 Edw. I. when Llewellyn loſt his territory and life. 18 Edw. I. he 
obtained of that King a confirmation of this manor of Shepton-Montacute, with all 
the woods, &c. thereto belonging, ſituated within the foreſt of Selwood; and alſo of 
the manors of Y arlington, Chedzoy, Goathill, Knolle, and Laymore, all in this county; 
with other lands and rents in the counties of Dorſet, Bucks, and Oxon.' 22 Edw. I. 
he received command to attend the King at Portſmouth, well furniſhed with horſe and 


Lib. Nig. Scac. i. 94. 5 Rot. Pip. 14 Hen. II. 3 
Rot. Fin, 17 Hen, III. m. 5. 


» MS. Dodſworth. 
. 18 Ed. I. n. 73. 
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arms, to fail thence into Gaſcony, where he performed many great and ſignal ſervices.” 
26 Edw. |. he was in the Scottiſh wars; and the year following was appointed governor 
of Corfe-Caſtle in Dorſetſhire. In 1301 he was one of thoſe barons who ſigned a 
memorable letter to the Pope, in anſwer to his pretences of ſupremacy in Scotland: 

his ſeal affixed thereto was a griffin rampant, with this circumſcription: Siuox Dxs pz 
MonTEacuTo. 35 Edw. I. he was again in the Scottiſh wars; 2 Edw. II. was conſtituted 
governor of Beaumaris caſtle in Angleſey; and 7 Edw. II. was Admiral of the King's 


fleet. He married Aufricia daughter and heir of Ferguſius king of the Iſle of Man, 
and by her had two ſons William and Simon. 


William de Montacute, the eldeſt ſon and heir, was alſo in the wars of Scotland for 
ſeveral years of King Edw. II. with whom he was eminently in favour for his fidelity, 
circumſpection, and prudence, in many weighty matters wherewith he was entruſted; 
and by whom he was appointed ſeneſchal of Gaſcony, and governor of the iſland of 
Oleron in France. He had ſummons to parliament among the barons 11 and 12 
Edw. II. and the year following died in Gaſcony, ſeized of this manor, Varlington, 
Knolle, (for which he had charter of free-warren) Goathill, and Thurlbeer, leaving by 
his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Peter de Montfort, ſeveral ſons and daughters. 


William, the ſecond fon of this laſt- mentioned William, (John the eldeſt having 

died in his life-time) ſucceeded to the barony of Shepton-Montacute, and 19 Edw. II. 

was made a knight of the Bath. 2 Edw. III. he was choſen as one of the barons to 

attend the King to Amiens, where Edward did homage to Philip de Valois king of 

France, for his dutchy of Aquitain. His conduct both at home and abroad was ſo 

highly approved by his ſovereign, and his ſervices ſo conſpicuouſly beneficial to his 

country, that he retained him for the term of his whole life to ſerve him as well in time 

of peace as war; in conſideration of which he granted him the manor of Wark upon 77 
Tweed; the manors of Kingſbury and Camel; and the manor, town, and hundred 1 
of Somerton in this county.“ He was alſo by the ſame King, for his extraordinary . | 
merit, advanced to the title and dignity of Earl of Saliſbury 16 March 1336-7, with | = 
a grant of the yearly rent of twenty pounds out of the profits of the county o Wilts, | 

to him and his heirs for ever. He had alſo one thouſand pounds penſion, and the 1 
grant of an eagle added to his arms, with the office of Earl Marſhal for life. He died #4 | 
17 Edw. III. ſeized of this manor, and the hamlet of Blackmore, parcel thereof; as N 
alſo of the manor of Stoke-Triſter, with its members of Cucklington and Bayford; | \ 
leaving by Catharine his wife, daughter of William lord Grandiſon, two ſons, William, | 

who ſucceeded him, and John, whoſe ſon John became Earl of Saliſbury, and four 

daughters, who were all married to perſons of high rank and diſtinction.“ 


William de Montacute, or Montagu, ſecond earl of Saliſbury, upon founding the 
illuſtrious order of the garter in 1349, was the ſeventh knight elected, being then 
twenty- one years old. In 1346 he aſſiſted in the famous battle of Creſſy, and in 1356, 
commanded the rear of the Engliſh army in the battle of Poitiers. He ſerved in the 

French wars all the time of Edw. III. and being lord ſteward to King Richard II. be 


—— 
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had the honour of conducting the Princeſs Anne of Bohemia, daughter of the Emperor 
Charles IV. from Calais to the King her ſpouſe at London. He married Elizabeth, 
eldeſt daughter and coheir of John lord Mohun of Dunſter, and by her had an only 
fon William, who was unfortunately ſlain 6 Ric. II. by his father in a tilting at 
Windſor. And the Earl dying in 1397, was ſucceeded by his nephew John, the ſon of 
his brother Sir John de Montacute, knt. deceaſed, and of Margaret daughter and heir 
of Sir Thomas Monthermer lord Monthermer, by Joan of Acres his wife, ſecond 
daughter of Edw. I. in whoſe right he was ſummoned to parliament among the barons 
of the realm from 31 Edw. III. to Feb. 25, 1389-90, when he died, and was buried in 
Saliſbury cathedral. He had alſo other ſons, of whom Simon Montagu, who died 
before him, was anceſtor to the Dukes of Montagu, Mancheſter, &c. 


His eldeft ſon and heir, Sir John de Montacute, knt. third earl of Saliſbury, was 
thirty-nine years old at his father's deceaſe, ſoon after which he had livery of his lands; 
as alſo 21 Ric. II. of thoſe lands which deſcended to him from his uncle William de 
Montacute earl of Saliſbury aforeſaid.“ 22 Ric. II. he was conſtituted Marſhal of 
England; but ſoon after the depoſal of that King he entered into a confederacy with 
John Holland earl of Huntingdon, Thomas Holland duke of Surry, and Thomas 
Diſpenſer earl of Glouceſter, to dethrone King Henry, and reſtore King Richard. With 
this deſign they came to Windſor- caſtle, under the diſguiſe of Chriſtmas players, but 
being detected, they fled in the night-time to Cirenceſter in Glouceſterſhire; where the 
townſmen, being alarmed at the unexpected arrival of ſuch. a number of ſtrangers, and 
at ſo unſeaſonable a time, ſtopped up. all. the avenues to the town to hem them in, and 
prevent their eſcape. Hereupon a grievous battle enſued, which laſted from midnight 
till three the next morning, when they yielded up themſelves, deſiring they might not 
ſuffer death till they could ſpeak with the King; which was granted. But a certain 
prieſt of their party, having ſet fire to a part of the town, with a view of giving them 
an opportunity to eſcape, the .Cirenceſtrians were thereby ſo exaſperated, that they 
dragged them out of the abbey, where they were confined, and beheaded them. pub- 
lickly in the market-place at break of day.” The body of the Earl was buried in the 
abbey-church of; Cirenceſter, where it remained till 8 Henry V. and was then removed, 
upon the petition of Maud his widow, to the abbey of Buſtleſham, or Biſham, in the 
county of Berks, which his anceſtors had founded. By Maud his ſaid wife, who was 
the daughter of Sir Adam Francis, knt. he had iſſue two ſons, viz. Thomas; and 
Richard, who died without iſſue; and three daughters, viz. Anne, Margaret, and 
Elizabeth, | | 4 


Thomas Montagy, the eldeſt ſon, was the greateſt hero of his time; being lieutenant 
in Normandy for Henry V. and. VI.; ſometime general in France under John duke of 
Bedford, and often general in chief. He reduced many places in Normandy, and in 
1418 defeated. the French at Freſnoy. In 1423 he overcame the French army, then 
beſieging Crevant; killed ſeven Earls and Lords, one thouſand eight hundred knights 
and gentlemen, with ſeven thouſand common men and: priſoners. In. 1424, he was 
chief commander under the Duke of Bedford in the great victory over the French at 


Rot. Fin. 21 Ric. II. m. 11, Tho. Wals, p. 401. * Pat. 8 Hen, V. m. 4. Mon. Angl. ii. 355. 
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Verneuil, where among the ſlain were fifteen earls and noblemen of France, three 
Scots lords, Archibald earl of Douglas the general, the earls of Buchan and Wigton, 
with nine thouſand ſeven hundred common men, French and Scots. He died in 1428, 
of a wound which he received at the fiege of Orleans, leaving by Helen, daughter 
of Thomas Holland duke of Surry, an only daughter, Alice, wife of Richard Neville, 
ſon of Ralph the firſt earl of Weſtmoreland; who in 1428 was by King Henry VI. 
created Earl of Saliſbury, 


But neither did this Thomas de Montacute, or any of his poſterity, inherit the 
manor we are ſpeaking of, (which, after the attainder of John Montagu earl of Saliſbury 
and father of the ſaid Thomas;-was-given away to Sir Richard de St. Maur, and was 
afterwards poſſeſſed by the families of Pole, Dinham, and Berkeley, and is now finally 
enjoyed by Edward Phelips, of Montacute, eſq;) for the only manor that was affigned 
him by the King in compaſſion of his youth, and the low eſtate into which he had been 
brought by the attainder of his father, was the manor of Knolle; the other eſtates being 
diſſeminated according to the politicks of the times. | | 

The arms borne by this family were various,” as, 1. A griffin ſegreant. 2. Two tal- 
bots paſſant. 3. Argent, three fuſils in feſſe gules, within a bordure ſable; which laſt 
are uſed by the preſent Duke of Mancheſter. | 


The church of Shepton-Montacute was in 1292 valued at eight marks,* and was 
appropriated to the priory of Brewton. It is a curacy in the deanery of Cary, and in 
the patronage of Lord Ilcheſter; the Rev. Mr. Goldeſbrough is the preſent incumbent, 

The building (dedicated to St. Peter) conſiſts of a nave and chancel, with a tower on 
the ſouth ſide, containing three bells. On the north wall there is a white marble to the 
memory of William Mogg, and Rebecca his wife. She died Jan. 8, 1717, aged 55; 
he Sept. 18, 1721, aged 75. As alſo to the memory of Mr. Thomas Wolmington and 
Mary his wife. She died June 6, 1751, aged 63; he May 18, 1766, aged 82, Arms, 
Ermine, three creſcents gules. 

In the church- yard are the remains ef an old croſs. 

Seals from ancient Deeds. 5 Taxat. Spiritual. 


S TOKE-TRISTER 
S a pariſh on the eaſtern fide of Wincaunton, compriſing a large hamlet called 


Bavroxd, ſituated one mile weſtward in the turnpike-road from the town of Win- 
caunton to, Mere in Wiltſhire. This manor, with its members of Bayford and Cuck- 
lington, was poſſeſſed by Robert carl of Morton at the time of the Norman Conqueſt. 


te Bretel holds of the Earl, STocuz. Two thanes held it in the time of King 


« Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable is five carucates. In demeſnc is 
Vol. III.. H « one 
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te one carucate, and ſeven ſervants, and three villanes, and eight bordars, and five cot- 


« tagers, with two ploughs. There is a mill of ten- pence rent, and fifteen acres of 
« meadow. Wood one mile long, and one en broad. It was and is worth ſixty 


« ſhillings.” 


About the time of Henry I. this manor became the property of Richard Del Eftre, 
a baron of great account, who held divers fees in this county of the honour of Morton, 
and the barony of Montacute. It does not appear how long that family were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of this manor; but in the time of King John we find it the property of Richard 
Rivel, lord of Curry-Rivel and other manors in this county; whoſe heireſs Sabina, in 


the time of Henry III. brought i it by marriage to Henry de Ortiaco, or L'Orti, another 


great baron and landholder in the weſtern parts of England, This Henry was father 
of another Henry, who, 14 Edw. I. having been in the expedition into Wales, obtained 
the King's precept for ſcutage from all his tenants by military ſervice. 22 Edw. I. he 
had ſummons to attend the King at Portſmouth well furniſhed with horſe and arms to 
fail into France.? 25 Edw. I. he was ſummoned to parliament among the barons; and 
32 Edw. I. obtained a charter of free-warren in all his demeſne lands at Stoke-Triſtre; 
as alſo a licence for a market every week upon the Tueſday at CuckLinGToN; with a 
fair yearly on the eve, day, and morrow after the feaſt of All-Saints, and ſeven days 


enſuing.“ In the ſame reign alſo the ſaid Henry L'Orti granted to the abbey of Bindon 
in the county of Dorſet, all ſuit of court, with the homage, &c. in this his manor of 


Stoke-Triſtre.* This Henry L'Orti died 14 Edw. II. leaving iſſue Henry his ſon and 
heir, the third of that name. Which Henry, by his deed dated 19 Edw. II. granted to 
Thomas Att-Ayſhe Baker, a meſſuage, two yard-lands, two acres of meadow, and two 


| acres of wood, in Curry-Rivel, Langport, and Weſtover, parcel of the demeſne lands 


of Curry-Rivel: there remained w the ſaid Henry, beſides this feoffment, the ma- 
nors. of Curry-Rivel, Pitney, and Stoke-'F1iftre, all held of the King in chief by 
knight's ſervice.” He died 15 Edw. III. ſeized of the manors of Stoke-Triſtre, Bay- 
ford, and Cucklington, with the advowſon of the church of Cucklington, and the chapel 
of Stoke, leaving John de L'Orti his ſon and heir. Which John de L'Orti, many 
years before his death, granted to one Elizabeth Child, of Stanford, the manors of Stoke- 
Triſtre, Cucklington, and Bayford, to hold to her, her heirs and aſſigns for ever. 

Shortly after this enfeoffment he married the ſaid Elizabeth Child, and ſhe ſurviving 
him, releaſed all her right in the ſaid manors to Sir John de Molyns, kat. and his heirs,* 
who had likewiſe before a ſimilar releaſe thereof from Ralph de Middelney, William de 
Mariſchal, and Richard de L'Orti, brother of Sir John de L'Orti, knt. aforeſaid." 
17 Edw. III. William de Montacute earl of Sarum died ſeized in his demeſne, as of 


fee, of the manor of Stoke-T riſter, with the members of Cucklington and Bayford, 


and all other appertenances, parcel of the barony de Urtiaco. After which the ſaid 


manors paſſed to the Fitz-Alans earls of Arundel; and are now veſted in Edward 
Phelips, of Montacute, eſq. 


* Lib. Domeſday. > Lib. Nig. Scac. i. 98. | © © Rot. Vaſcon. 22 Ed. I. m. 7. 
* Cart. 32 Ed. I. m. 3. * Hiſt. of Dorſet, i. 130. f Inq. ad quod damnum, 19 Ed. II. 
17 Eſe. Cart. Antiq. 3 Rot. Claus. 21 Ed. III. Ibid. Etc. 
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The living of Stoke-Triſter is a rectory in the deanery of Cary, and in the patronage 
of the lord of the manor. The Rev. William Phelips is the preſent incumbent. 
The church is a ſmall building of one pace, having a tower with four bells. 


Under the communion-table is an inſcription to the memory of the Rev. Charles 
Michell, re&or of this church, who died Feb. 18, 1715. 
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O the ſoutheaſt of Stoke-Triſter lies Cucklington, ſituated on high ground, on 

the top of a north ſlope of a ſteep and lofty ridge, called Clay-Hill, which in this 

part is the boundary of the counties of Somerſet and Dorſet. From the top of this 

hill, and from the pariſh church- yard, to the ſouth and weſt, the proſpect is very 

extenſive, rich, and beautiful, The whole number of houſes in this pariſh is forty- 

ſeven, and of inhabitants two hundred and fifty. Forty-two of theſe houſes form an 

irregular ſtraggling ſtreet near the church; the reſt ſtand ſingly. There are ſeveral fine 

ſprings on the ſtreet ſide; the lands are moſtly arable; the foil under the hill a wet 
cold clay. | 3 | 
The manor is called in Domeſday-Book Cocintone: 


< Bretel holds of the Earl [Morton] CocinToxnes, Levin and Suain held it in the 
ce time of King Edward, and gelded for ſeven hides. The arable is fix carucates. In 
c demeſne is one carucate, with one ſervant, and twelve villanes, and eight cottagers, 
© with two ploughs. There are twenty-two acres of meadow. Wood eighteen fur- 
e longs long, and four furlongs broad. It was worth ſeven pounds, now one hundred 
ce ſhillings.* 

This manor was always an appendage to Stoke-Triſter; and its lords the L'Orti's 
(as has been mentioned in the account of that pariſh) procured a weekly market, and 
an annual fair, to be held in this place. Nothing now remains of either; its lord is 
Edward Phelips, of Montacute, eſq; who is alſo patron of the living, which in 1292 
was valued at ten marks.” It is rectorial, in the, deanery of Cary; the Rev. William 
Phelps is the preſent incumbent. | 


The church is dedicated to St. Lawrence. It is a Gothick ſtructure, ſixty feet long, 
and thirty-two feet wide, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and two fide ailes. On the 
ſouth ſide is an embattfed tower, forty-two feet high, with five bells, and a pinnacle 
terminated by a gilt ball, eight feet above the tower. 

3 one ſide of the eaſt yindow i a neat mural monument of black and white marble, 
inſcribed, ! Hic a quod reliquum eſt Nicolai Watts, armigeri, qui obijt die 
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Nov. 14, A. D. 1729, ætatis ſuæ 51. Filia ejus unica, ſuperſtes et heres, Elizabetha, 
Rutha uxore genita, hoc debiti honoris et obſervantiæ teſtimonium chari patris ſui me- 
moriæ ſacrum mærens Poſuit. Arms, Azure, three broad arrows or; on a chief of 
the ſecond, as many moors' heads, ſide-faced, couped proper: impaling ermine, on a 
bend ſable, three boars' heads or. 


On a ſimilar monument againſt the north wall of the chancel: —< Memoriz ſa- 
crum Ruthæ, charæ ſuæ uxoris, Nicolas Watts de SHanks, in hac parochia, marmor 
hoc ſtatuit. Obijt viceſimo die July, Anno Domini 1716, ætatis 38 5 
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NORTH-PETHERTON 


ving its name as from the hundred town, ſo particularly from the river Parret, 
which runs through it longitudinally, and at length diſcharges itſelf into the 
Briſtol Channel, at a ſmall diſtance from its very northern extremity. 


Within this diſtrict were formerly contained thirty- eight hides, three yard-lands, and 
half a furlong; of which thirty-one hides, three yard-lands, and half a furlong, belonged 
to the crown. Five other hides and a half, and half a yard-land, were held in demeſne 
by the King's barons; viz. by Walſcin de Douai, two hides; John, the uſher, a yard- 
land and a half; Anſger, the cook, five yard-lands; Robert de Auberville, a hide and 
a half; and the church of Petherton, half a hide.* 


The Kings of England had here a foreſt and a park; but the royalty. of the hundred 
was in private hands; being in. the time of Henry III. the property of Henry de 
Erleigh, whoſe deſcendants held it with the manor of North-Petherton, in fee-farm of 
the crown at the rent of five pounds five ſhillings per annum.” Beſides the hundred: 
town it contains the borough, market, and ſea-port-town of BaipowaTER,, and eight 
other pariſhes. | = 


1 a conſiderable tract of land, lying in the weſtern part of this county, and deri- 
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NORTH-PETHER TO N. 


L x Very large pariſh ſituated in a woody flat between the towns of Bridgwater and 
=. Taunton, and waſhed by the river Parret, from which it derives its name, being 
| | 2nciently written Pedertone, or the town upon the Parret; and not infrequently 
.Nope-Peper, from its more northerly ſituation on the ſame river, which nearer its riſe 
Kirts another hundred, in contradiſtinction denominated 8uG-Peper, Soutb-Petbherton. 


There are within this extenſive pariſh the —_— places, tithings, and hamlets: 


1 Nokrn-PETHERTON, | MookLanD, BooMER, 
| PETHERTON-PARR, | BANKLAND, MEeLcomB-PAULET, 
NorTH-NEwTON, | SHEzRSTON, Roap, 
14 WVTST-Nzwrox, TuckkRTON, FaRINO DON, 
BY | WoLMERSDON,' | ManszrL, 2 and 
. . | HunTWORTH, CLAVELSHAY, | Epcznorovucn. 


The town of North-Petherton conſiſts chiefly of one ſtreet, which is built along the 

| turnpike-road from Bridgwater to Taunton, and contains many good houſes. It had 
formerly a large market on Saturdays for corn, the remains of which are ſtill in being; 
and there is a fair on the firſt and ſecond days in May, procured of the crown by the 
ancient Jords of the manor and the hundred. 


" | The town was formerly the poſſeſſion of the Saxon kings, and it was of fuch conſe. 
| | quence, that it never was aſſeſſed to the Danegeld, nor rated to any other ſubſidy, 
* King William the Conqueror kept it in his own hands, and his commiſſioners gave the 
. | following report of it: 
| « The King holds Noxr-PEREr. King E Edward held i it. It never gelded, nor is 
| 1 « it known how many hides there are. The arable is thirty carucates. In demeſne 
< are three carucates, and twenty villanes, and nineteen cottagers, and ſix ſervants, 
= 7 | * and twenty ſwineherds, with twenty-three ploughs. There is a mill of fifteen-pence 
| | < rent, and one hundred acres of meadow, apd two miles of paſture: it yields twenty 
f te ſhillings per annum. 
1 | 
i /X | © This manor brings in a revenue of bee pounds eight ſhillings and four- 
WF: 55 E pence, of twenty in an ore.“ 
[ 1 i The manor of North-Petherton had after the Conqueſt for its colfefives the ancient 
1 family of de Erlega, or Erleigh, ſo denominated from the lordſhip of Erleigh near 
; . f | | Reading in the county of Berks. In the time of Henry II. William de Erleia (for fo 
_— | was his name then written) certified to the King that by virtue of his tenure he had a 
y right to be the King's chamberlain, and that he had one knight in fee, ſcil. Thomas de 
Bercham, of the old feoffment, and none of the new.“ This William was ſon of John 
de Erleigh, of whom, and his deſcendants, particular notice has been already taken in 


Lib. Domeſday, V Lib, Nig. Scac. i. 101. 
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the pariſh of Beckington in the hundred of Frome. It therefore here remains only to 
obſerve, that this manor, after having been poſſeſſed by the Erleighs for many ſucceſſive 


generations, paſſed at length from them to the family of Beaupine, and by the marriage 


of Agnes the daughter and heir of Thomas Beaupine, with John Bluet of Grindham,* 
it became veſted in that family, of whom were John, Walter, and Nicholas Bluet, and 
others, who lineally inherited this manor and hundred. After them it was diſperſed by 
coheireſſes into different hands. By ſome means or other, however, it came to the 
crown, where it lodged for ſome length of time, and was granted to Edward earl of 
Hertford, afterwards Duke of Somerſet; who' being attainted, King Edw. VI. in the 
7th year of his reign granted the manor and other hereditaments, late parcel of the 
lands and. poſſeſſions of the ſaid Duke, to John duke of Northumberland, who the 


ſame year exchanged the ſaid premiſes with Sir Thomas Wroth, knt. Both the manor 


and hundred of North-Petherton are now poſſeſſed: by John Slade, efq. 


A little to the eaſtward of the town, though i in the hundred of Williton Freemanors, 
is PETHERTON-PARK, the cuſtody. of which was in ancient times a ſerjeanty, belonging 
to the manor of Newton-Foreſter, now Newton; and in that right was held in the 
time of Henry II. and Ric. I. by Oſbert and William Dacus, or Dennis. 5 Joh. that 
King granted to William de Wrotham the whole lands of William Dacus er to 
the cuſtody of the park of Petherton, with the houſes and edifices thereon, together 
with the bruſhwood, deadwood, pannage, and other perquiſites belonging to the office 
of park-keeper, the ſame being declared to belong to Newton, and other the lands of 
William de Wrotham in this county. At the time of this grant, the ſaid William de 
Wrotham was foreſter of all the King's foreſts in this county and Dorſet, being there- 


unto elected, and on the payment of a fine of one hundred pounds was admitted by the 
King. It muſt be underſtood that the foreſters ſo choſen were called Foreſtarii Baronum 


et Militum, and were of the nature of truſtees: for the woods, commons, and pannage, 
which the barons, knights,' and other freeholders, held in their own right within the 
King's foreſts. Theſe officers were very different from the King's foreſters, which 
were only appointed for the preſervation of the King's rights. Of theſe ſome were 
| arbitrarily appointed, and others had the office annexed to certain lands; which laſt were 
called Foreſters in Fee. Upon the grant of Newton to William de Wrotham, the 
ſervice was enlarged, and as William Dacus held the ſame by the ſerjeanty of being the 
King's foreſter within the park of Petherton, it was declared that he held it by the 
ſervice of being the King's foreſter in the counties of Somerſet, Dorſet, Devon, and 


Cornwall. It does not however * that his heirs ever en the office out of 
this county. 


This William was ſucceeded by his two ſons ſucceſſively, viz, William, EP TOR 
of Taunton, and Richard; the firſt being a clergyman, Richard his brother was ſubſti- 
tuted in his room. Which Richard left a ſon of his own name, who 35 Henry III. 
died without iſſue; on which William de Placetis, ſon of Muriel his eldeſt ſiſter; 


Conſtance, wife of John le Blund; Emma, wife of Geffrey de Scolands and Chriſtian, 
viſe of Thomas Picot; -became his heirs.* 


* Eſc, L pat. 5 Joh. Rot. 5. Joh, . 
5 William 
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William de Placetis, as ſon of the eldeſt ſiſter, had the office of foreſter, as alſo the 
manor of Newton; and 35 Henry III. was admitted, paying a rent of four heifers and 
a little bull for the bailiwick of Exmore, and giving a ſatisfaction to the reſt of the 
coheirs. This William died 2 Edw. I. and was ſucceeded by Richard his fon, who 
dying without iſſue 17 Edw. I. his lands were divided between three ſiſters, Sabina, 
wife of Nicholas Peche; Avelina, wife of Thomas Durant; and Emma, wife of John 
Hairun or Heron. Every one of theſe ſiſters had a ſhare of the manor of Newton, 
which deſcended to their children, as will hereafter be ſhewn; but ſoon after the death 
of Sir Richard de Placetis, it was found that the office of being keeper of Petherton- 
Park, as alſo foreſter of Exmore, Neroche, Selwood, and Mendip, likewiſe the cuſtody 
of the warren of Somerton, appertained to a certain meſſuage within the manor, and 
a meadow called Windenreid-Mede; which meſſuage and meadow were included in the 
portion of Sabina Peche; by which means ſhe was 24 Edw. I. foreſter in fee of thoſe 
foreſts, and appointed Peter de Hamme to be her deputy. 


In the time of this Sabina Peche, viz. 26 Edw. I. a perambulation was made of all 
the foreſts in this county,* in order to reduce them to their ancient and lawful bounds, 


in 


I. % Perambulatio foreſtæ de Selewode in comitatu Somerſet, per viſum Malcolini de Harleigh & Johannis 
de Wroteſleghe, ad viſum dictæ perambulationis faciendum per Dominum Regem aſſignatorum, Galfredi de 
Wrokeſhall & Hugonis de Popham militum, de comitatu prædicto, per præfatos Malcolinum & Johannem elec- 
torum & eiſdem aſſociatorum, convocatis & præſentibus Petro de Hamme, tenente locum Sabinæ Pecche, foreſ- 
tariæ de feodo Henrici de Carevile, Waltero Alayn, Willelmo Portbref & Nicholao de la Mare, viridariis 
ejuſdem foreſtæ, facta ibidem XIII. die Martii, anno regni regis Edwardi XXVI, per ſacramentum ſupradic- 
torum juratorum, qui dicunt, quod bundæ foreſtæ de Selewode incipiunt ad pontem de Sutbbrubam, quæ eſt 
ultima aqua de Bryw, & abinde per viam uſque /a Barwe: & abinde per viam quandam uſque domum 
Brute: & abinde dimittendo dictam domum à dextris uſque ad portam aulæ domini regis, quum parcus de 
Wicham clauſus fuit : & abinde per hayham uſque aquam de Frome : & abinde per dictam aquam, dimittendo 
ipſam à dextris, uſque pontem de Maledich & abinde per ora boſci de Selew¾ode uſque Burtynghburgh deſuper 
domum /e Noble : & abinde, dimittendo illam domum à dextris, uſque la W/ytecofle : & abinde uſque Radenqe, 
in confinio comitatuum Somerſet & M yltes et abinde per quendam ductum uſque boſcum de V eremeneſyre: & 
à dicto boſco per Trencham- mouth per viam, quæ dicitur Hunterfweye, uſque la Gabere: & abinde per boſcum 
de Kilmeton, dimittendo ipſum à dextris, uſque locum, qui dicitur Myngeſecle & abinde per viam uſque Penburi, 
dimittendo totum boſcum de Norton à dextris, qui boſcus eſt in comitatu Somerſet: & abinde uſque la Penne: 
& abinde per viam regiam uſ ue & abinde per viam regiam uſque per medium Bite wode, ſicut 
ducellus, qui vocatur Stanebroł, vadit, qui- venit de molendino de Staverdale : & abinde, dimittendo dictum 
molendinum A dextris, per quandam viam extra parcum de Forſbeft verſus orientem : & abinde per altam viam 
uſque eccleſiam de Bruham, dimittendo ipſam A finiſtrjs : & abinde uſque ad pontem de Suthbrubam, ubi prius 
bundz inceperunt. Et dicunt, quod à dextris infra diftas bundas eſt foreſta. Et dicunt, quod omnesvillz et boſci 
ſubſcripti a ſiniſtris extra bundas prædictas fuerunt afforeſtati poſt coronationem domini Henrici, quondam regis 
Angliz, filii Matildis imperatricis, et debent deafforeſtari, juxta tenorem cartz prædictæ, videlicet, villa de 
Kolemeton, quam Sibella le port tenet : pars villz de Penue, quam Ricardus de Frome tenet : quzdam pars ville 
de Bruton ex parte orientali partis quam prior de Bruton tenet ; major pars ville de Northbruham, cum gravis, 
boſcis & moris adjacentibus, quam prior de Bruton tenet. Quædam pars villarum de Cleford & Peſbury, cum 
boſcis & pertinentiis, quas Johannes Flory tenet. Medietas villz de Woweftre, cum boſcis & pertinentiis, quam 
Johannes de Acton & Elizabetha de Clyvedon tenent. Villa de Truttokeſbull, cum boſco & pertinentiis ſuis, 
quam Nicholaus de la Mare & Galfridus de Muntfort tenent. Villa de Merſton, cum gravis, quam Ricardus de 
Bigode tenet. Villa de Smerhwwek, quam abbas de Ciceſtre tenet. Villa de Caywer, quam Willelmus Polayn 
tenet. Villa de Wyletham, quam Gilbertus Michell tenet. Villa de Litteford, cum is & pertinentiis ſuis, 
quam Willelmus Portbref tenet. Villa de Radene, quam epiſcopus Wygorn. tenet. Willa de Gerze/#/d, cum 
gravis, quam prior de Bradlygh tenet. Villa de Norton, cum gravis, quam Johannes  Ferers tenet. Villa de 
Eftrepe, quam prior de Staverdall tenet. Villa de Vorthflote, cum boſcis, quam Aliogora Lovel tenet. Villa de 
Hengrove, cum boſco, quam Johannes Hurſchull tenet. Villa de Hengrove, quam de Clyvedon tenet, 
Villa de Ky ngwere, cum boſco, quam Johannes de Carvile tenet. 
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in purſuance of the charter of foreſts made 9 Henry III. and that year ratified under 
the great ſeal of England. The boundaries to be aſcertained, were ſuch as exiſted in 
the time of King, Henry I. The commiſſioners for the King were, Malcoline de 
Harleigh, and John de Wroteſleigh; to whom were joined two others, choſen by the 
| COUNTY?» - 


g ; { 1 "28 I. ig ; . 
_ © Perambulatio foreſtz de Neracchiſt, in comitatu Somerſet, per viſum Malcolini de Harleigh & Johannis 
de Wroteſleghe, ad viſum dictæ perambulationis faciendum, per dominum regem affignatorum, & Galfridi de 
Wroxhale & Hugonis de Popham militum, de eodem comitatu, per eoſdem Malcolinum & Johannem electorum 
& eiſdem affociatorum, convocatis & præſentibus Sabina Pecche, foreſtaria dictæ foreſtz de feodo, Reginaldo de 
Wytele & Galfrido de Aſslond, viridariis dictæ foreſtz, facta ibidem decimo nono die Martii, anno regni regis 
Edwardi XXVI*'®, per ſacramentum Willelmi Tryvett, Walteri de Loveny, Willelmi de Stanton militum, 
Laurentii de Alyngton, Willelmi de Poulet, Johannis de Bykeſand, Willelmi Fichete de Sydenham, Johannis 
de Rayng, & Matthæi de Eſſe, qui dicunt, quod omnes ville, terræ & boſci ſubſcripti, infra metas fore ſtæ prædictæ, 
fuerunt afforeſtati poſt coronationem domini Henrici, quondam regis Anglia, fili Matildis imperatricis, per 
dominum Johannem, quondam regem Angliz, ad dampnum tenentium, & debent deafforeſtari, juxta tenorem 
cartz domini Henrici, quondam regis Angliz, patris domini regis Edwardi, qui nunc eſt, de foreſta, videlicet, 
quidam mons, qui vocatur caſtrum de Rachich. Villa de Capeland, cum boſcis & pertinentiis, quam Robertus 
de Val tenet. Quidam boſcus, pertinens ad manerium de Bykenhull, quem Willelmus de Welle tenet in cuſto- 
diam & dotem. Medietas villz de Sri velegbe, cum boſcis & pertinentiis, quam Edmundus Everard & Thomas 
Money tenent. Quidam boſcus, qui appellatur Dterſchawe, pertinens ad manerium 7e-Abbatis, quem abbas de 
Muchelneye tenet. Boſcus, qui dicitur Sotwode, pertinens ad manerium de Drayton, quem idem abbas tenet. 
Quidam boſcus, qui vocatur Uniret, pertinens ad manerium de //emynfter, quem idem abbas tenet. Quidam boſ- 
cus, qui vocatur Haukefbere, pertinens ad manerium de Cammel-Abbatis, quem idem abbas tenet. Villa de 
Oſcbull, eum boſcis & pertinentiis, quam Jacobus de Moleton tenet. Quidam boſcus, qui vocatur Claybull, 
pertinens ad manerium de South-Petherton, quem Elyas de Daubeny tenet. Villa de Bradeway, cum boſcis & 
pertinentiis, quam Henricus de Urtiaco tenet. Hamleta de Staforde, pertinens ad manerium de 77eron, quam 
abbas de Athelnye tenet. Quoddam ermitagium, cum boſco & pertinentiis, quod Thomas de Monte Sorelli & 
Johannes de Aſſelonde tenent. Medietas villz de Horton, cum pertinentiis, quam abbas de Mochelneye & 
Thomas de Mere tenent. Medietas villz de Dunyote, cum boſcis & pertinentiis, quam Simon de Monte-acuto 
tenet. Hamleta de Stoklepath & Hockey, cum boſcis & pertinentiis, pertinentia ad manerium de Cumba, quæ 
Philippus de Welles tenet, Quoddam tenementum, quod vocatur Wodehouſe, cum boſcis & pertinentiis, qui 
Rogerus de Poltemor tenet. Quædam terræ & boſci apud J Grange, quas Laurentius de la Grange tenet, | 
Manerium de Doniete, cum boſcis & pertinentiis, quod magiſter Rogerus Piſtor tenet. Quoddam tenementum, 
cum boſco & pertinentiis, quod vocatur Legbe, quod Cecilia de Bello campo tenet, Hamleta de 7lbare, 
cum boſcis & pertinentiis, quam Willelmus de Stanton minor & Willelmus Crukete tenent. Quidam boſcus, 
qui vocatur Stopelewwode, & quædam pars terræ quz vocatur Corylond, pertinentes ad manerium de Stapele, cum 
boſcis & pertinentus, quos Robertus Burnel tener. In cujus rei teſtimonium ſigilla prædictorum juratorum huic 
perambulationi ſunt appenſa. F220 
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«« Perambulatio foreſtæ de Ermore, in comitatu Somerſet, per viſum Malcolini de Harleigh & Johannis 

de Wroteſleghe, ad diftum viſum faciendum per dominum regem aſſignatorum, & per viſum Baldrici de 
Nonyton & Hugonis de Popham militum de comitatu prædicto, per eoſdem Malcolinum & Johannem electorum, 
& eiſdem aſſociatorum, ad dictum viſum teſtificandum, convocatis & præſentibus Petro de Hamme, tenente 
locum Sabinz Pecche, cuſtodis dictæ foreſtz, & Gilberto de la Putte admeans, viridariis ejuſdem foreſtæ, facta 
ibidem viceſimo ſecundo die Marty, anno regni regis Edwardi viceſimo ſexto, per ſacramentum Willelmi de 
Staunton, Willelmi Trivete & Walteri de Loveny militum, Johannis de Reyny, Johannis de Pouleſhull, Philippi 
de Woleford, Henrici de Gernvile, Johannis de Radyngton, Ricardi de Avele, Rogeri de Mandehulle, Roberti 
de Mandenhulle, Robertide Eſcote, Thomæ Terel, & Roberti de Chubbworthe, qui dicunt, quod bundz foreſt 
prædictæ, juxta tenorem cartæ domini Henrici, quondam regis Angliz, patris domini Edwardi regis nunc, de 
foreſta, incipiunt ad quendam locum, qui vocatur Corne/yete, & abinde procedendo per quandam viam, inter domi- 
nicum domini regis & feodum Willelmi de Kytenore, uſque illas petras, quz vocantur Fifones-: & abinde de- 
ſcendendo per quendam duQum, qui vocatur Lilleſcumbe, uſque aquam, que vocatur Ore & abinde deſcendendo 
ultra brueram uſque illum montem, qui vocatur Blakebergh: & abinde procedendo uſque brueram atque illum 
—_ Oſmundebergh : & abinde procedendo ultra — uſque illum locum, qui vocatur Syracumbeſbe ved e 
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county, for the viſitation of each foreſt; which for petherton were, Sir Hugh de 


Popham, and Sir Gefferey de Wrockſhale, knts. Theſe commiſſioners, on a verdict 
found by a jury of the principal gentlemen of the county, made the following report, 


viz, That the bounds of the foreſt of Nor- Fetten begin at a bridge called 
| Ebbynge- 


et abide ee per 33 ductum uſque aquam, quæ vocatur Exe : & abinde aſcendendo per quoddam : 
vetus foſſatum uſque illam petram, quæ vocatur Radfton : & abinde procedendo inter feodum Johannis Moun & 
feodum abbatis de Neth uſque illud vadum, quod vocatur Reddeford: & abinde aſeeadendo ultra brueram, 
directè uſque illum locum Schepecumbeheved, uſque illam petram, quæ vocatur Dereſmarkt : & abinde proce- 
dendo ultra brueram, inter dominicum domini regis & feodum abbatis de Nech, uſque locum qui vocatur 
Stonchiſſe: & abinde deſcendendo uſque locum illum, in aqua de Berghel, uſque aquam de Schureburn, deſcendit 
in aqua de Bergbel, qui locus vocatur Schureburneſſete : & abinde deſcendendo ultra brueram directè uſque iſlam 
petram, quæ vocatur Hockleflon : & abinde deſcendendo uſque quoddam vadum, quod vocatur Wylleneford, i in 
agua quæ vocatur Dunmokeſbroke, in confinio dictorum comitatuum, uſque Corneſyete, ad locum ubi prius dictæ 
bundz inceperunt. Et dicunt, quod totum à dextris intra bundas prædictas in toto circuitu eſt foreſta domini 
regis. Et quod omnes terræ & boſci ſubſcripti a ſiniſtris extra bundas prædictas fuerunt afforeſtati, ad dampnum 
tenentium, poſt coronationem domini Henrici, quondam regis Angliæ, filii Matildis imperatricis, & debent 
deafforeſtari juxta tenorem cartæ prædictæ, videlicet, omnes terræ & tenementa et boſci, cum brueris, inter præ 


dictas bundas & mar. . . . . + - quz Johannes Kelly tenet. Villa de Kytenore, cum boſcis, brueris & aliis - 


pertinentiis ſuis, quam Willelmus de Kytenore tenet. Villa de Yernar, cum boſcis, brueris & aliis pertinentiis, 
quam Johannes de Meler tenet. Villa de Porlote, cum boſcis, brueris & aliis pertinentiis ſuis, quam Simon 
Reges de Porloke tenet, Villa de Boynton, cum boſcis, brueris & aliis pertinentiis, quam Henricus de Glaſten 
tenet. Villa de Maſcloctun, cum boſcis, brueris & aliis pertinentiis: Villa de Hy vereſinereſbam, cum boſcis, 


brueris & aliis pertinentiis, quas Galfridus de Loctun tenet, Villæ D' Overq & de Eſtlactun, cum boſcis, brueris 


& pertinenti's, quas Baldricus de Nonyngton tenet. Villa de Broggeleſnole & Levecote, cum boſgis, brueris & 
aliis pertinentiis ſuis, quas prior de Taunton tenet. Boſcus, qui vocatur Worthe, cum bruera & aliis pertinentiis 
ſuis, quas Johannes de Kellynton tenet. Villa de Sroke, cum boſco et aliis pertinentiis, quam Gilbertus Piro tenet, 
Villa de Chitte/ham, cum boſcis, brueris & aliis pertinentiis, quam Ricardus de Chitteſham tenet. Villz de 
Honeceteholne & Broford, cum boſcis, brueris & aliis pertinentiis, quas Willelmus de Holne tenet. Hameletæ de 


Forde & Style, cum boſco de Haucombe & bruera de Dunneray, quas Alionora Courteney tenet, Terræ de 


Elleworthe, cum boſcis & brueris, quas Jacobus de Torthe tenet, Ville de Haukewelle & la Valles, cum boſcis, 


brueris & aliis pertinentiis, quas prior de Bath et prior de Cowyke tenent, Manerium de Codecumbe, cum boſcis, 


brueris et aliis pertinentiis, quod Johannes de Moun, Symon de Raleigh tenent. Villa de Quarmunces, cum 
boſcis, brueris & aliis pertinentiis, Iquas Willelmus de Monceaus tenet. Villa de Almonefworth, cum boſcis, 


brueris & aliis pertinentiis, quam Robertus, filius Pagani, tenet. Villa de Exęfordemony, cum boſcis, brueris & 
aliis pertinentiis, quam abbas de Neth tenent. Villa de Begrer-Quarme, cum boſcis quam Willelmus de Kyte- \ 
nore tenet, Villa de Vyngfbrd, cum boſcis; brueris & aliis pertinentiis, quam Ricardus Ripariis & Stephanus 


Beumunde tenent. Hameleta de Wydecumbe, « cum boſcis; brueris & pertinentiis, quam Idonea de Kael tenet. 
Hameleta de Hoo, cum boſcis, brueris & pertinentiis, quam Johannes de Hoo tenet, Hameleta de Terebroke, 
cum boſcis, brueris & pertinentiis, quam 'Thomas de Bokehegh tenet. Villade Exton, & Villa Haukebrugge, & 
villa de Langacre, cum boſcis, brueris & pertinentiis, quas Johannes Herun, Ricardus Durante, Adam Huſte. 
legh, & heredes Galfridi de Scolonde & Eorde de Feynes tenent. Villa de Vydepole, cum boſcis, brutris & per- 
tinentiis, quam abbatiſſa de Wylton & Ricardus le Kynge tenent. Hameleta de HBrutengſtvorthey, cum boſcis, 
brueris & pertinentiis, quam de Tyntent tenet. Hameleta de Weftafway, cum boſcis, brueris & 
pertinentiis, quam Johannes de Sparkeford tenet. Hameleta de Loſtumbe, cum boſcis, brueris & pertinentiis, 
quam Robertus de Boloyne tenet. Hameleta de Efafivay, cum boſcis, brueris & pertinentiis, quam Rogerus 
Beupel tenet. Hamletæ de Telchete & de la Merſe, cum boſcis, brueris & pertinentiis, quas prior de Taunton 
tenet. Villa de Dilverton, cum boſcis, brueris & pertinentiis, quam Hawys de Pyne & Thomas de Saleye tenent. 
Hameleta de Hawkewell, cum boſcis & pertinentiis, quam Rogerus de Hawkewell tenet. . Prioratus de Barlich, 


cum boſcis, brueris & pertinentiis ſuis, quem prior de Barlich tenet, In macs rel e ſigilla jurgtorum 
buic perambulationi ſunt oO. 


| IV. h 
CE Perambulatio foreſtæ de 8 in comitatu . coram Maleclino de Hoch & . de 


Wroteſleghe, ad viſum dictæ perambulationis faciendum per dominum Regem aſſignatis, & Galfrido de Wrokeſ- 
hall & Hugone de Popham TIER de comitatu prædicto, A Malcolinum & Jchannem electis & 
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Ebbynge-brugge, and from thence run along by a certain ditch, by the ſkirts of a wood, 
to a certain lake called Huntyngeye; and thence by the ſaid lake to a place called 
CHESTERCROFTE; and thence by the ſaid lake of Huntyngeye, to a place called Joneweye; 


and thence going along by a certain duct between the King's demeſne, and the fee of 


Sabina 


Philippo de Ireys, & Roberto de Mariſco, viridariis ejuſdem foreſtæ, facta ibidem-decimo die Maii, anno regni 
regis Edwardi viceſimo ſexto, per ſacramentum Thomæ de Tornay, Laurentii de Hamelden, Roberti d ares, 
eiſdem aſſociatis, convocatis & præſentibus Petro de Hamme, tenente locum Mabinz Pecche, foreſtariz de feodo, 
Thomæ de Bauſe, Bartholomæi de Peytevyn militum, Henrici de Luttleton, Willelmi de Santo Laudo, Johannis 
de Buteler, Johannis de Wyttu'eſme, Rogeri de Schokerwyke, Hugonis de Malherbe & Edmundi Huſee, qui 
dicunt, quod bundæ foreſtz prædictæ incipiunt apud Stoburgbe, & abinde procedendo per mediam brueram uſque 
le Thurleflen : & abinde per mediam brueram uſque la Schynyndeclyffe : & abinde per mediam brueram uſque 
furcas libertatis de Cheddre, dimittendo dictas furcas à dextris in foreſta uſque Dunneſton: & abinde per quan- 
dam ſemitam uſque ad petram, quæ appellatur Dunneſton: & abinde deſcendendo uſque Gorweye uſque petram, 
quæ dicitur Sliper/ton : & abinde uſque ſpinam, quæ dicitur Merthorne : & abinde uſque mariſcum Johannis de 
Acton: & abinde dimittendo dictum mariſeum in foreſta a dextris, uſque petram, quam vetus Samuel poni fecit, 
inter feodum manerũ de Chedare, et feodum manerii abbatis Glaften : & abinde uſque la Netepole verſus Clyware, 
dimittendo a finiſtris feodum abbatis Glaſten : per feodum Philippi de Wyky : & abinde uſque Leremore per anti- 
quum curſum aquz : & abinde uſque Hyndemore a dextris in foreſta : & abinde uſque Schernham : & abinde uſque 


la Rede, quz eſt de dominico domini regis, dimittendo Schernham et la Rede à dextris in foreſta: et abinde uſque 


Morehighes de Axebrugge : & abinde uſque Je Portlakes: & abinde uſque Gorewey/mulle: & abinde uſque fontem, 
qui dicitur Hel/exwelle : & abinde per medium domus Roberti . . . . . . warde, quz eſt intra foreſtam in villa de 
Axebrugge uſque Horneflane : et abinde aſcendendo uſque montem, qui dicitur Calewe : & abinde uſque Ja 
Rudyngge : & abinde per la Rudyngge uſque Lynlegheſpoule : & abinde aſcendendo per quandam vallem & deſcen- 
dendo uſque Waterſeumbe : & abinde dimittendo Waterſcumbe à dextris uſque Ia Holeweye r et abinde uſque 
Mexvey: : et abinde uſque Cheddeford : & abinde uſque quoddam ſoſſatum uſque Hyndexvel! : et abinde proce- 
dendo inter feodum Templariorum et feodum de Chartruſe uſque la Horeclive : & abinde directe per mediam 
brueram uſque Stenebergh : et abinde directe procedendo uſque Stenebergh, et ad locum Srenbergh, ubi prius 
bundz inceperunt. Et dicunt, quod à dextris intra prædictas bundas eſt foreſta: Et dicunt, omnes villæ & 
boſci ſubſcripti extra bundas prædictas à finiftris fuerunt afforeſtati poſt coronationem Domini Henrici, quondam 
regis Angliæ, filii Matildis Imperatricis, & debent deafforeſtari, ſecundum tenorem cartæ Domini Henrici, 
quondam regis Angliz, patris Domini regis nunc, de foreſta, videlicet, Villa de Chewton, cum bruera, & aliis 
pertinentiis ſais, quam Johanna de Vivonia tenet. Villa de Pridie, cum bruera & pertinentiis ſais quam epiſcopus 
Bathon. tenet. Villa de Stoke-Giffard, cum boſco, mora & pertinentiis ſuis, quam Johannes Baſſet & Ricardus 
de Rodeney tenent. Villa de Cumpron, cum boſco & pertinentiis ſuis, quam epiſcopus Bathon. tenet. Villa de 
Loxton, cum boſco, quam Willelmus Weyland tenet. Uphulle, cam boſcis & pertinentiis ſuis, quam Philippus de 
Lunget tenet, Villa de Worle, quam prior de Worſpryng tenet. - Villa de Chricheſten, quam Willelmus Donvile 
tenet, & Johannes Howel. Villa de Hutton, cum boſcis & mariſcis & pertinentiis ſais, quam Johannes de Waleys 
tenet, Villa de Banewel, cum boſcis, moris & pertinentiis ſuis, quam epiſcopus Bathon. tenet. Villa de Church- 
ford & Langeford, cum boſcis & pertinentüs ſuis, quas Rogerus, filius Pagani, tenet. Villa de Vatelegb, cum 
boſco & pertinentijs ſais, quam Johannes de Moreton tenet. Villa de Vyneſcumbe, cum boſcis & pertinentiis ſuis, 
quam eccleſia de Wells tenet. Villa de Schepham, cum boſco & pertinentiis ſuis, quam Willelmus de Malherbe 
tenet. Villa de Robergb, cum boſcis & pertinentiis ſais, quam abbas 8. Auguſtini Briſtoll. tenet. Villa de Bur- 
ryngton, cum boſcis & pertinentiis ſuis, quam abbas Glaſten. tenet. Villa de Blakedon, cum boſcis & pertinentiis 
ſuis, quam Willelmus Martyn tenet. Villa de O&4elzigh, cum boſcis & pertinentiis ſuis, quam Rodolphus Wake 
tenet. Villa de M gſbarpetre, cum boſcis & pertinentiis ſais, quam Johannes Tylly & Thomas Gornay tenent. 
Villa de Eaftharpetre, cum boſcis & aliis pertinentiis ſais, quam Johannes de Bodeham tener. 
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* Perambulatio foreſtæ de Norzh-Petherton, in comitatu Somerſet, per viſum prædictorum Malcolini & Johan- 
nis, Galfredi & Hugonis, convocatis & præſentibus Petro de Hamme, tenente locum Sabinz prædictæ, foreſtariæ de 
feodo facta ibidem XXV die Maii, anno regni regis Edwardi XXVI. per facramentum Willelmi Trivet, Walteri 
de Loveney, Baldrici de Nonyton, Willelmi de Stanton militum, Willelmi de Fichet, Johannis de Rayny, Mat- 
thzi de Eſſe, Willelmi de Cruket, Thomæ de Mere, Walteri de Lantoke, qui dicunt, quod bundæ foreſtæ de 
North-Petherton, juxta tenorem cartæ domini Henrici, quondam regis Angliz, patris domini Edwardi, regis nunc, 
de fareſta, incipiunt ad pontem, qui vocatur Ebbynge-Brugge: & abinde procedendo per quoddam foſſatum, per 
* 9 3 ; * ora 


% 


* 
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Sabina Peche * John 8 leaving on the right a moor, called Legbe, up to 
Ebbynge- Brugge, the place where the bounds firſt began. And the ſaid jurors ſay, that 
all the places on the right hand contained within the circuit of the bounds abovemen- 
tioned is the King's foreſt; but that all the villages, lands, and woods on the left, 
without the aforeſaid bounds, were afforeſted after the coronation of King Henry, ſon 
of Maud the Empreſs, to the diſparagement of the tenants, and ought to be diſaffo- 
reſted according to the tenor of the charter, viz. All the manor of North-Petherton, 
with its moors, marſhes, heaths, and appertenances; the village of Huntworth, with 
woods, heaths, and appertenances; the hamlets of Dunweer and Moorland, with moors, 
and appertenances; the village of Staetb, with woods, moors, and with a moor called 
Saltmoor ; the village of Knap, with the hamlet of Huntham, with woods, moors, marſhes, 
and appertenances; the manor of Creech, with woods, moors, heaths, and apper- 
tenances; the hamlet of Charlton, with moors and appertenances; the hamlet of 


dra boſci, uſque quendam lacum, qui vocatur Huntyngeye & abinde procedendo per diftum lacum, uſque locum, 
qui dicitur Cheftercrofte : & abinde procedendo per dictum lacum de Huntengeye, uſque locum, qui dicitur Jone- 
abeye : & abinde procedendo per quendam ductum, inter dominicum domini regis ac feodum Sabinz Pecche et 
Johannis Heron, dimittendo a dextris quandam moram, quz vocatur Leghe, uſque pontem, qui vocatur Ebbynge- 
Brugge, locum, ubi prius bundz inceperunt. Et dicunt, quod à dextris intra bundas prædictas in toto circuitu 
eſt foreſta domini regis. Et dicunt, quod omnes villz, terræ & boſci à ſiniſtris extra bundas prædictas fuerunt 
afforeſtati poſt coronationem domini Henrici, quondam regis Angliz, filii Matildis imperatricis, ad dampnum 
tenentium, & debent deafforeſtari, juxta tenorem cartz prædictæ, videlicet, Totum manerium de North-Petherton, 
cum moris, mariſcis & brueris & pertinentiis, quæ Johannes de Erleigh tenet. Villa de Huntyngworth, cum 
boſcis & brueris & pertinentus, quam Hugo de Popham tenet. Hamletæ de Dunwere et Morland, cum moris 
et pertinentiis, quas Johannes de Erleigh tenet. Villa de Srathe, cum boſcis, moris, et cum mora, quæ vocatur 
Saltmore, quas Johannes de Acton, Elizabetha de Clyvedon, Robertus de Berkeleigh, Nicholaus de Braunche & 
domina Ydoneya de Inſula, tenent. Villa de Cnappe, cum hamleta de Huntham, cum boſcis moris, mariſcis & 
pertinentiis, quam Walterus de Chaam tenet. Manerium de Crich, cum boſcis, moris, brueris & pertinentiis, 
quod prior de Monte-acato tenet. Hameleta de Cherleton, cum moris & pertinentiis, quam idem prior tenet. 
Hamleta de Gateneberghe, cum motis et pertinentiis, quam idem prior tenet. Manerium de W:/tenge & Eftlenge, 
cum boſcis, moris, mariſcis & pertinentiis, quod abbas de Athelyngnye tenet, Hameleta de Gogeſtove, Prioratus 
de Bokeland, hameleta de Takleſtone, & Heggynge, cum boſcis, moris, mariſcis & pertinentiis, quæ prior de 
hoſpitali de Jeruſalem in Anglia tenet. Hameleta de Binone, cum moris, mariſcis & pertinentiis, quam idem 
prior tenet. Manerium de Durfton, eum hameleta de My bleſeburch, cum boſcis, moris, maniſcis & pertinentiis, 
quod Galfridus de Wrokeſhall & Reylia, uxor ejuſdem, tenent in dote ipſius Rofice, de hereditate Johannis de 
Erleigh. Villa de Hawyſe-Nywton, cum boſcis, moris, mariſcis et pertinentiis; quam Ricardus de Nywton tenet. 
Hamleta de Sirdefton, cum moris, brueris & pertinentiis, quam Johanna ge Reyny tenet. Villa de Mavbtan- 

Foreſer, cum boſcis, moris, brueris & pertinentiis, quam Sabina Hayrun & Athelina Durante tenent. Hameletæ . 
de Chademede & Holebroke, cum moris, brueris & pertinentiis, quas Henricus de Somerſet tenet, * cujus rei 
; G ſigilla prædictorum juratorum huic perambulationi ſunt appenſa. ne! 


SALARIES of the Foreſters in each Foreſt. 


* Fet a remembrer de la ſuſtenaunce des foriſters en la comte de Somerſet. q eſtuſte qe 8 apres 
la puralee fet ſſit. Ceo eſt a ſaver en la foreſte de Selewode un foreſter a chival luy ſoſtenaunce amontera fis 
livres et cere denieres. Ceo eſt a ſavoir a prendre a la jornee quatre denieres. Et deaus foreſters a pye quatre 
livres et unzs ſouzs. Ceo eſt a ſavoir p* un foreſter a prendre la journee un denier et maille. Sſit ceo eff la 
ſomme de ceo dis livres duze ſouzs et quatre deners. Sſit en la foreſt de Menedep deaus foreſters a pye quatre 
livres & unze ſous. SS en la foreſte de Pederton deaus foreſters a pye quatre livre et unz ſouz. SS en la 

foreſte de Exmore un foreſter a chival ſis livres et ceze deniers et deaus a pye quatre livres et unze ſouz. Ceoeſt 
la ſomme {is livres, duze ſouzs et quatre denieres. 88. en la foreſt de Nerachich un foreſter a chival ſis livres et 
ceze denieres, ct deaus a pye quatre livres et unze ſouzs. Ceo eſt a la ſomme dis livres, dis ſouzs et quatre 
denieres. 88. Sy eſt ur totale my livres © wards 1 Ex Re61sT, WIT ZX. 


tothe | SGateneberghe. 
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Gateneberghe, with moors and appertenances; the manor of Weft-Ling, and Eaft- 
Ling, with woods, moors, marſhes, and appertenances; the hamlet of Gogeſtode: 

the priory of Buckland; the hamlets of Takleſtone and Hedging, with woods, moors, 
marſhes, and appertenances; the hamlet of Bidone, with moors, marſhes, and ap- 
pertenances; the manor of Durſton, with the hamlet of Michael-Church, with woods, 
moors, marſhes, and appertenances; the village of Newton-Hawiſe, with woods, 
moors, marſhes, and appertenances; the hamlet of Sbeerſton, with moors, heaths, and 
appertenances; the village of Newton-Forefter, with woods, moors, heaths, and 


appertenances; the hamlets of Chedmede and Holbrook, with moors, n and ap- 
pertenances. 


By this roduftion were-diefreftel, died by tos Gre alien natihed, 
lands of more than a hundred times the value of the legal foreſt of North-Petherton; 


but theſe encroachments were inconſiderable when compared with what had been done + | 


by other foreſts in the kingdom, and particularly that of Windſor; which, beſides 
a great part of Berkſhire and Hampſhire, took in almoſt the whole county of Surrey. 
All theſe uſurpations had been without colour of law made by Ric. I. and Henry II. 
upon their ſubjects; who, beſides the grievance of having their lands thrown open to 
the King's deer, were ſubjected in their perſons to puniſhment for ſmall offences, and 
to very arbitrary trials, unknown to Engliſh laws; ſeverer puniſhments being inflicted 
on foreſt treſpaſſes, than on the higheſt breaches of the publick peace; inſomuch that 


it was complained of by a writer of thoſe times, that it was by the foreſt-laws ſafer to 
be a beaſt than a Chriſtian-m 


But as the charter of ane reduced the bounds, ſo it greatly moderated the ſeverity 
of the laws in queſtion, as may be ſeen in reading the ſaid charter; but even as they 
are at this day, though the charter has been by ſeveral acts of parliament much im- 


proved, there is no one that lives in the neighbourhood of a foreſt, but has ſtill ſome 
reaſon to complain of their rigour. 


In proceſs of time many of the Royal foreſts dane neglected; their courts infre- 
quently kept, and ſometimes altogether diſuſed ; which happily fell out in this county; 
for thereby the ſtatute of 17 Car. I. which enacts that no foreſt where the courts had 
not been held for ſixty years laſt paſt, ſhould „ e nt mane: parte took place, 
and thus we have for ever got rid of our foreſts. , | | 


T o return to Sabina Peche: ſhe died 13 Edw. II. and on her death Nicholas Peche 
her ſon paid his relief for her lands in Newton. Matthew, the ſon of this Nicholas 
Peche, fold all his right in a meſſuage called the Park- bonſe, and in certain parcels of 
land in Newton and Exton, as alſo to the bailiwick of the foreſts of Petherton, 
Exmore, Neroche, Mendip, Selwood, and the cuſtody of the warren of Somerton, to 
Sir Richard D' Amori, knt. This fale was made 0 Ede. III. All which lands and 
office were 31 Edw. III. (probably after another ſale from the family of D'Amori) 
found to have been part of the poſſeſſions of Roger Mortimer earl of March, in whoſe 


deſcendants, and the Dukes of York; it continued till the- time of Fw. IV, when it 
came to the crown, 


Efe. 


Theſe 


'62 _  NORTH- PETHERTON, [North-Petherton, 


Theſe foreſters of the family of Mortimer, as alſo. the Dukes of York, appointed 


ſubſtitutionary foreſters, to whom, (as it appears by the park rolls) their whole power 
was delegated, as far as relates to this park of North-Petherton.* 


10 Ric, II. Richard Brittle, | * the appointment of che 
14 Richard Brittle and Gefferey Chaucer, eſqrs.] Earl of March. 


21 Gefferey Chaucer, by Alianor counteſs of March. 
4 Hen. V. Thomas Chaucer, by Edward earl of March. 
8 Hen. VI. William Wrothe, and Thomas Attemore. 


12 William Wrothe. | 

29 Sir William Bonville, and Richard Luttrell, by the Duke of York. 
33 Richard Stafford, and Richard Luttrell. 

38 James Boteler earl of Ormond. 


2.Edw. IV. Philip de St. Maur. 
5 | John St. Albin, of Aſhway. 
14 Sir Giles D*Aubeny, for life. 
23 Hen. VII. Robert Wrothe, for thirty years. 


| Soon after the expiration of which term, Sir Thomas Wrothe, ſon and heir of the 
ſaid Robert, purchaſed, 3 Edw. VI. of that King, the fee of the park and manor of 


Newton-Regis.. His deſcendants in the time of Queen Elizabeth pulled down the 


park-houſe, and carried the materials to a lodge called the Broad-Lodge, which the 
late Sir Thomas Wroth improved to a handſome dwelling. - The whole park is now 
converted into farms, and belongs to Sir Thomas Acland, bart. in * of his N 
mother, eldeſt daughter and coheir of Sir Thomas Wroth. 


It might here be obſerved, that 6 Edw. VI. Sir Thomas Wroth bet the King 


to be admitted foreſter in fee of the King's foreſts of Exmore, Neroche, Mendip, and 
Selwood, as being one of the deſcendants and repreſentatives of William de Wrotham, 
lord of the manor of Newton-Foreſter in the time of King Richard I. and being the 
inheritor and poſſeſſor of the greateſt part of the manor. What was done therein 
does not appear; but 1678 an allegation of this petition and right, by the guardians 


of Sir Thomas Wroth{ prevented a perſon of great eminence from being appointed 
warden of Exmore foreſt. 


To the ſouth and ſouthweſt of 8 lies the manor of NEwrox- 
FionxsrEx, NEWTON-PTAckv, or NRWTON-WROTRHE, which in King William the 
Conqueror's time belonged to Euſtace earl of Bulloigne, and was ſurveyed as follows: 


« Earl Euſtace held of the King, NewexnTons. Lewin held it in the time of King 
Edward, and gelded for one hide and one yard-land. The arable is four carucates. 
© Thereof are in demeſne two virgates and a half of land, and there is one carucate, 
« and two ſervants, and ſeven villanes, and ſix F ATTY with three ror. N There i is 


) 


* Park Rolls. 
Ta thi pack as fond the cron lr of King Ad mentioned in vol. i. p. 87. 


« a mill 
=. 


* 
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« mill of fifteen-pence rent, and tales. and thirty-three acres of 


© paſture, and ſeventeen acres of wood. It was and is worth four APs Alured 
6 [de Merleberge] holds it of the Earl.“ | 


It has been already ſaid, that the greateſt part of this manor in the time of Ric. 1 
belonged to Oſbert Dacus, or Dennis, and after him to William his ſon. This Oſbert, 
14 Henry II. held two knights“ fees of Gilbert de Perci. William his ſon, after he 
had parted with the manor of Newton, had Eqdgeborough, and other lands in North- 
Petherton and Durſton, and was father of another Oſbert Dennis. -Upon this pur- 
chaſe of part of Newton, William de Wrotham gave the King one hundred marks, 
and two palfries; beſides which he had in Newton certain lands, which formerly be- 

longed to Ralph de Auberville, given him by Ric. I.“ and alſo other eſtates heretofore 
the poſſeſſion of Roger Eſtables, all which were comprehended in the denomination of 
the manor of Newton, then called Newenton-Foreſter, and held by the ſervice afore- 

laid, being accounted equal to a whole knight's fee. 


As to the parentage of William de Wrotham, he was ſon of Gefferey a Wrotham, 
of Radenville near Wrotham in the county of Kent, a domeſtick ſervant of ſeveral of 
the archbiſhops of Canterbury, of whom Hubert Walter gave him certain lands at 
Wrotham, where he lived, and from which his poſterity received their name. William 
his ſon abovementioned, whom he had by his wife Muriel de Lyd, is alſo ſaid to have 
ſerved the ſaid Hubert, and to have been by him recommended to King Ric. I. in 
the ninth year of whoſe reign he had the care of the ſtannaries in Devonſhire and 
Cornwall, in which commiſſion he made fuch rules and ordinances as have been the 
foundation of the ſtannary laws ever ſince. By the report of this commiſſion, which 
is ſtill extant,” it appears that he was therein ſubſtituted, by Archbiſhop Hubert, guar- 
dian of the realm in the King's abſence; that writs were directed to the ſheriffs of 
Devon and Cornwall, to deliver over to him the ſtannaries of the ſaid counties, re- 
quiring them to be aſſiſtant to him, and to call together ſuch juries, as thereby the 
King's property might be aſcertained, and the weight, meaſure, and coinage of the 
tin, as alſo the illegal exportation thereof might be prevented. In the commiſſion 
ſeveral gentlemen of the beſt rank in both counties are joined with him, and ordered 
to attend as his counſellors. . In purſuance of which two juries were called at Exeter 
and Launceſton, and many ordinances were made, which were reported at large 
under the ſeals of the commiſſioners to the barons of the exchequer. In this report 
are certified the reſpective days on which this William de Wrotham received the 
charge of the ſtannaries of the two counties; and at the end of the report it is ſet 
forth, that by the care of the commiſſioners,” and the providence of William de 
Wrotham, ſuch laws had been made as would anſwer the intent of the commiſſion, 
and would at all events prevent injury to the King and the ſubjeft, 10 Ric. I. the 
ſaid William de Wrotham had a grant from the King of the manor of Cathanger in 
the pariſh of Fivehead, the firſt lands of which he was poſſeſſed in this county; the ſame 
year he had allo the bailiwick of North-Petherton. 1 Joh. he was ſheriff of Devon- 
ſhire, and again warden of the ſtannaries ; the fame year he was alſo choſen foreſter of 


* Lib. Dowoſday, —* Lib, Nige.Scac@i. 102, :. 360 
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Dorſetſhire and Somerſetthire; the freeholders of thoſe counties paying the King the 
ſum of one hundred pounds for his admiſſion. 4 Joh. he had the grant of Newton, 
and ſeveral lands in Ham, Creech, Monkton, Sutton, Hawkridge, and Exton, to be 
held in fee by the ſerjeanty of being the King's foreſter in Dorſet, Devon, Somerſet, 
and Cornwall. 6 Joh, he had a confirmation under the great ſeal of all the lands he 
had purchaſed of Gefferey Fitzacre and Roger Eſtables. 7 Joh. he gave one hundred 
marks for the privilege of being impleaded in the King's courts only, and before the 
King, or his chief juſtice. 9 Joh. he was ſheriff of Kent, and the ſame year warden 
of the Cinque-Ports, and conſtable of Dover caſtle. Soon after which he died, _— 
by Maud de Cornhall his wife, two ſons, William and Richard. | 


William, the eldeſt ſon, was archdeacon of Taunton 6 Joh. and in that year, toge- 
ther with Reginald de Cornhall, he was receiver of the cuſtoms of all the merchants in 
the kingdom, accounting for nearly the 765 of ſix thouſand pounds. 7 Joh. he ob- 
tained a market to be kept every Tueſday at the manor of North- Curry, for the benefit 


of the church of Wells, to which that mahor appertained. 8 Joh. he was a truſtee to 


Gefferey Fitzpiers earl of Eſſex, upon the founding the hoſpital of Sutton in Yorkſhire. 
On the death of his father he fucceeded him as heir to his lands, and to the office of 
foreſter, which was in his life-time executed by his brother. He died 3 min III. and 
was ſucceeded by Richard de Wrotham, his nephew and next heir. | 


Which Richard de Wrotham, g Henry III. paid fifty marks to have ſeifin \ of put 
bailiwick of the foreſts in this county, and the cuſtody of the park of Newton, 


- his anceſtors held the ſame; he being then in minority, and John le Mareſcall She 30 


John de Erleigh being his ſecurity during that time for the performance of his office. 
26 Henry III. this Richard was a knight, and one of the juſtices of the court of 
common-pleas. He died without iſſue 35 Henry III. and his ſiſters, who married into 
the families of Placey, Scoland, Picot, and Bland, became his heirs. The lands of 
which he died ſeized were, this manor of Newton, the manors of Ham and Cat- 
hanger, and ſeveral parcels of land in Exton, Hawkridge, Monkton, Creech, and 
North-Petherton, (all which were held by the ſervice of a knight's fee) alſo of the 
manor of Chigwell in Eſſex, Aldenham, and lands in Wrotham, Radenville, * other 
places in Kent. 


Hugh de Placetis, who married his eldeſt ſiſter, was ſon of Hugh de Placetis, brother 


of John de Placetis, earl of Warwick, and to William, from whom the French gene- 


alogiſts derive the Cardinal de Richlieu. This Hugh reſided at Enfield in the county 
of Middleſex, where he died, leaving by Muriel de Wrotham, his wills three ſons, 
William, Richard, and John. | 


William, the eldeſt ſon, died 4 Edw. l. and was Wann by Richard his ſon, called 
Richard ds Barba-Fluta, from the town of Barbeflure, now Barfleur, in Normandy, 
where he lived in his father's life-time. After his deceaſe he was called Richard de 
Placetis, and reſided at Newton. He died beyond ſea, and ordered his body to be 
buried in ſome foreign church, near the body of Madelina de Clerby his firſt wife, with 
whom he lived before he came into England, and gave ſeveral parcels of land in Nor- 
80 Ab to "Owe uſes for the health of his ſoul. His ſecond wife was 
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named Margaret, who ſurvived him, and had dower in Newton 20 Edw. I.” Two 
years before his death this Richard laid the foundation of a perpetual chantry at 
Newton, for the health of his own ſoul, the ſouls of his father and mother, and all his 
progenitors and ſucceſſors, and granted to William de Hilprinton, the intended chanter 
and his ſucceſſors, chaplains of the chapel of St. Peter at Newton, a houſe in which 
William de Grey a former chaplain once lived, and ſeveral acres of land in Ivymore, 
Highmore, and Ellerhaye, together with the tithes of Newton and Petherton-Park, 
> and right of common for ſix oxen and fix heifers in all places where he had common. 
The witneſſes to this charter were, the preceptor of Buckland, Sir Gefferey de Wrock- 
ſhall, Sir John de Placetis, Peter de Hamme, and John de Mariſco. At the death of 
the ſaid Richard, his four ſiſters became his heirs. The deſcendant of the eldeſt mar- - 
ried into the family of Pecche; and Avelina, the ſecond ſiſter, wife of Thomas Durant, 
had the third part of Newton, as alſo the third part of her father's lands at Enfield, 
on which Thomas Durant their ſon and heir built a houſe called Durants, which has 
been the chief place of reſidence of his deſcendants to this preſent age. This Thomas 
died 22 Edward III. leaving the third part of the manor of Newton, and lands in 
Monkton, Hawkridge, and Exton, all parcel of the poſſeſſions of Richard de Wrotham, 
as alſo a houſe and ſeveral lands at Durants, Enfield, and Edelmetone, (or Edmonton) 
in the county of Middleſex, to Maud his daughter and heir, twelve years old at the 
time of his death. This Maud married firſt Sir Baldwin de Radington, knt. by whom 
ſne had no children; and afterwards Sir Thomas Wrothe, of Enfield, knt.  great- 
grandſon and heir of Richard, third ſon of Hugh de Placetis and Muricl de Wrotham. 


It has been already ſaid that this Hugh had three ſons, William, John, and Richard. | 
John the ſecond ſon was a knight, and from him the Placeys, of Winborne-St. Giles N 
in the county of Dorſet, are deſcended. Richard, the third ſon, was of Enfield and 
Edmonton in the county of Middleſex, where he had a houſe and lands by the grant of 
his father. He had alſo Aldenham, and lands in Wrotham and Ford in the county of 
Kent, and Gobrigge in the county of Surry, by the grant of Richard de Wrotham his 

uncle; being the greateſt part of the poſſeſſions of that family in thoſe counties. 
Beſides which he had a meſſuage and carucate of land in Sutton, as alſo certain rents 
and ſervices ariſing in Lintmore, Newton-Foreſter, and Weſt-Newton, all which were 
the poſſeſſions of Richard de Wrotham; and were entailed on this Richard and the 
heirs of his body, remainder in tail- general to William and John, his brothers. In this 
deed he is called Richard, ſon of Hugh de Placetis; but ſoon aſter he tiled himſelf 
Richard de Wrotham; and by that name, 10 Edw. I. had a rettaſe, from Emma de 
Mallinges, of lands at Rodenhall in Kent, and made ſeveral purchaſes in Creech-St.- 
Michael, Ling, North-Petherton, Moorland, and elſewhere. 17 Edw. I. he had a 
grant of three hundred marks, which Berenger le Romeyn his father-in-law: owed to 
the exchequer, being then called Sir Richard de Wrotham, knt. His will bears date 
A. D. 1292, in which he orders his body to be buried in the pariſh church of Edel- 
metone, in a Chapel which had been built by Berenger le Romeyn, his wite's father, 
and that it ſhould be laid as near the body of Gladyna his wife as could conveniently be 
done without injuring the fabrick; and appoints his two ſons, Richard de Wrotham of 
» Cart, Antiq, « Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. 
Vor. III. wo | Sheperton, 
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Sheperton, and William, to have the care of his funeral, whom he alſo makes his exe- 
cutors: and whereas he had for ſeveral years paid ten marks of ſilver towards the 
building a church for the ſriars-preachers in London, he directs that his ſons do 
continue the ſame after his deceaſe, till the whole ſum of one hundred and fifty marks 
be completed; and that afterwards they buy lands of one hundred ſhillings rent for the 


maintenance of a Chaplain, who ſhould perform divine ſervice in the chapel of Edel- 


metone, for his ſoul, and the ſouls of Gladye his wife; Berenger le Romeyn, and Margaret 
his wife; Ilbert de Coſtentine, and Triphæna his wife; Peter Tybauld, and others. 


John, the eldeſt ſon of Richard de Wrotham, was bred up in the court of Edw. I. 
bur according to the cuſtom of thoſe times, when many perſons of the greateſt quality 
entered into religious orders, became a friar-preacher, and was ſoon after prior of the 
friars-preachers, haying before been confeſſor to King Edw. I. From 30 Edw. I. tothe 
end of the reign of Edw. II. he ſeems to have been the perſon principally employed 


between the courts of England and Rome, being eſpecially recommended to the Popes 


Benedict XI. and Clement V. by King Edw. I. and II. as a perſon of great learning, 
probity, and courteſy, and who had by thoſe qualities acquired their eſteem, and the 


regard of-all the great men of the court. 32 Edw. I. he was recommended under the 


ſame character to Charles king of Sicily. He died at Bolonia in the year 1323, and 
was there buried. | 


On the death of Richard de Wrotham, ten his grandſon, viz. ſon of Richard 
Wrothe of Sheperton, ſucceeded to his lands; who, dying without iſſue, was ſucceeded 
by his brother John Wrothe, of Enfield in the county of Middleſex, and of Nortb- 
Petherton in the county of Somerſet, at which laſt place he moſt frequently reſided; He 


poſſeſſed very conſiderable eſtates at Newton, North-Petherton, Creech, and Monkton 


in this county, and lands at Yeldam in Kent, part of the poſſeſſions of Sir Richard de 
Wrotham. He was knight of the ſhire for Middleſex 6 Edw. III. and died the 12th 
year of the ſame reign. He bore on his ſeal a bend charged with three leopards' faces. 


John Wrothe, ſon of this John, lived alſo at Enfield, at a houſe called Frothe-Place. 
24 Edw. III. he purchaſed of Sir Richard D'Amor a rent-charge, which had been 
paid out of his lands in Petherton and Sheerſton; and the following year agreed that 
Margaret his mother ſhould have for her life the entire poſſeſſion of his manors of 
Sheperton and Overbridge in Middleſex, in lieu of dower on his other eſtates. 
33 Edw. III. he was collector of the King's duties within the port of London, and, in 
conſideration of his faithful diſc that office, obtained a releaſe of a debt he 
owed to the exchequer for the wardſhip of John, ſon and heir of John de Enfield. He 
died 43 Edw. III. being then a knight. 


John, his eldeſt ſon, was a knight in his father's life-time, and by the name of Sir 
John Wrothe the younger, was choſen knight of the ſhire for Middleſex 39, 43, and 46 
Edw. III. as alſo 6 and 7 Ric. II. about which time he died, having married two wives, 
viz, Alice, by whom he had Sir John, who ſucceeded him, and Agnes, wife of Sir Pain 
Tibetot, knt. His ſecond wife was Maud, ſole * and heir of Tae Durant, 
and widow of Sir Baldwin de * 5 

is 
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His eldeſt ſon John married in his father's life-time Margaret, daughter and at laſt 
heir of Sir John Willinton, knt. and was in five parliaments during the reigns of 
Ric. I. and Henry IV. He was knight of the ſhire for Middleſex, and alſo a com- 
miſſioner to receive the loans from that county and Hertford. But as all the Somer- 
| ſetſhire eſtate was by his father made over to the children by the ſecond marriage, and 
this Sir John having no lands at Newton, notice can only be taken here, that he left 
one only daughter Elizabeth, married to Sir John Paulton, of Paulton in this county, 
Ent. and that, on her dying without iſſue, the great inheritance of this family, lying in 
the counties of Middleſex, Surry, Effex, Kent, Hants, and Glouceſter, fell to Sir John 
Tiptot, father to the lord of that name, and grandfather to the Earl of Worceſter. 


William, ſon of Sir John Wrothe by the heireſs of Durant, had his father's lands in 
Newton, North-Petherton, Monkton, and Michael-Creech, by virtue of a feoffment 
made 5 Ric. II. to Thomas Popham and others in truſt for the children of Sir John 
Wrothe by his ſecond wife; beſides which he inherited from his mother the third part 
of the manor of Newton; all which poſſeſſions became from that time united under the 
name of the manor of Newton-Wrothe. The ſeal of Sir John Wrothe, father of this 
William, was a lion's head eraſed, crowned; but his ſon took the preſent arms, viz. 
Argent, on a bend ſable, three lions heads eraſed of the field, crowned or. He always 
reſided at Durants in Middleſex, his mother's eſtate, and was knight of the ſhire for 
that county 5 Hen. IV. in the tenth 8 of which * he died, leaving William his 
ſon and heir. 


Which William, the ſecond of the 8 poſſeſſed Newton, is returned 12 Hen. 
VI. among ſuch of the principal gentlemen of Middleſex as then took the oaths for the 
maintenance of the laws; but his reſidence was moſtly at Newton, where he is ſaid to 
have rebuilt the old court-houſe. In two courts held 8 and 12 Henry VI. he appears 
to have been keeper of Petherton-Park, and. then preſent. This William died in 
Somerſetſhire 28 Henry VI. and was buried on the north ſide of the chancel of the 
pariſh church. of Bridgwater, where was a ſtone, with an inſcription in braſs, fetting 
forth the time of his death, and that he married a daughter of John Mortimer, eſq; 
whoſe arms were fix fleurs- de- lis. This monument was in being in 1631, but is now 
entirely defaced. . 


John, ſon of William, married Elizabeth daughter of Sir Roger Lewknor, kit. and 
was father of another John, who, by Margaret daughter of Richard Newdigate, eſq; 
was father of Edward and Robert, and alſo of a daughter married to Richard Goodear, 
eſg. Of which ſons, Robert became his heir. This Robert, in the time of Hen. VII. 
was attorney of the dutchy of Lancafter ; and 22 Henry VIII. one of the commiſ- 
ſioners to enquire into the eſtate of Cardinal Wolſey: He died 27 Henry VIII. 
having married Jane daughter of Sir Thomas Hart, of Kent, knt. by whom he had 
Thomas, Oliver, John, and William Wrothe, of Young in Hertfordſhite; alſo two 
daughters, Dorothy wife of Sir Edward Lewknor, knt, and Suſan wife of Richard 
Raymond. 


Sir Thomas, eldeſt ſon of Robert, was 36 Henry VIII. by the procurement of the 
r of Canterbury, made gentleman of the chamber to Edward TR of 
1 2 | Wales, 
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Wales, and two years aſter had a grant of 20l. per annum out of the court of aug- 
mentations for his wages, and 40l. for the time he had ſerved. On Edward's coming 
to the crown, he was ſworn of the privy council, and was one of the committee of 
council who were always to attend the King; in which ſituation his duty was to inſpect 
the penal laws, and the condition of the branches of the publick revenue, particularly 
thoſe of the firſt-fruits and augmentations. Edw. VI. is ſaid to have died in his arms. 
During the time of his favour he obtained many beneficial grants, and might have had 
a much greater ſhare of the church lands, had he not willingly declined it, either from 
a knowledge of the King's great neceſſities, and the importunities of thoſe about him; 
or from an opinion, always avowed, that what had been once given to the publick 
ſhould never be ſeparated from it. As a proof that this was ſincercly his opinion, he 
ſurrendered a grant of the monaſtery of Sion, and lands thereunto belonging, on an aſſu- 
rance that the King had intended thoſe lands for the endowment of ſome publick charity. 
Although he was a zealous proteſtant, he never, either in the life-time of King Edw. VI. 
or after his death, would be brought to do any act towards the diſheriſon of Henry 
VIIIkh's children; by which means in the ſucceeding reign he was favourably dealt 
with, and continued unmoleſted in eſtate and perſon. 5 and 5 Phil. and Mary, he 
went abroad with the King and Queen's licence, and continued the remainder of that 
reign at Frankfort, where he applied a great part of his revenue to the maintenance of 
ſuch proteſtant miniſters as had been moſt remarkable for piety and learning in the 
foregoing reigns. Soon after the acceſſion of Queen Elizabeth, he was one of thoſe 
who were appointed to conſider the Act of Uniformity, and other acts relating to the 
government of the church of England. This ſeems to have been his laſt. publick em- 
ployment; the remaining twenty years of his life being ſpent in a hoſpitable but pious 
retirement, ſometimes at Durants, and others at Petherton; at which laſt place he in- 
tended to have built a manſion-houſe; but was prevented by death, Oct. 4, 1586. By 
Mary daughter of the firft Lord Rich, lord chancellor of England, he had iſſue Sir 
Robert Wrothe of Durants, Thomas, and many other ſons and daughters. 


Sir Robert, his ſon and heir, ſucceeded him in the greateſt part of his eſtates, and 


married Ida, daughter of Henry Stoner, of Loughton in the county of Eſſex, eſq; by 
whom he had another Sir Robert, John Wrothe of Luughton, and Henry. 


Which laſt Sir Robert was choſen knight of the ſhire for Middleſex i in the laſt par- 
R of Queen Elizabeth, and the firſt parliament of King James, and was appointed 
one of the commiſſioners to treat of an union between the two kingdoms. It appears 
by the Journals, that he was one of the moſt active and eminent parliament-men of 
thoſe times; and it alſo appears, from the works of Ben] ohnſon, that he was equally 
eminent in the knowledge and practice of court entertainments, in which laſt qualifi- 
cation he was, aſſiſted and ſurpaſſed by his lady, Mary Sidney, daughter of Robert earl 
of Leiceſter. By theſe means indeed they acquired the commendation of the moſt 
eminent wits of the times, but ſquandered away a vaſt patrimony, which his more care- 
ful but leſs polite anceſtors had till their time continually increaſed. Towards the 
latter end of his life he retired to Durants, where he died, leaving iſſue Robert his ſon 
and heir, who died unmarried, Ol his death, td the death of his fon, the eſtate of 

| Loughton 
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Loughton came to John Wrothe, his brother; from whom the family of that place 
(who had alſo Durants) are deſcended. This manor of Newton, being with the greateſt 
part of his eſtate ſold for the payment of debts, was e ol Sir Thomas Wrothe, 
| ſon of Thomas, brother of the firſt Sir Robert. Fax! ; 


Which Thomas, father of Sir Thomas, was a lawyer, and had reader of the 
Middle-Temple 33 Eliz. and having by his profeſſion raiſed a conſiderable fortune, 
ſettled himſelf at Blenden-hall in the county of Kent, where he died in 1610. He 
married Johanna, daughter and heir of Thomas Bulmer, eſq; and leſt iflue, 1. Sir 
Thomas Wrothe abovementioned, the purchaſer of Newton and Petherton-Park, who 
died there in 1666 without iſſue. 2. Sir Peter Wrothe, a gentleman, of great learning, 
from whoſe collections a great part of the account of this family is taken. He mar- 
ried Margaret, daughter of Anthony Dering, of Surrenden in the county of Kent, knt. 
and was father of Sir — Wrothe of rn ame and Thomas, and three 
daughter 


Sir John Wrothe, of Blenden-hall, Steeb the king in the battle of Clit 
bridge, and ſecond battle of Newbury; where he was wotinded. After the reſtoration 
he had a grant from the exchequer of two thouſand pounds, and was made a baronet. 
He died at Newton in 1664, leaving by Anne, daughter of Lord Viſcount Charlemont 
of the kingdom of Ireland, -widow of Sir Paul Harris, and afterwards of Sir William 
Gore, barts. Sir John n of ee, bart. and Sophia, wife of 
Mattocks, eſa. 1 = 


Sir John married Elizabeth aui of Peregyine Pinner of Fairfield, wy and 
had iſſue Sir Thomas Wrothe, and Elizabeth, married to William Longe, of Newhouſe 
in the county of Devon, efq. He died in 1674. 


Sir Thomas, only ſon of Sir John Wrothe, having worthily ſerved his country in the 
two laſt parliaments of King William, and in all the parliaments of Queen Anne, being 
choſen for the borough of Bridgwater, county of Somerſet, and city of Wells; died 
in the year 1721 at Kellerton in Devonſhire; and was the laſt poſſeſſor of Newton of 
this very ancient and worthy family. He married Mary, fole daughter and heir of 
Francis Oſbaldeſton, of Aldenſbrook in the county of Eſſex, eſq; and was father of 
ſeveral children, who died in his life-time; alſo of Cecily, married to Sir Hugh Acland, 
of Columb- John in the county of Devon, bart. who in her right became poſſeſſed of 
Newton and Petherton-Park, which are now inherited by Sir Temme: Ae. bart. 
and Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Palmer, of Fairfield, eſq. | 


Having given an account of the deſcendants and repreſentatives of two of the ſiſters 
and coheirs of Sir Richard de Placetis, it remains to ſpeak of the third, Emma, the 
wife of John Heron. This Emma had a third part of the manor of Newton, and 
was ſucceeded by a ſon and grandſon of the name of John. The laſt was father of 
Hugh, who died without iſſue. Margaret his fifter, becoming his heir, ſold her ſhare 
of the manor and advowſon of the chantry to Hugh Garton, reverſional after her own 
life, and 1 * her brother's widow.” In r e it continued 


dA E 4 ara? three : 
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three generations, each poſſeſſor bearing the name of Fohn. 6 Henry V. the laſt John 
Garton fold his right to William Gaſcoign, eſq; whoſe brother's grandaughter and 
heir Chriftian, wife of John Reynell, 6 Edw. IV. fold her right to John Pym, eſq. 
At the time of the diſſolution of the chantry, the right of advowſon was in the crown, 
Sir Thomas Wrothe, and Alexander Pym, eſq. Mr. Pym's ſhare of Newton has 
ſince been fold to different perſons. *© 


The endowment of the chantry, on the diſſolution, being taken away, the chapel fell 
to ruin, and towards the end of Queen Elizabeth's reign, ſome one begged of that 
Queen the materials thereof for the vicars-choral of Wells, who applied the ſame partly 
to the building an alehouſe, and ſtables, for the more commodious reception of them- 
felves and ſervants when they ſhould keep their courts, and partly to the making of 
ſtocks, a ducking-ſtoo}, and pillory, for the uſe of the hamlet of Newton. In the time 
of King Charles I. Sir Thomas Wrothe, having purchaſed the chantry lands of that 
king, at his own charge built a new chapel, and gave a ſtipend to a miniſter, which 
is yet continued. Sir Thomas Wrothe, Sir John, Sir Thomas and his . with ſome 
of their children, were buried in the chapel of Newton. 


The manor here belonging to the vicars-choral of Wells is ealled nen nter, 
and has been their poſſeſſion from the 16th of Edw. III. being part of their original 
endowment from biſhop Ralph de Shrewſbury. It has been already ſaid that Matthew 
Peche fold to Sir Richard D*Amort the park-houſe and ſome tenements, together with 
the bailiwicks of the foreſts. It is probable that the remaining part of the manor 
(which certainly was the beſt of the three) was ſold to the biſhop; and that the vicars 
have the portion of Sabina Peche. Courts-leet are alternately held in the name of the 
reſpective lords; but each has a ſeparate court- baron: there were alſo ſome tenements 
here called by the name of the manor of Nxwrox-Rxols. 


There are ſeveral members or branches of the ancient manor r'of Newton, lying diſ- 
perſed at conſiderable diſtances from Petherton, as Cathanger, in the pariſh. of Five- 
head; Nether-Ham, in the pariſn of High-Ham; and. Corewall and Newhall in the 

pariſh of Holford. The firſt of theſe hamlets has. already been Enters the two 
ee, will be ſpoken of in their reſpective pariſhes. | 


Southweſt from North-Newton. is WzsT-Newrtox; or nine dit: or 
Newron-Hawise, or Hyw1s, which. belonged to the family of Hywis or Huiſh, and 
afterwards to that of de Nyweton, or Newton, who held it under the abbey of Athelney. 

Richard the ſon of Reginald de Newton, by deed without date, gave to that abbey a 
meſſuage and lands in Ling to hold to the monks and their ſucceſſors by the ſervice of 
. conveying him and his heirs and four men of Newton by water to the juſtices itinerant 
at Ivelcheſter, once a year at his own coſt, in lieu of all other ſervices. This hamlet 
was afterwards held of the fame abbey for ſeveral generations by the family of 
Copleſton, by the ſervice of one knight's fee. 


There were formerly chapels. both at 1 and at Nxwron-Courris, 
which were given to the monaſtery of Buekland by its founder William de Erleigh. 


» Vol. i. p. 40, © ©* Regiſt, Abbat, de Athelney. Lib. Feod, The 
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The manor of WoLmMzRsDoN, ſituated about a mile from Petherton northward, 
was long before- the Conqueſt a member of the manor of North-Petherton ; but in 
the time of Edward the Confeſſor, the King's bailiff mortgaged part of it to Alwi'a 
Saxon thane, and afterwards William the Conqueror gave the whole to Alured de 
Iſpania; we have the following account of this property in the Norman record: | 


c Alured de Iſpania holds of the King ULmzxzsToxE, and Walter of him. Alwi 
ce held it in the time of King Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is three 
cc carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, with one ſervant, and four villanes, and 
< thirteen cottagers, with one plough. There are ten acres of meadow, and twenty 
« acres of wood. It was and is worth thirty ſhillings. 

« To this manor is added a virgate and a half of land. This land was [parcel] of 


te Peret the King's manor. The bailif made it over to Alwi in the time of King 
« Edward, It was and is worth ten ſhillings.“ 


Wolmerſdon was in after-times coficihd by a farnity of its own name, who were 
reſident here, and held the manor for many deſcents, till in the time of Ric. II. it paſſed 
to the family of Vernai, by the marriage of Amice, grandaughter and coheireſs of 
Roſamund de Wolmerſton, with John de Vernai lord of Fairfield; from which family 
it has lineally deſcended through that of Palmer to John Acland, eſq; the preſent 
owner. The arms of Wolmerſton, as they were depicted in the windows of Fairfield, 
were Vert, a chevron between three lions rampant or. The family of Pokeſwell, of 
Dorſetſhire, had alſo a concern in Wolmerſdon. 


| Northeaſt from Petherton is HunTworTH, another ancient lordſhip, the property 


in the Conqueror's time of the fame Alured de 3 7255 who poſſeſſed Wolmerſdon; 
it is thus ſurveyed: | 


Richard holds of Alured, HunTEwoRDE. Ale held it in the time of King 
Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is two carucates, and with it are two 
e ſervants, and ſeven cottagers. There are four acres of meadow, and ten acres of 
« moor; when he received it, it was worth five ſhillings, now twenty ſhillings.” 


In the time of Henry II. and Ric. I. it was the poſſeſſion of Jordan Ruffus, whoſe 
daughter and heir Julyan brought it by marriage to Walter de Kentiſbury, of Ken- 
tiſbury in Devonſhire; to which Walter ſucceeded another of his name, who was 
a knight, and by Sibilla his wife had iſſue Sir Stephen de Kentiſbury, whoſe ſole 
daughter and heir Joan (firſt married to Sir John Trivet) brought it to her ſecond 
huſband Hugh de Popham, a younger ſon of the family of Popham, of Popham in 
the county of Hants. This Hugh was a knight, and one of the commiſſioners ap- 
pointed by King Edw. I. to take account of the boundaries of the King's foreſts in 
this county. He then reſided at Huntworth. By Chriſtian his wife, he was father of 
another Hugh de Popham, who was alſo of Huntworth, and a knight; from. whom, 
after many generations, deſcended Alexander Popham, of this place, eſq; who by Joan 
daughter of Sir Edward Stradling, of St. Donat's caſtle in Glamorganſhire, knt. was 
father of Edward Popham, of Huntworth, eſq; and of Sir John Popham, lord chief 


Lib. Domeſday, bid. » Sir William Pole. See the Perambulation, 
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juſtice of the King's. Bench in the time of Queen Elizabeth, progenitor to the family of 
Littlecot in Wiltſhire. The deſcendants of the elder ſon are ſtill ſeated in this county. 
One of them in the time of Charles I. ſold this manor to the family of Portman, in 
which it yet continues, being the property of Henry William Portman, of Brianſton near 
Blandford in the county of Dorſet, eſq. The chapel here was alſo given to Buckland. 
Further on ſouthward, on the Parret, is MookL Ax D,, the ancient eſtate of the family 
of Tilly; from whom it deſcended by heirs male to the n 1 eve, wn. i 
and Perceval, anceſtor to the Earl of Egmont.“ 6 


And till farther is a large tithing called ere which = donate a manor 
was poſſeſſed by the preceptory of Buckland. | But in the beginning of this century it 
was the property of Sir Copleſton Bampfylde, who, being then an infant, was enabled by 
parliament to ſell it. In the year 1716, it was: P by Sir Thomas n om 
which family it came to that of Acland. _ . 


Snuxxxsrom lies ſouthward from Petherton, ud helena? Coma to the Huiſhes, 
after them to the Reignys, from whom it came by the marriage of an heireſs to the 
Poulets. The chapel alſo of this place belonged to Buckland. | 


Near this 1 is an eſtate called FARINGTON. 


'TovckERToON, ſouthweſt, was formerly parcel of the -6ffeſions of the hoſpital of St. 
John at Bridgwater," and is now the property of Sir John Durbin, of the city of 
Briſtol, knt. 


There are alſo within this pariſh divers places, of which little note is now taken; but 
which have at different periods been the habitations of very great and eminent families. 


MaxszL, now the ſeat of John Slade, eſq; newly built, was the hereditary poſſeſſion 
of a, family of the Game name for twenty generations. In the time of Henry II. 
William de Erleigh granted it to Philip Arbaliſtarius, in free marriage with Mabil his 
daughter, to be held by the payment of two young pigs every Whitſuntide at his court 
of Durſton; which grant Ancilia, widow of the ſaid William de Erleigh, confirmed to 
Philip de Maunſel, ſon of the abovementioned Philip, who married a daughter of Sir 
Hugh de Auberville, and was the firſt of this family that aſſumed the name of Maunſel, 
or Manſel. In this family the manor and ancient manſion continued till the time 
of Charles I. when it was purchaſed of their heirs by the family of Bacon, who reſided 
here in the commencement of the preſent century. 10 Henry IV. Robert de Manſel 
bore on his ſeal a hand clenched; but William, n _ _ _ —_ What en 

arms, viz. Sable, three jambs argent. 


Of equal oblivion wirh the former is ert ; or 2 now called Cuaſty. 
Clawſey, and Claſtaay farm; which in ancient times derived its appellation from the 
family of Claville, or Clavil, who were reſident at and had conſiderable poſſeſſions in 
this place. Thomas de Claville, by his deed without date, gave five acres of land in 
this his manor to Jordan le King, ſon of Roger le King of Weſton.“ 18 Ric. II. it 
was found by an ene that Nr de Hecke, late abbot of Athelney, (6 ant 
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of Walter Clopton and Henry Hache, a tenement in }eft-Clavelle/legh, called Petchys- 
place, and a tenement in Ef- Clavelleſiegh, which belonged to Margaret Clavell, together 
with two hundred acres of land in the faid hamlets, without the King's licence. 
After the diſſolution of the abbey of Athelney, King Henry VIII. in the 36th year of 
his reign, granted the manor of Clavelſhay to William Portman, eſq; whoſe deſcendants 
have held the ſame ever ſince; Henry William Portman, eſq; being the preſent poſ- 
ſeſſor. Under this family the manor was held for ſeveral generations by the Gatchells, 
whoſe ſeat was at Weſt-Monkton., Of which family Henry Gatchell, of Clavelſhay, 
eſq; who was ſheriff of the county, dying without iſſue male, left his eſtate in fee- 
ſimple to Henry ſon of his brother Thomas, who was a clerk of the court of chancery, 
and his heirs male; and for want of ſuch iſſue, to his ſaid brother Thomas; and for want 
of iſſue male from him, ſettled it on the families of Popham of Wellington, and Jeanes 
of Weſt-Monkton, into which his two ſiſters were married. The two Gatchells died 
without iſſue, and the eſtates deſcended to Thomas Popham, of Bagborough, and 
Richard Jeanes, of Weſt-Monkton, eſqrs. But the leaſe of Clavelſhay, with ſeveral 
others belonging to the ſaid Henry Gatchell, and a conſiderable eſtate in fee belonging 
to their father, deſcended to the three daughters of Thomas Gatchell. The eldeſt of 
whom, Mary, was married to the Rev. Alexander Popham, rector of Weſt-Monkton, 
younger brother of the above Thomas Popham, by whom ſhe had iſſue one ſon, 
Alexander. Elizabeth, the ſecond daughter, married the Rev. Aſhford Sanford, rector 
of Weſt-Monkton, and third ſon of John Sanford, of Ninehead, eſq; and died without 
iſſue. Dorothy, the third daughter, was married to the Rev. Henry Fytch, of High- 
Hall in the county of Dorſet, and rector of Lydiard St. Lawrence in this county. 
Mrs. Sanford, the ſecond daughter, dying childleſs, and her huſband likewiſe dying 
before his two brothers- in- law; ſhe by will diſpoſed of her ſhare of this leaſe and the 
other eſtates to her two ſiſters; ſo that the families of Popham and F ytch became 
leſſees of the manor of Clavelſhay, as well as proprietors of the other eſtates in fee. 


As the hamlet of Clavelſhay originally derived its name from the family of Clavil, 
in like manner did it in aftertimes communicate its whole appellation to the family of 
Clavelſhey, of whom were Cutbert, Richard, and John, which laſt was of Curry-Rivel 


in 1573. Their arms were, Sable, a c evron per pale, argent and or, between three 
bulls' heads caboſſed argent, armed or. 


 Boowx, otherwiſe WesT-MzLcoms, lying weſt from Nonh-Peiterton, | is the pro- 


perty of Lady Tynte, It was B78 in the family of Whiting, and by them held 
of the Blewets. 


Merconbz-Paul Er ſeems to be that Alone which is ſurveyed in benen 
Book, as the property of Robert De Odberville, or Auberville: | 


« The ſame Robert holds Me.zcome. Saric held it in the time of King Edward, 
« and gelded for a virgate and a half of land. The arable is one carucate and a half, 


Ing. ad quod Damn, The lands of the Abbot of Athelney in Clavelſhay, and Hoggeſballe, [Oxhole, an 
aGjoining hamlet] were in 1293 rated at ſeven ſhillings. . Taxat. Temporal. - 


« MS, Carew. ? Eh fe » Broke's Viſitation of Somerſet, 
Vol. III. | 2 L | | te and 
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« and there are with it ten cottagers. There is a mill of twelve pence rent, and ten 
« acres of coppice wood. It was and is now worth fifteen ſhillings. 


iy | ET | * From this manor is taken half a hide, which in the time of King Edward belonged 
=_. - * thereto. This is held by Walſcin de Dowai, with his manor of Ben U Bower. ]“ 
1 In the time of Edw. III. this manor was poſſeſſed by the family of Reyney, and 

J a | thence came by an heireſs to that of Poulet, who gave it the diſtinction of its name, 
; | and afterwards made it one of the places of their refidence, Their other ſeats were at 
; Road, a neighbouring vill, Goathurſt, Poulet, and other places. 


BY © Richard holds in Ropz one hide, which he himſelf held of Reinbold [the prieſt] 
h « with the King's licence, as he ſays, But Reinbold held it in the time of King 
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2 | Edward. The arable is half a carucate. There is one cottager, It was and is now 

I x ce worth ten ſhillings.” This manor now belongs to John Jeane, of Binfords, eſq. 
Is The hamlet of EbokgkRRV, or Epcrmoroven, ſituated ſouthweſt from North 

. Petherton, and near the hamlet of Weſt-Newton, was anciently the eſtate of Oſbert 


Dacus or Dennis, and after him of William his ſon, of bam ſee in the account of 
the manor of North -Petherton. 


The prior of Taunton had an n eſtate in OE: poor Petherton, which in 1293 was valued 
at twenty ſhillings.' 


As to the eccleſiaſtical matters of this pariſh, the rectory thereof, together with 
„„ divers chapels, was given by William de Erleigh to his priory of Minchin-Buckland; 
and in Biſhop Ralph de Salopia's return to the King's writ, directing him to give an 
account of the poſſeſſions of the prior and brethren of the hoſpital of St. John of 
Jeruſalem in this dioceſe, it was certified to be worth ſixty marks per annum.“ In 
1292 the vicarage was valued at eleven marks and a half; the prior and convent of 
Buckland received out of it a penſion of four marks per annum, which are ſtill paid 
to the crown. The living is in the deanery of Bridgwater; the Rev. Joſeph Aldridge 
is the preſent patron and incumbent. 


There was a chantry here dedicated to St. Mary, of which the laſt wn Richard 
Verſer, had in 1553, a penſion of - 

The church, which is dedicated to St,. Mary, is a large = handſome ſtructure, 
conſiſting of a nave, chancel, and ſide ailes, covered with lead. At the weſt end is a 
very elegant embattled tower, of excellent 9 richly embelliſhed with carving, 
and curious Gothick ornaments. 


| | This church, though it can now boaſt of few curious or ancient memorials, has been 
. the burial place of the Erleighs, Blewets, Gatchells, Pophams, and Fulfords. 


1723. Mrs. Mary Moggridge gave twenty pounds, the profits thereof to be diſtri- 
buted in bread to poor houſekeepers of this pariſh on St. Stephen's wy, TY for Mas 
at the diſcretion of the churchwardens and overſeers.* _ 
| i Lib. Domeſday. * Thid, Taxat. Temporal. nn Wellen. 
 * Taxat. Spiritual, Archer. * Fiſt, of Abies, ii. 203, On one of the pillars in the church, 
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BRIDGWATER, 


[Anciently Bxvera, Bavoie, BRUGGE, davor Ware, and Buxon- Warren)? 


S a large, populous, borough, market, and ſea-port town; ſituated on the banks of 

the river Parret, which hence in a bold ſtream winds its way betwixt the hundreds 
of Cannington and Huntſpill, towards the æſtuary of the Briſtol Channel.“ In its 
courſe thither a ſmall iſland is formed called Dunbal Je, which, in the beginning of the 
preſent century, was (as it is ſaid) ſo made by ſome unknown perſons making a cut 
of forty yards acroſs the then iſthmus: this was done in one night, and the operators 
were never diſcovered. 


The town of Bridgwater is commodiouſly ſituated in a woody flat country, having 
rich moors to the north and eaſt, in the great weſtern road leading from the cities of 
Bath and Briſtol, to Taunton, Exeter, and the county of Cornwall, being diſtant forty 
miles ſouthweſt from Bath, thirty-four from Briſtol, and eleven nearly north from 
Taunton. The place has been very large and populous; but frequently diminiſhed by 
conflagrations and other cauſes; particularly in the year 1645, when it was beſieged by 
the parliament forces under -Sir Thomas Fairfax, all that quarter of the town called 
Eaſtover, a few houſes excepted, was entirely burnt to the ground. Leland, who viſited 
it about the year 1538, informs us, that in the memory of people then living there had 
fallen to ruin and fore decay upwards of two hundred houſes.” The town at that 
tune was not walled; and he thinks never was; yet, fays he, „There be four gates, 
namid as they be ſette, by eſt, weſt, north; and ſouth. The faireſt ſtreate and principale 
ſhowe of the toune ys from the weſt- gate to the eaſte· gate. At this day the town 
conſiſts of ſeveral good ſtreets, moſt of which ſtand on the weſt ſide of the river, but 
communicate with the other part; which was heretofore very conſiderable, by a lofty 
and ancient bridge of three arches, begun in the time of King John, by William Briwere 
lord of the town, and finiſned by Sir Thomas Triyet,. whoſe arms being a trivet, in 
alluſion to his name, were affixed to the coping of the ſtructure. To the north of 

this bridge is the quay, which is large and commodious. - Thirty-two veſſels, belong to 
the port, from twenty to one hundred and twenty tons burden. The trade is chiefly 
in timber and coals. The duty for the laſt ſeven years on coals coaſtwiſe amounts to 
between ſixteen and ſeventeen thouſand pounds. Other imports in that time about 
ſix hundred pounds. Fhe town has three markets, viz. on Tueſday, Thurſday, and 
Saturday, and a ſpacious: and moſt convenient market-houſe. of brick has lately been 
_ crected-at-the-top-of the High-ſtreet near the chureh; There are alſo four fairs held 
here annually, viz. at Chriſtmas, Lent, Midſummer, and St. Matthew's-day, old ſtile. 
The intereſt of Lord William Briwere wich King John got the town.erected | into a free 


* See vol. i. 5. 249%. _ kin K. y. bid. 96. 


See Pontis longituds Brygewater eſt 70 Steppys. Itin. Will. de Worcefire, 92+ Perhays the idea of the 
town receſving its name from the bridge will never totally be relinquiſhed, | 
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borough by charter dated at Chinon in France, 26 June 1200,* It was then governed 
by a prepoſitus or reeve, in whoſe room King Edw. IV. ſubſtituted a mayor and two 
bailiffs. The charters made heretofore were confirmed by Edw. I. II. III. and IV. 
Ric. II. and Henry VI.; by Queen Elizabeth, July 4, in the 19th year of her reign, 
and alſo by King James, F Feb. 16, in the 11th year of his reign, The corporation / 
_ conſiſts of twenty-four common-council men, and the town is governed by a mayor, 
recorder, and two aldermen. The arms of the corporation are, Gules, a caſtle ſurmounted 
by two others placed pyramidically and embattled, ſtanding on a Gothick bridge with 
water ungerneath; on each ſide the firſt eaſtle a domed tower, ſurmounted with a ball, 
and the gate in the centre portculliſed. The ſeal is very ancient. The arms of the 
town, as expreſſed in a town-piece, dated 1666, are ſomewhat different, viz. a caftle 


with three towers ſtanding on a bridge over a river, &c. From 23 Eau. I. this town 
has ſent repreſentatives to parliament. 


The caſtle, to which theſe arms bear alluſion, ſtands on the weſt ſide of the quay, 
and was anciently a very large and noble ſtructure, the government whereof was always 
veſted in perſons of the higheſt eminence and diſtinction. It was built about the year 
1202, and after having experienced a ſeries of viciſſitudes, ſuch as generally befal im- 
portant holds, was at length, in the year 1645, nearly levelled to the ground in the par- 
liamentary confuſions. It had then forty guns mounted on the walls, which were in 

moſt parts fifteen feet thick, and all the fortifications were regular and ſtrong, The 
moat was thirty fret wide, of great depth, and every tide filled with water. Colonel 
Edmund Wyndham was then the governor of the caſtle, which he bravely defended for a 
conſiderable time againſt the efforts of the parliament army, till at length the eaſtern 
part of the town, and ſeveral houſes in the weſtern part, being fired by grenades and hot 
balls ſhot from the garriſon, and much blood being ſhed among the inhabitants, and their 
property Ein it ſurrendered to the rebels July 22, 1645. The town was s by the 


* Cart, 2 Joh, p. 2. m. 27. cam. 8 Ed. IV. n. 10. 


121 Ed. III. the burgeſſes paid twenty · ſix pounds to the quinzieme, which aſſeſſment, made by the abbot of 
Ford and Sir John Inge, they thought unreaſonable, and therefore petitioned parliament for a mitigation thereof, 


alledging, that they were ſo impoveriſhed, that great part of the inhabitants had not the means to live, and that 
the town was on the point of being ruined. Pet. in Parl. 


- Cart. 4 Ric. II. p. 2, m. 23. Cart. 2 Hen. VI. p. 1. m. 32. 


Individuals ſuffered much from this bogs. as appears (among other inſtances) from the following memorial 
in the poſſeſſion of Dr. Harvey 


Mr. Harvye's Loſſes, fuſtemned by the King's Governor. 


<<. 20. dwelling-howſes and 30 gardens pulled downe and layed waſtz Mr. Harvye's inheritance, 1 fayre 
pigeon-howſe, built all with ſtone, pulled downe and layed waſt. 1 barne, and 2 ſtables, burnt to the ground by 
him uppon ſtorming of the towne ; land of inheritance. 150 buſhells of corne burnt by him. Mr. Harvye's 
dwelling - howſe battered by him uppon the ſtorminge of the tou ne, that two hundred pounds will hardly repayer 
yt as yt was before. The goods and howſeholde ſtuff of the caſtle which he ought to have reftored, all loſt, being 
» worth 1 hundred marks at the leaſt ; the profits of C. xl. a yeare of his lands taken by vyolence from him by the 
governor for 2 yeares, 50 commanders and other ſoldyers quartered uppon him contrary to a noate under his 
owne hande. Bol. rent due for the caſtle for 2 yeares. 15], lent him owte of purſe. 3 thouſand hogſheads of 
_ the caſtle _ ſolde and n by him. 1 fatt oxe ü he agreede to paye gl. for. 5 other fatt oxen ap- 
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articles of capitulation to be delivered up on Wedneſday morning, July 23, at eight 
o'clock, and accordingly was ſo. About one thouſand officers and ſoldiers, beſides 
gentlemen and clergy, were made priſoners. In the town were taken by the rebels 
forty- four barrels of powder, one thouſand five hundred arms, forty- four pieces of ord- 
nance, four hundred weight of thatch,: and jewels, plate, os goods of immenſe value, 
which had been ſent hither from all the adjacent parts of the country for ſecurity ; the 
governor having declared that the caſtle was impregnable againſt all the force thac 
could be brought againſt it. The greater part of the valuables were conveyed to 
London, and there fold, and money raiſed by the fale ſufficient to beſtow five ſhillings 
on each man, as a reward to the ſoldiers who ſtormed the place. 


This aſſault put nearly a finiſhing period to the caſtle, of which now only a few parts 
remain; as the water-port, and ſome ruins of the lodge. The Ballium is at preſent 
uſed for a deal- yard. Henry Harvey, proprietor of it in 1638, converted the old gate- 
houſe into a manſion of the form of a Roman B. 


In the Caſtle- feld, forty years after this adventure, James Scot, duke of 8 
the firſt natural ſon of King Charles II. after having been proclaimed King at Taunton, 
and at the High- Croſs in this town, by Alexander Popham, eſq; then mayor, and the 
corporation dreſſed in their formalities; encamped his raw and undiſciplined troops, to 
the amount of near ſix thouſand men. The Earl of Feverſham was diſpatched with a 
conſiderable force to oppoſe him, and took his poſt in Sedgmoor, waiting for the 
motion of the Duke's army. The Duke, finding his military too young and i mnexpe- 
rienced to hazard a general engagement without previous ſpeculation, took a view 
with a glaſs of the Earl's encampments from the tower of the pariſh church; and find- 
ing that on every hand it would be equally dangerous to retain. his ſituation, he came 
to the reſolution of drawing out his troops. This he did about eleven in the night 
with the moſt profound filence, and marched his army to Sedgmoor, intending at firſt 
to have paſſed the Earl's troops undiſcerned under the cover of the night. But in this 
he was miſtaken; for the King's troops being prepared to receive him, he was ſet upon 
by the whole army; and by the error of the dark, he charged upon his own party 
inſtead of the King's, inſomuch that he was totally routed ; three hundred were. killed 
in the engagement, and a thouſand more in the purſuit. The Duke himſelf eſcaped, 
and fled with a faithful ſervant, the attendant on all his fortunes, towards Dorſetſhire, 
whither they were purſued, and at length found concealed in a dirty ditch, covered with 


orayaed at 5ol. xx*” marks debt loſt to Mr. Harvye by ſetting at liberty one Thomas Hill, being arreſted uppon 
a lawful proceſs. One Thomas Pacon arreſted for taking and dryvinge awaye of 18ſheepe of Mr. * 8, fog 
at liberty by the governor, and all loſt,” - 8 


Mr. Harxvye's Loſſes. by the Parliament Army uppon the ftorminge of the Towne. 


«« One inne in Bridgwater of Mr. Harvye's owne inheritance, w** yeelded him 181. per ann. burnt. 3 or 4 
other howſes burnt uppon the ſtorm. 10 horſes plundered. 8 oxen plundered. 8 cows plundered. More at 
Chelton the ſame day, (ſci.) 5 horſes, (ſci.) 1 yerlinge and 4 loades of haye. Alt of howſeholdeſtuffe, wear- 
inge apparell, books, and mony ; inſoemuche that Mr. Harvye hathe not a bedd left him to-lye on; all loſt 
uppon the ſtorme, worth fifteen hundred pounds att the leaſt, His eſtate ſequeſtered almoſt 2 yeares ; not a 
penny allowance to his wife and children, All this will appeare by teſumony to amounte to the value of fower 
thouſand pounds att the leaſt,” | 
; ſtubble, 


. 
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ſtubble, and with a ſew peas in their pockets which they had taken by way of ſuſte- 
nance: the Duke being thence conveyed to London, was beheaded July 15, 1685. 


 _ Bridgwater was neither a place of defence, nor note, before the Roman invaſion, 
; There are thoſe who have conceived it ſprung from the ruins of a Roman colony 
planted at the weſt end of Poulden-Hill, where coins and foundations of old build- 
ings have been found. In the time of Edward the Confeſſor it was the private 
eftate of Merleſuain, a Saxon thane, who loſt it at the Conqueſt, and King William 
gave it to his folower Walſcin or Walter de Dowai, from whom the place derived the 
* diſtinguiſhing part of its appellation; the Norman ſurvey thus records it: 


ce Walſcin holds Bzxvcit. Merleſuain held it in the time of King Edward, and 
ce gelded for five hides. The arable is ten carucates. In demeſne are three carucates, 
cc and five ſervants, and thirteen villanes, and nine bordars, and five cottagers, with 
ce eight ploughs. There is a mill of five ſhillings: rent; and ten acres of meadow, and 
< one hundred acres of coppice- wood, and thirty acres of paſture. When he received 
ce jt, it was worth one hundred ſhillings, now ſeven pounds.“ 


| To Walter de Dowai ſucceeded a fon of his own name, whoſe n Julian 
: | brought this and divers other great eſtates to William Paganel her huſband, as already 
| has been obſerved in the account of Huntſpill, which was another of the manors of 
o | | Walter de Dowai.” Which William Paganel had iſſue Fulke Paganel, or Paynel, who 
= | 26 Henry II. in order by his intereſt: to regain the King's favour, paſſed over this 
manor to William de Briwere, to be held of him the faid Fulke Paganel and his heirs, 
by the ſervice of half a knight's fee. This grant was confirmed by William, fon of 
the ſaid Fulke Paganel, whoſe- charter is atteſted by Reginald de Mohun, Richard 


Briwere, and- others,” 


This William Briwere, being a EG! in whom much truſt was repoſed, particularly 
in matters which concerned the crown, built the caſtle of Bridgwater, having obtained 
licence thereto 2 John; as alſo to incloſe all his woods here; and in the ſame year 
obtained for the inhabitants their firſt charter; erecting them for the future into a free 
borough; to have a free market once a week, a fair yearly, the benefit of tolls and 
paſſages, and ſeveral other privileges.“ He began the foundation of the noble bridge 
over the Parret, and made the haven; both which were completed in the time of Edw. I. 
by Sir Thomas Trivet, one of the juſtices to that King. He was alſo attentive to 
matters of religion, and in the beginning of the reign of Henry III. founded and en- 
dowed, to the honour of St. John the Baptiſt in the town of Bridgwater, for the health of 
the ſouls of Henry II. Ric. I. and King John, an hoſpital of the order of St. Auguſtin, 
for a prior, maſter, and brethren, who were to ſuperintend and maintain chirteen poor 
and infirm perſons, beſides religious and pilgrims. This inſtitution was confirmed by 
Joceline, biſhop of Bath, A. D. 1219, who ordained the ſaid hoſpital to be free, pure, 
and perpetual, for indigent. perſons only; That it ſhould enjoy the ſame liberties and free 
cuſtoms with other houſes of the ſame claſs, and be exempt from” epiſcopal charges. 


* Some of the arms A a are proferved in the burgeſs hall. 
Aubrey'e Monumenta Britannica MS, Lib. Domeſday; See vol. i ü. P- 390. 


” Mon, Angl. 1 1, 912, 7 Cart. 2 Joh. P. 2, m. 27. 
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| That the brethren ſhould have power to ele& à maſter or warden out of their own 
ſociety, who, with the brethren's concurrence, ſhould diſpoſe of all offices whatſoever 
belonging to the houſe. That they ſhould wear clerical apparel, ſuch as was common 
to hoſpitallers, but with the diſtinction of a black croſs ſtaraped on their mantles and 

outer garments. That they ſhould ſee the pariſh church of Bridgwater ſerved by ſome 
one or other of their ſociety, and by another proper ſecular chaplain, as curate or 
aſſiſtant. That one of the brethren, or, in his ſtead, ſome ſecular chaplain, ſhould 
perform maſs every day in the chapel of the caſtle, and alſo when the lord of the caſtle 
ſhould be there and require it to be performed, at canonical hours. That the maſter 
and brethren ſhould have all profits and oblations coming from the caſtle; and the lord 
thereof for the time being find books, -veſtments, utenſils, lights, and all other neceſ- 
ſaries for the faid chapel. That ſome one of the brethren ſhould have the care of the 
Poor and ſickly in the infirmary, under the direction of the maſter of the hoſpital, 
and provide for them competently according to the cuſtom of the houſe, and their 
own abilities. That two or three women of good fame and converſation ſhould be 
admitted by the maſter and brethren to wait upon the poor and infirm, and have their 
lodging in a cell or chamber in the infirmary near them, and be ſupported and main- 

tained at the expence of the maſter and brethren; the ſaid women to be always ready 
night and day to aſſiſt the ſickly in every other office beſides prayers.? 


To this hoſpital, beſides conſiderable poſſeſſions in Bridgwater,” Chilton, North- 
Petherton, Chedder, and other places, were appropriated the churches of Bridgwater, 
Wembdon, Northover, and Iſle-Brewers, in this county, and the churches of Langteglos 
juxta Fowey, and Morwinſton, in Cornwall.“ The maſter and brethren had alſo the 
advowſon of the rectory of Chilton and Idſtoke, and their yearly revenues were valued 
in 1534, at 1201, 198. 2d, T he lords of the manor were patrons of the hoſpital, and 
the maſters were, © 

Geffrey de Mark, 1298. | 

Henry de Stanford, elected in March 1312. 

John de Walchyn, confirmed May 11, 1334+ 

Thomas de Badicote, 1 340. 

John Pathull, died 1422. 

Thomas Pulton, elected Feb. 16, 1422. 

. Roger Cory, Oct. 30, 1449. 

John Holford, March 28, 1457. 

Thomas Spenſer, 1498. 


Robert Walſhe, Jan. 3, 1524. He was the laſt mater; and with Henry Pety, 
preſident, Thomas Cogyn, Richard Remberyg, John Goolle, and four other deacons; 
_ Comb, ] ahn * and John _ novices ; ſubſcribed to the ſupremacy 17 


_ 


1 e Regiſt, Wellen. 


* 23 Edw. III. it was found not to the King's damage, to licence Thomas Fitz- James, Henry Redmor, Adam 
Caundel, and Thomas the ſon of Ralph Caundel, to grant ſixteen meſſuages, one ſhop, one cellar, one ſtall, one 
'garden, and twenty-three acres and a half of land, in Bridgwater and North-Petherton, to the Maſter and Bre- 

4 threnof the hoſpital of St. John of Bridgwater, to hold to them and their ſucceſſors for ever, * ad quod Damn, 


* Mon, _— ll. 433. 
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Sept. 15 34; and Feb. 3, 1 539, the ſaid maſter, with ſeven brothers, ſurrendered this 


hoſpital to the King, he having a yearly penſion ”—_ him of 331 6s. 8d. and a gra- 
tuity of 161. 138. 4d. 


In 155 3, here remained in charge 31. in ſees, 71. 128. in annuities, ba the following 
penſions, viz. To Richard Crybbe, alias Kymrydge, 4l.; Robert Fyſher 41. John 


 Wylle 41. John Mors al. Thomas Wood 21. 34 Henry VIII. the, King granted the 


{cite of this hoſpital, which ſtood near the eaſt-gate, and of which a few ruins remain, 
with lands near it called Smallcroft, to Humphrey Colles. 


To return to William Briwere, the founder of this hoſpital; he, after many benefac- 
tions to the town of Bridgwater, and raiſing it from a ſmall to a very flouriſhing place, 


died 11 Henry III. and was ſucceeded by William his ſon and heir; who, following 


the example of his father, founded in the weſtern part of the town a priory of mino- 
rites. or grey-friars, which he dedicated to. St. Francis, and endowed with lands." 
One of the lords Botreaux and his wife were great benefactors to this houſe, and 
his heart and her body were buried in the chapel. This William married Joan, 
daughter to William de Vernon earl of Devon, but died without iſſue, 16 Henry III. 
whereupon his eſtate became divided among his ſiſters, viz. Græcia, Margaret, Iſabel, 


Alice, and Joan. Upon the diviſion of the eſtates, the caſtle, manor, and borough of 


Bridgwater," with the manors of Haygrove and Odcombe, fell to the eldeſt fiſter Græcia, 
who was married-to William de Braoſe, lord of the manors of Brecknock, Radnor, and 


. Abergavenny, and a great baron of his time, William, the ſon of this William de 


Braoſe, was maſſacred by Llewellyn prince of Wales, and left iſſue four daughters 
his coheireſſes, viz, Maud, wife of Roger de Mortimer; Eve, wife of William de 


Cantilupe; Eleanor, wife of Humphry de Bohun ; and Ifabel, firſt wife of David, ſon 


of Llewellyn prince of Wales, and afterwards of Peter Fitzherbert. The eldeſt 
davghter Maud, wife of Roger Mortimer, had the caſtle and third part of the manor 


of Bridgwater for her ſhare, e gave the ſame to William Mortimer her third ſon, 


who married Hawiſe, daughter and heir of Robert de Muſcegros, and died without 


iſſue, leaving Edmund lord Mortimer, his elder brother, heir to this eſtate. To which 


Edmund ſucceeded Roger, Sir Edmund, Roger, Edmund, Roger, and Edmund, earls 
of March, and poſſeſſors of the caſtle and third part of the manor of Bridgwater, which 
paſſed by an heir female of the laſt Earl of March to Richard duke of Tk and thus 


to the crown, 


But the borough of PERRY and the out-manor of Haygrove, in FE Aiviſon of 
the Braoſe eſtates, fell to the ſhare of Eve, wife of William de Cantilupe. Which 
William, by his ſaid wife, left iſſue one ſon, George, and two daughters, Millicent, firſt 
wite of John de-Montealt, and afterwards of Eudo lord Zouch; and Joan the wife of 
Henry lord de Haſtings, George died without iſſue, and thereupon John the ſon of 


Henry 4 ane by Joan his younger ſiſter, and Millicent his elder ſiſter, the wiſe 


* Willis"s Hiſtory of Abbies, i. 196, 


» The ſcite of this priory was granted 35 Hen. VIII. to Emanuel Lukar. There was alſo in Bridgwater i in 


the ſame part of the town, an hoſpital of 1 dedicated to St. Giles, but endowed with little or no lang. 
Lel. Itin. ii. 97. * I bid. c 
O 
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of Eudo lord Zouch, were found to be his next heirs. A legal partition of the eſtates 

being made, che manor of Bridgwater was allotted to Millicent, and in her right came 
to the lords Zouch of Harringworth. By an inquiſition taken 19 Ric. II. it was found 
that William lord Z ouch held at his death, in fee tail to himſelf and Agnes his wife 

and their heirs lawfully begotten, the manor of Bridgwater, with its members and 

appertenances in Haygrove and Odcomb, of the King in free burgage? 7 Henry V. 
William lord Zouch held two parts of the manor of Haygrove, and of the demeſnes 
of the borough of Bridgwater, with two parts of the hundred court, the fair, market, 
and other franchiſes and liberties belonging to the ſaid lordſhip and borough.* By 
the attainder of John lord Zouch of Harringworth, 1 Henry VII. the premiſes above- 
mentioned came to the crown; and that King granted a fee-farm rent of 161. per 
annum out of the town of Bridgwater, the manor of Haygrove, and alſo the manors 
of Wincanton, North and South-Barrow, and Marſh, late parcel of the poſſeſſions of 
John lord Zouch and Seymour, attainted to Giles lord D*Aubney for life, reverſion to 
the heirs of the ſaid lord Zouch= This Lord D'Aubney was fo created by Henry VII. 
with whom, while Earl of Richmond, he came from Britanny in France. He was. 
governor of Calais; and in 1490 routed the French at Dixmude. He was alſo con- 

ftable of the caſtles of Bridgwater and Briſtol, and commanded the ſecond diviſion at 
the battle of Blackheath in 1497. He died in 1507, leaving by Elizabeth his wife, 
daughter of Sir John Arundel, of Wardour, an only ſon Henry, who, ſucceeding him, 
was by King Henry VIII. in 1539 created Earl of Bridgwater. He dying without 
iſſue male, the title became extinct; but was revived by King James I. May 27, 1617, 
in the perſon of John Egerton, baron of Elleſmere and viſcount Brackley. He died 
1649, and was ſucceeded in the title by his ſon John, who died in 1686; from whom 
it deſcended to a ſon of his own name, the third Earl of Bridgwater, whoſe ſon Scroop, 
in conſideration of his great merits, was by Geo. I. advanced on June 18, 17 20, to the 

honours of Marquis of Brackley, and Duke of Bridgwater. John Marquis of Brack- 
ley, born April 29, 1727, ſucceeded his father as ſecond Duke of Bridgwater, and died 
Feb. 26, 1747, unmarried, whereupon the title devolved on his brother Francis, the 
third and preſent Duke of Bridgwater. 


The caſtle and borough were ſometime held by the Queens of England, and in this 
right they had a ſhare of the patronage of the hoſpital of St. John in. Bridgwater, 
which in 1524 was divided into three parts, one of which belonged to Catherine Queen 
of England, and the other two to Henry lord D”Aubney above- mentioned. 


King Charles I. by letters patent bearing date July 11, the ſecond year of his reign, 
granted to Sir William Whitmore, knt. and George Whitmore, eſq; and. their heirs 
and aſſigns, the manor and caſtle of Bridgwater, with.the appertenances,. the manor of 
Haygrove, and divers meſſuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, in Bridgwater, 
Haygrove, Durleigh, Chilton, and North-Petherton, together with. all toll, courrs-leet, 
view of frankpledge, law- days, and aflize of bread, wine and beer, and all other victuals, 
goods and chattels of felons and fugitives, felons of themſelves attainted, convicted, and 
condemned, and put in exigent, fines, amerciaments,, waiſs, eſtrays, deodands, free- 


Fol Reg ien i Finke 
Vor. III. M 
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warren, &c. in as large and ample a manner as heretofore uſed and accuſtomed within 
the ſaid caſtle, manor, &c. and in as large and ample a manner and form as Jane queen 
of England, Katherine counteſs of Devon, Roger Mortimer earl of March, or; 
Richard duke of York, ever heretofore had by reaſon or means of any charter or grant 
whatſoever. And among many other things the ſaid King grants all that rent of four 
iron horſe-ſhoes, and thirty-eight iron nails, a free-rent of John Buckland for his houſe, 
called the Swan, with the appertenances in Bridgwater, by the particular mentioned to 
be of the yearly rent or value of four-pence ;—to hold of the King as of the manor, 
of Eaſt-Greenwich in the county of Kent in free and common ſoccage, and not in ca- 
pite, or by knight's ſervice.” The Whitmores ſoon after* ſold the manor of Bridg- 
water Caſtrum, cum Haygrove, the caſtle of Bridgwater, the lordſhip or manor of 
Bridgwater, and divers meſſuages, lands, and tenements, in Haygrove, Durleigh, Chil- 
ton, North-Petherton, &c. to Henry Harvey, ſon of William Harvey, of Bridgwater, 
eſq. Which Henry had iſſue two ſons, Henry and John. Henry the eldeſt inherited 
the eſtate ; but wanting iſſue, gave it by will, dated A. D. 1669, to his uncle John, 
who, having no iſſue, gave it to Francis, who, likewiſe wanting iſſue, cut off the entail, 
and gave it to John Harvey his nephew, the ſon of John and Agnes Harvey. The. 
preſent heir of this family is Robert Harvey, M. P. ſometime fellow of Sidney college. | 
fn Cambridge. 


The caſtle of Bridgwater was leaſed out by Heriry Harvey to Edmund Wyndham 
the King's governor, in 1643, two years before the 782 70 thereof by the eg 
forces under Fairfax. 


The corporation of the town have their peculiar manor in Bridgwater; but the 
principal one belongs to Sir Philip Hales, bart. the repreſentative of the families of 
Trivet and Pym, in this county. This manor remained in the Trivet family many 
deſcents, till 10 Henry VI. it paſſed to the family of Pym* by the marriage of Roger 
Pym, of Brymore, with Joan daughter and heir of John Trivet. On the death of Roger 
Pym, it deſcended to Philip Pym, 12 Edw. IV. and from him to the ſucceeding heirs 
of the Pym family. On the death of Sir Charles Pym, the laſt of that family, it be- 
came the property of Sir Thomas Hales, bart. in right of his wife Mary, ſiſter and heir 
of the ſaid Sir Charles, and i is now pales by their me Sir 1 eee of 
Brymore, bart. 

In 1599, the town of Bridgrrater gave birth to n valiant * ſucceſsful Ad. 
miral, Robert Blake, who was educated at the grammar-ſchool here, whence he 
removed to Oxford, and was ſucceſſively of Alban-hall and Wadham- college in that 
univerſity. He very early diſcovered republican and puritanical principles, on which. 
account he was in 1640 elected member for the borough of Bridgwater. In 1643, he 
governed a ſmall fort at Briſtol under the command of Colonel Fiennes. He ſerved 
afterwards in this county, and, in conjunction with Sir Robert Pye, ſurprized. Taunton, 
for the Parliament. In 1648, he was appointed to command the fleet with Colonels 
Deane and Popham; and in 1651, he burnt and deſtroyed the whole fleet of Prince 
Rupert, two ſhips only excepted, The ſame year he reduced the Scilly Iſlands, which 


> Ex. Autog, - | | ' + n1630. . of this family, ſee yal. i. p. 233. 
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were held for the King. In 1652, on the expectation of a Dutch war, he was ap- 
pointed ſole admiral for nine months, and in that capacity ſoon after forced Van 
Trump the Dutch, admiral to retreat precipitately from the Downs. In 1653, he 
gained a complete victory over the Dutch fleet, conſiſting of a hundred and twenty 

men of war, and commanded by the ſame admiral. In the ſame year he repreſented 
his native town of Bridgwater in the Protector's new parliament.” In 1654 he exacted, 
ample ſatisfaction from the Algerines for i injuries done to the Engliſh merchants; and 
ſailing to Tunis, reduced the caſtle of Porto-Ferino, and burnt all the ſhips belonging; 
to the pirates in the harbour. In 1657, he failed with a fleet of twenty-five men of 
war to Sancta-Cruz, in the iſland of Teneriffe, and in a ſhort ſpace of time and with 
little loſs he forced that ſtrong place, and burnt the Spaniſh fleet lying therein. For 
this laſt action he received the thanks of the parliament, and a diamond ring valued 
at five hundred pounds. Upon his return to the Mediterranean he cruiſed ſome time , 
before Cadiz, but finding his health declining faſt, he reſolved to return to England, 
and died as the fleet was entering Plymouth, Aug. 17, 1657, aged 58. His body 
was conveyed to Weſtminſter-Abbey, and interred with great pomp in Henry VIIth's 
chapel; but it was removed from thence in 1661, and w in St. enn 8 
church- yard. 


The environs of Bridgwater are not unnoted in our early annals. To the ſouth of the 
town lies Hau, in which village, A. D. 794, ten caſſates of land were given by Brithric 
king of the Weſt-Saxons, to his prefect Wigfruth and to his heirs after him, for the 
health of his own ſoul and the expiation of his ſins, and in conſideration of the ſaid 
Wigfruth's faithful and indefatigable ſervices at Ham. This territory was known by 
the following deſcription: © It has Ham on the eaſt, and goes ſouthwards to a watery 
place called Swanmore, thence northwards to a muddy river called Holebrouk. Weſt- 
wards the bounds touch upon a certain umulus or hillock, called from a ſtone infixed 

on the ſummit thereof S/anbrow. Thence to the ſouthweſt ripe of a water called 
Bradanflet ;* thence to a certain marſhy rivulet, and ſo northwards to a ditch called 
Candeldich, and thence by a furrow to three ſtones; and ſo to a certain ſmall path ver- 
ging towards the weſt ; and thence northeaſtwards to a ſtone; and from that ſtone by the 
northern extremity of the boundaries to ſome conſpicuous chalk-pits; and from thole 
pits by a high place to a remarkable Pear-tree, (in arborem fructugſam, id eſt, Perie,) 
and then to the weſtwards along the publick road to Liguum, which they call Barlete r 
Trow. Then from the ſouth it verges by a rivulet into the moraſs of the river Patride'.” 
Afterwards, viz. A. D. 958, King Edwi gave a manſe in the ſame village to Ceolward 
his ſervant and to his heirs;* and in 1009, King Athelred granted the whole territory 
of Ham to the abbey of Athelney. In the Norman record it is thus ſurveyed: 


e The church [of Atheley] itſelf holds Hamz. In the time of King Edward it 
« gelded for one hide. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, and 
« four ſervants, and one villane, and ſeven cottagers, with one plough. There are 
e fifteen acres of meadow, and three acres of coppice-wood, It is worth thirty 


(c 551 


* Biog. DiA. l. 230, | Ser es de Athelney, MS. © Ibid. 
> Thid, Lib. Domeſday. 
M 2 A. D. iaes, 
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A. D. 1225, Abhat Benedict and his convent gave a certain place in the manor of 
Ham ſor the ſupport of lights in the chapel of St, Mary. In 1293, the lands be- 
longing to that. monaſtery here were valued at 6l. 10s. There was a compoſition 
between the abbot of: Athelney- and the-maſter of the hoſpital of St. John in Bridg- 
water, concerning the tithes of Ham, whereby it was agreed that the ſaid hoſpital ſhould 
receive the tithes of all their demeſnes. in Ham, and pay yearly to the monaſtery of 
Athelney twenty ſhillings. That the abbot and convent ſhould be allowed to perform 
divine ſervice in the oratory of Ham when they ſhould be-there, without prejudice to 
the mother church. But that the maſter and brethren of the hoſpital ſhould: perform 
ſervice in the ſaid oratory on St. Leonard's-day, apd.cegeive al oblations. The manor 
of Ham belongs to Lady Tynte. 


Partly within this pariſh, and partly in that of Durleigb, i is Wrsr-Bowex, and wholly 
in the former is EasT-Bowgs; which hamlets are thus ſurveyed in Domeſday-Book: 


6 Rademer holds of Walter [de Dowai] Buzz. Saric held it. in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne is 
< one carucate, with one- ſervant, and three villanes, and two cottagers, having two 
te ploughs. It was and is worth forty ſhillings. 


This land belonged in the time of King Edward to. Melecome, which Robert de 
% Odborvile now holds. 


« Alured [de Iſpania] himſelf holds Bux. Alwi held it in the time of King Ed- 
« ward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is five carucates. There are eight 
ce villanes, and ſix cottagers, and three ſervants. It was always worth one hundred 
* ſhillings, | | 

« To this manor is added one virgate of land, which was of the King's unn in Peret. 
The arable is one carucate. It is worth ten ſhillings.””* 


The family of Godwyn were long lords of Bower, and gave it the name of Godwyn's- 
Bower. In the time of Edw. IL Hugh Godwyn, burgeſs of Bridgwater, poſſeſſed lands 
in Bridgwater, Bower, and Dunwere, and by Margery his wiſe left iſſue John Godwyn, 
who died 20 Edw. III. leaving by. Joan his wife, daughter: of Robert de Bradford, 
(who furvived him) John his ſon and heir. Which John was: living 21 Edw. III. and 
bore on his ſeal a chevrog. between three, leopards' heads, He was ſucceeded in his 
eſtates by William Godwyn his ſon and heir, and he by another William Godwyn, who 
died 21 Henry VI. ſeized of the manor of Godwyne's-Boure, and certain lands and 
tenements in North-Boure, parcel of the ſame manor, held under Alexander Hody, as 
of his manor of Otterhampton.* William Godwyn, ſon of the laſt- mentioned William, 
was living 1 Edw. IV, and had ifſve William Godwyn, called in his father's life-time 
William Godwyn the younger, who was father of, Chriſtopher Godwyn, and grand- 
father of Thomas. Godwyn, who ſold this manor, and that of Bagborough, to John 
Brent, of Coſſington, eſq; who died ſeized of the ſame, and the manors o Dunwere, 


* Regiſt, Abbat, de Athelney, Tant. Temporal. | „ Regiſt, Abbai, de Atheloey, | 
. | * Lib, Domeſday. * Ibid. _» Eſc, | | | 
3 1 = Slap, 
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Slap, Eaſt-Bower, and others, 16 Henry VIII. all which deſcended to William his 


ſon and heir. Theſe manors were afterwards ſold away from the Brents, and diſperſed 
into other families. 


44 Edw. HI. John Horſey was lord of the manors of Eaſt and Weſt- Bower.“ 


ö 7 Henry VI. Thomas Mychell, William Beſylis, and John Walyngford, held the 
4 fourth part of 2 knight's fee in Bower, which the heirs of Robert Chilton formerly 
1 held. The family of Coker were likewiſe poſſeſſod of lands: in Bower. 


Duxwzkx in this vicinity was in the time of Ric. I. the eſtate of Geffrey Cocus, or 
Cook, as the family was afterwards called, and from them it deſcended to a family, who 
9 had their name from the neighbouring village of Bradney. 17 Edw. II. Joachim de 
J Bradney held twenty-five acres. of arable land, and three acres of meadow in 4a Slape, 
and Dontuere, of the King in chief, by the ſervice of the thirty-ſecond part of a knight's 
fee.” Simon de Bradney was his ſucceſſor in. this manor, which afterwards came to 
the Chicheſters, and continued for many deſcents in their poſſeſſion. According to the 
ſurvey taken previous to the diviſion and allotment of King's Sedgmoor, this manor 
_ conſiſted of ſix hundred acres, and then belonged to the heirs of Sir Robert Chicheſter." 
There was a family of the name de Donwere, who held ns Here in the time of 
Henry II. and Ric. 1.” 


Northward from Bridgwater. is Hoks Ex, which in the; time of King, William the 
232 belonged to the lord of Bridgwater, and. was an 
2 Saxon. 

60 Rademer holds of Walter, Hoas:. Ebwards hekbit in che ume ob King Edward; 
ce and gelded for two hides. The arable-is ſeven-carucates. Imdemeſiic are two caru- 
ce cates, and two ſervants, and ent villanes; and fix bordars, andithpee-cotzgers, with. 
<« five-ploughs; and twenty-four acres:ob paſture, It is worth four pound. 


In the: time of Henry II. the manor of Horley, was, the poſſeſion of a, family of its 
name, who. bore fox their arms three harſes heads couped, it being uſual for ancient 
families to adopt ſome erablematical bearing ſig ificative of, ot alluſive to. their titles. 
In the reign: abovementioned, Philip, Walter, William, ,and Thomas, de Horſey were 
ſucceſſixe lords of this manor.” They were. * of | great. opulence. and. reputation, 
and gęnarally reſided at Horſey, though ſometimes at Clifton in Dorſetſhire, which 
came to them by an heir- general of the Maubanks,* The auncient name and maner 
place of . the - Hareſeys was at the end of the greate hylle that gaithe from Gleſſenbyry 
almoſte to Bridgewatar. It i þ about a myle from Bridgetvatar, and. Ser John Horſey 
poſſoſſithe yet the lande. In this name it continued till the latter end of the laſt cen- 
tury, When Sir Gęeor 9 knt. having by extravagance. diſſipated the large eſtate 
which had. deſcended to him from a long train of anceſtry, ſold this manor and the 
adjoining. one of Pignes, for a trifing ſum to Sir John Stawel, It appears from an old 


*.Inq.-poſt-mort» Joh. Bent. EG. Lib. Feod. * Rot. Pip. 7 Ne. I. Eſe. 
* Dugdale's Hiſt; of the Fens. „ Oart - Anti-. Lib. Domeſday. * Seals from ancient Deeds. 
> Sis, Willa Fele. * Hutchins's FL, of Durſet, ii, 459 VLel. Ih, vs. 109. 
TY 5 | evidence, 
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evidence, that the manor was worth by the year 43l. and holden of the King as of his 


dutchy of Lancaſter by knights' ſervice. There was a ehapel! in the ee of Horſey, 
which has long ſince been ruinated. 


The manor of Pioxxs or ProkNs, called from the Horſeys Horſey-Pignes, is chus 


ſurveyed in the old record: 


John the Porter holds of the King, Deders, Brictric held it. in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for one hide and one yard-land. The arable is two carucates. 
e In demeſne is one carucate, and two villanes, with one cottager. There is a prieſt, 
* with one carucate, and two cottagers. There are five acres of meadow. It was for- 
cc merly worth forty ſhillings, now it is worth thirty ſhillings.” 


There is a tradition that here was the mother- church to Chilton, which ſeems to be 
confirmed by the foregoing extract. The manor nag One's with Harley in the 
times fucceeding the Norman Conqueſt. : 


The laſt place that remains to be noticed within this circuit, is the ancient vill and 
| manſion of SYDENHAM, which afforded name to the ſeveral branches of that worthy 

family, which have flouriſhed i in this county for upwards of five hundred years, bearing 
for their arms, Argent, three rams paſſant /able. This place was formerly called Sidebam, 
in regard of its ſituation on the fide of the river Parret, being poſſeſſed in Edward 
the 'Confeflor's days by one Cheping a Saxon, and in the time of William I. by Roger 
Arundel. The amount of the arable land on this eſtate was one carucate, and there 
were fifteen actes of paſture; all valued at fifteen-pence.* As it was cuſtomary for 
families to aſſume names from the territories wherein they more eſpecially reſided, ſo 
ſome lord of this manor, which after the Conqueſt grew very conſiderable, called 
himſelf de Sydenbam, a name uſed by all his deſcendants to this day. In the time of 
King John, Robert de. Sydenham was lord of the manor of Sydenham, and at his 
death left iſſue a ſon whoſe name was John, living in the time of Henry III. To 
which John ſucceeded Walter de Sydeham (being thus written in the evidences of 
Dunſter-caſtle) who 14 Edw. I. held under Richard de Greynville a knight's fee in 
Sydeham of John de Mohun as of the honour of Dunſter. He was ſucceeded by John 

de Sydenham, who married the heireſs of John de Kittisford, of Kittisford in this 
county, and by her had iſſue two ſons, William, and Richard, of whom William inhe- 
rited this manor, and was living here in, the time of Edw. III. Which William, by 
Joan the daughter and coheir of William de Cothay, of Cothay in the pariſh of Kittis- 


ford, left three ſons, Roger, Simon, and William; whereof Simon, marrying Marſilla, 


daughter and heir of John Hillary of Badialton, was founder of that branch of the 
Sydenhams who. ſeated themſelves in that 1 Roger, the elt ſon of William 
2 5 the youngeſt of whom, Richard, was a judge, and lord of Combe-Sydenham i in 
this county, and the eldeſt, whoſe name was John, ſucceeded to this manor. He 
marriet Mary, daughter and heir of de Pixton, lord of Pixton near Dulverton in 
this county, and by her had two ſons, John and Hugh, and a daughter, married to John 


. MS'* Codice Tho, Rawlinſon, = * Lib, Domeſday, - * Ibid,  * Lib, Feod, Efe. 
| | | | Carru, 
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Carru. Hugh de Sydenham, the ſecond ſon of John, marrying Joan the daughter and 
heir of William Poleſwell, was anceſtor to the baronets of this family, and to all the 
branches of the houſe now ſubſiſting in the male line. But John, the eldeſt ſon, mar- 
ried Alice the daughter and heir of John Redmere, and dying in his father's life-time, 


left iſſue one ſon John, and a daughter named Joan; which John N without iſſue, 
Joan his ſiſter became heireſs to the eſtate. 


This Joan was twice married; her firſt huſband was Richard Cuffe, alias Cave, (on 
of Thomas Cave, by Iſolda, daughter and heir of Hugh de Mariſco, or Mareis, and 
grandſon of Thomas Cave of the county of Northampton) who in her right be- 
came lord of Sydenham; her ſecond huſband was Robert Bozun. To which Richard 
Cave ſucceeded his ſon Philip, who-by marriage with Catharine, daughter and at 
length heir of Walter Tilly, (a deſcendant of Thomas de Tilly, living in the time of 
Edward I.) poſſeſſed the manors of Moorland and Willy, and dying in 1471, 
ſeized of Sydenham, and large eſtates in Wembdon, Bridgwater, Bawdrip, North- 
Petherton, Moorland, Dunweer, North-Bower, Woolmerſdon, and Netherham, left 
iſſue William Cave, who ſucceeded to the manor, and by Anne his wife was father of 
one ſon, John, who died without iflue in the time of Henry VIII. and a daughter, 
Alice, married to Thomas Perceval, of Tickenham and Roulſton, ſon to Ralph, bro- 
ther to Sir Ralph Perceval, lord of Weſton in Gordano. Which Thomas Perceval 
rebuilt the manor-houſe of Sydenham, where he reſided, and in which eſtate he was 
ſucceeded by David Perceval his fon and heir. This David married Alice, the daugh- 
ter of Thomas Bythemore, of Nailſea in this county, eſq; and dying 25 Henry VIII. 
left iſſue by her three ſons, of whom George became lord of Sydenham, Moorland, 
Willy, and other lands in this county, and had his reſidence chiefly'at Nailſea, but 
after the ſale of that eſtate he removed to Sydenham, and there lived in a frugal and 
retired manner. There goes a ſtory of him whilſt he lived here, that one night he 
was tranſported out of his bed-chamber through the barred windows of the old houſe, 
and, by the marvellous power of ſome inviſible ſpirit, was carried through the air, 
and. placed in the upper branches of a great oak, whoſe venerable head (ſays my 
author) ſtill rears itſelf, not yet remarkably decayed, at ſome diſtance from the ſeat. 
To this George ſucceeded Richard Perceval his ſon and heir, ſecretary of the court of 
wards in England, and regiſtrar of the ſame court in Ireland, who, A. D. 1613, ſold 


this manor to Mr. Bull, from whow? it ir er to rt a Bubb er e e eſq; one 
of the Lords of the Treaſury. « | 


The church of Ridge b is next to be conſidered. On the Foundation of St. 
John's hoſpital by William Briwere, the tithes of this pariſh were appropriated to that 
inſtitution, and the maſter and brethren thereof had the advowſon of the vicarage, 
which in 1292 was valued at eight marks. The church had before been given by 
Fulke Paganel to the foreign abbey of St. Martin Marmonſtier,” the poſſeſſions of which 
in England were ſeized into the King's hands during the war with France. The gift 
of the living is in.the crown, and the Rev. William Woolen is the preſent incumbent, 


* Anderſon? s Genealogical Hiſtory of the houſe of Yyery, i. 118, Tadgt. Spiritual. 
. . n. Ang. f. 912. 


The 
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The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is a large handſome . ſtructure, conſiſt- 
ing of a nave, chancel, and two ſide ailes, with a tower at the weft end, ſurmounted by 
a very lofty ſpire, being with the tower one hundred and ſeventy-four 4eet .in height. 
There is a very beautiful alrar-piece given bythe late Hon. Anne Poulett, many years 
member for the town. This painting repreſents our Saviour reclining his head on. the 
lap of his beloved diſciple John, who is finely repreſented in the anguiſh of filent grief; 
Covering his face with both his hands. On the left hand the Virgin Mary lies ſwoon- 
ing with her head in the lap of the wife of Cephas, who hangs over her with the mingled 
expreſſion of grief, diſmay, and tender affection. In the back ground i is Mary Mag- 
dalen ſtanding with her right hand thrown Back, her left raiſed eq ual with her head, 
her eyes exalted; and the whole attitude finely expreſſive of her e breaking a devout 
prayer to heaven. The artiſt of this valuable piece is uncertain. | 


Divers of the Wrothe, Horſey, and other ancient families, were buried i in this 
church; but there are now no monuments of conſequence. 


There were ſeveral chantries here, as, 1. St. George's chantry; the laſt incumbent 
of which was John Saunders, penſioned in 1 553 with gl. 2. The Virgin Mary's 
chantry. John Toller, the laſt incumbent, had a ſimilar penſion.” To this chantry 

' belonged ten meſſuages, eight acres of land, and forty ſhillings rent in Bridgwater.* 


3- Trinity chantry. John Inger the laſt incumbent of this had alſo a penſion of 51.” 
© The chapelle of S. Salvicuy at the ſouth fide withoute the town was buildid iz 
Bominum memoria, by a merchaunt of Bridgewater, cawllid William Poel or Pole. 


* Wills's Hiſt, af Abbies, 5. 201. Plat. 16 Ric. II. p. 2, m. 30. 
Willa, ut ſupra. * Lel. Itin. B. 97. 


IES a mile weſtward from Bridgwater, on the edge of a common, which runs 
down almoſt to the river Parret. This pariſh, which in old records is called 
Ai Chilton-Trinitatis, on account of the dedication of its church, was anciently a hundred 
BY of itſelf, and divided into ſeveral manors, as EAsT-CRHIL TON, WesT-CHiLTON, or 
„ | | Cnmron-Tawrr, IDsTOXE-INVERNE, and ann. The two firſt vills are chus 
deſcribed in Domeſday- Book: 


3 Anſchitil holds of Roger Ide enen n aen 
« of King Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is two carucates. In de- 
« meſne is one carucate, with one ſervant, and two villanes, and five cottagers, with 
© two ploughs. There are fix acres of meadow, and eight acres of paſture, and ſix- 
« teen acres of wood, It was worth twenty ſhillings, now forty ſhillings. 


« Anſchitil 


— 
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“ Anſchitil holds of Roger, CILDEToYE. Mereſwet held it in the time of King 
« Edward; and gelded for half a hide. The arable is two carucates. Theſe are occu- 
« pied by four villanes and ſix cottagers; and in demeſne is half a carucate, and half 
& a mill rendering twenty ſhillings. There are fix acres of meadow, and eight acres of 
te paſture, and ſixteen acres of wood. It was and is worth forty ſhillings.”* 


Its immediate poſſeſſors after the Conqueſt aſſumed the name of Chilton, and con- 
tinued in theſe parts for many ages, having conſiderable eſtates, as appears by the inqui- 
ſitions and other ancient evidences. Of them were ſeveral Sir John de Chiltons, Sir 


Thomas de Chilton, and Sir Robert de Chilton, knts. 7 Henry VI. Thomas Mychell, 


William Beſyls, and John Walyngford, held the fourth part of a knight's fee in Chilton, 
which the heirs of Sir Robert de Chilton formerly held there.” The ſame family were 
alſo poſſeſſed of lands in South-Petherton and Pitney. In the time of Edw. III. the 
manor of Chilton was the property of the family of de Wigbere or Wigborough, ſo 
denominated from their manor of Wigborough near South-Petherton. In the firſt year 
of that reign Richard de Wigbere held the manors of Chilton, Hunſtile, and Wigbere, 
of the King in chief by the ſeryice of being door-keeper to the King's chamber, and by 
the rent of forty ſhillings per annum.* 33 Edw. III. Maud the widow of Richard de 
Wigbere held at her death the manor of Wigborough, and a meſſuage and one caru- 
cate of arable land, fix acres of meadow, ſix acres of wood, and ten ſhillings rent, in 
Hunſtile ; and alſo a meſſuage and three hundred and fixty-nine acres of land in Chilton; 
reverſionary 1 to. John the ſon and heir of Ralph de Horſey, then under age and in ward 
to the King. The family of Horſey were the ſubſequent owners of this eſtate; but the 
manor of Hunſtile deſcended from the Wigheres to the Cogans lords of Huntſpill. 


This manor was formerly thus ſurveyed : 
ce John [the Porter] himſelf holds HusTiLs. Alward held it in the time of King 


Edward, and gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is two carucates, with 


<* which are three villanes, and four cottagers. There are ten acres of paſture. It 
<« was. formerly worth ten ſhillings, now twenty ſhillings. 


« Of this land half a virgate and one furlong in the time of King Edward belonged 
ce to Sumertone. It is worth five ſhillings.””* 


From the-Cogans this manor deſcended to the Bourchiers lords Fitzwarren as oy 
be ſeen hereafter in the account of Wigborough. 


1 or CüiLrox-TRIVEr, belonged to the Trivets of Durborough, 
hich name it continued till 25 Henry VI. when it paſſed by the marriage of an only 
daughter to John de Compton. 12 Henry VI. Elizabeth the wife of Thomas Tryvet 
held among other lands the manor of Chilton of Sir Robert Poynings, knt. as of his 
manor of Wyke; and a toft, and one carucate of land in CLzyavLL juxta Chilton-Triver, 
of John Bluet, as of his manor of North-Petherton. 


The village of Clayhill is thus deſcribed in Domeſday-Book: 


* Lib. Domeſday. » Lib. Fel. Efe. See Wigborough in South-Petherton. 


| Eſe. | Lib. Domeſday. 90 
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« Anſchitil holds of Roger [de Curcelle] CLAIHELLE. Ordgar held it in the time 
cc of King Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is three carucates. In de- 
© meſne is one carucate, and two villanes, and ſeven cottagers, with two ploughs. 
«© There are three acres of meadow, and eight acres of paſture, and twelve acres of 
ce wood. It was and is worth twenty ſhillings.” 


7 Henry VI. Thomas Mychell, William Stapleton, and Iſabel Hove, held half a : 
knight's fee in Cleyhull, which the heirs of Robert Teſtard, and Richard le Hare, for- 
merly there held. 


The ancient family of Wigbere n were lords alſo of the manor of 
IpsTock, or Iosrokx, ſituated near jo e "Of this place the following 
notice is taken in the ſurvey : 


John holds of Roger [de Curcelle] 3 Ulf held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is half a carucate, which 
ce is there in demeſne, with ſeven cottagers, and twenty acres of meadow, and ſeven 
ce acres of coppice-- wood. It is worth twelve ſhillings.” 


This manor, with that of Bere, belonged to the Bonvilles, and, her the death of 
Lord William Bonville, to the Duke of Suffolk; after whoſe attainder it was ſold by 
the crown in 1557 to John Bower, for the ſum of 4os1. 68. 8d. | 


In this hamlet Sir William Paulet of Bere, 3 Henry V. founded in a new chapel 
there erected - on the north ſide of an old one, to the honour of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, 
a chantry for one prieſt to celebrate maſs for the health of his own ſoul, and the ſouls 
of his anceſtors and ſucceſſors, and endowed the ſame with three meſſuages, one hun- 
dred acres of arable land, fixteen acres of meadow, three acres of paſture, five acres of 
wood, and one ſhilling rent, in Edeſton, Stoke-Courcy, Pederham juxta Combewiche, 
Sedernmede, Icheſtoke, and Cannington, for the maintenance and ſupport of the ſaid 
ſervice." 1 Edw. IV. David Harneys was chaplain of this chantry.' 


The chapels of Idſtoke and Hunſtile were annexed to the church of Chilton,” 
which rectory was appropriated to the hoſpital of St. John in Bridgwater, and with 
Idſtoke was valued in 1292 at eight marks.” The living is now conſolidated with 


Bridgwater, and in the gift of the cron. The Rev. William Woolen | is the preſent 
incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and is of one pace, having a tower at 
the welt end with, four bells. | 


b. Domeſday, _ * Lib, Feod. > Lib. Domeſday. Harl. MS. bor. 
| > Inq, ad quod Damn. z Cart. . Enxcerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. * Taxat. Spiritual. 
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ASTWARD from Bridgwater, under the ſouth ridge of Pouldon-hill, and on the 


edge of the moors, is Bawprie, which was W ve called Bagetrepe, and was 
held in the Conqueror's days by Walter de Dowai: 


'« Renewald holds of Walter, BaczTrees.: Merleſuain held it in the time of King 


« Edward, and gelded for two hides. .' The arable is eight carucates. In demeſne is 


© one carucate, and fix ſervants, and eleven villanes, and ſeven bordars, and three cotta- 


ce gers, with five ploughs. There is a mill of four ſhillings rent, and one hundred acres ' 
te of meadow, and forty acres of paſture. It was worth fiſty ſhillings, now ſixty thillings.”* 


In the time of Edw. I. Richard de Conteville held a knight's fee in the village of 
Bagdripe of Hugh lord Lovel of Caſtle-Cary; which fee was ſometime held by a 
family who aſſumed their name from this place, and are ſuppoſed to have been p 
tors of the family of Broadrep, of South-Maperton in the*county of Dorſet,* and other 
families of that name, ſeated in different parts of this kingdom. 12 Henry II. Robert 
de Baketerpe held lands here of Henry Lovell.” Adam de Baudrip had lands in this 
Þariſh and North-Petherton 28 Edw. I. 33 Edw. III. John de Baudrip lord of this 
manor granted to Sir John Coumbe, knt. and his heirs, a yearly rent of 20l. to be 
paid out of all his lands and tenements in Bawdrip and Waſhford.* This John de 
Baudrip bore on his ſeal a croſs between four ſheldrakes.* The ſaid Sir John Coumbe 
died 36 Edw. III. then ſeized of two Parts of the manor of Bawdrip, with the reverſion 
of the third part, which Orengia B held in dower of Richard ſon and heir of 
Nicholas Seymour, as of his manor of Caſtle-Cary. He alſo held four tenements in 
Malpulle, and divers lands in Waſhford, of the abbot of Cleeve, leaving John his ſon 
and heir, married to Emmalina daughter of Robert Partiche.* Aſter this the manor 


of Bawdrip was in the families of Beaupine and Worſton, or Wroſton, _ afterwards 


corrupted into WYroughton. 37 Henry VI. William Baudrip, eſq; the ſon of Thomas 
Baudrip, releaſed to John Wroughton, of Broad-Hinton in the county of Wils,:efq; 
and to his heirs, all his right in the manor of Bawdrip, and in his lands at Waſhford, 
Walpole, Stretchill, Chedzoy, and Chilton." In which family of Wroughton this 


manor continued ſeveral deſcents, and is now the property of Jefferys Allen, eſq. 


There were divers ancient villages and manors in this pariſh, of which Foxp was 
poſſeſſed by a family of that name, from whom it came by the marriage of Claricia, 
daughter and heir of Sir Adam de la Ford, to Robert Brent of Coſſington. This Sir 
Adam de la Ford, who had for his arms three lions paſſant, founded 33 Edw. I. a 
chantry in a chapel then newly built at Ford to the honour of the bleſſed Virgin Mary; 
and endowed the fame with a meſſuage, fifty acres of arable land, and four acres of 
meadow in'Stawel, for a chaplain to celebrate divine ſervice therein.” | 


* Lib. Domeſday, * Lib. Feod, 19 Ed. I. * Hatchins's Hiſt: of Dorſet, i. 62. Lib. Nig. Seac. i, 101. 
* Rot. Claus. 33 Ed. II. Seals from uneient Deeds, Efe. bid. Rot. Claus. 
* From the Pedigree of Brent, Ancient Seals. ® Inq. ad quod Damn, Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. 
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The manor of Crandon within the pariſh of Bawdrip was lately the poſſeſſion of the 
Duke of Chandos. Its priſtine name was GRENEDONE. 


« Eldred holds Gzznzpoxs. He alſo held it in the time of King Edward, and 
ce gelded for half a hide. The arable is half a carucate. There are four cottagers, 


ce vyith one ſervant, and a mull rendering thirty pence, and three acres of en and 
ce two acres of coppice- wood. It is worth five ſhillings.”” 


8 Edw. I. Sir Thomas Trivet held at his death ten pounds worth of land in this 
village, for which he paid into the King's exchequer 6s. 8d. per annum in lieu of all 


ſervices. To which Thomas ſucceeded William Trivet his ſon and heir, who 9 Edw. I. 


paid nine ſhillings and five-pence for livery of the lands of his inheritance.“ This 
William was a knight, and was a perſon of ſome account in the court of Edw. II. in 
the eighth year of whoſe reign he died, leaving iſſue Thomas his ſon and heir, who 
13 Edw. II. paid half a mark for his relief of thoſe lands and tenements in Crandon 
which his father held.” The lands of Trivet, after many deſcents, came by, females to 
be divided between the families of Vernay and Dodington. 


The manor of BRADbNEVY was alſo the poſſeſſion of Walter de Dowai: 


« Renewald holds of Walter, Bxzpexiz. Alnod held it in the time of. King Ed- 
te ward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is one carucate and a half. There is 
cc one villane, and five bordars, and one cottager, and one ſervant, with a plough and a 
« half. There are twenty-five acres of meadow. It is worth twenty ſhillings,” 


This manor was likewiſe held of the lords of Caſtle-Cary. Joachim de Bradney was 
lord of it in the time of Edw. II. and left iſſue Simon his ſon and heir. Which Simon 
bore on his ſeal 5 Edw. III. a bend cotiſed.” He had very conſiderable poſſeſſions in 
this neighbourhood, particularly in Bridgwater, Currypool, Sandford, and Bawdrip, 
which paſſed by Beatrix de Bradney, an heireſs, to other families. This Beatrix, 46 - 
Edw. III. bore the following arms, viz. 1. Bendy within a bordure. 2. Three 
roundels ; impaling, within a bordure, a lion rampant.* 5 Henry VI. Sir William 
Sturmy had this manor, and 3a Henry VI. William Beaumont held the ſame, together 
with the manors of Pilleigh, Willet, and Plaiſn. At the time of the diviſion and allot- 
ment of King's-Sedgmoor, this manor was the property of Thomas «pn thy 


Weſtward from Bawdrip is a hamlet called KN OLLx. 


A. D. 1291, Robert de Baggedrippe gave to the church of St. Athelwin of Athelney 
the church of Baggedrip, belonging to him j Jure patronatus, and William de Baggedrippe 
his ſon ratified the grant.” In 1292 it was valued at twelve marks.“ It is a rectory 
in the deanery of Pawlet. The Rev. John Stradling is patron and incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to the honour of St. Michael the Archangel, and is a ſmall 
ſtructure of the form of a croſs, with a plain tower in the centre, containing four bells. 


* Lib; Domeſday. * Eſc. Kot. Pip. 9 Edw. I. * Eſc Rot. Pip. 13 Ed. II. 


Ib. Domeſday, *Eſc. * Seals from ancient Deeds, 2 Ibid, 
7 Regiſt, Abbat, de Athelney,  * Taxat, Spiritual. 
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At the end of the north aile or chapel, under a large Gothick arch, lies the effigy in 
armour of Sir Simon de Bradney, knt. who A. D. 1330 founded, at the altar of the 
bleſſed Virgin Mary here, a chantry for one prieſt to celebrate maſs for his own ſoul, 
and the ſoul of Joachim his father, five days ſucceſſively in every week, endowing the 
ſame with a houſe for the prieſt to live in, and eighteen acres of land in the pariſhes 
of Bridgwater and Bawdrip.* | 


On the floor of this chapel is the following inſcription:——< Here lie the bodies 
of Richard Allen, deceaſed the 16 daie of Jan. 1611, and of Marie his wife.” 


Againſt the north wall of the chancel is a ſtone monument, inſcribed, —*<© Edvardus 
Lovell uxorem duxit Eleanoram Bradford, ex qua duas habuit filias, Eleanoram et 
Mariam. Uterque parens, Batcomb, com. hoc Somerſet. ex honeſtà familia oriundus, 

haud minorem ſtirpi retulit quam accepit gratiam. Eleanora, pientiſſima mater, ſimul 
ac conjux fideliflima, hanc vitam pro cœleſti mutavit, April. 14*, A. D. 1666. Illam 
ſecuta eſt Maria, filia obſequentiſſima, et eximiæ ſpei virgo, Maij 11*, A. D. 1675. 
Edvardus, pater, A. M. Coll. Jef. apud Cantab. Soc. necnon hujus eccleſiæ rector 
per quatuordecim annos digniſſimus, ſtudiorum coronam accepit Sept. 1˙, A. D. 1675. 
Eleanora denique filia, gentilitiæ virtutis et fortune heres, obijt Jun. 14, A. D. 168 1. 
Hanc ſubito et immaturo (ipſos pene inter Hymenzos) fato correptam meſtiſſimus 
luxit maritus; et in gratam piamque parentum, ſororis, et dilectiſſimæ conjugis memo- 
riam, monumentum hoc erigi voluit.” Arms, Argent, on a bend ſable, three fleurs- 
de- lis of the field, in chief a file of three points; impaling barry nebulee of ſix or 
and gules. 


In this pariſh was born A. D. 1598, John Atherton, advanced in 1636 to the 
biſhoprick of Waterford and Liſmore, and hanged at Dublin in 1640. 


* Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. Inq. ad quod Damn. necnon ap. Cart. Antiq. | 
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HIS pariſh lies in the moors eaſtward from Bridgwater, and ſouthward from 
Bawdrip. The lands here are very rich; the foil a ſandy loam; the whole 
amount of the pariſh is one thouſand four hundred and fix acres. 


The manor of Chedzoy, which is now the property of Robert Mackreth, eſq; is not 
ſet down in the Conqueror's ſurvey. It was anciently veſted in the crown, and given 
by Edw. I. in the 18th year of his reign to Simon de Montacute, in whoſe deſcendants 
of the name of Montacute, or Montague, earls of Saliſbury, it continued till the time 
of Henry VI. when Alice, the only daughter and heir of Thomas Montague carl of 
Saliſbury, brought it by marriage to Richard Neville, who was created in her right 


* Cart, 18 Ed. I. n. 73. Earl 
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Earl of Saliſbury. After his death it was poſſeſſed by William de la Pole marquis of 
Suffolk, and after him by Edward, ſon of George duke of Clarence, upon whoſe at- 
rainder it came to the crown, and Henry VII. held it till his death. Soon after which, 
it was by patent dated 4 Oct. 5 Henry VIII. granted to Margaret his ſiſter, who was 

- Attainted in 1539; and thus the manor, again lapſing to the crown, was kept there 
till 75 Edw. VI. when that King granted it to the Earl of Pembroke. The prior of 
Brewton had eſtates here valued in 1293 at ten ſhillings.* 


In this village Roman coins have often been diſcovered; and in 1701, ſeveral earthen 
urns and a fibula were found near the church. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Bridgwater, and in the gift of the Coney 
family. The Rev. Francis Amy" is the preſent incumbent. In 1292 the living 
was valued at thirty marks.* 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is a large Gothick ſtructure, conſiſting 
of a nave, chancel, tranſept, north and ſouth ailes, and a large tower at the weſt end 
containing five bells. The ends of ſeveral of the old oak backed benches are curiouſly 
carved with different devices; among others are, a lamb bearing the croſs and tram- 
pling on a lion; a flying dragon with its tail twiſted round a circular girdle buckled; 
the letter M eee with a coronet, a roſe on one ſide, and a thiſtle on the other, 
all within a circular belt buckled, on which i is the date 19559 a * W in a wreath 
with a ſerpent twining through it. 


Over the communion table in the cieling is a ** canopy, at the bottom of which, 
on one ſide, are theſe arms, Gules, a feſſe lozengy argent; on the other the ſame, im- 
paling, argent, three battle-axes in pile ſable. 


In the chancel floor there is the portraiture in braſs of a man in armour ; and ſeveral 
memorials of the Coney fartiily ; and on the north wall are two elegant mural monu- 
ments of various marbles, embelliſhed with feſtoons, foliage, &c. 


On the one is this inſcription;——< M. S. Thomæ Coney, S. T. P. hujus et 
eccleſiæ Bathonienſis rectoris eruditi Cui labor pius, ingenium limatum, animi mag- 
nitudo, incorrupta fides, nuda veritas, veritatis ſermonem rectẽ dividens, illuſtres, opu- 
lentos, juxta ac pauperes comptẽ redarguebat; ætatis perditæ mores nervoſo depingens 
ſtilo. Annos perplures munere paſtorali functus fideliter, operibus mira pietate con- 
ſcriptis, adhuc vivit mortuus; mortuus laquitur. Conciones pluſquam elegantes, trac- 
tatus maxime pios, ad mentes infirmorum conſolandas, pauperum inſtituendas, divitum 
excitandas, perquam idoneos, hic paſtor eximius benigne reliquit poſteris. Doctrinis, 
precibus, monitis, ubique verba exæquantur. In verbis ineſt vis; in periodis nitida 
verborum concinnitas; Heu, venuſta pietas! heu, priſca fides! Multis ille quidem 

| fiebilis occidit, nullis flebilior « quam eccleſiæ Chriſti Anglicanz amicis ; qui concionatis 
ab ore penderent lzti, Obijt 6˙ Aprilis 1752, anno #tat. 78.” 


On the other monument :——* In eodem ſepulchro quo Thomas Coney, S. T. P. 
pater, ſubtus jacet, Johannes Coney, A. M. filius; in hac atq; eccleſia de Over-Stowey, 
quin et prebendã de Buckland-Dynham in ade cathedralii apud Wellenſe, ſucceſſor 


£ Taxat, Temporal. ROS. 
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non indignus. Qui fi clariſſimum patrem non licuit paſſibus æquis ſequi fama, in 
ſacroſancti tamen miniſterii officiis rite ad illius exemplum ſe componere 


non inſtrenuẽ nec infeliciter laboravit. Obijt 8* die Februarii 1763, ætatis 58.“ 
Arms, Sable, a feſs cotiſed or between three conies ſejant, argent. 


In the ſouth end of the tranſept, on the eaſt wall, is a mural monument of black 
ſtone, with this inſcription :——< Near this place lie interred the remains of William, 
John Jeanes, and Edward, ſons of Richard and Jane Stradling. ] ohn Jeanes Stradling 
died Jan. 26, 1758, aged 3 years; Edward, Jan. 16, 1759, aged 1 year; William, 
April 30, 1767, aged 17 years.” 

Several miniſters of notoriety have poſſeſſed this benefice. Richard Nikke, LL. D. 
was rector thereof A. D. 1489. In 1492 he was conſtituted vicar- general to Richard 
Fox biſhop of this dioceſe; in 1494 he was archdeacon of Wells, and in 1496 he was 

made canon of Windſor, and regiſtrar of the order of the garter. In 1501, he was 


elected to the biſhoprick of Norwich, in which dignity he died in 1536, and was buried 
in his own cathedral.” . 


In 1620, Walter Raleigh, S. T. P. afterwards dean of Wells, was preſented to this 
living by William earl of Pembroke. He was murdered by the rebels in 1646. 


Anthony Paſchal, rector of this pariſh in the latter end of the laſt century, under- 
took the exordium of a hiſtory of this county; but publiſhed only a few fugitive pieces, 
among which is a letter to Dr. Hooke concerning a ſlight ſhock of an earthquake felt 


in the village of ory and in all the neighbourhood of Bridgwater, Jan, 4, 1682. 
6 Athen. Oxon. i. 671. 
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Small pariſh, ſituated in the very ſouthern amn of this hundred, in a low 
and woody but fertile ſpot, and containing about thirty houſes. 


This manor belonged at * Conqueſt to Roger Arundel, — 8 was then called 
Drsroxx. 


« Richard holds of Roger, Dxsroxx. Alwi held in the time of King Edward, and 
« gelded for two hides and three virgates of land. The arable is four carucates. In 
e demeſne is one carucate, and four ſervants, and four villanes, and five bordars, | 
« four cottagers, with three ploughs. There are fifteen acres of meadow, and twenty 
s acres of paſture, and twenty. acres of wood. It was and is worth forty ſhillings.” 


The Erleighs were very ſoon after the Conqueſt poſſeſſed of this manor, and held it 

till the time of Henry VI. whea it was transferred by an heir female to the houſe of 

Lib. Domeſday. 4 
d. 
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St. Maur; and from them paſſed by a coheireſs to Robert Stawell, eſq; of the truſtees of 
whoſe deſcendant Ralph lord Stawell it was purchaſed in the beginning of this century 
by Mr. Portman, and it is now the property of Henry Seymour, eſq. 


To the eaſt of Durſton is the priory of BucklAN D- SoxoRUNM , founded about the year 
of our Lord 1167 by William de Erleigh, lord of the manor of Durſton, for the health 
of his own and his wife's ſoul, and for the ſouls of Henry II. and Eleanor his queen, 
for canons of the order of St. Auguſtin, Theſe canons having ſoon after their inſtitu- 
tion behaved themſelves in a very riotous and diforderly manner, particularly in killing 
their ſteward, who was a relation of William de Erleigh the founder; the King, by the 
conſent of the biſhop of Bath and Wells and the archbiſhop of- Canterbury, .in the life- 
time of this William, removed them to the priories of Taunton, Barlinch, Smithfield, 
and other monaſteries, and gave their houſe and lands to Garner de Neapoli, then prior 
of St. John's in England, for the endowment of a priory of ſiſters hoſpitallers for the 
benefit of the order of St. John, under a ſtipulation that ſiſters of that order ſhould 
never be received into any other of their houſes within the kingdom.” After which the - 


_ faid Garner called together the ſiſters from the ſeveral hoſpitals in England, and ap- 
pointed nine to be the firſt ſiſters at Buckland. 


It is to be obſerved, that all donations to the order of St. John were donations to 
the order in general, and that the ſeveral priors and preceptors throughout Chriſtendom 
were no more. than deputed brethren, who were to reſide in their reſpective priories or 
preceptories, and to account to the order in general for the overplus of the profits of 
the reſpective eſtates. In proceſs of time this method of accounts ceaſed ; and inſtead 
thereof each preceptory or commandery ſtood at a certain rent, which was in like 
manner (under the name of a reſponſion) paid to the general uſe of the order, that is, 
for the maintenance of hoſpitals for ſick and needy pilgrims to the holy ſepulchre, and 
(after the inſtitution became military) for carrying on a perpetual war againſt the infidels. 
The maintenance of theſe ſiſters was one of the expences allowed the preceptor of Buck- 
land in his accounts, and ſometime after was regulated by the prior of St. John' at 
thirty-eight marks eleven ſhillings and ſix-pence per annum. In all reſpects the ſiſters 
were looked on only as.ſervants; and as not capable of receiving or holding any thing but 
from the ſupreme powers of the order, even in donations expreſſively made in their own 
behalf. In the latter -end of the reigh of King John, Loretta counteſs of Leiceſter 


gave to St. Mary, and. to St. John the Baptiſt, and to the poor of the houſe of the 


hoſpital of Jeruſalem, for the ſupport of the ſiſters of Buckland, and for the mainte- 
nance of a prieſt in their houſe, to ſay maſs every day at the altar of the bleſſed Virgin 
Mary in the ſiſter's church at Buckland, for the health of her own ſoul, and Lord Robert 
her huſband, formerly Earl of. Leiceſter, and for the health of the ſouls of her father 
and mother, and all her predeceſſors and ſucceſſors, all her land of Noteſton and 
Pnefford, and ſixty-four acres of her demeſnes upon Ruwedone 3 and all her land of 
Ruveſcoke, Pele. Chorlecote, Tunecote, and Boteburne; a hundred acres of 
her demeſnes in Bremmeſmore, and her wood called Ancrewode, and one fur 
at Roicheye, with all appertenances in the manor of Touſtoke,* The profits of theſe 
* Man, Ang). $50. * Ibid, 438. 
| lands 
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lands Robert de Alneto, prior of St. John's, took to the general uſe, and, with the con- 
ſent of his chapter, appointed a ſtipend to be paid to ſuch a prieſt, and ordered that 
neither the ſaid prieſt, nor his ſucceſſors, ſnould be deputed to any other ſervice. In 
like manner King Henry IV. granted expreſſively to the prioreſs and ſiſters of Buck- 
land three load of coppice-· wood every week, to be taken out of his woods of Pether- 
ton,“ and ordered his bailiffs there to deliyer the ſame at the houſe at Buckland; but 
the ſaid prioreſs and ſiſters being incapable of taking ſuch a grant, on account of their 
obedientiary terms with the prior of the hoſpital of St. John of Jeruſalem, the patent 
was altered, and made to the prior of St. John's of Jeruſalem; and the wood was ac- 
cordingly received by the preceptor of Buckland, and delivered to the uſe of the ſiſters. 


Notice has already been taken, that the original inſtitution of the hoſpitallers was to 
take care of ſick and needy pilgrims to the holy ſepulchre; this inſtitution was before 
the holy war. Several devout perſons of both ſexes coming as pilgrims to Jeruſalem, 
reſolved to continue there on this charitable account, and ſubſiſted on ſuch ſupplies to 
themſelves and the pilgrims they took care of, as the. bounty of well-diſpoſed Chriſtians 
thought fit to ſend them. As their care was not confined to any particular ſect of 
Chriſtians, nor even to Chriſtians themſelves, they were protected while Jeruſalem was 
in the hands of the Saracens. After the Chriſtians were maſters of Jeruſalem, they be- 
came more known for the great helps they afforded to the ſick and wounded ſoldiers, . 
and had grants and donations both in money and lands, all over Chriſtendom ; by which 
means they were encouraged to form themſelves into a regular corporation, and ſoon 
after to erect that corporation into a military order, and to hire ſoldiers to fight under 
their banner, for the defence of the holy ſepulchre, and Chriſtianity. For it was never 
* known that they took part in quarrels between Chriſtians, till the time of the Albigenſes. 


The office of the ſiſters at Jeruſalem was to be nurſes to the ſick pilgrims; beſides 
whom, there were other charitable women, who, in ſeveral parts of Chriſtendom, made it 
their buſineſs to aſſiſt and take care of ſick and indigent people. The ſimilitude of 
their vocation was probably the inducement of their aſſuming the habit of the ſiſters of 
Jeruſalem, and probably made them chooſe to reſide in or near the preceptories of the 
hoſpitallers. Of ſuch of theſe the firſt nine ſiſters eſtabliſhed at Buckland were choſen. . 


The proviſion for theſe ſiſters was at firſt thirty- eight marks, to be allowed to the 
preceptor of Buckland in his yearly account of reſponſions; afterwards the fiſters be- 
came more independent, and upon ſome diſpute ariſing between the prioreſs and the 
preceptor, Roger de Vere prior of St. John's, being preſent at Buckland, ordained that 
for the future the prioreſs and convent ſhould have a ſteward of their own, who ſhould 
eat at the table of the preceptor, and a man-ſervant to be maintained with the precep- 
tor's ſervants. That the ſaid ſteward, at the three courts of Kinner/done, la Hele, and Hock- 
day, ſhould have five loaves of white bread, and his bottles* full of ale delivered him by 
the preceptor's.cellarer ; but that all his other expences ſhould be borne by the prioreſs 
and convent. That if the ſteward miſbehaved himſelf, the prioreſs might forbid him 
from intermeddling in the affairs of the convent, but was not to remove him without 


„pat. Allen. IV. p. 2. m. 28, * Coftrellor ſuos plenos cerviſæ. 
Vol. III. | O 22 the 
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tlie conſent of the prior. They were alſo to have a ſecular prieſt to ſay maſs for the ſoul 
of one of their deceaſed prioreſſes, and for the ſouls of all their founders and benefactors; 
which prieſt was to eat with the preceptor and his brethren; but an allowance to be 
made them of five marks for his diet and the diet, of the prieſt inſtituted by the Coun- 
 teſs of Leiceſter, as aforeſaid, and three ſhillings for the clerk of the chapel. 


The endowments of this priory, beſides thoſe mentioned of the Counteſs of Leiceſter, 
and King Henry IV. were the following, viz. 


William de Erleigh gave the church of Petherton, with all i its a chapels, and 
. appertenances, viz. the church of Chedzoy member thereof, with all the right the bre- 
thren of the hoſpital have or ought to have thereby in the church of Pawle!; the chapel 
of Huntworth; the chapel of Newton-Comitis; the chapel of Thurloxton ; the chapel of 
Sheer ſton ; ; the chapel of Newton-Repis; the church of Beckington, with all its apperte- 
Nances; the church of ' Kilmerſdon; - and the chur ch of Shirfton. 


Ralph, ſon of William de Briwere, gave the church of 7 olland. 


Alan Ruſſel gave the church of Donnington, in the dioceſe of Lincoln. 
Warren de Aula gave Budſcombe. 


© Aﬀcuil Muſard gave Chilcoms, Wiehanger, and Backe, 
Robert Arundel gave Halſe.* 


 Murielde Bohun gave forty folidate of land in Sherborne and Primeſley in Dorſetſhire. 


They had alſo the entire tithes of Broomfield and Durſton, and four marks per 
annum from the vicar of North-Petherton, which are ſtill paid to the crown. 


All theſe poſſeſſions, valued in 15 34 at 2231. 7s. 6d. were comprehended in the act of 

of parliament which diſſolved the priory of St. John's in England, 32 Henry VIII. 
Catherine Bowſer the laſt prioreſs, ſurrendered her houſe to the King Feb, 10, 1539, 
and had a penſion of gol. per annum, with a gratuity of 251. In 1553, there remained 
in charge $1. in fees, 121. 1 3s. 4d. in annuities; and the following penſions, viz. To Joan 
 Hylbere 41.; Thomaſine Huntyngdon 41.; Katherine Popham 41.; Anne Mawndefeld 


41; Joan Babyngton 41.; Elizabeth Grene Al.; Agnes Mathewe 4l.; and William 
* Mawndefley, clerk, 41.* 


Rachel Newton was prioreſs of this houſe in 1537, and Elizabeth Carey and Cathe- 
riae Nevil, ſiſters thereof, were living 1565, and married, the firſt to Thomas Speed, 
and the ſecond to the vicar of Ling. The liſters were generally people of diſtinction. 


1320, John de Werewell was preceptor of Buckland, and was appointed by the prior 
of St. John of Jeruſalem to be procurator and adminiſtrator of the eſtates belonging to 
that hoſpital in this dioceſe.” 1536, Richard Mareis was preceptor, and probably the 

_hfſt The W and his W north ſide of the | 
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great church, as appears by an account taken of the buildings at Buckland i in 1571, in 
which it is called the houſe of the lord prior's ſteward.“ 36 Henry VIII. this priory 
and manor, with lands belonging to it, were granted by the King to William Halley, 
eſq; whoſe deſcendant Lord Hawley ſold the manor to John Baker, eſq; receiver- 
general of the land- tax in this county, whoſe ſon Chriſtopher ſold it to George Parker, 
of Boringdon in the county of Devon, eſq; whoſe deſcendant John. Parker, created 
Baron Boringdon, of Boringdon in the county of Devon, * letters patent bearing date 
May 18, 1784, is the preſent owner. 


The living of Durſton is a curacy in the deanery of Bridgwater. The Rev. Thomas 
Exon is the preſent incumbent. The church is a ſmall building, with nothing re- 
markable. 9 Edw. III. the rectory of Durſton was rated at eight marks.” 


„ MS. Palmer. * Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. 
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ST. MICHAEL's, os MICHAELCHURCH. 


HIS little village, containing very few houſes, lies to the north of Durſton, and 
is entirely inſulated by the pariſh of North-Putkerton. | 


Michaeliscerce was in the Conqueror's time poſſeſſed by one 8 a menial attend- 
anton the King's houſhold. 


« The fame Anſger holds Mrcraziiscerxce. Alwi held it in the time of King 


« Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is one carucate. It ne 
and is now worth five ſhillings.”* 


In proceſs of time this land became incorporated with the. other poſſeſſions of the 
Erleighs, lords of Petherton and Durſton abovementioned, and from them it deſcended 


to the St. Maurs, Bampfyldes, and Stawells, and now belongs to Edward Seymour and 
John Slade, eſqrs. 


Henry de Erleigh, by his deed 9 Bs date, granted to the abbot * convent of 
Athelney, all his right in the patronage of the chapel of St. Michael's- church, with all his 
lands lying at Ridene, and other appertenances, to hold to the faid abbor and conyent, 
and their ſucceſſors in the ſaid monaſtery of Athelney, for ever.“ After its diſſolution, 
the rectory and the advowſon of this church, with divers lands and tenements in the 


village, were granted to William earl of Eſſex and his heirs.* The 9 is nor va- 
lued in the Lincoln taxation, eres. 


The living is a — in the deanery of Bridgwater, 7 he Rey. Simon —— is 
the Pen incumbentz” - 


Re Lib. Domeſday.” „ Regift, Abbat. poo F. ad vil. 544 
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The church is a ſmall ancient Gothick edifice, about fiſty feet long, having on the 
north fide a low clumſy tower, with a tiled roof of a pyramidical "Wikieg and containing 
one bell. Some of the family of Bacou, of Manſel-houſe, were interred here. 


JJ 


Is a conſiderable pariſh five miles northeaſt from Bridgwater, bounded on the north 

by Huntſpill, and on the ſouth by Bridgwater, and the river Parret, over which there 
is a paſſage to Combwich, two miles diſtant from the church. The ſituation is in a fine 
grazing country, bounded on the northeaſt and weſt by rich luxuriant marſhes. 


In the time of William the Conqueror it was poſſeſſed by Walter de Dowai lord of 
Bridgwater, Huntſpill, and other manors in this neighbourhood; and in the general 
ſurvey then taken it is thus ſet down: 


ce Rademer holds of Walter, PaveLET. Semar held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is one carucate, which is in demeſne, 


cc with one ſervant, and two bordars, and three cottagers, and * acres of meadow. It 
< was and 1s worth ten ſhillings,” 


From Walter de Dowai this land deſcended to the Paganels, Fitzhardings, . 
and Gournays. Robert de Gournay, by deed bearing date 16 Henry III. gave for the 
nealth of the ſoul of Maurice de Gaunt his uncle, and for the health of his own ſoul, 
and the ſouls of all his anceſtors and ſucceſſors, this manor of Pawlet, with all its ap- 


pertenances in demeſnes, villenages, homages of freemen, ſervices, mills, liberties, and 
free- cuſtoms, to the hoſpital of Gaunts or Billeſwyke in Briſtol, founded by the ſaid 


Maurice de Gaunt, for the maintenance and ſupport of one hundred poor people every 
day. From the circumſtance of which donation theſe lands aſſumed the appellation 
of the manor of Pawlet-Gaunts, and they continued in the poſſeſſion of the hoſpital till 
its ſuppreſſion by Henry VIII. when coming to the crown, they were granted* to Richard 
Cowper, of Rockbourne in the county of Southampton, eſq; anceſtor of the Earl of 
Shafteſbury, the preſent lord of the manor of Pawlet. - 


The ſaid Richard Cowper, or Cooper, had a few years before this grant purchaſed 
the other part of Pawlet, of Sir Amias Pawlet, knt.“ to whoſe progenitors this place 
had given name (this being their .moſt ancient habitation in this county*) and from 
whom iſſued ſo many flouriſhing branches. Of this family we have already ſpoken in 
the account of Hinton-St.-George, in the hundred of Crewkerne, the manor and reſi- 
dence of the preſent Earl of this name. Their eſtate here was held of the manor of 
Horſey by the ſervice of the fourth part of a knight's fee. 


* Lib. „ d Mon, 1 ü. 455. © Pat. 32 Hen, VIII. p. 2. 
* Collins's Peerage, iti, 3944 el. Itin. vi, 11. f Vol. ii. 265, * Lib. Feod. 
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Northward from Pawlet is the hamlet of STRETCHILL, which was another manor of 
Walſcin or Walter de Dowai, and divided into two portions, as appears by the ge- 
neral ſurvey: 

« Walſcin holds STRAC ELLE, and Renewald of him. Leuegar held it in the time 
« of King Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is two carucates. In de- 
ce meſne is one carucate, with one ſervant, and three cottagers, and ten acres of meadow. 


« It was and is worth fifty ſhillings. 


« Renewald holds of Walter, SrRAC ELLE. Edwold held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is one carucate. In demeſne are 
cc two carucates, and two ſervants, and one villane, and two cottagers, with one plough 
„ and a half. There are ten acres of meadow. It is worth fifty ſhillings.” 


49 Henry III. Anaſtaſia, the widow of Walter Croc, (who ſometime held this manor 
from the crown) gave to Sir Thomas Trivet, of Durborough, all her lands and tene- 
ments in Eſtrecholte, which ſhe had by the grant of William Fitz-Ernulph her father; 
likewiſe all her lands at Vyre, and two new houſes in Pawlet, one occupied by William 
de Paulet, and given to her by Ralph de Horſi; and the other held of her for the term 
of ſix years by Maud de Lupel, together with thirty acres of meadow in le Brode 
Merſcbe, and common paſture in Ja Rughe Merſche, and her woods at Sillewode and 
Martinſeye, and all her lands in Poulet, purchaſed by William Fitz-Ernulph her father 
of Sir Ralph de Horſi, and two meſſuages with appertenances in Honęſpulle, purchaſed of 
Simon de Bradenei; and her land in Wyre, and four meſſuages, fifty-ſix acres of mea- 
dow, and twenty ſhillings rent in the ſame pariſh, held by her of the grant of Robert 
de Wyre; as alſo a meſſuage in Ham, and certain lands there granted her by Gefferey 
de Paulet and Emma his wife; and part of her land in Langelond, lying on the ſouth 
ſide of the land of William de Paulet. Moreover ſhe grants to the ſaid Sir Thomas 
Trivet, the ſervices of Robert de Brent, Adam de Pureton, Hugh de la Mare, William 
de Poulet, Adam le Gouyze, William le Medour, John Buſchell, Hugh de Schapwich, 
William de Bray, Emma de Wanton, Simon de Wanton, Maud de Lupell, John Croc, 
Ralph le Rule, Robert le Viſche; and all other ſervices which the ſaid Anaſtaſia had, 
or ought to have in Poulet, Eſtrecholte, Honiſpulle, Wyre, Horſi, and Periton. The 
witneſſes to this grant were Sir Ralph de Columbers, Sir William Trivet, Sir Ralph de 
Bray, knts. Adam de Periton, William de Vernai, William de Poulet, Gefferey his ſon, 
Ralph Ruſſel, Robert de Coker, William Ruſſel of Bernardſworth, Peter Trivet, 
William de Storke, Adam the chaplain, and divers others. 


On the ſouth ſide of Pawlet is W aLPoLE, which by the name of Wallepille is ſurveyed 
next after Stragelle, as another parcel of the poſſeſſions of Walter de Dowai. 


© Rademer holds of Walter, WaLLzPiLLE. Edward held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for three virgates of land. The arable is one carucate, which is 


« in demeſne, and one villane, and three Mg, with half a plough. It was andis' 
cc worth twenty ſhillings.” 


Lib. Domeſday. i Cart. Antiq. Lib. Domeſday. 1 
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5 The church of Pawlet, valued in 1292 at fifteen marks, was appropriated to St. 
Auguſtin's-abbey in Briſtol, and the abbot and convent preſented to the vicarage, which 
by an ordination of the biſhop, conſiſted in all oblations, and ſmall tithes, and tithe of 
mills, and tithe of the abbot and convent demeſnes, viz. of corn and hay of the de- 
meſne which they had in the year 1239, and in tithes of hay purchaſed or to be pur- 
chaſed; and in the tithe of fix acres given them by Hugh Trivet; and in four acres 
and a half of meadow in the Old Moor, and in one acre of meadow near Horſeacre, and 
beſides, in two acres of meadow which the officiating prieſt had heretofore, and in one 
acre of arable land on which the vicarage-houſe was built. Out of which the vicar was 
to pay yearly in behalf of the ſaid monaſtery one mark of ſilver to the liſters of Buck- 
land; and to be anſwerable to the archdeacon of Wells for his procurations, and a 
| os donation of twelve pence, and to pay to the church of Pereton an offering at Eaſter of 


1 5 fifteen pence; and to fuſtain all other proportionable * of the ſaid church as well 
| The gift of the living, which denominates a deanery, is in the crown. The Rev, 
U | William Corniſh is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt, and is compoſed of a nave, chancel, 
and croſs aile; at the weſt end ſtands a tower, containing a clock and five bells. 


1 Taxat, Spiritual, ® Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. 


* . 
1 - 
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IES fox miles to the ſouthweſt of Bridgwater, in a woody and -well-cultivated 
country; the pariſh contains twenty-five houſes, moſt of which gre ſmall farms 

near the church; the lands very good, and moſtly in tillage. There are two gentlemen's 

ſeats, one the reſidence of John Croſs, eſq; adjoining the church-yard, a ſmall ſtone 


houſe with neat gardens; the other is Zever/Yown, a large ſtone * the Py 
of William Harriſon, eſq. 


This place is not mentioned in the be 8 ey and is only diſtinguiſhed in 
antiquity for having given name to a family who reſided here, and held their lands of 
the honour of Dunſter-Caſtle. Philip de Thorlakeſton was living here 18 Edw. I. 
and held lands in Thorlakeſton of Sir John de Mohun, who held the ſame of the King.“ 
One of this family gave either the manor, or conſiderable territory in this village, to the 
monks of Taunton, who are certified by the inquiſitions and books of knights' fees to 
hold the manor and the advowſon of the church of Thurloxton, with divers lands and 
renements in this pariſh, of the caſtle of Dunſter, by the ſervice of one knight” 8 fee," 
Their eſtate here was in 1293 valued at ſeventy ſhillings and eight-pence.* * Aſtet the 
. diſſolution of the Priory, this manor, continuing ſometime in the crown, was granted, 
* 7 * Lib. Feod. » Ibid, et a2. Tat. Temporal. 
| 3 | together 
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together with the advowſon of the church, and lands and appertenances, to William 
Babington and his heirs,* who 6 Eliz. ſold the fame to Henry Portman, in whoſe de- - 
ſcendant Henry William Portman, eſq; it is now veſted. PI * 


Beſides the church, which was appropriatedFto the priory of Taunton, there was © 
chapel in Thurloxton, which was given by Willam de erer irg to the canons of 
Buckland. 2 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Bridgwater; the patronage is appenggnt to 
- the manor; and the Rev. Charles Ruſſel is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Giles; it is a ſthall building of one pace, covered with 
blue tile, with a tower containing four bells. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are erght, the burials five, on an average annually 
« Pat. 3 & 4 Ph. & Mary, p. fo. | „Men, Angi. k. 551. 


18 village, lying to the northweſt of Bridgwater, was in the Conqueror's time 
parcel of the revenues of the church of Bath, and was recorded as follows: 


« Walter [probably Walter de Dowai] holds of the church, Wimzpons. A thane 
< held it of the church in the time of King Edward, and gelded for three hides. The 
cc arable is four carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, and two ſervants, and ſeven 
« cottagers, with one plough. There is a mill of five ſhillings rent, and ten acres of 

* meadow, and ten acres of paſture. It was and is worth ſixty ſhillings. 


The manor was afterwards alienated from the church, and held by the families of 
Teſtard, Hody, and Mychell or Mitchell; and in the time of Henry VII. Thomas 
Mychell poſſeſſed half a knight's fee here, formerly held by the heirs of Robert Teſtard.* 


There are two other manors in this pariſh, called from their reſpective owners, 
Puk or Perry-FuRNEavux, and PurRy-FiTCHET, of both which families mention has 
already been made in other places. The former of theſe manors is now the property 
of Sir William Oglander, bart.; the latter of John Cridland, eſq. As there are four 
Peris in the Norman record, theſe places may not fo eaſily be diſtinguiſhed therein, or 
the paſſages ſo readily applied. 


A. D. 1284, the church of St. George at Wembdon was appropriated by Robert b 
Burnel biſhop of Bath and Wells to the hoſpital of St. John the Baptiſt at Bridgwater ;* 
and in 1304 a vicarage was ordained by Biſhop Walter Haſelſhaw ; by which ordin * 


tion it was ſet forth that Richard de Bridport, the then vicar, and his ſucceſſors, ſho 


* Lib, Domeſday. V» Lib. Feod. Mon. Angl. ü. 432. 
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have a houſe, with garden, curtillage, and all other appertenances, and three acres and 
a half of arable land, and four acres of meadow, of old time allotted to the vicarage of 
the church of Wembdon; as alſo all oblations, viſitations of the ſick, all legacies, 
trentals, maſs-pence, with anniverſary bequeſts, and confeſſional pence, and alſo all the 
wax accruing to the church of Wembdon. Alſo the tithes of lambs and wool, and all 
other ſmall tithes whatſoever. The vicar and his ſucceſſors were to receive from the 
maſter and brethren of the hoſpital two quarters of wheat of good quality, two quarters 
of barley, two quarters of oats, and half a quarter of beans, and to give holy water to 
the officiating clerks. The maſter and brethren of the hoſpital, as rectors of the church, 


to have all the meadow and arable land of the demeſne belonging thereto, excepting 


three acres and a half of arable, and four acres of meadow aſſigned to the vicar as afore- 
ſaid, as alſo the tithe of ſheaf and hay of the whole pariſh of Wembdon as uſual, and 
to ſuſtain all ordinary burdens, and of extraordinary charges two parts, and the vicar one 
third.“ This ordination was confirmed by Biſhop John Drokensford.* 


Of this vicarage the Rev. Lancelot St. Albyn is the preſent incumbent. 


The church ſtands in the deanery of Bridgwater, and, as appears by the foregoing 
extract, is dedicated to St. George. A. D. 1464, it having been repreſented to the 
biſhop that there was, within the bounds and limits of the pariſh church of Wembdon, a 
certain well, commonly called St. John's well, to which an immenſe concourſe of people 


had within a few days paſt, and not before reſorted, and had there made oblations to 


the honour of Gop, the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and St. John the Baptiſt; and that many 
who had for years laboured under various bodily diſeaſes, and had found no benefit 
from phyſick and phyſicians, were by the uſe of theſe waters (after paying their due 
offerings) reſtored to their priſtine health; the ſaid biſhop iſſued a mandate to Maſter 
Robert Hurſt, canon of Wells, his commiſſary-general, and Thomas Overay, LL. B. 
to make inquiry into the particulars of this miraculous ſpring, and to report the 


Chriſtian and ſurnames of the perſons who had been cured by theſe waters, the places 
of their habiration, the ſymptoms of their quondam complaints, how long they had la- 


boured under them, and in what manner they found themſelves relieved.” What the 
effect of this mandate was, does not appear. Fountains were certainly in the earlieſt 


ages ſuperſtitiouſly frequented, and loaded with unuſual honours by our good fore- 


fathers; but the monkiſh traders in religion were perhaps the firſt claſs of people that 


ever diverted their ſtreams into a pecuniary current. 


A chantry was founded in this church by Matthias the ſon of Robert de Cocre, 
19 Edw. II.“ 


© Excerpt, e Regiſt. Wellen. *Tbid. —* Wilkinfi Concil. tom. iti. p. 596. 
r Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. 
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THE HUNDRE D 
or 
SOUTH-PETHERTON. 


S ſo denominated in regard of its ſoutherly ſituation on the river Parret, and is 


divided into three parts; the firſt of which, lying on the ſouthweſt fide of the 


hundred of Martock, contains the town of South-Petherton, and five other pa- 
riſhes; the ſecond part, which is ſevered from the former by a narrow tract 
of the hundred of Tintinhull, compriſes ſeven pariſhes; and the laſt, which borders. 
upon Devonſhire, has in it only one. 


This hundred was always a parcel of the manor of its name, and was firſt held by 
the crown, afterwards by the Lords Daubeny, and is now veſted in Lord Arundel. 


— —— — 


— 


SOUTH-ePETHER TT ON. 


NCIENTLY called Pednedan, from the river Pedred or Parret, is the firſt con- 
ſiderable pariſh which that ſtream formerly traverſed in its way from South- 
Parret in Dorſetſhire (where it riſes) to the ſea. It paſſes here under a ſtone bridge 
of three arches a mile ſouthward from the church, in the turnpike-road from Ilminſter 


to Yeovil, and at the interſection of the Roman foſſe road-coming from Ilcheſter. This. 


bridge was formerly of wood, which being become ruinous, and two children. having, 

been drowned in the river near it, the parents of thoſe children rebuilt it of ftone, and 

A. P. 681, Baldred king of Kent gave the fiſhery of the Petride to Hemgilſus abbot of Glaſtonbury. Gul. 
.So. | 
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cauſed their little infant effigies to be placed thereon by way of commemorating the 
circumſtance.” In a field near this bridge a large pot full of Roman coins, to the quantity 
of ſix pecks, was dug up about the year 17 20. And near Failer's-Mill, in the ſame 
neighbourhood, in the tithing of Southarp, a little below the ſurface of the ground, are 
the remains of Roman buildings; which the common people, from the name, ſuppoſe 


to be the foundations of an old priſon. In this ſpot alſo coins, fragments of urns, pa- 


teræ, and pieces of terras, have been diſcovered. 
This pariſh is divided into the following tithings, viz. 


1. The Town-T1Tainc, conſiſting principally of three irregular ſtreets about the 
church, A market is held here on the Thurſday, and there is a fair for cattle and 
pedlary on the fifth day of July. There was formerly a large market-hall and croſs 
here, both which, with ſeveral houſes, were deſtrayed 1 in the laſt century; and inſtead 
of a large manufacture of cloth, there ſtill remains a conſiderable one of dowlas. 


2. SouTHARP-T1THING, which lies ſoutheaſtward from the church, and in | ſome 
ancient records is called Southington, alias Southapbrigg. 


3. Ovsr-STRATTON, lying ſouthward, and. deriving | its name from the old: * 
ſtreet the Foſſe, on which it is ſituated. 
4. CoMPTON-DURVILLE, northweſt. 


It need not be argued that South-Petherton and its vicinity were known to the Roman 
people, as it lies ſo near to one of their principal roads, and as their reliques have here 


been ſo frequently diſcovered. The names of the places where theſe have principally 


emerged to view, are, JaiLER'S-BRIDGE, before-mentioned; WATERGORE, a hamlet 


This event eee en Elegy: 


Seeſt thou yon limpid current glide _ 'The other ſaw, and from the land— 
Beneath yon bridge, my hapleſs theme, (While nature imag d ſtrange diſtreſs) 
Where brambles fringe its verdant fide, Stretch'd o'er the brink his little hand, 


And willows tremble o'er the ſtream ? | The fruitleſs ſignal of redreſs. 


From PETHERTON it takes its name, The offer'd pledge, without delay, 
From whence two ſmiling infants ſtray d, The ſtruggling victim roſe and caught; 


Led by the ſtream they hither came, But ah !—in vain—their fatal way 
And on the flow'ry.margin play'd. They both deſcended, ſwift as thought. 
Sweet victims! muſt your ſhort-liv'd day Short was the wave-oppreſlive ſpace, 
So ſoon extinguiſh in the wave; Convuls'd with pains too ſharp to bear: 
And point the ſetting ſun his.way, Their lives diſſolv'd in one embrace, 
That glimmer'd o'er your wat'ry grave! Their mingled fouls flew up in air, 
As each, by childiſh fancy led, . Lo! there, yon time-worn ſculpture ſhews 
Cropt the broad daiſies as they ſprung ; The ſad, the melancholy truth; 
Lay fretch'd along the verdant bed, What pangs the tortur'd parent knows, 
And ſweetly ply'd the liſping tongue ; What ſnares await defenceleſs youth 
Lo! from the ſpray-deſerted ſteep Here, not to ſympathy unknown, 
Where either way the twigs divide ; Full oft the ſad Muſe, wand ring near, 
The one roll'd headlong to the deep, l- Bends filent o'er the moſly ſtone, 
And plung'd beneath the cloſing tide. And wets it with a willing tear. 
3 * Stukely's Itin, Cioſ. i. 156, | 
| ſouthward 
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ſouthward of the town, where a Roman pavement was diſcovered in 1673; and Wio- 
BOROUGH, Which is ſuppoſed to have been a Roman town, not only from its name, but 
from the extenſive foundations of buildings which have been traced by curious ob- 
ſervers. We have no Roman name for either. When that people relinquiſhed this 
country, South-Petherton became the poſſeſſion and the feat of the Saxon Kings, Ina 
had a palace here. The inhabitants ſhew an old houſe near the church, with ancient 
windows and armorial ſhields, which ſtill bears that prince's name, but which in reality 
was the erection of more modern times, and the old palace muſt long ago have been 
level with the ground. King Athelſtan is reported to have kept his feaſt at Pedredan, 
and the poſſeſſion of this place was thought an object of importance b all his ſucceſſors 
till after the Norman Conqueſt. The extent and value of this in thoſe days, 
will appear from the following record: 


« The King holds SupezrxeT. King Edward held it. It never gelded, nor are the 
« number of hides known. The arable is twenty-eight carucates. In demeſne are two 
« earucates, and five ſervants, and twenty-two coliberts, and ſixty- three villanes, and 
« fifteen cottagers, with twenty-ſix ploughs. There is a mill rendering twenty ſhil- 
ce lings, and fifty acres of meadow. Wood eleven furlongs long, and ten furlongs broad. 
« It yields forty- two pounds and one hundred pence of twenty to the ore. 


* Of this manor Merleſuain held two hides in STRaTons [Over-Stratton] in the 
c time of King Edward, and it was thane-land. It now pays ſixty ſhillings to the 
tt King's farm. 

te From the ſame manor is taken away half a hide. Norman holds it of Roger de 
te Curcelle, and it is worth ſixteen ſhillings. 


To this manor was paid in the time of King Edward from Cruche [Crewkerne] 
te an annual cuſtomary rent, that is, ſix ſheep with as many lambs, and from every free- 
man a blome of iron. Turſtin holds it of Earl Morton, but the cuſtom was diſuſed 
« after the Earl became ſeized of the land. 


This large and valuable manor was not immediately parted from the crown, but, ex- 
cluſive of a few portions of land ſeparated therefrom, was held by the Kings of England 
for a conſiderable ſucceſſion, till at length it became the property of the family of De 
Albaniaco, Albini, D*Albini, or Daubeney. 


The firſt of this great family was Robert de Todenei, a noble Norman, who came 
into this country in the retinue of King William the Conqueror, and had Belvoir-caſtle 
in Leiceſterſhire for the chief ſeat of his barony; in which and his other poſſeſſions he 
was ſucceeded by William his ſon and heir. Which William, for ſome unknown. 
reaſon, adopted a different ſurname from that of his father, being called in all ancient 
evidences William de Albani, with the addition of Brito. Under this name he ſerved 
as a principal commander in the army of Henty I. and in the time of King Stephen he 
was a juſtice itinerant in conjunction with Richard Baſſet. 


Ralph de Albini, a younger ſon of this William, was progenitor of the family of this. 
place, who bare the name of De Albini for ſome time, and afterwards that of Daubini. 


Lib. Domeſday, 
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12 Henry II. chis Ralph held fifteen knights“ fees of his brother William de Albini,“ 
and 28 Henry II. gave two hundred marks for licence to marry the mother of Everard 
de Roſs. He died in the Holy Land 3 Ric. I. and was ſucceeded by Philip De Albini. 


Which Philip, in the time of King John, was governor of the caſtles of Ludlow and 
Bridgnorth, and 3 Henry III. was appointed governor of Devizes- caſtle, and keeper of 
the foreſts of Melkſham and Chippenham in the county of Wilts. Upon the collec- 
tion of the ſcutage of Montgomery 8 Henry III. he anſwered for ſeven knights fees 
-and a half in this county.* He died in Paleſtine 20 Henry III. leaving Ralph de Albini 
his nepkew heir to his eſtates. This Ralph died 20 Edw. I. ſeized of the manors of 
South-Petherton, Barrington, and Chillington, all within this hundred, and held of the 
King by knight's ſervice," leaving iſſue two ſons, Philip and Elias de Albani, of whom 


the elder, Philip, dying two years after without iſſue male, the eſtate became the inheri- 
tance of Elias de Albani the younger ſon. 


Which Elias was ſummoned to parliament among the barons 23, 24, 25, 28, 30, 
32, and 33 Edw. I. in which laſt year he died, ſeized of this manor of South-Petherton, 
in which were then ſound to be the following free tenants among others: William de 
Wiggebere held one meſſuage and one yard-land in Eaft-Stratton. Richard de Abindon 
and Maud his wife held one meſſuage and one carucate of land in Little-Lopen ; and 
one meſſuage and one yard-land at Drayton ; ; and one meſſuage and three furlongs of 
land in South-Petherton. William Weylond and Elizabeth his wife held in Haſſekmore 
one meſſuage and two yard-lands. Free tenants for life, among others, were, Hugh 
Hudde and Alice his wife, who held two parts of a meſſuage and one yard-land at 
Little-Stratton, and two parts of a meſſuage and one yard-land at More; and two parts 
of a meſſuage, and half a yard-land at South-Petherton; and two parts and one furlong 
of land at La Worthe. The record here certifies that Barrington, Chillington, and 
Bruges, (or Bridge) were hamlets of the ſaid manor of South-Petherton.“ 


To this Elias ſucceeded Ralph his ſon and heir, whoſe name in moſt publick docu- 
ments is written D'Aubeney. Which Ralph 20 Edw. II. was one of the knights of 
the Bath, and 16 Edw. III. had ſummons to parliament. He married to his firſt wife 
Catherine the ſiſter of Thomas de Thwenge; by whom he had iſſue one only daughter, 
married to Sir William Botreaux, knt. His ſecond wife was Alice daughter of Lord 
Montacute, by whom he had iſſue Sir Giles D*Aubeney, knt. his ſon and heir. 


Which Sir Giles D*Aubeney held at his death 4 Henry IV. the manor of South- 
Petherton, with the hamlets: of Barrington, Donyat, Chillington, and Southarp, with 
the members and parcels belonging to the ſaid manor, together with the hundred of 


South-Petherton, parcel of the ſame, of the King in capite by the ſervice of one knight 8 
fee, and left iſſue John his ſon and heir.” 


To which John, who did not long ſurvive bjs father, * 11 Henry IV. ſucceeded | 
another Sir Giles Daubeney, his ſon and heir, who 10 Henry VI. was ſheriff of the 
* Lib. Rub, ser. * Rot, Pip. 28 Hen. II. Rot. Pip. 8 Hen. III. d Eſc, 1 Ibid, 
id. | Ibid, „ Ibid, | mt 
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counties of Bedford and Bucks; and by his will, bearing date March 3, 1444, bequeathed 
his body to be buried in the chapel of our Lady within the church of St. Peter and Paul 
at South-Petherton, before the altar there; and appointed that a prieſt ſhould ſing for 
the ſpace of three years in the ſaid cHapel for his own ſoul, and the ſouls of Joan his 
wife, and of William Daubeney, whoſe bones were there depoſited.” Soon after which 
he died, and William his ſon and heir, doing his homage, had livery of his lands. 


This William ſeems to have been altogether reſident at South- Petherton, n 
moſt of his deeds are dated, and for which place he obtained of King Henry VI. a fair 
to be held yearly on the eve, day, and morrow after the nativity of St. John the Baptiſt, 
and the three days next enſuing,” He was ſucceeded by 


Giles Lord Daubeney, his ſon and heir, one of the moſt eminent perſons of his dare, 
being one of the eſquires for the body to King Edw. LV. from whom, in conſideration 
of his ſervices, he had a grant for life of the cuſtody of the King's park at North- 
Petherton. After the battle of Boſworth-Field he was made one of Henry VIIch's 
chief counſellors, conſtable of Briſtol caſtle, maſter of the mint, and the ſame year was 
advanced to the dignity of a baron of the realm. 3 Henry VIII. he was conſtituted 
one of the chamberlains of the King's exchequer; and the next year was governor of 
Calais. 7 Henry VII. he was employed as embaſſador for making a treaty with the 
French. 9 Henry VII. he was made juſtice itinerant of all the King's foreſts on the 
ſouth of Trent, and the following year was appointed lord-chamberlain of the King's 
houſhold. 13 Henry VII. he commanded the army againſt the forces near Taunton, 
which had been landed in Cornwall on the behalf of Perkin Warbeck, where they 

were totally defeated. 19 Henry VII. he was made conſtable of Bridgwater-caftle. 
By his teſtament bearing date May 19, 1507, he bequeathed his body to be buried in 
St. Peter's-abbey at Weſtminſter, and appointed that his feoffees ſhould ſtand ſeized of 
the manors of Winterſlow in Wilts, and Crichel-Gouis in Dorſet, of the yearly value 
of 261. 13s. 4d. to the intent that with the iſſues of the ſame three prieſts ſhould per- 
petually be maintained to ſing for his foul, and the ſouls of his father and mother, viz. 
two in the church where he was to be buried, and the third in the pariſh church of 
South-Petherton, where divers of his anceſtors lay interred, each of them to have for 
| his ſalary ten marks ſterling. He died May 28th following, leaving by Elizabeth his 
wife, daughter of Sir John Arundel of Lanherne in the county of Cornwall, knt. one 
ſon Henry, and a daughter Cecily, married to John Bourchier lord Fitzwarren, after- 
wards Earl of Bath. 


Which Henry lord Daubeney 6 Henry VIII. had a ſpecial livery of all his father's 
lands, and 19 July 30 Henry VIII. was created by that King Earl of Bridgwater. 


Which Henry earl of Bridgwater conveyed the manor and hundred of South- 
Petherton to Sir Thomas Arundel, knt. from whom is deſcended Henry lord Arundel, 
of Wardour-caftle in the county of Wilts, the preſent poſſeſſor. , 


The manor of SouTHAry is the property of Mrs. Child, relict of Robert Child, eſq; 
late an eminent banker in London. 


» Dugd, Zar. i. 117. © Rot. Fin. 24 Hen. VI. m. 13. * Cart, 25 Hen, VI. n. * 11 
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' Herz-Hovsz manor in the town-tithing belongs to Henry Stephens, of Saliſbury, eq. 


CoMpToNn-DuRVILLE was anciently a manor held of the lords of Petherton by the 
family of Durville, who gave it its name. 3 Edw. III. Euſtace de Durville being 
attainted, this manor was granted by the King to Henry Wytheley, eſq.* In the time 


of Ric. II. Nicholas ford Burnel was owner of Compton-Durville, and afterwards 


the Hodys. 


Wrozorouc lies within the tithing of Southarp, and was anciently written JVinthe- 
berie, being at the Conqueſt the eſtate of one John, the King's porter or door-keeper ; 
the Norman record deſcribes this land as follows: 


« John himſelf holds Wixncaeszris. Alward held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for two hides. The arable is one carucate and a half, and there are with 
ce it two villanes, and three cottagers. There are eight acres of meadow. It was 
4 formerly worth twenty ſhillings, now thirty ſhillings.” 


The deſcendants of this John ſeated themſelves at this place, and aſſumed the name 
of De Wiggebere; and as in the time of William the Conqueror this manor had been held 
by the King's porter; ſo the ſame office or ſerjeanty of keeping the door of the King's 
hall or chamber was preſerved in the perſons of its future poſſeſſors. In the time of 
Henry III. Richard de Wiggebere was owner of the manor of Wigborough, and lands 
in Pegenes which Elena his mother ſometime held in dower by the ſervice abovemen- 
tioned, and the rent of forty ſhillings per annum payable to the King yearly by the 
hands of the ſheriff at the feaſt of St. Michael. He died 55 Henry III. leaving iſſue 
William de Wiggebere his fon and heir, who had livery of his lands that fame. year.“ 

This William, who as well as his father was a knight, died about 18 Edw. II. and was 


| ſucceeded in the poſſeſſion of this and his other eſtates by. Sir Richard de Wiggebere 


his brother and heir, the ſecond of that name. Which Sir Richard 18 Edw. II. had 
livery of the manor of Wigborough, and the hamlets of Pegens and Hunſtile, all which 
he held of the King by the ſervice of keeping the door of the King's hall or chamber.* 
He died 1 Edw. III. leaving iſſue an only daughter and heir, Mary, married to Sir 
Richard Cogan, of Huntſpill, knt. who thus became poſſeſſed of this manor, which de- 
ſcended from him to Sir William Cogan, knt. and paſſed by his coheireſs to Sir Fulke 
Fitzwarren. From him it came to the family of Bourchier lords Fitzwarren. Fulke 
Bourchier lord Fitzwarren, by his deed bearing date May 10, 15 Edw. IV. enfeoffed 


John lord Dinham and others in his manor of Wigborough and in other lands and 


eſtates, in truſt for the uſe of his two daughters Jane and Elizabeth, appointing each of 
nem to have one thouſand marks out of the profits of the ſaid manor and lands to- 
wards their preferment in marriage. After which the manor came to Sir Richard 
Hankford, knt. and after his death, ꝙ Henry VI. was divided betwixt his daughters, of 
whom Elizabeth held a moiety thereof 12 Henry VI. and left it to her ſiſter Thomaſia.* 

But in the ſucceeding reign of Edw. IV. the manor of Wigborough reverted to the 
Bourchiers, and by the inquiſition taken after the deceaſe of Fulke Bourchier lord 


« Cart. Antiqg. Be,  * Lib. Domeſday, EE. Kot. Pip. 55 Hen. HI. 
* Rot. Pip. 18 Ed, II. „See vol. ti. p. 391. * Rot. Claus. 15 Ed. IV. Y Eſc. 
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Fitzwarren 19 Edw. IV. it appears that he held this manor of Wigborough, and alſo 
the-manors of Fluntſpill, Novington, Hunſtile, and Norton-Fitzwarren, with lands in 
Pitney and Taunton, in all which he was ſucceeded by John his fon and heir.“ 
36 Henry VIII. John Bourchier earl of Bath ſold this manor with its appertenances 
to John Selwood, who the year following conveyed the ſame in like manner to John 
Broome and his heirs.. Which John Broome 23 Eliz. is certified to hold the manor 
of Wigborough, with its appertenances and lands in South-Petherton, of the King in 
chief by the ſervice of keeping the door of the King's chamber.“ Infomuch that we 
ſee the ſame ſerjeanty of being the King's porter continued down from the time of 
William the Conqueror to that of Queen Elizabeth, in the ſeveral occupiers of this 
manor, which became afterwards the property of the family of Hele, and now belongs 
to Robert Hillard, eſq. The manor-houſe, now ſtanding, was built in the year 1585, 


In the ſame tithing of Southarp is Baives-Farm, anciently called Bruges, which 
was lately the ſeat of William Oſtler, eſq; now of John Eaſton, eſq. 


ce Alviet the-prieſt holds of the King one hide in Supyexztoxe. The arable is one 
ce carucate, and there is on it one cottager and one ſervant, There aye OP: Acres * 


* meadow. It is worth twenty ſhillings. 


In 1292 the rectory of South- Petherton was valued at 5 31. 6s. 8d. the vicarage at 
ten marks. It was appropriated to the priory of Brewton,* and after the ſuppreſſion 
of that houſe was given by King Henry VIII. to the cathedral of Briſtol. The dean 
and chapter are the patrons, and the Rev. Dr. Robins is the preſent incumbent. 


Of the ſeveral chantries or ſervices tun led in the church of South-Petherton, the 
principal one, and which was moſt richly endowed, was the chantry of St. John the 
Baptiſt, of the advowſon of which the lords of the manor were always patrons." After 
its diſſolution, Edward Napier of Halywell, ſometime fellow of All-Souls College in 
the univerſity of Oxford, gave by his will, bearing date Aug. 8, 1558, all his lands in 
this pariſh, lately belonging to this chantry, to the ſaid college of All-Souls to keep his 
obit. In 1553, William Dyer, incumbent of a ſervice here, had a penſion of 5l.* 


The church ſtands on a little eminence nearly. in the centre of the town, and is dedi- 
cated to St. Peter and St. Paul. It is a large ſtructure, built in the form of a croſs, 
having two {ide ailes, and a north and ſouth tranſept, with an octangular tower at their 
interſection, crowned with a ſpire covered with lead, and containing a clock, chimes, 
and fix muſical bells. Behind the altar is a oa whi formerly a con- 
feſſional, having two doors to enter into it. | 


Upon a flat ſtone in the ſouth tranſept there was wot n 
the portraiture of a female, and this inſcription: 
Eſe. Licence to alienate. Efe. * Lib. Domeſday, Taxat. Spiritual. 


William Gilbert prior of Brew ton, and ſuffragan biſhop to Cardinal Wolſey, was ſometime incumbent of this 
vicarage, to which he was inſtituted Dec. 16, 1525. 


» Eſc, | Wood's Hiſt. of Oxford, 264. + Willis's Hig. of Abbies, 203. 
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git jacet Dña Maria D'Aubeney uxor Egidij D'Aubeney militis, quon- 
dam filia Simonis Leeke, armigeri, com, Notinghamiae, quae ohijt 17* 


menſis Februarii, Anno Domini 1442. 


In the ſame tranſept is a fine tomb of Sienna marble, having thereon the effigies in 
braſs of a man and woman, with this inſcription at their feet: 
| _ «« Sis teſtis Xte qd non jacet hic lapis iſte, 
Coxpus ut ornetur, ſet ſpiritus ut memoretur. 
Quisquis eris qui tranſieris, ſa, perlege, plora : 
Sum qd eris, fueramq' qd es, pro me precor ora. 
This tomb is aſcribed to the Earl of Bridgwater. 


Againſt the eaſt/wall is an old ſtone monument, with ſeveral figures kneeling, to the 
memory of Henry Compton and his wife. Arms, Sable, three cloſe helmets, argent. 


Another ſtone tomb, covered with black marble, commemorates Thomas Hele, of 
Fleet i in the county of Devon, eſq; who died Nov. 13, 1665. 


Among ſeveral handſome memorials to the families of Ayſhe and hand in the 
north tranſept, which now belongs to Henry Stephens, eſq; is the following: 


_ « Memoriæ æternæ Jacobi Ayſhe, generoſi, qui cum ad 28 pie viriſſet annum, in 
D placide obdormivit Maj 5, 1626. 


& Dormit in hoc tumulo corpus; ſed ſpiritus alte 
S. candit, et ad cœlum gratia pandit iter. 
Non dedit in noftris vicinia noſtra diebus 


Doctrinà ſimilem, vel pietate, virum. 


Integra vita fuit; pia mors; mens dedita Chriſto; 
/ Eſt pia, grata Deo, mors, quia vita fuit. 


« Elizabetha Ayſhe,. uxor ejus amantiſſima, conjugalis amoris ergo monumentum 
meœrens Poſuit.” Arms of Ayſhe, Argent, two chevrons Jos. Of Sandys, Or, a 


ſeſſe dauncettet between three croſs-croſlets fitchee, gules. 


In the ſouth aile, which belongs to the manor of Wigborough, are feveral memorials. 
to the family of Gundry. 

Many of the monuments. in this church, with the organ, (built about eight years 
before) were ſpoiled in the civil wars of the laſt century. 


BenefaCtofs to the poor of South-Petherton. 


1670. Mr. John Sandys, of Lon-Y FL. | 1706. Mr. Hugh Langley gave - . 10 
don, merchant, gave 100 1710. Mr. Edward Anftice - £.20 
1681, Mrs. Ann Sandys - - 1732. Mr. Samuel Gundry - £.40 


The Rev. Mr. Marks Mr. John Smart ([. 20 
Mr. Stephen Weſtcot | 


Mr. Robert Vile — 
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1738. James Harcourt, D. D. vicar of this place, being deſirous that the children of 
South-Petherton might be inſtructed in the Church Catechiſm, and have the ſame ex- 
pounded to them in the time of morning- prayer in this pariſh church once at leaſt in 
every week, by the vicar or his curate, and that the Common-Prayer might be read 


every Wedneſday and Friday, and every Saint's-day for ever; in order to encourage 


ſuch his deſire, did purchaſe for the ſum of 351. 118. and give to the vicars for ever, 
one acre and one yard of ground, being part of the ground leading to the vicarage- 
houſe; but in caſe the ſaid vicars do neglect to catechiſe and read prayers, without 
ſhewing cauſe to be approved of by the archdeacon of Taunton, that then the ſaid piece 
of ground ſhall revert to the heirs of the ſaid James Harcourt, during the incumbency 
of all and every vicar ſo negleCting. | 


7 »» -I /?! 
Otherwiſe called BARRINGTON-STEMBRIDGE. 


HIS pariſh lies to the northweſt of Petherton, in a low and woody ſituation; the 

lands fertile, and moſtly arable; great quantities of hemp and flax are cultivated 

in this neighbourhood. The village conſiſts of a pretty irregular ſtreet, about half a 
mule in length. 1 | . * 

In the Conqueror's time it was rated only at half a hide, being parcel of the manor 
of South-Petherton, held by Roger de Curcelle, and under him by Norman; it was 
then valued at ſixteen ſhillings.* In future times it was held with Petherton by the 
Daubeneys. 20 Edw. I. Ralph Daubeney is certified to hold his lands here and in 
Chillington, by the ſervice of finding Peter de Ardern a man on foot to ſerve at his 
caſtle at Aldeford in the time of war.” 15 Ric. II. Sir William Botreaux, knt. held a 
a fair in the village of Barrington, together with the advowſon of the church, of the 
grant of Ralph Daubeney. 6 Edw. VI. the manvr and park of Barrington were held 
by Henry duke of Suffolk, who fold the fame to William Clifton and his heirs.* 
35 Eliz. the manor with its appertenanees, and two hundred acres of paſture, twelve 
hundred of wood, and three hundred of moor, with appertenances in the foreſt of 
Neroch, belonging to this manor, and the capital meſſuage and park of. Barrington, 
and three water-mills, two dove-houſes, and all meſſuages, buildings, lands, and tene- 
ments, within the ſaid park, as alſo a meſſuage and curtilage called the Hinde-Howe in 
Barrington, adjoining to the park, were held by Sir John Clifton, knt. of the King in | 
chief.” The manor came afterwards into the family of Phillips, who built here the 
capital manſion-houſe which is till ſtanding. By an inquiſition taken at Ilminſter 

Lib. Domeſday. "Eſc.  * Licence toalienate,  * Eſc, | 
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29 Sept. 16 Jac. Sir Thomas Phillips, kent. is found to have died ſeized of this manor 
26 June . inn man Phillips, ec ral ps and eg 1 the age of | un 
eight years. 

The living is a curacy in the deanery of Crewkerne, and in the gi of Earl Poulett, 
The Rev. Thomas Allen is the preſent incumbent, * 


The church is in the form of a croſs, having in che centre an em tower, con- 
taining a clock and five bells. In this church. were mares n of the Sande family 
who reſided in the — | ; 


© Inq, pit Mort, Tho. bur. mil. 


„„ 


HICH was . branch of the manor of 1311 lies at a conſi- 

derable diſtance ſouthweſt from that town, between the hundred of Crewkerne 
_ that of Abdick and Bulſton. The ſituation is in a rich vale, under the north brow 
of high land called Chillington-Down, from which it derives its name; Leald, bleak; 
and Ton, a town. The ſoil is ſandy, abounding with grey and FIR flints; but is 
in ſeveral parts fertile for ſummer corn. 


King William the ee gave this finall we to N de cucle, of whom 


it was held by Anſchitil: 


« Anſchitil holds of Roger, cmtr rote Gockie held it in "RA time of king Edward, 
« and gelded for one virgate of land. ' The arable is one carucate. There! is one 
. cottager. It Was and is worth' twenty ſhillings.” n 


It does not appear when it became united. with 3 but the Daubeneys 


held it with the foregoing pariſh of Barrington for many generations. 13 Eliz. this 
manor was the property of Thomas Lord Wentworth. Two tenements and forty 


acres of land in Chillington, valued at 408. were given for the maintenance of three 


prieſts in the pariſh-church of Ilminſter, which, after the diffolution of chantries, were 
fold to Henry Simſon. The Rev. Mr. Notley is now lord of this manor. 

The living is a curacy in the Ceaniry of Crewkerne. T he Nev. Thomas Alen © is 
the preſent incumbent. 

The church, dedicated to St. James, i is a ſmall ancient firuure of one pace, havin 


a turret at the welt end, twenty-five feet high, with two bells. 


In the church- yard is a large ancient yew-tree. : 
* Lib. Domeſday. Ter. Sydenham. . © Harl, MS, 606. 
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uns is a ſmal pariſh, ſituated in a pleaſant valley near the borders of Chard 

common. The lands being cold and wet, are unfavourable to agriculture. In 

a narrow ſequeſtered lane leading from this place to the pariſh of Cricket-Malherbe, 

a botaniſt would find much entertainment, there being a great variety of ferns, aſple- 

niums, and curious moſſes. The purple digitalis flouriſhes here in high perfection. 

This pariſh contains about thirty houſes, including a hamlet called ann ſituated 
a mile ſouthward from the church. | 


The ancient name of this pariſh is Caffecome, which is — of che Saxon 
Lap, ſharp, and n . In the nen 8 time it . to dhe Biſhop 
of Coutances: 

The ſame Bibop holds 3 and Ralph of he Two * held ; it in 
« the time of King Edward, and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is three 
« carucates. In demeſne is one [carucate] and two villanes, and fix cottagers, having 
one plough. There is a wood eight furlongs long, and as many broad. It is worth 
« forty ſhillings. 

« To this manor are added one hide, and three virgates of und. T wo chanes held 
« it in the time of King Edward for two manors. The arable is two carucates. Theſe 
« are held by three villanes. It is worth twenty ſhillings.””* 


But in proceſs of time this manor became a part of the honour of Glouceſter, which 
extended itſelf throughout this county. 7 Edw. II. Hugh de Beauchamp held one 
moiety, and Ralph de Stocklinch the other moiety- of. this village, each by the ſervice 
of the third part of a knight's fee, of Gilbert de Clare earl of Glouceſter. 7 his Ralph 
de Stocklinch was ſeated at the neighbouring village of Stocklinch-Otterſey, which 
gave his family their name, and was held by them for many generations. In the 
account of that place in the firſt volume of this work, it was conjectured that it 
obtained its name from the family of Oter/chawe, who were reſident at a place now 
depopulated in the neighbourhood of Ifle-Abbots, in the adjacent hundred of Abdick#* 
By other evidences it further appears that the ſaid parifh of Stocklinch was ſometimes 
diſcriminated dy the appellation of Stocklinch-Oftricer, and that the manor was held 
by the ſervice of Keeping an aſtrum or hawk for the lord paramount thereof. 14 Ric. II. 
John Denbaud held at his death the manor of Stokelynch- Oftricer, with the advowſon of 
the church, of the Earl of Huntingdon, as of his manor of Haſelborough, 'by the ſervice 
of keeping a hawk [ofrum every y ar till it mould be completely fit, for ſervice. 
And when the ſaid hawk ſhould be ſo fit, he was to convey it to his lord's manor- 
houſe, attended by his wife, together with three boys, three horſes, and three 
hounds, and to ſtay there forty, days at * lord's expence, and to have the | 
ſecond-beſt, gown for his wife's work.* . re 


+ Lib. Domeſday, „Ib. fen. See vol. i, Pp. 63. 
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The ſame John Denbaud held alſo this manor of Chaffeombe of the abbot of Ford 
in Devonſhire, by the ſervice of ten ſhillings per annum for all ſervices, together with 
one meſſuage, one hundred acres of paſture, and ſix ſhillings and eight-pence rent per 
annum, in the pariſh of Chaffcombe, of Sir yok bu, knt. as of his manor & 
Backwell by knight's ſervice.* 


From which family of. Denbaud, or Denebaud, the manors of Chaffcombe and 
Stocklinch- Otterſey came by marriage to the Poulets, and is now the poſſeſſion of their 
repreſentative John earl Poulett. 


Another manor here belongs to Mrs. Mallard. 


The living is rectorial, and in the deanery of Crab Lord Poulett is patron, 
and the Rev. John Fewtrell the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Michael, is a ſmall building, conlifting ofa . 
nave, chance], north aile or chapel, and a tower at the weſt end, in which are three bells. 


In the north aile there is a mural monument of various kinds of marble, with this 
inſcription!——< Here he the bodies of Samuel Sealy, of this pariſh, who died the 
roth of May 1742, aged 63; and of Sarah his wife, who died 2 Feb. 1716, aged 36; 
with his father, mother, and ſeveral of his anceſtors.” Arms, Gules, a n wee 
three wolves' heads eraſed argent. 


In this church was buried Sir Amias Paulet, knt. who died June 25, 15 518. | 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are annually on an average five; the burials four, 
* Eſc. * Collins's Peerage, iv. 197. 
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CRICKE T- ST.-THOMAS 


T's a finall pariſh lying ſoutheaſt from Chaffcombe, between Crewkerne and Chard, 
© A under the ſouthern ridge of White-Down. It contains now only eleven houſes, 
but formerly there were many more, and the place much more conſiderable. 


It was held of the great barony of Caſtle-Cary by military ſervice. 19 Edw. I. 
Richard de Contevyle held two knights“ fees and a half in C ricket of Sir Hugh Lovel, 
knt.* 2 Edw. III. Walter de Rodney was lord of this manor.” 6 Henry IV. it was 
\ held by Sir Peter Courtney, knt.* and 13 Henry IV. the manor and advowſon of the 
church belonged to Margaret widow of Sir John St. Loe, who held the ſame of Lord 
St. Maur as of his manor of Caſtle-Cary.* It thence paſſed to Sir William Botreaux, 
Ent. and by his daughter and heir came to the Hungerfords. 31 Eliz. the manor of 
Cricket-Thomas, with the advowſon of the church, and lands in Knoll and Hill, were 


Lb. Fel. » Etc. « Ibid, « Tbid; 
held 


4 


4 * > 2 8 , ho rm eee > x 


1 


South ⸗Petherton.) CRICKET-ST.-THOMAS. 117 


held by John Preſton. It now belongs to Sir Alexander Hood, who has here a very 
neat ſeat with elegant plantations, embelliſhing a ſpot by nature pleaſing, and cl | 
ingly romantick. 


The living is a rectory in the gift of the lord of the manor; the Rey. John Golden 
is the preſent incumbent. In 1292 it was valued at three marks ten ſhillings.* 


The church is very ſmall, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, and touch alle tiled, with a 
ſmall turret at the weſt end, containing two bells. 


The abbey of Ford had an eſtate in this pariſh valued in 1293 at 218.“ 
* Taxat. Spiritual, r Taxat. Temporal, 


— — — 


C:iU. od e s e uo 


S a pariſh ſituated three miles eaſt from Chard, on a ſmall elevation under the high 
ridge of Chillington- Down. The number of houſes is twenty-eight, and of inhabi- 
tants about one hundred and fifty. Moſt of the houſes ſtand in Upper and Lower WERE. 


Cudeworde was the land of Roger Arundel: 


«© Odo holds of Roger, Cupxeworpe. Three thanes held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is four carucates. In 
cc demeſne is ong carucate, and fix ſervants, and four villanes, and two cottagers, with 
© half a plough. There are four'acres of meadow, paſture eight furlongs long, and 
e two furlongs broad. It was worth forty ſhillings, now thirty ſhillings.” 


The chief poſſeſſors of this manor after the Conqueſt were the Wakes, Hide whoſe 
family it came into that of Keynes, by the marriage of the daughter and heir of Thomas 
Wake of Dowliſh, with John ſon of Thomas Keynes of Winckley. From the family 
of Keynes it paſſed to the Spekes, and became the property of Lord North, in a ſimilar 
way with Ilminſter and many other manors in this neighbourhood. 


The church is a prebend in the cathedral of Wells, valued in 1292 ke ten marks.* 
The living is a peculiar in the deanery of Crewkerne; the Rev. John Templeman is 
the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Michael, and is compoſed of a name. chancel, noreh 
aile and porch, with a turret containing two bells. 


The prebend of Cudworth was annexed to the abbey of Muchelney, and conſider- 
able lands in this pariſh belonged to that monaſtery, . which they were hold for 
ſeveral ſucceſſions by * family of Buller. 5 


lb. Domeſday, * See under Rad bo in. p. 119. < Taxat, Spiritual. 
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The famous Dr. Richard Buſby was ſometime prebendary of Cudworth, to which 
he was admitted in July 1639. The next year he was admitted to the maſterſhip of 
. Weſtminſter-School, in the diſcharge of which office, for the ſpace of fifty-five years, 
W | | he by his ſkill and diligence bred up the greateſt number of eminent men in Church 
2B and State that ever adorned at one time any age or nation. He died April 6, 1695, 
3M | aged 89, and was buried! in Weſtminſter-abbey.* 


* Biog. Dict. ui. 52. 


* e n N ; 
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KNOLL, ox KNOWLE ST. GILES, 


TANDS weſt from Cudworth, of which manor it was a member at the time of the 

Conqueſt. It now belongs to Lord Poulett. Its ſituation is on elevated ground, 

as its name imports, Lnoll being the Saxon term for the apex of a hill. The. roads 

here are rough and narrow, CG with hedge-rows, and full of ſharp, yellow, and 
grey flints. 


There is very little notice taken of this place in our ancient records. The family of 
L'Orti, or de Ortiaco, were its chief lords. 40 Henry III. Lord William de Parys 
held it of the heirs of Lady Sabina de L'Orti, by the ſervice of the third part of a 
knight's fee. 56th of the ſame reign Ralph Inweans held of Richard de L'Orti half a 
knight's fee in Knoll, and a certain paſture in the manor of North-Stoke, containing 
twenty acres, of Lord William de Montacute. By an inquiſition taken at Wells Jan. 15, 
1588-9, it was found that Sir Amias Poulett, knt. died ſeized of this among many 
other manors on Sept. 26, 1588,* from whom it has deſcended to the*preſent proprietor. 


The living is a donative and PN in = 8 of Crewkerne; the Rev. Lewis 
Evans is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a very low ſmall ſtructure of one pace, with a turret ran two bells. 
It is dedicated to St. Giles, whence the village had its additional name. 


Ib. Feod. Efe: * Coles's Eſc. in Bibl. Harl. 


— . . — 


DOWLISH- WAKE, or EAST- DOWLISH, 


(So called from the family mho poſſeſſed it, and from its eaſterly ſituation from another 
| place of the ſame name in the hundred of Bulſton.“) 


2 ) . | S a ſmall pariſh, two miles ſoutheaſt from Ilminſter, containing forty-one houſes, and 
73. | | about two hundred and thirty inhabitants. T he ſituation is in a pleaſant vale, but 
the church ſtands on a little eminence, which commands a good view of * country to 


* See vol. i. p. 37. 8 
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the ſouth and weſt. The eſtate called Bere- Mills, lying between Knowle-St.-Giles 
and Weſt-Dowliſh, belongs to this pariſh. The lands are about three-fifths arable. 
The ſoil in the eaſt part ſandy, in the north part ſtone-ruſh; the ſouthern part is gene- 
rally a black earth and gravel, and very fertile. Several ſprings riſing in this part 


unite in a little ſtream, which running through Weſt-Dowliſh j yuun the river Iſle at the 
foot of Sea-Mill in the pariſh of Ilminſter. 


The manor of Doules, comprehending the two vills now called Eaſt and Weſt- 


Dowliſh, was given by King William to the Biſhop of Coutances, whoſe lands here 
are thus ſurveyed : 


“The Biſhop of Coutances holds Doulxs. A held it in the time of king 
« Edward, and gelded for two hides and one virgate of land. The arable is one caru- 


ce cate and a half, and there are three villanes, and three cottagers, and one ſervant. 
« Tt was and is worth twenty-four ſhillings. 


« To this manor are added ſeven hides, which three thanes held in the time of King 


ce Edward for three manors. There are in demeſne two carucates, and two ſervants, 


ce and eleven villanes, and eleven cottagers, with five ploughs. There are forty-four 
« acres of meadow, and four furlongs of paſture in length, and as many in breadth, and 
te twenty acres more. Wood eight ſurlongs long, and three furlongs broad, and 


ce twenty acres beſides. It is worth ſix pounds and ten ſhillings. This land William 
ce [de Moncels] holds of the Biſhop.”.” 


The Wakes were ſeated at Dowliſh early in the twelfth century. They derived 
their deſcent from Herewaldus le Wake, a Saxon general, who was the laſt that with- 
ſtood the arms of King William the Conqueror, and by a compromiſe with him in the 
year 1076, was reſtored to the eſtate and honours which he had poſſeſſed before the 
arrival of the Normans. This family was in proceſs of time diſperſed by various 
branches into different parts of the kingdom; but their chief eſtate was at Deeping in 
the county of Lincoln, which continued in their poſſeſſion till the beginning of the laſt 
century. All the names of that branch which poſſeſſed this manor are not tranſmitted 
to us; but it appears that in the time of Edw. I. it was the property of Sir Ralph Wake, 
a perſon of great account in theſe parts, and one of thoſe who 25 Edw. I. was ſum- 
moned to beat London with hotſe and arms the next Lord's-day after the octaves of 
St. John the Baptiſt, thence to attend the King beyond the ſeas.* This Ralph, beſides 
the manors of Eaſt and Weſt-Dowlifh, had that of Compton-Martin in this county, as 
alſo the manors of Stour-Coſin, Eaſtover, and Weſtover, Stoke in Blakemore, Gore- 
well, Candel-Wake, and Hull, in the county of Dorſet, and the manor of Tangle in 
the county of Southampton. By Alice his wife he left iſſue John, ſometimes called de 
Wake, and ſometimes le Wake, his ſon and heir, who ſucceeded to theſe eſtates, and 
died ſeized of them 22 Edw. III. leaving three daughters his coheirs, viz. Iſabel the 
wife of John de Keynes, Margery the wife of Hugh Tyrel, and Elizabeth who was 
unmarried.* The manors of Eaſt and Weſt-Dowliſh, with the third part of the manor 
of Compton-Martin, were allotted to Iſabel Keynes, who held the former manors of 


» Lib, Domeſday, © Engliſh Baronetage, i. 466. Harl. MS. 1192. * Eſc, 
* | | the 
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the Counteſs of Warren, as of her honour of Trowbridge, and the third part of the latter 
of James de Audley. She died 33 Edw. III. and was ſucceeded in her eſtates by 
Thomas Keynes her fon and heir.“ This Thomas Keynes was a lineal deſcendant of 
the ancient family of Keynes or Kahaynes, who were ſeated at Winckley in the county 
of Devon in the time of Henry II. and bore for their arms, Azure, a bend undeẽ co- 
tiſed argent. He married Margaret daughter of Sir John Beaumont of Yolſton, knt. 
by whom at his death, 35 Edw. III. he left iſſue John, who was then of the age of 
eight years.” Which John married Joan daughter and coheir of Nicholas Wampford, 
and by her had iſſue two ſons, Richard and John; which laſt was of Dowliſh, and died 
9 Henry V. ſeized of the manors of Eaſt and Weſt-Dowliſh, with other manors and 
eſtates in this county and Dorſet, leaving Joan the wife of John Speke, eſq; his daughter 
and heir. Which John Speke was father of Sir John Speke, of White-Lackington in 
this. county, knt.* from whom this manor deſcended through eleven generations to 
George Speke, eſq; father of the preſent Lady North, who deviſed it to Mary his 
eldeſt daughter (whom he had by his firſt wife) and to her heirs male; and in failure 
of ſuch iſſue, to George Speke, of Curry-Rivel, eſq; and his heirs. But the ſaid 
Mary dying unmarried, and George Speke alſo dying without ifſue, this manor de- 
ſcended to his heir at law the Rev. William 1 B. D. of 14 ordans near Ilminſter, 

the preſent poſſeſſor. 


The prior of Farley had an eſtate in this pariſh, which in 1293 was rated at ſix 
ſhillings.' 

The living of- Dowliſh-Wake is rectorial, * in the deanery of cee the 
patronage. is veſted in the lord of the manor, the Rev. William Speke abovementioned; 
and the Rev. Septimus Collinſon is s the 90 0 incumbent. In 1292 this benefice was 
rated at eight marks.“ 


The church is dedicated to St. Andrew, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, north aile, 
and chapel; with a well- built quadrangular tower between the chancel and the nave. 
The north part has been the burial-place of the families of Keynes and Speke, and there 
{till remain feveral ancient tombs, one of which repreſents John Speke and J oan his 
wife, the heireſs of Keynes, who brought this eſtate into that family. 


Againſt'the chancel wall is a ſtone monument, inſcribed, Underneath lies the 
mortal part of the Rev. Mr. Arthur Hood, fifty- one years rector of this pariſh. His 
pious ſoul was called from her earthly manſion July 22, 1759, aged 8 1 years. His 
doctrine was the rule of his life, and his life an example of his doctrine.“ 


Adjoining to the church-yard is a good old manſion, the reſidence of J. Hanning, eſq. 


f Eſc. * Sir William Pole's Survey of Devon. » Eſc. | Ibid. 
See vol, i. p. 67. + 1 Taxat. Temporal. = Taxat. Spiritual. 
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HIS pariſh is ſituated eaſtward from Dowliſh-Wake, and betwixt that and Hinton- Ws - 

St.-George, the road to which is very beautiful, being on a terrace under the 

na of Earl Poulett's park, crowned with noble woods, and affording a fine and ex- 
tenſive proſpect to the eaſt, north, and northweſt. - 


The manerial property of this pariſh is veſted in Earl Poulett. At the Conqueſt it | 1 
was held by one of the King's thanes called Siward, as we read in the general ſurvey: \ 

ce Siward holds DuninToxz. Edmar held it in the time of King Edward, and | 
« pelded for three hides. The arable is three carucates, on which there are ſix villanes, 


te and three cottagers. There is a mill of eight-pence rent, and eight acres of mea- | 1 | 
« dow. Paſture three furlongs long, and two furlongs broad. Wood three furlongs @& \ if 


> 7 and two furlongs broad. It was formerly worth twenty ſhillings, now forty.””* - 


« Siward holds three virgates of land of the church of Glaſtingberie in' a manor 
« which is called Dix xTroxR. It is worth thirteen ſhillings and two-pence.”” 6 


The manor was held of the honour of Glouceſter in the reigns of Edw. II. and III. 
by Alexander and Elias de la Lynde.* 


| The living is a rectory in the deanery of Crewkerne, and in the git of Earl Poder, 
the Rev. Henry Stambury is the preſent incumbent, | 


- The church, which is dedicated to St. Nicholas, is a ſmall 3 
with a turret at the weſt end, containing two bells. 


Under the communion- table is aſtone with this inſcription. ! Here lieth the 


body of Worthington Brice, gent. buried March 14, 1649, tat. ſuæ 63, Chriſti vir- 
tute reſurgam.“ 


On the north wall is an old monument to others of the ſame family, but the inſcrip - | 3 
tion is illegible: the arms are a griffin rampant. 1 


In 1651-2 the Brices compounded for their eſtates here in the ſum of 1951. 10s... > on 
« Lib, Domeſday.  * d. Lib. Fel. = * Somerſetſhire Compoſition. 


N . f Wy, Ws | 


S a pariſh very pleaſantly ſituated on the turnpike-road from South-Petherton to 
I Crewkerne, well wooded, and abounding with excellent water. The number of 
houſes is about ſeventy, which moſtly ſtand round the church; but a few are fituated i in | 
the hamlet of BxoomriLs, about a quarter of a mile northward; and ſome are ſtrag- | (4 
gling about the pariſh. A rivulet riſing near Hinton-St.-George divides this N 188 ; i 1 
from that of Merriot, and this hundred from that of Crewkerne. | 
Vor. III. 8 R The 
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The vill of Lopen is ſurveyed in two diſtinct parcels i in Domeſday-Book: 


ce Gerard holds of the Earl [Morton] Lor EN. Alward held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is one carucate. There is one cot- 
ce tager, with one ſervant, and ten acres of meadow. It is worth twenty ſhillings.” 


Harding (Fitz-Alnod, a Saxon thane) holds Lor EN. Tovi held it in the time of 
* King Edward, and gelded for two hides. The arable is two carucates. In demeſne 
< is one carucate, and two ſervants, and two villanes, and five cottagers, and twenty 
« acres of meadow. It formerly was worth twenty ſhillings, now forty ſhüllings.“ 


This place gave name to a family who held their lands of the Malets; but in the 


| vn al King John this manor of Lopen was the poſſeſſion of Nicholas de Meriet, and 


was ſometime farmed by John Wac,* who ſeems to have been of the ſame branch of 
the family of Wake, of whom we have made mention in the pariſh of Eaſt-Dowliſh.* 
In this family of Meriet the manor of Lopen continued till the time of Ric. II. when 
George de Meriet dying without iſſue, the eſtates were divided between his two ſiſters, 
Margaret the wife of Sir Thomas Bonville, knt. and Elizabeth the wife of Humphry 
Stafford. 10 Edw. IV. this Humphry Stafford, earl of Devon, (ſo created by that 
King) held at his death this manor of Lopen of Sir John Coleſhill, knt. as of his 
manor of Sevenhampton.* After which this manor came into the family of Poulett, 
in which it ſtill continues. There were formerly a market and a fair in this village, 
which John de Meriet procured of King Edw. I. 2 Edw. III. George de Meriet 
pleaded in parliament that his anceſtors, time out of mind, had poſſeſſed the manors of 
Merriot and Lopen, together with the fairs and markets uſed in thoſe towns, and pe- 
titioned that they might be continued. 30 Eliz. the fair at Lopen, with its apperte- 
nances, was granted to Tipper and Dawe.* It had before been granted in the time of 
Edw. III. and Ric, II. to Gilbert Talbot and Walter Chamberline. 


The manor above recited was denominated Magna-Lopen, by way of diſtinction from 
Lopen-Parva, and Lopen-Abbis or Temple, which laſt eſtate belonged to the preceptory of 


Temple-Combe, of which mention has been made in the ſecond volume of this work. 


Among the benefactors to the knights-templars or hoſpitalers of St, John of Jeruſalem, 
Milo de Franca-Quercu is ſet down as having given to them divers lands and tenements 


in the village of Lopen belonging to the preceptory of Temple-Combe." Theſe lands, 


ſometimes called by the name of a manor, amounted to half a knight's fee, which the 
maſter of the knights-temple held of Hugh Lovel as in fee de Mortaigne 19 Edw. I. 


34 Henry VIII. that King granted the rectory of Lopen to the dean and chapter of 
the cathedral church at Briſtol, to be held to them and their ſucceſſors, of the crown in 
pure and perpetual alms.* It is a curacy in the e of Crewkerne; the Rev. John 
Templeman is the preſent incumbent. 

The church, which is dedicated to All-Saints, is ſmall, being of one pace, and at the 
welt end has a ſmall turret containing two bells, There are no memorials worth notice, 


In this pariſh there is a conſiderable manufacture of dowlas. 
Lib. Domeſday, ® Ibid. © Rot. Pip. 14 Joh. * See page 119. « Ble. petit. in Parl. 2 Ed, III, 
Pat. 30Eliz, p. 16. * Mon, Angl, ii, 55lI1. Lib. Fed. * Pat. 34 Hen. VIII. p. 10. 
P Nee, 


Soutb⸗Petbetton. ] [225 3 


„ EB V. 1% „ N. 
Anciently Seofenempton, Seavenamentone, Sevenebantune, and Sevenemetone. 


F this name there are ſeveral places in this neighbourhood adjoining each other, 
of which SEVINGTON-ST.-MICHAEL, fo called from the dedication of its 


church, ſtands northweſt from the pariſh of Lopen laſt deſcribed, and in the road from 


IIminſter to Yeovil. 5 
Of this place Robert earl of Morton was lord at the time of the Conqueſt. 


« Malger holds of the Earl, SzvenznanTune. Alward held it in the time of 
« King Edward, and gelded for ſeven hides. The arable is ſeven carucates. Thereof 
ce in demeſne are five hides and a half, and there are three carucates, and ſix ſervants, 
ce and eight villanes, and ſeven cottagers, with three ploughs. There is a mill of five 


ce ſhillings rent, and forty acres of meadow. It was worth eight pounds, now one 
ce hundred ſhillings. 


« From this manor are taken away ten acres of wood, and twenty-five acres of moor 
4 and meadow, and are in Sudperet the King's manor.” 


The following record ſeems more applicable to the place now + by 251 
name of Sxvixdrox-Sr.-Maxv: 


« Siward holds SEVEMTMETONE. In the time of King Edward it gelded for three 
« hides. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, and two villanes, 


ic and three © cottagers, md. t e e and "Ou acres s of ee It is worth three 
(t pou 4 


It appears from ſubſequent ev des that the manor of Shen was held after 
the Conqueſt by the family of de Vallibus or Vaux, and that it came in the time of 


Henry III. by the marriage of Maud the daughter of Hubert de Vaux, to Thomas de 


Multon, a great baron in thoſe days, whoſe great-grandſon Thomas de Multon ob- 
tained of Edw. II. a charter of free-warren in this his manor of Sevenhampton, and in 
Pinhoe in the county of Devon.* 1 Ric. II. Sir John Streche, knt. is certified to hold 
ten knights' fees in Aſhill and Sevenhampton, cum membris, of Hugh Courtney earl of 
Devon.“ Which ſaid knights' fees were held by Thomas Courtney earl of Devon, 
deſcendant of the ſaid Hugh, 36 Henry VI.“ 9g Henry VI. Cecilia the widow of 
Sir William Cheyney, knt. held the manor of Sevenbampton-Vaus of Lord Zouch, as 


of his manor of Caſtte-Cary, in locage. .She died that year, teaving Elizabeth and 


Anne her ſiſters and next heirs. Which Elizabeth becoming the wife of Sir John 
Coleſhill, knt. conveyed the manor of Sevenhampton into his family, in which it con- 
tinued ſometime. 20 Henry VI. Sir Humphrey Stafford, knt. held at his death the 
manor of Sevenhampton-Deneys of the King in chief, leaving Avicia the wife of Sir 
James de Ormond, knt. his couſin and heir.“ 22 Edw. IV. that King granted the 


„Lib. Domeſday. * Ibid. * Cart. 10 Ed. II. n. 21: Lib. Fed. * Ibid, Efe. * Ibid. 
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manor of Sevenhampton-Deneys to the abbey of Glaſtonbury, in conſideration of two 
hundred and forty acres of land which the abbot had ceded to the King for the en- 
largement of his park at Blagdon in the county of Dorſet." 


The manor of Sevington-St.-Michael now belongs to the college of Wincheſter. 


| The living, valued in 1292 at ten marks, is a rectory in the deanery of Crewkerne, 


and in the patronage of Earl Feber. The Rev. Henry * is the preſent 
incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall low ſtructure of one pace, having a wooden turret containing 
three bells at . welt end. In the chancel lies the effigy i in ſtone of ſome unknown 


H 
.B ; 
a "= : 
* $ N 
3 perſon, 
1 LE 
* 4 % 


Ih | | | h Pat. 22 Ed. IV, p. 2, m. 14. Taxat. Spiritual. 


SEVINGT ON-$S T.-MARY. 


IES to the weſtward of 1 $6, dijchac, and contains about fiſty houſes, 

forty of which are diſperſed about the church, and ten compoſe a tithing half a 

mile eaſtward, called Sevington-Abbots, from its having belonged to the abbey of 

\ | Athelney. King Cnut by his charter without date gave to Go and St. Peter, and the 

Wo | | abbot and convent of Athelney, two manſes, or one perch of land, in a place commonly 

| called Seofenempton, on condition that they the ſaid abbot and monks ſhould offer up 

pſalms and prayers to'Gop for his evil deeds, that after death he might by their pious 

interceſſions be admitted into the kingdom of heaven. To this ſmall donation accrued 

N | in a ſhort time divers others; ſo that in the time of Edward the Confeſſor the abbots' 

FRY | 4 | | eſtates in Sevenhampton were aſſeſſed at the proportion of two hides, or between two 

8, - and three hundred acres, The ſame was its amount at the rirge of the Conqueſt. ; 4 


. * The church itſelf holds SzxovenaMENTONE. In the time of King Edward it ä 
Db e gelded for two hides. The arable is two carucates, and there are with it ſeven vil- e 
1 * lanes, and three cottagers, n nn, . en Os Nat argon It ia F..; 
=. ee worth thirty ſhillings.” - K+... „ 
1 | One of the abbots built 2 chapeb in this place, which continued cl the ane en 
Wk | | | of monaſteries, __ 

1 5 | „ The living of ie e St.- Niuy 3 is a curaey in hs deanery of Crewkerte, and 
33h gift of Earl Poulett. The Rev. Thomas Allen is the preſent incumbent, N e 


The church is of one pace, and has at the weſt end an embattled rower conxining 


Pom bells f 3, 4 
 _ * Regiſt, Abbat, de Athelney, — = Lib. Domeſday, $ 
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S HEPTON-BEAU CHAMP. 


HIS is a conſiderable pariſh, lying on the weſtern fide of South-Petherton, in a 

rich, flat, and incloſed country. A ſpring riſing in the centre of the pariſh forms 

a rivulet, which, uniting with another from a ſpring in the hamlet of WesT-Cross, 

there turns a griſt-mill, The number of houſes in this pariſh is eighty-five. The 

place derived its additional name from the barons Beauchamp its ancient lords; at the 
Conqueſt it belonged to the Earl of Morton: 


ce The Earl himſelf holds SczyToxe. Algar held it in the time of King Edward, 
te and gelded for ſix hides. The arable is four carucates. Of this in demeſne are four 


© hides, wanting half a virgate, and there is one carucate and a half, and three ſervants, 


ce and nine villanes, and three cottagers, and fifteen acres of meadow. - It was worth 
ce one hundred ſhillings, now four pounds.“ 


The Lords Beauchamp, of Hatch, being ſoon afterwards enfeoffed of this manor, it 
became part of that barony, and was held of the King in chief by the ſervice of half a 
knight's fee. Of this noble and ancient family notice having been already taken,* it 


only remains to ſay, that this manor continued in their name and poſſeſſion till the latter 


end of the reign of Edw. III. when John Beauchamp dying without iſſue, it became 
the property of Cecily his ſiſter and coheireſs, who was firſt married to Roger Seymour, 


and afterwards to Richard Turberville, of Bere-Regis in the county of Dorſet. Which 


Cecily bore on her ſeal, 47 Edw. III. checky, being the arms of Turberville her ſecond 


huſband. She died 17 Ric. II. ſeized of this manor of Shepton-Beauchamp and the 
advowſon of the church, leaving Roger Seymour, ſon of Sir William Seymour, her 


grandſon and heir, anceſtor of the Seymours dukes of Somerſet. In the ſchedule of 


the eftates of Edward duke of Somerſet, the protector, this manor is certified to be of 


the yearly value of 371. 128, va TOO en We late Robert 
Child, eſq. 


The benefice is eat and was valued in 1292 at ten marks. nnn 


in the lord of the manor; the Rev. Henry Newman is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which ſtands on a riſing ground, is a handſome ſtructure of ſtone 


brought from Ham-hill, and of excellent maſonry. It conſiſts of a nave, chancel, north 
and ſouth ailes, and at the weſt end is a well-built embattled tower ſeventy feet high, 


with a clock, chimes, and fix muſical bells. In the weſt front of the tower ſtands the 


ſtatue of St. Patrick with his croſier. In ae once ane hope, e aboye 


the other, and vulgarly called the Three Tabernacles. ' 


On a black tablet is the following eee eee 
e Thomas Rich, of London, gent. left fix acres of land within e of Merriot 


for the inſtruction of twelve poor children. 


Lib. Donicſday, Lib. Feod. c Vol. L p. 4. Cart, Antiq, *Efe. 
MS. Valor. 8 ® Taxat. Spiritual. c JI. 
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« Henry Werrott, of this pariſh, gent. left one hundred pounds, the intereſt of which 
is to be applied to the binding poor children apprentices. 


« William Palfry, of London, gent. left eight pounds four ſhillings and four-pence 
yearly, payable out of an eſtate at Curry-Rivel to the ſecond poor. 


« William Drew and John Cogan, gents. gave three pounds yearly to the ſecond 
poor, payable out of the manor of Cheddington. 


« William Glanfield, of this pariſh, gent. left nine acres of land vithin the pariſh of 
South-Petherton, for binding out poor boys apprentices. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Morgan, of this pariſh, left two hundred pounds, the intereſt of 
which is to be applied to the inſtruction and apprenticing out ſix poor boys.“ 


In this pariſh is a large ancient houſe, the property of Thomas Groſvenor, eſq. 


WHITESTAN T O N. 


IS pariſh lies at the ſouthweſt extremity of the county, being three miles north- 

welt from Chard, and eleven eaſt from Honiton in Devonſhire. It is ſituated in 

a valley nearly ſurrounded by hills, and in a very rough uneven tract of country. 
There is a great deal of waſte land. The incloſed parts are nearly equally divided be- 
tween paſture and tillage, and in general good. There are ſeveral fine woods, con- 
taining principally oak timber. A fine ſpring, having its riſe near the church, forms a 
rivulet which runs into Yarcombe river within the confines of Devon. The houſes 
here are thinly ſcattered and very mean, there being many cottages or huts of only 
one floor, and a ſingle room for a family. The country abounds with the digitalis, or 
red large fox-gloves, which generally grow in the hedges of the incloſures, but are alſo 


ſo thick in ſome parts of the waſte, as to make = „ red at a diſtance like a 
field of poppies. 


There are ſeveral parts of this aciahbonchood which Ven the prænomen of white or 


- eobitt, ſuch as this pariſh of White-Stanton, White-Lackington, White-Croſs, White- 


Down, a diſcrimination they ſeem primarily to have derived from the ſaint White, who, 


together with. St. Rayn, (according to William of Worceſter*) was n in a chapel 
upon the plain near Crewkerne. 


The original name of this place was S autune, and it is thus deſcribed in the Norman 
ſurvey as parcel of the poſſeſſions of Robert earl of Morton: 
« Anſger holds STantunz of the Earl. Alward held it in the time of King 
ec Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable is eight carucates, In demeſne is 
| P. 163. ö 


«© one 
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c one carucate and a half, and ſix ſervants, and eighteen villanes, and four cottagers, 
ce with three ploughs and a half. There is a mill not rated, and two hundred and ſixty 
* acres of wood, and fifty acres of paſture. It renders four blomes of iron. It is 
ce worth ſixty ſhillings.” | | | 
A deſcendant of the laſt Earl of Morton ſeems to have been ſettled at this place, and 
to have aſſumed its name. In the time of Henry II. Robert de Stantone held two 
knights' fees of Walter Brito or Brett, which Walter Brett had this manor by the 
grant of the crown, and was progenitor of a reſpectable family who poſſeſſed it till the 
beginning of the preſent century. To which Robert de Stantone ſucceeded William, 
Henry, John, and John de Stantone ; which laſt was living in the time of Edw. II. 
and had for his arms a chevron between three lions? heads eraſed. To him ſucceeded 


another John, and to him William de Staunton, who was lord of the manor of W hite- 
Staunton 3 Ric. II.“ | 


The Bretts, its chief lords, were a family of much repute, and produced many perſons 
of eminence both in politicks and literature. Richard Brett, ſon of Robert Brett of 

this place, was one of the tranſlators of the bible now uſed in our churches and private 
families; he was well verſed in the Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Chaldaick, Arabick, and 
Zthiopian languages, and publiſhed ſeveral books of hiftory, biography, and criticiſm. 
He died in 1637, and was buried at Quainton in Buckinghamſhire, of which pariſh he 
was rector. Henry Brett, the repreſentative of this ancient family, fold this manor 
with the advowſon of the church to Sir Abraham Elton, bart. whoſe deſcendant Iſaac 
Elton, of Stapleton in the county of Glouceſter, eſq; is the preſent poſſeſſor. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Crewkerne, and in the gift of the lord of 
the manor. The Rev. James Knott is the preſent incumbent. 


This benefice was in 1292 valued at eight marks. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Andrew, conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and north 


and ſouth ailes. At the weſt end is a ſtrong well-built embattled tower, having a turret 
at one corner, and five bells. | 


In the ſouth aile is an old ſtone tomb, with the following coats, but no inſcription : 


viz. 1. Checky. 2. Three lozenges in feſſe, 3. A chevron between three roſes. 
4. Effaced. | | 


On a black ſtone in the wall: e In this iſle lyethe buried Margaret Brett, one of 
the daughters and coheirs of Hugh Ratcliff, eſq; and wife of John Brett, eſq; lord of 
this manor of Whitſtanton, who died the 22d day of Februarie 1 582, and here reſteth in 
the aſſured hope of the joyful reſurrection. Arms, Argent, a lion rampant between five 
craſs-croſlets fitchẽe gules : Brett. Impaling, Argent, a bend engrailed ſable : Ratcliff. 


< In this iſle lyethe buried Mary Morgane, eldeſt daughter of John Brett, eſq; and 

and Margaret his wife, lord of this manor of Whitſtanton, and wife of Chriſtopher 
Lib. Dae © Lib. Nig. Scac. i. 99. « Seals from ancient Deeds. * Eſc. 

Athen. Oxon. i. 608. Tat. Spiritual. | 
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Morgane, of Maperton, eſq; who died the 4th day of Januarie 1582, and here reſteth 
in the aſſured hope of the joyful reſurrection. Arms, Argent, on a bend cotiſed fable, 
a fleur-de-lis between two cinquefoils gules: Morgan, impaling Brett. 


In the floor on a grave-ſtone:——< Here lyeth the body of Alexander Brett, eſq; 
who died the firſt day of July, A. D. 1671, ætatis ſuæ 38,” 


— ———— 
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JHIS is a ſmall tract of land lying in the ſouthern part, of the county; and 
waſhed by the rivers Ivel and Parret, which divide it into two portions. 


It contains the ancient borough and W of Langport, and two 
other pariſhes, 


| IS BL EE OE. 


ROM which the hundred derived its name, and where the courts were uſually held, 

is a village very pleaſantly ſituated on the weſt fide of Somerton, and to the north 

of the road leading from that town to Langport, in a fine vale emboſomed in a grove 

of elms. A rivulet riſing at the eaſt end of the pariſh paſſes through it to the river at 

Langport. This pariſh is divided, both with regard to- property and: locality, into- 

three parts; the village and manor of Pitney; the ancient hamlet of BEER; and the 
hamlet and manor of WARN, ſituated ſouthweſt near Huiſh-Epiſcopi. 


The manor of Pitney, or Petenie, was partly ancient demeſne of the crown, as we 
learn from the following ſurvey: 


The King holds PRTENIE. In the time of King Edward it gelded for one hide.. 
te The arable is one carucate and a half. Hunfrid holds there half a hide, and has one 
te plough, and ſix acres of meadow, and three acres of wood. It was and. is worth 
cc twenty , What the King has there is worth ten ſhillings.”* 


Lib. Domeſday. 
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F In the time of Henry III. Pitney was the poſſeſſion of Henry L'Orti, from whom 
$ 2 and his deſcendants it had the name of Pitney-Lorti. 21. of that reign the ſaid Henry 
. | and Sabina his wife, who was the daughter of Richard Revel, baron of Curry-Rivel, 
4:48 paid twenty ſhillings and one goſhawk into the King's exchequer for the lands which 
1 | they held in Pitney and Wearn, parcel of the manor of Somerton.” To which Henry 
bf | ſucceeded Sir Henry de L'Orti, knt. (during whoſe minority this manor was held by Sir 
j Eubulo de Montibus;*) and to him Sir John de L'Orti, who was twice knight of the 
k ſhire for this county in the time of Edw. III. Which Sir John about 13 Edw. III. 
| gave the manor of Pitney to Sir Ralph de Middleney, knt. in marriage with his ſiſter 
7 Elizabeth," who died ſeized of the ſame and the advowſon of the church 35 Edw. III. 
| without iſſue.* Elizabeth his ſaid wife ſurviving him, married to her ſecond huſband 
| Sir Robert de Aſhton, knt. who in her right held the manor and hundred of Pitney | 
* . with the advowſon of the church, and all other appertenances thereto, of the King in 
_ chief by the ſervice of paying yearly to the King by the hands of the ſheriff twenty 
G F | ſhillings, or in lieu thereof a goſhawk at the feaſt of St. Michael. He died 7 Ric. II. 
a and in the inquiſition taken after his deceaſe it is ſaid that his heir was uncertain, but to 
an eſtate in Dorſetſhire, Ralph Cheneye and Morris Ruſſell are found to be the heirs 
of the ſaid Sir Robert de Aſhton. Bur it is evident that neither of them poſſeſſed this 
manor; for it appears by another inquiſition that Sir Robert de Aſhton had a ſecond 
wife, whoſe name was Phillippa, who ſurviving him was afterwards married to Sir 
John Tiptot, knt. and held this manor with the advowſon of the church for the term of 
her life.“ After her death one moiety of the ſaid manor, hundred, and advowſon, 
deſcended to Elizabeth the wife of John Andrew, ſiſter and heir of Maud the wife of 
John Langeryche, and one of the ſiſters and heirs of Hugh Lorty, a deſcendant of the 
barons L'Orti; and the other moiety of the manor, hundred, and advowſon, became 
the property of Elizabeth the wife of John Gunter, the other ſurviving ſiſter, and heir 
| of the ſaid Hugh Lorty." After the death of Elizabeth the wife of John Andrew 
| abovementioned, the whole manor of Pitney-Lorti, and its appertenances, became 
| veſted in the family of Gunter, of whom Roger Gunter died 15 Henry VI. in poſſeſſion 
hereof, leaving John his ſon and heir.” This John died 13 Edw.-IV. ſeized of the 
manor of Pitney-Lorti, and the advowſon of the church; as alſo of the manor of Knolle, 
/ | which had deſcended with Pitney from Sir John de L'Orti in the time of Edw. III. 
| and was held under the abbey of Athelney; in all which he was ſucceeded by William 
his brother and heir.” Which William died 1 Ric. III. and had for his ſucceſſor 
Edmund Gunter, who bore for his arms, Sable, three gauntlets argent. Hence it 
paſſed to other families, and in the time of Philip and Mary was the property of 
Robert Morton, who fold the manor of Pitney-Lorti to the family of Popham.“ It is 
4 | now the property of John Pyne, eſq. 


The manor of WARN, called alſo Prrxxy-WzaRx, has no other diſtinction in the 
Norman ſurvey than the following: 


d Rot. Pip. 21 Hen. III. Rot. Pip. 41 Hen, III. © Cart, Anti · © Eſc, 


* Eſc. * Cart. Antiq. ® Inq. Som. 5 Hen. V. i Eſc, * Lib. Feod. 
Eſce. ® Sealsfrom ancient Deeds. Licence to alienate. 
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Ee Robert de Odburuile holds of the King in Wax xx two virgates and a half of land, 
ee which never gelded. The arable is half a carucate. There is one cottager with one 
« ſervant. It is worth fifteen ſhillings. It was waſte when he received it.“ | 


The lands of this Robert de Auberville in this county came to William de Wrotham, 
and after him to the family of Plugenet, from whom the village of Wearn obtained 
the appellation of Yearn-Plucknet. Its next poſſeſſors were the family of Haddon. 
22 Edw. III. Henry Haddon held the manors of Putteney and Werne-Plukenet of 
the King by the ſervice of a pair of gilt ſpurs, or ſix-pence for all ſervices.” He died 
that ſame year, and Eleanor his wife ſurviving him had this manor for her dower.? 
By the ſaid Eleanor he had iſſue a daughter, Amice, who was married to Sir William 
Fitzwarren, who poſſeſſed this manor in her right; and after him it came to John 
Fitzwarren, whoſe heireſs brought it to the Chidiocks of Dorſetſhire. This portion 
of Pitney has long been in the poſſeſſion of the Earls of Northampton, | 


The living of Pitney is a rectory, and a peculiar in the deanery of Ilcheſter. John 
Pyne, eſq; is the patron, and the Rev. John Michell is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which ſtands at the north end of the village on a riſing ground, is dedi- 
cated to St. John the Baptiſt, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, ſouth aile, and tower 
containing four bells. | 


In the chancel floor a flat tone commemorates Cannanvell Bernard, M. A. miniſter 
of this place forty-four years, who died Nov. 9, A. D. 1668. Another is to the 
memory of the Rev. Dr. Edmund Lovell, who was likewiſe rector here, and died 
Nov. 12, A. D. 1721. | 


? Lib. Domeſday. Nom. tenent. in cap, Com. Somerſet. * Eſc. 35 Ed. III. 
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HE river Parret, ſoon after its junction with the Ivel, viſits the ancient town of 
Langport, the name whereof being compounded of the Saxon words Lang, pro- 
lixus, and Pope, oppidum, originally aroſe from its uncommon length of building. It 
was anciently very large, and is ſaid to have been moated round; but at preſent no 
veſtiges of fortification are diſcernible, and it conſiſts chiefly of two ſtreets, the principal 
of which is called eſt- ſtreet, being the road to Taunton and other places weſtward. 
It is divided into two parts, denominated Langport-Eaftover, and Langport-Weſtover, in 
regard of their oppoſite ſituations ; and ſtands moſtly upon a ſmall aſcent, having a 
tract of rich level champain on the north, weſt, and ſouth, with two large commons and 
a moor weſtward, containing about one hundred and*forty acres of fine rich meadow 
land, which from the circumſtance of its being depaſtured in common and without 
| S 2 | | interruption.” 


* 
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interruption by the cattle of all the adjoining pariſhes, is denominated Common Moor. 
Another piece of land of ſimilar deſcription, containing about ſeventy acres, called 

Vagg-Common, lies between this town and Somerton, but is not of equal goodneſs with 
the former. No lord of any adjoining manor has right of ſoil in either of theſe pieces 

of land; but the neighbouring inhabitants of all deſcriptions, by long cuſtom, aſſert 
the liberty both of building and feeding their cattle thereon, when and in what manner 
they pleaſe. The Parret, navigable here for large barges, croſſes the lower part of 
Weſt-ſtreet, and has over it a ſtone bridge of nine arches; a branch or outlet of the 
ſame river croſſes the ſame ſtreet near the Town-hall,-under another bridge of two 
arches, and mixes with the main ſtream at the diſtance of about two furlongs below. 
The fall of the river hence to Boroughbridge is only one inch in a mile, and from 
Boroughbridge to Bridgwater it is one inch and a quarter. From the level of King's- 


Sedgmoor to the bed of the river, the fall is fifteen feet. A court of the commiſſioners 
of the ſewers is held here quarterly. 


The town of Langport was anciently more celebrious than now. In the time. of 
King William the Conqueror it was a royal burgh, and had in it thirty- four reſident 
burgeſſes, who, under the firm of the manor of Somerton, paid a rent of fifteen ſhillings 
to the King. There were two fiſheries on the river, which belonged to the borough, 
and paid a rent of ten ſhillings; and the whole revenue of the place was rated at 
791. 10s. 7d. per annum,“ a very large-ſum in thoſe days. Nor did the Kings of Eng- 
land think fit to part with ſo deſirable an eſtate till the time of Ric. I. who, finding 
occaſion for baronial aid, gave it with ſeveral other eſtates in the neighbourhood to Sir 
Richard Revel, knt. who procured a charter for the town, and is ſaid to have built a 
caſtle here.” From him the manor and borough deſcended by an heir female to the 
L'Orti's; and in ſucceeding times, by virtue of the franchiſe obtained by Revel, the 
manor and town of Langport-Eaſtover, and Langport-Weſtover, were held in free- 
burgage by the Earls of Saliſbury, the Marquis of Dorſet, and the Earl of Hertford: 
and in the time of Queen Elizabeth, Hugh Sexey, eſq; being lord of Langport-Eaſt- 


over, left the ſame in truſt to feoffees, who ſettled it on the hoſpital at Brewton. Which 


manor, called ſometimes by the name.of the Out-Manor, or Manerium-forinſecum, is 
now held under a reſerved rent to Brewton by Sir Richard Colt Hoare, bart. whoſe 
uncle purchaſed it of Lady Northampton, widow of the Lord Berkeley. 


But the manor intrinſecal belongs to the portreve and the corporation, which conſiſts 
of twelve burgeſſes, who have the royalty of the river, and a variety of other powers 
and liberties annexed to burghal tenures. The moſt ancient arms of this town was an 


embattled and crennellated tower; thoſe afterwards uſed were only a portcullis. It 


thrice ſent members to parliament. 


It was the intention of King Henry I. to have erected in this town a very n 
and large monaſtery ;* but he altered his deſign, and tranſlated his munificence to the 
town of Reading in Berkſhire, where the ruins of his ſtately abbey are ſtill ſeen. It 
does not appear that there were any religious houſes in the town, fave only a houſe or 
hoſpital of poor lepers, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen. This was founded before 


Lib. Domeſday. Vide Somerton, * Cart. Antiq. Ancient Seals, and Town-piece, * Lel. Itin. ii. 92. 
| | the 


the year 1310, when Biſhop Drokensford granted the lepers here a brief to collect 
alms throughout his dioceſe for their ſupport. An indulgence alſo was granted, by 
Richard Metford biſhop of Saliſbury, to the benefactors of this hoſpital.” 


The living of Langport, being vicarial, is united with that of Huiſh, and both form a 
peculiar of the archdeacon of Wells. The Rev. John Michell is the preſent incumbent. 


The church ſtands on an eminence at the eaſt end of the town, and is dedicated to 
All-Saints, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ailes, and two chapels, and a 
veſtry-room (formerly a confeſſional) in ruins.* There is a good tower at the weſt 


end, in which are five bells; on the weſt ſide of it are four large niches, which formerly 
contained ſtatues long ſince gone. 


The ſouth chapel was built (as it is ſaid) by the family of Herne or Heron, one of ; 
whom lies buried here under a large ſtone-tomb covered with grey marble: the braſs- 
plates which contained the inſcription. are ſtript off, and the arms defaced ; but in all 
the three windows are theſe arms: Per feſſe argent and ſable, a pale counterchanged, 
three herons of the firſt, In the ſouth window, 1. On a roundle gules a hernſhaw 
argent. 2. Sable, three ſwords in pile argent: Pawlet. 


In the eaſt window of the north chapel is the figure of St. Ambroſe, De theſe arms, 


viz. Argent, a feſle nebulee gules, . by a bend or; impaling argent a chevron 
* between three acorns or. 


In the north windows of the chancel are the figures of the Virgin Mary, St. Gabriel, 
St. Elizabeth, St. Clement, St- Catherine, and others. 


Againſt the north wall is a ſmall monument of black and white iti inſcribed, 
e Juxta in progenitorum ſepulchro jacet Johannes Michell, vir ſumma humanitate, et 
incorrupta fide infignis. - Qui tum in arte chirurgica, tum in medicamentaria, multum 
verſatus, affliftis nocte dieque, quam maxime potuit, opem ferebat. Omnibus quibus 
innotuit flebilis occidit Jan. 12, A. D. 1761, #tatis 40. Uxor mcerens tam chari con- 
jugis deſiderio, in ejus memoriam hoc monumentum erexit.” Arms, Gules, a chevron 
between three ſwans argent. 


At the entrance of the chancel, on another ſmall monument of black and white 8 


marble: <« Infra ſepultus eſt Johannes Michell, A. M. hujus eccleſiæ vicarius, qui 
Martij die 28* Anno Domini 17447, ætat. ſuæ 522 deceſſit.“ 


A little to the eaſt of the church is a ſmall old building, vulgarly called the Hanging- 
Chapel, i in which is kept a free-ſchool founded by Thomas Gillet, of Compton-Paunce- 
fort, in the laſt century. The road to Yeovil paſſes under the arched gateway of this 
ſtructure, which on this ſide gives the place at entrance the appearance of a fortified 
town. Its military tranſactions however have been few, and we have little recorded 
in this reſpect, if we except the hoſtilities of the laſt century; when, July 10, 1645, a 
brigade of Lord Goring's army, being ſtationed here to guard a paſs, were overpowered 
by the rebels, and 5 to a diſorderly retreat with the loſs of three hundred men 


Archer. a. MS, 862, 5 8 21785. 
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killed and taken. In this action Sir John Digby received a wound, of which he ſhortly 
after died. 


This town has a market on Saturday, and four fairs, viz. the ſecond Monday in Lent, 
Old-Midſummer, Michaelmas, and St. Martin's danny. and gave title of Baron to 
Charles Lord Berkeley of Rathdown. 


> Mercurius Belgicus, p. 49. 


RX CREE L.NSY, 
Or, Taz GREAT ISLAND; 


O called by reaſon of its being incloſed between the rivers Ivel and Parret,* and its 
being frequently inſulated by the ſtagnant waters of the ſurrounding moors, is a 
pariſh two miles ſouth from Langport, conſiſting of the village of its name, in which 


are about thirty houſes; the hamlet of ThHñoRNEVY ſouthward; and MucneLney-HamM 
eaſtward, each containing nine houſes. 


The village of Muchelney is rendered memorable for its very ancient and rich abbey, 
founded by Athelſtan, king of the Weſt-Saxons, A. D. 939. That king, in the earlier 
part of his reign, having given too implicit credit to certain falſe inſinuations of the 
deſign of his brother Edwin againſt his life, cauſed him to be ſent with only one atten- 
dant in an open. boat into the ſtormy ſea, where he periſhed in the waves. Repenting 


afterwards of this raſh and cruel action, he is ſaid, by way of penance, to have ſhut . 


himſelf up in a cell at Langport for ſeven years; and at the expiration of that term, as 
an atonement for his crime, to have founded in the adjacent village of Muchelney an 
abbey of Benedictine monks, which he dedicated to the honour of St, Peter and St. 
Paul. To this foundation, which by ſome is aſcribed to King Ina, many monarchs 


' were benefactors both before and after the. Norman Conqueſt. At that period, as 


appears by the general ſurvey, the abbey was poſſeſſed of the following territories : 


« The church of St. Peter of MiczLtwye holds four carucates of land, which never 
ee gelded, in theſe three iſlands, Michelenie, Midelenie, and Torleie. There are in demeſne 
ce two carucates, and one arpent [or acre] of vineyard, There are four ſervants, and 


. © three villanes, and eighteen cottagers, with two ploughs. There are two fiſheries 


e which produce fix thoufand eels; and twenty-five acres of meadow, and twelve acres 
« of wood, and one hundred acres of paſture. It was and is worth three pounds,” 


e te The firſt upon the right, as from her ſource, doth make | 
a Large Muchelney an iſle. PoLYOLBION, p. 48. 
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Their other lands in this county, as recited in the fame record, were Cipeſtable, 
[ Chipftaple] Ileminſtre, [ Lminſter] Ifle, ¶ Me-Abbots] Draitune, [Drayton] Camelle, 
' [Weſt-Camel]-and Cathangre, [ Cathanger] in the pariſh of Fivehead. Beſides which 
the abbot and convent had afterwards the manor of Downhead, Middle-Chilcombe, 
Weſt-Earnſhill, and Eaſt-Earnſhill; lands in Drayton, Burton, Bere, Ilford, Ilminfter, 
Martock, and other places;* with the churches of Muchelney, Chipſtaple, Somerton, 
Iſle-Abbots, Fivehead, Merriot, Ilminſter, and the chapel of Drayton.* 12 Henry II. 
the abbot certified to the King that he, in like manner with his predeceſſors in the mona- 
ſtery, held his lands by the ſervice of one knight's fee, which fee was then partly held 
by Richard Revel, and partly by Margaret daughter of Ralph Tabuel.* In the time 
of King John the abbot was by an order from the crown diſpoſſeſſed of his lands and 
chattels, and gave three marks of gold to have reſtoration of the abbey and its poſſeſ- 
ſions.” 14 Henry III. the abbot paid three marks for one knight's fee, to the aid for 
the King's firſt paſſage into Britanny,* and 38 Henry III. the fame ſum to the aid for 
making the King's eldeſt ſon a knight. In the taxation of Pope Nicholas temp. Edw. I. 
the abbot's revenues in Muchelney were valued at ſeven pounds fourteen ſhillings. 


Of this monaſtery the King was —_— patron; and the abbots were ſummoned to 
the convocation. 

Richard was abbot in 1201, 

Walter, 1248. 

William de Givele, 1274. 

John de Hentone, 1304. He died June 9, 1334. 

John de Somerton was confirmed July 19, 1334. 

Thomas de Overton, 1353 and 1368. 

William de Shepton, 1375 and 1387. 

John de Bruton, 1399 and 1432. 

John de Charde was elected in 1432. He was canon of Wells, and prebendary of 
the prebend of Ilminſter.* He died Sept. 10, 1463. 

Thomas Pipe, elected Sept. 21, 1463. There were fourteen monks then in the abbey.” 

William de Crewkerne occurs abbot 1465, 1467, and 1468.“ 

John Bracey was at the election of John Gunthrop, dean of Wells, 1472. He died 
May 16, 1490. . 

William de Wick ſucceeded June 15, 1490. Fiſteen monks were then in the 
abbey, and two abſent. He died in the month of October 1504. 

Thomas Broke was confirmed Jan. 21, 1504, and died in 1522. 


< Cart, Antiq. 4 Taxat. Spiritual. * Lib. Nig. Scac. i. 89. Mag. Rot. 3 Joh. 
© Ibid. 14 Hen, III. >» Ibid. 38 Hen. III. i Taxat, Temporal, 
Adam de Domerham in Prefat. p. xxx. 
Archer's account of Religious Houſes ; in Walter Hemingford's Chronicle, 621. 
Adam de Domerham, ut ſupra. 
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John Scherborne was elected oa. 10, and confirmed Nov. 6, 1522. 


Thomas Yve was the laſt abbot," who with Richard Coſcob, prior, John Montague, 


and eight others, ſubſcribed to the ſupremacy July 2, 1534, and afterwards to the 
ſurrender Jan. 3, 1539. In 1553, there remained in charge of annuities 61.” 


The revenues of this abbey were in 1444 valued at 971. 38. 4d. and 1534, at 4471. 
58. 30 Henry VIII. the King granted to Edward earl of Hertford the monaſtery 
and manor of Muchelney, with the manors of Drayton and Weſton, Middleney, Lang- 
Poſes and Othery, Yarnhill, Weſt-Camel, Downſhead, Iſle-Abbots, Ilminſter, Ilcombe, 

ivehead, Chipſtaple, Ivell, Ilcheſter, Milton, and Marſton, moſt of them belonging 
to chis monaſtery. The manor of Muchelney belongs now to Walter Long, eſq. 
Another manor in this Pariſh 1 is the property of Bethune, eſq. 


The abbey, according to William of Worceſter, and a furvey taken juſt after the 
diſſolution, was a large and fine ſtructure; the church was one hundred and fifty-fix 
feet long, and forty-five feet broad; the length of the cloiſter was eighty- one feet, the 
breadth fifty- one feet; there was a chapel in it dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin Mary.” 
It ſtood adjoining to the preſent church- yard; the buildings are now moſtly taken down, 
and the remaining part converted into a farm-houſe, till diſtinguiſhed by the appel- 
lation of the abbey. Moſt of the houſe and offices now ſtanding have .an ancient 
appearance, being in the Gothick ſtile, with battlements, fine arched windows, ſtone 
ſtaircaſes, and large quoins. In ſeveral of the windows there are the fragments of 
what once was finely painted glaſs. In the adjoining orchard the foundations of the 
ancient ſtructure may eaſily be traced to a great extent. It is ſurrounded by old vene- 


rable elms, and ſeems to have been a place well adapted to retirement and religious 
contemplation, 


The church of Muchelney was in 1292 valued at nine marks. In pa there was 
an ordination of the vicarage by Walter Haſelſhaw biſhop of Bath and Wells, by 
which it was articled that the vicar for the time being ſhould have all that houſe 
and curtillage, then occupied by Richard Baldewyne of Martock, vicar of the ſaid 
church, that he ſhould have from the abbey cellar every day one of the monks” large 
loaves, and two pitchers of the beſt conventual ale, and from the abbey kitchen 
twice a week, viz.. Sundays and Tueſdays, a diſh of meat; but the reſt of the week 
only a diſh of eggs or fiſh, at the pleaſure of the kitchen ſteward. The vicar and 
his ſucceſſors were to, receive yearly from the ſexton of Muchelney for the time being, 
at the four. uſual quarters of the year, four pounds of ſilver t6 defray charges; alſo 
all the money offered .on ſabbath-days, as well at Muchelney, as in the chapel at 
Drayton annexed thereto, as alſo all the money offered at funeral ſolemnities as well at 
firſt as ſecond maſs; alſo legacies left and maſs-pence offered for the deceaſed; alſo all 
the bread, and eggs, and other oblations at the croſs on Whitſunday and Eaſter-day, 
in the church at Muchelney, and the chapel of Drayton, as alſo all confeſſional obla- 
tions and gifts at purifications. The abbot and convent to receive all tithes great - 


Archer, ut ſupra. Willis's Hiſt. of Abbies, ii. 199, » Archer. Strachey's Liſt, 661, 
' Itin, Willelm. de Worceſtre, 150. - * Taxat, Spiritual. 
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and ſmall belonging both to Muchelney and Drayton, and every other perquiſite not 
above ſpecified; and the vicar to ſuſtain all epiſcopal, archidiaconal, and other ordinary 
charges, beſides archdeacon's procurations, and to find a proper chaplain to officiate in 
the chapel of Drayton. This ordination is dated at Chew Dec. 2, A. D. 1308. 


This vicarage lies in the deanery of Ilcheſter. The dean and chapter of Briſtol are 
patrons, and the Rev. Thomas Powell is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, and conſiſts of a nave and chan- 
cel tiled, and north and ſouth ailes leaded. At the weſt end ſtands an embattled tower, 
containing five bells. In ſome of the windows are the remains of painted glaſs, but 
little perfect. In the ſouth wall of the chancel are three niches or tabernacles. 


* Excerpt e Regiſt, Wellen. Etiam in Appendice ad Prefat. Ad. de Domerham, Hiſt, p. ati. 
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HIS territory, lying at the very northernmoſt extremity of the county, and 
in a very. recluſe angle thereof, ſeems as it were a province of itſelf, and 
not continuous with that large tract of country to which it really belongs; 
having the ſea on the weſt and northweſt; and the river Avon, which 
divides it from Glouceſterſhire, on the eaſt and northeaſt; and being on the ſouth 
ſec ludedfrom the inland parts by a long and lofty ridge of mountain, extending from 
the intrenchments of Burwalls on the Avon over againſt the village of Clifton, 
to Clevedon-flats oppoſite the coaſt of Cardiff in South-Wales. The plain ſouth- 
ward of this ridge was formerly a branch of the ſea, which, according to unvaried 
tradition, waſhed as high as the vale of Aston; but when its waters retired, theſe parts 
became moors, which are in wet ſeaſons ſtill-covered with ſtagnant water, and are deep 
and ſwampy, like all ſuch, other parts of the coaſt as have once been viſited and at 
length forſaken by the waters of the ſea, 


This diſtrict, being thus retired, and fortified on three ſides by the ſea and the river, 
and on the fourth by a natural embankment, was a moſt advantageous ſpot for the 
Romans to exerciſe their arms, to defend themſelves againſt the inroads of the inhabi- 
tants of the ſouthern and eaſtern countries, and to obſerve the tranſactions of the 
oppoſite Tranſabrinians. One of their military ways (in many parts ſtill plain and 
viſible) coming from Axbridge, and the Pouldon-Hills near Bridgwater, paſſes tranſ- 
verſely through it towards the ſea at Portiſhead, where was a paſſage to ca- Silurum, 
now called Caerleon, in Monmouthſhire, the principal town they had on that fide of 
the water, n | 
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To this remote corner alſo tends that egregious boundary of the Belgick warriors, 
called Wanſdike, or Wanditch, which we have had ſo frequent occaſion to take notice 
of. Its courſe is directed hither. from the ancient fortification of Mays-Knoll in the 


tithing of Norton-Hautville ſoutheaſtward, whoſe lofty weſtern rampart ſeems to have 


been a poſt of obſervation for all theſe parts. Deſcending the hill it croſſes Highridge- 
Common, where its tract is ſtill viſible, and ſoon after thwarting the great weſtern road 
from Briſtol to Bridgwater, forms by its vallum a deep narrow lane overhung with 
wood and briars leading to Yarley-ſtreet in the pariſh of Long-Aſhron. From Yanley 
it traverſes the meadows to a lane anciently denominated from it Wondeſdich-Lane, as 
appears from a deed dated at Aſhton 3 Edw. II. wherein William Gondulph grants to 
Adam de Cloptone a cottage with a piece of land adjoining to it in Ayſtone juxta Briſtoll, 
ſituated on the eaſtern ſide Venelle de Wondeſdich." Here it croſſes the Aſhton road at 
Rayenes-Croſs, and aſcending the hill, enters the hundred of Portbury in the pariſh 
of Wraxall, and terminates at the ancient port of Portiſhead abovementioned on the 
Severn ſea. | | 


In the time of King William the Conqueror the hundred of Portbury was certified 
to contain eighty-ſix hides and a half, ſixty-three of which with one yard-land were 
rated to the King; the reſt was held by the barons, the Biſhop of Coutances, Ernulph 
de Heſding, and others.” 14 Henry II. the ſheriff accounted one hundred ſhillings for 
murder committed in this hundred, which ſum was paid out of it as an amerciament 
to the King. 8 Edw. I. it was found by the inquiſition taken after the deceaſe of 
Maurice de Berkeley, that the ſaid Maurice held the out hundred of Portbury in chief 
of the King, and that his anceſtors had holden the ſame time out of memory." 


Some of the pariſhes belonging to this hundred are ſituated in the moors ſouthward; 


the reſt lie behind the hills towards the Briſtol Channel, into which the river Avon, 


emptying itſelf at the very northernmoſt point, forms by its conflux with the Severn an 
excellent road or ſtation for ſhips, called K:ngroad. 


* Ex Autog, penes J. H. Smyth, baronet. » Inq. Gheldi, © Mag. Rot. 14 Hen, II. r. 10. b. * Eſc, 
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HIS place, which gives name to the hundred, and was in former times the prin- 
| cipal town in all theſe parts, is ſituated in the valley northward from that tract 

of mountain we have juſt now ſpoken of, and betwixt it and the harbour of Kingroad 
in the Briſtol Channel. It was anciently a town of the Romans, as appears from the 
indubitable evidence of coins of the Lower empire, and maſſive foundations of old build- 
ings; and alſo from the Military way, which has been already mentioned, traverſing the 
hill hitherward from Axbridge. But perhaps we muſt not give too implicit credit to 
thoſe who affirm, without any very good foundation, that this was the ſtation called 
Nidus, ſet down as the next place to Bomium in the twelfth Iter of Antoninus. Its 
preſent name is derived from the Saxon Popr, a Port, and Bunz, a fortified town, 
which is ſufficiently expreſſive of its ancient conſequence, and countenances the tradition. 
that the towns of Portbury and Portiſhead were once joined, and that the latter was the 
port of this country before the city of Briſtol had its being. 


Among the various donations which William the Conqueror made to his favourite 
Geffery biſhop of Coutances, the following manors are noted within this hundred: 
Porberie, [Portbury] Porteſhe, [Portiſhead] Efone, [Eaſton in Gordano] Weroco/ale,. 
LWraxall] Meſtone, [Weſton in Gordano] and Clotune, [Clapton in Gordano].* Of 
which this manor of Portbury, being near Briſtol the place of his reſidence, and where 
he had the chief government of the caſtle, was kept in his own hands, as we learn from. 
the following record: | 


« The Biſhop himſelf holds Poxszrie. Goduin held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for eight hides. The arable is eighteen carucates. In demeſne 
es are two carucates, and thirteen ſervants, and twenty villanes, and ſeventeen cottagers, 
« with ſixteen ploughs. There are two mills of fix ſhillings rent, and one hundred and. 
« fifty acres of meadow. Paſture ſeventeen furlongs long, and two furlongs broad. 
« Wood one mile long, and five furlongs broad. It was and is worth fifteen pounds 


Theſe lands, having been given to the Biſhop of Coutances only for the term of his. 
life, on his death in 1093 reſorted to the crown, and were granted to Harding, a rich 
merchant, and governor of the city of Briſtol, who came into this country with the 
Conqueror, and was a ſon of one of the kings of Denmark. This Harding was father 
of Robert, who, according to the uſage of thoſe times, called himſelf Fitz-Harding, or 
the ſon of Harding, and was alſo governor of Briſtol, and one of thoſe who aided. 
Maud the Empreſs and her ſon Henry againſt King Stephen, for which ſervice he was. 
by them created Lord Berkeley. He procured a weekly market for this place, and a fair 
yearly, and ſometime reſided here. His ſon Maurice married Alice the daughter of 
Roger lord Berkeley of Durſley, and was progenitor of the ſeveral branches of the great 


 * Vide Antonini Iter Britanniarum xii. Horſley's Britannia Romana, 464, 465 ,. 


5 See Domeſday Book. 52 Ibid.. 6 
and 
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and noble family of the Berkeleys, i in which the manors of LEON and Portiſhead 
continued for a long ſeries of deſcents, till it became veſted in the family of Coke, of 
 Holkham in Norfolk, into which two females of the houſe of Berkeley had inter- 
married. Of which family was Sir Edward Coke, knt. lord chief Juſtice of England in 
the time of James I. and from him deſcended Thomas Coke, who in 1728 was created 
Baron Lovel of Holkham in Norfolk, and in 1744, Viſcount Coke and Earl of Lei- 
ceſter. He married Margaret daughter and coheireſs of Thomas Tufton earl of 
Thanet, by whom he had iſſue an only ſon Edward, who died without iſſue in 1753; 
and his father dying in 1759, the title became extin&; and the manors of Portbury and 
Portiſhead, with the hundred of Portbury, deſcended to Thomas Wenman Coke, of 
Holkham-hall in the county of Norfolk, eſq; who in the * 1781 ſold them to James 
Gordon, eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor. A 


An eſtate in this pariſh having been given by one of the Berkeley family to the 
Auguſtin priory of Bromere in Hampſhire, a cell was here eſtabliſhgd ſubſervient to 
that houſe, and five or ſix monks were reſident therein. In 1293 this eſtate was valued 
at nine marks, or 61.* 20 Edw. III. Maurice de Berkeley is certified to hold half a 
knight's fee in Portbury, and the prior of Bromere the other half.. After the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of that priory King Henry VIII. granted the manor or farm of Portbury-Priors, 
| with other lands belonging thereto to Henry marquis of Exeter, who loſing his life in 
1538, for correſponding with Cardinal Poole, the ſaid premiſes came again to the 
crown, and the ſame King in the 34th year of his reign granted the manor, grange, or 
farm of Portbury-priors, with lands and appertenances, to Robert Goodwin and his 
| heirs, to be held of him in chief by the ſervice of the twentieth part of a knight's fee. 
After this the priory lands were poſſeſſed by John Digby earl of Briſtol, and being now 
moſtly incorporated with the manor, are the property. of James Gordon, eſq. The 
ruinated ſhell of the monaſtick grange, called by the inhabitants the Priory, is ſtill ſtand- 
ing, venerably clothed with ivy. And on the ſlope of the hill is a wood called Prior's 
Mood, the property of Henry Goodwin, of Charlton in the pariſh of Wraxall, eſq. 


This pariſh is divided into the following tithings: 


1. Honoux TN | 5. SIT WAV“ ] 8. PzTzR's TiTHING 
2. CouxT TiTHING 6. CaSWwELL . 9. Wick, and 
3. ABBoT's Tire 7. Ham-Grzen © | 10, WoLcomsE. 


4. CRoss TITHING 


The church of Portbury was in 1292 valued at fifteen marks." It is a vicarage in 
the deanery of Redcliff and Bedminſter. The Biſhop of Briſtol is patron, and the 


* Taxat. Tempora. Lib. Feod, Pat. 28 Hen. VIII. p. 1. Pat. 34 Hen. VIII. p. 12. 
»The name of this place, which lies between Portbury and Portiſhead, ſavours ſtrongly of maritime affairs, 
being compounded of the Saxon Scip, a ſhip, and Weg, a way, or according to the Domeſday etymology, 
Won, a village. It was held in the time of King Edward the Confeſſor by Brictric, and after the Conqueſt 
by Aluric, a thane, and conſiſted of half a carucate of land, worth five ſhillings. Lib. Dome/day. 
At CasweLL near this was an eſtate of the Arthurs of Clapton, and there were anciently ſeveral ſmall 
_—_— this pariſh, all held under the family of Berkeley, 
i Taxat. Spiritual, 
Rev. 
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Rev. Dr. Caſberd the preſent incumbent. It was formerly appropriated to the abbey 
of St. Auguſtine in Briſtol, and after its diſſolution the rectory and advowſon of the 
vicarage were ſettled on the newly erected biſhoprick of Briſtol.* 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and is a large ſtructure, conſiſting of a nave, 
chancel, north and ſouth ailes, and chapel (dedicated to St. Mary) with a large and 
good tower at the weſt end, containing five bells. There is alſo a faint's bell. In the 
ſouth wall of the chancel are three large niches, with a fourth above it, which is ſmaller, 
and has at the bottom a baſon for holy water. There are three ſimilar arches in the 
ſouth wall of the ſouth aile. 


11 Edw. III. Thomas lord Berkeley gave certain lands in this pariſh to the vicar of 
the church to celebrate the anniverſary of Lady Eve, his mother, on St. Nicholas's- 
day, by placebo and dirige, with a maſs; aſſigning to the two chaplains there, if preſent, 
two-pence a piece. Alſo to do the like upon the anniverſary of Margaret his wife, 
daughter of Roger Mortimer earl of March, and his own when he ſhould depart this 
life. He likewiſe gave a meſſuage, fifty acres of land, and forty ſhillings rent in Port- 
bury, for a prieft to ſing in our Lady chapel there for the fouls of all his anceſtors, 
himſelf, his ſucceſſors, and all the faithful deceaſed.” After the diffolution of this 
laſt-mentioned chantry, William Powell the laſt incumbent was allowed a penſion of 
21. 13s 4d.“ Maurice, eldeſt ſon of the ſaid Thomas Lord Berkeley, 23 Edw. III. 
gave lands in this pariſh to Walter Rope his chaplain, to pray daily in the chapel of St. 
Mary abovementioned for the good eſtate of his father, and Lady Catherine then his 
wife: likewiſe for his own ſoul, and the ſoul of Elizabeth his own wife, as alſo for the 
ſouls of Lord Maurice and Lady Eve Berkeley his grandfather and grandmother, and 
Lady Margaret his mother, 28 Edw, III. he made a grant of other lands in this 
pariſh to a ſimilar purpoſe to Richard March his chaplain.” | 

Lady Eve Berkeley, the wife of the third Lord Maurice Berkeley, with many others 
of the ſame family, was buried in this church; but there are no monuments remaining; 
and the only memorial of note is a braſs-plate affixed to the wall of the north aile, 

- whereon is the portraiture of a female kneeling at a deſk, with this inſcription 

cc Sarah uxor Walteri Kemiſh, gen. obijt A. D. 1621, ætatis ſuæ 38.” Behind her are 1 
two children praying, with the names Elizabeth and Fraunces; and at the bottom '2 
two infants, with the names inſcribed Roger and Frances. Arms, On a chevron three "I 
pheons. On two windows in this aile are the arms of Berkeley, viz. Gules, a chevron 
between ten croſſes patteẽ argent. | 


| | | } 178 

In the church-yard are three very large yew- trees; the firſt of which ſtanding weſt- \M 
ward is nineteen feet in circumference at ſeven feet from the ground, and timber for near 1 

ſixty feet high. The ſecond is eighteen feet round at four feet height, and runs that 
ſize for near twenty feet; the height of the topmoſt branches, which are widely ſpread, 
is ſeventy feet. The third, which is entirely a ſhell, is fifteen feet round at three-feet 
height, and continues that ſize to the height of cighteen feet. Near the ſouth door 


* Pat. 34 Hen. VIII. p. 10. 1 Dugd. Bar. i. 358. 


e Willis's Hiſt, of Abies, ii. 203, » Dugd, Bar, i. 359. A — 
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chere is a fourth, but much ſmaller than the reſt. They altogether exhibit a * ve- 
nerable picture, and are doubtleſs upwards of five hundred years old. 


A. D. 1772, Mr. James Selby, of the city of Briſtol, gave one hundred pounds, the 
intereſt thereof to be diſtributed to the poor of this pariſh for ever. 


A fair is annually held in this pariſh on Whitſun-Monday. 


It appears from the pariſh regiſters that there are about ſixteen chriſtenings, three 
marriages, and fourteen burials, on an average per annum. 


OR T:1:8H EE: AD. 


the northweſt from Portbury ſtands Portiſhead, or the head of the port, from 

Popx, port, and Peped, head, there having been formerly at this point of land 

a harbour, and a paſſage to the coaſt of Monmouthſhire and Wales. The inhabitants 
corruptly call it Poſſut. 


It is pleafantly ſituated on the ſouth ſide of a high ridge of hills finely wooded, 
which riſe immediately from the ſkirts of the channel, and defend it from the ſtrong 
weſterly winds. At the northeaſt end of the pariſh the hills end, and admit a level 
tract of meadows to the water. The ſhore is very rocky, and in ſome places nearly 
ſixty feet-in perpendicular height. The rocks are compoſed of a kind of grit ſtone, in 
which is ſome gypſum; and on them grow vaſt quantities of the kelp-weed, but no 
other varieties. Flat fiſh and ſhrimps are caught on the beach. A few market-boats 
are employed in carrying corn, cyder, and other goods daily to Briſtol, and in return 
bring bricks, tiles, timber, and ſundry other articles. On the ſpot called Portiſhead- 


Point a fort was erected in the laſt century to command this ſtrait part of the Channel; 


but it was demoliſhed, and only the foundations of the walls now remain. A ſpring 
called Welly-Spring, riſes on Welly-Hill about a mile from the church, and running in 
2 ſmall brook through the village, falls thence into the main channel at the water-mill. 


The Norman furvey calls this place Porteſbe, and thus deſcribes it: 


William holds of the Biſhop, PoxrEs RRE. Aluric held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for eight hides. The arable is eight carucates. In demeſne are 
ce two carucates, with one ſervant, and nine villanes, and four cottagers, with five 
<« ploughs. There is a mill of eight ſhillings rent, and twenty acres of meadow, and 
* one hundred acres of paſture. Coppice wood twelve furlongs long, and three fur- 
<« longs broad. It was and is worth ſeventy ſhillings.” | 


In ſucceeding times this manor of Portiſhead was poſſeſſed by the ſame lords as that 
of Portbury, and is now the property of James Gordon, eſq. 2 Henry IV. Thomas 
lord Berkeley obtained of that King a charter of free-warren for himſelf, his heirs, and 


ſucceſſors, in this his manor of Portiſhead, and alſo in the manors of 1 Walton, 
and Charlton, in the pariſh of Wraxall.* 


Lib. Domeſday. | Cart. 2 Hen. IV. p. 2. n. 2. | Within 
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Within this manor of Portiſhead is Cayzxor-CovarT, which formerly belonged to 
a family of that name, being held by them of the Percevals of Weſton.* In the time 
of Queen Elizabeth, Richard Chocke, eſq; held this manor with its appertenances of 
James Perceval as of his manor of Weſton in Gordano, by the ſervice of the twentieth 
part of a knight's fee." It afterwards came to the Mohuns of Fleet in the county of 
Dorſet, a family deſcended from Robert, fifth brother of John Mohun, anceſtor to the 
Mohuns of Dunſter-Caſtle, and from them paſſed to the family of Fuſt by the mar- 
riage of Elizabeth, daughter and heir of William Mohun, eſq; with Sir Edward Fuſt, 
bart. only ſurviving ſon and heir of Sir John Fuſt, of Hill-court in the county of 
Glouceſter, bart. and it now is the property of Lady Fuſt, relict of the late Sir John 
Fuſt, great-grandſon of Sir Edward abovementioned. | 


The living of Portiſhead was valued in 1292 at twelve marks five ſhillings and four- 
pence; the church of Weſt-Harptree having a penſion out of it of eight ſhillings.* It 
is a rectory in the deanery of Redcliff and Bedminſter, and in the gift of the chamber of 


Briſtol, who have here a very large eſtate, The Rev. James Brown is the preſent 
incumbent. | 


The church is a good building, decorated with a very lofty and beautiful tower, 
crowned with elegant pinnacles, and of excellent maſonry. 


In the upper end of the north aile are inſcriptions for William Mohun, eſa; who died 
March 23, 1681, and Mary his wife, who died July 26, 1692; and for Grace, wife of 
Robert Halſwell, eſq; who died Auguſt 29, 1657, aged 70. This is the family vault 
of the Mohuns and Fuſts, and over the graves are banners with the arms of Sir Edward 
Fuſt, and on a hatchment thoſe of Mohun, impaling Morgan of Eaſton. 


Next the chancel is a ſtone to the memory of John Read, D. D. vicar of St. Nicholas 
in Briſtol, and prebendary of Wells, who died 15 Feb. 1712, aged 62 years. 


On the ſouth wall of the chancel is a black marble monument, inſcribed, — 
« Johannes Lovel, hujus parochiæ rector, quadraginta octo annorum obijt decimo 
nono die Martij, anno ſalutis 1748, ætatis ſuæ 79. Maria Lovel, uxor Johannis 
Lovel, hujus parochiæ rectoris, ex antiqui et honeſta familia Brentorum in agro Somer- 
ſetenſi oriunda, filia reverendi viri Humphredi Brent, olim de Bedminſter cum eccleſiis 
annexis digniſſimi vicarii, et Franciſcæ uxoris, ex familia Hawkinſiorum, in urbe Briſ- 
tollienſi diu et bene nota, haud minorem ſtirpi retulit quam ſuſcepit gratiam. Deo, 
Marito, parentibus et amicis debita dum vixit officia perſolvens, coronam virtutis ac- 
cepit 1 die Januarij, anno ſalutis 17 20, ætatis 47. In gratam piamque memoriam 
parentum et dilectiſſimæ conjugis, mceſtiſſimus maritus hunc lapidem locari voluit.” 


3 In the — is a croſs of five rows of ſteps, and a pillar in the centre relye 
cet _ | 


© Cart, Antiq, Eſc. 35 Eliz. Taxat. Spiritual. 
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EXSTON = G oN DAN o; 
| or, Sr. GEORGE's 


Aſtward from the pariſhes of Portbury and Portiſhead, ith village of Eaſton 

in Gordano, otherwiſe called S. George's, from the dedication of its pariſh church 
to that heroick Britiſh ſaint, whoſe name in times of chivalry was highly honoured by 
our Engliſh military barons. It is delightfully ſituated on riſing ground, five miles 
northweſt from the city of Briſtol, and within two miles of King-Road harbour, over 
which it commands a very pleaſing proſpect. | 


Upon the river Avon, northeaſtward from the village, ſtands the hamlet of CRock- 
ERNE-P1LL, the buildings of which chiefly aroſe in the laſt century for the habitation 
of mariners, whoſe buſineſs conſiſts in piloting veſſels to and from Briſtol, and down 
the Channel, ſometimes as low as the iſland of Lundy, in which a great number of 
towing boats and yawls are conſtantly employed, beſides ſkiffs which ply down the 
channel in ſpeculation for the arrival of veſſels. 


In our early records this whole pariſh is expreſſed by the ſingle name of Eſtone, 
which it obtained from its eaſterly ſituation from the hundred town of Portbury, being 
at the Conqueſt held by the ſame perſon, viz. Geffery biſhop of Coutances: 


ce Roger holds of the Biſhop, EsTone. Ailric held it in the time of King Edward, 
ec and gelded for twelve hides. The arable is nine carucates. In demeſne are two 
ec carucates, and three ſervants, and fourteen villanes, and ſeven cottagers, with ſeven 

« ploughs. There is a mill of fifty-pence rent, and thirty-ſix acres of meadow, and 
* thirty acres of wood, and one hundred acres of paſture. It was worth ten pounds, 
4 now ſeven pounds.“ 


Very ſoon after the biſhop's deceaſe, King William Rufus gave this whole manor of 
Eaſton to Robert Fitz-Hamon, on whom he had juſt before conferred the honour and 
earldom of Glouceſter, as a reward for his ſervices in aiding to quell the faction excited 
againſt him in favour of his brother Robert duke of Normandy. This Robert had four 
daughters, whereof Mabel the eldeſt carried this manor in Marriage to Robert de 
Mellent, who was created Earl of Glouceſter A. D. 1100. 


This Robert had a principal ſhare in all the perturbations of the reign of King 
Stephen, being a ſtrenuous advocate for the cauſe of the Emprefs Maud, for whom he 
raiſed forces, and manned divers fortifications. He built the caſtle of Briſtol of ſtone 
which came from Normandy, and gave every tenth ſtone thereof towards the building 
a chapel to the honour of St. Mary in the priory of St. James, which he had founded 
in that city. He likewiſe built the caſtle of Cardiff, and founded the abbey of Margam 
in Glamorganſhire, and was a benefactor to the monaſteries of Neath, Tewkeſbury, 
and Glouceſter. He died A. D. 1147, and was buried in the choir of the priory of 
St. James in Briſtol abovementioned under a green jaſper ſtone.* 

* Lib, Domeſday. > Dugd. Bar. i. 535. © Ibid. | 
day gd 535 William, 
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William, his eldeft ſon and ſucceſſor, was founder of the monaſtery of Keynſham, 
which he amply endowed with lands and revenues out of the honour of Glouceſter.* 
He reſided for the moſt part at Cardiff-caſtle in Glamorganſhire, being the chief lord 
of all that province, then called Owladvorgan, or the Land of Morgan, which he 
poſſeſſed by hereditary right from Robert Fitz-Hamon, who in the time of William II. 
had, with his twelve knights, put all that territory under his ſubjection. It is related 
that this Earl William in the enjoyment of his poſſeſſions in this country experienced 
much annoyance from one of his vaſſals of the name of Yvor, ſurnamed Bach, on 
account of the remarkable ſmallneſs of his ſtature, He was withal a perſon of incre- 
dible ſpirit and animoſity, and had his habitation chiefly in the woods and mountains, 
of which ſylvan retreats the Earl with his men at Cardiff had often uſed the means to 
bereave him, or at leaſt confine the limits of his excurſions. The impetuous Y vor not 
brooking this unwelcome treatment, took occaſion on a certain night to approach the 
caſtle of Cardiff with divers of his adherents, and though the battlements were lofty 
and well guarded, there being in the caſtle no leſs than one hundred and twenty ſol- 


diers, beſides a great number of archers, he found means to ſcale the walls, and took 


away this William earl of Glouceſter, with his counteſs and their young ſon; and car- 


rying them to the woods, refuſed to releaſe them till he had aſſurance of the full reſti- 
tution of his property. . 


One of this Earls retinue in Wales was Peter de Salſa Mariſco, or Saltmarſh, to 
whom for his truſty ſervices he granted lands of very conſiderable value lying in this 
pariſh of Eaſton, and thoſe of Weſton and Clapton, and in other parts of the hundred 


of Portbury, to hold of him by the ſervice of the fourth part of a knights fee. Geoffiy 


de Mariſco, a deſcendant of this Peter, in the time of Henry III. gave theſe lands in 
marriage with his grandaughter to Emerick de Gardino, or Gordein, an ancient family, 
who principally reſiding in this neighbourhood, the places where they poſſeſſed eſtates, 
or in which they had any material intercourſe, became diſtinguiſhed by their names. 
Whence aroſe the corrupt appellations of Eaſton in Gordano, Weſton in Gordano, Clapton 
in Gordano, &c. Notice is taken of this particular, in regard there are ſome who have 
erroneouſly conceived that this whole territory we are now ſpeaking of was anciently 


called Gardinum; and others, equally miſtaken, have given it as their opinion, that the 


ſeveral places to which the diſtinction in queſtion is affixed, having during the minority 
of ſome one of the Berkeleys, been in ward or gardien to the King, were thence cogno- 
minated to preſerve the memory of ſuch a circumſtance occurring in the manerial pro- 
perty of that illuſtrious family. 

But to return to the Earl of Glouceſter. Having diſtinguiſhed himſelf by many 
military exploits, and more by his munificence to monaſteries and religious eſtabliſn- 


ments, he died A. D. 1173, and was buried in the abbey of Keynſham. He married. 


« See Vol. i. p. 402. * Giraldi Cambrenſis Itin. Cambr. lib. i. cap. 6. Cart. Anti 


* Teſta de Nevil Somſ. et ap. Cart. Antiq. Ralph de Gardino, one of the ſame family, was living at Clevedon 
in the time of Ric. I. and held lands there of Matthew de Clivedon. Thomas de Gardino, 47 Hen. III. held a 
carucate of land in Weſt-Harptree of Robert de Gournay. 17 Edw. I. William de Gardino held lands and te- 
nements in the town of Somerton, and a meſſuage and lands in the FO of Farrington, 2 * of 
this i were ſeated in Dorſetſhire and Devonſhire. 
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Hawiſe, daughter of Robert earl of Leiceſter, and by her had iſſue one ſon, Robert, 
who died in his father's life-time, and was alſo buried at Keynſham, and three daughters, 
viz. Mabil, wife of the Earl of Evereux, Amice, wife of Richard de Clare earl of 
Hertford, and Iſabel. Almaric, the ſon of Mabil the eldeſt daughter by the Earl of 

Evereux, dying without iſſue, the inheritance of the honour and eſtate totally devolved 
to Amice the wife of Richard de Clare, the next ſiſter." 


By which Richard the ſaid Amice had iſſue Gilbert de Clare, who was the firſt Earl 
of Glouceſter and Hertford jointly, and dying in 1229, 14 Henry III. left iſſue by 
Iſabel his wife, daughter and coheir of William Mareſchal earl of Pembroke, three 


ſons, Richard, who ſucceeded him, William, and Gilbert; as alſo three daughters, 
Amice, Agnes, and Iſabel. 


Which Richard de Clare was, like moſt of his anceſtors, a military man, and ſerved 

King Henry III. in the different capacities of general, ambaſſador, and counſellor. 
Under him this manor was held by Sir Ignatius de Clyfton, knt. The epitaph on 
his tomb at Tewkeſbury, 1 in the choir of which church he was buried, on the right- 
hand of his father, in 1262, 46 Henry III. is fully expreſſive of the character of this 


great man. 


Pic pudor wippoliti, waridis gena, ſenſus Uliſlis, 
Aeneae pietas, IÞettoris ira jacent. 


Gilbert his ſon and heir, having a fair and ruddy complexion,' acquired g ſurname 
of Rufus, or Red Gilbert. He married Alice de March, daughter of Guy earl of 
Angoleſme, from whom he was divorced, and took to his fecond wife Joan of Acres, 
daughter of King Edw. I. to whom, in order to conciliate the match, he gave up the 
inheritance of all his caſtles and manors in England and Wales, among the reſt this 
manor of Eaſton in Gordano, which the ſheriff had a mandate to ſeize into the King's 
hands.“ But theſe lands were ſoon afterwards reſtored, and the ſaid Gilbert de Clare 
died ſeized of this manor 24 Edw. I. leaving iſſue Gilbert his ſon and heir, then five 
years of age, as alſo three daughters, Eleanor, Margaret, and Elizabeth." 


Which Gilbert was a chief commander in moſt of the expeditions of the armies of 
Edw. II. and being 7 Edw. II. captain of the van-guard of the King's hoſt in Scot- 
land, had the misfortune to be ſlain in the battle of Bannockbouine near Striveling, 
whence his body was ſent without ranſom to England to be ihterred. Dying without 
any ſurviving iſſue, his three ſiſters became his heirs, viz. Eleanor the wife of Hugh le 
| Deſpenſer, Margaret the wife of Piers de Gaveſton, afterwards of Hugh de Audley, 
and Elizabeth the wife of John de Burgh, ſon of Richard earl of Ulſter in Ireland, 
afterwards of Sir Roger D'Amori, knt. Between which ſiſters the inheritance being 
divided, this manor fell to the ſhare of Elizabeth lady of Ulſter, who by the ſaid John 
de Burgh her huſband had iſſue William de Burgh earl of Ulſter,* whoſe ſole daughter 
and heir Elizabeth was married to Lionel Plantagenet, third ſon of King Edw. III. 
who in 1362 was created Duke of Clarence. He was alſo in right of his ſaid wife 


* Dugd. Bar. i. 536. Cart. Anta. *Dugd. Bar, 213. 1 Lel. Itin. vi. 81. 
Kot. Fin. 18 Ed. I. m. 15. » Eſc,  YDugd, Bar. i. 217. » Le), Itin. vi. 82, Fart 
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Earl of Ulſter, and was one of the companions of the moſt noble order of the garter. 
He died in Italy 43 Edw. III. then ſeized of this manor, leaving by Elizabeth his ſaid 


wife an only daughter Philippa, afterwards married to Edmund Mortimer, the third 
Earl of March of that family. 


To which Edmund earl of March, who in right of his wife held this manor, and 


died ſeized thereof 5 Ric. II. ſucceeded Roger Mortimer earl of March his fon and 
heir, who 17 Ric. II. had livery of all his lands. 19 Ric. II. he was appointed lieute- 
nant of the provinces of Ulſter, Connaught, and Meath, in Ireland, and in the year 
following lord-lieutenant of that whole realm. He was ſlain there 22 Ric. II. and 
being brought to England, was buried with his anceſtors at Wigmore* in Hereford- 


ſhire; leaving iſſue two ſons, Edmund, who ſucceeded him, and Roger, and two 
daughters Anne and Eleanor. 


Which Edmund Mortimer, eldeſt ſon of Roger earl of March, ſucceeded to the title 
and eſtate of his father, and having married Anne daughter of Edmund earl of Stafford, 
died ſeized of this manor 3 Henry VI. without iſſue, whereupon Richard Plantagenet, 
earl of Rutland and Duke of York, ſon of Anne his ſiſter by Richard * of Cam- 
bridge, was found to be heir to his honours and his lands. 


This Richard being ſlain at the battle of Wakefield in 1460, his eſtates became 
confiſcated, and this manor of Eaſton in Gordano, with divers other lands and apper- 
tenances thereto, was given that ſame year to John Yonge, one of the King's juſtices 
of the bench of common-pleas, and to his heirs after him. George duke of Clarence 
at the ſame time releaſing to the ſaid Yonge and his heirs all his right in the faid 
manor, of Eaſton in Gordano, to which he had urged a claim of inheritance." 


This John Yonge was ſon and heir of Thomas Y onge of the city of Briſtol, and was 


lord-mayor of London, and one of the members for that city. He was knighted by ; 


King Edw. IV. to whoſe intereſts he had loyally adhered, and from him, beſides this 
manor received other ſignal marks of approbation. He was ſucceeded in this eſtate by 


Thomas Yonge, who at his death, 17 Edw. IV. held the manor of Eaſton in Gor- 
dano by fealty of William lord Berkeley, leaving Thomas his ſon and heir.“ 


Which Thomas Yonge died ſeized of this manor 21 Henry VII. leaving iſſue a 
ſole daughter and heir Alice, married to William Malet, of Enmore in this county, eſq; 


who by virtue of the ſaid marriage poſed this manor, and held the ſame of the King 
by the ſervice of half a knight's fee.” 


36 Henry VIII. Richard Malet, of Enmore, and Joan his wiſe, ſold this manor 
of Eaſton in Gordano, with its appertenances, and twelve meſſuages, twelve cot- 
tages, one water-mill, twenty-four gardens, twenty-four orchards, one hundred and 
forty acres of arable land, one hundred acres of meadow, two hundred and forty of 
paſture, twenty of wood, four hundred of marſh, 41. 12s. 62d. rent, two pounds of 
pepper, and one caſk of clove- wine, with appertenances in St. George's and Eaſton in 
Gordano, to Richard Morgan, eſq; and his heirs.” In which family it continued. till 

* Eſc, * Ibid, * Dugd. Bar. i, 150. * Eſc. * Rot. Claus. 39 Hen, VI. = Be. / 
| | 7 Ibid, Licence to alienate. = 
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the beginning of the preſent century, when Richard Morgan, dying without iſſue, deviſed 


it to his widow, who left the ſame to Thomas Wilkins, eſq; her grandſon by her former 
huſband, who aſſumed the name of Morgan, and is the preſent owner of this manor. 


The church of Eaſton in Gordano is a prebend belonging to the cathedral of Wells. 
In 1292 it was valued at twelve marks.* The vicarage 1s a peculiar in the deanery 
of Redcliff and Bedminſter; the Rev. Richard Wilkins is the preſent incumbent. 


T he church conſiſts of a nave, chancel, veſtry on the north ſide, and ſouth aile, with 
a handſome tower at the weſt end containing fix bells, and a clock; the tenor bell has 
this poeſy, Come when I call to ſerve God all. 


The upper end of the ſouth aile is the burial-place of the family of Morgan. On 
the eaſt wall are three monuments, the firſt next the chancel, being of marble, has this 
inſcription : « Near this place lyeth the body of Thomas Morgan, of this pariſh, 
eſq; who departed this life the 6th of April 1723, aged 86 years. Alſo the body of 
Mrs. Ann Morgan, relict of the abovenamed Thomas Morgan, eſq; who departed this 
life the 21ſt of Sept. 1747, aged 64. Likewiſe the body of Mrs. Elizabeth Morgan, 
late wife of Thomas Wilkins Morgan, of this pariſh, eſq; who departed this life the 2 1ſt 
of March 1765, aged 34. Alſo of Ann Morgan, daughter of the ſaid Thomas Wilkins 
Morgan, eſq; who died the 16th of March 1767, aged 10 years. Alſo the body of 
Mrs. Mary Morgan, ſecond wife of Thomas Wilkins Morgan, eſq; who died the 17th 
of May 1776, aged 31. This monument was erected by Mrs. Ann Morgan, wife and 
relict of the abovenamed Thomas Morgan, eſq; anno 17 36.” Arms, Sable, three croſs 
croſlets in bend argent, Morgan: Impaling, Gules, on a bend argent, three hurts, 


Next to this is a ſmall black monument, inſcribed, © Under this place lyeth the 


body of Richard Morgan, of this pariſh, eſq; who 3 this life the 4th day of 
October 1688, aged 66 years.” 


On the third monument Near to this place lies interred the body of the moſt 
pious, virtuous, and charitable Mrs. Mary Morgan, the daughter of Col, John Jeaffreſon, 
of Dulligham in the county of Cambridge; and Sarah the daughter of Aden Parkins, 
eſq; of Dunny in Nottinghamſhire. She had for her firſt huſband Charles Brett, eſq; 
one of the gentlemen of the honourable band of penſioners to King Charles II. Her 


ſecond huſband was Thomas Lewis, of Penmarke in the county of Glamorgan, eſq; 


and her third huſband was Richard Morgan; of St. George's in this county of So- 
merſet, eſq; where ſhe died on the 2 1ſt day of December, Anno Domini 1701, in the 
54th year of her age.” Arms, Morgan, impaling, Azure, a fret or, on a chief argent 


three leopard's heads gules, Jefferſon, 


Againſt the ſouth wall Neaf this place lyeth the body of Mrs. Mary Morgan, 
late wife of Richard Morgan, eſq; and: daughter of Sir Herbert Croft, of Croft-caſtle in 
the county of Hereford, bart. and Elizabeth his wife, who departed this life the 7th day 
of July, Anno Dom. 1710, ætatis ſuæ 27% Alſo the body of the abovenamed Richard 
Morgan, efq; who died the 4th day of Febedivy 1714, aged 30.” Arms, Morgan, 
impaling quarterly per feſſe argent and azure e in the chief dexter 
quarter a lion paſſant or: Crofts. 
© Taxat, Spiritual, 


Againſt 
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Againſt the north wall of the chancel is a heavy monument, whereon between two 


columns is the half length figure of a prieſt in his canonicals, with the following in- 
ſcription : ce Hic jacet Rogerus Soudon, hujus parochiæ et Portburiz vicarius, 
obijt quarto die Marty Anno Domini 1703.” 


Near this is a ſmall elegant monument of marble, inſcribed. Near this place 
are depoſited the remains of Cordelia, wife of the Rev. Richard Wilkins, vicar of this 
pariſh, and daughter of the Rev. Conyers Place, A. M. of Marnhull in the county of 
Dorſet, who died Aug. 17, 1774, æt. 40. As alſo the body of Cann, ſon of the above 
Richard and Cordelia, who died Jan. 28, 1771, aged 7 months.” Arms, per pale or 
and argent, a wyvern rampant vert, Wilkins; impaling, per pale or and gules, a lion 
paſſant counterchanged, Place. 


In the chancel floor: Here lieth the body of Mary wife of the Rev. George 
Wilkins, who departed this life the 23d of January 1773, aged 30 years. A lady 
whoſe engaging ſweetneſs of temper and charitable diſpoſition juſtly recommended her 
to the favour of the world, her exemplary piety and virtue to that of heaven. 


non te facundia, non te 
Reſtituent pietas.” 


In the ſouth wall of the chancel are the remains of three tabernacles. 


An upright tablet againſt the north wall of the nave contains the following memorial: 
ce Captain Samuel Sturmy, of this pariſh of St. George's, made and gave unto the 
ſame two dials at the Pill, and two more upon the church porch; alſo in the ſame 
pariſh hee write his Mathematical Treatiſe in folio, intitled, The Marinors' or Artiſes 
Magazen. One of theſe books he freely gave to this pariſh, upon the condition (viz.) 
that the booke ſhould be. chained too, and locked in the deoſk where now he is left 
(always) and the key to remaine in the hands of Capt. Richard Morgan, eſq; or his 
aſſignes (ever) untill any ingenious perſons of the ſame pariſh, or Lye, or Portbury's 
pariſh; or any other which deſires the uſe thereof, which ſhall not be denied them freely, 
provided they firſt give unto Capt. Morgan, or his aſſignes, good ſufficient ſecurity as 
he or them ſhall think fit for three pounds ſterling, that ſhall be forfeited and loſt, if 
any that be ſo ingauged ſhall cut, teare out, or blurr any paper, ſheet, figuers, or dia- 
gram, that is in the ſaid book. And that 3]. is to put ſuch another in its place; but on 
the contrary, if Capt. Morgan or his aſſignes doth receive the booke in as good con- 
dicion of the party obleiged as when he received it, then ſhall the party be free of his 
obligation untill the next time he deſier to uſe it, then to give the ſame, and likewiſe all 
other perſons for ever. For an acknowledgment of kindneſs unto the author, the mi- 
niſter doth promiſe to preach a ſermon always on his birth- day, being the th of Nov. 
(he was borne at Glouceſter, anno 1633) and the ſame day the marinors or ringers to 


give him a peale of bells at the fame pariſh. Witneſs our hands the iſt day of 18 


Anno 1669. * nobis ſolum nati ſumus. 
Miniſter, GzoRGE WILLISTON, 


WILLIAM Rossox, 
Churchwardens 5 WaszRow.“ 


This 
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This ſcientifick credential is cloſed by ſome Engliſh lines, and a ſhort Latin em- 
tion, now nearly obliterated. On the top of the tablet is Sturmy's picture. 


Captain Daniel Deſney, of Great-Varmouth in Norfolk, was benefactor to this 
church, which was pewed in 1730, cieled in 1731, and beautified and painted in 1763. 


That pious and humbly learned divine George Bull, born at Wells in 1634, and 
promoted to the ſee of St. David's in 1705, was for a ſhort ſpace vicar of this church, 

and that at a time when blind bigotry and mad enthuſiaſm had trampled under foot 
thoſe wholeſome ordinances, which regal laws, and civil and eccleſiaſtick elocution, 
had in vain endeavoured to eſtabliſh and inculcate. The pariſh of St. George's then 
ſwarmed with a confuſed mixture of pertinacious ſectaries, whom, though our preacher 
could not entirely yanquiſh ; yet, by his exemplary behaviour, ſound doctrine, and 
argumentative diſcourſes, he ſeems to have wrought more on his hearers than generally 
befals the lot of a recluſe miniſter, who has to combat the united attacks of diſguiſed 
ignorance and avowed inſolence. At leaſt he convinced infidels, He died in 1709, 
and was buried in the collegiate church of Brecknock.* 


There was anciently a chapel at the ſoutheaſt extremity of the ah near Ham- 
Green; the place where it ſtood retains the name of Chapel-Pill. 


o See Biog. Dict. iii. 8. © Godwin de Præſulibus, 589. 


ABBOTS-LEIG H. 


N the brow of the hill, ſoutheaſtward from St. George's, and in the road thence 
to Briſtol, ſtands the village of Abbots-Leigh, ſo called for diſtinction from the 
other Leighs in this county, and becauſe it formerly belonged to the abbots of St. 
Auguſtine in Briſtol, A great part of the hill to the ſouth and ſouthweſt is hence de- 
nominated Leigh-Down, being an uncultivated plain, covered with a fine ſheep feed; 
but the ſoil is fo thin, that in many places the rock lies bare for a conſiderable ſpace. 
That part of the pariſh which lies towards the north is almoſt one continued ridge of 
limeſtone rock covered with wood; the lofty and precipitous ſides of which form a fine 
amphitheatre from the water. Theſe rocks, like St. Vincent's, contain hexagonal and 
pyramidal quartz cryſtals, and ſpar of various tinges; ſome with an almoſt clear black 
water, others with a caſt of red; others diaphanous from iron veins; others amethyſtine 
concreted on iron ore, and others of a bright yellow proceeding from lead. I heſe 
ſpars and cryſtals are found on the down, either looſe or cluſtered in nodules of reddiſh 
ſtone. Lead ore has frequently been found on theſe downs, and ſome ſhafts have been 
ſunk for the purpoſe of extracting it; but the quantity obtained has generally proved 
too inſufficient to defray the expence of working them. 


The 
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The manor of Leigh or Lega was at the time of the Conqueſt a member of the 
large lordſhip of Bedminſter; it conſiſted of one hundred and twelve acres of meadow and 
wood, (the reſt then lying waſte) and was held of the King by the Biſhop of Cou- 
tances.* After the Conqueſt it came into the hands of Robert Fitzharding, who gave 
it to the canons of St. Auguſtine, founded by him in the city of Briſtol, A. D. 
1148, 13 Steph.“ Which grant was confirmed by King John,“ and the ſaid canons 


obtained of King Edw. I. a charter of free-warren in all their lands here, which con- 


tinued in their poſſeſſion till the general diſſolution of monaſteries. The manor was 
then granted by King Henry VIII. to Paul Buſh the firſt biſhop of Briſtol, who, May 
25, 1559, granted the ſame to King Edw. VI. On the 23d of September the ſame 
year that King granted the reverſion of it, after the death of Paul Buſh aforeſaid, to 
Sir George Norton, knt. and his heirs for ever. Which Sir George Norton died 26 
Eliz. ſrized of the manor of Abbots-Leigh, with its appertenances, and one hundred 
meſſuages, twenty cottages, two mills, one dove-houſe, two hundred gardens, five hun- 
dred acres of arable land, three hundred of meadow, one thouſand of paſture, one thou- 
ſand two hundred of wood, one hundred of moor, one thouſand of waſte, one thouſand 
of gorſe and heath, and common paſture for all ſorts of cattle, and ſeventeen ſhillings 
rent, with appertenances in Leigh, Aſhton, Portbury, Ham-Green, Clevedon, and 
Tickenham.* He was ſucceeded in the poſſeſſion of theſe lands by Samuel Norton 
his ſon and heir, and he by George Norton, whoſe daughter and heireſs, Grace, was 
married to Arthur Norton, ſon and heir of Bonham Norton, of Stretton in the county 
of Salop, eſq; by whom ſhe had iſſue George, born in 1622. He married Ellen, 
daughter of Sir William Owen, of Condover in the county of Salop, knt. ſon of 
Thomas Owen, one of the juſtices of the King's-Bench, by Ellen his wife, daughter of 
Robert lord viſcount Kilmory; and dying Feb. 14, 1677, left by the faid Ellen his 
wife, two ſons, George and Edward, and two daughters, Ellen and Grace. Ellen his 
wife ſurviving him, was afterwards married to Sir Timothy Baldwin, of the city of 
London, knt. and died May 6, 1667, and was buried with her firſt huſband in the 
pariſh church of Abbots-Leigh. Sir George Norton, ſon and heir of the ſaid George 
Norton by Ellen his wife, had iſſue another Sir George Norton, born in 1658. This 
Sir George, being a well-wiſher to all the means which had been exerted towards 
the reſtoration of his country and his Sovereign, diſtinguiſhed himſelf eminently loyal 

in hazarding both his life and fortune, by concealing in his houſe here the perſon of 
King Charles II. till he could provide means for his eſcape into France. He married 
Frances, the daughter of Ralph Freke, of Hannington in the county of Wilts, eſq; 
by whom he had iſſue three children, George, Grace, and Elizabeth. George and 
Elizabeth died young; Grace their ſiſter was married to Sir Richard Gethin, of Ge- 
thin-Grott in the kingdom of Ireland. She was a lady of moſt uncommon accom- 
pliſhments, and though ſhe lived only to the age of twenty-one, ſhe has left behind her 
the moſt evident traits of a mature and very refined underſtanding. In her book en- 
titled Reliquie Gethiniane, (being publiſhed after her deceaſe) there is the following 


« See the Domeſday Extrakt in Bedminſter, vol, ii. p. 280. —* Mon. Angl, il. 233. bid. 
« Cart. 13 Ed. III. n. 35. Eſc. 26 Eliz, From the monument in the church. 5 Ibid, 
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pithy obſervation: : © Reading ſerves for delight, for ornament, and for ability; it per- 
« fects nature, and is perfected by experience; the crafty condemn it, ſimple admire it, 
© and wife men uſe it. Some books are to be taſted and ſwallowed, and ſome few to 
© be chewed or digeſted. Reading makes a full man, conference a ready man, and 


_ © writing an exact man. He that writes little needs a great memory, he that confers 


© little a preſent wit; and he that reads little, needs much cunning to make him feem 
© to know that which he does not.” 


The three children of Sir George Norton dying iſſueleſs, the manor of Abbots- 
Leigh came into the family of Trenchard, by virtue of the marriage of William 
Trenchard, of Cutteridge in the county of Wilts, with Ellen daughter and coheir of 
George Norton, (by the daughter of Sir William Owen, of Condover abovementioned) 
and ſiſter of Sir George Norton, grandfather of the ſaid lady Grace Gethin. By 
which Ellen the ſaid William Trenchard had iſſue John Trenchard, who married Anne 
daughter of Sir William Blacket, bart. and died without iſſue, as alſo two daughters, 
one of whom was married to Thomas Hippeſley, eſq; who in right of his wife he- 
came poſſeſſed of this manor, and by her had iſſue Robert Hippeſley, who aſſumed 
the name of Trenchard, and was father of J. W. Hippeſley Trenchard, eſq; the preſent 
owner of this manor. The arms of Norton of Leigh are, Argent, on a bend cotiſed 
between two lions rampant ſable, three eſcallop ſhells or. Thoſe of Norton of Stretton 
are, Or, two bars gules, on a chief azure, an ineſcutcheon ermine. The arms of Tren- 
chard, Per pale argent and azure, in the firſt three pellets. 


The manor-houſe is a very large building ſituated on the brow of the hill north- 


ward, from which there is an extenſive and beautiful proſpect of the Channel, part of 


Glouceſterſhire, Monmouthſhire, and the Welch mountains. 


Abbots-Leigh is a chapel to Bedminſter. The church is a good Gothick edifice, 
built with reddiſh ſtone, probably from the neighbouring rocks, and conſiſts of a nave, 
chancel, and ſouth aile, at the weſt end is an embattled tower, containing ſix bells. 


In the chancel is the burial- place of the Norton and Trenchard families, and tha are 
inſcriptions for divers of them whoſe names are ſet down in the deſcent of the manor. 


Thomas Gordon, the celebrated tranſlator of Tacitus, lived a while at the Court- 
houſe in the capacity of amanuenſis to Mr. Trenchard, in conjunction with whom he 
publiſhed Cato, and The Independent Whig. After his patron Mr. Trenchard's death, 
he married his widow, and died July 28, 1750. 


> Biog, Dig. Ed. 1784, vol. vi. p. 78, 
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OLLOWING the courſe of this lancet ridge of mountain ſouthweſtward, the next 
village we come to is Wraxall, ſituated in a cove formed by a ſweep of the hill 
from the eaſt to the northweſt, and commanding a proſpe& almoſt peculiar to this 
extraordinary acclivity. To the weſt appear the Holmes and the Welch coaſt about 
Cardiff in Glamorganſhire ; and to the ſouth, ſoutheaſt, and ſouthweſt, the following 
villages are all in view, viz. Dundry, Barrow, Flax-Bourton, Backwell, Chelvy, Con- 
greſbury, Yatton, Worle, Uphill, Kenn, . Kingſton-Seymour, Nailſea, Tickenham, 
and Clevedon; the proſpect t to the ſouthweſt and weſt is bounded by Mendip and 
Noon's-peak hills. 

This pariſh is very FORT compriſing within its limits not only a conſiderable 
part of the valley beneath the village, but ſtretching itſelf over the whole breadth of 
- the hill behind it to its northern brow, which overlooks the Briſtol Channel, and the 
villages of Monmouthſhire. On this brow, at the very extremity of the pariſh towards 
Clapton, ſtands Naifh-Houſe, the ſeat of Walter King, eſq; embelliſhed with fine and 
flouriſhing plantations; and further on towards the eaſt, in a very pleaſing retired ſitu- 
ation, is CHARLTON-Hovss, a large and handſome manſion, formerly the poſſeſſion of 
the families-of Berkeley and Gorges, afterwards of Yates and Muggleworth, and now 
the manerial reſidence of Henry Goodwin, eſq. Still further eaſtward is FavLano, 
once a conſiderable village, and the habitation of divers reſpectable families, as the De 
Failands, who had their name from it; the Meades of Meades-Place; the Jubbes of 
"Jubbe's-Court. The manor is the property of John Blagrave, eſq. On the ſouthern 
ſide of the hill, and eaſtward from the village of Wraxall, ſtands Belmont, the ſeat of 
William Turner, eſq; a very neat houſe, ſituated on the declivity, with a fine wood in 
the back ground, cut out into beautiful walks; and the bare ſummit of the hill pic- 
tureſquely riſing above it. In front is a fine view to the ſouth and ſouthweſt, and a 
_cntle deſcent to the rich vale of Bourton. 


The lands of this pariſh are moſtly paſture, and in the valley good; the wood moſt 
common is elm, which grows high, and forms conſiderable timber; among the hazel 
coppices which patch the ſlopes of the hill there are ſome oaks, but the ſhallowneſs of 
the ſoil prevents their flouriſhing ; amidſt the rocks grow a great number of large aged 
yews, whoſe limbs are twiſted into rude groteſque forms, ſporting as it were with the 
hand of nature. The hills are almoſt an entire maſs of lime-ſtone. 


The manor of Wraxall is noted in early record as parcel of the eſtates of that 
Gefferey biſhop of Coutances, of whom we have made ſo frequent mention; it was 
anciently written Werocoſale: 


The ſame Biſhop holds WzrocosaLs. Aluric- held it in the time of Kiog 
« Edward, and gelded for twenty hides. The arable is twenty-ſix carucates. In de- 
ce meſne is one carucate, and two ſervants, and thirty- four villanes, and thirty cottagers, 
te with twenty-five ploughs. There are two mills of the rent of twelve ſhillings and 
| | | X 2 ſix- pence, 
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« ſjx-pence, and one hundred and fifty acres of meadow, and as many of wood. Paſ- 
« ture two miles long, and ſeven furlongs broad. It was and is worth fifteen pounds. 


ce Of the ſame land of this manor a knight holds four hides and a half of the biſhop, 


te and has thereon two ploughs, with three villanes, and four cottagers. It was and is 
c worth fifty ſhillings. | 


cc To this manor is added one hide, which a thane held in the time of King Edward, 
« The arable is one carucate. It is worth ten ſhillings.”* 


Of all which lands, including the villages of Bourton and Nailſea, the family of De 
Wrokeſhale became poſſeſſed ſoon after the date of the above record, and in that name 
it continued till the time of King John, when it came by the marriage of the heireſs 
of Richard de Wrokeſhale to Eudo de Moreville, whoſe deſcendant John de Moreville 
in the time of Henry III. left iſſue an only daughter and heir named Elena, married 
to Ralph the ſon of Ivo de Gorges, of Tamworth in the county of Warwick. 


This Ralph de Gorges was a knight and great warrior; being one of thoſe who in 
the year 1263 was blocked up with King Henry III. in the city of Briſtol by the 
diſaffected citizens. Soon after which he was appointed governor of the caſtles of 
Sherborne and Exeter; and 50 and $1 Henry III. was ſheriff of Devonſhire. 54 
Henry III. he attended Prince Edward into the Holy Land, and died ſoon after his 
return, leaving by the ſaid Elena his wife Ralph de Gorges his ſon and heir.“ 


Which Ralph de Gorges was a knight, and 21 Edw. I. was marſhal of the King's 
army in Gaſcony, in which country he was engaged in ſeveral expeditions. 28 Edw. I. 
he had ſummons to be at Carliſle on the feaſt of the nativity of St. John the Baptiſt, 
well fitted with horſe and arms to march with the King againſt the Scots then in rebel- 
lion.“ 2 Edw. II. he was ſummoned to parliament among the barons, and died 29 Nov. 
17 Edw. II. ſeized of the manor of Wraxall, which he held of Hugh de Courtney by 
knight's ſervice,* leaving iſſue by Eleanor his wife Ralph de Gorges his ſon and heir, 
then of the age of ſeventeen years; and one daughter Eleanor, married to Theobald 


Ruſſell, ſon of Sir William Ruſſell, of Kingſton-Ruſſell in the county of Dorſet, knt. 
and by his ſecond wife, daughter and heir of John de la Tour, progenitor to the Duke 
of Bedſord.* + 


The faid Ralph de Gorges, the third of that name, dying without iſſue, the manor of 
Wraxall became the inheritance of his ſiſter Eleanor, the wife of Theobald Ruſſel} 
abovementioned. They had iſſue three ſons, Sir Ralph, who was of Kingſton-Ruſſell 
aforeſaid, and of Dirham in the county of Glouceſter; William, who died without 
iſſue; and Sir Theobald, who was portioned with the manor of Wraxall, and was 
anceſtor of the Gorges of Bradpole in Dorſetſhire, and thoſe of the county of Hereford. 


This Sir Theobald relinquiſhing his paternal name aſſumed that of Gorges, as well 
as his mother's coat of arms, which was, Lozengy or and azure, and born by her in 
conſequence of her deſcent from the heireſs of Moreville ; but the original arms of 

Lb. Domeſday. ee the Engliſh Hiſtories, © Eſc. 


Harl. MS, 1192. 
* Rot. Pip. 19 Ed. II. 


f Hutchins's Hiſtory of Dorſet, i. 298. 
Gorges 


- 
”— 
- 
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Gorges was a whirlpool, or gurges, in alluſion to their name. Being thus poſſeſſed of 
the manor of Wraxall, he 36 Edw. III. obtained a grant from the King for a market 


to be kept here every Thurſday weekly, and alſo for a fair yearly on the eve, day, and 


morrow of the feaſt of All-Saints, and five days next _ He died 4 Ric. II. 
u 


leaving iſſue three ſons, Sir Ralph, who died that ſame year without iſſue, Bartholomew, 
who facceeded him, and Thomas. 


Which Bartholomew dying alſo without iſſue, 20 Ric. II. the eſtate devolved to his 
brother Thomas, who married Agnes the widow of Thomas Norton, eſq; by whom he 
had two ſons, John, born in 1396, and Sir Theobald Gorges, knt. He died 5 Hen. IV. 
ſeized of this manor, with its members of Bourton and Nailſea; and Agnes his wife 
ſurviving him, had the ſaid manor in dower, and died 7 Henry V.“ 


John, eldeſt ſon of Thomas de Gorges, dying without iſſue 1 Henry VI. Sir Theo- 
bald his brother ſucceeded to the eſtate. Which Sir Theobald, 15 Oct. 1333, was 
married to Agnes the daughter of John de Wyke, in the chapel or oratory belonging 
to the manſion of Court de Wick in the pariſh of Yatton, licence being given thereto 
by biſhop Ralph of Shrewſbury.” He died 10 Edw. IV. leaving iſſue two ſons, 
Walter, who ſucceeded him at Wraxall, and Richard, who by the grant of his father 
had lands in Sturminſter-Marſhal in the county of Dorſet, where he and his poſterity 
were ſeated.” He was buried in the pariſh church of Wraxall, where there ſtill remains 
the following memorial round his grave-ſtone in the chancel: 


« Here lyethe Sir Tybbot Gorges, knyghte & baneret, of whos ſoule God 


have mercy. Amen, 1468.” 


Walter, ſon and heir of this Sir Theobald Gorges, died in his father s life-time; but 


left iſſue by Mary his wife, daughter and heir of William Ouldhall, a ſon called Edmund, 
who ſucceeded him in the eſtate at Wraxall. 


This Edmund was a knight of the Bath at the creation of Arthur Prince of Wales, 
ſon of King Henry VII. He married Anne daughter of John Howard duke of Nor- 
folk, by Catherine his wife, daughter of William lord Molines, and both he and his 
lady lie buried under a large altar tomb in the chancel of the pariſh church of Wraxall. 
They had iſſue five ſons and three daughters, whereof Sir Edward his eldeſt fon was 


ſeated at Wraxall. He married to his firſt wife Mary daughter of Sir John Newton, 
by whom he had iflue one ſon Edward, who ſucceeded him in this manor, and a 


daughter named Anne. To his ſecond wife he married Mary, daughter of Sir Anthony 
Poyntz, of Iron-Acton in the county of Glouceſter, by whom he had feveral children. 
Of whom Sir Thomas Gorges, the fifth ſon, lived at Langford 1 in the county of Wilts, 
and having married Helena reli& of William Parr marquis of Northampton, left iſſue 
Sir Edward Gorges, knt. (who was created a peer of the kingdom of Ireland, by the 
title of Baron of Dundalk, July 13, 18 Jac. I. and was father of Richard lord Gorges, 
who died without iſſue,) and alſo a daughter Elizabeth, married to Sir Hugh Smyth, 

father of Thomas. Smyth, of Long-Aſhton in this county. 


Cart. 36 Ed. III. n. 14. * Eſc, | Ibid, bid. 
Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. = Hiſt, of Dorſet. i. 125. 
| Edward, 
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Edward, ſon of Sir Edward Gorges, by Mary daughter of Sir John Newton, was 
born in 1526. He married a daughter of Sir John Walſh, of the county of Glouceſter, 
and was father of 


Sir Edward Gorges, born in 1564. He married Dorothy daughter of Sir George 


Speke, of White-Lackington in this county, knight of the Bath, by whom he had iſſue 
Sir Robert Gorges, who died without iſſue in 1638, and Samuel, who ſucceeded to the 


eſtate, and ſeveral daughters, of whom Elizabeth was married to Francis Trenchard of 
Cutteridge, and Anne to Edward Tynte of Chelvy, eſqrs. 


Samuel Gorges, eldeſt ſurviving ſon of Sir Edward, lived at Wraxall in the times of 
the troubles of the laſt century, and paid 5821. compoſition money for his eſtate; 
he married Jane daughter of Cotterel of Winford, by whom he left iſſue at Bis 


death, in 1671, 


Edward Gorges his ſon and heir, who, by Grace 3 of William Winter, of 
Clapton, eſq; was father of Samuel Gorges, eſq; the laſt heir male of this family of the 
Wraxall line, who, dying in 1699, left iſſue an only daughter and heireſs Elizabeth, 
married in 1709 to John Codrington, of Codrington in the county of Glouceſter, eſq; 
who in her right became poſſeſſed of this manor of Wraxall, and the manors of Nailſea, 
Flax-Bourton, and Tickenham, all which deſcended to Jane his ſole daughter and 
heir, who in 1742 was married to Sir Richard Warwick Bampfylde, bart. of Poltimore 


in the county of Devon, father of Sir Charles Warwick Bare. bart. the preſent 
poſſeſſor. 


The manor-houſe, called Wraxall-Lodge, i is a good old building, ſituated north- 
weſtward' from the church, and has a park adjoining to it on the fide of the hill. There 
was a meſſuage in Wraxall belonging to the Tyntes, called helpes-Place, and another 
in Charlton called Crede-Place, which was held by the Berkeleys. 


The living of Wraxall is a rectory in the deanery of Redcliff and Bedminſter, and 
with the chapel of Bourton was in 1292 valued at thirty-two marks.* The patronage 
is in the lord of the manor; the Rev. Robert Simpkinſon is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to All-Saints, is a very handſome, and within a very 
neat ſtructure, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ailes, with a good tower at 
the weſt end, containing a clock and five bells. In the eaſtern wall of the porch, 
which is on the ſouth fide of the church, is a door-way leading up eight narrow ſteps to 
a ſmall opening, from which it formerly was uſual for an acolyte or clerk of inferior 
order to addreſs the people at their entrance into the church, and by ſome ſeaſonable 
admonitions to prepare their minds for the enſuing ſolemnities. 


In the chancel on a large altar tomb. of ſtone lie the effigies of Sir Edmund Gorges, 
and Anne his wife, the daughter of John Howard duke of Norfolk. He is in armour 
with a gold chain round his neck; ſhe in a looſe robe with large ſleeves, and a 
hood turned back from the face and reaching to the ſhoulders. Round this tomb are 


the following coats of arms; viz. On the ſouth ſide, 1. Lozengy, Or and azure, a 
| » Somerſetſhire Compoſition 1651-2. - © Taxat. Spiritual. 


chevron 


* 
: 
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chevron gules: Gorges. 2. Quarterly, firſt, Gorges: ſecond, argent, on a chief gules 
' three bezants, Ruſſell of Dirham: third, Gules, a lion rampant argent, Mowbray: 

fourth, Argent, a chevron between three caters on the dice, ſale, Englowes. 3. Ruſſell 
of Dirham. On the north ſide, 1. Mowbray. 2. Quarterly as before. 3. Englowes. 
At the eaſt end, 1. Quarterly, firſt, Argent, three trevets ſable: ſecond, Gorges: 
third, argent, a chevron engrailed /ab/e; a martlet for diſtinction: fourth, Ruſſell. 
2. Quarterly as before. At the weſt end, 1. Gorges and Ruſſell, impaling Gules, a 
bend azure, between ſix fleurs-de-lis or. 2. "AY indented of fix or and azure, im- 
paling or a bend wavy able. 


In the eaſt window of the chancel are the arms of Gorges quartered with Ruſſell, 
Mowbray, and Englowes, and the following coat, VIZ. Or, five falconer's gloves pen- 
dant proper. 

On grave-ſtones in the chancel floor are memorials to Grace the wife of Edward 
Gorges, eſq; who died Sept. 9, 1698, and Dorothy their daughter, who died Jan. 29, 
1693. Edward Gorges, eſq; was interred the 8th day of Sept. 1708. | 


Elizabeth the wife of John Codrington died the 13th of February 1740, * 51. 
Agnes, their ſecond daughter, died July 30, 1715; and Rachel their third daughter, 
Feb. 18, 1717. Elizabeth, the eldeſt, died Sept. 27, 1735, aged 25. Arms, a feſſe 
embattled and counter-embattled between three lions paſſant, Codrington. On an 
eſcutcheon of pretence, quarterly firſt and fourth, a whirlpool; pa and third lozengy, 
being the ancient and modern arms of Gorges. 


On a plain white marble againſt the north wall“ Hic tandem laboribus de- 

functus, requieſcit una cum conjuge Avicia (nec enim par conjunctiſſimum mors ipſa 
dirimit) venerabilis vir, Thomas Holt, S. S. theologiz profeſſor, eccleſiæ cathedralis. 
Wellenſis cancellarius, & canonicus reſidentiarius; hujus eccleſiz parochialis rector; 
Irenarches, ſeu juſticiarius ad pacem in comitatu Somerſetenſi: rerum humanarum 
vices aliquoties expertus, et fata eccleſiz Anglicanæ, bis peſſundatæ, bis inſtauratæ, 
bis victæ, bis triumphantis, fortunam eodem ſemper vultu excepit, ſeu blandientem, 
ſeu minantem. Vir priſca fide, omnibus æquus ac juſtus, ſero naturæ quod debuit 
perſolvit, anno ætatis ſuæ 80, 100 calendas Aprilis A. D. 1688, Obijt Avicia ꝙ ca- 


lendas Februarii 1687, anno ætatis 70. Arms, Argent, on a bend engrailed ſable, 
three fleurs-de-lis of the field. 


On a grave-ſtone underneath, on the north ſide of the communion-rails, is this in- 
ſcription. ! Here lyeth the bodies of William Jones, bachelor of the civil lawes, 
one of the prebendaries of the cathedrall churche of Welles, and rector of the rectory 
of Wraxall. He deceaſed the 11 Februari 1609. And of Margaret Jones his wife, 
1 of Edmund Gorges, eſquior, deceaſed 17 Februari 1582.“ 


On the ſouth ſide of the rails:—— Here lyeth the body of Mr. Samuel Still, 
clerk, late rector of Wraxal, and NR his wife, who both departed this life in the 
yeare 1698,” 

Againſt the ſouth wall of a ſmall 3 forming a receſs at the eaſt end of the ſouth 
aile, is a handſome marble monument with the following inſcription;—— 


« This 
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« This monument, ſacred to the memory of Margareta the wife of the Rev. Samuel 
Coopey, M. A. She was the daughter of the Rev. Charles Brent, M. A. rector 
of Chriſt's-Church and St. Werburg in the city of Briſtol, and canon-reſidentiary of 
St. David's. His anceſtor came from Normandy with the Conqueror, and had great 
poſſeſſions at Coſſington and South-Brent in the reign of Henry I. Many of the 
family ſerved the Kings of England in the wars both in Gaſcony and Scotland in the 
quality of knights, and were great benefactors to the abbey of Glaſtonbury. The laſt 
poſſeſſor of that ancient family, John Brent, eſq; died at Coſſington 1693. 


c This is an account of her family only ; but ſhe wanted no advantages of birth to 
adorn her character. 


« Know then, reader, that if a moſt compleat F 1 with the freeteſt 
temper ; if the ſincereſt heart, if charity and univerſal benevolence, if all the ſocial and 
conjugal virtues, adorned with a truly Chriſtian life, could have reſcued her from the 
grave, thou wouldeſt not have ſeen here inſcribed the imperfect deſcription of this ex- 
cellent woman. 


« After a long and moſt painful illneſs, which ſhe bore with a marvellous ke, 
it pleaſed Gop to releaſe her from all her miſeries and troubles, on the 6th day of Dec. 
1744, aged $1. 

ce Tn vicino ſubtus domicilio cum cariſſima conjuge dormit Samuel Co: A.M. 
honeſtiſſimis parentibus natus. Qualem, dum apud mortales commoratus eſt, vitam 
egit, DIES ILLE indicabit. Emigravit A. D. mpcci.” Arms, Gules, a chevron ermi- 
uois, between three croſſes Calvary argent; Coopey : impaling gules, a wivern argent, 
charged on the breaſt with three ſpots of ermine; Brent. 


On a braſs plate againſt the wall, near the entrance into the pulpit “ Hic re- 
quieſcit corpus Johannis Tynte, armigeri, qui ineunte etate Rebeccam filiam Ricardi 
Stevens, armigeri in uxorem cepit; ſed moriens ſine prole, ſibi ſucceſſit jure hereditario 
Edwardus Tynte de Chelvy, armiger, frater ejus proximus. Is Annam, filiam quartam 
Edwardi Gorges · de Wraxall militis, in uxorem duxit, ex qua numeroſam ſuſcepit pro- 
lem, quibus omnibus propitietur Deus. Obijt xilii' die Octobris 1616, anno xiii? Regis 
Jacobi.“ Arms, a lion couchant between ſix croſs croſlets, three in chief, and as many 
in baſe. 


On a tablet againſt the wall of the fouth aile, is the following account of benefac- 
tions to this pariſh: 


c The Right Hon. the Lady Marchioneſs of Northampton, relict of Sir Thomas 
Gorges, knt. gave 100l. for the uſe of the poor of Wraxall, with which were purchaſed 
certain lands in the pariſh of Nailſea, called tbe Frith, being about twenty acres, and 
now leaſed out for 111. 10s, per annum; which money is to be diſtributed upon St. 
Thomas's-day, according to the will of the donor. 


« Mrs. Elizabeth Gorges, relict of Samuel Gorges, eſq; gave a ſilver ſalver for 
bread for the uſe of the communion-table, 


« John 


* 
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te John Codrington, eſq; gave the cuſhion and pulpit cloth now uſed, and a covering 

of the ſame for the communion- table. | 
« John Codrington, eſq; gave five pounds five ſhillings towards the church clock. 
«© The branched candleftick was given by Iſaac Martindale, gent. in the year 1728.” 


In the church-yard is a large yew-tree, and a fine croſs, with the ſteps and pedeſtal 
nearly be N 


F LA X B OU R T O N. 


N the valley betwixt Wraxall on the north, and Barrow on the ſouth, ſtands the 
little village of Flax-Bourton, primarily denominated Bourton, or Burghton, becauſe 
it had about it a àurgb or fence at a time when the adjoining villages were open and 
undiſtinguiſhed by incloſures; and additionally Flax-Bourton, becauſe the abbot of 
Flaxley in Glouceſterſhire anciently held the principal eſtate in this pariſh, having 
exchanged for it certain of their demeſnes at Regil in the pariſh of Winford.* It 
conſiſts chiefly of one ſtreet, pleaſantly ſituated upon the turnpike-road from Briſtol 
through Long-Aſhton (from which it is three miles diſtant) to Brockley, Congerſbury, ' 
and the villages on the coaſt of the Briſtol Channel. John Gore and James Sparrow, 
eſqrs. have here very good houſes. At the bottom of the valley, which has the appella- 
tion of Bourton-Combe, a ſpring called Stancombe riſes at particular periods once or twice 
a year, and forming itſelf into a rivulet runs through the pariſh into Nailſea water. 

This place was originally and ſtill is a member of the manor of Wraxall, and there- 
fore is not nominally accounted for in the Norman furvey. In ſubſequent records it is 
ſtiled Hamleta de Burton, and paſſed through the families of de Wrockſhale, Moreville, 
Gorges, and Codrington, to that of Bampfylde, wherein it ſtill continues. 


The living is a curacy in the deanery of Redcliff and Bedminſter, and is a chapel to 
the church of Wraxall, where the inhabitants have their burial. 


The church is a very ſmall ſtructure of one pace, ſtanding on the north ſide of the 
high road, being 64. feet in length, and 22 in breadth, with a tower at the weſt end 30 
feet high. In an arcade over the diviſion betwixt the chancel and the nave, hangs a 
ſaint's bell, which is common in moſt churches in this neighbourhood. In the church- 
yard is a yew-tree, and the reliques of a croſs. 


The inhabitants here tell travellers, that whenever divine ſervice is performed, the 

miniſter preaches on the pinnacle of the tower. This is literally true; for the pinnacle 

being many years-ſince blown down, was cut into joiſts for the floor of the pulpit. 
About fourſcore years ago one John Doughton leſt ten ſhillings per annum, for 2 


ſermon to be preached in this church, in commemoration of a narrow eſcape from death 
by the fall of a tree, 
* Cart. Antiq, 


Vor, III. 1 * NAILS EA. 
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HIS pariſh. is ſituated to the weſt of Flax- Bourton, and to the ſouthweſt from 
| Wraxall, in a deep and miry country, in ſome parts (particularly that called 
Nailſea-Heath, which has the appearance of a diſuſed and neglected foreſt) thickly tufted 
with timber-trees, holly, and common briar. The ſoil abounds with coal, of which 
there are four pits within the precincts of this pariſh: the coal is of that ſort which 
burns into white aſh, and being quick of kindling, affords excellent fuel, A manu- 


facture of crown plate glaſs has lately been eſtabliſhed here by Mr. John Robert Lucas, 


of Briſtol, at which a great number of hands are employed, and a range of houſes, forming 
as it were a ſmall colony, is erected for the habitation of the workmen and their families. 


The village of Nailſea, compriſing the pariſh church, hea weſtward on the ſkirts of 
a large moor, to which it gives its name. | 


This place was another member of the manor of Wraxall, (to the lord whereof it to 
this day belongs) and the ſame records which mention Bourton, include this alfo as a 
hamlet or outſkirt to the then town of Wraxall, whoſe buildings extended on this ſide 
to the brook which traverſes the valley on the north ſide the village. 


But it ſnould ſeem that ſome one of the lords of Wraxall had Seele out the 


royalty of ſome eſtates in this pariſh to other families. For the inquiſitions and other 
documents expreſsly ſnew that the family of de Mora, de la More, or Bythemore, 
were poſſeſſed of a manor in Nailſea in very early time. And it alſo appears that the 
ſaid manor, which was held of the lords of Hinton-St.-George, paſſed from them by an 
heireſs to the Percevals, and was ſold in 1582 by George Perceval to Richard Cole of 
the city of Briſtol, who afterwards, reſerving a part of it, ſold the reſt of it in parcels. u 
The court, or manor-houſe, ſometime inhabited by Cole's family abovementioned, is 
fituated at a very conſiderable diſtance from the village of Nailſea, and near the church 
of the adjoining pariſh of Chelvy. 


- The living is a curacy in the deanery of Redcliff and Bedminſter, and is like Bourton 
A Chapel to Wraxall; but with this diſtinction, that the inhabitants bury in their own 
pariſh church, which is a conſiderable building, compoſed of a nave, chancel, ſouth aile, 
and tower at the weſt end containing five bells. 


The pulpit is of ſtone, and ſingularly conſtrufted, the aſcent thereto being up a low 


narrow flight of ſteps in the wall to a ſmall projecting opening for the ſtation of the 


miniſter. 


Againſt the north wall of the chancel is a good old monument, with this inſcription 
on the tablet. M. S. Under thoſe ſubjacent ſtones reſt interred the bodies of 
Richard Cole, eſq; who deceaſed June the 7th, '1650, aged 62 years; and of Ann his 
wife, the daughter of Sir Arthur Hopton, knight, who departed this life June the gth, 
1650, by whom he had iflue a ſon named Samuel, who put off mortality at twelve yeares 
old, Oct 17, 1626, and his body is heer inhuwumed, Alſo a daughter named Dorothy, 


* Vide Ing. poſt Mort. Cart. Antiq. &c. » Houſe of Y very, ii. 117. married 
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married to Alexander Popham, eſq; October the 29th, 1635, who changed this life at 
the age of 24, April 2, 1643, and lyeth buried at the Gaunts at Briſtol, 


Heer reſteth likewiſe the body of Mary the daughter of William Collins, eſq; and 
Ann his wife, ſiſter to the aforeſaid Richard Cole, who departed Sept. 12, 1647, in 
the firſt year of her age. 


« And laſtly, of William Cole, eſq; brother and heyre to the ſaid Richard, who 
ended this frayle life Febr. the 22d, 1657, in the 57th year of his age, at whoſe 22 
pointment and charge this monument was erected. 


Mita ſenum ac juvenum conduntur corpora, fitque 
« Candidus in tumuli carcere carbo cinis. 
« The candid Coles which kindly burn'd 
* To' the warmth of many by their heat, 
« To aſhes black by death are turn'd, 
« Yet ſhine their ſoules in heavenly ſeat.” 


« Hoſea xiii, 14. I will. ranſome them from the power of the grave, I will redeeme 
« them from death.“ 


Arms, On the top of the monument, Quarterly, firſt and fourth, party per pale 
argent and gules, a bull paſſant counterchanged; Coles. Second, Gules, on a chevron 
argent, three etoiles /able. Third, Or, a feſſe azure; over all a ſaltire gules charged with 
five bezants; Aſh. Under the monument, Azure, a lion rampant gules, impaling Coles. 


On the ſouth wall of the aile is a neat marble monument to the memory of William 
Bullock, of this pariſh, gent. who died Jan. 18, 1780, aged 53; and to ſeveral of his 
family. And another, To the memory of William Hinkes, who practiſed phyſick and 
ſurgery in this pariſh 50 years with reputation and ſucceſs, and died July 15, 1747, 


aged 77, Mary his wife, who died June 29, 1754, aged 72, and divers of their chil- 
, are alſo commemorated. 


At the weſt end of this aile the following inſcription is cut on an upright ſtone in 
the wall: 
As DAIES DOO PASS AND NIGHTS DOO COME, | 
So DOTH MAN'S LIFE DECAIE, 
THEREFORE LETT VS WHILE WEE HAVE TYME 
Dok coop ir THAT WE MAIE, 
8 ; Fox THoMas JENKENS WHO LATELIE LIV'D 
Is NOWE LAIDE IN THE GROVNDz; 
AND TO THE POORE,OF NAILSEA TOWNE 
By WILL HE GAVE FIVE POVNDE, 
Tux vSE THEREOF EACH HALF YERE'S END 
THEey ARE TO HAVE FVLL SVRE, 
AND. EAKE THE STOCK FROM AGE TO AGE 
For ever To EnDvrRe. TRHOMAS JEnx[EnS] 
RecTor DE BACKWILL 18 | 
OB1JT MORTEM 15 Db OcTos, 1626. 
Y 2 TICKENHAM, 


- 
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Large moor, deep and moraſſy, and two centuries ago impaſſable, ber now ren- 

dered tolerably ſafe for horſes by a cauſey raiſed acroſs it, divides the pariſh of 
Nailſea from that of Tickenham, which ſtands on the very edge of the moor, and at 
the foot of that fame chain of mountain which ſkirts this hundred from eaſt to weſt, 
and in this-ſpot is rendered beautiful by patches of flouriſhing woods. Upon the very 
brow of the hill, overlooking the village, is a Roman encampment called Cadbury- 
Caftle, the etymology of which has already been given in the account of another work 
of the ſame name, but of much greater extent and conſequence. This contains about 
one acre of ground, and is nearly of an oval form, fortified by a double rampart twelve 
feet in height, and compoſed of looſe limeſtone, the produce of the ſpot. To the eaſt 
of this camp is a large wood called Limebridge-Wood, which was formerly a manor of 
the Berkeleys, and is now attached to that of Portbury. In this wood, as in many 
others in this neighbourhood, are great numbers of the Fly-Orchis, and ſome other 
ſpecies of that plant. The modern name of this place is certainly a corruption of the 
Saxon Lime-Pnertz „which ſignifies a ridge of lime-ſtone, and in that ſenſe is pecu- 
liarly adapted to this a eminence. Between the villages of Tickenham and Wraxall, 
there is alſo a hamlet called STox act, which originally derived its name an its ſitu- 
ation on the ſtony edge or acclivity of the ſame rock. 


At the time of the Conqueſt the village of Tickenham as divided berween William 
de Ow, and Ernulph de Heſding: 


e William himſelf holds Ticnzman.. Saulf and Teof held it in the time of King 
te Edward for two manors, and gelded for eight hides and a half. The arable is nine 
« carucates. In demeſne are three carucates, and four ſervants, and twelve villanes, 
ce and five cottagers, with fix ploughs. There are thirty acres of meadow, and. ſixty 
< acres of paſture, and one hundred and ten acres of wood. It was {wore one hundred 
cc ſhillings when he received 1 it, now ſix pounds,” _ 


tc Engeler holds of Ernulph, Ticyznam. Edric held i it in the time of King Edward, 
te and gelded for one hide, and three virgates of land. The arable is three carucates. 
ce There are three villanes, and one cottager, and one ſervant, and fix acres of meadow, 
&« Wood three furlongs Jong, and one furlong broad. It is worth forty ſhillings,” 


A branch of the Berkeley family having their reſidence in this village, adopted their 
ſurnames from it, and called themſelyes de Tickenham. Roger de Tickenham was 
living-in the time of Ric. I.“ and was father of Nicholas de Tickenham, who in the 
time of King Henry III. for the health of his own ſoul, and the ſouls of Sybil and 
Wentlyen his two wives, granted to the hoſpital of Billeſwick in Briſtol the privilege 
of digging turf in his moor of Tickenham.* To him ſucceeded Ralph de Tickenham, 


Vol. ü. p. 72. Lib. Domeſday. © Ibid, © © * Cart, Antiq, 


| who 
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who is witneſs to a charter of Thomas de Berkeley in the time of Henry III. and had 
iſſue Nicholas, who confirmed the grant made to the heſpital of Billeſwick aforeſaid; 
and 33 Edw. I. is certified to hold two carucates of land in the manor of Tickenham, 
which manor was held of Roger Bigod, earl of Norfolk and marſhal of England, by 
the ſervice of keeping the gate of the caſtle of Chepſtow in Monmouthſhire for forty 
days in the time of war. From which Nicholas, ſurnamed Fitz-Ralph de Tickenham, 
deſcended Sir Thomas Fitz-Nicholas, who was owner of Tickenham 7 Ric. 1I. and 
5 Henry IV. and at his death left iſſue a ſole daughter and heireſs, Catherine, married 
to Robert Poyntz, whoſe deſcendant Nicholas Poyntz lived at Tickenham in 1640. 
The manor now belongs to Sir Charles Warwick Bampfylde, bart. to whoſe father Sir 
Richard Bampfylde, bart. it deſcended from the Codringrons and the Gorges. 


From other documents we learn that in the time of Edw. I. Sir Richard Keylle held 
the fifth part of a Knight's fee in Tickenham of the honour of Glouceſter. And 
23 Edw. III. the heir of William de Bradford held the fourth part of a knight's fee here 
of Hugh Le Deſpenſer.* 19 Edw. IV. John Berkeley, eſq; held at his death the manor 
of Tickenham of the earl of Huntingdon, as of his manor or caſtle of Chepftow in the 
marches of Wales; as alſo the manor of Brytton, of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, as 
of his manor of Compton-Epiſcopi; and lands in Mark and Burnham, leaving Cecilia 
the wife of James Aſh, his ſiſter and heir. by | 

A conſiderable eſtate alſo in this pariſh belonged to the Percevals of Weſton; into 
whoſe family it came in the time of Henry VI. by the marriage of the heireſs of William 
de Boſco with Ralph Perceval, whoſe deſcendant Sir John Perceval alienated the fame 
in 1656.“ The Baves afterwards had this eſtate, and there was an old court-houſe 
(now pulled down) belonging to it, called Barrow-Court, ſituated under the hill in the 
road to Clevedon. 5 | 

But the ancient manſion, called Tickenham-Court, ſtands adjoining to the church- 
yard, and with its ruined walls and Gothick windows make a very venerable appearance. 
In a wing of the building eaſtward ſtands the chapel, now uſed as a brew-houſe; and 
in an old parlour over the chimney, carved. in the oak wainſcot, were three ſhields of 
arms ; the firſt of which is gone; the ſecond is, Quarterly, firſt and fourth a griffin 
ſegreant, Davis. Second and third, a chevron between three ſpears' heads; Rice, 
impaling two lions paſſant. The ſecond coat impales three eagles diſplayed, Rodney. 
Rice Davis, whoſe arms are here quartered, fornetime refided at Tickenham, and mar- 


ried Dorothy daughter of Maurice Rodney, eſq; and fiſter and coheir of Sir George 


Rodney, Ent. 


The patronage of the church of Tickenham, valued in 1292 at nine marks," was 
anciently in the abbot and convent of St. Auguſtine in Briftol; and after the diſſolu- 


tion of that monaſtery, was granted by King Henry VIII. to the Biſhop of Briſtol and 


his ſucceſſors for ever. The living is a vicarage in the deanery of Redcliff and Bed- 
minſter. The Rev. John Caſberd, D. D. is the preſent incumbent. | 
* Regilt. Hoſpital. de Billefyke, Ms. EHE. Curt. Antiq. Lib. Feed,  * Ibid. 
Eſe. " Houſe of Yvery, 2 Taxat. Spiritual. w_ The 
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The church, which ſtands on a riſing ground near the edge of the moor, is, accord- 
ing to Ecton, dedicated to St. Quiricus and Julietta. It is an ancient building, conſiſt- 
ing of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ailes, and a tower at the weſt end containing 
five bells. 


The font here is very ancient, being a "Ry ſtone ciſtern, reſting on four amal 7 
round pillars, one at each angle, and a larger one in the centre. 


In the ſouth aile ſtands a very ancient altar tomb, covered with a flat * in which 
is cut a large croſs flory voided; but no inſcription. 


Againſt the north wall of the north aile, on a long raiſed ſtone bench, lie three full- 

ſized effigies in length, two of them being men in armour, with an oblong ſhield on 
their left arm; and the middle one a female attired in a long robe, with a wimple under 
her chin, and her hands placed together in a ſuppliant poſture. Theſe effigies are 
ſuppoſed. to repreſent ſome of the de Tickenham family, but no memorial remains 
whereby to aſcertain the particular perſons of whom they were intended to 28 
the remembrance. 


Againſt the wall of the ſouth aile is a marble monument to the memory of Mr. 
S -nuel Bave, of this pariſh, gent. Arms, Or, a role gules, on a chief azure a lion 
courant argent. 


In a window of the ſouth aile, over the ancient ſtone effigies 8 are 
theſe arms in N glaſs, viz. 1. Or, three pallets gules, within a bordure azure be- 
zantẽe; Baſſet. 2. Quarterly, Gules and or, a bend argent; Fitz-Nicholas. In the 
chancel window are theſe arms, 1. Argent, on a canton dexter gules, a quatrefoil or. 
2. Gules, a chevron between ten croſſes patẽe argent, Berkeley. 3. Gules; on a chevron 
or three etoiles ſable, 4. Or, three pallets gules, on a canton a croſs patẽe argent. 


oe. 


HIS village ſtands at the extremity of the hill weſtward from Tickenham, and is 

ſo denominated, becauſe the Cliff or Clive here ceaſing a Dun or Valley is 
formed, declining to the Briſtol Channel. The rocks here riſe with prodigious gran- 
deur, and to a great height; on one of them, overlooking a vaſt extent of land and 
water, a tower formerly ſtood, called Yake's-Tower, from the family of Wake, who 
were lords of the manor, and erected it as a place of obſervation. This tower has long 
ſince been demoliſhed, and in its place, about the year 17 38, Mr. Elton built a ſummer- 
houſe, which alſo is gone to ruins, In'this hill are ſeveral old lead mines, and that kind 
of ore is frequently found in digging near the ſurface. Lapis calaminaris alſo was for- 
merly dug here. The ride to this * over the hill from Leigh- Down is juſtly 
e the fineſt in the er. 


King 
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King William the Conqueror gave this manor to Matthew de Moretania, as appears 
from Domeſday-Book : 


te Matthew holds of the King, CLivepoxe, and Ildebert of him. John [the Dane] { 
ce held it in the time of King Edward, and gelded for five hides and a half and two WW. 
ce furlongs. The arable is ſix carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, with one ſer- 
ce vant, and eight villanes, and ten cottagers, with four ploughs. There are forty-lix | . 
cc acres of meadow. Paſture one mile and a half long, and as much broad. Wood / 
two furlongs long, and half a furlong broad. It was formerly worth forty ſhillings, | — 

* now four pounds.“ 


The name of de Moretania or Mortaine ceaſing, the future poſſeſſors of this manor 
took upon them the name of de Clivedon, under which they occur ſoon after the Nor- 
man Conqueſt. In the aid for marrying the s daughter 12 Henry II. William de 
Clivedon is certified to hold two knights“ feds of Henry Lovel, and one knight's fee 1 

of William earl of Glouceſter.” This laſt was the manor of Clevedon. To this : { = 
William ſucceeded Matthew de Clievedon, who 10 Ric. I. paid one hundred ſhillings f 
for obtaining his ſuit againſt Richard de Ken, concerning one knight's fee in Ken, | | 
Hewitſh, and Pen, in this county;* and g Joh. paid twenty-five marks for having ſeizin 
of his lands which had been diſtrained for not attending the King into Ireland.” 25 
Edw. I. John de Clivedon was ſummoned to attend the King at London on the next 
Sunday after the octaves of St. John the Baptiſt with horſe and arms ready to ſail 
thence into foreign parts. He bore on his ſeal a lion rampant crowned. Matthew 
de Clivedon was living here in 1360, 35 Edw. III. as was alſo Richard his ſon in 1378, 
2 Ric, II. and Alexander de Clivedon in 1409, 10 Henry IV. > Theſe laſt ſeem to 


have been out of the regular line of deſcent; for it is expreſsly ſhewn, that Edmund de | 4 
Clivedon was the laſt lord of Clevedon of that name, and that dying 50 Edw. III. 0 
without iſſue, the eſtates which he poſſeſſed deſcended to Edmund the ſon of Thomas ' 


Hogſhaw, by Emmelina his wife, daughter and heir of the ſaid Edmund de Clivedon.' 
Which Edmund Hogſhaw died ſeized of the manor of Clivedon, and divers other 
lands late the poſſeſſion of the family of de Clivedon, 14 Ric. II. leaving no iſſue;* 
whereupon the ſaid lands were divided between Sir Thomas Lovel, knt. the huſband 
of Joan one of the ſiſters of the ſaid Edmund Hogſhaw, and John Bluet, the huſband of 

Margery his other ſiſter. In which partition the manor of Clevedon, with all rents 
there and in Tickenham, Langford, and Kingſton-Seymour, were aſſigned to John Y 
Bluet and Margery his wife.” Soon after this aſſignment the ſaid John Bluet conveyed | f 

all his right in this manor to Sir Thomas Lovel, knt. ſon of Sir Thomas Lovel above- | oo 
mentioned. Which Sir Thomas at his death left iſſue a daughter and heireſs, Agnes, | 1 
married to Sir Thomas Wake, knt. gentleman of the privy- chamber to King Edw. IV. | 1 
Whiclr Sir Thomas Wake was father of Sir Roger Wake, who was ſheriff of North- 1 
arnptonſſiire 2 Ric. III. whoſe cauſe having eſpouſed at the battle of Boſworth, he was te t ( ö 
1 in parliament, and his lands ſeized to the uſe of Henry VII. who in the third 


IM Domesdy. * Lib, Nig. Scac, i. 100. | * Ibid. 163. Kot. Pip. 10. Ric. I. 
- + Nap Rat. 2636 Harl. MS. 1192. | © Seals from ancient Deeds. \ Cart. Ant- . 
i Eſc. + Ibid, | Rot. Claus. 15 Ric. II. 
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year of his reign granted one moiety of this manor of Clevedon to Sir Humphrey 
Stanley, and Sir James Parker, knts. and the other to John Crocker and John Dudley, 
eſqrs. to hold by the ſervice of a red roſe, payable yearly at the feaſt of the nativity of 
St. John the Baptiſt." But ſhortly after the ſaid Roger Wake obtained a pardon, and 
the reſtitution of all or the greateſt part of his lands, and ſettled this manor, with the 
capital manſion, and divers lands and tenements in Clevedon, on Richard Wake his 
ſecond ſon, whom he had by Elizabeth, daughter, of Sir William Cateſby, of Aſhby- 
Legers in the county of Northampton, knt." { 


Which Richard Wake bore for his arms Or, 'two bars gules, in chief three torteaux; 
he had iflue ſeveral children, of whom John the eldeſt was of Clevedon, and married 
Elizabeth daughter of Sir Edward Gorges, knt. by whom he had iſſue five fons, whereof 
John the eldeſt ſucceeded him in this manor, and William the youngeſt was progenitor 
of William Wake archbiſhop of Canterbury. John, the eldeſt fon, married Margaret 
daughter and heir of Robert Goodwin, of Portbury, eſq; and by her had iflue Sir 
Baldwin Wake, who was created a baronet by King James I. in the 19th: year of his 
reign. He married Abigail daughter of Sir George Digby, of Coleſhill in the county 
of Warwick, kat. and had iſſue Sir John Wake, and ſeveral other children. 


Hence the manor of Clevedon came to the poſſeſſion of John Digby earl of Briſtol, | 
and of that family was purchaſed by Sir Abraham Elton, the firſt baronet of that name, 
whoſe deſcendant Sir Abraham Iſaac Elton, bart. is the preſent poſſeſſor. 


The manor-houſe of Clevedon is a noble old building, the work of different periods, 
very pleaſantly, ſituated on the ſouth fide of the village, facing Nailſea moor, and on 
the ſouthern ſlope of the hill, which is here wildly ſcared with craggy rocks, intermixed 
with fine herbage. | | | 

The church of Clevedon was appropriated to the abbey of St. Auguſtin in Briſtol, 
and was in 1292 valued at twelve marks.. The living is vicarial in the patronage of 
the Biſhop of Briſtol; the Rev. Edward Colſton Greville is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Andrew; it ſtands at the weſt end of the village, at 

a ſmall diſtance from the edge of the cliff, which is here very ſteep and. rugged ;, but by 
reaſon of its height the building is ſecure from the fury of the ſea, which ſometimes 
beats with vaſt violence when the wind ſets in ſtrong from the weſt. It is built in the 
form of a croſs, with the tower in the centre, ànd is from eaſt to weſt one hundred and 
four feet, and including the porch, fifty-ſix feet in breadth from north to ſouth. 
In the ſouth croſs aile or chapel, which is the burial-place of the lords of the manor, 
there is a ſtone on which is the effigy of a man in armour, with his ſworg by him, and 
under his feet a bull. The arms and inſeription, by being frequently trod on, are 
worn out. e | | 
Againſt the north wall of the chancel is a large ſtone-tomb, with this inſcription 
round the top. ſtone: (t Heere reſteth the body of John Kenn, of Clyvedon, the ſonne 


® Rot, Parl. 3 Hen, VII. = Engliſh Baronetage, i, 8. Taugt. Spiritual, 
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of John Ken, of Ken, eſquier, who deceſſed the 12th daye of Aprill in the yeare of 


| oure Lord Gop 1593.“ Arms, Eros three creſcents gules, two and one; a mullet : 


for diſtinction. 


« Thomas Gwilliam, alias Phillips, gave fix acres of land-in Kingſton, the profits 
thereof yearly for ever to be employed in placing poor men's ſons of wy — 
apprentices. He died March 4, 1650. 


c The Right Hon. John earl of Briſtol gave five 8000 per annum to the poor of 
this pariſh for ever, April 6, 1687. 


6 1727, Sir Abraham Elton, bart. ſettled five pounds per annum, clear of all 
charges, for teaching poor children to read, inhabiting in this pariſh, for ever.” 


WALTON M GORDAN 0. 


HAT chain of rocky mountain which bounds the greater part, of this hun- 
dred on the ſouthern fide, having terminated at Clevedon, a freſh ridge here 
commences over againſt the other, ſtretching in a northeaſt direction along the Channel 
to Portiſhead-Point, where it dips into the ſea. The intermediate ſpace betwixt theſe 
hills is formed into a pleaſing and pictureſque amphitheatre, the ſides of which are 
ſtudded with- villages, ſeats, woods, rocks, and paſtures. The bottom is a moor, the 
commonage of which belongs to this pariſh, and thoſe of Weſton and Clapton; this 


moor is a long narrow wedge-like level, extending nearly three miles from eaſt to weſt, 


often overflowed in the winter ſeaſon, and frequented by numbers of wild-geeſe, ducks, 
and other ſorts of aquatick fowls. There was formerly a decoy; but of late years it has 


been neglected. 


The village of Walton lies under the ſouthern brow of the hill id; 
with an aſpect towards the moor, and the north ſlope of the Clapton and Tickenham 
heights. | It derived its name from the Saxon Feald, a wild, or wold, and Ton, a town, 
a term ſtrictly applicable, if not to its preſent, at leaſt to its original ſituation, which 
was on the northweſt declivity of the hill towards the ſea, where now ſtand the ruins 
of the old pariſh church. On the very ſummit of this hill, (commanding on the land ſide 
a delightful proſpect of a long tract of hilly country, bounded on the eaſt by Glouceſter- 
ſhire, and on the ſouth by Mendip; and on the ſea fide a full view of the coaſt of Wales, 


the Channel juſt underneath, and the flat and ſteep Holmes, riſing as it were out of 


the boſom of the water) ſtands Walton-Caſtle or Lodge, the property of Lord Poulett. 
This building is of an octangular form, having a round tower at eack angle, and an 
embattled wall between each. In the centre of the area ſtands the keep or citadel, 
which is alſo octangular, and has a ſmall turret of the ſame ſhape on the ſoutheaſt ſide, 
riſing above the reſt of the ſtructure; the roof and floors are fallen in, and no uſe made 
Vor. III. Z ok 
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of any part of the caſtle except a ſmall portion of the ballium, which ſerves as a dairy 
for the tenant of the neighbouring farm. The entrance is through an embattled gate 
eaſtward, which led directly to a portal opening into the keep. Over the door-way 
.of one of the round towers are the arms of Poulett, the owners of this conſpicuous 
edifice, and lords of the contiguous manor; viz. three ſwords in pile. 


Walton was the only manor in this county which was poſſeſſed at the Conqueſt by 
Ralph de Mortimer, kinſman of the Norman duke, and one of his principal com- 
manders in his expedition into England. His eſtates lying widely diſperſed through- 
out this kingdom, this manor was held under him by one Richard, who in all proba- 
bility was progenitor of the family of de Walton, who held eſtates here long after the 
following ſurvey was taken: 


ce Ralph de Mortemer holds of the King, WaLToxs, and Richard of him. Gunni 
ce held it in the time of King Edward; and gelded for three hides and a half. The 
« arable is four carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, and ſeven villanes, and five 
* cottagers, with three ploughs. There are twenty acres of meadow, and one hundred 
« acres of paſture, and fifty acres of wood. When he received it, it was worth fifty 
« ſhillings; now twenty ſhillings more; that is, ſeventy.””* 


Of the deſcendants of this Ralph de Mortimer, who were Earls of March, and lords 
of Wigmore in Herefordſhire, notice - has already been taken in other parts of this 
work. It will therefore be ſufficient to obſerve, that they continued in the poſſeſſion 
of the royalty of this manor till it paſſed in the time of Henry VI. by an heir female 
to the Houſe of York. An inquiſition taken after the deceaſe of Roger de Mortimer 
earl of March, 35 Edw. III. ſets forth, that the faid Roger held at his death half a 
knight's fee in Walton juxta Portbury, which moiety was afterwards held by Andrew 
de Brompton.” But the demeſnes and other eſtates in Walton were leafed out to the 
family of Berkeley, who 2 Henry IV. obtained for the ſame a charter of free-warren.* 
In the time of Henry VI. the manor of Walton was the property of Sir Thomas de 
Chedder, by whoſe daughter and coheireſs it paſſed to Sir John Newton, knt. and 16 

Edw. IV. was held in dower by Emmota Newton of the Duke of Tork.“ After her 
death it was inherited by Richard ſon of the ſaid Sir John Newton, who left two 
daughters his coheirs, of whom Jane the wife of Sir Thomas Griffin, knt. was allotted 
this manor as a parcel of the ſhare of her inheritance. Soon after which it fell into 
the hands of the crown; and, together with the manor of Chedder, was granted by 
King Edw. VI. by letters patent bearing date at Ely, Dec. 6, the ſixth year of his 
reign, to Sir Edward Seymour, knt. and his heirs and aſſigns, reſerving ag annual rent 

of 131. 198. 8d. to be paid to the King, his heirs and ſucceſſors, out of the ſaid manors, 
at the feaſt of St. Michael the archangel.. Which Sir Edward Seymour, 16 May, 4 
and 5 Phil. and Mary, fold this manor with its appertenances to Sir John Thynne, 
Ent. from whom it came to Chriſtopher Ken, of Ken in this county, eſq; whoſe 
daughter and coheireſs Elizabeth conveyed it in marriage to John the firſt Earl Poulett, 
anceſtor of John the fourth and preſent Earl Poulett, who is now lord of this manor. 


Lib. Domeſday. » Eſce. Cart. 2 Hen. IV. p. 2. n. 2. Eſc. 16 Ed. IV. 


Harl. MS. 608. Licence to alienate. 
| The. 
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The living is a rectory in the deanery of Redcliff and Bedminſter, and in the patro- 
nage of the lord of the manor; the Rev. Thomas Allen is the preſent incumbent. 


The original ancient pariſh church, which was dedicated to the honour of St. Paul, 
ſtands in ruins at the bottom of the hill, a ſmall diſtance weſtward from the caſtle, and 
within a few yards of the beach. It conſiſted of a ſingle aile, with a tower at the weſt 
end, which, except the roof and crown of the parapet, is pretty entire; and at the 
northeaſt angle is a winding ſtone ſtair-caſe to the top of the building. A large mitred 
arch opens to the nave, ſome of the walls of which are alſo ſtanding; and in the wall 
at the eaſt end are two ſmall niches, and the remains of a third, which formerly held 
images. In the ſouth wall is a benetoire for holy water. In the church-yard, a little 
eaſtward from the ruins, ſtands an ancient croſs of three rows of ſteps, with a pedeſtal 
and pillar nearly perfect. This cemetery is ſurrounded by a ſtone wall, and is to this 
day the place of ſepulture of the poor of Walton pariſh, whoſe bones reſt here more 
quietly than thoſe enſhrined within the mauſoleums of the great. For here no ſpade, 
inquiſitive of earth's contents, diſturbs the hallowed foil, which is but ſeldom trod 
even by the foot of the antiquarian; and the traveller, who viſits this ſolitary demain, 
is welcomed by no other ſounds than the howling of the winds, the roaring of the ſea, 
the lowing of the cattle, and the bleating of the ſheep upon the neighbouring mountain. 


A church of modern erection of one pace, plain and ſimple to a degree, with a turret 


and one ſmall bell, ſtands in the village on the ſouth ſide of the hill, and is the preſent 
place of worſhip for the inhabitants. 


Near this laſt-mentioned church, under the cove of the hill, is a good ſtone manſion, 
adorned with a neat pleaſure- ground and plantations, the ſeat of Sir John Durbin, knt. 


— . ———— 


WESTON, NORTH-WESTON,. or WESTON ix GORDANO. 


HIS village is ſituated at the foot of the ſame chain of mountain, and is diſtant 

one mile eaſt from Walton, and betwixt that and Portiſhead. It obtained the 

name of F/efton from its weſterly ſituation from the hundred town of Portbury; that 
of North-Weſton, from its northerly ſituation in reſpe& of Wefton-ſuper-Mare; and that 
of Weſton in Gordano, or Wefton-Gordein, for the reaſon aſſigned in the account of 
Eaſton, or St. George's. The hill above the village-is denominated from it Weſton- 

| Down, and has on its ſlope ſome fine coppice woods of oak and hazel, but the rock 


prevents the timber from arriving at any large ſize. On the brow fronting the ſouth, 
1s a neat houſe, the ſeat of Cann Wilkins, eſq; who is lord of this manor. 


At the time of the Conqueſt it was held of the Biſhop of Coutances by Azelin, or 


2 de Perceval, as we are informed by the Norman ſurvey, which thus 
records it: 


22 A rnelin 
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ee Azelin holds of the Biſhop, WEsroxz. Britnod held it in | the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for ſeven hides. The arable is fix carucates. In demeſne are 
te three carucates, and two ſervants, and ſix villanes, and ſeven cottagers, with three 
te ploughs. There are thirty-three acres of meadow. Paſture twelve furlongs long, 
e and eight furlongs broad. Wood ſeven furlongs long, and three furlongs broad. 
© Tt was and is worth four pounds and ten ſhillings.““ 


Who this Aſcelin-Gouel de Perceval was, has already been ſhewn in the ſecond 
volume of this work, in treating of the ancient barony of Cary, which was deduced 
from the ſame perſon through the Lovels and the St. Maurs;* we ſhall now retrace 

the deſcendants of this Aſcelin in the name of Perceyal, who had their reſidence and 
interment within the manor we are now ſpeaking of. 


This Aſcelin Gouel de Perceval married Iſabel daughter of William earl of Breteuil, 
| Pacey, Conſtantine, and Yvery, in Normandy;* and by her had iſſue ſeyeral ſons, of 
whom Robert and William ſucceſſively poſſeſſed this manor. The latter, who adopted 
the ſurname of Lovel, married Auberie daughter of Robert earl of Mellent, by whom 
he had iſſue five ſons, \ ors furnamed de Yvery, Ralph, Henry, William, and 
Richard. 


Waleran de Yvery, the eldeſt of theſe ſons, ſucceeded his father in the Norman 
. eſtates, and left a poſterity which enjoyed the ſame. Ralph the ſecond ſon uſed the 
paternal title of Lovel, and married the daughter of Henry de Newmarch, but left no 
children. Henry the third ſon had iſſue by Alice his wife two ſons, Ralph and Henry, 
the firſt of whom dying without iſſue, this manor, with the barony of Cary, and the 
greater part of the eſtates in England, came to Henry his brother, the ſecond of that 
name, ſon of Henry, and grandſon of William Gouel de Perceval abovementioned. 


Which Henry was living in the time of King John, and by Chriſtian his wife had 
iſſue Richard Lovel, baron of Cary, (from whom were five deſcents of that name from 
38 Henry III. to 25 Edw. III. when it terminated in St. Mavr;*) and alſo four daugh- 
ters, to whom he gave this manor in four equal portions. The firſt of theſe daughters 
was married to Sir Walter de Eſſeleg, or Aſhley; the ſecond to Thomas le Briton; the 
third to Matthew Wake; and the fourth to William Fitz-Walter. William Fitz- 
Walter ſold his fourth part of this eſtate, which he.had in right of his wife, to Thomas 
le Briton ; and he conveyed the ſame together with his own ſhare to Gefferey Maun- 
deville, who thus became poſſeſſed of a moiety of this manor. The part belonging to 
Matthew Wake was given by him to Philip Lucan in marriage with his daughter; and 
the remaining fourth part, belonging to Walter de Eſſeleg, was by him given to 
Geffery de Mariſco, who gave it in marriage with his grandaughter to Emerick de 
Gardino, or Gordein.* In proceſs of time, however, theſe portions became united in 
the families of Wyke and St. Maur, and from them again returned by marriage to the 
houſe of Perceval, whoſe genealogy we now purſue. . 


Ib. Domeſday, © vol. H. p. 52. 
e Anderſon's Genealogical Hiſt, of the Houſe of Vvery, i. 191. 
See vol, ii. of this work, p. 54. * Teſta de Nevil. 
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Sir Richard de Perceval, the youngeſt ſon of William de Gouel de Perceval, by 
Auberie daughter of Robert earl of Mellent, was portioned by his father with lands 3 in 
Stawel in this county, beſides which he had Butcombe, Eaſtbury in Carhampton, and 
many other eſtates, which deſcended to his poſterity the ſucceſſive lords of Weſton in 
Gordano. This Sir Richard de Perceval attended King Ric. I. in his expedition into 
Paleſtine, A. D. 1190, where, being a perſon of uncommon ſtrength and valour, he 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſeveral fierce engagements: In one of them, it is ſaid, that 
having loſt his leg, he undauntedly continued. on horſeback till he alſo loſt his arm, and 
that even then with the horſe's bridle in his teeth, he perſiſted to deal laughter round 
him till he fell by loſs of blood. Notwithſtanding this tradition (one part of which ſeems 
to be confirmed by the family creſt, which was a man armed on horſeback, with one 
leg couped) it is certain that he lived to return home, and was buried in the church of 


Weſton, under a ſuperb monument, which was deſtroyed in the civil wars of the "4 
century. On a ſtone near, it there was this inſcription to his memory: 


„ Drate pro anima Rycardi Perceval, qui militavit in terra ena com 
Rege Rycardo, A, C. Merc.“ 


He bore for his arms, Argent, on a r WES three croſſes pate of the 
firſt; and having married the daughter of William de Mohun, had iſſue three ſons, 
Robert ſurnamed de Butcombe, Hamelin, (both of whom died without iſſue) and 
Richard, by whom this line of Perceval was continued. 


This Richard was alſo in the wars of Paleſtine with his father, and was likewiſe buried 
at Weſton, where his monument remained till the year 1692.5 He left iſſue Robert 
Perceval, who ſettled in Ireland, and was ſummoned to parliament there as Baron - 
Perceval, 13 Edw. I. being progenitor of the Lords Perceval of that kingdom; Hugh, 
who had Walton, Coreville, and other manors in this county; and John, ſometimes 
called de Walton, and ſometimes de Perceval. 


Which John, being twice married, had iſſue ſeveral children, of whom Sir Roger de. 
Perceval, the eldeſt, inherited Weſton, and was ſummoned to parliament among the- 
barons, 24 Edw. I. He died about the year 1312, leaving iſſue by Joan, daughter and 


heir of Sir John de Breteſche, Sir John Perceval, who ſuoceeded him; and Richard, 
who was parſon of the church of Exford. | 


Sir John Perceval, the ſecond of that name, lord of Eaftbury i in Carhampton, But- 
combe, Thrubwell, and Clewer, all in this county, which he inherited from his anceſ- 
tors, married Millicent the daughter and heir of Lawrence de St. Maur, by which 
match he regained to his family a-moiety of the manor of Weſton in Gordano, which, 
as has already been ſhewn, had been diſſeminated by Henry Lovel his progenitor. 


John de Perceval, the eldeſt ſon of the faid Sir John, by the match abovementioned, 
died without iſſue, and was ſucceeded by his brother Sir Walter Perceval, «nt. who 
married Alice daughter and heir of William de Acton, of Acton in the county of 
Glouceſter, knt. and was father of. J ohn, who died vithque iſſue, and Sir Ralph, who 
ſucceeded to his eſtate. 


b Houſe of Yvery, i. 310. N 5 1 Ibid, i 1. 314. 
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Which Sir Ralph married Elizabeth, one of the daughters of John de Wyke, of 
Ninchead-Flory in this county, of whom he obtained by this intermarriage the other 
part of Weſton, which had been alienated from his family. He had iſſue by the ſaid 
Elizabeth, Sir John, Richard, and Walter. He died about the month of February in 


1403, having the 4th day of January preceding preſented Robert Faderwin to the 
church of Weſton in Gordano. 


Sir John Perceval, his eldeſt ſon and heir, died ſeized of this manor 8 Hen. V. 
without iſſue; and was ſucceeded therein by his next brother Sir Richard Perceval, 
who May 6, 1424, preſented Walter Toucker to the living of Weſton, then vacant by 
the death of John Buſh, who ſucceeded Faderwin above-mentioned. On this occaſion 
John Reynolds, rector of Portiſhead, whoſe emoluments had been infringed by his 
pariſhioners' frequenting the church of Weſton, lodged a complaint and petition with 
tre biſhop, and obtained an injunction that the ſaid Walter Toucker ſhould not, under 
penilty of the leſſer excommunication, admit any of the pariſhioners of Portiſhead to 
any of the religious rites of his church at Weſton, to the prejudice of his ſaid church of 
Portiſhead. He married Agnes, daughter of Sir Richard Arthur, of Clapton, knt. and 
by her had Sir John Perceval, who died without iſſue in 1439; Sir Ralph, who ſuc- 


ceeded to this manor of Weſton; and Ralph Perceval the younger, the lineal anceſtor of 
the preſent Earl of Egmont. 


Sir Ralph, the ſecond ſon. of Sir Richard Perceval, 8 to this manor, pre- 
ſented to the living April 20, 1453, John Brice, clerk, Walter Toucker the former 
incumbent being then dead. He married Joan daughter and heir of Richard de 
Boſco, or Boyce, of Tickenham in this county, and died 17 Edw. IV. ſeized of this 
manor of Weſton in Gordano, which he held of Elizabeth Queen of England, by 


knight's ſervice, as of her honour of Trowbridge in the RF of Wilts,” leaving iſſue 
three ſons, Richard, John, and Ralph. 


Richard the eldeſt ſon ſucceeded his father in the manor of Weſton, of which he died 
ſeized 22 Edw. IV. and was buried with his wife Catharine, who was the daughter and 
coheir of Richard Hampton, in the pariſh church of Weſton, where their monument 
ſtill remains againſt the north wall. By his ſaid wife he left iſſue three ſons, Richard, 


Ralph, and William, who all dying in their minority, the inheritance devolved to Sir 
John Perceval his brother. 


This Sir John, as feoffee of his elder brother's will, on Nov. 23, 1479, orefenced 
John Turner to the rectory of this church. He married Joan daughter of Thomas 


Chedder, eſq; by whom he had iſſue one ſon James, and a daughter married to 
Gilbert Cogan, eſq. 


James Perceval, 6 of Sir John, was born in 1467, and 17 Henry VII. on the 
marriage of Arthur Prince of Wales, with the Princeſs Catharine of Arragon, was 

returned among the chief men of this city, who were judged worthy of receiving 
the honour of knighthood. In 1514, upon the reſignation of John Turner, he pre- 
ſented ] ohn Durbaine to the benefice of Weſton. This Sir James beautified and re- 


Houſe of Yvery, from the Regiſters of Wells. Eſe. | 
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paired the pariſh-church, and greatly ornamented the ado at Weſton. By his 
will, bearing date 15 June, 1536, he orders his body to be buried in the chapel of St. 
Mary Magdalen, within the church of St. Paul of Weſton in Gordano, and appoints 
Joan his wife to find an honeſt prieſt to ſing and pray for his ſoul, and all chriſtian 
ſouls, in the ſaid chapel for the ſpace of one whole year.* He died in 1549, leaving 


iſſue by the ſaid Joan his wife, the daughter of. J ohn Ken, of Ken in this county, eſq; 
Edmund his fon and heir. 


Which Edmund married two wives, by the firſt of whom, whoſe name was Iſabel de 
Mariſco or Mareis, he had a ſon called James, and two daughters. His ſecond wife 
was Elizabeth Panthuit, who bore him a numerous progeny. 


James the eldeſt ſon and heir of Edmund ſucceeded to the inheritance of this manor 
in 1550, and in 1554 preſented Richard Baker to the rectory of Weſton. He mar- 
ried five wives, the firſt of whom was Mary, the daughter of Edmund Gorges, of 
Wraxall, eſq; on whom he ſettled this manor. The ſecond was a daughter of 
Luttrell, of Dunſter-Caſtle, eſq. The third was Elizabeth the eldeſt daughter of 
Chriſtopher Ken, eſq. The fourth was Elizabeth the widow of Richard. Marſhall, of 
Ivythorne in this county, efq; and the fifth was Elizabeth the ſecond daughter of Sir 
Maurice Berkeley, of Brewton, knt. By the firſt four wives he had no iſſue, but by 
the laſt he had ten children, viz. two ſons, James, who ſucceeded to the eſtate, and 
John, who died unmarried, and eight daughters, whoſe names were Elizabeth, Ger- 
trude. Anne, Florence, Sarah, Grace, Alice, and Mary. 


James Perceval his ſon and heir was ten years old at his father's deceaſe, which was 
in 1593, and inherited the greateſt part of the family eſtate, as this manor of Weſton in 
Gordano, Thrubwell, Butcombe, Stoke-Biſhop, Eaſtbury, and Bridcot; the former of 
which, viz. Weſton in Gordano, as alſo Weſton-Capenor, (a ſmall lordſhip within the 
other, ſo called from the Capenors its poſſeſſors) he is certified to have holden by the 
ſervice of half a knight's fee, as parcel of the king's honour of Hereford and Trow- 
bridge. Sept. 4, 1630, he, as lard of this manor and patron of the church, preſented 
William Wale to the living of Weſton. He died in 1644, and agreeably to a requeſt | 
which he had made upon his death-bed, * that his body might be laid in the fame 
tomb with that of Sir Richard (the famous warrior) his anceſtor, that his aſhes might 
mingle with thoſe of his glorious predeceſſor, he was interred in the church of Weſton 
in the ſame monument, which it is faid was then very magnificent, ornamented with 
rails, and plates of braſs gilt, of very great antiquity, (having then ſtood upwards of four 
hundred and fifty years) and of a workmanſhip extremely curious for the rude times in 
which it was erected.“ By Alice his wife, daughter of William Cheſter, eſq; he had 
five ſons and four daughters. Four of the ſons died young, and Thomas, the only 
ſurviving one, ſucceeded to the eſtate. 


This Thomas was a ſteady adherent to the royal cauſe, for which reaſon his eſtate 
chere was much injured by the parliament forces, who ranſacked his houſe, deſtroyed 
the family writings, defaced the monuments of his anceſtors, and obliged him to 


* Houſe of Yvery, from the Regiſters of Wells. 1 Jbid. i. 32 9% » Ibid, 49 
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pay the ſum of 2581, by way of compoſition.* After the Reſtoration he was twice 
- viſited at his mancr-houſe in Weſton by King Charles II. from whom he expected, 
but in vain, a gratuity for his ſervices, He died in 1691, and was buried at Weſton, 
leaving by Catharine his wife, daughter of Robert Lloyd, of Place-Iſcoyd in the 
county of Denbigh, Anne Perceval, his ſole daughter, and heireſs of this branch of the 
houſe of Weſton, who was firſt married to Evan Lloyd, of Llaneminick in the county 
of Salop, eſq; and afterwards to Colonel Thomas Saliſbury, of Bachagraige in the 
county of Flint, elq. But ſhe having no iſſue that ſurvived by either of them, this 
branch of this ancient family terminated with this lady, who, cutting off an old entail, 

ſold at different times the whole eſtate. This manor was purchaſed out of chancery by 
Cann Wilkins, eſq; father of the Rev. George Wilkins the preſent owner. 


The manor-houſe, built about the year 1430, ſtands ſouthward from the church near 
the moor. It was formerly a large and handſome ſtructure, having in the windows in 
painted glaſs the arms of the different branches of the Perceval family, and their inter- 
marriages for ſeveral hundred years. Theſe, as well as great part of the houſe itſelf, 
were demoliſhed in the civil wars. 


The living of Weſton is rectorial, in the 5 1 of Redcliff and Bedminſter. The 
lord of the manor is patron, and the Rev. Richard Wilkins the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Paul, is a ſmall and very ancient building, 
conſiſting of a nave, chancel, and chapel on the ſouth ſide, dedicated to St. Mary 
Magdalen, adjoining to which on the ſame ſide is the belfry and tower, in which hang 
five bells. On each ſide of the chancel are four old ſemicircular ſtalls, and two ſimi- 
lar ones on each fide the entrance weſtward. Againſt the ſouth wal of the nave is a 
ſtone oratory. | 


The only remaining monument of the Percevals is that ets to Richard Perceval 
and Catharine his wife againſt the north wall of the nave. This monument has in the 
baſe an altar tomb, and on the back of the ſcreen above it are two figures with ſcrolls, 
on one of which is Rychard Perſpvale ys ſowle have mercy, Arms: 1. Argent, 
on a chief indented gules, three croſſes patee of the firſt; Perceval: impaling gules, a 
bend argent between fix fleurs de lis or; Hampton. 2. Argent, on a chevron ſable three 
eſcallops of the firſt; Ballowe : impaling ſable, a chevron ermine between three eſcallops 
argent; Chedder. 3. Perceval, impaling, argent, in chief three bucks' heads caboſſed 
fable. 


In the church-yard is alſo an old tomb with © arms of Perceval chereva, 


* Somerſetſhire Compoſition. 
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N the other ſide of the moor, and on the northern acclivity of that firſt range of 
hills which we have deſcribed as running from Leigh to Clevedon, ſtands Clapton, 
having Portiſhead on the north, Weſton on the northweſt, Tickenham on the ſouth, 
and Portbury on the eaſt, The lands of this pariſh are almoſt wholly paſture; the ſoil 
in ſome places ſandy, and in the fields near the church a rich red earth, which bears 
fine crops of graſs. On the ſlope of the hill weſtward is a fine wood of oak and hazel; 
the lower part of the pariſh is planted with elms and willows. Here is a coal-mine, 
which has been worked upwards of a century; the coal is very quick of kindling, and 
abounds with ſulphur. A large quarry of ſtone for paving and tiling was formerly 
wrought in the wood called Veſt-Part, but has been for many years diſcontinued. - 


Two rivulets, one riſing in Walton, the other in Clevedon, run through the village, 
and fall into the ſea at Portiſhead-Point. 


This place is called in the old Norman record Clotune, and is ſurveyed as follows: 


ce Herluin holds of the Biſhop [of Coutances] CLorunz. Algar held it in the time 
ce of King Edward, and gelded for five hides and a half. The arable is five carucates. 
cc In demeſne are two carucates, and two ſervants, and ten villanes, and ten cottagers, 
ce with three ploughs. There are fifty acres of meadow. Paſture eighteen furlongs 
« Jong, and three furlongs broad. Wood ſeven furlongs long, and one furlong broad. 
ce It was worth forty ſhillings, now ſeventy ſhillings.” 


This manor was held of the honour of Glouceſter by a family who lived in the place, 
and were denominated from it de Clapton. In the time of Henry I. Wido de Clapton 
held an eſtate here of Robert earl of Glouceſter.” To him ſucceeded Arthur de 
Clapton, who was owner of lands in Clapton 25 Henry I. and was ſucceeded therein 
by Nigel Fitz-Arthur, who is mentioned as reſident here in a deed of award between 
Robert Fitz-Harding and others in the time of King Stephen.“ The ſucceſſors of this 
Nigel aſſumed the name of Arthur, and bore for their arms, Gules, a chevron argent, 
between three clarions, or horſemen's reſts, or; in alluſion probably to the arms of 
Robert Conſul earl of Glouceſter. In the time of Henry III. William Arthur held 
one knight's fee in Clapton and Biſhopworth of the earl of Glouceſter.” Which William 
had iſſue Sir Richard Arthur, knt. who was living 12 Edw. I. and by the daughter and 
heireſs of Flory was father of Sir William Arthur of Clapton, who was conſtable 
of Briſtol caſtle, and held other conſiderable offices in this part of England. He 
married a daughter and coheir of Baſſet of Winterbourne, by whom he had iſſue a ſon 
named Richard, who was living at Clapton 44 Edw. III. Which Richard, by Iſabel 
daughter and heir of Roger Turville of the city of Briſtol,* had iſſue two ſons, Sir 
Thomas, who ſucceeded to the Clapton eſtate, and Edmund, to whom his father gave 
the manor of Biſhopworth in Bedminſter, to be held of the manor of Clapton by the 


Lib. Domeſday. Cart. Antiq, * Ibid. „ Ibid. Seals from ancient Deeds. 
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ſervice of a red roſe, to be paid by him and his heirs on Midſummer-day yearly.” He 
had alſo one daughter, Agnes, firſt married to William de Vernai, and afterwards to 
Richard Payne. 


Sir Thomas Arthur, knt. eldeſt ſon and * of Richard, by a b of Ken, of 
Ken, was father of John Arthur, of Clapton; Thomas, who was | ſlain in France; 
Nicholas, who was of Biſhopworth, and left iſſue a ſole daughter and heir, Alice, mar- 
ried.to Roger Kemys; and one daughter, whoſe name was Mary. 


John, the eldeſt ſon, was liviag at Clapton 11 Henry VI. and had iflue Richard 
Arthur, who was living here 20 Henry VI. and by Alice the daughter of James lord 
Berkeley, was father of John, who by Joan the daughter of Roger Hyet had ſeveral 
children, viz. John, who inherited this manor, and was living here in the time of Henry 
VII. Thomas and Edmund, who died without iſſue; and three daughters, Margaret, 


Ifabel, and Julian; the laſt of whom was married to Richard Mead, of Mead's-Place 
in the pariſh of Wraxall. 


John Arthur aforeſaid, eldeſt fon of John, married wile FRET of John 
Boteler, of Badminton in the county of Glouceſter, and dying Jan. 30, 13 Hen, VIII. 
ſeized of the manors of Clapton and Aſhcombe, and lands in Weſton in Gordano, 
Milton, Glouceſter, and Briſtol, left behind ſeveral children, whereof Thomas Arthur 
the eldeſt became poſſeſſed of this manor, and had iſſue two ſons, John, who married 

Joan the daughter of Sir Edward Gorges, knt. but died without iſſue, and Thomas, 
who by Cecily daughter of John Agard, of the city of London, had iſſue two ſons, 
Edward Arthur, living at Clapton in 1592; and Thomas, who was ſeated at Clevedon, 
and one daughter Anne, who became the wife of Lawrence Sweetenham. 


Edward Arthur married Mary, daughter of Eraſmus Pym, of Brymore in this 
county, eſq; by whom he had ſeveral children, who left a poſterity; but Mary his 
daughter, and at length heir, became poſſeſſed of this manor, and by her marriage 


transferred it to William Winter, youngeſt fon of George Winter, of Dirham in the 
county of Glouceſter, eſq. - 


Which William Winter, lord of Clapton, i in right of Mary his faid wife, was father 
of another William, who was living in 1636, and was ſucceeded in this eſtate by 
Henry Winter his ſon and heir. Which Henry married Catherine daughter of Sir 
Popham Southcot, knt. and died in 168 5, leaving iſſue by the ſaid Catherine four ſons, 
Henry, William, Arthur, and John; and a daughter, Catherine. 


Henry the eldeſt ſon, by his will bearing date July 10, 1685, aſſigned the manors of 
Clapton and Weſton-ſuper-Mare, to Sir John Smyth, bart. and others, to be ſold for 
the payment of his debts; in purſuance of which ſeveral eſtates in Clapton and Weſton _ 
were ſold to different perſons; and afterwards by deeds dated 1 and 2 May 1690, the 
reſidue of the manor of Clapton was, with the conſent of Henry the ſon, ſold for the. 
ſum of 43 50l. to Thomas Edwards, of the city of Briſtol, eſq. From him it deſcended 
to Mrs. Colſton," of Broughton in the county of Oxford, one of his daughters and co- 
heireſſes, whoſe ſon the Rev. Robert Ready is the preſent poſſeſſor. 
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Naiſh-Houſe and grounds (on the borders of the pariſh, now the ſeat of Walter 
King, eſq;) and Dunhills, part of the Cunnygree and Quarrs, were part of the Winters' 
eſtates, and were ſold from them in 1687, to Mrs. Kemys for the ſum of 2450. 


"The manor-houſe of Clapton ſtands near the church, and is an ancient ſtructure, 
built by one of the Arthurs, whoſe arms, impaling thoſe of Berkeley, are placed over the 
front of the porch; from which it ſeems probable that Richard Arthur, who married 
Alice the daughter of James lord Berkeley, in the time of Henry VI. was the founder. 


The living of Clapton, valued in 1292 at eight marks, is a rectory in the deanery 
of Redcliff and Bedminſter. The lord of the manor has the patronage; and the Rev. 
Henry Still is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Michael the archangel, is ſituated on an emi- 
nence, near the edge of the moor, and commands a pleaſing proſpe& of that natural 
amphitheatre, which has been taken notice of in Walton, by whoſe aſpiring caſtle the 
view is on that ſide terminated, It conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and aile on the north 
ſide; at the weſt end is a plain tower containing three bells. 


In the north aile is the burial-place of the Winter family; and againſt the wall 
thereof, ſtands a ſtately monument of ſtone, on which are the effigies of a man in 
- armour, and a lady in a black cloſe-bodied veſt, both kneeling, and between them a 
child ſeated in a chair, and holding a ſmall ſcull in his lap with his right hand. On the 
baſe is this inſcription. ! Here lyeth the body of Edmund ſonne of Henry Winter, 
eſq; who departed this life November the 25th, Anno Domini 1672.” On the top of 
the pediment theſe arms, Sable, a feſſe ermine: a creſcent for diſtinction; Winter: impa- 
ling argent, a chevron between three coots ſable; Southcote. 


Againſt the north wall is a ſmall monument, inſcribed, ! Here lyeth the body 
of William Winter, eſq; who departed this life the 2 1ſt day of Aprill, A. D. 1632. 
Alſo Mary his wife, daughter and heire unto Edward Arthur, eſq; who departed this 
life the 17th day of Februarie, Anno Dom. 1632, whoſe iſſue were three ſonns, and 


four daughters.” Arms, Winter, impaled with gules, a chevron wow between three 
clarions or; Arthur. 
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S ſituated in the ſouthern part of the county, adjoining to the hundred of Pitney; 
and contains nine pariſhes, one of which compriſes the ancient town of Somerton, 
which gives name to this diſtri, and, according to the generally received opinion, 
to the whole county. Here was formerly a royal warren, the cuſtody of which 
belonged to a certain meſſuage within the manor of Newton-Foreſter in the hundred of 
North-Petherton, and was held jointly with the five foreſts in this county. 52 Hen, III. 
this hundred with its rents, profits, and all other appertenances, was granted by the 
King to Eleanor the wife of his ſon Prince Edward, afterwards King Edward I. | 


Mich. commun. 52 Hen. III. Rot. z. a. 
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MIS town, which in ancient times gave name to the whole county we are de- 
ſcribing, and is ſuppoſed to have received its own from the ſtival pleaſantneſs 
of its ſituation (the Saxons calling it SumupP-Tun,) ſtands in a very fertile and beautiful 
paxt of the county, finely interſperſed with cultivated hills, and rich luxuriant vallies. 
Its diſtance from Bridgwater is ſixteen miles towards the ſoutheaſt, and towards the 
ſouth thirteen from the city of Wells. | | 
It is ſituated on elevated ground, and conſiſts principally of five ſtreets, congiving 
two hyndred and fifry-one houſes, which are chiefly built of blue lyas ſtone, brought 
from the quarries in the neighbourhood of the town. This part is called the borough of 
| Somerton, 
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Somerton, and adjoining to it is the tithing of Lowzs-SoMERTON, or SOMERTON- 
ERLEIGH, in which are twenty houſes. One mile eaſtward is the tithing of Huzcor, 
having nine houſes. In the whole pariſh are about two hundred and eighty houſes, 
and nearly one thouſand four hundred and eighty inhabitants. 


On the eaſtern ſide of the hill, above the hamlet of Hurcot, are 8 quan- 
tities of fine white alabaſter. The ſouthweſt declivity of this range of mountain, 
extending four miles northward, bears conſpicuous traits of its having formed in ſome 
very early period a bold and rocky boundary to the ſea, being remarkably ſteep, ſtrongly 
indented, and in ſome parts fretted into deep concavities; and there are many plants 
growing thereon ſuch as are uſually met with on the ſea-coaſt. If King's-Sedgmoor 
was once a part of the ſea (and that it was little doubt can remain in the mind of an 
attentive obſerver) its waters would naturally flow into this reſervoir, and form a bay 
under this fine ridge of hills. - The river Cary runs through this pariſh under a ſtone 
bridge of three arches, a quarter of a mile northeaſtward from the town. Under an 
alms-houſe ſituated in the weſt ſtreet there is a ſpring of very fine water, which emits 
five different ſtreams, about two feet diſtant from each other; from which circumſtance 
it has obtained the name of Ringers'-Well. Theſe five ſtreams conjointly form a ri- 
vulet which falls into the river ſoutheaſtward from the town. F 


The alms-houſe juſt mentioned was founded by Sir Edward Hext in the year. 1626, 
for eight poor men, viz. four of Somerton, two of Langport, and two of High-Ham; 
each of whom have a room and garden plat allotted them; and two ſhillings a week, 
with about fix ſhillings weekly for the purchaſe of coals. On the front of the building 
are the initials E. H. for Edward Hext, and his arms, a tower between three battle- 


axes; as alſo this verſe of ſcripture: © He hath diſperſed abroad and given to the poor: 
his benevolence remaineth for ever. 1626.” 


The government of the town is veſted in conſtables; and there is a hall for holding 
petty- ſeſſions. The market is on Tueſday, and very conſiderable for corn, cattle, &c. 
There are five fairs for cattle, three weeks intervening between each; the firſt begins on 
the Tueſday in Paſſion-Week. Here are s two other fairs, held Sept. 30, and 
Nov. 8, for cattle, ſneep, hogs, and pedlary- war 


It has been ſuppoſed by ſome that Somerton was a Roman town; but hiſtory is 
filent of any event incident to it previous to the heptarchy, when it is ſaid to have 
been of large capacity, fortified and walled round by the Weſt-Saxon kings.* Here 
King Ina had his -palace and his caſtle, which in the wars with Mercia A.D. 732, 
Ethelbald king of that country made himſelf maſter of, but was ſoon after driven 
from the country, and in a mutiny ſlain by his own ſubjects. About the year 877 the 
place was plundered and laid waſte by. the Danes under the conduct of their captains 
Inguar and Hubba,* but being ſoon re-edified, became the moſt conſiderable town in 
all this territory, both in regard of its extent and population, and the ſtrength of its 

citadel or fortreſs; which having been founded by the Kings of Weſſex on the brow or 
edge of the hill, had from its ſituation the name of Monzeclefe,' and at different periods 


* Cojton MS. Julius F. vi. > Chron, Saxon, 54. © Cotton MS, ut ſupra, © Ibid, 
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contained within its walls the perſons of moſt diſtinguiſhed priſoners, among whom 

was John king of France, who 33 Edw. III. was removed hither by order of the King 
— Hertford-caſtle, with a view of more firmly lodging his royal charge. For the 
buſineſs of this removal, and for ſecuring the monarch on his arrival at Somerton, com- 
miſſioners of high rank were appointed by the crown;* and the caſtle was fitted up 
commodiouſly for his teception. On the decay of this caſtle, the common priſon of 
the county was erected out of its ruins, and was © imbattelled aboute caſtell lyke in 
perpetuam rei memoriam.” The ruinous fragments of this laſt building are ſtill extant, 
and part of an inn, called the Bear- inn, built out of them; at the back of which ſouth- 
ward is a remnant of the old wall, with two or three crenellations, and the velliges of 
a ſemicircular tower. 


There were at the Conqueſt few more conſiderable manors in the county than that of 
Somerton, which comprehended, beſides the town of its name, the borough of Lang- 
port, and the eſtates of three Saxon thanes. The following account an it is given in 
the Norman ſurvey: 


« The King holds SuuERR TONE. King Edward held it. It never gelded, nor is the 
© number of hides known. The arable is fifty carucates. In demeſne are five caru- 
te cates, and four ſervants, and fourſcore villanes, and twenty-eight cottagers, with forty 
« ploughs. There are one hundred acres of meadow, and one mile of paſture in length, 
te and half a mile in breadth, Wood one mile long, and one furlong broad. 


« There is a borough which is called LAxroRTRH, in which reſide thirty- four bur- 
« pefſes, rendering fifteen ſhillings, and two fiſheries render ten ſhillings. | It brings in 
ce per annum ſeventy-nine pounds ten ſhillings and ſeven-pence of twenty in the ore. 


* To this manor are added three lands which three thanes held in the time of King 
« Edward, Briſnod, and Aluric, and Sawin, and gelded for five hides and a half, 
ce There are ſeven villanes, and five cottagers, with four ploughs. It yields ſeven 
pounds and fifteen ſhillings. 


« From this manor is taken away half a hide; DENESMODESWELLE, which was of the 
te King's demeſne farm. Alured de Hiſpania holds it, and it is worth ten ſhillings.”* 


The two manors of Sumertone and Cedre [ Chedder] with their appendages in the 
te time of King Edward paid the expence of one night's entertainment for the King.“ 


After the Conqueſt this manor was given by King Henry II. to his natural ſon 
William Longeſpee or Longſword, who by Ric. I. was created Earl of Saliſbury. This 
William Longeſpee erected at Somerton, on the ſpot where now ſtands the pariſh 
church, a houſe for nuns, and endowed the ſame with certain lands of his demeſne in 
Somerton. Which nunnery, according to ſome, is ſaid to have been ſuppreſſed on 


account of the ſociety clandeſtinely ſending news by ſpies to the French King; and 


according to others by Henry V. for the building of the monaſteries of Shene and 
Sion. In the time of this poſſeſſor the inhabitants of the town of Somerton were 


* See the Engliſh Hiſtories ; Dugdale's Baronage, i. 388; ii. 168, c. * Cotton MS. ut ſupta. 
Lib. Domeſday. > Ibid, Cotton MS. ut ſupra. 
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aſſeſſed in the ſum of four pounds aid for marrying the King's daughter; and 14 Hen. 
III. were tallaged at ten pounds. 


This William, whoſe ſurname originated b the very long and remarkable ſword 
he uſually wore, was one of the active barons in the time of King John, and was ſheriff 
of Wiltſhire, warden of the marches of Wales, ſheriff of the counties of Cambridge 
and Huntingdon, commander of the Engliſh fleet, ſheriff of Somerſet, and governor of 
the caſtles of Wincheſter, Portcheſter, and Sherborne. He married Ela the daughter 


of William Devereux earl of Saliſbury, who ſurvived him, and who being a lady of no 


mean accompliſhments, after ſerving the office of ſheriff for the county of Wilts for 
three ſeveral years in the reign of Henry III. ſolicited that King, and paid him the ſum 
of two hundred marks, to have that office continued to her for the reſidue of her life. 


But being a perſon of much piety alſo, ſhe ſeven years after her huſband's deceaſe, for 


the health of his ſoul, her own, and all her anceſtors, founded in a certain place called 
Snailes⸗Mede, in the pariſh of Laycock in the county of Wilts, to the honour of 
our Lady, and St. Bernard,” an Auguſtine nunnery, in which ſhe firſt took the habit 
of a nun; and afterwards in the year 1240 the office of an abbeſs in that foundation. 

After having preſided for the ſpace of eighteen years, being grown old, and become 
incapable of any longer holding her ſacred function, ſhe reſigned the ſame; and dying 
in 1263, was buried in her own abbey, where, in the cloiſters of this venerable building, 


great part of which is now ſtanding, a flat ſtone ſtill preſerves the following inſcription 
ro the memory of this very illuſtrious lady : 


1 Inkra ſunt defoſſa Elae venerabilis ofa, 
Quae dedit has ſedes ſacras monialibus aedes. 
Abbatiſſa quidem quae ſancte vixit ibidem, | 
Et comitiſſa Sarum, virtutum — bonarum. 
Obiit Wecel,” 


From this family the manor, town, and hundred of Somerton came to the crown, 
and were granted by King Edw. II. in the thirteenth year of his reign to Edmund, 
ſurnamed, from the place of his uſual reſidence, de Woodſtock, the ſecond ſon of King 
Edw. 1." who the year enſuing procured a licence for a fair to be held in this town 
yearly on the eve and day of St. Andrew the apoſtle, and the ſeven following days.” 
This Edmund forfeited his eftates by attainder, and the premiſes aforeſaid were given 
to William de Montacute earl of Saliſbury for the term of his life; but the attainder 
being revoked, the property was perpetuated in the perſon of Edmund, fon of the ſaid 
Edmund de Woodſtock, who, dying in his minority, was ſucceeded in all the eſtates by 
his brother John earl of Kent, which Joha 26 Edw. III. died ſeized of the manors of 
Somerton, Kingſbury, and Eaſt-Camel, all which he held of the King in chief as parcel 
of the county of Kent, leaving Joan his ſiſter the wife of Sir Thomas Holand, afterwards 
Duke of Surrey, heir to his eſtates.” The ſaid Sir Thomas Holand left iſſue an only 
daughter and heir Helen, married to Thomas Montague earl of Saliſbury, who inherited 
the eſtate, and left iſſue a ſole daughter and heir named Alice, married to Richard 
Neville, fon of Ralph earl of Weſtmoreland, created Earl of Saliſbury by Henry VI. 


* Mag. Rot. 14 Hen. II. | Ibid. 14 Hen. III. in Mon. Angl. iii. 342. 
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To this Richard earl of Saliſbury ſucceeded another Richard his ſon, who was 
knight of the garter, high admiral of England, and Earl of Warwick. He died in 
1472, and the manor we are now ſpeaking of paſſed to George duke of Clarence, 
who had married Iſabel the eldeſt daughter of the ſaid Earl Richard. Margaret, a 
daughter by this match, was by King Henry VIII. created Counteſs of Saliſbury, and 
ſucceeded to the poſſeſſion of this manor, which in her life-time was valued at 7 21. 3s. 
934." But after her death, which unproviſedly happened in the year 1541, the manor 
of Somerton was ſeized by the crown, and there held till the firſt year of the reign of 
Queen Mary, when it was granted to Francis earl of Huntingdon, and the lady Cathe- 
rine his wife (grandaughter of Margaret the ſaid Counteſs of Saliſbury) whoſe grandſon 
Sir Francis Haſtings, 2 Dec. 35 Eliz. fold the ſame to Sir Edward Hext and his heirs." 


This Sir Edward Hext by Dionyſia his wife left an only daughter heireſs to his great 
poſſeſſions, of which this manor and the neighbouring one of Aller were part; who was 
firſt married to Sir Ralph Killigrew, knt. and afterwards to Sir John Stawell, knight of 
the Bath, 


From Sir John Stawell, Eeond huſhand of the ſaid heirels of Hext, Somerton de- 
ſcended to his ſon Ralph Stawell, who by King Charles II. was created Baron Stawell 
of Somerton ; in whoſe deſcendants the manor continued till fold by the executors of 
the laſt Lord Stawell to Colonel r from whom it has come to the Earl of 
Ilcheſter the preſent proprietor, 


The manor of SoukRTON-ERLE, or ExlzIch, (ſometimes alſo called Somerton- 
Parva) was ſo named from its poſſeſſors and reſidentiary inhabitants, the family of 
Erleigh, of whom mention has been made in the account of Beckington in the hun- 
dred of Frome.“ They held this manor by the grand ſerjeanty of being the King's 
chamberlain, and pouring water on his hands upon his birth-day.* In the time of 
Edw. III. John de Erleigh fold the manor of Somerton-Erle, with the advowſon 
of the chapel of the ſaid manor, to Richard Brice and Edith his wife; who paſſed 
the ſame to Sir Guy de Bryan, knt. who 12 Ric. II. enfeoffed Robert Fitzpaine and 
others in truſt with the manors of Kingſton, Somerton-Erle, and Somerton-Randoly, 
remainder to Guy his ſon and his heirs male, and in default of iſſue to William de 
Bryan his ſon and his heirs male, and in default of ſuch iſſue of him, to Philip his ſon 
and his heirs male.* The ſaid Guy de Bryan died 14 Ric. II. then ſeized of this 
manor, which deſcended to Philippa his couſin and coheireſs, firſt married to John 
| Devereux, and afterwards to Sir Henry le Scrope, knt. Which Philippa held at her 
death, 8 Henry IV. the manor of Somerton-Erle, and alſo one meſſuage, one carucate 
of arable land, ten acres of meadow, and ten of paſture, in Somerton-Randolf, of 
Elizabeth Juliers counteſs of Kent by knight's ſervice ; as alſo the manor of Kingſton, 
and the advowſon of the church, held of Sir Robert Latimer, knt.; and the manors of 
Downhead and Stoke, held of Philip Hampton; and the manors of Shockerwick and 
Bath-Eaſton, held of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells; leaving Elizabeth her ſiſter, the 
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wife of Robert Lovel, her next heir,” In the time of Henry VIII, this manor belonged 
to the Earl of Northumberland, who fold it to Johnſon, and he to William Popley, 
gent, who 20 May, 37 Henry VIII. fold it to John Wiſſe. 2 Dec. 40 Eliz. the ſaid 
John Wiſſe ſold the manors of Somerton-Erleigh, and Rendall, otherwiſe Somerton- 
RandoFf, to the family of Fiſher,* in which it continued till the beginning of this cen- 
tury, when it paſſed by an heireſs of John Fiſher to Mr. Bernard, He dying inteſtate, 
the eſtate was divided between four children, of whom were three ſons and one 
daughter, One of the ſons died ſoon after the father, The daughter was married to 
Mr. Gill, who in her right enjoyed the third ſhare, and added another thereto by the 
22 of the younger Mr. Bernard's purparty. The other third part remains veſted 
in John Bernard, eſq; ſon of Mr, Bernard aforeſaid, 


The manor of HvrxcorTrT, or Hurdecote, which formerly belonged to Lord Grey; is 
now the property of Richard Henry Bennett, eſq. 


17 Edw. I. William de Gardino, one of the ſame family whereof we have ſpoken in 
the hundred of Portbury, held in the pariſh of Somertgn a meſſuage, one hundred 
and ſeventy acres of arable land, eight acres of meadow, thirty ſhillings and one farthing 
rent of aſſize, and thirty ſhillings cuſtomary rent, with other ſervices, As alfo a meſ- 
ſuage, one hundred and twenty acres of arable, two acres of meadow, and forty ſhillings 
rent, in Farringdon, And in Cogges, a meſſuage with a cloſe, thirty acres of arable, fix 
acres of meadow, forty ſhillings rent of aſſize, and five ſhillings cuſtomary rent, with 
other ſervices and cuſtams,: 


A. D. 894, King Æthelred gave to the abbey of Athelney all the tirhes of mochten 
Erleigh, which grant was confirmed by William de Erlega, A. D. 1168,” The fame 
abbey had a penſion of ten marks out of the church of Somerton.* 


Biſhop Savaricus appropriated the tithes of Somerton to the abbey of Muchelney in 
the year 1205, and in 1292 the rectory was valued at thirty marks, and the Vicarage at 
one hundred ſhillings.* 


The benefice is vicarial in the deanery of Ilcheſter, * in the gift of the Earl of 
Ilcheſter, The Rey, John Chafic is the preſent incumbent, | 

The church is dedicated to St. Michael the archangel, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, 
ſide ailes, veſtry-room, and porch, On the ſouth ſide is an octangular embattled tower, 
ſixty- three feet high, in which are eight windows, and fix bells, 


In the ſouth wall of the belfry, in a niche formed by a plain pointed arch, bes 5 
effigy of * one Edithe in portrature of ſtone, the whiche was bylyke the Saxten, that 
had the rule of the churche and hewſes, and by es! the fowndres of the * 
Divers of the chief nuns were buried here. 


Againſt the ſouth wall of the chancel is the following as; — Thomas 8 
Preen, gen, hanc capellam ſumptibus propriis ornavit, Anno Dom, 1627,” | 


7 Be, *= Ligenee toalienate, Eſe. „ Regiſt, Abbat. de Athielney, © Ibid, 
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Upon the ſame wall is a marble monument, inſcribed, . Underneath are depo- 
ſited the remains of Harbin Arnold, gent. of this town, wha died the firſt of Auguſt 
1782, aged 77 years. He built the veſtry- rom at his own expence, gave two braſs 
chandeliers to the church, and added another bell in the tower. He alſo bequeathed to 
the ſecond poor of this town an annual gift of eight guineas for ever ta be diſtributed 
in bread. In grateful teſtimony of his liberal benefactions, and moſt eminent virtues 
both private and publick, and as an example to each poſterity beneficence, his execu- 
tors have erected this manument.” 


On the north wall is a marble A . 
who died July 25, 1764, aged 62; and Priſcilla his wife, who died June 5th, 1751, 
aged 42. 

* Alice Yeates, widow and reliẽt of Henry Yeates, of Hurdcot within this pariſh, 
gent. having a due regard for the promotion af the Chriſtian Religion, by her laſt will 
and teſtament gave the fum of five pounds to be paid yearly for ever for the educating 
at an Engliſh ſchool twelve poor children of this pariſh.” 


Mr. Thomas Churchey, goldſmith of London, fon of Mr. Jerome Churchey of 
this town, out of his great love and charity to the poor of this town, being the place of 
his nativity, did by his will give ten pounds, to be diſtributed to the poor people the 
day he was brought hither to be buried. And gave one hundred and fifty pounds 
more to be beſtowed in lands, and appointed the profits thereof to be given to the 
poor in bread every Lord's-day. He died the ninth day of February 1690, and lies 
interred in the ſouth poreh of this church.” 


Mr. Thomas Glover, citizen and ironmonger of London, becauſe his father was 
born in this town, and intended to give ſomething for the publick benefit thereof, but 
died before he performed it, gave a houſe near the church-yard to the town for ever, 
that the rent and profits thereof might be beſtowed every week in bread for the poor. 
He gave alſo another houſe 1 the ſetting up and tnaintenance of a 
free-ſchool, Anno Dom. 1675.” | 


——————— .. .. — 


ALLE R, "aids ALRE. 


HE Britiſh word Alwar ſignifies a Mint or Treaſury; but it is not clear * far 
its meaning may be applicable to this village, which is ſituated near the banks 
of the Parret, northweſt from Langport, that river dividing it from Eaſt-Eing and the 

Ifle of Athelney, the celebrated retreat of the illuſtrious Alfred, whoſe name has 
ſtamped immortality on this leſs conſpicuous ſpot. 


That King, having at Etbandune, or Edington, fignally overthrown the Daniſh 
forces, reduced them to terms of peace, and engaged on his part to reſign the king- 
dom of the Eaſt-Angles to wen of their people a as would embrace the Chriſtian 
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religion. Th purſuance of this treaty, Godrun or Guthrun their leader came to Are, 
the place we are now ſpeaking of, being in the vicinity of Athelney, with thirty of his 
officers, to receive the rite of baptiſm, and King Alfred himſelf ſtood ſponſor for him at 
the font, and gave the barbarian convert the name of Atbelſtan. The Danes ſtaid 
twelve days after at Aller with the King, and were _ diſmiſſed with large preſents 
of money.“ 


The next account we have of this place occurs in the Norman record, FER we are 
told that one Ulward a Saxon was owner of it in the time of Edward the Confeſſor, but 


that when the ſurvey was taken it belonged to mo de Limeſi, one of the * 
ror's followers: 


« Ralph himſelf holds Arzz. Umard held it in the time ha King Edward, and 
ce gelded for two hides. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, 
cc and two ſervants, and five villanes, and twelve cottagers, with two ploughs. There 
tc are fifteen acres of meadow, and two hundred acres of paſture; and ten acres of 
© wood. When he received it, it was worth one hundred ſhillings, now ſix pounds.“ 


In the time of Edw, II. John de Acton held a moiety of this manor of John 
Odingſeles by the ſervice of a knight's fee, and a fourth part of the neighbouring 
village of Staeth of Nicholas de Moels, and died 6 Edw. II. leaving John de Acton 
his ſon and heir.“ The whole manor of Aller, with that of Allermore, and other 
eſtates here, ſoon after this came to the family of Botreaux, whoſe heireſs carried it to 
the Hungerfords, from whom it came to the Haſtings earls of Huntingdon,* 25 Eliz, 
Henry earl of Huntingdon ſold the capital meſſuage here, with one hundred acres of 
arable land, ſix hundred of meadow, and ſixteen hundred of paſture in Aller, Allermore, 
and Combe, to Roger Bromely, and Chriſtopher Southowſe, and the heirs of the ſaid 
Chriſtopher,” The manor was purchaſed by Sir Edward Hext, and from him it came | 
to the family of Stawell; but now belongs to Emanuel- college i in Cambridge, 


In this pariſh is a hamlet called Wor TH, ſituated a mile towards the uthweſt, which 
in the Conqueror's time belonged to Roger de Curcelle, being then written Worde, 


ec William holds of Roger, Wore, Two thanes held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for one hide and a half. The arable is three carucates, There 
cc are ten villanes, with two carucates and a half, and four acres of meadow, and four 
* furlongs of wood in length, and two N in breadth. It was and is worth 
te ſixty ſhillings,” 
| The living, which is a rectory i in the 3 of Ucheſter, y was in 1292 valued at 


twenty marks.“ The patronage is in EY . and the _ app Greſley | is 
the preſent incumbent, 


In the church, which is dedicated to St. hes were © engt founded ſeveral 
chantries; as, 1. Sf. Mary's chantry, the laſt incumbent of which, John Chynne, 


had in 1553 a penſion of 5l. 2, Trinity _ Henry Larbeck incumbent, 61, 
138. 4d, John Whytwell, another incumbent, 61, 138. 4d. 3, Holy Crg 5 _—_ 


o Chron, Saxon, p, 85, » Lib, Domeſday, 7 2 * Bſe, | bid. 
Licence to alienate, Lab. Domeſday, s Taxat, Spiritual, 


William * 


Pei Ie 189 


William Troylyan 6l. The church is an ancient edifice of one pace, with a tower at 
the weſt end, containing three bells. The ſouth door is ſurmounted by a very fine 
Saxon arch, and in the upper pannel of the door 4s a curious Ken * of a 
pelican and her young. 


Under an arch in the north wall of the chancel, lies the effigy in armour of Sir 
Reginald de Botreaux, knight, and near it on an upright ſtone this inſcription : 


< ic jacet Reginaldus filius Wilhelmi Domini de Botreaur, qui obijt 
xxx die menſis Julii, Anno Domini Wcecerr*.” - 


In the church-yard is alſo a mutilated effigy, probably of another of this ancient and 
noble family. 


Dr. Ralph Cudworth, rector of this pariſh, was father of that moſt learned Siviae | 
Ralph Cudworth, the celebrated author of the © Intellectual Syſtem,” He was born 
here in 1617, and in 1630 was admitted penſioner of Emanuel-college in Cambridge, 
where he received his degrees. He was afterwards preſented to the rectory of North- 
Cadbury in this county; appointed - in 1644 maſter of Clare-hall in Cambridge, and 
the year after nominated profeſſor of the Hebrew tongue in that univerſity. In 1654 
he was choſen maſter of Chriſt's-college, Cambridge; and in 1657 was one of the 
perſons nominated by a committee of the parliament to be conſulted about the Engliſh 
tranſlation of the Bible, He died June 26, 1688, and. was buried in the chapel of 
Chriſt's-college, He was a man of very extenſive learning, excellently ſkilled in the 
learned languages and antiquity; a4 good mathematician, a ſubtle philoſopher, and 
profound metaphyſician. His works in print and manuſcript are very numerous. 


Aller-Moor is famous for a fight in 1645 between the 1 and F 
forces, It has in it a fine decoy, belonging to Lady Acland. p 


. * Willis's Hiſt, of Abbies, „ü. 20. 1 Biog. Diet. iv. 248, | 


WEST... CAMEL. 


HIS pariſh lies at the eaſtern extremity of the hundred, adjoining to the pariſh of 
Queen-Camel in the hundred of Cataſh, in a flattiſh muy country, the foil of 
which is a wet heavy and cold clay, It comprehends | 


1. Downazap, in which are eleyen houſes, ſituated northweſt, e 2H 
2. UROASHAx, about half a mile weſtward from the church, containing nine houſes, 


The village itſelf contains forty-one houſes; the number of r is two hun- 
dred and ſixty- three. It had once a family of its name, | 
In a hill half a mile to the north two catacombs were diſcovered a few years ago, in 


which lay many bodies regularly arranged in rows, each in a ſmall trench, the _ 
| iate 
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pace filled up with well ſtones; theſe bodies were found at the depth of fiva feet. 
th the ſurface, with their feet turned towards the north. 


The manor of Weſt-Camel was part of the poſſeſſions of aachen ahbe. and i is 
thus recorded: 


« The church itſelf holds CAMELLE. In the time of King Edward it | gelded for ten 
< hides. The arable is ſixteen carucates. Thereof are in demeſne four hides and a 
ce half, and there are four carycates, and five ſervants, and ſeven yillanes, and eight 
te cottagers, with ſix ploughs. There is a mill rendering ten ſhillings, and ſixty acres 
te of meadow, and ſixty acres of paſture. Of theſe ten hides Dodeman holds of the 
ce abbot one hide, and has there one plough, and three villanes, with one carucate, and 
ce two acres of meadow. The whole is worth ten pounds and ten ſhillings.” | 


In 1293 the temporalities of the abbot of Muchelney in —_—__ were valued at 
81.” After the diſſolution the manor was granted to Edward earl of Hertſord, and in 
his time was valued at 2 51. 148. 1d. per annum. But in this laſt- mentioned valuation 
was included the manor of Downhead, which 32 Edw. III. William Derby, chaplain, 
and Alexander de Cammel, clerk, gave to Thomas de Overtone abbot of Muchelney, 
and the convent of that monaſtery, to find a certain regular chaplain to celebrate divine 
ſervice in the abbey- church there for the good eſtate of the ſaid Alexander during his 
life, and for his ſoul after his deceaſe, and the ſouls of all his anceſtors, and all the 
faithful deceaſed, every day for ever. The manor of 3 hos of late years 
belonged to the family of Kingſton. f 


There was an ancient manor called Sho, but now SLow, which formerly belonged to 
the family of Montague. 


The living is rectorial in the deanery of Marſton, and in the gift of the Biſhop of 
Bath and Wells. The Rev. William Willes, archdeacon of Wells, is the preſent incum- 
bent. In 1292 this reQory was rated at twenty marks.“ 


The church is dedicated to All-Saints, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and north 
alle tiled, with a ſquare tower on the ſouth ſide, crowned with a ſmall ſteeple covered 
with lead. The north aile belongs to the — of Slow-Court, and has been long 
the burial-place of the family of Parſons.. 


In the chancel there is a marble monument to the memory of the Rev. Montrich 
Hill, A. M. rector of this pariſh, who died Aug. 16, 1744, aged 58. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are on an average ten, the burials five. 


Adjoining to the church- yard ſtands the parſonage-houſe, built on ne ſcite of che 
old grange belonging to the abbots of Muchelney. 


. At Downhead there was anciently a chapel ; but it has long ſince "IE deſtroyed. 


„Lib. Domeſday, _ 2 Taxat. Temporal. © MS. Valor. 
Adam de Domerham, in Append, ad præfat. lxxii. * Taxat, Spiritual, 
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CHARLTON-ADAM, otherwiſe EAST-CHARLTON, 


S a ſmall pariſh eaſtward from Somerton, conſiſting of about forty houſes, and two 
hundred and ten inhabitants, The houſes are in general very decent dwellings, 
and ſome very good; being built of that excellent blue lyas which is found at Hinton- 
Mandeville and Kingweſton. The village conſiſts of two irregular ſtreets near the 
church, The river Cary divides this pariſh from Kingſdon, and continuing its courie 
by the town of Samerton, and round the north ſide of Ham-hill, joins the Parret near 


-  Boroughbridge, The houſes in this pariſh ſtand in a grove of fine cls, which fringe 
the borders of almoſt every inclofure and road. | 


This and the adjoining pariſh of Weſt-Charlton, or Charlton-Mackarel, are in 
Domeſday-Bogk comprehended under the i title of Cerletune, and thus 
furveyed; 

« Roger [Arundel] himſelf holds C ERL ET UNE. Aluerd held it in the time of King 
cc Edward, and gelded for three hides, The arable is fix carucates, In demeſne is one 
te carucate, and four ſervants, and three villanes, and nine cottagers, with three 
« ploughs, There are thirty acres of meadow, and two acres of wood, 1 was worth 
* ſix pounds, now one hundred ſhillings.“ 

The manor of Charlton-Adam became in future time the poſſeſſion of the priory of 
Brewton, under whom it was ſometime held by Lord Henry Fitz-Richard, who ob- 
tained of the prior and convent licence to erect a free-chapel or chantry in his court of 
Charlton-Adam, to be ſeryed by a chaplain who ſhould receive all oblations coming ta 
the altar of the ſaid chapel, And the ſaid Henry Fitz-Richard, for himſelf and his 
heirs, and for the health of his own ſoul, and the ſouls of his anceftors and ſucceſſors, 
gave and granted in pure, free, and perpetual alms, to the church of our Lady at 
Brewton, and the canons there ſervihg Gap, in recompence of damages that might be 
ſuſtained by the mother-church of Charlton-Adam, belonging to the faid prior and 
' convent, by reaſon. of the ſaid chantry ſix acres of arable land of his lordſhip in the town 

of Charlton, and one acre of meadow, to hold to them and their ſucceflors freely and 
peaceably for ever.” In 1293 the temporalities of the prior of Rrewton in this place 
were rated at 6I. 8 Ric, II. Willam de Windfore was tenant of this manor under 
the faid priory, and lord alſo of Lydford, a neighbouring manor, and Knoll, which 
he held of the abbey of Athelney.“ 2 Eliz. the Queen granted the manor of Chaxlton- 
Adam, lately belonging to the monaſtery of Brewton, to Sir Francis Walſingham, 


knt.* who fold the ſame to Sir William Petre, knt, It is oute property of the Rev, 
Edmund Gapper, 


2 Edw. VI. the chantry or free-chapel of St, Stephen in this pariſh abovementioned 
was granted to Sir Thomas Bell, knt, and Richard Duke, eſq; to be eld of the * 
as of the manor of Stalbridge in the county of Porſet. 
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The church of Charlton-Adam was valued in 1292 at 100s.* The living is a vica- 
rage in the deanery of Ilcheſter; the Rev. Samuel Gatehouſe is the preſent incumbent. _ 


The church is dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, 
and fouth aile tiled, with a tower containing five bells. 


In the ſouth aile is an old mural monument, inſcribed, “ Here tech the bodi.of 
Thomas Baſket, of Charlton in com. Som. eſquir. He deceſed 16 Nov. A.D. 1592.” 


In the ſame aile are the following memorials to the family of Strangways of this 
place: Here underneath lyeth the body of Giles Strangways, eſq; of Charlton- 
Adam, who died Jan. 30, 1677, æt. ſuæ 77. 


Anne Bonham, wife of Thomas Strangways, ela; mother of four fas od twelve 
daughters, married 39 years, aged 60, buried Nov. 3, 1638. 


« Prope jacet Bonhamus Strangways, armiger, Portlandiæ caſtri, regnante Gulielmo 
tertio, præfectus, filius et hæres Ægidii Strangways ex Margaretta filia Henrici Ludlow, 
equitis aurati, ac ſorore illuſtris Edmundi Ludlow. 


e Tuxta item reconditur Jana præfati Bonhami vidua, et filia Robert Coker, armi- 
geri de Mapowder in agro Dorceſtrenſi. Bonhamus anno 1719, Jana anno 1741, 
pleni annis in Domino obdormiverunt.“ | EN 
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CHARLTON-MACKARELL, or WEST-CHARLTON, 


DJOINS to Charlton-Adam weſtward. The river Cary here runs under a ſtone. 
bridge of two arches on the Roman foſſe-road, called Popple-Bridge, and gives 

its name to two very ancient places, viz. Lxrzs-Caxv, and Cany-FITZPAINE. The 
latter of theſe places is thus ſurveyed in the Domeſday record: 


© Robert holds of Roger [Arundel] CRI. Two thanes held it in the time of 
« King Edward, and gelded for one hide wanting one furlong. The arable is one 
te carucate, which is in demeſne, with four OT -. There are twenty acres of mea- 
te dow. It was and is worth twenty ſkillings.””* 


Ik is ſeems to have been one of the chief ſeats of the family of Face who had 
in early times the poſſeſſion of the greateſt part of this pariſh. 8 Edw. I. Robert 
Fitzpaine is certified to hold a moiety. of the manor of- Charlton-Mackarell, and the 
manors of Cary, Bridgehampton, and Cheddon-Fitzpaine, with divers other eſtates in 
this county and that of Dorſet, for half a barony, being parcel of the honour of Roger 
Arundel; all which deſcended to Robert Fitzpaine his ſon and heir,” This Robert 
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was ſucceeded in theſe eſtates by a ſon and grandſon of his own name; the laſt of whom 
died ſeized of this manor and that of Cary 28 Edw. III.; and having no iſſue male, 
the ſaid manors were ſettled for life on Robert the younger ſon of Richard lord Grey 
of Codnor, and Elizabeth his wife, and the iſſue male of their bodies lawfully begotten. 
From this family of Grey, this pariſh for a while aſſumed the name of Charlton-Grey, 
and was afterwards poſſeſſed by the Lords Zouche of Harringworth. 


Other property in this pariſh came by the heireſs of Fitzpaine to the families of 
Poynings and Percy. A conſiderable eftate alſo in Charlton was long in the poſſeſſion 
of the Horſey family. Ralph de Horſey was living here in 1340, and then gave a 
meſſuage, two yard-lands of arable, and twelve acres of meadow land in Charlton- 
Mackarell, to a chaplain to perform divine ſervice for the ſoul of the ſaid Ralph, his 
anceſtors and ſucceſſors, in the church of the bleſſed Virgin Mary of Charlton every 
day for ever. A. D. 1395, John Horſey, who was in all probability ſon. of the 
abovementioned Ralph de Horſey, founded another chantry in this pariſh in a chapel 
called Horſley chapel, and gave thereto one meſſuage, eighty acres of arable land; and 
twelve acres of meadow lying within this pariſh, for the maintenance of a chaplain to 
celebrate therein. At the ſame time alſo Roger Rondell granted to the rector of the 
church. of Charlton and his ſucceſſors, one acre of arable land and one acre of meadow 
in the ſaid village, for ringing a certain bell there early i in the morning; as alſo cight 
acres of arable land, for the finding five lights in the ſaid church every high feſtival 
yearly for ever; and ten acres of arable land, and two acres of meadow, to find a lamp 
to burn | perpetually before the high altar. Moſt of the lands belonging to theſe 
chantries were aſter their diſſolution granted to Sir Thomas Bell, knt. and Richard 
Duke, eſq. John Drewe was the laſt incumbent of Ralph de Horſey's chantry, and 
had in 1553 a penſion of 11. 4s.” There was a place in Charlton-Mackarell called 

Horſey-Court. The manor now belongs to Thomas Lockyer, of Ilcheſter, eſq. 


The manor of Lytes-Cary had its name from the ancient family of Lyte, who had 
their habitation here in a large manſion, in which was a chapel, where their arms, viz; 
Gules, a chevron between three ſwans. argent, with many of their intermarriages, were 
depicted. Much of their property came into the family by the marriage of Thomas 
Lyte with the heireſs of Drew, whoſe family derived great eſtates from that of Horſey. 
The ſaid Thomas Lyte left iſſue ſeveral children, the eldeſt of whom, John, married 
Edith the daughter of John Horley, eſq; a deſcendant of the founders of the chan- 
tries abovementioned. The name is not yet extinct; but many of the original eſtates 

have paſſed into different families. A ſtone in the church floor informs us that 
Thomas Lyrte, eſq; buried in 1638, was the fourteenth | in lineal deſcent of this very an- 
cient family. 

The living is a rectory in the deanery of. Ilcheſter, valued in 1292 at * 


marks. The patronage is in the family of ———— The Rev. cee Ford is 
the preſent incumbent. | 


. © Ing. ad quod damn, „ Ibid, Pat. 2 Ed. ms ' Willis Hiſt of Abbies, i. 202 
* Cooke's Viſitation of Somerſetihire. - ; > Taxat, Spiritual, _ 2 
vor. il. | Cc . The 


194 | CHARLTON-MACKARELL-. , [Somerton, 


The church is dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and is a handſome Gothick 


ſtructure in the form of a croſs, having in the centre a large embattled tower, contain- 
ing four bells. 


At the north end of the tranſept is an ancient tomb, having thereon the mutilated 


remains of the effigies of a man and woman, repreſenting probably ome of the Lyte 
family, who were buried in this part of the church. 


In the floor are theſe inſcriptions: 


« Sept. 18, Ano Dñi 16 38, Thomas Lyte, of Lytes-Carie, eſq; in lineal deſcent of - 
that ſurname and family the 14th, here reſteth in the Lord. Mihi vita Chriſtus. 


&* Here lyes the body of John Lyte, eſq; who departed this life May 15, 1698. 
« Alſo the body of Thomas Lyte, eſq; who died Sept. 7, 1761, aged 67.” 


In the eaſt wall of the chancel are two elegant mural monuments of white marble, 
to the Dodd family, with the following inſcriptions : 


ce Underneath are depoſited the remains of the late Rev. Mr. William Dodd, M. A. 
rector of this place, and ſole patron of the church, vicar of Northover, and pfebendary 
of Cudworth and Knowl founded in the cathedral church of St. Andrew in Wells. He 
departed this life the 18th of March 1760, in the 6gth year of his age. He was a 

tender huſband, an affectionate parent, a cheerful companion, and a ſincere friend; he 
performed the buſineſs of his function regularly, decently, and with ſeriouſneſs ; and his 
life and converſation were. not inconſiſtent with his profeſſion, Near this place alſo 
lies the body of Mrs. Jane Dodd, daughter of John Strachey, of Sutton-Court in this 
county, eſq; and wife to the aboveſaid the Rev. Mr. Dodd, who died Sept. 23, 17 32, 
aged 39. | 

On the other monument: e Near this monument reſt the remains of Lydia 

Dodd, ſecond daughter of the late Rev. William Dodd, rector of this church. She 
lived in this world as one expecting a better, and in that hope departed this life June 


19, 1778, aged 52 years. Her ſiſter Jane Cheſelden, as a mark of her great affec- 
tion, erects this monument to her memory.” 


On the north wall, in the chancel, is an old ſmall mural monument to the Rev. 
Simon and Mary Whitcomie, but the inſcription is nearly illegible. 

On the ſouth wall, on a plain black ſtone: « To the memory of the Rev. Mr. 
Jarvis, Oct. 31, 1670;—Mr. Brown, April 17, 1684 ;—Mr. Lapley, Jan. 5, 168 5;— 


Mr. Carter, July 29, 1718;—ſometime rectors of this Place; ; this ſtone is inſcribed by 
the preſent incumbent, 17 57.” 


On a ſtone in the chancel floor: Underneath are buried Eleanor a Soars 
and Charles and Arthur, twins, ſons of John Pyne, elq; and Mary his * nw dyed 


in their infancy,” | 
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S a pariſh lying nearly midway between Ueheſter and > POR, on high land, 

commanding an extenſive proſpect towards the ſouth and ſouthweſt. On the ide 

of the hill, below the village, there are ſeveral large quarries of a kind of ſlate or ruſt- 

coloured ſtone, which lie in thin lamina one above another nearly horizontally, with 

thin layers of earth between them. This ſtone contains a few ſoſſil ſhells of the bivalve 

kind. This pariſh contains about one hundred houſes, and * four hundred and 
fifty inhabitants. 


There is no mention of this place in the Conqueror's ſurvey, it 3 wit at that. 
time perhaps a member of ſome other manor. In the time of Edw. III. John Goghe 
held this manor.* After this it belonged to the Fitz-Alans earls of Arundel, and the 
Scroops of Maſham.* 6 Edw. VI. the manor of Kingeſdowne, with its appertenances, 
and the advowſon of the church, and other lands, tenements, and hereditaments in 
Kingeſdowne, were held by Sir Edward Fines, knt. Lord Clinton and Say, of the King 
by the twentieth part of a knight's fee. In the ſucceeding reign the ſame manor be- 
longed to Matthew Arundel, eſq; and is at preſent the property of the Earl of Arundel. 


In the taxation of 1292 the living, which is a rectory in the deanery of Ilcheſter, was 
rated at twenty-one marks.* The lord of the manor is the ppitron, and the Rev. 
Thomas Tucker is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to All-Saints ; it ſtands on high ground, and is a large ſub- 


ſtantial edifice, built in the form of a croſs, with a large dr tower at the weſt 
end, containing a clock and ſix bells. 


At the eaſt end of the tranſept, under the window, is the fone effigy teme 
perſon with his ſhield and belt. 


In the chancel floor there is a braſz· plate with this e — Hic j jacet ma- 
giſter Johannes Dotin, medicus ac aſtrologus inſi gnis, quondam hujus eccleſiæ paſtor, 
necnon Collegii Exonien. Oxon. rector, qui obijt ) Novembris, A* Dñi 156 1, cui 
glorioſam concedat Dominus reſurrectionem.“ | 


This John Dotin was a bachelor of phyſick, and according to e Wood, 
though he wrote nothing, yet was a learned man, and a benefactor to learning, by giving 
, to the college whereof he was rector, a houſe and lands ſituated in the pariſh of Bampton 
in the county of Oxford, (of which place he was one of the vicars) and alſo all his \ 
books of medicine for the improvement of the college library. He was likewiſe ſome- * 
time rector of Whitſton in the county of Cornwall, and canon of the cathedral church | \ 
of Exeter. | 4 
The n in this pariſh are none the burials fifteen, upon an average 43 


* Eſc, 30 Ed. 11. „ +4 © Ter. n © Ibid. * 'Taxat. Spiritual. 
* Wood's Faſti, i. 55. Hiſt. of Oxford, 114. | | 
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Vr this place, which lies on the Roman folle-road, here traverſed by the river 


Brew, running from Brewton towards Glaſtonbury, we have the following ac- 
count in che Norman ſurvey: 


ce Roger holds of the church [of Glaſtonbury) LripzrorD. Alward held it in the 
«time of King Edward, nor could he be ſeparated from the church, and gelded for four 
te hides. The arable is five carucates. Thereof are in demeſne three hides and 
e half a virgate of land, and there are two ploughs, and ſix ſervants, and ſix villanes, 
te and three cottagers, with one carucate and a half. There is a mill of ten ſhillings 
cc rent, and forty acres of meadow. It was and is worth four pounds.“ 


This manor is not rated to the abbey ir: the taxation of its temporal eſtates, made 
A. D. 1293, and therefore we may ſuppoſe the abbots had nothing further to do with 
; it than as meſne lords. It became in proceſs of time attached to the honour of Glou- 
ceſter, and 24 Edw. I. was held therefrom; then conſiſting of two knights“ fees, by Sir 
John Bonville, knt.” After which it became the property of the Hills, of Hounſdon 
and Spaxton. In the inquiſition taken after the deceaſe of Sir John Hill, knt. 15 
Edw. III. he was found to have died ſeized of the manor and advowſon of Eaſt- 
Lydford, and the manors of Littleton, Harnam, Pury-Fitchet, Aſholt, Poſtridge, 
Tard, Sherington, Durland, Welleſleigh, and divers other manors and eſtates in this 
county, in which he was ſucceeded by Robert Hill his ſon and heir? 13 Henry VI. 
John Hill, of Spaxtoii, eſq; was lord of this manor and patron of the church, and after 
him John Hill, his ſon and heir.“ 24 Henry VII. Richard Mawdley of Nunney died 
ſeized of the ſame;* The matior now belongs to the Rev. Mr. Ryall. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Cary; the Rev. Narciſſus Ryall is the pre- 
ſent incumbent. IH 1292 it was rated at ten marks. 


The church ſtands in a low ſituation near the river, and is a ſmall building RED 
pace, with an open turret at the weſt end; in which hang two bells. 

There is a handſome rhural monument of various marbles erected in memory of John 

| Ryall, gent. of this place, who departed this life Sept. 9, 1781, aged 7g; at che ex- 


pence of John and Elizabeth Davis, nephew and niece of the deceaſed. Arms, Quar- 
terly, Argent and ſable, on a bend gules, three fleurs- de- lis or. 


„Lib. Domeſday. = Lib. Feed. ig poſt Mort, Jo. Hill, n. Ble. 
* Coles's Eſc. ap. Harl. MSS. 756, fo. 177. t Taxat. Spiritual. 
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other Suttons, lies three miles ſouth from Somerton, on the river Leo, which 
divides it from the pariſh of Martock. It conſiſts of one hundred and thirty houſes, 
of which one hundred and five compoſe ſeyeral ſtraggling ſtreets near the church, and 
the reſt are ſituated in the hamlet of KnowrLE, a mile eaſtward in the road to Ivelcheſter. 
The lands are in general a heavy yellowiſh clay, and moſtly arable. Here is a great 
deal of moor-land, particularly Kingsmoor, containing upwards of two hundred acres, 
which belong moſtly to this pariſh, Somerton, and Martock, all which pariſhes have a 


right of common on it for young cattle, horſes, and ſheep, under the direction of com- - 


miſſioners, choſen out of the pariſhes of Long-Sutton and Somerton. A. fair for ped- 
lary ware is held here on Trinity-Monday. 


In the year of our Lord 8 52, King Alfred gave to the church of ak the manor 


of Long-Sutton, conſiſting of ten caſſates of land, and diſtinguiſhed by the following | 


boundaries: © Ferſt on Chelbroke, from Chelbroke up to Harepath, end elang Harepath 
to: Merfronford, from Merfronford end lung ſtrate on Ryſbyll, from Ryſhwyll to Foul- 
wille into Anbence, end langes Penheved unto Foxhole; from Foxhole unto Erthenste 
eaſtwards, out of Erthenote into. Cuttlgſton, from Cuttleſton unto. Herpath, end elang 
Herpath unto Dyrſton ynto Anbence, from Anhence end elange the more unto Boyle- 
| dycb, from Boyle-dyche into the Lake, end elang the Lake unto the Dyche, out of the 
Dyche end lang Mores unto Benham eaſtwards, from Benham unto Swanmore, out of 
Swanmore into Yevel, out of Yevel into Pedryd, out of Pedryd into Abaulake, out of 
| Abaulake eſt into Chelbroke.””* 


The next account of this manor is in the Conqueror's CS tend i CoA 
as follows: 


© The Church itſelf holds Surunz. In the time of King Edward it gelded for ten 
« hides. The arable is ſixteen carucates. Of this are in demeſne four hides, and there 
ce are two carucates, and four ſervants, and eight villanes, and fix cottagers, with fix 
« ploughs. There are forty acres of meadbw; and ene hundred acres of paſture, It 
« js worth to the abbot eight pounds. | 


Of this land Roger [Brito, or Bret] holds half a hide, and has one plough. 


« Of the ſame land of this manor Roger de Corcel holds two hides againſt the 
te abbot's conſent. Two thanes held them of the church in the time of King Edward, 
and they could not be ſevered from it. The arable is two carucates, which are in 
* eee ee Ie is worth fifty ſhillings. TOE EO TOE 
te it of Roger. 2b 

This manor now belongs to the Counteſs of Northampton. 


Another manor in Sutton, called SuTTon- Dau, ne property of — Willa, cf 


as water eplana n The 


HIS pariſh, being ſo called on account of its . and to diſtinguiſh it from 
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The manor of Knowle was long held of the abbots of Athelney by the family of 
Gunter, and before them by the families of Middleney and L'Orti.© This was a 
chapel to Long-Sutton. 


Biſhop Savaricus, about the year 1198, Benedict being then abbot of Athelney, 
erected the church of Long-Sutton into a prebend in the cathedral church of Wells.* 
Which prebend, valued in 1292 at W marks, continued in that monaſtery 
till its diſſolution. 


The living is a vicarage, and a peculiar in the deanery of Ilcheſter, and in the gift of the 
dean and chapter of Wells. The Rev. Chriſtopher Tatchell is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to the Holy Trinity. It conſiſts of a nave, chancel, north 
and ſouth ailes, and two porches, all covered with lead except the chancel. At the 
weſt 'end is a well-built tower, one hundred feet high, decorated at the top with twelve 


Gothick pinnacles, and containing a clock and five bells. The weſt front of this tower 
has fix niches for ſaints. 


At the eaſt end of the north aile en is a mural monument of marble to the memory 
; of Elizabeth wife of Thomas Banbury of this place, gent. and daughter of Jaſper 
Radcliffe, of Franklin-houſe in the county of Devon, eſq; who died Dec. 29, 1716, 
aged 29. Arms, Argent, a croſs between four mullets gules, a creſcent for diſtinction; 
Banbury: impaling, argent, a bend engrailed ſable; Radcliffe. 


There are a few other inſcriptions to others of the ſame family. 


© Eſc, | Archer. | * Taxat. Spiritual. 
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uus place, lying nearly eaſtward from the town of Ilcheſter, originally had its 

name from the river Yeo, or Ivel, which divides a part of this pariſh from that 

of Limington. In ancient times it was called Geveltone, the G in old Saxon writings 

| frequently ſerving the place of I, as now uſed at the beginning of many of our modern 
names of things and places.. The pariſh is divided into two tithings, viz. 


1. YEOVILTON Tithing, containing twenty-one houſes, 'one of them a mill. 


2. SPECKINGTON, cum BRIDGHAMPTON Tithing, ſituated about a mile eaſtward 
from the church, in which are fourteen houſes. 


King William the Conqueror beſtowed the manor of Yeovilton on William de Auco, 
or Ow, as he is called in the ſurvey of that time : 


Ralph holds of William, GevzLTonz. In the time of King Edward it gelded for 
« eight hides. The arable is eight carucates, In demeſne are three carucates, and 


« four 
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« four ſervants, and ſix villanes, and four cottagers, with five ploughs. There are two 
ce mills rendering thirty ſhillings, and fourſcore and ten acres of meadqyy, and forty 
« acres of paſture. When he received it, it was worth nine pounds, now as much. 


« To this manor are added two hides, which five thanes held in the time of King 
Edward in equal portions. The arable is two carucates. It is worth thirty ſhillings.””* 


This William de Ow, Auco, or Ewe, was the ſon of Robert earl of Ewe, one of the 
chief counſellors to William duke of Normandy before his conqueſt of England. In 
the year 1088, he was of the number of thoſe who took part with Odo biſhop of 
Bayeaux, and Robert earl of Morton, for endeavouring to advance Robert Curthoſe to 
the crown; and in that purſuit did much miſchief in Glouceſterſhire and other. parts of 
the kingdom. But afterwards, in 1093, he forſook that cauſe, and ſubjected himſelf to 
William Rufus, to whom alſo he in a ſhort time proved unfaithful, and in conſequence 
thereof forfeited his fortune and his life together. Although many of his lands were 
afterwards reſtored to his ſucceſſors, yet it is evident this manor never was, at leaſt fo 
fully as he had himſelf enjoyed it. For it appears that in the time of Henry II. it was 
held by Hugh Fitz- Richard, who was progenitor of a family that adopted the name of 
de Yeovilton, from this their place of reſidence, and bore for their arms two bars nebulce.* 
12 Ric. II. Sir John Cobham, of Blackborough, knt. held at his death the manor of 
Yeovilton jointly with Catherine his wife, who ſurvived him, of the King in chief, 


leaving John his ſon and heir.“ 6 Henry IV. Sir Peter Courtney, knt. died ſeized | 


thereof; and 12 Henry IV. John Wyke of Ninehead held it, in right of Catherine his 
wife for the term of her life, of John Rogers as of his manor of Berwick.* 13 Hen. IV. 

Margaret the widow. of Sir John St. Lo held this manor of the heir of the faid 
John Wyke; after which it came with the manor of Aller to the family of Botreaux 
by the marriage of Sir William de Botreaux, knt. with Elizabeth daughter and heir of 
the ſaid Sir John de St. Lo and Margaret his wife; which William had iſſue a ſon of 
his own name, who died 18 Ric. II. and he another William, who, after the death of 
Elizabeth his grandmother, 12 Henry VI. had livery of all the lands of his inheritance.* 


This William de Botreaux, by his deed bearing date 23 Sept. 37 Henry VI. gave | 


this manor of Yeovilton, with certain lands in the pariſh of Camerton in this county, to 
the prior and convent of St. Peter's at Bath, for a maſs to be celebrated daily for the 
good eſtate of King Henry VI. Queen Margaret his wife, and Edward then Prince of 


Wales; as alſo for the good eſtate of him the ſaid William, and Margaret at that time 


his wife; and after this life for the health of their ſouls; likewiſe every Sunday in the 


year for a maſs de San#4d Trinitaté'; on Monday de Sanctis Angelis; on Tueſday de 


Omnibus Santis; on Wedneſday de Sani#d Maria Magdalena; on Thurſday de S. Petro 
© & Paulo Apoſtolis; on Friday de Epiphanid Domini; and on Saturday the like maſs dz 
S. Maria. Likewiſe that three days before Eaſter (when mals ſhall not be ſaid) for 


the diſtribution of ſix-pence to the poor of Bath in bread, ſo that each poor man 


might have the value of 2 farthing. And that: each prieſt, monk, or ſecular, ſaying 


» Lib. Domeſiay. | » Rot. Pip. 23 Hen, II. "'> Beals e ancient Donde. © Eſc, 
* Ibid, f Ibid. « Rot. Fin. 12 Hen. VI, m. 20, 


- 
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maſs weekly, ſhould toll a bell in that monaſtery thrice, (the ſaid bell to be called 
Botreaux Bell; ) and at the introite of the maſs, ſay with a loud voice, “Ve ſhall pray 


for the good eſtate of our Sovereign Lord the King Henry the Sixth, and of our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen; and of Prince Edward; and of William lord Botreaux, 
and Margaret his wife, while they liven, and for their ſouls aſter they be departed out 


of this world; and for the ſoul of Elizabeth, late the wife of the ſaid William lord 


Botreaux; and for his fader's ſoul, and his modyr's ſoul, and his grandfader's ſoul, and 


his grandam's; and for all the ſouls which the faid Lord will aſſign them to pray for in 


writing; and for all his anceſtors ſouls, and all Chriſten ſouls, Pater-nofter thrice, and 
Ave-Maria, with this pſalm, De'profundis clamavi, &c. with a low voice.” And that 


the prieſt ſaying ſuch maſs ſhall daily receive two-pence, and the convent of that mo- 
naſtery to receive from the prior, for the obit of the faid Lord, and Elizabeth his late 


wife, to be performed in albis, before the altar of the Holy Trinity, forty ſhillings, 


to be equally divided amongſt them. Likewiſe that there ſhould be diſtributed to 
the ſame convent twenty-ſeven ſhillings for three other obits; viz. On the twenty-fifth 


of May for the obit of William Botreaux, father of the ſail Lord; on the fourth of 
September, of Elizabeth mother of the ſaid Lord; on the third of January, of Margaret 


St. Lo, grandmother to the ſaid Lord by his mother; and twenty ſhillings yearly to 
the ſacriſts for providing bread and wine, and oy: other things neceſſary for the ſaid 
* maſſes and obits. 


The manor of Veovilton is now in the poſſeſſion of Thomas Lockyer, eſq. 


The manors of Speckington and Bridghampton were probably the two hides which 
at the Conqueſt were added to the manor of Geveltone; but came afterwards to the 


Fitzpaines of Charlton. 8 Edw. II. Robert Fitzpaine was lord of Speckington, and 


then gave to John Wycombe, parſon of the chapel of Speckington, and to his ſuc- 
ceſſors, for the health of his own ſoul, and for the ſouls of his anceſtors, a meſſuage, 


and ſixty acres of land, lying within the villages of Speckington and Bridghampton.' 


Of which chapel at the diſſolution of chantries William Hodges was incumbent, and 


had a penſion of 11. 18s. 4d.* The ſaid Robert Fitzpaine was ſucceeded in theſe 
eſtates by a ſon of his own name, whoſe daughter and heireſs Iſabel carried them by 
marriage to Sir Richard Poynings, knt. Which Iſabel ſurviving her ſaid huſband had 
theſe manors among many others for the term of her life; and 18 Ric. II. is certified 
to hold one meſſuage and one carucate of land in. Bridghampton, and the manor of 
Speckington, with the advowſon of the chapel of the ſaid manor, Robert Poynings 


being her ſon. and heir. In the ſchedule of the Duke of Somerſet's eſtates the manors 
of Speckington and Bridghampton are valued. at 10l. In the time of Queen Eliza- 


beth, Thomas Hodges was lord of Bridghampton cum Speckington, and 45 Eliz. ſold 
the ſame to Humphry Colles." The manor and. capital meſſuage now belong to John 
Hunt, of Compton-Paunceford, eſq. 


In the time of Ric. II. Peter de:Yeovilton. was living at Speckington, and had an 
only daughter and heir named Margery, who was married to Thomas Pain, of Painſhay 


I” Bar, i, 630. i Inq. ad quod, damn. * Hiſt, of Abbies, ii. 203. | Eſc, 
= MS, Ver | * Licence toalienate. 
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in the county of Devon, by whom ſhe had iſſue Catherine, who was firſt married to 
John Sturton of Preſton; and ſecondly, to William Carent.“ The faid Catherine 
Carent died 13 Edw. IV. ſeized of the manors of Speckington and Yeovilton, which 
deſcended to Alice her daughter by her former huſband, married to William Daubeney, 
progenitor of Henry earl of Bridgwater. 


The living of Yeovilton is rectorial, in the deanery of Ilcheſter, and in the patro- 
nage of the biſhop of Bath and Wells, The Rev. Daniel Dumareſq, D. D. is the 
preſent incumbent. In 1292 this rectory was rated at thirty-five marks. The ad- 
vowſon was granted to the biſhoprick the year preceding this valuation. 


The church is dedicated to St. Bartholomew ;- it has only a ſingle aile, with a well- 
built tower at the weſt end, containing five bells. In the weſt window are theſe coats, 
1. Two ſwords in ſaltire. 2. Argent, on a ſeſſe azure a mitre with labels expanded or, 
between three bucks' heads caboſſed gules, in chief, and in baſe as many pheons fable. 
The arms of Biſhop Beckington. 


Near the communion- table is a mural monument of ſtone, with this inſcription. 
« Near this place are laid the bodies of Katharine the wife of John Hunt, eſq; who 
died May 21, 1626. And of Johanna Hunt, fifth daughter of Robert Hunt, eſq; and 
Elizabeth his wife, who lived a virgin, and died in hope 24 Aug. 1679.“ Arms, Axure, 
two chevrons between three martlets argent. 


A flat ſtone commemorates the Rev. Edwin Sandys, M. A. ſometime fellow of 


Magdalen- college, Oxford; archdeacon and canon of Wells, and rector of this pariſh 
and Puddimore-Milton; who died Oct. 8, 1705, aged 62. 


Another ſtone is to the memory of the Rev. Robert Woodforde, LL. B. rector of 
this church, and treaſurer and canon of Wells, who died April 4, 1762, aged 87. 
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Sir William Pole's Survey of Devon, in Axminſter Hundred. » Eſc. 
* Taxat. Spiritual, | Cart. 19 Ed. I. n. 19. 
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HIS hundred takes its name from a village in the neighbourhood of Yeovil, 
Where the hundred courts were formerly held. It was anciently called Sane, 
from the Saxon 8can, and was granted by King Henry II. to the burgeſſes 
of Ivelcheſter;* but was afterwards held with the hundred of Cataſh by 
the Earls of Huntingdon; being then diſtinẽt from Yeovil, which was not united with 
it till of late years. It adjoins to the hundred of Horethorne on the eaſt, and on the 


ſoutheaſt is contiguous to the county of Dorſet, containing the pariſh and ancient 
town of Yevvd, and fix other pariſhes. 


NAS | d Eſc, 


— —  c — 
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S a large and populous town, ſituated in the great weſtern road from London to 
Exeter, being diſtant: four miles ſouth from Lvelcheſter, nine eaſt from Chard, and 

ſix weſt from Sherborne in Dorſetſhire. It has its name from the river Veo or Ivel, 
which riſing from ſeven ſprings, called the Seven Siſters, near Sherborne, runs here under 


a ſtone bridge of three arches, dividing the counties of Somerſet and Dorer. This 
river by Ravennas is tiled Pelox.* 


This town is pleaſantly ſituated, being defended from the north by a a range of high 
hills finely cultivated. The ſurface of the ſurrounding; country is pleaſingly diverſified 
and well wooded, The lands are in general good; almoſt equally divided between 


* Anonymi R#vennatis Britanniz Chorographia, 
Dd 2 * 
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paſture and tillage; the ſoil a ſandy loam. Near the town is a pool, the water of which 

is green, and ſuppoſed to receive that tincture from ſome latent veins of vitriol ; there 

is alſo a chalybeate ſpring, which is reckoned to contain more ſteel than moſt others of 

like nature. The town abounds with fine ſprings, and in the centre is a common Wink 
from which a great part of the inhabitants are ſupplied with water. 


The town of Yeovil conſiſts of upwards of twenty ſtreets and lanes ; ſome of the 
ſtreets are wide, and contain many good ſtone and brick ſaſhed houſes. In the year 
1449 one hundred and ſeventeen houſes in this town were deſtroyed by fire, among 
which were fifteen houſes belonging to the chantry of the Holy Trinity, founded in the 
pariſh church here; eleven belonging to the chantry of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, 
without the church ; nineteen belonging to another chantry of the Virgin Mary within, 
the church; and two belonging to the almshouſe. Forty days of indulgence were 
granted to charitable contributors on this occaſion.” 


The market here is kept on Friday, and is very large for corn, cattle, and pigs; for 
bacon, cheeſe, butter, flax, and hemp. In the two laſt articles there is frequently from 
600 to loool. returned on a market-day, There is a good market-houſe, ſeventy feet 
long, and twenty wide, ſupported by twenty ſtone pillars; and in the middle of it are 
the remains of an ancient croſs. There are alſo ſeveral rows of ſhambles. There are 
two fairs of two days each; one held on the ſixteenth of November; the other the 
twenty-eighth of June; both for cattle of all kinds, narrow cloths, and pedlary ware. 
There was formerly a large manufacture of woollen-cloth ; but now the principal one 
is of leather-gloves, in which a great number of hands are conſtantly employed. 


© The towne is privilegyd with greate libertes, and keepithe courts for decidinge of 
© ſuts.** It is governed by a portreve and eleven burgeſſes, out of whom the portreve, 
who is a magiſtrate for the time being, is annually choſen. There are alſo a mace- 
bearer, and two conſtables for the town, and two others for the paniſh, which is diſtinct 
from the borough. The town-ſeal is ancient, and is charged with the figure of St. 
John the beloved diſciple of our Lord holding the holy lamb, within a canopy between 
two roſes, and this circumſcription : © Sigillum com̃unitatis ville de Gevel fac- 
tum in honore ſci Johis,” I have a town-piece of Yeovil, having on one fide the 
initials E. R. underneath a crown, and this legend, ce THE BOROVGH OF YEOVIL ;” 
on the reverſe © MADE BY THE PORTREVE 1669.“ 


— 


Roman coins and remnants of Moſaick pavements have been diſcovered here, and in 
all probability it was a town in the days of that people. Its Saxon name was Levele: 
it is recorded in Domeſday-Book under the following defeription: 


« Hugh holds of William [de Ow] Ivzz. In the time of King Edward it gelded 
« for ſix hides. The arable is fix carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, and three 
cc ſervants, and eleven villanes, and fourteen cottagers, with ſix ploughs. There is a 


© mill of ten ſhillings rent, and thirty-three acres of * and thirty acres of 
* ne. It was always worth eight pounds, | 


E Regiſtro Thomæ Bekyaton, | « Lel, Itin. vu. 110. 
| | | «To 
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&« To this manor are added twenty-two ground plats Tmakure] which 22 homagers 
| © held in coparceny in the time of King Edward. They rendered twelve ſhillings.” 


« The Earl [of Morton] himſelf holds in GivzLs one hide. The arable is two 
cc carucates. There are two cottagers. It is worth three ſhillings. 


In the ſame town Amund holds of the Earl one hide. The arable is one carucate, 
% with which there are two cottagers. There is a mill of five ſhillings rent. The 


« whole is worth twenty fhillings. Four thanes held theſe two * in the time of 
« King Edward, and gelded for as much.“ 


The ſeveral lands above recited fell afterwards to the pofleſion of the crown, and 
ſome one of the Kings of England annexed part of them, by the name of the manor of 
Yeovil, to the parſonage of the church of St. John the Baptiſt, founded ab antiquo in 
the ſaid town of Yeovil, and endowed it with divers privileges, ſuch as a market on 
Friday, profits of ſtallage, fairs, view of frank-pledge, &c. The place was in thoſe 
days called the town, borough, lordſhip, and hundred of Yeovil, and was incorporated 
by the name of the provoſt and commonalty, and a court of piepowder was held * the 
provoſt every day in behalf of the parſon of the town. 


The ſaid manor and lordſhip of Yeovil continued thus veſted in the fſvcceſlive rectors 
of the church of St. John the Baptiſt, till about the year 1418, when the then rector 
reſigned the parſonage, together with the town and lordſhip, to King Henry V.* who 
granted the manor or lordſhip of Yeovil, with its appertenances, fuch as views of frank- 
pledge, leets, and law-days, together with the ſtocks, pillory, and tumbril, and all fines 
and amerciaments, and all proſecutions, impriſonments, and attachments, and alſo the 
appropriate rectory of the church of Yeovil, to the abbot and convent of the Virgin 
Mary and St. Bridgett, which he had founded at Sion in the county of Middleſex. 
This grant was confirmed by King Edw. IV. After the diſſolution of that monaſtery 
Henry VIII. in the 25th year of his reign, granted the manor and lordſhip of Yeovil, 
with the rectory of the church, to his conſort Queen Catherine, who held the ſame till 
her death, when it came to King Edw. VI. in whoſe time it was ſtiled he borough, 
lordſhip and hundred of Yeovil. After which it continued in the crown till the time 
of James I. who in the 8th year of his reign granted the manor under the yearly rent 
of 8s. 2d. to George Whitemore and Thomas Whitemore, and their heirs and aſſigns 

for ever. The ſaid George and Thomas Whitemore 27 Nov. 9 Jac. I. granted the ſaid 

manor or lordſhip, with its rights, members, and appertenances, and the right of court- 
leets, views of frank-pledge, law-days, and the aſſizes of bread, wine, corn, chattels, 

juriſdictions, franchiſes, liberties, cuſtoms, privileges, commodities, eſcheats, goods and 

chattels of felons and fugitives, and felons de ſe, deodands, heriots, free-warrens, and 

| hereditaments whatſoever, in as full and complete manner as the late King James might 

have enjoyed the ſame, to Sir Edward Phelips and Sir Robert Phelips, their heirs and 


aſſigns for ever. In which family the ſaid r fil continue, being mae rp 
of Edward Phelips, of Montacute, eſq. ( 


Lib. Domeſday, Ibid. * Madox's MSS. vol. xxix, in Muſeo . 
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Near the town of Yeovil, on the banks of the river Yeo, ſtands NewTon, ancientiy 
called Nzwron-SExMONYILLE, now the ſeat of Wyndham Harbin, eſq. The family 
of Sormaville or Sormayle, who poſſeſſed this manor and gave it their name, were of 
Norman extraction, and, as appears by the inquiſitions and other records, held this 
manor by a very particular tenure. 1 Edw. II. Johanna de Sormaville held in the 
village of Newton, then called Nyweton, a certain meſſuage, with a garden and ſixty- 

ſix acres of arable land, half an acre of meadow, one acre of wood, and two acres of 
alder-grove, by the petty ſerjeanty of paying yearly into the exchequer, on the feaſt of 
St. Michael, a new table-cloth ten ells long, and a towel five ells long, in lieu of all 
ſervice." In the time of Edw. III. and Ric. II. the family of Muſket had conſiderable 
eſtates in Newton.' By an inquiſition taken 14 Henry VI. after the death of John 
Warmwell, of Newton-Sormail, it was found that the ſaid John Warmwell died ſeized 
of this manor, and that he was the ſon of Roger Warmwell, and by Margery his wife 
had iſſue two daughters, Alice and Agnes, his coheirs, between whom the manor was 
divided. Alice was married to Richard Penny, who dying without iſſue, ſhe married 
to her ſecond huſband Simon Blyhe. Agnes was married to Ralph Brett, eſq; by whom 
ſhe had iſſue one ſon, who died childleſs. The ſaid manor of Newton is certified to be 
held of the King in capite by the ſervice of 6s. 8d. a ſuccedaneous equivalent for the 
towel and table-cloth above-mentioned. The preſent proprietor of the manor is de- 


ſcended from an ancient and reſpectable family, and bears for his arms, Azure, a faltire 
voided between four ſpears heads erect or. 


HEenFoRD, or the old ford, is another ancient manor, additionally called Matravers, 
from its owners. The firſt of this family that we find had any concern in this county, 
-was Hugh Maltravers, who was witneſs to King Henry the Firſt's charter to the 
monks of Montacute. To him ſucceeded William Maltravers, and John, which laſt 
was living in theſe parts in the time of Henry II. Walter Maltravers occurs in 
the time of Ric. I. His iſſue was John, who held this manor in the latter end of the 
reign of Henry III. and left iſſue a ſon of his own name, who died 24 Edw. I. ſeized 
of this manor, which he held of the Earl Marſhal by the ſervice of being conſtable of 
Strigoil-caſtle in Monmouthſhire, leaving iſſue John his ſon and heir. Which John 
was twice married; his firſt wife's name was. Alice; his ſecond was Joan, daughter and 
heir of Sir Laurence Sandford, knt. who ſurviving him was afterwards married to 
Alexander Venables.' John, his ſon and heir by his laſt wife, ſucceeded to this manor, 
then called Henford-Maltravers; and 12 Edw. II. obtained a charter of free-warren 
for the ſame.” 1 Edw, III. he was ſummoned to parliament among the barons, and 
died 38 Edw. III. He married to his firſt wife Ela the daughter of Maurice lord 
Berkeley, by whom he had John Maltravers, who died in his father's life-time; to his 
ſecond wife he married Agnes daughter of William Berneford, and relict firſt of Sir 

John Argentine, knt. and ſecondly, of John Nerford; by whom he had iſſue John 
Maltravers, jun. who was ſeated at Hooke in the county of Dorſet. John his eldeſt 
ſon, who, as we have before ſaid, died in the life-time of his father, by Wentliana his 


„ Eſc. - Ibid. * See the inſcription on the Monument in the account of Yeovil Church. 
i Hutchins's Hiſt * 113, = Cart, 12 Edw. II. n. 76. pn 
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wife left ie one fon Henry, who died childleſß, and two daughters, Joan, who was 
twice married, but died without progeny; and Eleanor, firſt the wife of Sir John Fitz- 
Alan, fon of Richard earl of Arundel, and afterwards of Reginald lord Cobham, of 


Sterburgh, whoſe deſcendants enjoyed this manor, now the poſſeſſion of Jonathan 


Hooper, eſq. The arms; of Makravers were; Salle; a fret or, over all a file of three 
points ermine. There was anciently a church or chapel in Henford called Brag-Church; 


it has long ſince been demaliſhed, but its ſcitr may be: ſtill-traced, and lane near the 


ſpat retains the appellation of Brag- Church Laue: 


Wiopzx manor, now the property of George Bragge Prowſe, eſq; had formerly 
owners of its-name ; of whom» was John de Wigetone, who" 13 Edw. I. was lord of 
the adjacent manor of 


KinosToN juxta Yeovil, ſometimes called Krwosron-Prrxzr, with the advowſon of 


the free chapel there, valued: at. 1008. per annum. From the family oſ de Wigetone it 
came to the Fitzpaines, who held it. by the ſervice of half aknigtit's-fee.* 30 Edw. III. 
John Fawconer, of Weſt-Marſh, releaſed to William ſon and heir of William de Carent, 
then under age and in ward to the King, all his right in the manors of Kingſton juxta 
Yeovil, and Hunteleghe-Marſh.” From the Carents this manor deſcended to the 


Stourton family, and was held with divers other lands in Yeovil 16 Henry VII. by 


William lord Stourton.* 22 Eliz. Johm:lor& Stourton held: the: manor and the ad- 
vowſon of the chapel of Kingſton juxta Yeovil, with the hundreds of Weſt- Perrot, 
Andersfield, Williton, and Freemanors.” In that. part. of. Kingſton, which is now 
called Kingſton-ftreer, ſtood the chapel, to which the ſinecure of Pitney is annexed, 
and where the rector reads prayers after inſtitution. The Rev, Dr. Hunt is the pre- 
ſent ineumbent of the living of Kingſton alias Pitney. | 


| Maxsn, which lies a mile weſtward: from. the pariſh church, had: the additional 
name of Huntelegbe, or Hunteley, from its old poſſeſſors. 1 Edw. II. John de Huntley 
held of Maud the widow of Hugh de Mortimer the day that ſhe died the manor of 


Merſhe, by the ſerviee of half a knight's fee?” B og rao ue ac: 
and the place where it ſtood is ſtill ſhewn. 


To the north of Yeovil. is LDE, formarly the eſtate. of the families of pion ont 
Poynings, now the ſeat of William Tanner, eſq. | 


Another hamlet called Pzxn-MiLL lies eaſtward from Yeovil. 


Near Henford is a ſpot called El sron-Counz, where formerly was another 1 
which has long ago been ruinated. The ground where ĩt ſtood. and the lands belonging 


to it, are in deeds, and in the common language of che pariſhioners of Yeovil, called 
Elfton-Combe Chapel to this day. 


Theſe ſeveral chapels i in the hamlets 3 were originally crefted for the 


purpoſe of oratories, and the performing of maſſes for the ſouls of the. reſpective lords 
of thoſe vills wherein they were ſituated; . and afterwards, when thoſe places became 
more populous, the chapels were uſed by the inhabitants for their publick devotions; 


„Ele. * Lib. Feod, „ Rot, Claus. 30 Ed. III. Eſc. = Ter. Sydenham. * Lib, Feod. | 
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but they all en to the . of Yeovil, in which the inhabitants had 


their burial, and the particular ſpots can Mill be pointed out which were allotted in the 


pariſh church for the ſepulture of Henford, Kingſton, Marſh, &c. the ſmall tithes of 


all which places belonged and ſtill belong to the vicar of Yeovil. 


In 1192 the church or chantry of Yeovil was rated at ſixty-cight marks and a half; 
the vicarage at ſeven marks and a half. The prior of Bermondley i in Surrey received 
out of it a penſion of three marks, and the prior of Montacute in this county another 


of five pounds. The lord of the manor is the patron, and the Rev. William Phelips 
the preſent incumbent. 


The paroche chirche is ue and as In it be 4 or 's cantuaries endwyd 
c with lands.” Theſe chantries were, 


1. The chantry of St. John the Baptiſt. 


2. Holy Croſs; founded 11 Henry VI. 0 endowed with tenements in Yeovil to 
the amount of ten marks, beſides tenements and lands in other places.” 


* * "Holy Trinity, endowed With lands and tenements in Yeovil to a conſiderable | 
amount. | 


4 Virgin Mary's 8 chantry, founded without the 1 
5. Virgin Mary's chantry, within the church. 


6. Samborne's chantry, founded 22 Edw. III. by Robert de Samborne, * endowed 
with ſeven meſſuages and thirty acres of land in Yeovil, Kingſton, and Marſh.” 


© The church is called by the inhabitants, from the tradition of their anceſtors, as well 


as from the ſeats of the ſinging men, and the deſks for the ſinging books, ſtill remaining 


in the chancel, a Quarter-Choir. In the veſtry are the remains of ty two ſets of organs, 


which were deſtroyed i in the rebellion of the laſt century. 


This church, which is dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt, conſiſts of 6 2 nave, a large 
SER north and ſouth aile, and tranſept, all covered with lead. At the weſt end 
ſtands a large plain tower, ninety feet in height, with a ſtone balluſtrade at top, con- 
taining a clock and eight large bells: the tenor is fifty- -two hundred weight, and has a 
remarkable fine ſound. The length of the building is one hundred and forty- ſix feet, 


the breadth fifty, and the length of the tranſept eighty feet. In the centre of the 


church hangs an elegant braſs chandelier, the gift of Edward Boucher, tobacconiſt, 

in 1724. The altar-piece is very handſome, being formed into a rich portico, ſupported 
on each ſide by four handſome fluted pillars with Corinthian capitals, and a rich enta- 
blature. This portico 1s divided into ſquare compartments with cherubs and roſes, 


| gilt, and decorated with a tranſparent glory encircled with clouds, 


\ 


In this church are no monuments of antiquity; but on the north ide of the chancel 
is a mural monument of white marble, with the following inſcription : « In this 
church is depoſited the body of the Rev. John Phelips, A. M. late vicar of this town, 
ſecond fon of Edward Phelps, 2 eſq; of Montacute in chis county. He died Ain. I 45 


Taxat. Spiritual, * Lel, Itin, vii. 110. * Pat u Hen, VL, „. i . 19. 21 N 


- 
* 


3 we 


* - 2 1 
WC 


* 2A. 2 
r 


„ . 


Stone & Yeovil.) 1 E O V I I. | 209 


1766, aged 39. Juſt, candid, ſocial; he was enki and beloved whill living: 
benevolent, moderate, humane; he was regretted and lamented when dead. His 
widow, in pious and grateful remembrance of him cauſed this monumental ſtone to be 

| erected and inſcribed. Heul quam caduco ſidere naſcimur! Vitæque mortem pro- 
tinus additam lugemus; emiſſique cunis, ad tacitam properamus urnam. Tu ſola, 
virtus, mortis aculeum, ludis RN” ofortior impetu 2 — alas; numiniſque intuitu 
propiore gaudes.“ 

Againſt the eaſt wall of the north tranſept is a monument of grey and white marble, 
the tablet of which has this inſcription: “ In a vault beneath this place lie the bodies 
of John Harbin, eſq; ſon and heir of Robert Harbin, of Weeke in the county of 
Dorſet, and of Newton in this county, eſq; and Bridget his wife, daughter of William 
Drewry, gent. As alſo the body of Robert Harbin, eſq; ſon of John and Bridget, who 
married Gertrude daughter of Anthony Stocker, of Chilcompton in this county, eſq. 
As alſo the body of John Harbin, eſq; ſon of Robert and Gertrude, who firſt married 
Iſabella daughter of William Pert, of Arnolds in the county of Eſſex, eſq; and afterwards 
Elizabeth daughter of Sir Richard Strode, of Newnham in the- county of Devon, knt. 
As alſo the body of Robert Harbin, eldeſt ſon of John and Iſabella, who died ur married. 
As alſo the body of William Harbin, eſq; their ſon and heir, who died 16 Nov. 1705, 
aged 51. He married Elizabeth (who lies by him) daughter of Sir Francis Windham, 
of Trent in this county, batt. by whom he had nine children. She exchanged this life 
for a better 30 June 1708. They lived together many years, being as great patterns 
of piety and virtue, as they were remarkable for their hoſpitality and extenſive charity. 
As alſo the body of John Harbin their eldeſt ſon, who died 17 March 1704. As 
alſo the body of William Harbin their youngeſt ſon, who died 15 May 1705. In 
pious memory of all theſe, Windham Harbin, of Newton, eſq; only furviving ſon of 
William and Elizabeth, hath erected this monument, Anno Domini 1711.” 


The church-yard is large, and contains many old tombs and grave-ſtones. It is 
planted round with lime-trees, which are kept clipt, and have a handſome appearance. 


In the year 1476, John Wobourne, minor canon of St. Paul's, founded and en- 
dowed in this town an almshouſe, for - one cuſtos or- maſter, two wardens, and twelve 
poor people of both ſexes; and in 1477 ſettled on the ſaid foundation one hundred and 
twenty- eight acres of arable, meadow, and-paſture land, lying within the pariſh of 
Ocford-Firzpain in the county of Dorſet, for the ſupport of the ſaid poor, and for rhe 
maintenance of a chaplain to perform divine ſervice every day in a chapel newly 
erected for their uſe to the honour of St. George. and St. Chriſtopher the martyrs, 
or otherwiſe in the pariſh-church of Yeovil, for the good eſtate of him the ſaid 
founder; for William Wobourne and Richard Huet, cofounders and benefactors; 
of Henry Wobourne and Margery his wife, parents of the ſaid John and William 
Wobourne; Mr. Ralph Baldock and Mr. John Cheſeed, predeceffors of the ſaid John 
Wobourne; as alſo for the good eſtate of King Edw. IV. Lady Eleanor Poinings 
counteſs of Northumberland, Henry Percy earl of Northumberland her late huſband, 
Henry Percy then earl of Northumberland, William earl of Arundel, Lord Richard 


Poinings and Eleanor his wife, Sir Thomas Darnett, Sir John Snell, Thomas Harling 
Vol. III. Ee: late 
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late parſon of Yeovil, Mr. Richard Kentwood, Mr. John Cole, Mr. Nicholas Lyte and 
Elizabeth his wife, and Thomas Helling and Agnes his wife. 17 Edw. IV. Thomas 
Bartlet vicar of Yeovil, Thomas Hollyng, John Harold, William Buſh, and William 
- Godfrey, conferred fourteen meſſuages, and twenty-one acres of land lying in Yeovil, 
Stanford in the pariſh of Aſhington, Kingſton, and Henford, (all held under the abbat 
of Sion) on the above- mentioned inſtitution,* which was confirmed * King Edw. IV. 
and was ſubject to the following orders and regulations: 


1. That an alms-houſe, one cuſtos, two wardens, and twelve poor . of both 
kinds by equal portions of number, or eight at the leaſt, always ſole and chaſte, not 
leprous, of Yeovil, do pray for ever in a chapel built to the honour of St. George and 
St. Chriſtopher the bleſſed martyrs, or in the pariſh church of Yeovil. 


« 2, That theſe be called the cuſtos, wardens, and alms-houſe of William Wobourne, 
late canon- minor of the cathedral church of St. Paul's in London. 


&© 3. That the cuſtos, wardens, and poor of the ſaid alms-houſe, and their ſucceſſors 


for ever, ſhall be one body and one commonality for ever in ſubſtance and name, and ſhall 


be able perſons jn law, and may purchaſe, obtain, receive, &c. whatſoever lands and 
other profits ſhall be ſold, bequeathed, given, aſſigned, &c.—may plead and be im- 
pleaded—proſecute and defend cauſes, &c. | 


Fe 4. That every year the cuſtos and wardens continually be changed within fifteen 
days after Eaſter, and choſen by five or ſeven of the honeſteſt and diſcreeteſt men of 
Yeovil, to be named by the cuſtos and wardens then in being. That when choſen 
they ſhall take an oath before thoſe preſent to all and ſingular which pertain to their 
office; and in caſe either die within the year, a new choice may be made by the reſt, 
with canſent of five or ſeven as aforeſaid, and of the poor in the faid alms-houſe. 


* 5, That when any of the poor depart, die, or be removed for ill-bchaviour, another 


may be choſen within fifteen days by the cuſtos and wardens, | 


« 6, That on the 8th of January a commemoration be annually celebrated in WA 
church, and a dole made, viz. To the vicar 12d. to every one of the nine chaplains 
preſent d. to every clerk 4d,—to each of the boys ſerving the choir 1d. to the 
cuſtos of the alms-houſe, and to every warden, 6d.—and for two new candles then to 


be burning of at leaſt 21b. of wax, 11d. to the prieſt reciting the names of the bene- _ 


factors in the pulpit every ec yearly, 16d. — to the cryer for reciting their * 
in the town, 1I-d. 


« 7. July 22. Alfo one other dies for ever in the curl at the i the 
day of St. Mary Magdalen, viz. To the'vicar 2d.—chaplains 1d.—clerk 1d. —ſeven 


finging boys 1d. each. cute 12d,—wardens of the houſe 11d. the ringers 6d. 
cryer id.— KW. a 


« 8, Oct, 21, Alfo one other 8 year for ever on the day of the 1 1000 


virgins, viz. The chaplains preſent 1d.—every clerk 1d. —wardens of the houſe 11g. 
* 6d,—cryer 1d. ſeven boys 1d, each. cuſtos 1d, 


7 Inq. ad quod Damn, 


&« Nor. | 
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. -® gs Nov. 25. Alſo one other dole for ever in the church on St. Katharine s day at 
che proceſſion: To the vicar doing his office 11d.— the nine chaplains preſent 1d.— 
boys 1d. each - cuſtos 1d. —wardens 2d.—ringers 6d.—cryer 1d. 


e 10. That five-pence and the portions of all them that be abſent be diſtributed 
yearly on Shreve-Tueſday in bread to the poor preſent and ſick abſent of ſaid pariſn. 


te 11. That the cuſtos and wardens do make a brotherhood of the pariſhioners of 
© Yeovil, and-all others who of their own devotion will join them, to provide for the ſuf- 
ficient ſuſtentation of the poor aforeſaid, and of other charges of the poor of the ſaid 
alms=hovuſe, and that the ſaid cuſtos and wardens have the government of the ſaid ſociety. 


« 12, That the cuſtos and wardens as choſen and ſworn, ſhall make a faithful in- 


ventory of all the goods of the houſe and fraternity, in the preſence of five or ſeven 
men as aforeſaid. 


« 13. And at the end of * year the cuſtos and wardens ſhall make = yield lawful 
accounts of their receipts and expences, and of the goods and ornaments, before five.or 
ſeven men as aforeſaid, and others that the pariſh may preſent. 


« 14. That the cuſtos and wardens have a common coffer for the comnith ſel and 


letters patent, and all other writings and papers relative thereto, with three keys with 
divers wards, 


te 15, That the cuſtos, n and twelve or ſeven poor, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall 
have ten marks by the year above all charges and expences, viz. obits, proceſſions, 
reparations and quit- rents, or actual rents which of our Lord the King be holden, to 
ſupport all charges above ſpecified; and the reſidue of the ſaid ten marks if any to 
be given to the poor of the ſaid houſe, | 


« 16, That the cuſtos and wardens do ſee all the ſtatutes and wide, according to 
the ſtrength, force, and effect of theſe preſents, obſerved and kept; and that for 
their labour they take yearly on that behalf each one two-pence. 


tt 17. That each of the twelve or ſeven poor have weekly on the Sun before 
high noon three-pence, 


« 18, That for more ſurety, one of the odd tht d. of th ſtrongeſt body, with the 
cuſtos or his aſſigns, or the wardens, do yearly within fifteen days after Michaelmas 
ſurvey and overſee the lands lying in Okeford-Fitzpaine belonging to the ſaid alms- 
| houſe, ty, be rooted and cleanſed by the farmers from thorns and brambles, and 


cher t things; and: other defaults of the hedges, ditches, N to 
be amended. 
* 19. That there be planted. yearly by the farmers twenty or thirty n plants in 
the e of the ſaid land. | 
© 20.. That every one of the poor ſhall continually wear on his breaſt a red croſs, in 
memory of St. George the martyr. 
« Signed and ſealed by John Wobourne brother to the ad William, and by Richard 
HAuet, chaplain, in in a | writing tripartite indented, given at Okeford 1477. | 
. E e 2 « 21, And 
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« 21. And by way of amplifying the obits and proceſſional days aforeſaid, that 
there be aſſigned to the portreve of Yeovil (being perſonally at the obits aforeſaid) 18. 
—to the bailiff of the ſaid town, 6d.—to every warden of the ſaid houſe, 4d.—alſo to 
the aforeſaid portreve for every proceſſional day, 2d. to the bailiff of the ſaid town, 
Id, —to every clerk and warden id. 


"© 22. That there be aſſigned to five or ſix of the beſt and 3 of the nach 
of - Yeovil, as well at the election as at the account of the officers of the ſaid alms- 
houſe, being for their drinking at the ſaid alms-houſe, 8d. 


ce Theſe rules and orders are by Mr. John Beal, vicar of Yeovil, rector of Sock- 
Dennis, and ſometime fellow of King s- college in Cambridge, extracted out of the 
tranſlated copy of one of the tripartite indentures which is atteſted by A. Maynard to 
agree with the writing indented lying in the veſtry of the monks of Mountague, and 


with the writing indented lying in the coffer of the biſhop Baldock, in the chapel of St. 
George at Bull's in London.” 


In the year 1619, a ſuit in chancery was commenced by the poor of Yeovil againſt 
Francis Sutton and others, far demiſing and ſelling ſundry parcels of land belonging to 
the alms-houſe, conſiderably under their known real value, to the injury of the ſaid 
. Charity. On a hearing of the caſe, the Lord Chancellor ordered a commiſſion to 
the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, and Dr. N one un the e in I Th. who 
paſſed a decree; 


1. That the tenants and cuſtos? of the ſaid atms-houſe W was inexcuſable, 
and that they ſhould pay ten pounds to the poor of the ſaid alms-houfe. 


2dly. That for a fuller amends unto the poor people, the tenants who had taken leaſes 
for longer terms than the ſtatute made for hoſpitals permits, ſhould ſurrender the fame. 


And 3dly. That from henceforth they ſhould let no leaſes for longer terms than the 
charter for their foundation and the laws of the land preſcribed, 


Which being certified by the Gd commiſſioners, the Lord Chancellor confirmed 


the ſame. 


Here is alſo a.charity-ſchool, in which poor chilren are. ances and adde, 3 
afterwards put out to nicht, trades. | 


14. 
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TES four nilies north from Teil in a low, flat, and woody, but withal a Fruitful 
country, waſhed by the river Yeo. 


This was one of the manors which King William the Conquer beſtowed upon 


Roger de Curcelle after the ſettlement of this kingdom. 2/8 
ns 
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Vitalis holds of Roger, Esskx rod E. Goduin held it in the time of King Edward, 
te and gelded for three hides. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne is one caru- 
cc cate, with one ſervant, and two villanes, and four cottagers, with one plough. 
te There are forty- three acres of meadow, and n acres s of paſture. Ic u and i is 
c worth forty ſhillings.” 7 


It was afterwards held of the manor of Dunden upon Poldon, of the families of 
Malet, Vivonne, and Beauchamp of Hatch, ſucceſſively lords of that manor, under the 
abbey of Glaſtonbury,” 32 Henry II. Robert Fitz-William died feized of this manor, 
and left iſſue Reginald Fitz-William, who was of age 3 John, but it ſeems died without 
children, For 15 Joh. Henry de Furnellis paid a fine to the King, that a reaſonable 
partition might be made of the lands which he claimed in right of Joan his wife, 
daughter and coheir of Robert Fitz-William.* Upon which partition, this manor and 
alſo that of Kilve in this county, fell to the ſhare of de Furnellis, or Furneaux, and 
were inherited by Matthew, ſon of this Henry and Joan. | 


Matthew, ſon of this Matthew, was 22 Edw. I. lord of Aſhington and Kilve, and 
then a knight. 33 and 34 Edw. I. he together with William de Montacute was ſheriff 
of this county and Dorſet. 36 Edw. I. he obtained licence for a fair at his manor of 
Pury, afterwards called Pury-Furneaux, near Bridgwater. 4 Edw. II. he was again 
ſheriff of Somerſet and Dorſet. He died 11 Edw. II. leaving iſſue by Maud his wife, 
daughter of Sir Warine de Ralegh of Nettlecombe, Simon, Walter de Furneaux of 
Holford, and John; alſo ſeveral daughters, whoſe families became afterwards heirs 
to his eſtate. 


Simon eldeſt ſon of Sir Matthew de Furneaux 12 Edw. II. married Alice 88 
of Sir Henry de Umſraville, of Penmark- caſtle in the county of Glamorgan, and dying 
24 Edw. III. left iſſue by her Elizabeth his daughter and heir, who in his life-time had 
been married to Sir John Blunt, by whom ſhe had iſſue a daughter AR, who ſuc- 
ceeded to, the eſtate. 


Which Alice was firſt married to Sir Richard Stafford, and afterwards to Sir Richard 
Storey, knts. but dying without children, the lands of Sir Simon de Fourneaux became 
divided among the deſcendants of his ſiſters. The manor of Aſhington in the parti- 
tion, fell to Richard St. Barbe, ſon of Mary, daughter and coheir of Sir Humphrey 
Langland, knt. and Margaret his wife, ſiſter of Sir Simon de Fourneaux, and became 
a principal ſeat of that family, fon whom it has deſcended to St. Barbe Sydenham, 
eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor. 

The living, which is a rectory i in the deanery of Marſton, was in aan valued at ten 
marks.* The patronage is appeagent abe manor, and the Rev. Jon ans 
the preſent incumbent. ö 


The church is dedieated to St. Vincent ads « finall boa of a ſingle pace, 
vith a turret at the weſt end containing tus bells. 


Lib, Domeſday, * Cart, Antiq. © Rot. Pip. 15Joks 
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In the chancel there is a handſome monument of grey and white marble, inſcribed. 
« Here lies Sir John St. Barbe, bart. poſſeſſed of thoſe amiable qualities, which birth, : 
education, travel, greatneſs of ſpirit, and goodneſs of heart, produce. Interred in the 
fame vault lies his ſecond wife Alice Fiennes, aunt to the preſent Lord Say and Sele. 
His firſt was Honour, daughter of Colonel Norton. He died at his ſeat of Broadlands 
in Hampſhire Sept. 7, 1723, leaving for his only heir and executor Humphrey 
Sydenham, eſq; of Combe in Somerſetſhire, who ordered this marble to his * 
The arms of St. Barbe were, Checky argen: and ſable. 


BRIMPTON- D'EVERCY. 


HIS village is ſituated two mil weſt Ga Yeovil, and on the turnpike-road 
from that town to Taunton, Half a mile eaſtward from the church is a hamlet 


called Alix ro or AvixcTon. There are about fourteen houſes in the pariſh, 
and about eighty inhabitants. 


At the Conqueſt it had the ſame lord as Aſhington, and was thus ſurveyed: 


c Herbert holds of Roger, BxuxnzTone. Seulf held it in the time of King Edward, 
te and gelded for three hides. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne'are two ca- 
te rucates, and two ſervants, and two villanes, and eight cottagers, with two ploughs. 
« There are thirteen acres of meadow, and four acres bs coppice-wood. It was 
te worth forty ſhillings, now ſixty ſhillings.””* 


The manor obtained its additional name from the family of D#Evercy, who were 
ſeated here in very early times, and held their lands of the family of Fourneaux 
of Aſhington, In the time of Edw. I. Sir John D'Evercy, knt. gave this manor to 
Peter D'Evercy and his heirs. Which Peter dying 18 Edw. II. left iffue an only 
daughter and heir Anne, married to Sir John Arn who poſſeſſed this manor in 
her right, and left five daughters his coheirs. But ſoon after this we find the manor 
in the poſſeſſion of Dame Iſabel D'Evercy, who died ſeized thereof, and after her 
death Piers Glamorgan, ſon and heir to Amice daughter of the ſaid Iſabel, entered 
upon the eſtate, and entailed the manor, in default of iſſue, on Joan Glamorgan his 
ſiſter.” Bur Nicholas Glamorgan, btother of the ſaid Peter, inherited the manor, and 
at his death 36 Edw. III. held it with the advowſon of the church of Iſabel Blount, 
as of her manor of Aſhington, leaving Iſabel, Petronilla, Margaret the wife of Walter 
Roſe, Nichola, Eleanor, Anne the wife of Peter Veer, his ſiſters, and John the ſon of 
Joan another ſiſter, his next heirs.* The family of Sydenham next poſſeſſed this 
manor, and it was according to Leland the oldeſt houſe of that family.* By an inqui- 
ſition taken 12 Edv. IV. it was found chat Joan the with of John Sydenham held at 


* Lib, Domeſday, » Raylinſon's Book of Inquiſitions, * Eſc, © Ttin, u. 99. 1 
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her death the manors of Brimpton and Alvington, 'with the advowſon of the church of 
Brimpton, and the chantry of the bleſſed Virgin Mary in the faid church; as alfo the 
manors of Combe-Sydenham, Stoke-Gomer, Preſton, Boſſington, with lands and tene- 
ments in Timberſcombe, Kitnor, Quarum-Kitnor, Mountſey, Sydenham, Cothay, 
Smithay, Manworth and Novington, Thorn-St.-Margaret, and Langford-Budville ; 
as alſo Aſhbrittle, with the advowſon of the pariſh-church there; Chilthorne-Domer, 
and Milverton, together with two tenements, a fulling-mill, and one carucate of land 
in Streme in the pariſh of St. Decumans, and one meſſuage, ſixty acres of arable land, 
ſeventy acres of meadow, one hundred acres of paſture, and four acres af wood, in 
Eaſt and Weſt-Cheſcomb; John Sydenham, the ſon of Walter Sydenham, eſq; being 
the heir of the faid Joan.” This branch of the Sydenham family became extinct 
in the perſon of Sir Philip Sydenham, bart. who died in 1739. Some time before his 
death he ſold this manor to a gentleman of the fame name, who likewiſe ſold it to a 
Mr. Penny, then receiver-general for the county of Somerſet. He being remiſs in his 
returns to the exchequer, the manor was ſeized by the commiſſioners, - and being eu- 
poſed to ſale, was in the year 1730 purchaſed by Francis Fane, eſq; for the ſum of 
twelve thouſand pounds. The ſaid Francis Fane dying in 17 57, left it hy will to his 
ſecond brother Thomas Fane, of Briſtol, elq, from whom it has deſcended to * 
Fane earl of Weſtmoreland, the preſent proprietor. 


The manor-houſe is a noble large old building, ſtanding near the PIES at the foot 


of the hill fronting the ſouth, and RY on the mo and northeaſt by fine hills 
planted with wood. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Ilcheſter, and in the gift of Lord Weſt» 
moreland. The Hon. Mr, Charles Strangways is the preſent incumbent, 


In 1192 this living was valued at fifteen marks. 


34 Edw. I. Peter D*'Evercy gave a meſſuage and forty acres of land in this pariſh to 
a chaplain to perform divine ſervice in the church of Se Andrew of Brimpton for the 
ſoul of the ſaid Peter, his anceſtors and ſucceſſors, and for the ſoul of all che faithful 
deceaſed. The advowſon of this chantry was annexed to the manor. 


This church is an old ſtructure, compoſed | of a naye, two ſide ailes, two chapels, and 
chancel, with a ſmall turret at the weſt end in which are two bells. In ſome of the 
windows are the remains of fine painted glaſs. 


In a chapel on the north ſide i is the vault and burial-place of the Sydenham family, 
and over it a ſtately marble monument, on the tomb of which four Corinthian columns 
with gilt capitals ſupport a grand canopy, adorned with carying,. painting, and the 
arms of the family, viz. Argent, three rams paſſant ſable, and thoſe* of its ſeveral 
alliances, On a marble table within the canopy is the following inſcription: 


«© My foundir Sydenham, match'd with Hobye's heyr, 
Badde me informe thee (gentle paſſenger) 


9 Eſc, U Taxat. Spiritual. 8 Ing. ad quod Damn. a Eſc, 
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That what hee hath donne in mee is only meante 
To memorize his father and 's diſcent, 
Without vayne glorye; but hee doth intreate, 
That if thou comeſt his legende to repeate, 
Thou ſpeake him truly as hee was; and then 
Report it fo, hee dyed an honeſt man. 

© 10 November 1626.“ 


On a flat ſtone below: Here lyes my honoured father; a great lover of his | 
country, Sir John Poſthumus Sydenham, bart. ſon of Sir John Sydenham, bart. and 


Anne ſecond daughter of Sir John Hare, of Stow in Nen He dyed 16 96, aged 54. 
Phillip Sydenham.” _ 


« Here lies Elizabeth a daughter of the ancient and honourable family of the 
Pomfrets of Hinton-St.-George, firſt wife of Sir John Poſthumus Sydenham, by whom 
ſhe had . . . . who died and was buried at Binjo 1664: ſhe died 1662.” 


« Here lies the beſt of wives, the beſt of mothers, the Lady Mary, ſecond daughter 
of Philip earl of Pembroke, and ' ſecond wife of Sir John Poſthumus Sydenham, by 
whom ſhe had John, who died unmarried 1692, Philip living 1714, and wy who 
died 1698. She died to the great loſs and grief of her family 1686.” 


There are other inſcriptions to the memory of the Sydenhams, but they are either 
illegible or imperfect. 


On each ſide of the eaſt window of the chancel is a Gothick nicks. which probably 
in former times contained the ſtatues of ſaints. 


In the church-yard and juſt above the ſurface of the ground, are ſeveral ſtone effigies, 
which formerly lay in the church. One of them repreſents a knight templar, croſs- 
legged; another a lady of diſtinction in the habit vf the times; a third a nun; a fourth 
that of a monk in his cope with his crown ſhaved, and holding a chalice in his hand. 
In this church- yard there is likewiſe a ſtone croſs, and a fine yew- tree. 


| CHILTHORNE-DOMER 


IEs northweſt from Yeovil, and between that town and Ivelcheſter. It was a 


' manor of the Earl of Morton, and was at the Conqueſt divided into two parts, 
both held of the Earl by one of the name of Alured: 


f « Alured holds of the Earl, CILTERXE. Brictuin held it in the time of King 
7 Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne are 
two carucates, and two ſervants, and three villanes, and five cottagers, with two 


© Ploughs. There are fiftcen acres of meadow, and twenty acres of wood, It was and 
«'s A ſixty ſhillings, 


« Alured 
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« Alured holds of the Earl, Ci.rzzns. Alvi held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for two hides. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne are two ca- 
te rucates, and five ſervants, and two villanes, and four cottagers, with two ploughs, 
* and thirty acres of meadow. It was worth thirty ſhillings, now forty ſhilling sg. 
Another portion of land in this pariſh has the following deſcription, under a diffe- 


rent name: 


Warner holds of William [de Ow] CIrEAx x. In the time of King Edward it 
« gelded for one hide. The arable is one carucate. It is worth ten ſhillings, The 
« aforeſaid lands Aleſtan Boſcome held in the time of King Edward.“ 


This place obtained its adjunct appellation from the family of Domer, or Dommere, 
who were lords of it, as another ſituated ſouthward had that of Vagg, from the 
family of Fage, and is now by corruption ſimply called Vagg. In the time of Edw. I. 
John de Dummere was lord of Chilthorne-Domer, and then gave one acre of land 
in this pariſh with the dvowſon of the church to Thomas biſhop of Exeter, who be- 
ſtowed the ſame on the prior and convent of Brewton. 9 Edw. III. Richard 
Dommere held lands in Chilthorne by the ſervice of the fourth part of a knight's fee.* 
Theſe lands deſcended by an heireſs to the family of Fage, of whom we find the fol- 
lowing particulars:—29 Edw. I. John Fage held at his death two parts of the village of 
Chilterne-Fage of the heir of Baldwin de Aldham, by the ſervice of the fourth part of a 
knight's fee; and alſo the eighth part of a fee in Eford juxta Taunton, by the ſervice 
of paying five-pence yearly to the Biſhop of Wincheſter, on the feaſt of St. Michael. 
John Fag his ſon and heir was then of the age of eighteen years.. Which John Fag, 
or Fage, and Catherine his wife, held jointly 34 Edw. III. of the heirs of Sir John de 
St. Clair, the manors of Chilthorne-Fage and Chilthorne-Domer, and were ſucceeded 
therein by Marmaduke Fage, who by Alice his wife had iſſue Thomas Fage, who in- 
herited the eſtates. After which the manor of Chilthorne-Domer came to the family 
of Sydenham; and 9 Edw. IV. was held by Walter Sydenham, eſq; and Margaret his 
wife, of Sir Humphry Stafford, knt. late Earl of Devon, as of his manor of Compton- 


Dunden.* After continuing in this family for a number of deſcents, it was ſold by 
them to the family of Hawker, in which it ſtill continues. 


The church was appropriated to the monaſtery of Brewton, and valued in 1192 at 
fourteen marks and a half; the prior of Bermondſey had out of it a yearly n of 
twenty ſhillings, 


The living is a vicarage in the deanery of Ilcheſter; the Rev. Matthew Hodge i is the. 
preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and is «ſmall frufture of one pace, having a 
- turret at the weſt end in which are two bells. 


In an arch under the north wall lies the effigy, according to tradition, of John de 
Dummere, a great warrior, and lord of this manor in the time of Edw. II. he is in 
armour, with his ſhield, military belt, and ſword; one leg is broken off. BY 

* Lib. Domeſday. * Ibid. *© Inq, IIIb. Feed. Efe. id. 
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femme heh this inſcription :——* Near this place lies 
George Hawker, eſq; of Vagg, who died Jan. 6, 1716, aged 28. In a vault near this 
place alſo lieth Mary, daughter of the above George Hawker, eſq; who died April 3, 
1751, aged 36,” | 


/ 
Low 1N-6!T:0: 26 


R the town upon the torrent, (Lim in the old Britiſh, from the Greek word 
f, ſignifying as much) lies between Aſhingrton and Ivelcheſter, on the river 
Yeo or Ivel, and is divided into two en viz. 


I. LIMIN CTO. 
2. DRavcor, a hamlet, ſituated half a mile eaſtward. 


At the time of the Norman ſurvey Roger de Curcelle poſſeſſed the lordſhip of 
Limington, for which his father gave five hides in exchange to the monks of Glaſton- 
bury.“ It is thus deſcribed: 


c Roger himſelf holds LiuinTons. Saulf held it in the time of King Edward, | 
tc and gelded for ſeven hides. The arable is eight carucates. In demeſne are three 
te carucates, and three ſervants, and one villane, and thirteen cottagers, with one plough. 
<< There is a mill of twenty ſhillings rent, and ſixty acres of meadow. Paſture twelve 
ce furlongs long, and two furlongs broad. It was and is worth ſeven pounds.“ 


This was held of the barons Beauchamp, of Hatch, by the family of Fitz-Bernard, 
and afterwards by that of Gyverney.* In the time of Edw. II. Sir Richard Gyverney, 
a famous knight, was lord of this manor, and lived in a manſion on the northeaſt ſide 
of the pariſh church.“ This Sir Richard, A. D. 1329, gave a meſſuage, five acres and 
one rood of arable land, one acre of meadow, and ſeventy-two ſhillings rent, with 
appertenances in Limington, to Gop and the church of Limington, and to John 
Fychet chaplain, and all other chaplains his ſucceſſors, to perform divine ſervice every 
day at the altar of the bleſſed Virgin Mary in the pariſh church of Limington, for the 
ſouls of him the ſaid Sir Richard and Maud his wife, and for the ſouls of Gilbert 
 Gyverney and Mabil Gyverney, father and mother of the ſaid Sir Richard, and of lord 
Philip de Columbers and Eleanor his wife, Gunnora formerly wife of the faid Sir 

Richard Gyverney, and * alſo formerly his wife, and 945 Henry Power and 
Maud his wife,“ 


Soon after the foundation of this 8 this Sir Richard Ge died, * was 
buried in a fair chapel gp the north ſide of the pariſh church of Limington. Having 
no iſſue male, his eſtates deſcended to Henry Power, who had married Maud his ſiſter, 


* Lib. Domeſday, »» Thid, © Lib. Feod, « Lel. In. 4. 91. 
* Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. The laſt chan prieſt W had a penſion 
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Which Henry died ſeized of this manor 35 Edw. III. leaving an only daughter Joan, 
who was married to William de Shareſhull.“ After which the manor came to the 
Bonvilles. Sir William Bonville held it at his death 9 Henry IV. of Lord Beauchamp, 
William the ſon of John Bonville being his couſin and heir." From the Bonville family 


it came to the Marquis of Dorſet. 6 Eliz. the manor of Limington and farm called the 


Weſtern- Farm within the ſame manor, and other lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
in Yeovilton and Limington; as alſo a farm called the Eaftern-Farm, and the advowſon 


of the church of Limington, were held by William Roſewell, Thomas Roſewell, 
William Smithe, and Henry Dale. 


DRraycor was the land of Robert earl of Morton, as we learn from the following 
record: 


« William holds of the Earl, DRAIcorg. Ulwi held it in the time of King Edward, 
« and gelded for two hides. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne is one caru- 
ce cate and a half, and nine cottagers, with one plough and a half. There is a mill of 
« fifteen ſhillings rent, and twenty-ſix acres and a half of meadow, and thirty-one acres 
« of paſture, and as many of coppice- wood. It is worth forty ſhillings.” 


A ſmall portion of this vill was held by Goduin one of the King's thanes: He 
te and his mother held it in the time of King Edward the Confeſſor, and paid Danegeld 


« for one virgate of land. The arable is half a carucate, It renders two ſhillings 
ce per annum,” 


This manor is now by inheritance the property of St. Barbe Spline eſq. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Ilcheſter; in 1192 the value thereof was 
certified at thirty marks.“ The Rev. John Clothier is the preſent incumbent. 


\ 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and north | 


aile or chapel; at the weſt end is a plain tower containing four bells. 


In a niche under the north window of the chapel lies the effigy of Sir Richard 
| Gyverney the founder of the chantry; and at his feet that of a woman veiled. Under 


the arch which divides this chapel from the. nave is a large tomb, whereon lie the 


effigies of another of the Gyverney family (probably Sir Sy and his lady by his 
fide, All theſe figures are much mutilated, 


There is a mural monument to the memory of Mr. Edward Gould, fon of Mr. 
James and Mrs. Mary Gould, of London, who died Jan, 20, 1747, _ 21, Arms, 
Paly of fix argent and ſable, ſix croſs-croſlets or. GET: 


In the chancel are two ancient pews, on ſome of the pannels of which are carved divers 
armorial ſhields, with the bearings of the Houſes of York and Lancaſter. Another coat 
is, Quarterly, firſt and fourth fix mullets, ſecond and third a fret. On another is the 
cypher of Cardinal Wolſey, who was rector of this church, to which he was preſented by 


the Marquis of Dorſet. There goes a ſtory of him, that ſoon after his preferment to this 


a Ibid. i Pat. 6. Eliz. p. 8. | * Lib. Domeſday. 
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living, he was put into the ſtocks by Sir Amias Pawlet, a neighbouring j juſtice of the : 
peace, for getting drunk and making a riot at a fair; a kind of diſcipline which Wolſey 

did not forget when he arrived at the high ſtation of Lord Chancellor of England; but 
ſummoned his eorrector up to London, and after a ſevere reprimand, enjoined him ſux 


years cloſe confinement in the Temple. 


M U D F O R D. 
ORTHWARD from Yeovil, and in the road there to Caſtle-Cary, ſtan 
Mudford, which originally had its name from an ancient ford through the rive 


Teo, over which there is now built a bridge of two arches. There are three places of 


this name, viz. Muprorp-STxttr, WesT-Muprokp, and Uretr-MuproRD ; all 
which are indiſcriminately ſurveyed in the Norman record, as follows; 


te Warmund holds Muxvirozp, in mortgage of Ulward, by evidence of the King's 


cc writ. In the time of King Edward it gelded for five hides. The arable is five ca- 


ce rucates. Thereof are in demeſne two hides, and there are two ploughs. There are 
« twelve acres of meadow, and as many of paſture. It was and is worth three pounds. 


« Dodeman holds of the Earl [Baldwin de Execeſtre] MunpiroRp. Wnulf held it 
ce in the time of King Edward, and gelded for four hides and a half. The arable is 
« four carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, and ſeven ſervants, and one villane, 
« and ſeven cottagers, with one plough. There is a mill rented at twenty ſhillings, and 
« fifteen acres of meadow, and forty acres of paſture. It was and is worth four pounds.”” 


te Rainald holds of Serlo [de Burci] Mupirord. - Elmar held it in the time of 
« King Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable is three carucates. In de- 


« meſne is one carucate and a half, and three villanes, and four cottagers, with two 
« ploughs. It was formerly and is now worth three. pounds. 


« To this manor is added STAnE, [ Stone, which anciently gave name to the hun- 
te dred.] Sareb held it freely for a manor in the time of King Edward, and gelded for 


ce two hides. The arable is one carucate and a half. It was formerly and is now worth 
cc ten ſhillings.” 


| The principal poſſeſſors of the chief manor in Mudford after the Norman Conqueſt 
were denominated from it de Modiford. Henry lord of Modiford, by a deed withour 
date, granted to William Malet lord of Enmore two fardels of land in the village of 
Mudford, in free marriage with Sarah the daughter of Lord Raymond de Sulley. The 
ſeal appendant to this deed has the name de Modiford ſurrounding a roſe, the arms of 


that ancient family. 


Lb. Domeſday, —* Ibid, e Ibid. 
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| Thoſe lands which were held in Mudford at the Conqueſt by Baldwin de Exeter 
deſcended to the Courtneys earls of Devon, and continued long in the poſſeſſion of that 
family. Another manor was denominated Muprorp-Torr, and was held in the time 
of Edw. I. by the family of Plugenet of Haſelborough, under that of de Romeſly or 
Romſey.* 20 Edw. III. Nicholas the fon of Nicholas Dannay held at his death in 
demeſne of the King in chief the manor of Mudford-Torry, leaving iſſue Sir John 
- Dannay, knt. his ſon and heir, whoſe ſole daughter Emma inherited his lands. 14 
Henry IV. Thomas Romeſye granted to William Brocas and others a third part of 
this manor, with all his lands in Saltford and Chilthorne-Domer.* This family ſeem 
always to have been lords paramount of this manor: they became extinct about the 
beginning of the reign of Henry VI. 36 Henry VIII. that King granted the manor 
of Mudford, with its appertenances and lands in Mudford, to Richard Fermor and Ann 
| his wife, for the term of their lives, remainder to John Fermor and Maud his wife for 
their lives, remainder to the heirs male of the body of the faid John, to be held of 
the King in chief by knight's ſervice.” Theſe Fermors were anceſtors of the Earl of 
Pomfret. The manor now belongs to the Raymond family of Glouceſterſhire. 


The manor of Sroxx, which has already been mentioned in the D account 
of Mudford, is in that record thus farther noted: 


« Earl Moriton holds of the King theſe manors, SraxE, SToca and SToca, Dazr- 
© cor. Theſe lands were thane- land in Glaſtingberie in the time of King Edward, 
te and could not be ſeparated from it. They are worth fourteen pounds.“ 


This vill was afterwards given to the priory of Bermondſey in Surrey, whoſe eſtates 


here were in 1193 valued at 61. 58. It is now a depopulated place between Mudford 
and Yeovil. 


The other hamlets in this pariſh are, 1. SOCKE, or OLD-STock, ſituated a mile 
ſouthweſt from Mudford, and containing ſeven houſes, one of which is a large ancient 
Gothick pile, built of Ham-hill ſtone, formerly the ſeat of the family of Raymond. 
The Philoſophical Tranſactions take notice of a pool in the paſtures of Mr. Phelips, at 
Sock-Farm, to which pigeons reſort, but which cattle will not drink even when there 
is ſcarcity of water, being to the taſte not only brackiſh, but in other reſpects very diſ- 
agreeable. In a glaſs it looks clear, but greeniſh. On boiling it in a bell-metal 
veſſel, it ſuddenly yields a thick froth, having ſomething of a vitriolick taſte, and when 
evaporated leaves a vitriolick ſalt on the ſides of the pan. The mud and earth about 
this ſpring are Roman vitriol. - In a long and hard froft, Dr. Beal ſent for a bottle of 


the water, and found it very thick and blackiſh, It ſmelled ——— . and not 
much unlike gunpowder newly inflamed. 


This hamlet is deſcribed in Domeſday-book, ne next after Eſentaue, or Aſhington: 
Vitalis holds of Roger, Sochz. Tochi held it in the time of King Edward, and 
« gelded for a hide and a half. The arable is two carucates. . In demeſne is one 


* Lib. Feod. "Eſc. © Rot. Claus. 14 Hen. IV. > Pat. 36 Hen. VIII. p. 6. 
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ec carucate and three cottagers, and ten acres of meadow, and fifteen acres of paſture, 
te It was and is worth fifteen ſhillings.” 


This eſtate was held of the Courtneys lords of Mudford. 


2. Half a mile to the northweſt of Mudford is the hamlet of "PE. containing 
ix houſes, And, 


3. EasT-LaNE, containing two cones. | 


Beſides which there is a ſingle old houſe called od. Court. The whole number of 
houſes in this pariſh is about ſixty, and of inhabitants about three hundred. 


The prior of Montacute had an eſtate in Mudford, which was valued in 1193 at 81. 


The benefice was anciently rated at thirty marks.“ It is a vicarage in the deanery 


9 5 of Marſton, and in the gift of the dean and chapter of Wells. The Rev. Aaron 
3 Foſter is the preſent incumbent. 


=_ The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, i is a large handſome ſtructure, conſiſt- 
? I { | ing of a nave leaded, and a chancel and ſmall north aile tiled. At the weſt end is a 
13 5 large well- built tower, containing a clock and five bells. The old tower which ſtood 
bt here was blown down in a ſtorm Sept. 4, 1309, which likewiſe deſtroyed the tower of 

1 a Yeovilton, and did much other damage in this neighbourhood.* 


1 In the north aile is a ſmall mural monument of ſtone.— In memory of Chriſtopher 


Raymond, of Old-Stock in this pariſh, eſq; fon and heir of George Raymond, of Yeat 
in the county of Glouceſter, eſq; who died Jan. 18, 1723-4, ætat. ſuæ 60.” Arms, Sable, 


a chevron between three eagles diſplayed argent; on a chief of the firſt three boars 
paſſant able. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are on an average ſix, the burials ſeven ads 
Lib. Domeſday, = Taxat, Temporal, " Taxat, Spiritual, * 'Triveti Annales, ii. 7. 
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S a conſiderable pariſh one mile northweſt from Yeovil, in the turnpike-road ta 
Taunton. It is divided into two tithings, viz. 

I, PRESTON-PLUCKNET, containing forty houſes, with the church. 

2, PRESTON-BERMONDSEY, containing fourteen houſes, 


; The whole number is fifty-four, and of inhabitants two hundred and eighty. There 
; are about ten farms; the reſt are moſtly cottages, but better than in many other pa- 
riſhes. The ſoil is a rich light ſandy loam, and ſtone- ruſh, with good blue marle under 
it, and the ſituation very pleaſant, It is highly cultivated, well watered by ſprings, and 
ornamented, but not encumbered with wood, | 
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It was anciently, as it is at preſent, divided into two manors, the firſt of which was 
held by Alured de Iſpania, one of the Conqueror's attendants, who derived his ſurname 
from the circumſtance of Spain being his native country, 


« Hugh holds of Alured, PRESTO. Alwi held it in the time of King Edward, 
and gelded for three hides wanting one virgate. The arable is five carucates. In 
« demeſne is one carucate, and two ſervants, and fourteen villanes, with one plough. 
e There is a mill of twenty- pence rent, and eight acres of meadow, and fifteen acres of 
e wood. When he received it, it was worth thirty ſhillings, now ſixty ſhillings.”* 


The other manor was Siren by King William to Anſger de ee and is thus 
ſet down: ; 


« Anſger holds of the King, PazSraTons. Alva held it in thi time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for two hides. The arable is one carucate, which is in demeſne, 
« with one ſervant, and eight cottagers, There are ten acres of meadow. It was = 
« merly worth fifteen ſhillings, now it is worth forty ſhillings.” 


The former of theſe manors obtained the appellation of Preſton-Pluctnet, in regard of 
its having been parcel of the eſtate of the family of Plugenet, corruptly called Plucknet. 
Under them it was ſometime held by a family who had their names from this place, 
where they had their uſual Nene,” Thomas de Preſton occurs witneſs to a chatter 
6 Edw. I, after him came William de Preſton, who was of Preſton in the time of Edw. II. 
John de Preſton held at his death 35 Edw. III. of the King in chief a meſfuage in 
Preſton-Plucknet, by the ſervice of the third part of one knight's fee. To him ſue- 
ceeded another. John de Preſton, who 10 Ric. II. gave a leaſe of lands in Preſton- 
Plucknet to Felicia the widow of Roger Warmewell. William de Preſton, a native of 
this place, was a monk of Bermondſey, and compiled a regiſter of the charters and munj- 
ments reſpecting the liberties, churches, rents, penſions, portions, and all other poſſeſ- 
ſions, belonging to the houſe of our Holy Saviour of Bermondſey juxta London, A. D. 
1863. This manor of Preſton-Plucknet belongs now to the Earl of Weſtmoreland,  : 


The other part of Preſton is diſtinguiſhed by the name of Bermondſey, by reaſon of 
its having been formerly poſſeſſed by the monks of Bermondſey abovementioned. In 
the year of our Lord 1126 Anſgerius Brito, a deſcendant of that Anſger de Montagud 

who held this manor at the Conqueſt, gave Preſton, conſiſting of two hides, to the 
Cluniac priory of our Holy Saviour of Bermondſey, to the intent that with the profits 
thereof two chaplains might be found to celebrate divine ſervice in the church of that 
monaſtery for the ſoul of the ſaid Anſger, and the ſouls of his anceſtors, and all the 
faithful deceaſed.® This grant was confirmed by Walter Brito, or Bret, ſon of the ſaid 
Anſger, and in 1193 the monks were found to have poſſeſſions here of the value of 
Bl. 3s, 4d. This manor is now the property of John Wills, eſq. 


The church of Preſton was not rated in the taxation of 1192, It is a vicarage in 
the deanery of Marſton, and in the patronage of Edward Phelips, od Montacute, eſq. 
The Rey, William Phelips is the preſent incumbent. 
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The church OR of a nave, chancel, and two ſide ailes, with a tower at the veſt 
| end, containing four bells. 
On two black frames is the following account of benefactions to the pariſh : 


« 1726. Thomas Freke, of this pariſh, * gave 208. a 58 to be diſtributed to 
the poor on Chriſtmas-day for ever. 


c 1730. Philip Freke, of Briſtol, merchant, gave one annuity or rent- charge of 505. 
ſuing out of Shore's-Cloſe, to five poor families of this pariſh not receiving alms, viz. 
10s. to each on the 23d of December yearly, at the diſcretion of the miniſter and 
churchwardens for ever. 


« 1731. William Freke, of Briſtol, merchant, gave 401. to pay 40s. yearly to four 
poor families of this pariſh not receiving alms, 10s. to each on the 23d of Dec. for ever. 


« 1732. Thomas Freke, of Briſtol, merchant, gave 208. a year out of Shore's- 
Cloſe to the poor for ever. 


. « 17 Dec. 1747. James Hooper, of Yeovil, gent. by will gave gos. yearly on 
Feb. 2, and Nov. 5, to the ſecond poor of this pariſh ; and charged his cloſe of free- 
hold land in Yeovil, called Cookſham, with the payment thereof; which ſaid deviſe 
has been ſince confirmed by the ſaid teſtator's only ſon and heir, by a deed enrolled in 
the court of chancery, Oct. 30, 1780.” 


There is a publick charity-ſchool inſtituted here for the clothing and teaching twelve 
boys and twelve girls to read. After they leave this ſchool, they are removed for further 
inſtruction to the charity-ſchool in Yeovil. | 


Not far from the church is a large old manſion, called Prefton- Abbey, having been 
formerly one of thoſe granges which are commonly met with in manors belonging 
to religious eſtabliſhments. The windows in this houſe are Gothick, and ſome very 
large; the door-ways arched, and the ſtair-caſes of ſtone. The predial barn is one 
hundred and fourteen feet in front, of ſtone well quoined, with a ſpacious arched en- 
trance, and a timber roof curiouſly contrived for ſtrength and duration. 
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imparts to a large diſtrict, forming one of the moſt beautiful dens, or vallies, 
in the county, the diſtinguiſhing appellation of Taunton-Dean, whereon 
Drayton, in the third ſong of his Polyolbion, paſſes this encomium: 

« What eare ſo empty is, that hath not heard the ſound 

« Of Taunton's fruitful Deane? not matcht by any ground.” 


In the hundred of Tantone, and in the hundred of Pipeminſter, [Pitminſter] were con- 
tained at the Conqueſt ſix- ſcore hides, three virgates, and one furlong of land, which 


were held by the King, Walchelin biſhop of Wincheſter, Willam the ſheriff, Roger 
Arundel, and John the porter. 


31 Henry II. this hundred was fined five marks for not certifying the ſheriff of the 
death of Walter de Wateley.* 


This hundred, excluſive of the town of Taunton, contains the following pariſhes: 


T* river Tone,“ gliding through a ſucceſſion of rich meads and paſtures, 


Angers-Leigh |  Hill-Farence Rimpton 
Bagborough-Weſt Kingſton | | Ruiſhton 
Bradford Lidiard-St.-Laurence | Staplegrove 
Cheddon-Fitzpaine Ninehead Stoke-St.-Mary 
Comb-Flory Norton-Fitzwarren Tolland 

Corfe Oake Trull 
Cothelſton Orchard-Portman | Wilton 
Heathfield Otterford | , and 
Hill-Biſhops Pitminſter Withiel-Flory. 


10 William III. een for making this river navigable from Babdgemer to Tams which naviga- 


tion was improved by another act in 1708. a 
» Polyolbion 48. Lib. Domeſday, Exon. « Mag. Rot. 31 Hen, II. rot. 12. 
Vor. III. G TAUNTON, 
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 THONODUNUM, (or the Town upon the river Toxx.) 


Ans town, which in point of ſize, buildings, and reſpectability of inhabitants, 

may vie with moſt cities, is ſituated fifty-two miles ſouthweſt from Bath, and 
thirty-two northeaſt from Exeter, being intermediate, and on the publick road between 
thoſe two cities. Its extent from eaſt to weſt is nearly a mile, and it conſiſts of four 
principal ſtreets, which are wide and very well built; and there is a noble ſpacious 
mar ket· place, in which is a handſome commodious market-houſe, with a town-hall 
over it, the building whereof was completed in the year 1773. The markets are large, 
and kept on Wedneſday and Saturday; and there are two fairs, one held on the 17th of 
June, the other on the 7th of July. The woollen- manufacture has flouriſhed in this 
town almoſt ever fince its firſt introduction into England by the memorable John 
Kempe from Flanders; the firſt manufacture being eſtabliſhed here about the year 
1336. Of late years it has decayed, and its ſucceſs has been in great meaſure tranſlated 
to the neighbouring town of Wellington. A ſilk manufacture was introduced here in 
1780. In the year 1477 the conſtables, portreves, and burgeſles, preſented a petition 
to parliament, praying that licence might be granted for pzving and otherwiſe im- 
proving the town of Taunton, which was granted upon a proviſo that the act ſhould 
not extend to the prejudice of William biſhop of Wincheſter, or his ſucceſſors, or of any 
tenements belonging to his biſhoprick. The principal ſtreets at that time were deno- 
minated (as they are at this day) North-ſtreet, Eaſt-ſtreet, Fore-ſtreet, and High-ſtreet. 


It js obſerved by Mr. Aubrey, a writer who deals largely in ſuperſtition, that once 
in ſeven years there rages in Taunton a ſmall-pox which the phyſicians cannot maſter, 
and he gives us the following extracts relating thereto from the pariſh regiſter; 


Small-pox in Taunton all the year 1658 
Likewiſe in the year- — 1670 
Again in the year — —— 1677 
Again very mortal in the year 1684.* 


Taunton is an ancient borough by preſcription, ' and has returned members to par- 
liament from the year 1294, 23 Edw. I. The right of chooſing theſe members is 
veſted in the pariſhioners boiling their own pot (hence called Pot-Wallers, and Pot- 
Walloners) reſiding within the limits of the borough, not being ſtated paupers, nor 
having within a twelve-month received any ſhare from the funds of the reſpective 
charities. It was incorporated by King Charles I. and again by King Charles II. 
A. D.'1677, and put under the government of a mayor, who returns the burgeſſes to 
parliament, The firſt mayor under the former charter was Andrew Henley, eſq; ſon 
of Robert Henley, of Leigh in this county, eſq; and progenitor of the preſent Earl of 


Pr. Stukeley ſuppoſes a Roman road paſſed hence to Bridgwater z but Taunton was no Roman town, 
pet. in Parl. 17 Ed. IV. _ © Aubrey's Miſcellanies 33. 
| Northington, 
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Northington. The firſt under the ſecond charter was Roger Gale, eſq; grandfather of 
the Rev. Thomas Gale, vicar of the church of St. Mary-Magdalen in the town of 


| Taunton, and great-grandfather of Henry Proctor Gale, of Haydon, eſq. The cor- 
poration conſiſts of a mayor, recorder, a Juſtice of the peace, two aldermen, ten capital 
and ten inferior burgeſſes. The juſtice is always the laſt mayor, who with the two 


aldermen is annually elected out of the capital burgeſſes, and the vacancies occaſioned 
by this election are filled up from the inferior members of the corporation. The officers 
are, a town-clerk, two ſerjeants at mace, a-bell-man, and a beadle. There are acting 


under the mayor and ſworn by him two conſtables and fix tithing-men or petty- 


conſtables, who with two portreves and two bailiffs are annually choſen by a jury, and 
are, properly ſpeaking, the officers of the Biſhop of Wincheſter, in whoſe court they are 
elected. The conſtables were formerly the chief magiſtrates of the town; and the 


province of the portreve is to collect the Biſhop's rents. The mayor's officers cannot 


arreſt within the borough; and there being no priſon, except a kind of town-bridewell, 
called the Nook, debtors are ſent to the county gaol at Ilcheſter, and criminals are 
committed to that at Wilton. - 


The corporation have neither lands, houſes, nor joint-ſtock, the laſt charter pre- 
cluding them from any ſuch poſſeſſions. Their original ſeal was, an eagle ſtanding on 


an imperial crown with wings diſplayed: under the crown, on a ſcroll, this motto, 


DerenDaMus: the circumſcription, SiGiLLuM BurG1 De TauxnTon. The arms of 


the town are a caſtle triple-towered, crenellated and embattled; and the device, allufive 


to its name, is the letter T paſſed through a tun, lying feſſeways. 


The caſtle ſtands on the welt fide of the town, and is part of a ſtately edifice, erected 
by William Giffard biſhop of Wincheſter, and lord of the town in the time of Henry I. 
By ſeveral documents of the biſhops of that ſee dated at Taunton-caſtle, it ſeems to 
have been a place of their frequent reſidence. In 1495 the whole building was 
repaired, and an embattled gate-way built by Thomas Langton biſhop of Wincheſter 
from 1486 to 1492. This gate is ſtill ſtanding, and has over it a ſhield between four 


roſes, with a croſs charged with five roſes, and this inſcription: © 1490. Laus tibi 


Chriſte T. Langts Wlintd,” He alſo erected the houſe adjoining to the porter's 
lodge. In 1577 the buildings received conſiderable improvements from the hands of 


Biſhop Robert Horn, who likewiſe built the aſſize-hall as it now ſtands, and whoſe . 


arms, three bugle-horns, impaling the ſee in 1577, remain ſtill thereon. 
23 Edw. I. Nicolas de Bonvile was conſtable of Taunton- caſtle. 
14 Edw. II. John de Buckland had the ſame office. 


9 Edw. III. Hugh de Taunton was Janitor Caſtri de Tantone, and held lands in 
Taunton under Adam de Orlton biſhop of Wincheſter. | 


6 Hen. V. Thomas Chaucier was conſtable of the caſtle. 
13 Henry VI. Sir John Daubeney was conſtable. 


* TAVNTON FARTHING, BY THE CONSTABLES, 1667, 


GT £3: > | | 17 Henry 
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| 17 Henry VI. Sir John Stradling was conſtable of Taunton-caſtle, and had an | 
annuity of 201. per annum granted to him out of the borough or manor of Taunton. 


18 Edw. IV. the office of feodary and bailiff of the franchiſes of Taunton was 
granted to William Bodell. 


13 Henry VII. Giles Lord Daubeney had the -onſtableſhip of the caſtle, and the 
annuity of 20l. This year the Corniſh rebels under the command of Perkin Warbec, 
who laid claim to the crown of England under the pretext of being Richard duke of 
York, ſecond ſon of King Edw. IV. came to Taunton, and laid ſiege to the caſtle, 
which they took; but were ſoon repulſed; and their leader, being purſued by Lord 
Daubeney to Beaulieu in Hampſhire, was there taken, ſent to London, and executed. 

The Corniſh inſurgents had the year before inveſted the place, and murdered in the 


caſtle the provoſt of Penryn, who had been * a commiſſioner of the new 
ſubſidies. 


19 Henry VIII. the office of feodary and bailiff of Taunton was . to Roben 
Fill and William Payne. 


22 Henry VIII. Thomas and Matthew Arundel had the office of conſtable and 
gate-keeper of the caſtle. 


24 Henry VIII. the fame office was granted to Poole and Drables. 
4 Edw. VI. the conftableſhip was granted for life to Walter Halſe. 


4 and 5 Philip and Mary, the office of woodward of Taunton was granted to 
Nicholas Lenthall and Hugh Lyddon. . 


4 Eliz. the office of clerk of the caſtle and bailif of Taunton was granted to 
Hugh Norris and his two ſons. 


17 Eliz. the bailiwick and eee of Taunton were granted to ] erome e and 
Edmund Horne. 


18 Eliz. Richard Roſewell was woodward of Taunton. 


39 Eliz. the bailiwick and conſtableſhip. of the rene were an to Edward 
Lancaſter and his aſſigns for three lives. 


10 Jac. I. Sir Francis Popham, knt. was conſtable. 


25 Nov. 4 Car. I. the office of clerk of the caſtle, town, and lordſhip of Taunton 
was ſurrendered by Sir John Horner, knt. John Syms, and Thomas Malet, eſqrs. at 
the requeſt of George Browne, and was granted to the ſaid George Browne, and Robert 


Browne, for their lives, and the longer liver of them. They had alſo a grant at the 
ſame time of the office of gate · keeper of the caſtle. 


14 May, 9 Car. I. George Browne being dead, Robert Browne ſurrendered the 
office, and took a grant of the ſame to himſelf and John Browne for their lives. 


10 March, 20 Car. I, the conſtableſhip of the caſtle was granted by Walter biſhop 
of Wincheſter to Francis Keene, of Wells, gent. | 


dee the Englih Hiſtories, - ! From the Ledger books of Wincefe ' 
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In 1642 this caſtle fell into the hands of the parliament army, who placed a garriſon 
therein, and intended to have made it their chief hold in all this country; it was 
however quickly reſcued from them by the Royaliſts under the Marquis of Hertford, 
and as quickly retaken by Colonel Blake for the parliament, who in 1645 defended it 
againſt an army of ten thouſand men that was brought againſt it by Lord Goring. 
After the Reſtoration King Charles II. ordered it to be diſmantled, in which ruinous 
ſtate it has ever ſince continued to this day, | 


It ſtood nearly upon the ſcite of a fortreſs erected about A. D. 700 by Ina king 
of the Weſt-Saxons, for the purpoſe of better ſecuring the conqueſts which he had 
made in this part of Britain, and awing thoſe diſaffected nobles who fixed a jealous 
eye on his dominions. It was here that that prince, whoſe reign throughout is marked 
with fortitude tempered with moderation, and prudence heightened by religion, con- 


vened the clergy of the Welt to aſſiſt him in the promotion of the Chriſtian religion, 


and framed that code of laws, which was intended to regulate the police of his 
country, and was in many points ſo favourable to the Aborigines of the iſland. Not- 
withſtanding the inſurrection of Ealdbright Clito, who urged a preſumptive claim to 
his crown and ſceptre, and whom he vanquiſhed underneath his walls, and the ſediti- 
ous murmurs of ſome other malecontents of inferior note, he lived to ſee his territories 
in the full poſſeſſion of tranquillity; and there being now no longer an occaſion for 
walls and bulwarks, the caſtle of Taunton was demoliſhed, and the King, having put 
the government of his kingdom into the hands of Ethelard, brother of his Queen 
Ethelburga, retired to a monaſtery at Rome, and there ended his days. 


Ethelard ſucceeding to the throne, ſeems to have followed the ſteps of his great pre- 
deceſſor, and to have cultivated peace, piety, and religion, in which he was aſſiſted by 
his devout Queen Frithogitha, who, abandoning all her ſplendid poſſeſſions, devoted 
herſelf entirely to God, and, among many other acts of religious charity, prevailed 
upon Ethelard to beſtow the town of Taunton, then the feat of Royal reſidence, on the 
church of Wincheſter, which had been founded by Cygenils the: firſt Chriſtian king 
of the Weſt-Saxons. | | . 


ol 


To this donation, which was made ſomewhat above three hundred years before the 


arrival of King William the Conqueror, was appended in that ſpace ſuch a remarkable 


ſhare of immunities, prerogatives, and privileges, as is hardly to be found in the de- 
ſcription of any other manor in the Norman ſurvey. „ 


Tus Land or THz Bisnor or WINCHESTER. 
“The Biſhop of Wincheſter holds T anToxe..  Stigand {biſhop of Wincheſter, and 


_ © archbiſhop of Canterbury] held it in the time of King Edward, and gelded for 
_ © fifty-four hides, and two virgates and a half of land. The arable is one hundred 


carucates. Beſides this the Biſhop has in demeſne land to the amount of twenty 
© carucates, which never gelded, and has there thirteen ploughs. There are fourſcore 
te villanes, and fourſcore and two cottagers, and ſeventy ſervants, and fixteen coliberts, 
* and ſeventeen ſeeders of ſwine, paying ſeven pounds and ten ſhillings. Amongſt 


© them all they have ſixty carucates, There are ſixty-four burgeſſes paying thirty-two | 


— 
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ce ſhillings. There are three mills rented at one hundred ſhillings wanting ſixty-pence. 


« A market pays fifty ſhillings, and fifty ſhillings [are paid] for the liberty of coining. 
c There are forty acres of meadow. Paſture two miles long, and one mile broad. 
« Wood one mile long, and as much broad. When Biſhop Walchilin received it, its 


< revenue was fifty pounds. Now it produces one hundred and fifty-four pounds and 


ce thirteen-pence, with all its appendages and cuſtoms. 


« Theſe cuſtoms belong to TanToNE. Burgheriſth, * robbers," breach of the peace, 


te hainfare,* hundred-pence,' and St. Peter's-pence,” churchſet.“ To attend the Biſhop's 


ce pleas thrice a year without being ſummoned, and to go to the army with the 
« Biſhop's men. 


« Theſe ſaid cuſtoms theſe lands were accountable for to Tantone. Talanda,” 
« Acha,* Holeforde,* and Ubcedene,” and Succedene, Maidenobrocke, Laforde, Hilla, and 
“Hela, Nichehede,* Nortone, Bradeforde,' Halſa, and Hafella." 


ce Scobindare,* and Stocha;* theſe two lands do not owe the, army.“ 


The ſame cuſtoms owe they of Baweberga,“ except the army and the ſepulture. 


« Of all theſe lands thoſe who would make oath or carry their deciſion come to 
ce TAN TONE. When the lords of theſe lands die, they are buried in Tantone. 


<« Hilla and Hela could not be ſeparated from Tantone in the time of King Edward. 


« Of the aforefaid fifty-four hides and a half, and half a virgate of land, Goisfrid 
ce now holds of the Biſhop four hides and one virgate of land. Robert four hides and 


8 The cognizance and power of * houſe-breakers in the borough. 
» The ſame extended to the judging and executing thieves and highway-robbers. 
i Power of adminiſtering juſtice in all miſdemeanors and petty commotions. 
_ * Juriſdition over ſervants abſconding from their maſters, 
A ſum demanded by the ſheriff from each tithing within his county by way of ſubſidy. 


= A tribute of one penny for every houſe, given by Arp Ina to the W St. Peter at Rome in his pil- 
grimage thither, A. D. 720. 


* A meaſure of wheat e paid to ihs church by every houſekeeper on St, Martin's-day, i in the name 
of firſt-fruits, 


e ee Hb Cds, Maidenbrook. 
Ford. x Hill-Biſhops. „Heal. Ninchead. Norton-Fitzwarren. o Bradford. 


© Halſe.. * Heathfied, * f Stoke-St. Mary. 
© Are not obliged to ſend men to attend the Biſhop's men in the army. 
w Bagborough. | Fees paid for interment, 


he meaning of this ſentence is, Thoſe who were diſpoſed to acquit themſelves of any charge alledged againſt 


them, either by oath, or carrying in the hand a red-hot iron of a pound weight for the ſpace of nine ſteps, were 


to apply to the Biſhop*s court at Taunton to make ſuch proof of their innocence. This mode of purgation from 
the charge of guilt, by an appeal as it were to Gop himſelf, was called by our forefathers fire-ordeal, and was 
only the privilege of freemen, or better ſort of people. It was of two kinds, that abovementioned being the ſim- 
pleſt of the two: the other was performed by ſtepping barefoot and blindfolded over nine red-hot plough- ſhares 
laid at equa! diſtances. - In either way, if the defendant eſcaped unburnt, he was declared innocent ; but if burnt, 
guilty, The ordalian law was totally aboliſhed by an act of parliament in the time of Henry III. 5M 

Ka . 


* 
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ce a half. Hugh two hides and a half. There are in demeſne ten carucates, and 
ce twelve ſervants, and twenty villanes, and twenty-eight cottagers, with ten ploughs. 
ct There are thirty-ſeven acres of meadow, and forty-three acres of wood, and a mill of 
« three ſhillings [rent.] This is Hugh's. In all it is worth twenty-ſeven pounds. 


ce Alſo of the aforeſaid hides Goduin holds of the Biſhop two hides wanting half a 
te virgate of land. Leveva two hides. Alward one hide, and one yardland and a half. 
ce Aluric and Edmor three hides. Lewi half a virgate of land. There are in demeſne 
ce ſeven carucates, and thirteen ſervants, and thirteen villanes, and twenty cottagers, 
e with three ploughs and a half. There are two mills of the rent of fix ſhillings and 


« ejight-pence, and forty-five acres of meadow, and ſixty- one acres of wood. In all it 


« js worth eight pounds and three ſhillings. They who held theſe lands in the time of 
« King Edward could not be ſeparated from the church. 


« Alſo of the aforeſaid hides Earl Moriton holds one hide. Alured one hide. John 
te two hides and half a yardland. In demeſne there are two carucates, and ſm ſervants, 
ce and twelve villanes, and ſeventeen cottagers, with three ploughs and a half. There 
ce are two mills rented at fourteen ſhillings and two-pence, and nineteen acres of mea- 
cc dow, and one hundred acres of paſture, and twenty acres of wood. Theſe three lands 
te belonged to TAN TONE in the time of King Edward, and were valued at ſeventy 
ce ſhillings. Their profits are now fix pounds and ten ſhillings. 


« To this manor of TAN rox are added two hides and a half in Lidiard' and Lega,“ 
te which a thane held in parage in the time of King Edward, and could go to what lord 
ce he would, WIward and Alward now hold them of the Biſhop by the grant of King 
« William. The arable is five carucates. There are fix villanes, and three cottagers, 
te and four ſervants, and eleven acres of meadow, and one hundred acres of paſture, 
ce and forty-nine acres of wood. It was and is worth forty-five ſhillings. From theſe 
te lands cuſtom and ſervice always belonged to TawToxs, and King William granted 


ce thoſe lands to be held by St. Peter and Biſhop Walchelin, as he himſelf acknowleged 


ce at Sariſberi [Saliſbury] in the hearing of the Biſhop of Durham, to whom he gave 
ce inſtructions to enroll this his ſaid grant in the records.“ “ 


This Walchelin, who is ſometimes otherwiſe called Walkelm, and Valceline, was 
couſin and chaplain of King William the Conqueror, and profeſſor of theology at Paris.“ 
Soon after his coming into England, he was, in the room of Stigand, who had been for 
divers reaſons deprived of his epiſcopal honours, conſecrated Biſhop of Wincheſter by 
Arminfrid the Pope's legate, on the feaſt of the Holy Trinity, A. D. 1070.“ He pre- 


ſided over that ſee ſeven and twenty years, and died Jan. 2, 1097.*' He is generally 


ſuppoſed to have inſtituted the cuſtoms of the manor. | 
To which Walchelin ſucceeded in the ſee of Wincheſter, and in the manor of Taunton, 
William Giffard, 1107, He built the caſtle and the priory. 
Henry de Blois, brother of King Stephen, 1129. He was a benefactor to the priory. 


Lydiard-St.-Lawrence. Leigh, or Knight's-Leigh. Lib. Domeſday. - _ ® Rudborne Hiſt, Winton, 
Godwin de Præſulibus, 213. * Simeon Dunelm, Hiſt, 223. 


Richard. 
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Richard Toclive, alias More, 1173. He was a native of Ivelcheſter. 
Godfrey de Lucy, ſon of Richard Lucy, chief juſtice of England, 1189. 
Peter de la Roche, 1204. Made chief juſtice of England by King John. 
William de Raley biſhop of Norwich, 1238. 

Ethelmar, or Adomar, fon of Hugh earl of March, 1 abs, 

John de Gernſey, or John de Oxford, 1262. 

Nicholas de Ely, 1268. Was a benefactor to the 228 

John de Pontiſſara, or Pointes, 1282. 

Henry Woodlock, prior of Marmonſtier, 1305. 

John de Sandale, canon of York, 1316. 

Reginald de Aſſer, canon of Orleans, 1 320. 

John de Stratford, archdeacon of Lincoln, 1323. 

Adam de Orlton, or Tarlton, tranſlated from Worceſter, 13 3 3. 

William de Edendon, lord treaſurer of England, 1345. 

William de Wykeham, 1367. 

Henry Beaufort, cardinal of St. Euſebius, 1405. This | biſhop, 14 Henry VI. 
granted to John archbiſhop of York and others a certain yearly rent of 133]. 6s. 8d. 
iſſuing from the manors of Downton, Ebleſbourne-Epiſcopi and Knoyle in Wiltſhire ; 
and 3331. iſſuing from the caſtle and town of Taunton, and from the manors of Hull, 
Staplegrove, Holway, Naileſbourne, Otterford and Rimpton; and the prior and: con- 
vent of St, Swithin in Wincheſter ratified the grant. 

William Waynflet, 1447. He granted the old guildhall (which with the high croſs 


was taken down in 1769) to Nicholas Dixon, vicar of Taunton, under the yearly rent 
of a red roſe. 


Peter Courtney, 1486. 

Thomas Langton, 1493. He repaired, and greatly added to the caſtle, 
Richard Fox, 1504. He was founder of the free-ſchool in Taunton. 
Thomas Wolſey, the famous cardinal, 1 529. 

Stephen Gardiner, 1534. | 

John Poynet, 1550. 

John White, 1557. 

Robert Horn, dean of Durham, 1560, He bullt the afſize-hall. 

John Watſon, 1580. 

Thomas Cooper, the author of the Chronicle and Thefaurus, 1584. 
William Wickham, 1595. 75 | 
William Day, dean of Windſor, 159 . . | 
Thomas Bilſon, 1597. | | 


Thomas Mountague, biſhop of Bath and Wells, 1617. 
Lancelot Andrews, 1618. | 
: b. Rot. Claus. 14 Hen. VI. 
| Richard 
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Richard Neile, tranſlated from Durham, 1628. He was the laſt prelate of the ſee 
who enjoyed this manor without moleſtation; for in the time of his ſucceſſor 


Walter Curle, who ſucceeded in 1632, an act paſſed for the ſale of Biſhops' lands; 
and the manor of Taunton and Taunton-Dean, together with the caſtle and all other 
appertenances, were fold by the truſtees appointed by parliament, on March 20, 1647, 
to Brampton Gurdon, of Aſſington in the county of Suffolk, eſq; and John Hill, of 
Taunton-Dean, gent. But the manor was afterwards recovered by and is ſtill veſted | 
in the biſhoprick of Wincheſter. 


This manor has five diviſions or hundreds, viz. Wikis, Hur, PounDisroR D, 
STAPLEGROVE, and N AILSBOURNE; and by the return of the ſurveyors appointed by 
parliament for the ſurveying the manor of Taunton-Dean, | in order to a fale, Feb. 9, 
1647, it was found that 


The tenants of the hundred of Hollway paid at the firſt coming in} C. 5. d. 
of every Biſnop, by way of acknowledgment, called Recognition 24 1 52 
Money, the ſum of 


The tenants of the hundred of Hull — — 10 2 6 
The tenants of the hundred of Poundisford — — 12 15 10 
The tenants of the hundred of Staplegrove —— — 3 1 
The tenants of the hundred of Nailſbourne — — 9 17 10 


In this manor there are two ſorts of lands, Bondland and Overland: The Bondland is 
that whereon there have been and commonly are ancient dwelling-tenements, and is 
held by a cuſtomary fine and rent certain, paying heriots, and doing other ſuits and 
ſervices to the ſame belonging. The Overland is that whereon in ancient time there 
were no dwellings, and is held by a fine and rent certain and fealty; but the tenants 
thereof pay no heriots, and do no other cuſtoms, ſuit, or ſervice, for the ſame. 


By the cuſtom of this manor, if any tenant die ſeized of any cuſtomary lands or tene- 
ments of inheritance within the ſame, having a wife at the time of his death, then his 
wife inherits the ſame lands as next heir to her huſband, and is admitted tenant thereto, 
to hold the ſame to her and her heirs for ever, in as ample a manner as any other cuſ- 
tomary tenant there holds his lands, under the rents, fines, heriots, cuſtoms, duties, ſuits, 
and ſervices, for the ſame due and accuſtomed. And if any tenant die ſeized of any 
cuſtomary lands or tenements of inheritance within the ſaid manor, having no wife at 
the time of his death, and having but one ſon; then that ſon inherits the ſame land as 
heir to his father; but if he have more ſons than one, then the youngeſt ſon inherits the 
ſame as ſole heir to his father. And ſo likewiſe of daughters: if he have more than 
one, and die without iſſue male, then the youngeſt daughter inherits the ſame as ſole 
heir to her father. But if ſuch tenant have neither wife, ſon, nor daughter, then the 
youngeſt brother of the whole blood inherits the ſame lands; and if he have no brother 
of the whole blood, then the youngeſt ſiſter of the whole blood; and if he have neither 
brother nor ſiſter, then the youngeſt next of kin of the whole and worthieſt blood in- 
herits and holds the lands to him and his heirs, or to her and her heirs for ever, under 
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the fines, rents, heriots, cuſtorns, duties, ſuits, and ts due for the ſame, by the 
cuſtom of the ſaid manor.* 


The affairs of the Biſhops of Wincheſter, and the revolutions of their caſtle, engroſs 
the hiſtory,of Taunton for ſeveral hundred years. Its other tranſactions have been 
but few with reſpect to notoriety; and perhaps. the moſt memorable occurrence in its 
modern annals is the adventure of James duke of Monmouth, and the cruelties exer- 
ciſed on his partiſans by Kirk and Jeffreys. 


The Duke, having in the ſpring of the year 1685 ſailed Gon the Texel with three 
veſſels, came on ſhore at Lyme in Dorſetſhire with about fourſcore followers. The 

- novelty of his expedition, and the diſaffection of the people to the meaſures of King 
James II. ſoon drew numbers to his ſtandard, and his army increaſed daily as he 
advanced up the country. On the 18th of June he arrived at Taunton, which he made 
his head-quarters, and having won many perſons of conſiderable eſteem to his cauſe, he 
procured himſelf to be proclaimed King on the Cornhill the 2 1ſt following, by the title 
of James II. and then publiſhed three ſeveral proclamations againſt the King, the 
5 | parliament, and the Duke of Albemarle. To quell this uſurper, General Kirk, an 
n 5 officer who had habituated himſelf to look on acts of ſavage cruelty with. a ſecret de- 
| lectation, was, among others, diſpatched into theſe parts; and as the Duke's deluded 


| followers were without much difficulty captivated, ſo they were without any ſhew of 
J | | mercy, or form of trial, immediately and moſt inhumanly put to death; the General 
N ordering nineteen men at one time, thirty at another, and many others at different times, 
1 : to be hanged on the Cornhill, their bowels to be burnt, and their limbs boiled in pitch, 
| to be expoſed in the ſtreets and publick roads. On the 28th of Auguſt following, 
George Jeffreys the Lord Chief Juſtice was ſent by the King on the Weſtern circuit, 
eſcorted by a party of Kirk's ſoldiers, with a ſpecial commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer 
| to try the inſurgents; and here, on Sept. 11th, he held what 1s very properly ſtiled his 
[ | | | t bloody aſſize; for neither age, ſex, nor character, eſcaped his barbarity; and he ſeems 
| | 5 to have exerted all the powers of his underſtanding in the invention of methods 
how to torment and tantalize his miſerable priſoners previous to their fate, and caſt the 
bitter gall of affliction on thoſe their friends who offered interceſſions in their behalf. 
The particulars of theſe unparalleled barbarities need not- here be recited: it will be 
ſufficient to obſerve, that the numbers hanged by order of the judge in different parts 
of the Weſt were three hundred and thirty-one; eight hundred and fifty were fold for 
ſlaves, and four hundred and eight were fined, whipped, and continued in priſon. 


We ſhall now ſay ſomething of the religious matters of this place. On the ſouth- 

_ eaſt ſide of the town William Giffard biſhop of Wincheſter, about the year 1110, 
founded a priory of canons-regular of the order of St. Auguſtine, which he dedicated 
to the honour of St. Peter and St. Paul. This monaſtery he endowed with all the 
churches of Taunton, with their chapels and all their appertenances; the land of 
Blagdon, and the church of Kingston, with its chapels and appertenances; the church of 


* Cuſtoms of the manor of Taunton and Taunton-Deane, reviſed by R. Locke. 
- t Tanner's Notitia Monaſtica, . p 
Leigh 


— - — " » 
_ 2 ů 66 Ie _ 
— * » „ — —— — — 


— I RE — 22 g — * Fr 
— PY a—_ _ + . _ 9. »» oo —_—_— — — —— Www. — —  _ — 
N | _— 4 —Bͤ 3 5 * 3 woah... — „„ 
- 3 : 14 


Caunton- Dean. T A U N T OO N. 235 


Leigb with its appertenances, and the church of Hill with its appertenances. Henry 
de Blois biſhop of Wincheſter, who by Leland is fet down as a co-founder of this 
priory," gave thereto the church of Pitminſter, with its appertenances and chapels. 
Robert Arundel gave two hides of land at Ab, (called from that donation Aþ-Priors ) 
and the church of that village with its appertenances. William Fitz-Odo, the land of 
Wildelang, and the church of the ſame village. William de Mohun, the land of Lidiard. 
Richard de Turberville, with the conſent of Hugh his brother, gave the church of 
Dulverton, and the land of Tolland. Roger Bret, the land of Upcozt. Baldwin de 
Combe, the land of Moor. Geffrey Foliot, one yard-land and a half in Staunton. Oſbert 
and Geffrey de Hidone, the land of Middleton. Baldwin de Combe, fifteen acres. 
Hugh de Flury, twenty acres of land in Heſtercombe. William de Montacute, earl of 
Sarum, gave the manor and hundred of Dulverton, with their appertenances.* This 
laſt grant was dated in the chapter-houſe of Taunton March 18, 10 Edw. III. Beſides 
which the prior and convent had the manor of Middlecot, and lands in Orchard, Trull, 

Corfe, Lydiard St. Laurence, Thorn St. Margaret, Ninehead, Weſt-Monkton, Bridg- 
water, North-Petherton, T hurloxton, Spaxton, Stringſton, Hagwell, and Stoke St. 
Mary; and they preſented to the rectories of Combe-Flory, Lidiard St. Lawrence, 
Runnington, and Thurloxton. They had alſo the appropriate rectories of the following 
vicarages to which they preſented, viz. Kingſton and Cothelſton, Ninehead, Withiel- 
Flory, and Pitminſter. The rectories of the following pariſhes were entirely appropri- 
ated to them, viz. the vicarage of St. Mary Magdalen in Taunton, with eight chapels 
belonging to it, viz. St. James in Taunton, Hill-Biſhops, Ruiſhton, Stoke St. Mary, 
Staplegrove, Thurlbury, Trull, Wilton; and alſo Corfe, Otterford, and Aſh-Priors. 
In 1444 the revenues of this priory were valued at 1461. 138. 4d. and in 1534 at 
2861. 8s. 10d,” 


The ſucceſſive Biſhops of Wincheſter were patrons of this priory, and the Þriors 
were ſummoned to convocation, The names of thoſe that occur, were 
Stephen, 1175, 1189. 
John, 1313. 
Stephen de Pycoteſton, 1315. He died 1 32 5. 
Richard de Colmſtoke, 1325. 
Ralph de Colmſtoke, 1331. He reſigned March 22, 1338. 


Robert de Miſſingham was elected April 19, 1339. There were then twenty-four 
canons preſent in the convent. 


Thomas Cok, or le Cock, April 8, 1346, 
Thomas de Pederton, died 1361. 
Walter de Gratley, 1361, 
Walter Coke, died in January 1407. 
Robert Newton, January 18, 1407. Hedied Avg. 12, 1431. 


Thomas Ufcolm was elected Sept. 14, 1431. Fourteen Monks were chen in 
the convent. 


» Lel. Collectan. i. 81. * Mon. Angl. ii. 83. 
7 So Dugdale, and Harl. MS. 701, but Archer, from the Regiſters of Wells, ſays 2861. 108. 
Hh 2 Thomas 
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Thomas Bennet, prior of this houſe, was in 14.38 ſummoned to the council of Florence, 
Richard Glene was ſummoned to the convocation 1449. He died Jan. 31, 1475. 


John Ayſhent, ſucceeded Feb. 28, 1475. Fifteen canons were then in the houſe. 
John Prowſe, 1492. He reſigned in 15 13. 


Nicholas Peper, was elected Feb. 23, 1513, when thirteen canons were 3 and 
three abſent. He died Sept. 26, 1523. 


William York, B. D. canon of Brewton, was kad by Cardinal Wolſey, 
Oct. 27, 1523. Twelve canons were then preſent, and one abſent.“ 


William Williams was the laſt prior, and with twelve monks ſurrendered the priory 
to the King, Feb. 10, 1539, being allowed a penſion of 601. per annum, and a gra- 
tuity of 3ol. 

In 1553 there remained in charge 61. 1 3s. 4d. in fees, and 39l. 6s. 8d. in annuities; 
and the following penſions, viz. To William Baylie 61. 13s. 4d.—Nicholas Beſam 61. 
ohn Warren sl. 6s. 8d. John Hayward $1. 6s. 8d.—John Cockeram $1. 6s. 8d, 
William Perſons 51. 6s. 8d.—and to William Brynſmede 51. 6s. 8d.“ 


36 Henry VIII. the ſcite of this priory, with its appertenances, and lands in Taunton, 
Hill Biſhops, Staplegrove, Ruiſhton, Trull, Corfe, Pitminſter, Hill-Farence, Norton, 
Kingſton, and Cheddon, was granted to Sir Francis Brian, knt. and Matthew Colthurſt, 
gent. and the heirs of the ſaid Matthew, to be held of the King in chief by the ſervice 
of the twentieth part of a knight's fee.” 


It has been aſſerted that Jaſper Tudor earl of Pembroke, half brother to King 
Henry VI. ordered his body to be buried in this priory; but Keynſham was in reality 
the monaſtery wherein he appointed his enen, and where his remains were accord- 
ingly depoſited.* 

Leland, who ſaw this priory before its Aiffolution, takes notice of the following books 
in the monks! library, viz. Chronicon Ivonis, Philaretus de pulſibus, Theophilus de urinis.* 


Near the chapel of St. Margaret in this town, ſtood an ancient hoſpital, founded in 
the time of Henry III. for the maintenance and ſupport of poor lepers, by one 
Lambrizt, or Lambright, a merchant of this place, whoſe ſucceſſors annexed the ad- 
vowſon thereof to the abbey of Glaſtonbury." 


Here was alſo a houſe of Carmelite or White Friars, founded by Walter de Meriet,* 
lord of Combe-Flory in the time of Edward III. The ſcite of this houſe belongs to 
Henry Proctor Gale, eſq. 


In Taunton there are two pariſhes, St. Mary Magdalen, and St. James. In 1292 
the church of the bleſſed Mary Magdalen in Taunton, with the chapel belonging to the 
ſame, was valued at ninety marks, the vicarage at nine marks. It was appropriated to 
the priory, and in 1308, the following ordination reſpecting the vicarage was made by 


Archer. * Willis's Hiſt. of Abbies, ii. 200. pat. 36 Hen. VIII. p. 21. . 
See Vol. ü. p. 403. Dugd. Bar. ii.'242. Vel. Collectan. iv. 153- _ It is mentioned before 1269. 


r Tanner's Notitia Monaſlica. © Ibid, » Taxat. Spiritual, * 
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Walter Haſelſhaw biſhop of Bath and Wells, viz. © That Maſter Simon de Lym, as 
incumbent of and duly inſtituted in the vicarage of St. Mary Magdalen in the town of 
T e ſhould receive every week throughout the year twenty-one canonical loaves, 

and forty- two conventual flagons of ale, and ſeven loaves of bolted bread of the ſame 
weight as the canonical loaves, and twenty-eight loaves of fine wheat flour, and ſeven 
flagons of beſt ale. That he ſhould receive every year from the prior and convent fif- 
teen marks of ſilver, and ſix cart-loads of hay, and ſeven buſhels of oats every week for 
his horſe, and two ſhillings for ſhoeing his horſe yearly; that he ſhould have all legacies 
left to him in the ſaid pariſh, and ſuch tithes and curtilages as his predeceſſors uſually 
had, with the following duty, viz. that he ſhould ſerve, with proper aſſiſtants, the chapel 
of the bleſſed Mary Magdalen of Taunton, and the chapels of Trendle, the Caſtle, and 
St. George's Well, in ſacraments and other ſacred offices at his own expence, with this 
addition, that he ſhould find a reſident miniſter to officiate always at Trendle. For the 
relief of the ſaid vicar and his ſucceſſors (to whom the care of the ſouls of the whole 
pariſh was committed by the ordinary) the prior and convent were to find a ſecular 
reſident prieſt for the chapels of Stoke and Ri/ton, another for Staplegrove and St. James, 
and a third for Hull-Epiſcopi, at their own expence. It was further ordained, that the 
ſaid vicar and all his aſſiſtants ſerving the faid chapels ſhould make an oath of truſt to 
the ſaid prior their rector, at their admiſſion, that they would without any defalcation 
or reſerve reſtore and refund all and fingular the obventions received in the aforeſaid 
places. That for the augmentation of the ſaid vicarage two quarters of wheat ſhould 
be delivered out of the priory grange or granary to the faid vicar on the feaſt of our 
Lord's Nativity. The prior and convent to fuſtain ordinary and their proportion of 


extraordinary burdens, and find books, WRT and other neceſſaries, for the ſaid 
chapels at their own expence,”” 


The living is in the patronage of Henry William Portman, eſg. The preſent in- 
cumbent is the Rev. William Chafin. 


The church ſtands in the eaſt part of the town, and is a large and beautiful Gothick 
ſtructure, having at the weſt end a fine loſty tower of moſt excellent workmanſhip, 
crowned at the top with four ſtately pinnacles, thirty-two feet high: the whole height 
is one hundred and fifty-three feet. In this tower are thirteen windows, and the whole 
ſtructure has an air of elegance and magnificence blended together, which is not perhaps 
| to be equalled in any other building of the kind in this kingdom. 


In this church there are no very ancient monuments nor inſcriptions: between the 
middle aile and the belfry is a flat ſtone, inſcribed, 


« Drate pro ata Jois Tooſe mercatoris Tantonie qui obiit 19 die menſis 
Aprilis, Anno Salutis x 502, cuj? ate propicietur De“. Amen. 

On the ſouth ſide of the church is a mural monument with this inſcription — 
« Here under lyeth buried the body of Richard Huiſh, eſquire, borne in Taunton, 
and aunciently deſcended of the familie of the Huyſhes of Donyford in the countie of 

Somerſet. He founded the hoſpital in Mawdelyn-lane in Taunton for thirteen poor 
men, begunne by himſelf in his life-tyme, and finiſhed by his executors after his death; 


Excerpt, e Regiſt. Wellen. 
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and for the reliefe of the ſaid poore men, he gave by his laſt will one hundred and three 
pounds by the yeare for ever, yſſuing out of certain howſes and tenements in the Black 
Fryars, London. And alſo by his ſayd will he gave one hundred pounds a yeare for 
ever owt of the ſayd tenements for the maintainance of fyve ſchollars of his name of 
Huyſh and kindred at one or both of the Univerſitys of Oxford or Cambridge; and 


| dyed in the true fayth of Chriſt Jeſus, the 23d day of Feb. Ano Dom. 1615.” 


Againſt the north wall of the church there is a handſome monument erected to 
another benefactor to this town, Robert Gray, eſq; whoſe effigy thereon repreſents him 


in his ſheriff's robes; 


1 Taunton bore him, London bred him; 
Piety train'd him, virtue led him; 

Earth enrich'd him, heaven careſt him; 
Taunton bleſt him, London bleſt him. 
This thankful town, that mindful city, 
Share his piety, and his pity. 

What he gave, and how he gave it, 
Aſk the poor, and you ſhall have it. 
Gentle reader, Heaven may ſtrike - 

Thy tender heart to do the like. 

And now thy eyes have read this ſtory, 
Give him the praiſe, and Heaven the glory. 


He died in the year 1635, aged 65. 


He was the founder of the alms-houſe at Eaſt-Gate, for poor people of either ſex, who 
have a comfortable allowance and clothing, and for its ſupport the ſum of two thouſand 


| pounds was in the year 1640 confirmed by a decree of chancery to truſtees for ever. 


Near it was another alms-houſe, founded by Lady Grace Portman, which was burnt 


down in the civil wars by Lord Goring's forces, but afterwards rebuilt by Mr. Pope 
in the year 1648. 


In the church of St. Mary Magdalen were founded in ancient times divers chantries 
and religious ſervices, whereof the following are the names: 


1. The fraternity of the Holy-Croſs, to which Robert Bathe and Tiffania his wife 
gave four meſſuages in Taunton 21 Ric. II.. William Trowbridge was the laſt in- 
cumbent of this fraternity, and had in 1553 a penſion of 41. 


2. St. Andrew's chantry. Henry Bull the laſt, incumbent thereof had a penſion of 51. 
3. Holy Trinity chantry. Ralph Wylkyns 51. | 
4. St. Ethelred's chantry. William Callowe 51. 
5. St. Michael's chantry. John Seyman 41. 16s. 
6. Virgin Mary's chantry. John Pytte 41. ; 
7. Twing's chantry. Alexander Maggott 31. 148. 4d.” 


> Eſc. 5 Hen, VI. H. of Abbies, fi. 203. 
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Near this church Mrs. Dorothy Henley founded an alms-houſe for eighteen poor 


people, who were to receive each Ann per week out of lands in Hull- 
Biſhops, and Aſh-Priors. 


The living of St. James in Taunton is a curacy, and both it and the former are 


comprehended within the deanery of i its name, The Rev. Lawrence Head Luxton is 
the preſent incumbent, 


The church is a neat plain and ancient ſtructure, and has a ring of five bells. It is 
ſuppoſed to have been erected in the thirteenth century. 


Taunton has denominated an archdeaconry in the cathedral of Wells ever ſince the 
year 1106, when Robert was the firſt archdeacon. The preſent archdeacon of Taunton 
is the Rev. John Turner, A. M. and canon reſidentiary of Wells cathedral. 


In 1535 Taunton was made the ſee of a ſuffragan biſhop, and William Finche, laſt 
prior of Bromere in Hampſhire, was ſuffragan biſhop of Taunton in 1538. After the 
diſſolution of his monaſtery he had a penſion of 181. per annum, which he enjoyed 
A. D. 1553. | 


This town has yielded birth and name to divers reſpectable and diſtinguiſhed perſons. 
Gefferey de Tantone was a monk of Wincheſter 1170. 

William de Tanton was prior of Wincheſter 1249. 

Gilbert de Tanton was almoner of Glaſtonbury-abbey 1274. 

Walter de Tanton was abbot of Glaſtonbury i in 1322, 


Samuel Daniel the poet, of whom we have given a brief account in the pariſh of 
Beckington, the plac of his ſepulture, was born here in 1562. 


In 1683 this place gave birth. to Henry Grove, a learned diſenting miniſter, de- 
ſcended from the Groves of Wiltſhire, and the Rowes of Devonſhire. He received 
the early part of his education at the academy of the Rev. Mr. Warren in Taunton, 
in which he afterwards ſucceeded him, and acquitted himſelf in that employ with ample 
reputation. Beſides ſeveral papers in the eighth volume of the Spectator, he publiſhed 
many diſtin works, chiefly on divine ſubjects, in which his piety and learning appear 
equally conſpicuous. He died Feb. 27, 1737-8. 


In the year 1522 a free-ſchool was founded in this town by Richard Fox biſhop of 
Wincheſter, of which ſchool the learned John Bond, A. M. was elected maſter in 1579. 
He was educated at Wincheſter, and in 1569 was entered a ſtudent at New-College 
in Oxford, where he was highly eſteemed for his claſſical learning. He continued in 
the maſterſhip of Taunton-ſchool many years, and thence ſent into the world many 
eminent ſcholars. At length he turned his thoughts to the ſtudy of phyſick, which, 
after relinquiſhing his former employment, he practiſed with much reputation. He 


died Aug. 3, 1612, and was buried in the chancel of the church of St. Mary Magdalen, 
with the following inſcription on his grave- ſtone: 


* Willis's Hiſt. of Abbies, ii. 204. o See vol, ii. p. 201. 
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00 Qui medicus doctus, prudentis nomine clarus, 
Eloquii ſplendor, Pieridumque decus, 
Virtutis cultor, pietatis vixit amicus; 
Hoc jacet in tumulo, ſpiritus alta tenet.” 
He wrote ſame uſeful commentaries on Horace and Perſius. 
In 1591, Simon Saunders, gent. gave 100l. with which was purchaſed an annuity of 
221, towards clothing the induſtrious poor of the town of Taunton for ever. 


- Thomas Trowbridge, mech. gave _ to the amount FE 11], per annum 
to the poor for ever, 1614. 


. | Sir George Farwell gave 11. 48. per annum, 14 
| | | Robert Moggridge, clothier, gave 51. per annum, 1645. 
| Mr. Clarke gave 100l.— Mr. Warman 50l.— Mr. Grabham 10ol. 


Mr. George Hooper, two acres and a half of meadow land lying at Pyrland; Mrs. 
Florence Stone, 20l.; and Mrs. Jane King 21. per annum, to the poor for ever, about 
the middle of the 17th century. 


William Gill, merchant, gave Stringlands ta the poor for ever, 1672. 
Mr. John Meredith gave 4ool. 1677. 
Archibald Thompſon, eſq; gave 10s. per annum, 1693. 
: | Sir Hugh Parker gave 51. per annum, 1694. 
; Mr. Samuel Reynolds gave half the profits. of a meadow at Holway; Mr. Philip 


Gadd 21. 108. per annum; and Mrs. Margaret Corniſh, a meadow to the poor for ever, 
about the year 1700, 


The foundation of a county-hoſpital was laid here Sept. 29, 1772. 
Of the other pariſhes in this hundred we ſhall treat in alphabetical order, 


ANSGERS. 


* 
— 8 
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LEIGH-MILITIS, or KNIGHTS-LEIGH. 


HIS pariſh is pleaſantly ſituated in the fouthern part of the hundred under the 
ridge of Blackdown, fix miles ſouth from Taunton, and five ſoutheaſt from 
Wellington. Its lands are almoſt equally divided between dairy and arable. The 
country abounds with brown, red, and yellow flints, and ſome black jaſper, but there 
are few foſſils. The whole pariſh is rated at about 450l. per annum, and contains 
twelve houſes, eight of which are farms, the reſt cottages. 


This manor, originally written Lega and Lege, was given by William the Conqueror 
to Walchelin biſhop of Wincheſter, of whom it was held by one Alward a Saxon.“ 
It obtained the name of Anger's-Leigh from a family who poſſeſſed it. 18 Edw. II. 

John Anger was lord of this manor, and preſented to the living, as did alſo Maud, 
widow of the ſaid John Anger, in the year 1360. Both the manor and advowſon con- 
tinued in the ſame name tlll the year 1427, when Richard Chedder, eſq; became poſ- 
ſeſſed thereof, and gave the ſame to Robert Chedder, eſq; from whom it deſcended to 

. his ſon Thomas Chedder, eſq; whoſe daughter and coheireſs Iſabel carried it in mar- 1 

riage to Sir John Newton, knt. Richard Newton, ſon of Sir John, left two daughters f 
his coheirs, of whom Iſabel was married to Sir Giles Capel, knt. who in her right poſ- | 
ſeſſed the manor and advowſon of the church, and from him it deſcended to Sir Henry 
and Sir Arthur Capel, knts. and continued in that family till about the year 1670, when 
it became the property of the family of Proctor, and is now the inheritance of Henry 
Proctor Gale, eſq. | 


The living of Angers-Leigh is a rectory in the deanery of Taunton, and in the gift 
of Henry Proctor Gale, eſq. The Rev. Thomas Wyndham Goodwyn is the preſent 
incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Michael, and is a ſmall building, ſixty- five feet long | ; \ 
and ſeventeen wide, with a tower at the weſt end, containing four bells. f 


In the church-yard is a fine old yew-tree, the trunk of which at a foot from the | 


ground, divides into four other large trunks, which at ten feet height ſubdivide them- 4 
ſelves into a great number of branches. 9 


* Lib. Domeſday,  * Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. 
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S on high ground, under the weſtern ridge of Quantock-Hills, which par- 
ticularly in this part wave into fine ſwells and hollows, clothed with purple erica, 
and patched with fine woods on their ſlopes, and in their receſſes. It commands a fine 
and extenſive proſpect over the vale of Taunton to the ſouth and weſt, the view being 
bounded by Blackdown and Brendon-Hill, 8ÞﬀRÞ@__ 


This manor was alſo held under the Biſhop of Wincheſter, ſubje& to divers cuſtoms 
and ſervices,* by William de Mohun. 


« William himſelf holds Bacezzrce. Leuric held it in the * of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for three hides. The arable is ten carucates. In demeſne are three caru- 
te cates, and ſeven ſervants. and twenty-one villanes, and two cottagers, with four 
ce ploughs. There are eleven acres of meadow, and two hundred acres of paſture, and 
ce ten acres of wood. It was and is worth one hundred ſhillings.”” 


It was for the moſt part in future time held of the caſtle of Dunſter, and the ſervice 
due for it was one knight's fee. 14 Edw. I. Maurice de Membury held one knight's 
fee in Bagborough, ſine medio, of Sir John de Mohun lord of Dunſter.* 16 Henry VI. 

we find a deed of releaſe from William Taverner to Sir Thomas Brooke, knt. and his 
| heirs, of the manor and advowſon of the church of Weſt-Bagborough, and the manors 
of Luſton, Brooke-Ivelcheſter, and other lands in the county of Somerſet. By an 
inquiſition taken 3o Sept. 21 Henry VIII. it appears that William Tanfield, eſq; died 
ſeized of the manor of Weſt-Bagborough, which he held of Andrew Luttrell, eſq; by 
the rent of two ſhillings for all ſervices; the manor of Fydeok held of the biſhop of 
Wincheſter ; the manor of Oldbury of the priory of Taunton; and the manor of Dur- 
borough-Quantock of Sir William Say, knt. leaving Francis his ſon and heir of the 
age of ſeventeen years. 1 Jac. Sir John Stawel, knt. died ſeized of this manor, and 
it is now the property of his repreſentative Henry lord Stawel. 


Faſtward from the village is Eaft-Bagborough, which in the Conqueror's time was 
the land of Ralph Paganel: 


cc The ſame Ralph holds of Ralph, Baczuzhon. In the time of King Edward it 
te gelded for one hide. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne is half a carucate, 
ce and three ſervants, and five villanes, and five cottagers, with two ploughs and a half. 
& There are three acres of meadow, and fixty acres of paſture, It was always worth 
4c fifty ſhillings.” 
The deſcendants of this Ralph Paganel, the Gaunts and Luttrells, were lords para- 
mount of this manor, which was held by knight's ſervice of the manor of Eaſt-Quan- 
tockſnead. 21 Henry VI. William Godwyn, of Godwyn's-Boure, held it of Sir 
Philip Courtney, knt. as of that manor,* and from that family it came to the Brents 


* Secthe Domeſday account of Taunton, Lib. Domeſday. © Lib. Feod. Rot. Claus, 16 Hen. VI. 
* Inq. capt. apud Brygwater. * Lib. Domeſday. * Eſc, ; 


of 
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of Coſington but is now the poſſeſſion of Thomas Slocomb, eſq; who has a ſeat here 
called Tirbill; with a park, aſcending almoſt to the top of Quantock-Hill. 


There are three other * of the names of T e STOCKHAM, and 
WISsTwoob. 


The living of Weſt-Bagborough, the patronage whereof has — been appen- 
dant to the manor, is a rectory in the deanery of Taunton. The Rev. George Norman 
is the preſent incumbent. In 1292 this benefice was valued at ten marks." 


The church, which is dedicated to the Holy Trinity, is ſmall but neat, and conſiſts of 
a ſingle aile and chancel, and an embattled tower at the weſt end, in which are five bells. 


On the ſouth ſide of the church is a mural monument of white marble, inſcribed, — 
« Underneath is buried Thomas Popham, eſq; deſcended from the ancient family of 
Huntworth, being eldeſt ſon of Alexander Popham, of Wellington, eſq; by Mary 
Gatchel, of Clavilſhay. He married Sarah, eldeſt daughter and coheireſs of John 
Andrews, of Axbridge, eſq; who alſo is here interred. By her he had iſſue Alexander 
his heir; Thomas, who died young; Charles, who was unfortunately caſt away with 
Governor Vanſittart in the Aurora frigate, ſailing to the Indies; and Lztitia, married 
to James Sparrow, of Bourton, eſq. Alexander his ſon married Frances, daughter of 
the Rev. Mr. Sanford, of Walford, by Catherine daughter of Sir John Chicheſter, bart. 
who, alas! died March 18, 1773, in child-bed (of a fon, who ſurvived her but a few 
days) aged 21 years.” Arms, Argent, on a chief gules two bucks” heads caboſſed or. 


Mr. Popham has a good ſeat near the church, 
> Taxat, Spiritual. 


, 
Or the Bzoap-Forp, from the Saxon Bpad, latus, and Fond, vadum, 


IES upon the river Tone (over which there is a ſtone bridge of two arches near 
the church, and another in the hamlet of Hele) betwixt the towns of Wellington 
and Taunton. The ſituation is low and woody. - 


This was another member of the biſhop of Wincheſter's manor of Taunton, and 
was in the time of King Edward the Confeſſor held therefrom by Eduin, a Saxon, But 


after tie Conqueſt it was given to the Earl of Morton, and held under him by 
Alured the King's butler. 


ce Alured holds of the Earl, Bxapzrorp. Eduin held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for five hides. The arable is eight carucates. In demeſne are two 
« carucates, and five ſervants, and nineteen villanes, and even cottagers, with fix. 


Iiz „ ploughs. 
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ce ploughs. There is a mill of ten ſhillings rent, and thirty acres of meadow, and ten 
« acres of paſture, and ſeyenty-two acres of wood, It was worth eight pounds, now 
« eleven pounds.“ 


13 Joh. this manor was held by John de Montacute; but afterwards came into the 
family of Meriet of Combe-Flory, and from them to the Warres of Heſtercombe.* 
21 Edw. III. Sir Thomas de Camoys, knt. releaſed to Simon de Meriet and his heirs, 
all his right in the manor of Bradford juxta Taunton, and in all its members, in Hele 
and elſewhere, and the advowſon of the church of the ſame manor.“ 


31 Eliz. the manor of Bradford, with its appertenances, and ſeven meſſuages, two 

cottages, ten gardens, four hundred acres of arable land, fifty of meadow, one hundred 
of paſture, ten of wood, forty of gorſe and heath, and nineteen ſhillings and eight-pence 
rent, with appertenances in Bradford aforeſaid, and alſo the rectory and the advowſon 
of the vicarage of the church of Bradford, were held by John Parker of the crown by 
the ſervice of the twentieth part of a knight's fee.” 


The manerial property of this pariſh is now veſted in the repreſentatives of theſe 
families, and in Edward Clarke, ela; and William Doble Burridge, of Stoke St. 
Mary, eſq. 


The hamlet of HLR is a mile and a half diſtant from the church. Near Buckland 
is another hamlet called SToroxD. 


The prior of Montacute had a ſmall eſtate in this pariſh, 


The church of Bradford, valued in 1292 at twenty marks, was appropriated in the 
year 1387 to the priory and convent of St. Nicholas at Barlinch;* after the diſſolution 
of which priory, King Henry VIII. in the 3 Sth year of his reign granted the rectory to 
Richard Parker, who 38 Henry VIII. ſold it to John Parker and his heirs,' in whoſe 
deſcendant John Parker, eſq; the patronage is now veſted. The living is vicarial in 
the deanery of Taunton; the Rev. John Burrow is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Giles, It is compoſed of a nave, chancel, and two 
ſide ailes, with an embattled tower ſixty feet high, containing a clock and five bells. 


In this church was a chantry ; John Huſſey the laſt incumbent had a penſion of 51.* 


In the time of Henry III. William de Forde was lord of Foxpz within the pariſh of 
Bradford, and by his deed wirhout date granted to Roger de Vernay all his lands, meſ- 


ſuages, curtilages, and gardens, with all enen in Ford, to hold to him his heirs, 
and aſſigns, for ever. 


* Lib, Domes. Rot. Pip, 13 Joh. - *Eſe, Kot. Claus. 21 Ed. II. 
* Eſc, 31 Eliz. Taxat. Spiritual. * Archer, > Pat. 35 Hen. VIII. * ä 
Licence to alienate. * Hiſt, of Abbies, ii. 201. ! MS. Palmer. 
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$ ſituated two miles north from Taunton, at the foot of the ſoutheaſt corner of the 
Quantock hills, 


| The Norman ſurvey calls this diſtrict by the names of Ubcedene, or Upper-Cheddon, 
n Succedene, or Lower-Cheddon; and adds thereto Maidenobroche, or the hamlet of 
MarDeEnBROOK, lying betwixt the village of Cheddon and the town of Taunton. All 
which places did ſuit and ſervice to the Biſhop's court at Taunton, and were ſubject to 
thoſe cuſtoms which are mentioned in that old record; but there is no particular ſurvey 
taken of either. It is probable that the Norman names of Ubcedene and Succedene 
ſunk into the ſimple one of Cedene very ſoon after the Conqueſt, when the manor came 
into the poſſeſſion of the * Fitapaine, by whoſe ſurname it is to this day 
diſtinguiſhed, : 

The firſt that aſſumed this name was Robert the ſon of Pain Fitz-John, dender of 
Euſtace Fitz- John, nephew and heir of Serlo de Burgh, founder of Knareſborough- 
caſtle in the county of Vork.“ This Robert, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35 Henry II. was 
ſheriff of the counties of Dorſet and Somerſet, and was lord et of Oukſey 
in the county of Wilts, 


To him ſucceeded Roger Fitz-Pain, who married Maraier' one of the ſiſters and 
coheirs of Alured de Lincoln, by whom he had iſſue Robert his ſon and heir, who 
had livery of all his eſtates, lying | in the counties of Mehr, Somerſet, and Dorſet, 
30 Henry III. 


This Robert Fitz-Pain was a military perſon, 1 in ſeveral * in che 
reigns of Henry III. and Edw. I. and at his death 9 Edw. I. he is certified to have 
held his lands in this county, by the moiety of a barony, for which he e to the 
King one knight's ſervice in his army.” 


Robert his ſon and heir was twenty-ſeven years old _ his ge died. * 25 
Edw. I. was ſummoned to parliament among the barons. 31 Edw. I. he was in the 
Scottiſh wars, and 33 Edw. I. was governor of Corfe-caftle in Dorfetſhire. The year 
following he was knighted with Prince Edward, whom he attended into Scotland. 
1 Edw. II. he was made governor of Wincheſter-caſtle, and, 2 Edw. II. being then 
ſteward of the King's houſhold, was diſpatched with Otto de Grandiſon in an impor- 


tant embaſſy to the Pope. He died 9 — II. e by Hahet his vie Robert 
his ſon and heir. | 


Which Robert 10 and 12 Edw. II. was in oh? wars in Scotland, and by Edw. nu. 
whom he attended into France, was created a knight baneret. He died 28 Edw, III. 
ſeized of the manor and advowſon of the church of Cheddon, and other manors an 


churches, leaving iſſue an only daughter and heir Iſabel, WhO Was married © to Richard 
lord d Fojaings, of Poynings in the — of Sullex. 


* Dugd, Bar. i. go. ii. 572. e 
. Robert, 
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Robert, ſon of this Richard lord Poynings, by the ſaid Iſabel his wife, was ſummoned 
to parliament from 5 Henry IV. to 24 Henry VI. and the next year was ſlain at the 
ſiege of Orleans, being then ſeized of the manors of Cheddon, Staple, Radway, Stoke- 
Courcy, Cary, Charlton, Wick, Speckington, and the hundred of Cannington.* 


Richard his eldeſt ſon died in his father's life-time, A. D. 1387, but left iſſue by 
Eleanor daughter of Sir John Berkley, of Beverſton, knt. a daughter Eleanor, ſole 
heireſs to the family, who became the wife of Sir Henry Percy, afterwards the third 
Earl of Northumberland. Which Sir Henry Percy by this marriage came into the 
poſſeſſion of the manor of Cheddon-Fitzpain, and in his family it continued till the 
time of James I. when it was fold to Thomas Moore, eſq; ſon of Francis, and grandſon 
of Thomas Moore, eſq; of the priory in Taunton, to whoſe memory a large tomb, 
ornamented with many coats of arms belonging to his family, is erected in the chancel 
of the church of St. Mary Magdalen in that town. He died in 1576. The faid 
Thomas Moore, grandſon of the laſt-mentioned, who purchaſed this manor, married 
Rachel, daughter of Sir John Wyndham, of Orchard-Wyndham in this county, knt. 
by whom he had iſſue Thomas Moore his ſon and heir, who married Elizabeth, eldeſt 
daughter of Sir John Bampfylde, of Poltimore in the county of Devon, bart. and at 
his death in 1695, left four daughters his coheirs, of whom Gertrude the third daughter, 
marrying Anthony Methuen, eſq; brought to him this manor, and that of Withey in 
this county, in the diviſion of Mr. Moore's eſtates. At his death in 1717, their only 
ſon Thomas Methuen, efq;- ſucceeded to this manor; he married Anne daughter of 
Iſaac Selfe, of Beanacre in the county of Wilts, eſq; by Penelope his wife, daughter of 
Charles lord Lucas, by whom he had iſſue an only ſon, Paul Methuen, of Corſham in 
the county of Wilts, eſq; who by Chriſtian his wife, daughter of Sir George Cobb, of 
Adderbury in the county of Oxford, bart. had iſſue an only ſon Paul Cobb Methuen, 
eſq; the preſent proprietor of this manor, which his father ſettled on him on his mar- 
riage in 1776 with Matilda daughter of Sir Thomas Gooch, of Benacre-hall in the 
county of Suffolk, bart. 


13 Ric. II. lands in Maidenbrook belonged to the hoſpital of St. Joke) in Bridg water.“ 


The living of Cheddon is a rectory in the deanery of Taunton. The preſent incum- 
bent i is the Rev. Nathaniel Alſop Bliſſe. It was rated in 1292 at ten marks. 


The church is ſeventy feet long, and thirty * and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, 
K ee r and tower containing five bells. 


On the north wall are theſe Loo: 


« Immanuel Drake, late of Pitminſter, gent. gave unto this pariſh the ſum of fifty 
pounds to be beſtowed in lands of inheritance, ſo as to bring in the full rent of fifty 
ſhillings the year to be diſtributed every Chriſtmas-day by the miniſter and church- 
wardens for the time being to five honeſt laborious perſons of this pariſh, not receiving 
conſtant collection, at 108. each perſon, The money thus given was laid out in houſe 
and land lying on the left hand of Broomfield road, oppoſite to Vollis- farm,” « 


© Eſc, | OE Haus e | * Taxat, Spiritual. 23 
+ "We « Jy 
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In perpetuam viri et rei memoriam. Roger Drake, of the city of London, eſq; 
gave to this pariſh, the place of his birth, one hundred pounds, to purchaſe a parcel of 
land of inheritance of the clear yearly value of five pounds, to be diſtributed yearly by 
the parſon and churchwardens of this pariſh, and their ſucceſſors, unto fix inhabitants of 
this pariſh, poor labourers and induſtrious men, or widows; viz. to each of them 
168. 8d. at the feaſt of the Nativity of our bleſſed Saviour. The money was employed 
according to the donor's will; and the land purchaſed belongs to the corner houſe at the 
eaſt end of this church-yard. Vade Viator, et fac — Anno Domini 167 * 


— — — 
C MB E- F L OR I 


AKES its original name from its ſituation, which is in a rich vale well wooded and 

watered, about ſeven miles nearly weſt from Taunton. A little eaſtward from the 
church, on a ſwelling knoll, ſtands the ſeat of John Fraunceis Gwyn, eſq; adorned with 
fine plantations. From an oppoſite hill, whereon ſtands an old building, now uſed for a 
ſummer-houſe, the proſpect is very pleaſing. At a ſmall diſtance, on a level with the 
eye, is the houſe, with a deep vale lying between, in which are the offices, the church, 
and the village. Over the houſe, and along the ſouthern ſlope of Quantock-hills, 
interſperſed with fine ſwells and hollows, villages, woods, and gentlemen's ſeats, the 


view extends near fifteen miles in length, and 1 is terminated by me channel and the 
Welch mountains. 


There is alſo a very neat houſe in a pleaſant vale, with good gardens, the reſidence 
of the Rev. Mr. Webber. 


Combe was of the number of thoſe manors which were held of the biſhoprick of Win- 
cheſter. Its moſt ancient poſſeſſors were the family of Cumbe, or de Cumbe, who held 
their lands in theſe parts by the ſervice of three knights' fees. In the time of Henry I. 
lived Baldwin de Cumbe, and held this manor of the Biſhop of Wincheſter, in which 
he was ſucceeded by Hugh de Fluri, or Flory, and after him came Ranulf de Fluri, 
from whom the manor derived its adherent denomination. From this family of Flory, 
it very ſhortly came to that of Meriet, of whom ſome notice has already been taken 
in the account of Merriot in the hundred of Crewkerne, and Aſpton-Meriet in that of 
Hareclive and Bedminſter. 13 Edw. II. John de Meriet obtained of that King a 
charter of free-warren in all his demeſne lands in the manor of Combe-Flory.* . Walter 
de Meriet, a defcendant of this John, was a benefactor to the Carmelite friars in 
Taunton, and appropriated at one time nineteen acres of meadow land, and at another 
nine acres called Cock/mede, lying in Taunton, to the uſe of their houſe for ever. This 


Walter de Meriet died 19 Edw. III. without iſſue, and Simon ſon of J ohn de Meriet, 
his brother, became his next heir. 


« Lib, Feod, > Lib. Nig. Scac« Suthamteſcire, i. 69. 
© See Vol. ii. p. 169, 297. See alſo Heſtercombe in this hundred, « Cart. 13 Ed. III. n. 35. 
* Inq. ad quod Damn, 15 et 17 Ed. III. ' Eſc. 


After 
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After ſome other deſcents in this family, the manor of Combe-Flory came by the 
marriage of a co-heireſs to the family of F raunceis, an ancient houſe deſcended from 
the Fraunceis of Bolham in the county of Devon; in whoſe poſterity it has ever ſince 
remained, being now the poſſeſſion of John Fraunceis Gwyn, eſq. 


Between this village and Biſhop's-Lydiard is a manor called EasT-Comx, to diſtin- 
guiſh it from the former, and is the property of John Somerville, eſq. 


Here is alſo an ancient manor called Y ard, but anciently Zerde, which belonged to 
the Hills of Spaxton, and was held by them under the family of Stawel of Cothelſtone.* 


An eſtate in Combe-Flory, valued in 1293 at ten ſhillings, belonged to the abbey 
of Athelney." 


The prior and convent of Taunton were patrons of the church of Combe-Flory, 
which in 1292 was rated at fix marks and twenty-pence. It is a rectory in the deanery 
of Taunton, and in the gift of the crown. The Rev. David Webber | is the preſent 
incumbent. | | 


The church, which, according to | Eaton, i is dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, is a 

. neat Gothick edifice, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, and north aile; at the weſt end is a 
good tower with five bells, The aile belongs to the lord of the manor, and is very 
neat. At the weſt end on a tomb raiſed a little above the floor lie the effigies in ſtone 
of a man and two females; the man is croſs-legged, in a coat of mail, with his ſhield on 
his left arm, and his military belt and ſword. This was the burial-place of the Meriets. 


In the chancel is a mural monument of white and Sienna marble, inſcribed, 
« Sacred to the memory of Alexander Malet, M. A. rector of this pariſh, and of 
Maiden-Newton, in the county of Dorſet; and a prebendary in the church of Glou- 
ceſter ; whoſe exemplary virtues added dignity to his profeſſion, and luſtre to the ancient 
family* from which he was deſcended. He was a kind huſband, an affectionate parent, 
and a cordial friend. To his ſurviving acquaintance his death is an irreparable loſs; 
to himſelf it is the commencement of an endleſs felicity. He died Sept. 19, 1775, 
aged 71.“ Arms, Azure, three eſcallops or, Malet; . argent, on a bend * 
three annulets or, St. Lo. 

Walter de Meriet, lord of this manor, founded a chantry in a chapel dedicated to 
the bleſſed Virgin Mary, near the church, to which John Still prieſt was preſented 
20 Edw. III. by Simon de Meriet. Robert Spyce was the laſt incumbent of this chantry, 
and had a penſion of 3l. 48. 4d.” 


* Eſc, > Taxat. Temporal. | Taxat. Spiritual. See vol. i. p. 90. 
Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. n Willis's Hiſt, of Abbies, ii. 202. 
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TS a pariſh four miles ſouth from Taunton, ſituated in a woody flat under the north 
ridge of Blackdown, and watered by a ſmall ſtream riſing in the neighbouring 
pariſh of Otterford. Half the lands in this pariſh are arable, the crops moſtly wheat 


and barley, and ſome flax. A conſiderable quantity of common land lies on — 
down-Hull. 


Corfe, being part of the fifty-four hides of — is not n mentioned in 


the Norman ſurvey. It has always been parcel of that manor, and is conſequently 
regulated by the ſame cuſtoms. 


It has generally been reckoned a chapelry to St. Mary Magdalen; ; the living K 
appropriated to the priory of Taunton, is a curacy in the deanery of Taunton, under 
the appointment of Goodenough Earle, of Barton in the pariſh of Pitminſter, eſq. 


34 Henry VIII. the rectory and advowſon of Corfe were granted to Humphrey Colles. 


The church ſtands ſurrounded with high trees, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and 
ſmall aile on the ſouth fide, with a plain tower at the weſt end containing four bells. 
This church is ſixty- four feet long, and thirteen feet wide. 


The font is very ancient. The UN," in this pariſh are e annually on an average 
ten; the burials ſeven. 


In the church-yard is a tomb with an inſcription to the memory of Anna Catharina, 
daughter of Samuel and Sarah Brown, who died March 2, 1760, in the 8th year of 
her age, 

ce See from the earth the fragrant lilly riſe, 

It ſprings, it flouriſhes, it fades, it dies; 

So this fair flower ſcarce bloſſom'd for a day; 
Sweet was the bloom, and ſpeedy the decay.” 


COTHELS TON E. 


tis pariſh, which is ſituated on the ſouthern nope of the Quantock-Hills, at the 
diſtance of ſeven miles northweſt from: Taunton, has been ever ſince the Con- 
queſt the poſſeſſion of the family of Stawel, who derived their name from Stawel near 
Moorlinch in the hundred of Whitleigh. The firſt perſon of this name was Sir Adam 
de Stawel, who was living in the time of William the Conqueror, and had a fon named 
Henry de Stawel, who was father of Sir Pagan de Stawel, and grandfather of another 


- Sir Pagan, both knights in the time of King John and Henry 111, 
Vol. III. K k To 
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To the laſt-mentioned Sir Pagan ſucceeded Sir Leonard de Stawel, who was among 
the parliamentary barons in the time of Edw. I. and was father of Sir Henry de Stawel, 


who by the daughter and heir of Sir Matthew Stratton, knt. had iflue an only ſon and 
heir, Sir Nicholas de Stawel, who married Chriſtian daughter of William Ruſſel, by 


whom he had iſſue two ſons, Sir Adam and Sir Geffrey de Stawel, which laſt inherited 
this manor, and left three ſons, Matthew, Rollo, and Nicholas. Matthew de Stawel, 
the eldeſt ſon, had iſſue Sir Geffrey de Stawel, knt. who is ſtiled of Cothelſtone. He 
married Joan daughter and heir of John de Columbers, by whom he had a daughter 
Joan, married to Bardolph de Ceſtreton, and one ſon, Sir Geffrey, who lived in the 
time of Edw. III. and by Julian his wife, ſiſter and heir of Sir William Gaſtelin, knt. 
had ſeveral children, of whom Sir Matthew Stawel, knt. his eldeſt ſon, inherited the 
manor of Cothelſtone, and his other eſtates in this county, and in Wilts and Glouceſter. 
He married Eleanor, one of the daughters and coheirs of Sir Richard Merton, of 


| Merton in the county of Devon, knt. by whom he had iſſue Sir Thomas Stawel, knt. 


Which Sir Thomas married to his firſt wife Joan daughter of Walter Frampton, of 


the county of Dorſet; ſecondly, Margaret daughter of Henry Burton; and thirdly, Jane, 


daughter of Lord Berkeley; and dying 16 Henry VI. was buried in the ſouth tranſept 
of the church of Glaſtonbury-abbey.* In the inquiſition taken after his deceaſe he is 
certified to have holden the manor of Cothelſtone, and the advowſon of the church, of 


Henry cardinal of England, as of his manor of Taunton; and the manors of Stony- 


Stratton and Evercreech of the abbot of Glaſtonbury. 


Walter, ſon and heir apparent of Sir Thomas Stawel, died in the life-time of his 
father; and having married Joan, daughter and heir of John Farway, left iſſue Robert 
Stawel, who after the death of his grandfather ſucceeded to the eſtate. 


This Robert married Elizabeth daughter of William Wadham, of Merrifield, eſq; 
fon of Sir John Wadham, the judge, founder of Wadham-college in Oxford, by 


whom he had iſſue el his ſon and heir. The ſaid Robert was buried in Glaſton- 
bury abbey. 


Which Edward married Agnes daughter of John cee of Pinhoe in the county 
of Devon, and by her had iſſue 


Robert Stawel, who ſucceeded him in this eſtate, and married Anne eldeſt daughter 
and coheir of John St. Maur, lord of North-Moulton in Devonſhire. By which Anne 


he had two daughters, Joan, and 1 married to Henry Beaumont; and two ſons, 
John and William. 


John, the eldeſt ſon and heir was twenty-four years of age 2 3 VIII. He 
married Dorothy daughter of Sir Edmund Carew, knt. and was father of 


Richard Stawel, who married Lady Alice Powlett, eldeſt daughter of William firſt 
marquis of Wincheſter, by whom he had two ſons, Sir John, who ſucceeded: dim and 
Thomays who! married Thomaſine daughter of John le Fleyre. 


Vol. ü. 262, | * Eſe, 
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Sir John Stawel, the eldeſt ſon, married Frances daughter 17 1 Sir Thomas Dyer, 
knt. and by her leſt another 


Sir John Stawel, who was one of the knights of the Bath at the cornonation of 
King James I. He married Lady Elizabeth ſecond daughter to George Touchet 
lord Audley, and by her was father of a third. 


Sir John Stawel, knight of the Bath, who had his ee at Queen's- college in 
the univerſity of Oxford. He was one of the moſt eminent perſons in this county for 
eſtate, wiſdom, and prudence; and having ſerved the office of ſheriff, deputy- lieutenant, 
&c, for the ſame, he accumulated great eſteem and intereſt, and was returned knight 
of the ſhire to the parliament convened at Weſtminſter, Nov. 3, 1640. Being a 
perſon zealouſly affected to the cauſe of his Sovereign Charles I. for whom he raiſed 
at his own expence three regiments of horſe, one of dragoons, and another of foot, he 
expoſed himſelf to the malevolence and perſecution of the parliament, who impriſoned 
him in Newgate, ſold his lands, cut down his woods, and demoliſhed his houſe at 
Cothelſtone, which had been the reſidence of his family for many generations. He 
lived however to ſee the Reſtoration, and retiring to his ſeat at Nether-Ham near 
Somerton, there died Feb, 21, 1661-2, and was conveyed with great funeral pomp to 
Cothelſtone, and interred in that pariſh church. He married Elizabeth daughter and 
heir of Sir Edward Hext, and widow. of Sir Joſeph Killigrew, and by her had ſeveral 
ſons, of whom 


Ralph the eldeſt was, in Wali of the eminent loyalty and very exemplary 
ſufferings of his father, created a Peer of this realm by the title of Lord Stawel, baron 
Stawel of Somerton in the county of Somerſet, by letters patent bearing date Jan. 15, 
168 2-3. He marrird to his firſt wife Anne daughter of John Ryves, of Runſton in the 
county of Dorſet, eſq; by whom he had iſſue John lord Stawel, who fucceeded him; 
to his ſecond wife he married Abigail daughter and heir of William Pitt, of Hartley- 
Weſpall in the county of Southampton, eſq; by whom he had iſſue two ſons, William 
and Edward, and four daughters, Elizabeth, Catherine, Lucy, and Diana. He died 
Aug. 5, 1689, and was buried at Low-Ham, ot Nether-Ham, near Somerton aforeſaid. 


John his eldeſt ſon ſucceeded him as ſecond Lord Stawel, and married Margaret 
daughter of, James earl of Saliſbury; . but died without iſſue Nov. 30, 1692, and was 
ſucceeded by his brother 


William, the third Lord Stawel, one of the gentlemen of the bedchamber to his 
Royal Highneſs George Prince of Denmark. He matried Elizabeth widow of William 
Forſter, elq; by whom he had William his fon and heir, who died before him in 1740, 
and a daughter Charlotte; and dying Jan. 23, 1741-2, was ſucceeded by his only 
ſurviving brother | 


Edward, fourth Lord Stawel, wu married Mary daughter and heir of Sir Hugh 
Stewkley, bart. by whom he had iſſue a ſon, the Hon. Stewkley Stawel, who died 


© The manors which this Sir John Stawel died ſeine ob were-Carheliione, Cuſhuiſh, Weſt-Bagborough, Stawel, 
| Littleton, Stony-Stratton, Merridge, and Heathcombe. He held alſo the rectory of the church of Halſe, and 
the advowſon of the vicarage ; and a moiety of the manors of Babcary, Pury, Blackford, Wolfton, Prieftly, 
8 and Michaelchurch. Inq. poſt Mort. IP Stawel, mil, capt. ap. Taunton, 17 Aug. 3 Jac. 


Young, 
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young, and a daughter Mary. He died at his ſeat at Aldermaſton in Berkſhire, 


April 13, 1755, without any ſurviving iſſue male, and his —_ 3 to Mary 
his only daughter and heir. 


Which Mary was firſt married to the Right Hon. Henry Bilſon Legge, fourth ſon of 
William firſt Earl of Dartmouth; who, after ſerving his King and country in divers 
honourable capacities, died Aug. 21, 1764. To the ſaid Mary Legge, his late 
Majeſty, in the 34th year of his reign, granted the dignity of a Baroneſs of Great- 
Britain, by the title of Baroneſs Stawel of Somerton, and the dignity of Baron to her 
heirs male by her faid huſband, by whom in 1757 ſhe had iflue the Hon. Henry 
Stawel Legge. Her Ladyſhip's ſecond huſband was the Right Hon. Wills Hill earl 


of Hillſborough, She died July 29, i780, whereypon the title of Baron fs de- 
volved upon her ſon | 


Henry Stawel Bilſon Legge, the aki Lord APY an poſſeſſor bf AY mangr. 
His Lordſhip's arms are, Firſt and fourth, Azure, a buck's head caboſſed bo for 
Legge; ſecond and third, Gules, a croſs lozengy argent, for Stawel. 


Cothelſtone-Park lies on the eaſtern ſide of the pariſh, and the lodge ftill remains, 
ſtanding on a high hill juſtly celebrated for commanding one of the fineſt proſpects in 
this part of the county. On aſcending this eminence, the firſt object that ſtrikes 
the ſight is the fine ſucceſſion of hills and vallies round the lodge, cut into rich in- 
cloſures; the beautiful vale of Taunton to the ſouth, and to the weſt a feries of hills 
riſing in a pictureſque gradatien, . bounded by the foreſt of Exmoor. A great part of 
Dorſetſhire, and part of Wiltſhire, are in view. But to the north, northeaſt, and 
northweſt, the proſpect is very extenſive, commanding all the middle part of the county, 
like a map, from the high lands near Sherborne to the Channel; Mendip bounding the 
view to the eaſt, at about thirty miles diftance. To the north and northweſt appear 
the Channel for near fifty miles in length, the mountains about Brecknock, and the 
greater part of South-Wales. From this delightful ſpot the eye commands fourteen 
gy and with a glaſs in a clear day, one hundred and fifty churches. 


The living of Cothelſtone is a curacy in the deanery of Taunton, and in the gift of 
Lord Stawel. The Rev. James Browne is the preſent incumbent. | 


The church conſiſts of a nave, inci and fouth alle; at the weſt end i is a tower 
with ſix bells. 


The aile is divided from the nave by two arches ſupported by : a large round * 
pillar. Under one of theſe arches is a handſome ſtone tomb erected to the Stawel 
family, whereon lies the.effigy of a knight in armour, and his lady by his ſide. , And at 
the eaſt end of the nave under the north wall are the remains of another ancient tomb, 
with two effigies lying on it, but much more defaced than the former. 


In the chancel are two mural monuments of the ſame ſize and ſtile, having a cornice 
ſupported by two round Corinthian pilaſters of black marble. The firſt is inſcribed, 


“Hie jacet Johannes Stawel, miles de Balneo, filius Johannis Stawel militis, et 
Pater Johannis Stawel militis de Balneo, in hac cancella in oppoſito ſiti, qui obijt 
viceſuno tertio die Januarij, annoque Domini 1603.“ 


On 
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Den be nnexel A. 0 e , 

Hic ade eſt Johannes Save de race i pes, ordinis Batnei mike: 
Uxoremn duxit Elizabetham Edvardi Hext, de Ham in com. Somerſet, equitis au- 
rati, filiam et heredem, e qua fuſcepit filios Johannem, Georgium, Radulphum, patri | 
ſuperſtites ; Edvardum, equitem auratum, Thomam, Ferdinandum, Ricardum, Wil- ä 5 
ltielmum, Robertum; filias autem Luciam et Miriam ſine ptole defunctos. Graſſante ; 
perduellione, magnas equitum peditumque 'copias; ſuis ſumptibus, in auxilium regis 
paravit. Poſt perditam rem familiarem, ædirum tuinam, carceres, aliaſque calamitates, 
exoptatiſſimo Regis Caroli Secundi reditu lætans, diem obiit 21? die Feb. 1661. | 
Anno ztatis 617. Patri rr monumentum poſuit Georges: fins. An _ 
a crofs 2 argent. ot, de Vn . be Mos oils xs N 
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S ſituated five miles weſt; from Taunton,. in the road thence to, Wiveliſcombe. 1 
ſtream riſing on Brendon-Hill divides this pariſh from that of Biſhop' s-Lydiard. 


This manor was given by the Conqueror to William de Mohun, and in his record it 
is thus mentioned: 1 

« Ralph holds of William, HznrzI p. Elwin held it in the time of King Edward, 
te and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is fix carucates. In demeſne is 
te one carucate, and five ſervants, and ſeven villanes, and five cottagers, with one 
te plough. Therd bs a mill of thirty pence rent, and eighteen acres of meadow, and 
ce fifty acres of paſture, and r acres of wood. Kt was worth 2 1 gy, now 

e four pounds. 99 
From its reſpective poſſefſors Ander this J Kally oF Miki, he's manor in | proceſs ok 
time acquired the names of Heathfield-Talbot, Heathfield-Dirr borough; and Heathfild- 
Columbers. 12 Henry II. Talebot de Hathfelde held two knights'; fees of William de 
Mohun.“ To him ſucceeded Gilbert Talebot, and to him Laurence Talebot, which 
laſt 6 Edw. I. held one knight's fee in Hethfelde-Talebot, valued at tos. of John de 
Mohun lord of Dunſter-Caſtle.“ The ſame fee he alſo held 14 Edw. I. In the time 
of Edw. III. the property of We Talbots in this place came to the poſſeſſion of the 
family of Dutboroughz 26 Edw. III. Sir John de Durborough held, at his,deaph-the 
manor of Heathfield of J ohn de Mohun of Dunſter mY mare s ſervice, and was fuc- 


by her had iſſue 7 mea of — who .  withaue, 1 1 Hen. V. 
chis eſtate became the poſſeſſion of his uncle Ralph Durhorough, who by Joan dayghter 


Lib. Domeſday. » Lib, Nig. Scac. i. gz, ib. Feed, fla 100: a 
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of John St. Barb had iſſue two daughters, Alice the wife of Alexander Hadley, and 


Joan the wife of John Courtenai, who died without iſſue. This manor came to 
Alexander Hadley, whoſe ſon John, by Joan the daughter of Richard Stawel, had 
iſſue Richard Hadley his heir, who married Philippa the daughter of Sir Humphrey 
Audley, knt. and by her had one ſon James, who reſided at Withycombe in 1 

county;* which ee together with this of Heathfield, deſcended..to his gran ſon 


Pre 


Margaret, the — of Thomas Lurgell, are of J a F oe Luna elqz, the 
preſent owner. B ) 4 ' 4 

The property which the family of Sudan 5 p in this villas —— t hl 
a knight's fee, which was alſo held under the family of Mohun of Dunſter . 


The prior and brothers of St. John of Jeruſalem, at London, were patrons jy the 
rectory of Heathfield,- which -was -atedat five-marks.....16 Eliz, the advowſon be- 
longed to Gabriel Hawly.* The patronage is now veſted in the Rev. Mr. Eſcott, of 
Hartrow, and the Rev. Thomas Corniſh 1 18 the preſent incumbent. PR 


The church conſiſts of a nave, 'charicel, ſmall ſouth aile, and tower, containing 
two bells 
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n BISHOPS, or BISHOP! HULL, 


Conſiderable ith on the river Tone, adjoining to Taunton weſtward, and. on 
the turnpike-road : to Exeter. It i is 2 into e 9 viz. 7 
{if Ae 901i 21 0 
bes Nie Nie ee ec ROY bh bean! 
2. Frick, or Fydoak, one mile ndrthveaſt Run theehuith:! vin < 
* © RpMWELL, two miles ſouthweſt; 1 in the road to Wellington. 


This manor was, parcel of the fifty-four bides of Taunton, and was held of the vide 
of Wincheſter by the Earl of Morton, and of him by Alpred;... 111 80 


ee Alured holds of the Earl, Here. Eldred Held. it in the ame of King Edad; 
ce and gelded for one hide. Thie arable is three carucates. In demeſne is one caru- 
« cate, and four ſervants, and two villanes, and ſeven K with one plough. 
There is a mill of ten ſhillings rent, and ten acres of meadow, and fifteen) acres of 
. It was worth forty ſhillings, now four pounds. 10 | ii 1501 


ee This land in the time of King Edward c6uld not hea eee Futons, the 
& manor of;Piſhop Walcheline.“ 50 2088 
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The manor with its appertenances Þ ſtill veſted in the biſhoprick of Wincheſter, 


The living is a curacy in the deanery of Taunton, and in the gift of Nathaniel 


Jarman, eſq; by inheritance from the family of Farewell. The Rev. Michacl Dickſon 
is the preſent incumbent. 


The church conſiſts of a nave, chant and north and fouch ailes, covered with tile. 
On the north ſide of the nave is an octangular tower ſixty feet high containing five bells. 


In the north wall of the chancel is a fumptuous tomb of red and white marble, 
upon which under an arch within a receſs lies the effigy of a Doctor of Laws in his 
robes; his head reclining on his right hand, the left hand broken off. Underneath, 
within a ſmaller arch, is the effigy of a man kneeling on a cuſhion, and before him 


three boys kneeling, with large ruffs; and behind him five girls in the ſame attitude, 
with large ruffs alſo. On a tablet above is this inſcription : 


te Parenti ſuo colendiſſimo Georgio Farewel, armigeri, et Irenarchæ; juſtitie et 
pacis publicæ procuratori et conſervatori; ſummo pauperum patrono, religionis ortho- 
doxæ non cultori modo, fed propugnatori: conſtantiſſimo principi denique ſubdito, 
uxori marito, familiaribus amico fideliſſimo; necnon liberis patri amantiſſimo; qui 235 
die Auguſti, anno ætatis ſuæ 72, Dominicæ Incarnationis 16097, ex hac valle miſeri- 
arum ad Creatorem ſuum mira cum alacritate remigravit. Georgius Farewel, eques 
auratus, ejuſque filius natu maximus, hoc monumentum qualecunque ſit, in ſpera 
reſurrectionis, et filialis obſequii ſymbolum, mcerens mœſtusque erigi curavit. 


« Unus eram, dum vivus eram; poſt funera binus: 
Diſſecor in partes, qui prius unus eram. 

Terram terra petit; repetit pars Cæliea cælum; 
Ad proprium tendit pars ita quæque locum. 

Nata cadunt; ſors veſtri etiam verſatur in urna; 
Scala Jacobi ſcandite caſtra Dei.” 


« Scio quod Redemptor meus vivit, et in noviſſimo die ſurrecturus ſum et rurſus 
circundabor pelle mea, et in carne meo videbo Deum.“ Job ix. 25, 26. © Equat 
omnes cinis.” Arms, 1. Sable, a chevron engrailed between three eſcallops argent; 
Farewel. 2. The ſame impaling a ſtag's head caboſſed, e 3. The laſt impa- 
ling, party per feſſe indented or and gules. 


On the ſouth wall is a mural monument, inſcribed In memory of the excel- 
lently accompliſht Sir George Farewell, knt. who died May 14, 1647. Alſo of his 
moſt pious lady, who was the daughter of Sir Edward Seymour, of Berrie-caſtle in 
Pong baronet, by whom he had twenty children, and who died Dee. 13, 1660. 


«A perſon graceful, learn'd, humble, and good, 
Well match'd with beautie, virtue, and high blood, 
Yet after ſufferings great and long, both 2 | 
To mind us where great worth is honour 


Againft the ſame wall is a ſuperb mural monument of black and grey marble, the 
cornice of which is ſupported by two black Corinthian pillars with gilt capitals; on the 


tablet 
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tablet is this inſcription:——< To the pious memory of Mrs. Mary Brune, daughter 
of Sir George Farewel, of Biſhop" s-Hull in the county of Somerſet, knt. relict of 
Charles Brune, of Athelhampſtone in the county of Dorſet, eſq; mother of Mrs. Bridget 
Fowel, her daughter and only child, who, in teſtimony of her inviolable duty, and 
affection to her moſt tender and indulgent parent, hath erected and dedicated this 
marble. She was a perſon of excellent endowments both of body and mind; but thoſe 


could not exempt her from the common fate; for ſhe deres this life the firſt of 
| Agel, anno ætatis ſuæ 80, et Domini 1697. 


“ geneath in duſt ber ien relicks lie ih ohm och g 
_ © Subdued by death, become the victor's prey; © x © 
Her ſoule, the nobler part, doth ſoar on high | hy 
In glorious regions of eternal day.” 


Arms, 1. Farewel. 2. Argent, a chevron /able, on a chief our three mullets of the 
| 2 Fowel; impaling azure a croſs moline or, Brune. 


"Weſtward from Biſhop' s-Hull is the hamlet of Urcorr. 


—  _______©p{l_U||b______ 


NR I LIF AR E N C E. 


OUR miles to the weſt of Taunton, in a low flat country thickly wooded, is 
Hill-Farence, which in the Conqueror's time was held diſtinctly from the manor 
of Taunton by Alured de Iſpania, and of him by Walter. 


ce Walter holds of Alured, Hit.tzs. Alwi held it in the time of King Edward, and 
ce gelded for three hides. The arable is fix carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, 
cc and four ſervants, and eleven villanes, and four bordars, and one cottager, with one 
te plough. There is a mill of thirty-pence rent, and ſeventeen acres of meadow, and 


ce ten acres of paſture, and ſeventeen acres of wood, It was worth three poutds, now 
cc two poun "on 


This manor came ſoon after to the ancient family of Pero: or Nerd from whom 
it obtained the addition to its name, being written Hulle-Ferun, and Hulle-Ferons, of 
which the preſent denomination is a flagrant corruption, Of this family were John, 
Alexander, Michael, and Robert Ferun, which laſt, by his deed without date, granted 
to Symon de Locumbe and his heirs all his land lying in Wileford, with. all its apperte- 
nances, liberties, and free cuſtoms, to hold by the ſervice of paying yearly, to the ſaid 
Robert Ferun and his heirs at the feaſt of Eaſter, a pair of ſpurs, value three-pence, in 
lieu of all ſervices.” From this family the manor deſcended to that of Vernai. In the 
time of Henry III. Lady Cecilia de Vernai, the wife of Philip de Columbers, of Nether- 
Stowey in this county, being ſeized in demeſne of half a knight's fee 1 in Hulle-Ferun, 


b. Domeſday. ' Cart, A. wen Calle, Tho. Paler, de bargen . 


by 
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by her charter bearing date the 4ſt of that reign, granted the ſame to Maud de Vernai 
her daughter, and to the heirs of her body lawfully begotten, reverſionary, in default 
bol ſuch iſſue, to the ſaid Cecilia and her heirs for ever. Soon after which Philip de 
Columbers, ſon and heir of the faid Cecilia, and Philip her huſband, ratified and 
confirmed the grant to the ſaid Maud de Vernai, who ſettled this manor on her eldeſt 
fon William de Vernai, on his marriage with Margaret daughter of Sir Ralph Ruſſel, 
knt,* In which family of Vernai the manor of Hill-Farence continued through divers 
deſcents, till in the time of Queen Elizabeth it paſſed with Fairfield and other lands by 
marriage to the family of Palmer, and from them afterwards came to that of Acland, 
wherein it ſtill remains, being now the property of John Acland, eſq. | 


To the northeaſt of Hill-Farence, is the hamlet of AlLARTrOR D, which anciently 


had poſſeſſors of its name. Elias de Allarford was living 21 Edw. I. and after him 
came Robert de Allarford, lord of the manor of Allarford, who left iſſue two daughters 
his coheirs, viz. Dionyſia the wife of William de Vernai, and Maud the wife of Robert 
de Staunton. Which Robert de Staunton dying without iffue, Maud his ſaid wife 
granted all her ſhare in this manor to the aforeſaid William de Vernai, her brother-in- 
law, whoſe deſcendants held it with Hill-Farence.* 


The living of Hill-Farence is a curacy in the deanery of Taunton, and in the gift of 
Trinity college in Oxford. The Rev. Thomas Warton is the preſent incumbent. 
It was appropriated to the priory of Barlinch, and in 1292 valued at 1008. There 
was an Eſtate alſo in this pariſh belonging to the ſame priory, which was rated in 1293 
at 408. 


The church, dedicated to the Holy-Croſs, is a ſmall building, conſiſting of a nave, 
chancel, ſmall aile on the ſouth ſide, and rower, containing five bells. The aile or 
rather chapel was built by William de Vernai lord of this manor, who founded a maſs 
in this church for the good eſtate of his own ſoul, and the ſouls of Dionyſia and Ancilla 
his wives, William de Vernai his father, Margaret de Vernai his mother, and William 
de Vernai his grandfather; and dying in 1333, was buried in the chapel above-men- 
tioned. William de Vernai his father was alſo buried in this church.“ 


« Diſſent de Hilleferons, apud Collectan. Tho. Palmer. =* Diſſent de Allerford. * * Taxat. Spiritual. 
f Taxat, Temporal. * MS. Palmer, 
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IIS pariſh is ſituated under the ſouthern extremity of the Quantock-Hills, about. 
four miles nearly north from Taunton, and compriſes the following tithings: 


'K Kincsron T ithing, in which ſtand the church, and about forty-ſeven houſes, 
inhabited by upwards of ſeventy families. 


2. NAILESBOURNE, about a mile ſouth, in which are ſeventeen houſes, and twenty 
families. | 
3. Cowsnulsn, or Cusnvisn, caches the hamlet of Toul ro) ſeventeen "EY 
and twenty families, ſituated nearly three miles towards the northweſt, 


4. Non ru-Furroxp, nearly two miles ſouthweſt, including the hamlets of YarrorD 
and CuTLEey, and containing twenty-one houſes, and about twenty-four families. 


S. ILLBEARE, containing ten houſes, and twelve families. 
6. HeSTERCOMBE. 


All the above tithings, a few trifling eſtates excepted, belong to the cuſtomary manor 
of Taunton-Dean, where the tithingmen are annually choſen, and in the general 
account of which the lordſhip of Kingſton is involved in the Norman ſurvey. 


On the eaſt ſide of this pariſh, on riſing ground, moſt admirably improved by art, 
and exquiſitely embelliſhed by taſte, ſtands Heftercombe-Houſe, anciently the ſeat of the 
family of Warre, now of Copleſtone Warre Bampfylde, eſq. 


This eſtate was in the time of King Edward the Confeſſor parcel of the poſſeſſions of - 
the abbey of Glaſtonbury;* but King William the Conqueror took 1 it from the church, 
and gave it to the Biſhop of Coutances. 


“The ſame Biſhop holds Haszcumse, and William of him. Four 88 held it 
« in the time of King Edward, and gelded for two hides and three virgates of land. 
ce The arable is three carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, with one ſervant, and 
„ four villanes, and eight cottagers, with two ploughs. There are thirty-one acres of 
© meadow, and ten acres of Se wood. It was. worth forty ſhillings, now ſiſty 
ce ſhillings.“ 


Hence this manor became the poſſeſſion of the Mohuns, from whom it paſſed by 
purchaſe to the family of Flory, of whom Hugh de Flory gave twenty acres of land in 
Heſtercombe to the priory of Taunton.* From them it came to the family of Meriet, 
who held it by knight's ſervice of the Biſhop of Wincheſter, as of his manor of Taunton, 
John Meriet, knt. was lord of Heſtercombe 6 Edw. II. and 8 cal. Aug. 1316, had 
a licence granted him by the Biſhop of Bath and Wells to found a chantry in his 
oratory at Heſtercombe; and 13 Edw. II. he obtained a grant of free-warren for 
the manor.* a 


* Lib. Domeſday, > Ibid, © Mon. Angl. ii. p. 83. * Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. 
Cart. 13 Ed. II. n. 35. 
0 Walter 
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Walter Meriet, ſon of this John, died 15 Edw. III. poſſeſſed of the following 
manors: Combe-Flory, and Heſtercombe, held by knight's ſervice of the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, as of his manor of Taunton; one carucate of land at Cerney in Glou- 
ceſterſhire, and nineteen acres of meadow in Taunton, called Coke's-Mezad; one 
meſſuage and three carucates of land at Wyke, of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells; one 
carucate of land at Bykely, held of the manor of Milverton; one carucate of land at 
Pilleigh, held of Geffrey Stawell; two carucates of land in Wydecombe and Eſtcote, 
held of John de Mohun; one carucate of land in Ellworthy and Plaſhe; half a carucate 
of land in Brompton-Rauf, of Sir John Mohun; one carucate of land in Capeland, of 
Sir John Acton, knt.; the manor of Bradford near Wellington, held of John de St. 


Clare, as of the manor of Chiſelbury; and two carucates in Long-Aſhton, of Thomas 
Berkeley. 


This Walter Meriet was ſucceeded by another Walter, who dying without ifſue 19 
Edw. III. his nephew Simon inherited the eſtate, to whom a licence was granted by 


the biſhop of Bath and Wells to have maſſes and other divine offices celebrated in his 
chapel at Heſtercombe.* 


John Meriet died ſeized of Heſtercombe 43 Edw. III. and was ſucceeded in it by 
another John, a knight, which John, in a deed dated 48 Edw. III. excepts Combe- 
Flory and Heſtercombe from a deed of feoffment of his eſtate." The ſaid Sir John 
Meriet died 15 Ric. II. leaving one only daughter and heir, Elizabeth, married to John 
la Warre, who in her right became poſſeſſed of Heſtercombe. 


The family of la Warre was a collateral branch of the ancient barons of that name, and 
bore for their arms, Gules, cruſuly fitchee argent, a lion rampant of the laſt, They were 
ſeated in this county from very early times; but the firſt of the anceſtors of la Warre 
of Heſtercombe that we can ſpeak of with certainty, is Robert la Warre, who married 
A daughter and heir of Kentiſbere of Huntworth, a very ancient and knyghtly family, 
a moiety of whoſe lands came to the Pophams by the marriage of another daughter and 
coheir. This Robert la Warre was probably the ſame who, with Alexander Luttrell, 
Richard Filiol, and others, was ſigned with the croſs in order to attend Prince Edward 
to the Holy Land 54 Henry III. By the daughter of Kentiſbere he had iſſue 


Matthew la Warre, who married Felicia the daughter of Philip Denbaud, of Hinton 
St. George, and Sybilla his wife, daughter of Simon Gryndham; with her he had lands 
in Hinton, which were held of the honour of Hampſted-Marſhall; alſo the manor of 
Crafte adjoining, which continuing long in the family was thence denominated Crafte- 
Warre. This Philip Denbaud was the ſon of Agnes one of the daughters of Sir 
William Hereward of Devon, and Dulcia his wife, fiſter to Sir Richard Stapledon and 
Walter Stapledon biſhop of Exeter, and founder of Exeter-college and Hart-hall, Oxon. 


The ſaid Matthew la Warre was living 9 Edw. III. being at that time witneſs to a 
deed of Matilda, widow of Sir William de Falconbridge, fiſter and heir of Sir Robert 
de Mandeville, together with John de Clyvedon, Richard Picks, and Henry de-Urtiaco, 
knts. He had iſſue, by the daughter of Denbaud, 


„Efe. ©® Excerpt, e Regiſt, Wellen. Sir William Pole's MS. p. 5450 * Bſc. 
Ls. R John 
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John la Warre, who, as we have already ſaid, by his marriage with the daughter 

and heireſs of Meriet, brought Heſtercombe into the Warre family, as by the marriage 

of another daughter of Meriet, Combe-Flory was conveyed to the family of Fraunceis. 
This John left iſſue 


Richard la Warre his ſon and heir, who married Joan daughter and heir of John 
Atwood by Gonilda his wife, ſiſter and one of the heirs of Sir William Percehaye. By 
the ſaid Joan he had iſſue Elizabeth wife of John Chiſſelden, eſq; of Holcombe in the 

county of Devon, and one ſon 


John, who became his heir. He married Joan daughter and heir of John Combe, of 
Dalwood in the county of Dorſet, eſq; by which match ſeveral manors in that county 
were added to his eſtate, He was high-ſheriff of this county and Dorſet 2 Henry V. 
and 8 Henry VI. 


Robert Warre his ſon and heir married Chriſtian, ſiſter to Sir Richard Hankford, of 
Annery in the county of Devon, and was ſheriff of Somerſet and Dorſet 36 Henry VI. 
Hie died 5 Edw. IV. being then poſſeſſed of Heſtercombe, Baghaye, the manor of Crafte- 
Warre held of Sir William Poulet, knt. Wellysforde, Bradford, and Grenevyleſwike, 
all in this county. The probate of his will bears date 6 Aug. 1465. In it he orders 
his body to be buried in the monaſtery of Athelney. He had iſſue 


Richard Warre, who married Joan daughter to Lord Stourton, but died without 
iſſue. This Richard repaired and adorned the chapel at Heſtercombe, which being 
in a very ruinous ſtate, was à few years ſince taken down. On the windows were the 
arms of the matches of the family, viz. 


1. Gules, cruſuly fitchee, a lion rampant argent: Warre. 

2. Gules, a pair of wings conjoined argent, debruiſed by a bend azure: Kentiſbere. 
3. Barry of fix or and ſable, a bend ermine: Meriet. 

4. Argent, a croſs moline gules: Percehaye. 

5. Or, three keys gules: Clavile. 

6. Sable, a bend or between ſix fountains proper: Stourton. 

7. Azure, a chevron between three ſtags' heads caboſſed or: Chipleigh. 

8. Argent, four bars wavy gules, over all a ſaltire or : Mawbank. 


9. Argent, a feſſe indented paly vert and ſable, cotiſed of the firſt, within a bordure 
engrailed of the ſecond, in chief a mullet able: Hody. 


10. Azure, three eſcallop-ſhells or: Malet. , 
11. Or, a chevron between three eagles diſplayed, vert: Blewet. 


12. Argent, on a chief gules, two gy heads caboſſed or; a creſcent for diſtinction: 
Popham. 


13. Checquy argent and /able: St. Barbe. | 
14. Azure, a chevron between three lions' heads eraſed or: Wyndham. 


Reg. Godwyn, Prerog. offic, f. 73. 
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15. Argent, on a bend azure, three boars heads of the firſt: Brokeſby. 
16. Ermine, a ſaltier engrailed gules: Deſmond, 
17. Argent, a bend nebule cotiſed ſable, 
18. Azure, three leopards heads caboſſed or. 
19. Vert, a ſaltier engrailed argent: Hawley, 


20. Argent, on a bend dauncettce ſable, cotiſed azure bezantee, three fleurs-de-lis 
of the field: Cuffe. 


21. Azure, a faltier voided between four ſpears or or: Harbin." 
There was this inſcription on the eaſt window of the chapel: 
« Drate pro anima Roberti Marre, armigeri, Domini de Heftercombe.” 
Richard Warre died 22 Edw. VI. being at that time ſeized among other lands of 
Grenvilleſwike and Bickleigh, in this county, held of Cecily ducheſs of York, mother 


to Edw. IV.; Wellysford, of William Vernay; and Crafte-Warre, of Sir William 
Poulet, knt. Upon the death of this Richard, his heir was found to be 


Richard the ſon of John Warre of Chipleigh, younger brother to John who married 
the daughter and heir of Combe of Dalwood. Robert Warre, ſecond ſon to Richard 
and Joan daughter of Atwood, married Thomaſine ſole daughter and heir of Thomas 
Chipleigh, of CaieLeIGH in this county, a family that had long been lords of that 
eſtate. His ſon and heir John married Joan daughter of Philip Mawbanck or Malbank, 
a houſe of great antiquity in Dorſet; by her he had Richard Warre of Chipleigh, 


who at the age of fifteen inherited the lands of the above-mentioned Richard Warre of 
Heſtercombe. 


This Richard Warre was created knight of the Bath, at the marriage of Prince 
Arthur, A. D. 1501. In 1530, 22 Henry VIII. he was appointed a commiſſioner, 
together with Sir William Poulet, Sir Nicholas Wadham, and William Portman, to 
make enquiry into the lands of Cardinal Wolſey in Somerſetſhire. And 31 Hen. VIII. 
he was ſheriff of this county and knight of the ſhire. He married two wives, the firſt 
was Margaret daughter to John Brockman, of Witham in the county of Eſſex. His 
ſecond wife was Joan daughter of Sir John Hody, chief baron of the exchequer. 
To his eldeſt fon by this laſt lady he gave Chipleigh, Tolland, Milverton, and Love- 
linch; which manors continued in that branch of the Warre family a few generations, 
till the daughter and heir of Warre of Chipleigh brought them by marriage to William 
Lottiſham, whoſe daughter and heir (dying without iſſue) gave Chipleigh to Mr. 
Clarke, ſon to her huſband of that name by his former wife, in which name it ſtill 
continues. Sir Richard Warre died 33 Henry VIII. ſeized of the manors of Hele, 
Chipleigh, Tolland, Milverton, Hinton-Crafte, Grenevyleſwyke, Bruſhford, Banwell, 
Lovelinch, &c. all which lands (excepting thoſe abovenamed given to his eldeſt fon 
by his ſeeond wife) deſcended to Thomas Warre his eldeſt ſon by his firſt wife. 


The arms of Bampfylde are Or, on a bend gules three mullets argent. Ge 
Thomas 
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Thomas Warre married Joan daughter of William Malet, of Enmore, by whom 
he had iſſue Richard, John, William, Henry, Thomas, Edward; Joanna, married to 
Thomas Michel), eſq; of Cannington, and Mary, married to George Sydenham, of 
Chilworthy; alſo Alicia. He died ſoon after his father 34 Henry VIII. and added the 
manor of Pulton in Wilts to his eſtate. 


Richard Warre, his eldeſt ſon and heir, married Catharine daughter of Sir Roger 
Blewett, of Holcombe-Rogus in the county of Devon, lord of North-Petherton, 
which eminent family terminated in daughters married to Wallop, now Lord Lyming- 


ton of Hampſhire, Stonehouſe of N its &c, He died 44 Eliz. and left iſſue 
Roger Warre. 


Which Roger married Eleanor daughter of Sir John Popham, chief juſtice of the 
Queen's-Bench. By her he had twelve ſons, viz. Richard, John, Thomas, Francis, 
5 * | George, Alexander, Edward, Roger, Robert, William, John, Amice, and two daughters, 
Wt | 2 Anne and Eleanor. He died 14 Jac. I. and left Richard his eldeſt ſon and heir. 


Richard Warre married the daughter and heir of Thomas St. Barbe, of White- 
pariſh in the county of Wilts, by whom he had two ſons, Roger and Thomas. From 
Thomas the ſecond ſon is deſcended Richard Warre, lately firſt clerk to one of the 
ſecretaries of ſtate's office. Thomas Warre purchaſed the manor of Middlezoy 1 in 
1615, and the manor of Weſt- Monkton in 1616. 


Roger eldeſt ſon of Richard married Anne daughter of Sir Thomas Wyndham of 
Kentsford, and by her had John, and one daughter. 


John Warre was knighted by King Charles II. ſoon after his reſtoration, in memory 
of his fidelity to him in his troubles. In the Dutch war he raiſed a troop of horſe in 
the Duke of Richmond's regiment, and ſerved in parliament as knight of the ſhire for 
Somerſet. He married Unton daughter of Sir Francis Hawley, bart. of Buckland- 
Sororum, afterwards Baron Hawley of the kingdom of Ireland; deſcended by his 
mother and grandmother from the Portmans of Orchard-Portman, and the Lords 
Poulet of Hinton St. George. This lady had been before married to John Malet 
of Enmore, by whom ſhe had iſſue an only daughter and heir, Elizabeth, married to 
John Wilmot earl of Rocheſter. Sir John Warre died A, D. 1669, and left ſue by 
the ſaid Unton an only ſon Francis. 


Which Francis Warre was raiſed to the dignity of a batonet 2d of June 1673. - He 
married to his firſt wife Anne daughter and heir to Robert Cuffe, of Creech St. Michael, 
eſq; by whom he had one ſon, who ſerved as a captain in the regiment of dragoons 
commanded by lieutenant-general Rofs. He died at Ghent in Flanders in the 33d. 
year of his age. His ſecond wife was Margaret daughter of John Harbin, of the 
city of London, merchant, of a family of that name near Yeovil in this county; by her 
he had Margaret his only daughter and heir, and William, who died an infant. The 
ſaid Sir Francis Warre in his early years was a captain in the Duke of Monmouth's 
own regiment, with many other gentlemen of high birth and diſtinction. Upon his 

| marriage he retired, and was colonel of the 'Taunton regiment, vice-admiral of Somer- 
ſetſnire and the port of Briſtol, deputy-lieutenant, and juſtice of the peace. * 
whic 
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which employments he acquitted himſelf with honour and integrity, profeſſing a dutiful 
regard to the true intereſt of the church, crown, and country. He repreſented the 
boroughs of Bridgwater and Taunton in various parliaments to the year 1716. He 
died 1 Dec. 1718 and is buried with his anceſtors in the family vault at Kingſton, He 
was heir to Kentiſbere, Meriet, Atwood, Percehaye, Clavile, Combe, Chipleigh, St. 

Barbe, and Cuffe, whoſe arms he quartered with his own. 


Margaret daughter and heir of the ſaid Sir Francis Warre married John Bampfylde, 
eſq; brother to Sir Copleſtone Warwick Bampfylde, of Poltimore in the county of 
Devon, bart. by which match Heſtercombe and many other eſtates came into that 
family. The ſaid John Bampfylde repreſented the city of Exeter, and afterwards the 
county of Devon in parliament, and died 17 Sept. 1750, in the 6oth year of his 
age, and was buried at Kingſton. By the ſaid Margaret his wife he left iſſue Copleſtone 
Warre Bampfylde, the preſent owner of Heſtercombe; Margaretta the wife of John 
Tyndale, of the city of Briſtol, eſq; and Elizabeth: He had alſo one ſon and fix 
daughters, who all died infants, except Frances. Margaretta has iſſue by John Tyndale, 
eſq; Margaretta the wife of Charles Hill, of the city of Briſtol, eſq; John and Elizabeth 
born twins; Charlotte, married to Thomas Eagles, of Briſtol, eſq; and Thomas 
Bampfylde Tyndale, an officer in the 14th regiment of foot. 


Copleſtone Warre Bampfylde, eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor of Heſtercombe, married 
Mary ſecond daughter of Edward Knight, of Wolverley in the county of Worceſter, 
eſq. He was colonel of the Somerſet regiment of militia ſeveral years. 


There is alſo a manor called Vol is, or Vor xssg, now the inheritance of Copleſtone 
Warre Bampfylde, eſq; from the family of Warre. 


The living of Kingſton is vicarial, in the deanery of Taunton, and in the gift of the 
Dean and Chapter of Briſtol; the Rev. James Brown is the preſent incumbent. Ir 
was anciently appropriated to the priory of St. Peter and Paul in Taunton, and with 
Cothelſtone (to which it was the mother-church) was rated in 1292 at twenty marks. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is a handſome Gothick edifice, eighty- 
ſix feet in length, and forty-eight in breadth, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, north and 
ſouth ailes, the whole covered with tile. At the weſt end is a well-built and elegant 


tower, ſeventy feet high, adorned with ſculpture, and crowned with twenty-four pin- 
nacles. This tower has a clock and ſix bells. 


On the ſouth ſide of the chancel is a noble old monumental tomb of the Warres of 
Heſtercombe, round the ſides of which were painted their arms, and thoſe of their 
matches; but moſt of them are defaced. There ſtill remain, Ermine, a croſs engrailed 
gules; and Argent, a croſs moline gules, in the dexter chief a cheſs-rook. The marble 
ſlab that covers this tomb is ten feet long, and four feet and a half broad, and is a ſort 


of grey granite. It is not known who it was of the Warres that erected this fine 
monument. 


In the ſouth window of the chancel were painted in glaſs the arms of Warre, impaled 
with others; in the north window were the coats of Kentiſbere, Stourton, &c. all more 

| © Taxat, Spiritual. 
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ancient than their matches with Hody; alſo Ermine, three lions' heads jeſſant- de- lis 
azure: with the arms of Stawel, viz. Gales, a croſs lozengy argent: and thoſe of 
Columbers, Bendy azure and argent; and Argent a chevron or between three bezants. 


Henry James, D. D. late maſter of Queen's-college, Cambridge, who died in 1717, 
aged 75, by his will gave one hundred pounds to this pariſh ; and the late Thomas 
Dyke, eſq; of Tettonin this pariſh, who died in 1721, aged 61, in his life-ti me gave 
one hundred and ſix pounds, and with which the above legacy, and one year's intereſt 
thereof, (being in the whole 2111.) ſome lands were purchaſed in the pariſh of Halſe, 
now let for 10l. 15s. a year. The deed bears date the 17th of Sept. 1721, and in the 
church-book is the following copy of an order of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells: 


© Whereas Henry James, D. P. late maſter of Queen's-college i in Cambridge, did 
by his laſt will give unto the pariſh of Kingſton near Taunton in the county of So- 
merſet, the fum of one hundred pounds, by which ſome lands have been purchaſed, 
and by deeds of conveyance ſettled in truſtees: and whereas by the ſaid will the preſent 
Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells, or his ſucceſſor, is defired to determine and appoint 
the diſpoſal of it to the beſt advantage for the ſaid pariſh, whether in keeping a charity- 
ſchool, or in any other way he ſhall think fit: I do hereby, in proſecution of the pious 
intention of the ſaid teſtator, direct, that the annual ſum ariſing from theſe lands be 
employed in ſetting up and maintaining one ſchool for the education of the poor chil- 
dren of the ſaid pariſh. And I do alſo hereby direct, that the place where the ſchool is 
to be kept, and the nomination of the maſter, ſhall be in the joint conſent of the vicar 
and veſtry; and that the nomination of the children be made by the vicar and church- 
wardens. And I further direct, that if any difference ariſe between the vicar and veſtry, 
it be determined by the Archdeacon perſonally, or by two or three by him ſpecially 
appointed: And that if any difference ſhall be between the vicar and churchwardens, 
it ſhall be determined by the archdeacon or his ſurrogate. In teſtimony of all which, 
I have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal manual, this 2gth day of September 1725. 


©« GEORGE BATH & WELLS.” 


Here is alſo a 3 of ſeven pounds per. annum payable for ever out of the parſon- 

age of Kings-Brompton, given by one of the family of the Dykes: —Two pounds per 
annum given by a Mrs. Bult, payable out of the eſtate where Mr. Thomas Sminney 
Bult now lives:—And the intereſt of one hundred pounds, given by the late Mr. Coles 
of this pariſh, is given annually to the ſecond poor on St. Thomas's-day.— There is 
alſo a donation of fifty ſhillings per annum, payable out of another eſtate, now the 
property of Mr. William Williams. 
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HIS pariſh is ſituated eight miles northweſt from Wes in a valley about a 

mile northeaſtward from the high road thence to Dunſter. A fine ſpring riſing 

in a field near the church emits a rivulet, which falls into the Tone below Biſhop's- 

Lydiard: this water has been found ſerviceable in ſcrophulous diſorders. Another 
ſtream riſing at Tolland runs alſo through a part of this pariſh. | 
It contains a number of little villages and hamlets, vi 


1. WesTows, a little northweſt from the church, in which are three farms, and one 
cottage. 36 Henry VIII. the lordſhip or manor of Weſtowe, with a wood called 


Middifford-Wood, and other lands and-hereditaments in Laurence-Lydiard, were granted 
to Joan Sidenham, widow.* 


2. HoLFrorD, two miles . tvs farms. 122 
3. CorsLEy, one mile eaſt, two farms and one: cottage. 


4. NeTHERCOT,.a mile and a half nearly eaſt, two farms and one griſt-mill The 
two laſt· mentioned villages belonged formerly to the family of Malet. 


5. PyLercn, one mile ſouth, three farms and eight cottages. This village belonged 
to the family of Flory, whence it was ſometimes called Leigb-Flory. It paſſed from 
that family to the Meriets and the Beaumonts.* | | 


6. CnieLetcn, two miles ſouth, where formerly was a chapel, four farms, and 
two cottages. 


7. Deans, three miles ſouth, one farm and one cottage. 

8. Hocknam, two miles and a half ſouth, three farms, four cottages, and a griſt-mill 
9. Wrsr-Lzion, one mile and a quarter ſouth, three farms and three cottages. 
10, TARR, two miles ſouthweſt, three farms and one cottage. 


About the church are eight farms and twelve cottages. In all n houſes, and 
about three hundred and fifty inhabitants. 


A fair is held here Aug. 10, formerly for cattle, now only for pedlary ware. 


It was in this pariſh that, A. D. 1666, one of thoſe immenſe pitchers teeming with 
Roman coins was found, which gave birth to a curious diſcourſe on the antiquities of 
this diſtrict, where it is fuppoſed the Romans completed the conqueſt of this country.” 


It was held at the Conqueſt by William de Mohun: 


6e William himſelf holds LIpIARD. Alric held it in the time of King Edward, and 
te gelded for two hides. The arable is fix carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, and 
te four ſervants, and ten villanes, and fix cottagers, with one plough. There is a mill 
« of eight ſhillings rent, and fifteen acres of meadow, and ten acres of paſture, and 
ce twenty acres of wood. It was and is worth ſeven pounds.”* 


Pat. 36 Hen, VIII. p. 6. d Eſc, « See-vol. il. 5. 493. * Lib, Domeſday. 
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The records are not explicit with regard to the ſubſequent deſcent of this manor. 


In the time of Edw. IV. it was held of the family of Fraunceis of Combe-Flory. 12th 


of that reign Elizabeth the widow of Richard Whiteley held at her death the manor 
of Lydiard St. Laurence, together with the advowſon of the pariſn- church there, of 
Nicholas Fraunceis, eſq; as of his manor of Combe-Flory; and one burgage in Bridg- 
water of George Darell: John Seymour her ſon and heir of the age of twenty-one years. 
It afterwards belonged to Edward duke of Somerſet the Protector, and is valued in the 
ſchedule of his eſtates at 10l. 16s. 6d. per annum. It is now the property of Meſſrs. 


| Philip and Robert Hancock, whoſe father purchaſed it of the Sellecke family. 


A branch of the family of Coker long reſided in this pariſh. 


The church, valued in 1292 at fourteen marks,“ was appropriated to the priory of 
Taunton, and the prior of that houſe had a particular yearly: penſion from the ſame of 


two marks. An eſtate here belonging to the ſame foundation was in 1293 valued at 
twenty ſhillings.' 


It is a rectory in the deanery of Taunton, and i in the patronage of Henry William 
Portman, eſq. The Rev. Charles Ruſſell is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Laurence, ſecond archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 1 
ceſſor to St. Auguſtine, A. D. 604, from whom this pariſh had its additional title. It 
ſtands on a riſing ground at the ſouth end of the village, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, 
and north aile. At the weſt-end is an embattled tower . feet high, with eight 
pinnacles, a turret at one corner, a clock, and five bells. 


In the ſouth wall of the chancel is a ſtone ſeat with three niches, divided by round 
ſtone columns. | 


On the north ſide of the chancel is an ancient tomb, the memorial oak effaced ; 


and above it a ſmall monument inſcribed to the memory of the ey; John Goodwin, 


D. D. rector of this church, who died Jan. 14, 1628. 


In the floor is a memorial to the Rev. Thomas Brickenden, B. D. rector of Corton- 
Dinham in this county, and canon of the church of Wa who died July 17, 70 | 
aged 75. 


The intereſt of 51. per annum was left to the poor of this pariſh by Mrs. aner a 
clergyman's widow, to be diſtributed on Chriſtmas-day 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are annually on the uſual average 21, the burials only 9. 
Efe. IS. Valor, * Taxat. Spiritual, bid. * Taxat. Temporal, 
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NINEHEAD-FLOR V, anciently NICHEHE DE, 


S a ſmall pariſh in the extreme angle of this hundred towards the ſouthweſt, being 


ſituated berwixt Milverton and Wellington, from which laſt pariſh it is divided by 
the river Tone. 


A mile eaſtward from the church is en or Nmznzap-Monxs, or 
MonxTon; and about half a mile north 1 is the hamlet of Uycor. 


In this pariſh is alſo CmreLecn-Hovss, the ancient eſtate of the Warre family, 
now of Edward Clarke, eſq.* 


The manor of Ninehead is included in the Conqueror's ſurvey in the number of 
thoſe lands which owed ſervice to the Biſhop of Wincheſter's court at Taunton, and 
has been always held under that great lordſhip. In the time of Henry I. and King 
Stephen, it was the poſſeſſion of Ranalph de Fluri, who in alluſion to his name bore on 
his ſeal a chevron between three croſſes flory, which arms with a little variation of the 
croſſes were afterwards uſed by the family of de Wyke, who it ſeems by ſome inter- 
marriage with the Floris became poſſeſſed of the manor of Ninehead. To the ſaid 
Ranalph de Fluri ſucceeded Robert and Hugh de Fluri, both of whom were living in 

the time of Henry II. John de Wyke was lord of this manor in the time of King 
Edw. I. whom he attended in an expedition againſt the Scots,* and was ſucceeded by 
another John de Wyke,* and he by Philip de Wyke, who held this manor, and that of 
Withiel-Flory 13 Edw. II.“ He had two ſons, Walter and John, of whom the latter 
inherited this manor, and was living in the time of Edw. III. having iſſue a ſon of the 
ſame name, who was reſident at Ninehead 13 Ric. IT. He married Catharine daughter 
of Sir William Bonville, knt. and reli& of Sir John Cobham, knt.* in whoſe right he 
had the manor of Yeovilton in this county for his life.” He died 12 Henry IV. ſcized 
of that manor, and the manor of Ninehead- Flory, as alſo a moiety of the manor of 
Lilliſdon, leaving Robert his ſon and heir then of the age of nineteen years. This 
Robert was father of John Wyke, who was of Ninehead in the time of Edw. IV. and 
died the roth of that reign, ſeized of the manors of Ninehead-Flory, Withiel, Uphill, 
and Oldmixon, leaving Richard his brother and heir of the age of ſixty years“ Which 
Richard Wyke (or Wykes, as he is called in the inquiſition) died 1 Ric. III. ſeized of 
the manors of Ninebead and Withiel-Flory, held by knight's ſervice of the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter; the fourth part of the manors of Uphill and Chriſton, held of Thomas 
lord Stanley, as of his manor of Blagdon; and four meſſuages, eighty acres of arable 
land, twenty acres of meadow, and forty acres of paſture in Oldmixon, held of John 
Arthur. John his ſon and heir was then of the age of forty years. The ſaid John 
Wyke, ſon and heir of Richard, was a knight of the Bath at the marriage of Arthur 
ſon of Henry VII. with the Princeſs Catharine of Spain,” and was ſucceeded in the 


* See page 15 of this vol. > Seals from ancient deeds. © Lib. Nig. Scac. i. 9. Harl. MS. 1192. 
*Eſe. Fin. 13 Ed. II. Somſ. n. 8. Cooke's Viſitation of Somerſetſhire, * Eſc, * Ibid. 


k Ibid. Ipid. * Harl. MS. 6166, fol. 101. 
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| poſſeſſion of this manor by Richard Wyke, who held it with Withiel of the Biſhop of 


Wincheſter, the latter end of the reign of Henry VII." He married Eleanor Hadley 


of Withycombe, by whom he had iſſue Richard Wyke of. Ninehead, who married 


Margaret daughter of George Rolle, of Stevenſtone in the county of Devon, eſq; by 


whom he had a numerous eee and N in 1 e was buried 1 in the rain 
church of Ninehead. 


There was a branch of this 3 family 3 at Court de Wi ck, in the pariſh of - 


Patton, in the hundred of eee n er _ to > the (gen. a, 


and Poulets. 


At Eaſt or Monks-Ninchead was an nn belonging to che monks of the priory of : 
Taunton, (whence its name) which in 1293 was valued at twenty-five ſhillings.* 


The rectory of Ninehead, valued in 1292 at ſix marks and a half,” was appropriated 
to the ſame monaſtery, and the prior and convent had alſo the advowſon of the vicar- 


age, the patronage of which is now in the eum. ome the: Rev. Dr. Bovett the preſent 
incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to All-Saints, and is a ſmall Wc n of a nave, 
Raben and two ſide alles. At the weſt end is an embattled tower, N five 
bells. The north aile belongs to the family of Acland. 


Againſt the north wall of the chancel there is a plain ſtone monument, inſcribed, — 
« Heere liethe interred Richard Wike, of Ninhed in the county of Somerſet, eſquier, 


who died June 17, 1590, being then of the age of 63 years; and Margaret his wif, 


daughter of Georg Role, of Stevenſton in the county of Devon, eſquier, who died 
Aug. 12, 1578, being then of the age of 41 years, and parents of 17 children, vid. 


ſix ſonns, and 11 daughters. W Argent, a chevron gules between three ci Os 
moline ſable. 


On the ſouth wall of the chancel is a monument of black and white marble, with | 
this inſcription: « Near this place lyeth the body of William Sanford, of Ninehead- 
Court, eſq; who married Anne the daughter of Edward Clark, of Chiply, eſq; by whom 
he had three ſons, two only ſurviving him, viz. William and John, infants. He died 
Feb. 9, 1718, aged 33. His death was much lamented by all, he having lived the 
ſincereſt friend, the moſt affectionate huſband, the tendereſt of fathers, and beſt of 
maſters. Anne his widow thus perpetuates his memory, Dec. 2), 1720. Arms, 


Axure, three bars wavy argent; Sanford; impaling, Or, two bars azure, in chief three 


eſcallop ſhells gules; Clarke. 


Ninehead has been the reſidence of the "TIE of eos for ſeveral eons; 
whoſe preſent repreſentative is Henry William Sanford, eſq. 


At the ſoutheaſt corner of the ſouth aile is a grand mural monument of ſtone, on the 
baſe of which are the effigies of a man and woman kneeling on a cuſhion, with a reading 
ſtand and two books open before them. The man is in black, with a long flowing 
cloak; the woman in a black gown, the tail of which is tucked behind, and tied to her 
waiſt ; the ſleeves are large, ſhort, and tied cloſe round the arms above the elbow, with 


* Eſc, 19 Hen, VII. * Taxat. Temporal, * Taxat. Spiritual, 
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ſhort ruffles below ; ſhe has a black hood tied cloſe under her chin. On the tablet is 
this inſcription :—© To the memory of Elizabeth wife of Edward Clarke, of Chipley, 
eſq; eldeſt daughter and heire of William Lottiſham, eſq; and Mary his wife, who was 
daughter and coheire of Edward Wm of Chipley, eſq. She dyed the 15 of March 
1667, ætat. ſuæ 42. 
« This happy ſoul exchang'd by her deceaſe 
The lands of Warre into the fields of peace, 
Whither in triumph by her virtues led, 
Grace hath advanc'd, and glory crown'd her head. 
As fire and grandſire's heire, ſhe here poſſeſt; 
But knowing heaven's inheritance is beſt, 
She parted hence to be a ſacrifice, | 
Whoſe aſhes fall, and ſpirit in flames doe riſe. 
Bleſt ſoul! 
My fad attendance and theſe trophies ſhew 
The dear affection to your worth I owe: 
Your virtues bid me not approach the urne, 
. Unleſs with groanes and teares your loſs I mourne, 
Which griefe in vaine lamenteth; for withſtand 
None can the force of the Almightie's hand. 
The comfort left me is, I truſt to view 
And ſhortly ſhare eternal joys with you.” 
Arms, 1. Clarke. 2. Gules, cruſuly fitchẽe argent, a lion rampant of the laſt, Warre: 
impaling, argent, three bulls' heads caboſſed ſable armed or. 3. Clarke, impaling 
argent, on a bend double cotiſed ſable five bezants. 


On a ſmall mural monument of marble: ——< Near this 3 lyeth the body of 
Guſtavus Venner, of Fitzhead in this county, eſq; who died April 28, 1717, aged 46. 
To whoſe memory this monument was erected by his executor Samuel, younger ſon of 
Edward Clarke, eſq; of Chipley in this pariſh, 1716.” Arms, Gules, on a feſſe or, 
' three eſcallops /able; Venner: impaling, argent, on a feſſe gules, between three croſſes 

fable, as many martlets of the firſt, 


In the ſouth wall of the ſouth aile is a memorial to Richard Wyatt, eſq; who died 
1693, and Alice his wife, daughter of Edward Thurſton, of Buckland, eſq; who died 
April 18, 1732, aged 70. Arms, Sable, a feſle dauncettee argent, between three eagles 
diſplayed or; Wyatt: impaling, /able, three W ſtringed or, garniſhed azure; 
T hurſton. 
In the chancel floor: “ 1643. Here lieth the body of Martin Surfers, of 
N inhed i in the county of Somerſet, eſquier, who died the 20th of Sept. aged 68. | 
| EP1TAPHE. 
« Under this poliſh'd ſtone inhum'd doth reſt. 
The country's patriot huddled up in duſt; 
Had worth and wiſdom, true religion, zeale, 
Prov'd ſovreigne antidotes againſt death's ill, 
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He had not dy d: no privilege wee ſee: 
The law immortal made man mortal bee. 
Yet in deſpight of fate, his virtues ſhall 
To future times ſurvive his funerall. 
Vivit poſt funera virtus. 
e Here alſo lyeth Suſannah his wife, who died March 17, 1661.” 


« Here lyeth the body of Henry Sanford, of Ninhead in the county of Somerſet, eſqʒ 
who was buried the gth of February 1644. Alſo Mary his wife, daughter of Henry 
Aſhford, of Aſhford in the county of Devon, eſq; who was buried the 3d of Sept. 1662. 


ce Two Fords conjoyn'd incorporate, 
A huſband and his fpouſed mate, 
Make one fair ſtreame whoſe very name 
PR give to heraldry a theme. 
ut as propenſe all rivers runne 
Into the ocean whence they come; 
Soe they to earth their tending have, 
Both here concenter in the grave.” 


tt Here lyes the body of William the ſonn of William Sanford, of N inhead, eſq; and 
Ann his wife, who died Aug. 19, 1715. 


cc Subtus bene requieſcunt oſſa Annæ Sanford, Gulielmi Sanford, armigeri vidue, 
que obiit 6* die Aprilis anno ſalutis 1777, ætatis 59.“ 


Againſt the eaſt wall of the ſouth aile is a plain black monument, with, the following 
inſcription, without name or date : 


« A little booke and taper's light 

Did ſolace me in my laſt night; 

My taper ſpent, booke clos'd I late, 

In bed thereon to meditate : 

With what improvment thinke—I know 
Then volumes more, or ſunne can ſhow,” 
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IES four miles weſt from Taunton, in the turnpike-road from that town to Mil- 
— yerton; the pariſh is compoſed of the following tithings and hamlets, viz. 
1. NorTox Tithing. 


2. FENHAamPeTON Tithing, ſituated a mile weſtward, and containing three farms 
and one cottage. 


3. LAxOrORD Tithing, half a mile northward, three farms and ten cottages. 
4. Frrzox, a mile and a quarter north, one farm and three cottages. 


5. Fond, half a mile weſt, three farms. The reſt of the houſes, which are forty- 
eight in number, form a ſtraggling ſtreet along the road near the pariſh-church. The 


ſituation is woody, and the lands are rich, and watered by ſeveral rivulets, the chief 
ſource of which is in Brendon-hill. 


Before the Norman invaſion one Oſmund held this manor; but King William 


gave it to the Earl of Morton, under a certain acknowledgment to the biſhoprick of 
Wincheſter: 


cc Alured holds of the Earl, NoxTowz. Oſmund held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for five hides. The arable is ten carucates. In demeſne are 
ce three carucates, and fix ſervants, and thirteen villanes, and eight cottagers, with 
ce eight ploughs. There are two mills of eleven ſhillings and three-pence rent, and 


te twenty-five acres of meadow, and forty acres * wood. It was worth * pounds, 
© now fifteen pounds.“ 


The Fitzwarrens, who adjoined the diſtinction to this place, were a fatnilh deſcended” 
from Guarine de'Meez, one of the houſe of Loraine, who was ſheriff of Shropſhire in 
the time of William the Conqueror, and one of the chief counſellors to Roger de 
Montgomery earl of Shrewſbury.” To him ſucceeded Fulke his ſon, who called him- 
ſelf Fitz-Guarine, the ſon of Guarine, which title degenerating into Fitzwatren, was 
ever after uſed by his deſcendants. There were nine of this name of Fulke Fitzwarren 
in regular ſucceſſion, all of them perſons of note in the ſeveral reigns wherein they lived, 
and chiefly concerned in matters of the crown. The laſt Fulke lord Fitzwarren died 
in his minority 8 Henry V. and Elizabeth his only ſiſter, the wife of Richard Hankford, 
eſq; became heir to his eſtates, which deſcended to her ſole daughter by the ſaid 
Hankford, Thomaſine, married to Sir William Bourchier, knt. who was afterwards 
ſummoned to parliament- by the title of Lord Fitzwarren. Fulke Bourchier lord 
Fitzwarren, ſon of this William, died 19 Edw. IV. ſeized of the manor of Norton juxta 
| Taunton, held of the heir of Sir Thomas St. Lo, knt;; the manor of N ovington, held 
of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells; nine meſſuages, eight gardens, ten acres of meadow, 
and twenty acres of paſture, in Pyntenay and Taunton, of the Biſhop of Wincheſter in 
free n the manor of Huntſpill, of the King; the manor of Hunſtile, of the Biſhop 


* Lib. Domeſday. » Dugd, n c 
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of Wincheſter; and the manor of Wigborough, of William Berkeley; leaving Jo hnhis 
ſon and heir of the age of nineteen years.. And after his deceaſe both title and manor 
. merged in the Earl of Bath. 


But there was another manor in Norton, which was anciently diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of NoxTon-VEzL, by which family it was held under the lords of Chiſſelborough. 
17 Edw. III. Peter de la Veel poſſeſſed it, and tranſmitted it to Peter his ſon and heir.“ 
Which Peter de la Veel was a knight, and a perſon of great account in the time of 
Edw. III. and Ric. II. In the gth year of the laſt- mentioned reign he granted to 
Hugh Berd, clerk, and John Guſt, all his manor of Norton juxta Taunton,* and the 
year following conſigned to the King and others in truſt an acre of land within his ſaid 
lordſhip, called / icklond, together with the advowſon of the church of Norton.“ The 
ſame year the ſaid Hugh Berd and John Guſt releaſed to the King and John Luſcote 
prior of the monaſtery of the Salutation of the Mother of our Lord, of the Carthuſian 
order near London, all their right in the land and advowſon aforeſaid.*5 Which property 
came afterwards to Hankford, and thus became incorporated with the poſſeſſions of 
Fitzwarren. The manor of Norton now belongs to William Hawker and Thomas 
Welman, eſqrs. 


The hamlet of Fenhampton was held 16 Ed. III. by John de Stapleton and Cecilia 
his wife, of Walter Meriet, by the rent of 208. and 1d. per annum.“ 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Taunton, and in the gift of William 
Hawker, eſq. The Rev. James Minifie is the preſent incumbent. In 1292 it was 
valued at twenty-nine marks eight ſhillings and four-pence. The prior of Montacute 
had out of it an annual penſion of five ſhillings,” | 


The church, which is dedicated to All-Saints, ſtands on a ſmall eminence northweft 
from the ſtreet, and is compoſed of a nave, chancel, north aile, and tower. Between 
the nave and the aile ſtand two large clumſy Saxon octangular pillars, ſix feet round, 
and ſeven and a half high to the ſpring of the arches which they ſupport. The chancel 
is divided from the nave by an ancient open work ſcreen of ſix arches, over which is a 
gallery now cloſed up. This ſcreen has a curious cornice richly carved and gilt, and 
ornamented with a row of groteſque figures of men and animals. Among the reſt are 
three oxen ſingly drawing a very antique plough, held. by a man in a ſtooping poſture, 

while another inclines over the fore part of the beam. Behind is a man ſowing, and 
ſtill farther backwards an alligator tearing out the bowels of a man. Near the end 
of it is the name of the churchwarden in the year of its erection, cut in wood, viz. 


Raphe Harris, C. TU. 


On the ſouth ſide of the nave is a ſtately epragment of marble, inſcribed to the me- 
mory of James Prowſe, eſq; who died Dec. 11, 1672, aged 35. 


The average annual chriſtenings in this pariſh are eleven; the burials ſix, 


Efe. * Ibid, ot. Claus. 9 Ric. II. * Ibid, 10 Ric, IT, * Ibid. 
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HERE are at leaſt three places in this county, which derive their ſimple and 
uncompounded appellations from the ſort of wood with which they heretofore 
reſpectively abounded; viz. Elm, in the hundred of Frome; As, in that of Kingſbury; 
and Oak, which we are now ſpeaking of, a village ſituated to the north of Ninehead, 
and to the weſt from Taunton (being diſtant thence five miles) in a flat woody country, 
traverſed by deep miry roads overhung with hedges. Its ancient names were Ac, 
Acha, and Ache, all ſignifying an oak tree, and derived from the ancient Belgick 
Eycke; and the place was one of the many appendages to the Biſhop of Wincheſter's 


manor of Taunton, being held at the Conqueſt by Roger de Curcelle, and under him 
by Goisfrid: 


« Goisfrid holds of Roger, Acnz. Domno held it in the time of King Edward, 
de and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is fix carucates. In demeſne are 
ce two carucates, and four ſervants, and fourteen villanes, and fourteen cottagers, having 
ce three carucates and a half. There is a mill of four ſhillings rent, and ſeventeen acres 
ce of meadow, and fifteen acres of paſture, and ten acres of wood. In Milvertone, a 


© houſe pays eleven-pence. The whole is worth four pounds. When he received it, 
te it was worth fifty ſhillings.””* 


The Malets of Enmore were anciently enfeoffed of this manor, and made ſeveral 
grants thereof to divers perſons to hold for life. Sir Baldwin Malet, by his deed dated 
at Oke, 48 Edw. III. grants the reverſion of this manor after the death of Sir John 
Trivet, on whom he had ſettled it for life, to William Coker and his heirs. The wit- 
neſſes to this deed were Sir Richard de Acton, Sir Hugh Durborough, Sir Matthew 
Stawel, knts. and others. By an inquiſition taken at Bridgwater. 26 Oct. 2 Hen. VIII. 
it was found that William Malet, eſq; died ſeized of the manor of Oake among many 
others, Sept. 7, 2 Henry VIII. leaving Baldwin his fon and heir of the age of fourteen 
years. Oake was then held of the manor of Compton-Dunden.* 


Ihe living is rectorial i in the deanery of Taunton, and was vated 1 in Hue at 100s.* 
The Rev. William Slocombe i 15 the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Bartholomew, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and 
ſouth alle, at the weſt end of which is a tower with four bells. | 


On grave- ſtones within the chancel rails are theſe inſcriptions: 


« The remains of Mrs. Mary Galhampton, daughter of John Colſord, of Bromfield, 
eſq; and Mary his wife, firſt married to Alexander Webber, M. A. and rector of this 
pariſh; afterwards married to Oliver Galhampton, M. A. and rector of Enmore. She 
was a perſon of excellent natural and acquired parts, and what crowns all, of more extra- 
ordinary piety. ' Buried Oct. 31, 1699, aged 76. 


* Lib. Domeſday. Sir William Pole's Book of Charters, * Coles's Eſc; Tant. Spiritual. 
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1 ce The body of Mrs. Mary Prowde, wife of Francis Prowde, clerke, M. A. reftor 
* y | and patron of this pariſh, daughter of Alexander Webber and Mary his = buried 
1 *F June 26, 1713, aged 69.” | 


« Hic ſubtus jacet Franciſcus Prowde, hujus eccleſiæ nuper rector, qui obiit 17 die 
Septembris, Anno Domini 1722, ætat. 70.” 


In the floor of the aile:——<© Hic jacet corpus Samuelis Raymond, de Oake, 
magiſtri in artibus et medicine profeſſoris, qui obiit decimo primo die Martii, A. D. 
1662, #tat. 46.” Arms, Argent, three bars ſable. 


Here is a ſmall free-ſchool endowed with thirty ſhillings a year, for caching poor 
children belonging to the pariſh. 


The births are annvally five; the burials three. 


ORCHARD-PORTMAN. 


BOUT two miles nearly fouth from Taunton ſtands Orchard, which belonged 
anciently to a family of its name. The firſt of this family of whom we have any 
4 account was James the ſon of, Baldwyn le Orchard, who 25 Henry III. levied a 
1 | fine of this and other eſtates to the uſe of his ſon Emerick; from whom it deſcended 
3 Edw. I. to James the ſon of Emerick. It paſſed from him in lineal deſcent for 
ſeveral generations to William Orchard, who lived about the time of Henry VI. and 
dying without iſſue male, left it to-his only daughter Chriſtian, the wife of Walter 
Portman, eſq; whoſe ſon inherited the property of Orchard, in * of his mother. 
Walter died 14 Edw. IV. 


The name of Orchard- Portman was from that time given to this ſeat and eſtate, to 
diſtinguiſh it from Orchard- Wyndham, an eſtate in this county which alſo formerly 
belonged to the Orchards, from whom it deſcended to the family of Sydenham, an 
heireſs of whom marrying a Wyndham, it devolved to that family, in which it has ever 
ſince continued, and now belongs to Wyndham earl of Egremont. 


The Portmans appear to have been a family of note in this county in the reign of 
Edw. I. at which time lived Thomas Portman, whoſe grandfather bore the preſent 
arms of Portman.” His lineal deſcendant William Portman appears to have been 
ſettled at or near Taunton 8 Henry IV. and gave lands to the priory of that place, 
where he was buried, ad orandum pro animd ſud. 


The ſon of William was Walter, who married the heireſs of Orchard, as mentioned 
above. His grandſon Sir William Portman, knt. was ſerjeant at law to Henry VIII, 


* The arms of Orchard were, Azure, a chevron argent between three pears or. 
> The arms of Portman are, Or, a fleur-de-lis azure. 
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one of the juſtices of the common-pleas, and afterwards lord chief juſtice of England; 
in which ſituation he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by diſplaying a degree of integrity and jnde- 
pendence very unuſual among the judges of thoſe arbitrary and deſpotick times. He 
died in the year 1555, 3 Phil. and Mary, and was buried in St. Dunſtan's church, 
London, where a monument is erected to his memory. 


John Portman, his grandſon, was created a baronet 25 Nov. 1612. He married 
Anne daughter of Sir Henry Gifford, knt. of Hampſhire, and left iſſue four ſons, viz. 
Sir Henry Portman, knt. and bart. who married Anne only daughter of William earl 
of Derby, and died without iſſue 1621; Sir John and Sir Hugh, who both died un- 
married; and Sir William, who married Anne daughter and coheir of John Colles, of 
Barton in this county, eſq; by his wife Elizabeth, daughter and ſole heir of Humphrey 
Wyndham, of Wiveliſcombe, eſq; and four daughters, viz. Joan, who married George 
Speke, of Whitelackington, eſq; Anne, married to Sir Edward Seymour, of Bury- 
Pomeroy caſtle, (anceſtor of the preſent Duke of Somerſet) Elizabeth, married to John 
Bluet, of Holcombe, eſq; and Grace, who died unmarried. 


Sir William Portman, bart. ſon of Sir Wilham, was created a knt. of the Bath by 
King Charles II. He married three wives, viz. 1. Elizabeth, daughter and heireſs of 
Sir John Cutler, bart. 2. Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Southcote, knt. 3. Mary, 
daughter and heireſs of Sir John Holman, bart. But having no iſſue by either of them, 
the title became extinct. By a releaſe dated Feb. 26, 1689, he deviſed Orchard- 
Portman, together with other eſtates to a great amount, to his couſin Henry Seymour, 
eſq; (fifth fon of Sir Edward Seymour abovementioned) who aſſumed the name and 
arms of Portman. He married, firſt, Penelope daughter of Sir William Haſlewood, of 
Maidwell in Northamptonſhire; ſecondly, Meliora, daughter of William Fitch, of 
High-hall in the county of Dorſet, eſq; but dying without iſſue, his property devolved. 
by a further limitation in the will of Sir William Portman to William Berkeley, of Pill 
in this county, eſq; who by an act of parliament 9 Geo. II. was enabled to take the 
name and bear the arms of Portman. 


The family of Berkeley take their name from the caſtle of Berkeley* in Glouceſter 
ſhire, which at the time of the Conqueſt was poſſeſſed by Roger a Saxon nobleman, 
who, following the cuſtom introduced by the Normans, aſſumed the ſurname of Berkeley; 
but becoming a monk in the priory of Stanley St. Leonard in 1091, it devolved to his 
nephew William de Berkeley, whoſe grandſon Roger, lord of Berkeley and Durſtey, 
having taken part with King Stephen againſt the Empreſs Maud, was diſpoſſeſſed of his 
barony and lands of Berkeley, in favour of Sir-Robert Fitzharding, from whom' the 
families of Berkeley are lincally deſcended. The father of Sir Robert Fitzharding was 
Harding a ſon of a king of Denmark, who accompanied Duke William from Nor- 
mandy, and was with him at the battle of Haſtings, when the death of Harold decided 
the fate of the Kingdom in favour of the Normans. He reſided at Briſtol, of which he 
was governor, and poſſeſſed great wealth and large eſtates both in Somerſet and Glou- 
ceſterſnire. He married Ly veda, a woman of noble birth, by whom he had five ſons 


© This word is derived from the two Saxon words Bme, a birch tree, (with which that part of Glouceſter- 
ſhire abounds) and Ley, a paſture, 


N n2 and 


He married Eve (the daughter of 
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and three daughters. He lived during the reigns of William the Conqueror, William 
Rufus, and Henry I. and died in 1115. 


Sir Robert Fitzharding his ſon was alſo governor of Briſtol, and by the ſupplies both 
of money and troops which he afforded to King Henry II. was principally inſtrumental 
in recovering the throne from the uſurper Stephen; but Roger lord of Berkeley and 
Durſley, having born arms in ſupport of Stephen, his eſtates of Berkeley were con- 
fiſcated, and conferred as a reward on Robert Fitzharding, when the victorious Henry 
dictated the terms of peace to his rival. From this time a violent hatred ſubſiſted be- 


' tween the two barons, which proceeded to ſuch lengths that both Stephen and Henry 
interpoſed, and after having obliged both parties to enter into covenants of pacifica- 


tion, made a counter- marriage between Maurice ſon of the Lord Berkeley, and Alice 
a daughter-of the Lord Durſley; and alſo between Robert the ſon and heir of the Lord 
Durſley, and Helena daughter of the Lord Berkeley. "Theſe marriages were cele- 


brated at Briſtol with great * and magnificence in che preſence both of Stephen 
and Henry. 


Robert lord of Berkeley founded the e of St. Auguſtine in Briſtol, (now 
the cathedral) in the year 1146,* and afterwards became a canon therein; he alſo 
repaired and enlarged the caſtle of Berkeley, which in the records of thoſe times is 
ſtiled the honour of Berkeley, and is ſaid to be the only caſtle in England, except that 
of Arundel, which till retains its feudal privileges. He took his ſeat as peer 1 Henry II. 
de Eſtmond, and of Godiva ſiſter of William 
the Conqueror) by whom he had four ſons and two daughters; he died 1170, aged 75. 
Maurice his ſecond ſon and ſucceſſor gave a thouſand marks to the King as a fine for 
the confirmation of his right to the honour of Berkeley. He was the firſt who took 
the name of Berkeley, and laid aſide that of Harding. He founded the hoſpital of 


Lowring, and that of the Holy Trinity at Longbridge in Glouceſterſhire. He died 


1 Ric. I. 1189, and was buried at Branford (Brentford) in Middlefex, leaving ſix ſons, 


Robert, Thomas, Maurice, William, Henry, and Richard; the two youngeſt of whom 
accompanied William King of Scotland on his return into that country after his im- 


priſonment in England, and became no anceſtors of many eminent families in Scotland, 
Ireland, and France. | 


s Over FR 3 * at t Briſtol i is the following $2 10D tun Rex Henricus Secundus & Dns Robertus _ 
filis Yerdyngi filii Regis Dacie huj? monaſterii primi funvatores extiterunt.” 


He began the building A. D. 1140, and ended the ſame 1146; Robert biſhop of Worceſter, Boniface bier 


of Exeter, Nicholas biſhop of Llandaff, and Gregory biſhop of St. Aſaph, dedicated the ſaid monaſtery, In 


it the founder was buried between the abbot and prior s cell at the entrance of the choir. 


f This Robert lord Berkeley was a great benefactor to the e e of St. Auguſtine. He alſo founded the 
hoſpital of St. Catherine in Bedminſter near Briſtol, and lies buried in the ſecond arch of the north aile in St. 
Auguſtine's. Thomas lord Berkeley, his brother, was alſo a great bene factor to the faid hofpital of St. Cathe- 


rine, and did . RENEE ERC reh altar, in the ſouth aile of 


St. Auguſtine's. 


© This ſaid Thomas lord Berkeley was the firſt of the family that a. his coat with the ten croſſes, whereas 


Robert 


before they bore — err ns be. IR tbe des oth 
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Robert the eldeſt ſon ſucceeded his father, and attended King John in his wars in 
France; but when that King by his exactions and oppreſſions drove the nobles into 
rebellion, he joined the other great barons of the realm, who took up arms, and extorted 
a confirmation of their rights and privileges by compelling John to ſign that charter 


vhich laid the firſt foundation of our civil liberty. When the King afterwards over- 


powered the barons, he was among thoſe whoſe eſtates were forfeited to the crown, 
which he did not recover till the ſubſequent reign, when in 1 Henry III. the whole 
was reſtored to him, except his caſtle of Berkeley, on his paying a fine of 966l. He 
married Juliana daughter of William de Portlarch, and niece to the Earl of Pembroke, 
protector to Henry III. but died without iſſue 4 Henry III. 1220, and was ſucceeded 
by his brother Thomas lord Berkeley, to whom the caſtle was reſtored 8 Henry III. 
From the augmentation in the arms of this lord, it ſeems probable that he was infected 
with the ſuperſtitious heroiſm which prevailed in that age of carrying arms againſt the 
infidels of the Holy Land: and this is the more probable, as one of his ſons was a 
knight-templar. He married Joan daughter of Ralph de Somery lord of Campden, 
and dying 28 Henry III. 1243, was ſucceeded by his fon Maurice“ lord Berkeley, who 
was at that time attending the King in the wars of Gaſcony. This Lord entertained 
King Henry III. at the caſtle of Berkeley, and attended the King in his wars againſt 
Llewellin ap Griffin prince of Wales; he alſo ſerved ſixteen times in perſon in the 
King's wars. He married Iſabel daughter of Edmund earl of Cornwall, fon of Richard 
earl of Poictou and Cornwall, King of the Romans and Emperor elect, who was 
brother of Henry III. King of England; but this alliance did not reſtrain him from 
Joining the other barons in their rebellion againſt the King, for which his lands were 
ſeized, but they were reſtored to him 55 Henry III. and he held them by the ſervice 
of three knights' fees. This lord, like moſt of his anceſtors, enriched the monaſtery of 
St. Auguſtine with great benefactions. He died 4 April 1281, 9 Edw. I. and was 
buried in that church. His eldeſt ſon Maurice being ſlain in a tournament at Kenel- 
worth, his property devolved on Thomas his ſecond ſon, who did homage to the King, 
and had livery of his lands the ſame year. This lord was one of the greateſt noblemen 
and braveſt ſoldier of his time; he lived in his caſtle of Berkeley with a princely mag- 
nificence, and had two hundred perſons in his train, under the different titles of knights, 


eſquires, yeomen, grooms, and pages. He was a principal actor in moſt of the battles 


in the reign of Edw. I. and for his ſervices under his grandfather Edmund earl of Corn- 
wall againſt the Welch, had a ſpecial grant to hunt in the King's foreſt of Mendip, and 
the chace of Kingſwood, and was acquitted of an hundred marks due to the King as a 
relief of his barony. In the year 1292, 20 Edw. I. he was appointed one of the com- 
miſſioners at the famous convention at Norham in Northumberland, to decide on the 
claims of the different competitors for the crown of Scotland; under the ſanction of 
which, the ſhadow of royalty was conferred by the ambitious Edward on the unfortunate 
John Baliol, and the independence of Scotland was from that inſtant annihilated. 


® This Maurice lord Berkeley in the life-time of his father ſealed wah ths ten croſſes, with a file of three 
points, by the name of Maurice ſonne of Thomas lord Berkeley. 


i The pay of an eſquire at that period was three-pence-halfpenny per diem, a horſe and two ſuits of ſurr d 
clothes, and three halfpence per diem for a boy to attend him. 
| n 
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In the year 1292 Lord Berkeley was appointed embaſſador to treat of a truce 
with the King of France, and the year following was made conſtable of England. 
35 Edw. I. he went embaſſador to the Pope. 1 Edw. II. he marched againſt Robert 
Bruce, who taking advantage of the King's imbecility, and of the diſſentions of the 
barons, had aſſumed the title of King of Scotland; and in 1314 he was ſummoned to 
Join the whole military force of England to the number of one hundred thouſand men, 
which Edward led in perſon to the frontiers of Scotland, where Robert Bruce, with 
an army conſiſting of only thirty thouſand, marched out to oppoſe them, and totally 
_ defeated the Engliſh army in the fatal battle of Bannockburn. According to the Scots 
hiſtorians fifty thouſand men were left dead on the field of battle, among whom was 
the Duke of Glouceſter nephew to the King, with many other great lords, and ſeven 
hundred knights. The Lord Berkeley was among the priſoners, and found in Robert 
a generous and humane conqueror. After a ſhort time he was reſtored to his liberty 
on paying a conſiderable fine for his ranſom. In 1321 he joined with the other great 
lords of the kingdom in their oppoſition to the unfortunate and miſguided Edward, 
but died on the 23d of July in that year, and was buried in the abbey of St. Auguſtine, 
to which, and to the monks of Kingſwood, he had been a great benefactor. He mar- 
ried Joan the daughter of William de Ferrers earl of Derby. From his ſecond ſon Sir 
Thomas Berkeley are EEE the Berkeleys* of Wymondham in Leiceſterſhire. 


His ſucceſſor Maurice had hem ſummoned as a baron to parliament in his father's 
life-time; he had alſo been appointed governor of Glouceſter, and was governor of 
Berwick in the 8th of Edw. II. when the ſuperiority of the Scots made that command 
the moſt dangerous and difficult of any in the kingdom. He raiſed in his own neigh- 
bourhood, and in South-W ales, of which he was juſticiary, thirteen hundred men for 
the King's ſervice, commanded by his two ſons Thomas and Maurice. At the time of 
his father's death he reſided in the dutchy of Aquitaine, of which he was high ſteward, 
and on his return joined with the other barons in a conſpiracy to overthrow the Spencers, 
(the favourites of Edward) whoſe lands they laid waſte, and in the enſuing parliament 
procured a ſentence of perpetual exile and forfeiture againſt them. But the year fol- 
lowing, the King, having gained an advantage over the barons, recalled the Spencers, 
and declared their opponents traitors. The Lord Berkeley was ſeized, all his eſtates 
confiſcated, and himſelf committed a priſoner to the caſtle of Wallingford, where he 

died, and was buried 19 Edw. II. 1326; but his body was removed to St. Auguſtine's 
abbey on the reſtoration of his family. He married Eve daughter of Eudo lord le 
Zouch, by whom he had iſſue Thomas, Maurice, John,” Eudo, and Peter, who were 
both in orders. By his ſecond wife Iſabel, daughter of Gilbert de Clare earl of Glou- 
ceſter and Hertford, he had no iflue. 


Thomas his eldeſt ſon was impriſoned together with his father, and was not releaſed 
till the fortunes of the King ſunk before the forces of the Queen and Mortimer. His 


k The Berkeleys of Wymondham bore cinqueſoils in their arms inſtead of croſſes. 
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lands were reſtored to him in the firſt year of King Edw. III. and the depoſed King 
was committed priſoner to his cuſtody, but being ſuſpected of treating him with more 
gentleneſs than was agreeable to the ſavage mind of the Queen and her paramour, 
and not deemed an inftrument fit to be truſted with the bloody purpoſe they medi- 
tated; he was commanded to deliver up the cuſtody of his caſtle and royal priſoner to 


John lord Maltravers and Thomas Gournay, by whom the murder was perpetrated 
with circumſtances of the moſt horrid cruelty. 


This lord lived with greater magnificence than any of his anceſtors; he attended 
Edw. III. in moſt of his wars, was pftſent at the battle of Creſſy, and at the taking of 
Calais, and was one of the chief commanders at the glorious battle of Poictiers, where 
he took ſo many priſoners, that with their ranſom he built the caſtle of Beverſtone. He 
died 35 Edw. III. 1361, and was buried at Berkeley. His firſt wife was Margaret 
daughter of Roger Mortimer earl of March. He left ſeveral ſons, from the eldeſt of 
whom, Maurice, the preſent Earl of Berkeley is deſcended. 


Sir Maurice Berkeley, the ſecond' ſon of the laſt Lord Maurice, took part with his 
father and elder brother againſt the Spencers, and during his father's impriſonment 
ravaged their lands, for which his property was ſeized by Edw. II. but was reſtored by 
his ſucceſſor, who rewarded him with a grant of Stoke-Gifford, and ſeveral other ma- 
nors in the counties of Glouceſter, Wilts, and Somerſet, which had been forfeited by the 
rebellion of John Gifford, and the next year 12 Edw. III. the King conferred on him 
the caſtle and manor of Brimpsfield forfeited by the attainder of John de Maltravers. 
He was a partaker with Edward the Black Prince in moſt of the victories in France; 
nor was he ſatisfied with the fame of a warrior alone, but diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his 
{kill and pre-eminence in thoſe martial pageants which nnen the gallantry, and 
tended to the refinement, of the age in which he lived, | 


15 Edw. III. a tournament was proclaimed by the King to celebrate the birth of 
his ſon Edmund of Langley, in which the Earl of Hainavlt and ſeveral other foreign 

noblemen entered the liſts, and Sir Maurice diſtinguiſhed himſelf there ſo much for his 
proweſs and valour, that Edward conferred on him the dignity of a Fight banneret, 

the moſt honourable badge of military merit. 


He was two years afterwards joined in commiſſion with the Earl of Lancaſter, to 
treat with the commiſſioners of the King of France, touching Edward's right to the 
crown of that realm, which was debated in the preſence of the Pope and ſeveral 
Cardinals at Avignon. But Edward put an end to the treaty by breaking the truce, 
to which the neceſſity of his affairs had obliged him to ſubmit; and the battle of 
Creſſy, in which Maurice® had a command, crowned his arms with victory. His next 
exploit was an attack upon Calais, where the length of the. ſiege proved fatal to many 
officers of diſtinction, and among others to Sir Maurice Berkeley, who ended his lite 


He bore ermine on his chevron for diſtinction. 


* This Maurice had in his train 6 knights, 32 eſquires, 30 archers on horſeback, and 200 on foot. The pay 


of a knight banneret in thoſe days was 48. per diem, of a knight 28. of an eſquire 18. and 9. 
and his horſe 6d, 
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in the camp before Fa place, on the 12th of Feb. 1347. Edward, ever ready to 
reward merit, and ſenſible of the ſervices of the father, conferred on his ſon Sir Thomas 
Berkeley (who though very young, was preſent at the ſiege) a grant of the profits of 


his wardſhip, and of his lands and marriage; and this he did on the third day after his 
father's death. 


Sir Thomas Berkeley of Stoke ſerved under Edward the Black Prince, and fought 
by his ſide at the memorable battle of Poictiers. 31 Edw. III. he was returned 
knight of the ſhire for the county of Glouceſter, and died 35 Edw. III. at the age of 
thirty, leaving his ſon Maurice an infant. He married Catherine daughter and coheir 


of John the ſecond Lord Botetourt, whoſe grandfather was ſummoned to * 
33 Edw. I. 


Maurice ſerved in the French wars under John duke of Britanny, on which account 
he was knighted by Ric. II. and repreſented the county of Glouceſter in the parliament 
held 15 of that King. He died 2 Henry.IV. 1401, leaving his wife Joan, daughter 


of Sir John Dinham, pregnant with a ſon, of which ſhe was afterwards delivered, whoſe 
name was alſo Maurice. 
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This Maurice was knighted when he came of age, and ſued out livery of his lands 
in fix counties, in the firſt year of Henry VI. after a wardſhip of twenty-one years. He 
afterwards ſerved under the Duke of Bedford regent of France; he alſo repreſented 
Glouceſterſhire, and inherited the caſtle of Weley from the Lord Botetourt. He died 
4 Edw. IV. leaving iſſue, by Helena daughter of Sir William Montford, Catherine, 
married to the ſon of Maurice lord Berkeley; and William, who was made a knight of 
the Bath at the coronation of Ric. III. This Sir William was actively concerned in 
the various events of thoſe turbulent times, and having fought on the fide of Richard 
at the battle of Boſworth-field, he- was attainted 1 Henry VII. but was reſtored the 
ich, and died the 16th of Henry VII. He married Anne daughter of Humphrey 
Stafford. His fon Richard ſucceeded to his fortune; he died 5 Henry VIII. having 
married Elizabeth the daughter of Sir Humphrey Coningſby, knt. (one of the juſtices 
of the King's-bench) by whom he had iſſue Sir John and Sir Maurice Berkeley. 


From Sir John Berkeley was deſcended Norborne Berkeley, eſq; of Stoke-Gifford, 
who 4 Geo. III. claimed the barony of Botetourt, as, heir to his anceſtor John lord 
otetourt, which claim was allowed by parliament, and he took his ſeat in 1764; but 
ying without iſſue in 1776, the.name of Berkeley became extinct in that branch, and 
the barony deſcended to his ſiſter Elizabeth Ducheſs dowager of Beaufort. 


Sir Maurice Berkeley, the ſecond ſon, was ſtandard-bearer to Henry VIII. Ede. VI. 
and Queen Elizabeth. His laſt will bears date at Brewton on the 10th of Feb. 158 1, 
in which he bequeaths to Elizabeth his ſecond wife, daughter of Anthony Sandys of 

Kent, eſq; his manor of Brewton for life, and makes his eldeſt ſon ſole executor. His 
firſt wife was Catherine daughter of William Blount lord Montjoy, and ſole heireſs of 
Charles Blount the laſt Lord Montjoy, created Earl of Devonſhire in 1603. He was 
ſucceeded by his eldeſt ſon Sir Henry Berkeley, of Brewton, knighted by Queen 
Elizabeth in 158 5, who married Margaret daughter of William Liggon, of Staffordſhire, 


eſq; 
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eſq; by whom he had three ſons, viz. Sir Maurice, Sir Henry, (from whom deſcended 
the Berkeleys of Yarlington, which branch is now extin&) and Sir Edward Berkeley. 


Sir Maurice, who was knighted by the Earl of Eſſex in the expedition againſt Cadiz, 
died in 1617, and by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Killigrew, left five ſons, 
all knights, the eldeſt of whom, Sir Charles, was on the King's reſtoration ſworn of the 
privy council, and made treafurer of the houſhold; and on the death of his ſecond ſon 
Charles, (who, for his great ſervices to the King during his exile, was created Baron 
Berkeley of Rathdown, and Viſcount Fitzharding, and afterwards Baron Botetourt and 
Earl of Falmouth) he became Baron Berkeley and Viſcount Fitzharding, according to 
a limitation in the patent of creation, which titles deſcended to his ſons Maurice and 
John in ſucceſſion, who both died without iſſue male. 


Charles Berkeley, earl of Falmouth, was keeper of the privy purſe, and colonel of a 
regiment of guards, He fought on board the Duke of York's ſhip in that bloody 
engagement which happened in 1665, and was killed by his fide. His death is ſup- 
poſed by Biſhop Burnet to have ſtruck James with a panick, which ſaved the Dutch 
+ fleet, and left the victory undecided. He and his two brothers all dying without iſſue 
male, their property reverted to their uncle Sir John Berkeley, (for an account of 
whoſe life the reader is referred to Lord Clarendon and the other authors who have 
written the hiſtory of the rebellion, in which he ſerved his royal maſter with courage, 
honour, and integrity. The defence of the Weſt was committed to him, together with 
the Marquis of Hertford, and Sir Ralph (afterwards Lord) Hopton; and it was owing 
to their exertions that the King's cauſe was ſupported in the Wet, after he had been 
abandoned by all other parts of the kingdom. Nor would the King have ever fallen 
into the hands of his enemies, had not the raſhneſs of Mr. Aſhburnham defeated the 
plan which Sir John Berkeley had laid for his eſcape. Charles II. rewarded his ſer- 
vices by creating him Baron Berkeley? of Stratton, (from the battle of Stratton-Moor, 
which he had gained over the rebels) by letters patent dated at Bruxelles, May 19, 
1658. In 1669, he went as Lord Lieutenant to Ireland; in 1675 was ambaſſador to 


France, and died in 1678. From this Lord was deſcended the laſt Lord Berkeley of 


Stratton, who, dying without iſſue, left the abbey of Brewton and a great part of his 
property to the Earl Berkeley, in order (as he expreſſed it) to ſupport the ancient 
ſtock of the family. 


From Sir Edward Berkeley, uncle of Sir John, and third ſon of Sir Henry, i is de- 
ſcended the only remaining branch of the Berkeleys of Brewton, of which we are now 


about to ſpeak. 


Sir Edward married Margaret daughter of John Holland, of Suſſex, eſq; whoſe 
anceſtor Thomas Holland earl of Kent married Joan the fair, grandaughter of Edw. I. 


It is curious to obſerve the different characters given of this nobleman by Lord Clarendon and Biſhop Burnet; 
the former, (whoſe veracity and candour have been acknowledged by his greateſt enemies) though profeſſedly at 
variance with Lord Berkeley, does him that juſtice which his ſervices and abilities deferved ; while the latter, 
whoſe judgment was always biaſſed by his political prejudices, and whoſe credit as an hiſtorian does not ſtand 
unimpeached, takes every occaſion of ſpeaking ill of him, and of putting a bad conſtruction on all his actions; 
and is abſurd enough in his rancour even to refuſe him the credit of being well deſcended; nor does he confine 
his cenſures to this Lord AB but vilifies with equal ſpleen all of that name who appear in his hiſtory. 
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and afterwards wife of Edward the Black Prince. He was knighted in the firſt year of 
Cha. I. 1625. He built the manſion-houſe of Pylle in this county, where he reſided, 
and poſſeſſed a conſiderable property. He died in 1654. 


His ſon Edward Berkeley, of Pylle, eſq; married Philippa daughter of George Speke, 
eſq; of Whitelackington, and died in 1669, leaving iſſue Edward, who married 
Elizabeth daughter of John Ryves, of Ranſton in Dorſet, eſq; by whom he had iſſue 


two ſons, Maurice and William. 


Maurice commanded a regiment of the militia of this county at the battle of King's- 
Sedgmoor, when the Duke of Monmouth was defeated. He died without iflue in 
1717, and deviſed his eſtates by will to his brother William Berkeley, of Pylle, who 
ſucceeded afterwards to the fortune, and took the name of Portman, as was before 
related. He reſided alternately at his three ſeats of Orchard-Portman; Pylle, (at which 
he died in 1737) and Bryanſton. On the 8th of Jan. 1708, he married Anne only 
daughter of Sir Edward Seymour, of Bury-Pomeroy, bart. by whom he had iſſue 
Henry-William Berkeley Portman, who inherited the Portman property; Edward 
Berkeley, who took the Berkeley eſtates, and married Anne daughter of Thomas Ryves, 
of Ranſton, eſq; by whom he had two daughters; and Lætitia (who held the Berkeley 
eſtates and the manſion-houſe at Pylle for her life after the death of Edward in 1774) 
married to the Hon. Sir John Burland, knt.* of Steyning in this county, one of the 
barons of the exchequer, by whom ſhe had one ſon. 


Sir Edward Seymour” their maternal anceſtor was ſpeaker of the Houſe of Commons, 
and comptroller of the houſhold to Queen Anne, and was one of the principal inſtru- 
ments of the revolution. He was the eldeſt male deſcendant of Edward Seymour the 
firſt Duke of Somerſet, (lord protector of England, and uncle to Edward VI.) whoſe 
honours being ſettled on the iſſue of his ſecond wife, continued in that branch of the 
family until the year 1749, when by the death of Algernon duke of Somerſet' without 
iſſue male, the titles of Duke of Somerſet and Baron Seymour devolved, by virtue of 


. the remainder in the original patent, on Sir Edward Seymour, bart. grandſon of the 


above Sir Edward, whoſe ſon now enjoys them. 


The above Sir Edward Seymour married for his ſecond: wife Lætitia daughter of 
Alexander Popham, of Littlecot, eſq; by whom he had Mrs. Berkeley Portman, and 


Francis, created Baron Conway by Queen Anne in 8. father of the preſent Earl 


of Hertford. 


Henry William, eldeſt ſon of William Berkeley Portman, eſq; married Anne 


daughter of Thomas Fytche, of High-Hall in Dorſetſhire, eſq; who digd and was buried 
at Bryanſton in 1761, aged 52. ; 


For an account of whoſe family ſe Steyning in Stoke-Courcy, vol. 3. p. 256, 257. 
He brought the habeas corpus act into the Houſe of Commons. 


* Charles Seymour duke of Somerſet, father of Algernon, married the heireſs of Jocelyn Percy the laſt Earl 
of Northumberland, in whoſe right he inherited the Baronies of Percy, Lucy, Poynings, Fitz-Payne, Bryan, 


and Latimer, which on the death of Algernon deſcended to ue 2 Elizabeth, married to Sir Hugh 
Smythſon, created Duke of Northumberland. | H 
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He was ſucceeded by his only ſon Henry William Berkeley Portman, eſq; born in 
1738, who now reſides at Bryanſton in Dorſetſhire. He inherited the Portman eſtates 
from his father, and ſucceeded to the family eſtate of Pylle on the death of his aunt 
Lady Burland. He married Anne daughter of William Wyndham, of Dinton, in 
the county of Wilts, eſq; by whom he has iſſue two ſons, Henry William, now on his 
travels abroad, Edward Berkeley, a fellow commoner of St. John's college, Cam- 
bridge, and three daughters, Anne, Harriot, and Wyndham, all living. 


The family of Berkeley is deſcended from the blood-royal of Denmark, by Harding 
their firſt anceſtor; from the Dukes of Normandy, by Eve wife of Robert Fitzharding; 
from the ancient Saxons, by Alice daughter of the Lord of Durſley; and from the 
Kings of England, by Iſabel daughter of Edmund earl of Cornwall. 

Southeaſtward from Orchard ſtands the hamlet of HEALxE. 


The benefice of Orchard-Portman is rectorial in the deanery of Taunton, and in 


the patronage of Henry William Portman, eſq. The Rev. William Draper is the 
preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Michael, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, ſo uth aile, 
and an embattled tower containing four bells. | 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are annually four, the burials two. 


„ ER 0D 


 TES at the very ſouthernmoſt extremity of the hundred, under the ſlope of Black- 

4 down, on the borders of Devonſhire. The country here is rough and hilly, but 
has ſome good land, which is moſtly arable. A great deal is common land, covered 
with furze and heath, and full of coarſe yellow and reddiſh flints. In ſome parts which 
are boggy are found curious moſſes. On the north ſide of the pariſh, from the brow 
of Blackdown, is an extenſive proſpect over the whole of Taunton-Dean, the country 
as far as Dunſter, the Quantock-hills, the moors. round Bridgwater, the Welch moun- 
tains, and the inland parts eaſtward up to Glaſtonbury, bounded by the Mendip hills. 
The number of houſes in this pariſh is forty (moſt of them ſmall farms) and of 


inhabitants about two hundred, The houſes are meanly built, and ſtand fingly about 
the pariſh, 


The river Oter or Otter, riſing in this pariſh, gives its name © thereto, and traverſing 
the county of Devon, diſcharges its waters at Ottermouth into the Britiſh ſea, The 
more ancient name of the village was ſimply Ford, and there was a family thus called, 


who were formerly tenants under the biſhoprick of Wincheſter, to which the manor 
of Otterford, unnoted in the Norman ſurvey, ſtill belongs. 


The living is a curacy in the deanery of Taunton; it was formerly appropriated to 
the priory there. 
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The church is dedicated to St. Leonard, and is a a ſmall building of one pace, with a 
tower at the weſt end containing four bells. 


« Mr. John Booles, of this pariſh, who died Feb. 2, 1769, gave gol. to the miniſter, 
churchwardens, and overſeers for the time being, that they and their ſucceſſors might 


apply the intereſt thereof every year to the teaching ſix poor children of fix poor fami- 
lies of the ſame pariſh to read, 


PITMINSTER, anciently PIPEMINSTRE, 


S ſituated northward from Otterford towards Taunton, and compriſes the . 
hamlets, viz. 


I. BLAGDoN, in which are forty-ſeven houſes. i 

2. Lricn, fifty-ſeven houſes. 

3. Ful rod, twenty-three houſes. 

4. TRENDLE, thirty houſes. 

5. DupDLEsTONE, twenty-eight houſes. | 
In the village of Pitminſter are thirty-eight houſes, 

In the whole about two hundred and forty dwellings, and one thouſand and thirty- 
ſix inhabitants. | 


This manor, known by the name of Pippeſmenſtre, was given by King Hardicnute 
to the church of Wincheſter." 


te The ſame Biſhop holds PiyzminsTRE. Stigand held it, and gelded for fifteen 
« hides. The arable is twenty carucates. Thereof are in demeſne five hides, and 
< there are two carucates, and ſeventeen villanes, and eight cottagers, with twelve 
ce ploughs. There are fix acres of meadow, and four hundred acres of paſture, and as 


many acres of wood. It was worth thirteen pounds, now ſixteen pounds. 


The manor ſtill continues in the biſhoprick. 


Bracpon, or Blackdown, was alſo parcel of the poſſeſſions of the church of Win- 
cheſter, and is thus deſcribed in the Norman furvey: ; 


ce The ſame Biſhop holds BL.zpone. It was formerly and is now applied to the uſe 

ce of the refectory of the monaſtery. In the time of King Edward it gelded for fifteen 

ec hides. The arable is ſeventeen carucates. Thereof are in demeſne ten hides, and 
< there are three carucates, and eight ſervants, and ſixteen villanes, and ten cottagers, 

with eleven ploughs. There are fifty acres of meadow, and paſture one mile long, 

e and half a mile broad. It was and is worth fifteen pounds, 


* Mon, Angl, i. 979. Lib. Domeſday. 
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Of theſe ten hides Saulf holds of the Biſhop one hide, and has there one plough, 
ce with one ſervant, and one cottager, and ſixteen acres of meadow, and one acre of 
te coppice-wood. It is worth twenty ſhillings.”* 


It continued in the biſhoprick till the time of Henry I. when Biſhop William Giffard 
gave it to the priory of Taunton. The priors had a ſeat here, and a park which till 
retains their name. There is alſo on the ſlope of the hill a wood, of nearly one hun- 
dred and twenty acres, called Prior's Park Mood, in which are a great number of very 
fine large oaks. After the diſſolution of that monaſtery the manor of Blagdon, the 
grange of Barton, the rectory and advowſon of Pitminſter, Corfe, and Trull; the manor 
of Middlecot, and parcels of land in Orchard, Trull, Pitminſter, and Corfe, and tene- 
ments in Cathanger in the pariſh of Stoke-Courcy, all belonging to the ſaid priory, 
were granted by Henry VIII. in the 34th year of his reign to Humphrey Colles, eſq.* 


This gentleman made Barton his principal ſeat, and ſerved the office of ſheriff for this 


county 4 and 5 Phil. and Mary. He was ſucceeded by John Colles, eſq; who married 
Anne the daughter of Sir John Thynne, knt. and had iſſue John Colles, eſq; who was 
ſheriff of this county 21 Eliz. He married Elizabeth daughter and heir of Humphrey 
Wyndham, eſq; by whom he left three daughters, his coheirs, viz. Anne wife of Sir 
William Portman, Margaret wife of Sir Gerard Napier, of Middlemarſh in the county 
of Dorſet; and Elizabeth the wife of John Coventry, eſq; eldeſt ſon of Thomas lord 


Coventry, lord keeper of the great ſeal of England in the time of Cha. I. by Elizabeth 


his ſecond wife, daughter of John Alderſey, of Spurſtow in the county of Cheſter, eſq. 
This eſtate of Barton became the purparty of the }faid John Coventry, who added to, 
or built a noble ſeat here, It afterwards became the property of Smart Goodenough, 

eſq; who was ſheriff for this county, and lived here with great honour and reputation 
both to himſelf and his country many years. He died about the year 1720, when this 
eſtate came to William Earle, eſq; ſerjeant at law, who married a daughter and coheir 
of the ſaid Mr. Goodenough, and who at his death left this manor of Blagdon, Barton, 


or grange of Barton, and other eſtates in Pitminſter, to his ſon Goodenough Earle, 
eſq; in which name it ſtill continues. 


Divers other families of note have their reſidence in this rn as William Hawker, 
Thomas Welman, and John Mallack, eſqrs. 


PouND1SFORD is one of the five ſubdiviſions of the hundred of Taunton-Dean. 
Here was a chapel, as there was alſo at Trendle.* 


The church of Pitminſter was appropriated to the priory of Taunton by Henry hs 
Blois biſhop of Wincheſter in the time of King Stephen, and in 1292 was valued at 
thirty-two marks,” The prior and convent preſented alſo to the vicarage, which was 
at the ſame time valued at fix marks and a half. The living is a vicarage in the 
deanery of Taunton, and in the gift of Goodenough Earle, eſq. The Rev. Thomas 
Wyndham Goodwyn is the preſent incumbent. | 


The church is dedicated to St. Andrew and St. Mary, and is a light handſome 
Gothick ſtructure, eighty- eight feet long, and forty feet wide, conſiſting of a nave, 
chancel, and two fide ailes. At the weſt end is a tower of an octagonal form, ſur- 
_ © Lib, Domeſday, * Pat. 34 Hen. VIII. p. 11. * See page 237. * Taxat. Spiritual, * Ibid. 

mounted 
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mounted by a neat ſpire. The preſent church is not ancient, having been raiſed on 


the ruins of a very old one ſuppoſed to have been built in Saxon times, the name of the 
village indicating ſuch an edifice exiſting at that early period, 


At the eaſt end of the chancel is a large handſome tomb of alabaſter, having a cir- 
cular arched canopy divided into ſquare compartments, coloured blue, with gilt roſes | 
in the centres. On this tomb lies a man in compleat armour, with his lady by his 
ſide, On the front are three boys and three girls kneeling on cuſhions, and between 
them is a black tablet with this inſcription: 


« Johanni Coles, armigero, pacis conſervatori integerrimo, ac in agro Somerſetenſi 
loci tenentis deputato celeberrimo; viro ornatiſſimo; ac Anne uxori ſuz pyſſime pla- 


cidiſſimæ; Johannis Thynne, de prenobili ſtirpe Botevillorum, equitis aurati illuſtriſ- 


ſimi, filiæ: parentibus chariſſimis hic inſimul conſopitis. Johannes Coles, armiger, 
corporum, virtutum ac terrarum, hæres mæſtiſſimus, hoc qualecunq; amoris ergo (proh 
dolor) poſuit. 


e To earth and ſtones confinde, eache by eache other, 
Lies here a huſband, father, wife, and mother; 
Yet all but one, as man and wife are one, 
Hymen and love make perfect union. 

They lyvde, they lovde, they dyed, and nowe behold! 
One tombe holdes both, whom erſt one bedd did hold. 
Tho' men imagine they are dead and gone, 

They ſhall out-live this monument of ſtone. 

Eternal night, ſhort daye, ſhort night, and then 
Eternal daye ſhutts in the courſe of men. 

Whoe from vaſte nothinge, as from death proceedinge, 
Live, die, and live, and death and life ſucceedinge. 
Before, .in after time, our richeſt treaſure 

Are uniformde in number, weight, and meaſure. 

Thus Gop hath man and all man's changes framde 

By juſt proportion lawe eternall namde. 

| Yet this the bodye only comprehends, 

Whoſe weaker fabricke both begins and ends. 
The divine ſoul's reſultinge ſubſtance flies 
On angel's wings to heav'n and never dies. 


On the ſouth ſide of the chancel is another large and handſome tomb of alabaſter, on 
which are the effigies of a man in armour, and his lady by his ſide, On the ſide of the 
tomb are four children kneeling on cuſhions. Above is this inſcription: 


Be wee followers of John Colles, of Barton in the countie of Somerſet, eſq; and in 


commiſſion for the peace there; whoe by his wife Elizabeth, daughter and heyre to 


Humferie Windham, eſq; had iſſue one ſonne, John, (who dyed an infant) and fower 
daughters, Elizabeth, Margeret, Anne, and Dorothie, He died aged forty-five yeers, 


&« This 


Sept. 3, A. Dom. 1627. 


N - _— ww 
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a This Holy Gooſte tempel, reſolved to duſte, 
Shewes whither all human perfection muſt. 
Hee that reſolv'd it will theſe ruins rayſe 

f To far more beauty and eternal dayes. 

85 This ſtructure ſnewes the model of much grace, 
Which the architect did in that fair pile place. 

| The tenant ſowle dwells with her landlord, till 

F He reare her howſe, and covenants all fullfill. 
The quenched Colles ſhall quenchleſs heate reſume, 
To rayſe from love's incenſe prayſe b 


On another tablet: 
te And view the excellences of the ſaid Elizabeth the only wife and wife only of the 
ſaid John Colles, who living his ſorrowful widdow ſeaven yeares, and having carefully 
and plentifully provided for all her daughters, (whereof the youngeſt cut off her mo- 
therly i intentions in her untimely death) living a fit example of virtuous and conſtant 
piety, with the ſame fame departed, aged 48, A. D. 1634. 


ce The mirror of her ſex throughout her life, 
Borne a rich heire, a mayd admired, a wife 
Beyond example; in her children bleſt, | 
Who ſucking goodneſs from her virtuous breſt, 
Spake her a joyous mother; pyetie 
{ Gave inward beauty, to her charitye 

An outward luſtre ; mind and body faire 
Made in this happy faint a glorious paire. 
This monument her fame, this ground her duſt 
Preſerves; her ſoule 's enthron'd among the juſt.” 


On the Gude fide of the chancel is another tomb, with an effigy of a man lying 


thereon, 


One of the ailes in this FAY is called Poundisford aile, 1 was the n of 
the family of Hill, who had that manor during its ſequeſtration from the biſhoprick. 
of Wincheſter, | 


RIMPTON, 
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11 N. 


HIS pariſh lies detached, and at a great diſtance from the other parts of the hun- 
dred, being ſix miles northeaſt from Yeovil, and about two northweſt from 
Sherborne in Dorſetſhire. The reaſon of this ſpot being annexed to the hundred of 
Taunton, is, that the manor has been from very ancient time part of the eſtate of the 
biſhoprick of Wincheſter, and the tenants were formerly bound to do their ſuit at the 
Biſhop's court in Taunton. It has this deſcription in the Norman record: 


« The ſame Biſhop holds RinTons. Stigand held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for five hides. The arable is five carucates. Thereof are in demeſne 
ee two hides, and one virgate and a half of land, and there are three carucates, and two 
« ſervants, and eight villanes, and ſeven cottagers, with three ploughs. There are ten 
« acres of meadow. Wood four furlongs long, and one furlong broad. It was and is 
« worth ſeven pounds.“ 


In which biſhoprick of Wincheſter does this manor remain veſted to this day. 


The benefice, which is rectorial and in the deanery of Marſton, was valued in 1292 
at eighteen marks. The Biſhop of Wincheſter is patron, and the Rev. Francis Crane 
Parſons the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and is a ſmall Gothick Gains; conſiſting 


. of a nave, chancel, and ſouth aile; at the weſt end is an embattled tower containing 


three bells. 


This pariſh has five donations of 51. each, the intereſt of which is annually paid to 
the ſecond poor, at the diſcretion of the miniſter, churchwardens and overſcers. 


The annual average of chriſtenings is ſix, the burials three. 
There is a ſmall hamlet in this pariſh called Wooprovss, conſiſting of three houſes, 


* Lib. Domeſday, Tant. Spiritual. 


| | 1 
RU IS HT O N, or RIS T O N, 


S three miles eaſt from Taunton, on the river Tone which divides this pariſh from 
Monkton and Creech St. Michael, and has over it a county bridge. The whole 


pariſh contains about one thouſand acres, and the lands are nearly equally divided 
betmeen paſture and tillage. 


A mile ſoutheaſt of the church is the tithing of HExLADE, in which is the ſeat of 
Robert Proctor Anderdon, eſq; very pleaſantly ſituated near the turnpike-road from 
Taunton to London, by way of Saliſbury. 

| | The 
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The pariſh of Ruiſhton is part of the manor of Taunton-Dean, being cuſtomary lands 


of inheritance held under the Biſhop of Wincheſter ; on which account it is not parti- 
cularly noted in the Conqueror's ſurvey. 


With regard to eccleſiaſtical matters, it was anciently dependant on o the church of St. 
Mary Magdalen in Taunton; but is now a CUIBOs of which the Rev. George Davis is. 
the preſent incumbent. 


The church (dedicated to st. PROG is a ſmall, but venerable ancient edifice, con- 
fiſting of a nave, chancel, and ſouth aile, all covered with tile. At the weſt end is an 
old tower fifty- ſix feet high, embelliſhed. with many Gothick pinnacles at the angles; 
but the top is quite plain, and apparently never finiſhed. according to the original plan. 
This tower contains a clock and three bells. The font is very ancient, lined with lead, 
and ſupported by five Gothick IOW The ſouth alle 1 is * property of Robert Proctor 
Anderdon, eſq. 


This church contains no inſcriptions of any conſequence; butt in the church-yard are 
two.tombs and a head-ſtone to the memory of many branches of the family of Proctor, 
the'oldeſt infcription being to the memory of on Ens who died + Js 21, 1621. 
Near the tombs is the family vault. th 


Here are the remains of an old ſtone croſs. 


25 


S T AF L E GR OU E. 


HIS alſo is a member of the manor of Taunton, and was a pn thereto, till 

erected into a diſtin pariſh in the year 1554. It is ſituated on the weſt ſide of 

Taunton, and 1s divided into two tithings, STAPLEGROVE: and WHITEMORx, the laſt 
being a hamlet half a mile eaſtward from the pariſh church, containing five houſes. 


A mile towards the northeaſt is FILLY-STREET, another hamlet, containing 11 houſes. 


In Staplegrove are two mills, one of which is turned by a ſtream which has, its riſe at 
Crowcombe, and after paſſing "ooh this pariſh, falls into the river. Tone. This. 


ſtream parts the pariſh of Staplegrove from that of Norton-Fitzwarren, and croſſes the 


turnpike-road to Milverton, under a ſtone bridge of two arches. Another rivulet riſing 
at Heſtercombe turns the other mill here, and empties itſelf into the Tone near Taunton 
bridge. A conſiderable quantity of flax is raiſed in this pariſh, and the lands are chiefly 
arable. Here is a great deal of white popple, and brown grit ſtone, and this part of 
the country abounds alſo with a coarſe brown agate. 


The priors of Taunton had in this place a ſmall grange with a cell or e which 
laſt is ſtill ſtanding at the ſouthweſt corner of the church- yard. 


To the northeaſt of Staplegrove, but in the pariſh of Taunton St.. James, is 
PyRLAND, the ſeat of Sir Willam Yea, brat, who is deſcended from David Yea, of 
Vor. III. 91 Sturminſter- 
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Sturminſter-Marſhal in the county of Dorſet, eſq; who married Urſula daughter of 
Edward Hobbes, of Brompton-Ralph and r at. this county, eſq; by en 
he had iſſue one ſon, 


David Yea, of Oakhampton and Eon. Reel, eſq; who! was high-ſheriff for this 
county. | He married Dorothy, youngeſt daughter and coheir of William Lacy, of 
Hartrow and Elworthy, eſq; and had iſſue one 1 David, and three 3 e 
Jenny, and Dorothy. 


David only ſon of che ſaid David Yea; eſq; ſerved the office of high Aheriff 1 this 
county, and was one of his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace for the ſame. He married 
Joan daughter and heir of Nathaniel Brewer, of Tolland, eſq; deſcended from the 
Brewers of Chard in this county. They had iſſue four ſons and five daughters, viz. 
David, the eldeſt, who died in December 1758; Thomas, the ſecond, who died un- 
married; William, the third, who ſucceeded to the eſtate; and Robert, who died an 
infant. The daughters“ names were, Mary, Dorothy, Jenny, Betty, and Sally. 


William, the third and only ſurviving ſon of David Yea, eſq; was created a — * | 
June 18, 17 59, 33 Geo. II. he ſerved the office of high-ſheriff in £760, and is one of his 
Majeſty's juſtices of the peace for this county. He married Julia eldeſt daughter of 
Sir George Trevelyan, of Nettlecombe, bart. by whom he has ſeveral children. His 
arms are, Quarterly, 1. Vert, a ram paſſant, argent. 2. Gules, two rams wavy ermine. 
3. Gules, two bends wavy or, a chief vaire. 4. As the firſt, : 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Taunton. The late Rev. James Minifie 
was both patron and incumbent. | 


The church conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and two ſide ailes, with a ſmall plain tower at 
the weſt end of the ſouth aile containing five bells. This aile and tower ſeem to have 
been the original-church, the poke Part TO: in a different ſtile of wig: and 
evidently more modern. 

On the north ſide of the nave is a neat mural monument of white marble 8 
4 Propter hunc parietem cineres reponuntur Jacobi Minifie, hujus 3 olim 
Fitzwarren, — 5 ex qui relictis tribus poſt ſe liberis; obijt anno ætatis 69, ſalutis 
1725.” Arms, Vert, a chevron or, between three annulets ar gent; impaling urgent, a 
e Joe in baſe, in chief three yew-trees proper. 
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HIS ſmall pariſh lies three miles nearly fouth from Taunton, in a very pleaſant 
ſituation, under the weſtern ridge of a eee a fine wood. 
There are two hamlets, viz. 


1. SToxe-HiLL, containing fix houſes. 


2. BROUOHTOx, one mile and a half fouthweſt from the church, in which are 
three houſes. 


This place was anciently written Stocks, and it was one of thoſe which did all the 
cuſtomary ſervices to the manor of Taunton, which are recited in the account of that 
extenſive lordſhip, except that of ſending men to the army with the vaſſals of the 
Biſhop of Wincheſter. Why it was exempt from this ſeryice does not appear ; per- 
haps the place was nearly in a manner depopulated at that period; and the loſs of a 
few men might have been materially felt in the cultivation of the lands of the village. 


It would be tedious and unneceſſary to reſurvey the Wintonian hiſtory of Taunton 
in the account of the ſeveral villages, which did anciently and do now compoſe that 
manor; becauſe moſt of the circumſtances which reſpect one are equally applicable to 
all. It may however be obſerved that the Biſhops of Wincheſter had a charter of 

free-warren, and all other manerial privileges within their territories, which,. with very 
little alienation, have deſcended through the ſeveral prelates of that ſee from a very 


early date before the Norman invaſion to the preſent day, in the ſame extended right 
of poſſeſſion. 


The benefices of this pariſh and Thurlbury are an united rectory in the gift of Wy 
William Portman, eſq, The Rev. Charles Ruffell is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall ſtructure of one pace, with a tower at the wal end n | 
three bells.——On the floor is this inſcription: 


Here lyeth the body of Mary the wife of William Doble, gent. ho died OR. 25, 
1673, aged 41. Alſo of William Doble, gent. who died May 9, 1687, aged 63. 
Alſo of Philip Doble their ſon, who died July 14, 1708, aged 54.” Arms, Sable, a 
doe paſſant between three bells argent. 


SToxt-Hovst is the ſeat of William Doble Burridge, eſq. 


11 Pp 2 TOLLAND 
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S ſituated at the northweſt angle of the hundred, towards that of Williton-Free- 

manors, and a mile ſouthward from the turnpike- road leading from Taunton to 
Dunſter. It ſtands in a rich, woody, and well-watered vale, ſurrounded with hills finely 
cultivated. Eaſtward from the church is a fine hanging wood which Clothes the ſteep 
Nope of a pretty high hill, and has a pleaſing appearance. This whole pariſh is rented 
at about five hundred pounds per annum, and conſiſts of only twelve houſes; four of 
which are in the hamlet of EasT-ToLLand. The lands are moſtly arable; the general 


_ crops wheat, barley, peas, and ſome flax. A ſpring riſing at North- Combe in the 


Pariſh of Brompton-Ralph, runs through and turns a griſt-mill i in this pariſh, whence 
It paſſes through Lydiard St. Laurence, and empties itſelf into the Tone. The croſs 


roads here are very deep, narrow, precipitous, and overhung with hedges. 


The manor of Tolland, anciently written Taland and Talanda, was held of the 
biſhoprick of Wincheſter by the families of Gaunt and Luttrell, lords of Eaſt-Quan- 
tockſhead, and was given in the time of Henry III. by Andrew Luttrell, together 
with the manors of Quantock, Bagborough, and Begarn-Huiſh, to Alexander his 
younger ſon.* Since which it has had a variety of poſſeſſors, and now belongs to the 


executors of the late Lady Horner, of Mells, whe gave it in truſt for the augmentation 
of ſmall livings. - 


GARLDON, or GARMILDEN, | an ancient manor in Tolland, belonged 7 Elis. to 
Francis Southwell, eſq. 


Ralph Briwere, the ſon of William Briwere, gave the church of Tolland to the 
priory of Buckland, and in 1335 the ſaid church was rated at three marks.“ It is a 


rectory in the deanery of Dunſter, and in the gift of the crown. The Rev. Edward 
Croſſe is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt, and is a final building, conſiſting 
of a nave, chancel, and a ſmall aile on the north ſide. At the weſt er is a _ 
embattled tower thirty feet high, containing three ſmall bells. 


In the church-yard are the remains of an old ſtone croſs. 


„Ms. Palmer, NMS. Carew, log. Angl.ii. 551, , * Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. 
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F. nee 
ls village is ſituated two miles ſouth from Taunton, and betwixt that town and 
Pitminſter, towards the Blackdown-hills. The pariſh is woody, and rather flat, 


the ſoil rich, well watered, and abounding with fine elm. It contains about one hundred 
houſes, moſt of which are ſcattered round the church. 


In this place was born, A. D. 1588, George Bond, ſon of "IVR Bond, who by 
great induſtry in trade, and conſiderable talents, amaſſed a large fortune, was made a 
knight, and lord-mayor of the city of London; to which he became afterwards a great 
benefactor. Dyoniſia, daughter and coheir of this Sir George, was, married to Sir 
Henry Winſton, of Standiſh in the county of Glouceſter, and had by him Sarah her 
daughter and coheir, married to John Churchill, of Mintern in the county of Dorſet, 


elq; father of Winſton Churchill, and el of John Churchill the great Duke 
of Marlborough. 


The following authentick account of a te inſtance of Matte in this 


pariſh is extracted from the Bath Chronicle, 


Being laſt ſummer in the pariſh of Trull, near Taunton, HOI led me to viſit 
an ancient woman who is now in the 115th year of her age. Her name is Elizabeth 
Broadmead, (formerly Rottenborough) and the daughter of a little farmer who bore 
arms at the battle of Sedgmoor, when the Duke of Monmouth's army was defeated 


there in 1683; at which time ſhe was 15 years old, and left by her father at home to | 


take care of the family, and bring the produce of the farm to the camp or Taunton 
market. To this account of her age the pariſh regiſter gives indubitable teſtimony. 
About four years ſince ſhe became incapable of walking, and loſt the uſe of her right 
arm; ſoon after this ſhe loſt her fight, and became too deaf to hear and underſtand, 
unleſs ſpoken to very near, and with a conſiderable exertion of voice. She is aboùt 
the middle ſtature, and has ſtrong features. Her noſe has been large, and projects con- 
ſiderably at the end; and her voice, though now reduced to a treble, has been ſtrong, 
harſh, and maſculine. Till within five or ſix years her memory has been tolerably good, 
and enabled her to relate the particulars of many events within her own knowledge, 
at, and even before; the time of Monmouth's defeat. Being blind, ſne did not perceive 


my entering the room, and for a while I refrained from ſpeaking, that I might ſee her 


free from all reſtraint. It was her dinner time; and ſhe was ſitting by the fire with a 

ſmall table before her, on which was an earthen pan with ſome; cut pieces of boiled 
meat and bread in it. This ſhe ate with an —— good appetite, feeding herſelf 
with her left hand. Though her teeth were gone, ſhe chewed her food a little, and 
ſwallowed it pretty quick. When ſhe opened her lips to take a morſel, I obſerved her 
tongue would. frequently fall out, and ſeemed very thick, and too big for her mouth. 
Her complexion was rather dark, her cyes languid, but the lines of feature were ſtill 
ſtrong; and I ſhould not, from her countenance merely; have ſuppoſed her more than 

70, or at moſt 80 years old. She often complains of being in, pain, and wiſhes for 
| | | Bn 


death. She frequently groans, but it appears to be more from habit than any other 
cauſe. She has a daughter living with her, who is between 70 and 80 years of age. 
After ſome little converſation, the old woman ſung us a ſtanza of a ſong made in her 
youth; but very juſtly obſerved, as an apology for herſelf, that her ſinging days wwere now 
over. Although in very indigent circumſtances, ſhe is decently ſupported with every 
neceſſary, by Henry Whitmarſh, eſq; (a gentleman who lives near her) and ſome 
other kind neighbours; and there appears no ſigns of a ſpeedy diſſolution.” 


F 
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The living of Trull is an impropriate curacy in che gift of ee Earle, FY 
The Rev. Michael Dickſon is the preſent incumbent. 

The church is dedicated to All-Saints. It is a neat building, compoſed of a nave, 
chancel, ſide ailes, and tower with five bells. The pulpit, which is of wood, is half a 
pentagon, each ſide being a nich embelliſhed with Gothick ornaments, and filled with a 
ſtatue; and above, and between theſe are fourteen ſmaller ſtatues, curiouſly carved, In 
the caſt window are theſe arms, Argent, a feſſe between three torteaux. 


* She died a few months after this account. 
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ORMS a conſiderable ſuburb to Taunton on the fouth, and compriſes the hamlers of 
1. Gax ro, ſituated half a mile ſouthweſt from the church. and e three 


farms and two cottages. 
2. SHERFORD, the ſame diſtance ſouth, in which are ewenty dvellings with the ſeats 
of Sir Benjamin Hamett, knt. and Welman, eſq. 


5 4# „„ © & 


Two ſmall ſtreams traverſe this pariſh, one riſing in Pitminſter, and the * near 
Buckland, towards their influx into the river Tone. The ſtone raiſed here is a coarſe 
brown agate, variegated with ruſt-coloured veins, and is of great hardneſs. The lands 
are rich and fertile, and all the environs of the town of Taunton ſeem profuſely fur- 
niſhed with the munificence of nature. A manufacture of duroys, druggets, &c. 
employs a conſiderable number of the inhabitants, The county gaol was erected here 
A. D. 1755. | 


The church is a ſmall Gothick edifice, dedicated to the honour of St. George, to 
whom a remarkable well in this village was anciently dedicated, and viſited by devotees 
and pilgrims from diſtant parts, who received their entertainment at an hoſpital built 
here for that purpoſe by one of the Biſhops of Wincheſter. From which well this 
ſpot originally derived the names of Welton and Wilton, Saxon, Fell- ron] and Fons- 
San## Georgii. A number of other fountains in this county were patroniſed by the 
fame Saint, at which, according to the cuſtom of ſuperſtitious ages, oblations and 
religious honours were paid, and miracles —— This Saint was a native of 

| Cappadocia, 
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Cappadocia, and ſuffered martyrdom i in defence of the Chtiſtian — under the 
Emperor Dioclefian,. A. D. 290. According to the Romiſh legends, when Robert 
Duke of Normandy, ſon of William the Conqueror, i in the proſecution of his victories 
againſt the Turks, was laying ſiege to the city of Antioch, in which many of our 
Engliſh heroes were engaged; and wh; after ſeveral unſucceſsful attacks, the united 
forces of the Chriſtians received a ſudden damp from the news of the. approach of a 
large body of the Saracens on their march to relieve the citadel; the viſion of this 
Saint ſuddenly appeared, attended by an innumerable army on the hills, arrayed in 
white, and wearing a red croſs upon his banner, to reinforce the army of the faithful; 
who, animated with the ſight, and confident of ſucceſs, renewed their aſſault with freſn 
vigour, and made themſelves maſters of the town. Hence accrued that honour with 
which Britiſh militants in all ages have aggrandized this Saint, as their chief patron, 
the patron of Chriſtianity, who by his powerful influence could thus ſignally detrude 
and trample on the enemies of Chriſt's religion. 


The chapel of Wilton was formerly ſerved by the vicar of the church of St. Mary 
Magdalen in Taunton; but the place being in latter times erected into a pariſh, the 
living has become a . of which the Rev. Michael” Dickſon is the preſent 
incumbent. 


The church is ſmall, conſiſting of a nave, chiricas, fide ailes, and tower at the weſt 
end, containing five bells; and is only, remarkable for a fine altar- piece, repreſenting 
our Saviour bleſſing the bread and wine, which was preſented to the church by Sir 


Benjamin Hammett, knt. one of the repreſentatives in * for the borough 
of Taunton. 


WIT HIS L-F'L-OKRY. 


E laſt pariſh in this hundred is Withiel-Flory, ſituated in a flat under Brendon- 
| Hill, at a very conſiderable diſtance from the other component parts thereof, 

being entirely inſulated by the hundreds of Williton-Freemanors and Carhampton ; 
but anciently attached to this by its lords the Floris, of Combe and Ninehead. Of 
this family, as well as that of the Wykes, their ſucceſſors, and the ſubſequent owners 
of this pariſh, notice has already been taken in the account of Ninehead, where, and 
in this place, they alternately had their reſidence. The * lord of this manor is 
Sir James Langham, bart. 


A very neat houſe and gardens in this pariſh belong to Thomas Stawel, eſq. 


The church was anciently appropriated to the priory of Taunton, and was in 1292 
rated at five marks.“ It is a curacy in the deanery of Dunſter, and in the gift of the 
family of — The Rev. Samuel Knight is the preſent incumbent. 


* Taxat. Spiritual. 


The 


"= WITHIEL-FLORY. ' [Tautiton-Dean. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, is a ſmall ſtructure, ſituated | 
on an eminence, and nearly ſurrounded by trees. It is of a ſingle a W fleet 
long, and fourteen wide; at the weſt end is a tower with three bells. 


Againſt the north wall of the chancel is a neat marble monument, inſcribed, — 
« Near this place lyeth the body of James Bryant, gent. who died Oct. 30, 173 3. 
aged 77. And alſo the body of Jane his ME who died the 2$th, of Dec. 1729, 


aged 45. 77 


EC. 9320144. 25 
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S ſituated between the hundred of Somerton on the north, and the hundreds of 
Houndſborough, Berwick, and Coker, on the ſouth. It had its name from an 
eminence anciently called Tutenelle, now Tintinhill, where the courts were 
formerly held. This name is itſelf derived from the Saxon toran, which 

ſignifies to examine or ſpeculate, and is ſtill preſerved in many eminences in this 

county, as Cleve-Toot in the pariſh of Yatton, and Fairy-Toot in the pariſh of Nemnet, 

&c. thoſe being conſpicuous elevations, whence in times of war ſurvey was wont to be 

taken of diſtant parts, in order to a defence againſt an approaching enemy. 


This whole hundred (which 14 Henry II. was fined forty ſhillings for a murder”) 
including the village of its name, was given by William earl of Morton to the monks 
of Montacute. | 


| * Mag. Rot. 14 Hen. II. Rot. 10. b. 


— . — 


VE L S HE S I E x. 


F very ancient town, which has ſcarcely leſt above ground ſufficient veſtiges to 
teſtify its former greatneſs, is ſituated in a flat luxuriant ſoil upon the river Ivel, 
the ancient Yelox of Ravennas, at the diſtance of eighteen miles ſouth from the city of 
Wells, and twelve north from the town of Crewkerne. It is indifferently built, and is 
compoſed of four ſtreets, viz. Alms-houſe or Foſſe- ſtreet, Church- ſtreet, Back-Lane, 
and Borough- Green. The river bounds it on the north, and has over it a ſtone bridge 
of two large arches. The old bridge was conſtructed of ſeven arches. 
| * Lel. Itin. ii. 90. 
Vo. III. : Qq | The 
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The Britiſh name of this place, according to Nennius, was Cair-Penſavelcoit, 
which ſignifies the city at the head of the river's mouth in the wood, whence the 
Greeks called it Ie xa, and it is ranked by Ptolemy, in his geography of Britain, the 
firſt town in the territory of the Belgz: 


Toig de AoCvyorc, BEATAI, xa rh, 
"Io x; 
"Yozra Jef 
Over]. 


Its Roman name was ſ{halis, and it was one of the moſt eminent ſtations that people 
poſſeſſed in all theſe parts. It was by them environed with a ſtrong wall and deep 
ditch, which originally was filled with water from the river. Its form was an oblong 
ſquare, ſtanding upon the oblique points of the compaſs, the Foſſe-road paſſing through 
it from northeaſt to ſouthweſt. The veſtiges both of the wall and the ditch are in 
many places ſtill diſcernible, the former being regularly compoſed of ſtone and brick- 
work intermingled. The ditch on the northweſt ſide forms a road anciently called 
Zerde, now Yard-lane, whence it runs through the Friary garden, and turning the 
angle, croſſes the Foſſe and the gardens at the back part of the town, where the wall is 
frequently diſcovered by the gardeners. Near it and within its whole enceinte have 
been found in almoſt every period Roman hypocauſts and baths; gold, ſilver, and 
copper coins, particularly of Antoninus Pius, (on the reverſe of ſome of which is 
Britannia fitting on a rock) of Trajan and Veſpaſian; urns, lachrymals, teſſelated 
pavements, (one of them preſerved in the garden of the late Thomas Lockyer, eſq;*) 
fibulas, bracelets, pateras, and almoſt every other relique of Romanity. Vaſt arches, 
and .immenſe foundations of ancient buildings lie beneath the ſurface of the ground, 
and the entire ſcite of the old city is filled with ſubterraneous ruins. There exiſts a 
tradition, that it owed its demolition to fire, by matches tied to the tails of ſparrows, 
let fly from Stannard Croſs-hill. The Foſſe-road was here paved with large flag-ſtones,. 
ſome of which are ſtill viſible in the old ford through the river near the bridge. 


The Saxons denominated the place Lipeleceprpe, or the fortified city upon the Ivel, 
and the Roman works not being totally eraſed, ſerved them in their rencounters with 
the Britons and the Danes. At the coming in of the Normans it was a city of ſuch 
conſiderable note as to contain within its walls one hundred and ſeven burgeſſes, who 
ſtood at a yearly rent to the king of twenty ſhillings. There was alſo a market, the 
revenue whereof with its appertenances was eleven pounds per annum; and of the third 
penny or part of the fines and other profits ahd emoluments arifing from the county 
courts, the ſum of ſix pounds was accounted for to the crown for this borough.* 
About this time Ivelcheſter ſeems to have retained its original ſtrength and conſequence 


> Hiſtoria Britonum, Havniz, p. 144. . © Book ii. chap. 3. tab. 1. 


The houſe lately inhabited by this gentleman is an ancient ruQure 5 ſubterrancous arches, 
and has very lofty erated clones of excellent maſonry. 


* Lib, Domeſday, a 
. In 
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in point of military concerns, having round it ſtrong walls and Bene fortifications. 
For here it was that A. D. 1088, the forces of Geffrey biſhop of Coutances, and 
William de Ewe, who had joined with Odo biſhop of Bayeux, Euſtace count of Bou- 
logne, Robert earl of Morton, and other confederate barons, to depoſe King William 
Rufus, and in his ſtead to place his brother Robert duke of Normandy upon the 
throne, after having ravaged the counties of Wilts and Glouceſter with unimpeded 
ſucceſs, received ſuch an effectual check from the bravery of the beſieged inhabitants, 
as threw a fatal damp on all their future enterpriſes. From which time and circum- 
ſtance the town of Ivelcheſter may perhaps date the æra of its provincial aggrandiſe- 
ment. In the year 1203, King John granted to the burgeſſes the whole borough, with 
all its appendages and privileges; the hundred of Stone, and the villages of Hewardf- 
wyke and Hycinge, in conſideration of a fee-farm rent of thirty pounds per annum. 
This rent being by them conſidered as exorbitant, in regard they had been abridged of 
ſome part of their ancient poſſeſſions, was in proceſs of time reduced to the ſum of 
20l. 158. 6d. and granted at different times as a gratuity to various branches and fa- 
vourites of the crown.“ A. D. 1314, 8 Edw. II. the burgeſſes preferred a petition to 
parliament that the county meetings might he held in their town, according to the 
ancient uſage, and not in Somerton, where they were then held to the diſparagement of 
this ancient place. This petition does not appear to have been then granted; but in 
the enſuing reign, 40 Edw. III. a patent was iſſued for the holding the county courts 
and the county aſſizes here, and in no other place within the county whatſoever; as 
alfo for the repairing the ſtreets and highways in and about the town of Ivelcheſter.* In 
this and the two preceding reigns the town returned members to parliament, com- 
mencing to do ſo 26 Edw. I. but 34 Edw. III. this privilege was reſcinded, nor 
reſtored till 12 Edw. IV. when, after partaking a ſmall ſhare of parliamentary affairs, 
it again intermitted till the year 1621, and was then by James I. re-admitted to this 
' honour, The natives at large paying ſcot and lot are the electors; the number of 
voters is about two hundred and fifty. The corporation conſiſts of a bailiff, twelve 
burgeſſes, a conſtable, and ſub-bailiff. The ſtaff or mace is a very curious piece of 
antiquity, the head being of braſs gilt, adorned with the images of two kings, a queen, 
and an angel. Round the baſe is this poeſie in old French: 


JESU DE Dad ERIJE, - 
NEME DUN ET IE. 


. e. I Jzsvs was or GoD, NOTWITHSTANDING THE GIFT WAS ILL RECEIVED. 
'The arms of the town are, in a creſcent an etoile of ſixteen points. 


The market here (though of which there are now but ſmall remains) has exiſted 
ever ſince the Conqueſt, being kept on the Wedneſday; and there were three fairs,' viz. 
on St. John's day, St. Mary Magdalen's day, and the Monday before Palm-Sunday. 
A fair is now held on March 25, for horſes, horned cattle, and ſheep. The original 


* Cart, Ania · * Ibid. = Petit, in Parliament, pat. 40 Ed. III. p. 1. m. 29 indors, 
| > Ibid, m. 14 in ders. | Cotton 41S, Julius F. vi 
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manufacture of this town was thread lace, which of late years has greatly declined. A 
ilk manufacture has recently been introduced with ſome proſpect of ſucceſs. 


The publick buildings of this town are but few. The hall, wherein the county 
court is held, is a good building with a council-chamber. The original county gaol is 
faid to have ſtood near the old town-wall eaſtward from the church, which being de- 
ſtroyed, another was erected near the bridge, on the ſcite (as tradition affirms) of an 
ancient caſtle built to guard the paſs through the river Ivel. This is now ſuperſeded 
by a new gaol built upon the modern improved plan. 45 Edw. III. the cuſtody of 
the old gaol was granted for life to Richard Porter.” Other grants of this kind were 
made 1 and 13 Henry IV.” 


| Over againſt the gaol, on the other ſide of the river, ſtand the ruins of the ancient 
hoſpital of White-hall, de Alba Aula, or Blaunchſale, founded to the honour of the Holy 
Trinity about A. D. 1226, by William Dacus or Dennis, and endowed with lands and 
tenements in Ivelcheſter, Sock-Dennis, and Taunton, for the entertainment of pilgrims 
and poor travellers. In 1241, Biſhop Joceline appropriated to this hoſpital the church 
of St. Mary Minor in this town, with the conſent of the rector and the abbot and con- 
vent of Cerne in Dorſetſhire, who were patrons of that church.” Soon after which this 
houſe was converted into a nunnery, (ſtill however retaining a hall, chapel, and other 
diſtinct accommodations for pilgrims) and was governed by a prioreſs, ſtiled Prioriſſa de 
Alba Aula, and Prioriſſa de Blaunchſale, in Ivelcheſter. By an inquiſition taken ſo early 
as 9 Edw. I. it was found that: the prioreſs and nuns of Blaunchſale were poſſeſſed of 
two meſſuages and four acres of land in Ivelcheſter.? 


Of this houſe Alicia de Zerde [Yard i in Ivelcheſter] was orioreks in the years 1315 
and 1316; and Walter de Wobourne was then warden of the hoſpital." 


Alicia de Chilthorne was expelled in 1325. Sir Nicholas de Bonville was then patron 
Cecilia de Draycot was prioreſs Aug. 7, 1335. 


Soon after this it became a free chapel, and was ſtiled Libera Capella de Whitehall, to 
which King Henry VI. Nov. 29, 1485, * William 885 a — in chancery, 
upon the death of John Banys. 


March 10, 1497, Biſhop Oliver King collated to it by lapſe. 


Avg. 30, 1519, Richard biſhop of London, Edmund biſhop of Sarum, Sir John 
Fineux, knt. chief juſtice of the common-pleas, Sir John Nevil, knt. lord of Aberga- 
venny, and Sir Robert Poyntz, knt. feoffecs of Henry Stafford earl of Wilts, preſented 
to this chapel, as they did again in 1525. 


In 1534, it was valued at 161. gs. 9:d.* The laſt incumbent Avi was George 
Carewe, who in 1553 had a penſion on account of it of 61. 13s. 4d. 42 Eliz. the free 


«Fat. 45 Ed. III. p. 2. m. 38. Pat. 1 Hen. Iv. p. 4. m. 5. Pat. 13 Hen. IV. m. 12. 


— 


Archer from the Regiſters of Wells. » Eſc. 9 Ed. I. 
4 Pat. rag U. p. 2. m. 7. The manor of Y ax in Ivelcheſter was part of the eſtate of the Lords Bonville 


Archer, * Thid, t Tbid, v Willis's Hiſt. of Abbies, ü, 202. 
| | | chapel 
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chapel of Whitehall, and the free chapel of the Holy Trinity of Whitehall, with lands 
and tenements in Ivelcheſter, Northover, Taunton, and Limington, were granted to 


Sir Michael Stanhope and his heirs, to be held of Eaſt-Greenwich i in free ſoccage.* 
The houſe 1s now converted into a weaving ſhop. 


Not far from it ſtood a houſe of lepers, with a chapel NEE to it, to which Hugh. 
biſhop of Lincoln, in his will made A. D. 1211, left three marks.” 


At the extremity of the Fofſe-ſtreet, and at the ſouthweſt angle of the city wall, are 
the remains of the Friary, or houſe of black friars, founded about the year 1270. This 
building was in its original ſtate. large and handſome. The north tranſept of the 
church is ſtanding, and now uſed as a ſpinning-houſe for the ſilk manufacture. In a 
parallel building in the Friary-court is an arched way, now nearly filled up, leading to a 
ſubterraneous paſſage betwixt this houſe and the Whitehall nunnery. This paſſage is 
in many parts broken through, but in thoſe that remain entire the vault is high enough 
for a man to walk vpright in: there are niches or reſting-places in the walls, and the 
floor is well paved with flag-ſtones. 28 Henry VIII. Robert Sandwiche was prior 
of this houſe, which 37 Henry VIII. was granted to William Hodges. 


Oppoſite to it is an almshouſe for ſix poor men, and a woman to take care of the 
dwelling. They have two ſhillings a week each, and new clothing annually. 


There have been a great number of churches in the town of Ivelcheſter, of which 
we can recover the following names, viz. St. Andrew, St. Michael, St. Peter, St. 
Mary Major, St. Mary Minor, and St. John. The firſt of theſe exiſted before the 
time of the Norman invaſion, and was held by Brictric, a Saxon prelate, in the time of 
Edward the Confeſſor. But when William the Conqueror came to the crown, he be- 
ſtowed all its lands and revenues upon his chaplain. and chancellor Maurice, who was 


afterwards promoted to the ſee of London. Inthe record of that age we have a minute 
account of its poſſeſſions. 


« Maurice the biſhop holds the church of St. Andrew of GrveLczsTRE, with three 
« hides of land of the King. This Brictric held, in the time of King Edward, of the 
te church of Glaſtingberie, and it could not be ſeparated from it.“ 


ce Biſhop Maurice holds of the King the church of St. Andrew. Brictric held it in 
« the time of King Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable is three carucates. 
« In demeſne are two carucates, and three ſervants, and one villane, and ſix cottagers, 
te with one plough. There is a mill of twenty ſhillings rent, and ry, acres of 
* meadow. It was and is worth one hundred ſnillings.“ 


The abbot and convent of Athelney were patrons of the church of St. Michael, 8 
which was a very ancient building, having under it a ſtone gate arched and vaulted.* 


St. Peter was a chapel to St. John, in which pariſh the abbot of Muchelney had a - 
yearly revenue of 6s. che abbot of Sherborne 6s. and the prior of Montacute 28. 


* Pat, 42 Eliz. p. 19. See the Will in vol. ii. p. 310. 
Lib. Domeſday, * Ibid. ®* Regiſt, Abbat. de Athelney, * Lel, Itin, ji. 91. Taxat. Temporal. 
| g The 
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The church or chapel of St. Mary Minor ſtood upon the bridge. Aug. 20, 1502, 
the pariſh-churches of St. Mary Minor, and St. John the Baptiſt, were united and 
annexed to the church of St. Mary Major, the profits and revenues of thoſe ſeveral. 


churches being found inadequate to the decent ſupport of reſpective miniſters at each. 
John Chaundeler was then rector of St. John's.“ 


The benefice of Ivelcheſter is rectorial, in the deanery of its own denomination, 


The patronage is in the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, and the Rev. Mr. Davis is the 
preſent incumbent. 


The only church now remaining is dedicated to st. Mary, and conſiſts of a nave, 
chancel, and north aile or chapel. At the weſt end ſtands an octagonal tower of fiſty 
feet high, containing a clock and five bells. This tower is conſtructed of Roman ſtone. 


Againſt the ſouth wall of the chancel i is a ſtone monument with this inſcription 
« Neare this place lyeth buried the body of Mary Raymond, the late wife of William 
Raymond, deceaſed, of this towne of See Ns daughter of John Every, eſq; 
ſervant to King Henry the VIIIth, and ſervant to Edward the VIth, and ſervant to 
Queene Mary, and ſerjant at armes to Queene Elizabeth. Shee dyed the 2d day of 
Sept. An' Dñi 1639. Mors mihi lucrum eft.” Arms, Or, four chevronels gules. 


On a ſmall ſtone againſt the north wall of the nave: c Neere to this place lyeth 
buried the body of William Raymond, of Ivelcheſter, gent. who departed this life the 
roth day of September A* Dñi 1625, being the 56th yeare of his age. In whoſe 
memory Mary his wife, the daughter of John Every, of Charcomb in the county of 
Somerſet, eſq; ſergeant at armes, hath erected this monument.“ 


te Mr. John Hodges, of Eaſt-Quantockſhead in the county of Somerſet, gave to the 
poor of this pariſh and Nether-Stowey, the yearly profits of two tenements called 


Moreſbead and Popham's-Hurſt, both in Cannington, for all the reſidue of the ſeveral 


terms mentioned in the leaſes, to be diſtributed yearly by the miniſter and fix honeſt 
and ſubſtantial men of each pariſh, on the 2oth day of December, between twelve poor 


perſons of each pariſh, as do not receive relief of their {aid pariſh, in ſuch manner and 
proportion as they ſhall think fit.” 


Of the ſuburbs of Ivelcheſter, ſome notice l now be taken. 
Without the walls, towards Montacute, was an ancient village called BROOk, or 


the Brock, whence a family of great antiquity derived the name of At- Brooł, and de 


la Brooke, this being the place of their uſual reſidence. There are ſome faint men- 
tions of this family in times approaching very near towards the Norman invaſion; but 
in the time of Henry III. and Edw. L we can ſpeak with certainty of the owners 
of this place, who had therein manerial rights: under the commonalty of the town of 
Ivelcheſter. In thoſe reigns lived William de la Brook, lord of the manor of the Brook 
juxta ſvelchefter, and had iffue Henry de la Brook, who married Nichola, the daughter 
of Bryan Gonvile, by whom he had iſſue Henry de la Brook, whoſe ſon Henry died 


E. Regiſtro Oliveri King. * EQon ſays St. John, 
# Caftrated ſheets of Holinſheds' Chronicle, reprinted 1723. - Wa 
| 25 , I W. 
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18 Edw. II. leaving iſſue by Elizabeth his wife John de la Brook lord of this manor. 
Which John is ſometimes called At-Brook, and is certified to hold at his death 
22 Edw. III. a meſſuage with a curtillage and garden, and one carucate of land at the 
Brook without the walls of the town of Ivelcheſter, of the commonalty of that town; 
and alſa lands in Sock-Dennis, Biſhopſton, and Kingſton. He married Joan the 
daughter of Sir John Bardſtone, knt. by whom he had iſſue Sir Thomas Brook, knt. 
who 31 Edw. III. granted to Thomas Waryn and his heirs a certain yearly rent of 201. 
. Payable out of his lands and tenements in la Broke juxta Ivelcheſter, and in the town of 
Ivelcheſter.” He married Conſtance the daughter of one Markensfeld, and dying 
41 Edw. III. left iſſue by her Sir Thomas Brook his ſon and heir. Which Sir Thomas 
married Joan ſecond daughter and one of the heirs of Simon Hanape of Glouceſterſhire, 
and widow of Robert Chedder, of the city of Briſtol, eſq. The ſaid Joan died 
15 Henry VI. ſeized of twenty manors in this county, beſides ſeveral advowſons of 
churches, and large eſtates which ſhe had in dower from her former huſband.” By her 
ſecond huſband ſhe had iſſue two ſons, Sir Thomas Brook, and Michael: ſhe lies buried 
with her ſaid huſband Sir Thomas Brook in the pariſh-church of Thorncombe in the 


county of Devon, A. D. 1437.* Sir Thomas Brook, eldeſt ſon of the laſt- mentioned 


Sir Thomas, married Joan the daughter of Sir Reginald Braybrook, kat. in whoſe 
right he was by King Henry VI. created Lord Cobham, of Cobham in Kent. By 
which Joan he had iſſue eight ſons, viz. Sir Edward Brook lord Cobham, who ſuc- 
ceeded him, Thomas, John, Robert, and Peter, who all died without iſſue, Reginald 

Brook of Apſale, Morgan Brook, who alſo died iſſueleſs, and Hugh Brook; as alſo 


four daughters, viz. Elizabeth the wife of Sir John St. Maur, knt. Joan, married to 


John Carent, ſon and heir of William Carent, eſq; Margaret and Chriſtian, who died 
without iſſue.” Edward Brook lord Cobham, ſon of the above-mentioned Thomas 
Brook lord Cobham, was a rigid Yorkiſt, and was in 1454 at the firſt battle of St. 
Albans, and commanded the left wing of the York forces at the battle of Northampton, 
July 10, 1460. He died in 1464, 4 Edw. IV. ſeized of the manors of Brook- 
Ivelcheſter, Luſton, Sewardſwicke, and Grubbeſwick; and alſo of lands and tenements 
in Sevenhampton, Brook-Montacute, and Chard, leaving John Brook lord Cobham 
his fon and heir.” Which John ſerved Edw. IV. Ric. III. and Henry VII. in ſeveral 
military expeditions, and died 22 Henry VII. He married Margaret daughter of 
Edward Neville lord Abergavenny, by whom he had iſſue Thomas Brook lord 
Cobham, who 5 Henry VIII. attended that King at the ſiege of Tournay in France. 
Hedied in 1529, and-was buried with his father in the collegiate church of Cobham in 


the county of Kent.“ By Dorothy his wife, the daughter of Sir Henry Heydon, knt. + 


he had iſſue George Brook lord Cobham, who was a knight of the garter in the time 
of Edw. VI. and dying 1558, left iſſue eight ſons, viz. Sir William Brook, Ent. 
George, Thomas, John, Henry, Thomas the younger, Edmund, and Edward; and 
two daughters, Elizabeth ſecond wife of William Parr marquis of Northampton, and 
Catherine. William Brook lord Cobham, ſon of George, was embaſſador to the 
King of Spain 1 in the firſt year of Queen Elizabeth, and was alfo a knight of the garter. 


* Eſc, ® Rot. Claus. 31 Ed. III. 1 Eſc. . * Holinſhed ut ſupra. ' ' Ibid. 


= Eſc, » Dugd, Bar, ii. 282. o Weever's Funeral Monuments, 122. 1 
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He is ſaid to have ſometime reſided at Brook's-Court near Ivelcheſter, and died ſeized 
of that manor 39 Eliz.“ leaving iſſue Henry Brook lord Cobham his heir and ſucceſſor 
both to title and eſtate. Which Henry was warden of the Cinque Ports, and a perſon 
eminent in his days; but being found guilty of raiſing a conſpiracy againſt King 
James I. in conjunction with the Lord Grey of Wilton, and Sir Walter Raleigh, he 
became attainted, forfeited eſtates to the amount of 7oool. per annum, and died in 
1619 in great poverty. After his death William Brook, ſon of his brother George, 
(who was beheaded for the ſhare which he bore in the inſurrection abovementioned) 
was found to be his next heir, and was reſtored in blood, but not permitted to enjoy the 
title of Lord Cobham, without the King's ſpecial grace.“ In the next reign the title 


was renewed in the perſon of Sir Joha Brook, of Hekington in the county of Lincoln, 
but became extinct at his death A. D. 1651. 


In the friary of Ivelcheſter was born A. D. 1214, that celebrated philoſopher 1 
Bacon, who was juſtly accounted the wonder of his age. His youthful education was 
had at Oxford, from which univerſity he returned to Ivelcheſter with great acquiſitions 
of claſſical knowledge, and there took the habit of a Franciſcan friar, . He then applied 
himſelf to the ſtudy of philoſophy, in which he made fo great a proficiency that he was 
invited over to Paris to aſſiſt in the tranſactions of that univerſity. Here he was 
admired and envied, and known too much in an invidious and vulgar age to proſper. 
The occult ſciences to which he applied drew the attention of thoſe who had not the 
underſtanding to weigh uncommon aſpections in the true ſcale of reaſon and philoſophy, 
and they accuſed him of dealing with the devil His own fraternity alſo caballed 
againſt him, and he was ſometime confined in priſon as a magician and ſorcerer. 
When thence relieved he returned to Oxford, and there in the college of Franciſcans 
ſpent the remainder of his days in ſtudy, and the writing the following books, ſome of 
which have been printed, others tranſlated, and the reſt remain in manuſcript in the 
publick libraries, viz, 
De Logica 
Commentaria in Librum Avicennæ de a 
De Septem Experimentis 
De Secretis 
Epiſtola inſtar Libelli ad enen Pontificem Romanum 
De Utilitate Linguarum 
De Scientia Perſpectiva 
De Fluxu et Refluxu Maris Britannici 
De Rebus Metallicis 
De Utilitate Aſtronomiæ 
De Calo et Mundo | 
De Impedimentis Sapientiæ 
| Commentarii in Libros Sententiarum 
—_. | Super Pſalterium. 
. ES | h "Eſc, 4 Bar, ut ſupra. 
\ "oy . | De 
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De Aſpectibus Lunæ ad alias Planetas 
De Operibus non occultis N | 
De Victoria Chriſti contra Antichriſtum 

De Copiæ vel Inopiz Cauſis 

De Retardatione Senectutis 

Antidotarium | 

De Gradibus Medicinalibus 
De Arte Memorativa 
De Centris Gravium vel Planis 
Parabolz de Quadratura. 
De Rebus Alchymicis, alias Speculum Alchymiæ 
De Communibus Naturalibus, lib. 4. 
De Speciebus & Legibus Multiplicationum 
De Forma in ſpeculo reſultante 
De Vita Edmundi, Archiepiſcopi Cantuarienſis.” 


The extent of this man's learning may be gathered from the 88 catalogue. 
The ſubſtance of his writings evince it to have been far ſuperior to that of all his 
cotemporaries. He was well ſkilled in the Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and Chaldaick 
languages; ; nor leſs in geography, chronology, and the belles lettres; but philoſophy was 
the line in which he particularly ſhone. He was the firſt perſon that introduced 
chemiſtry into Europe. With regard to mechanicks he has been ſtiled the ſecond 
Archimedes; and in opticks was ſo well verſed as to be generally allowed the firſt in- 
ventor of the teleſcope. In the unenlightened age in which he lived he was conſidered 
as a magician; in the preſent as a perſon wonderfully clear in his underſtanding, un- 
bigotted in his principles, a friend to Chriſtianity, and, by the freedom wherewith he 
imparted his diſcoveries, a well-wiſher to his fellow-creatures. He died A. D. 1294, 
and was buried in the houſe of the Grey Friars at Oxford, in which city a tower of 
no mean nor modern conſtruction till of late years ſtood e by his name, 
wherein it is ſaid he held his private lucubrations. 


Of Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe, a celebrated modern N den in this place A. D. 1674, 
notice has elſewhere been taken. 


Stephen Fox was created Lord Ilcheſter May 1 11, 1741, and Earl of Ilcheſter 


* 5 1756. | 
L de Scriptoribus Britannicis, 258. | Vol. ii, p. 230. 
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HIS village ſtands on the Foſſe- road, juſt without the precincts of che town of 
Ivelcheſter northward, being divided from it by the river Ivel. We have 


no account of it in the Norman ſurvey, and but little in the records which relate to 
Ivelcheſter. * 


23 Edw. III. Gilbert d'Umffaville held the fourth part of a knight's fee wk and 
35 Edw. III: Henry duke of Lancaſter held half a knight's fee here belonging to the 
priory of Bridgwater, and another half fee of Roger de Camel.” 43 Edw. III. this 
hamlet (as it was then called) was held by Sir Hugh de Courtney of the Biſhop of Bath 
and Wells, and deſcended by his ſiſter and coheireſs Muriel to Sir John de Dinham, 
knt.* whoſe deſcendant Sir John de Dinham 3 Henry IV. granted the manor for life to 
James Aumarle:* The Dinhams continued in poſſeſſion of it till the latter end of the 
reign of Henry VIII. Sir Thomas Dinham and Sir John Dinham then holding the 
ſame of the manor of Wellington.“ 35 Henry VIII. it was granted with its apperte- 
nances to John Leigh and his heirs, who 36 Henry VIII. fold it with its appertenances, 
and lands called Bough-Hayes, Stannard-Hill, Mead-Hill, Oxen-Leaſe, Bulls-Cloſe, and 
Water-Ham, to John Soper,* who 38 Henry VIII. conveyed it to William Lyte,* 
Whoſe deſcendant John Lyte, 12 Sept. 8 Eliz. ſold the ſame with its appertenances and 

Jands here and in Charlton, Kingſton, and Somerton, to Thomas Raymond, gent. It 
is now by inheritance the poſſeſſion of Henry Chicheſter, eſq; whoſe houſe adjoins the 
church-yard; and near it ſtands a remarkable fine old elm, which from its head ſends 
out ſeven large arms in nearly a circular direction, and ſo wide as to admit a large 
ſummer-houſe to be built within it, capable of containing twenty perſons. 


7 Edw. IV. Walter Ralegh held at his death eight meſſuages, two tofts, forty acres h 
of meadow, and three hundred acres of arable, in Northover juxta Ivelcheſter, of John 
Prior of the houſe and church of St. John Baptiſt in Bridgwater by fealty. 


'The church was appropriated in 1219 by William Bruere to the hoſpital of St. John 
m Bridgwater, and by an ordination made in 1337, the vicar was aſſigned a houſe with 
a curtillage, nine acres and a half of arable ground, and two acres of meadow; as alſo 
all oblations whenceſoever forth-coming, together with the tithe of hay, and the tithe 
of ale, [cerviſiz] lambs, wool, milk, flax, hemp, pigeons, pigs, geeſe, apples, honey, 
wax, heifers, chicken, mills, lecks, garlick, and all other ſmall tithes, within the ſaid 
pariſh whatſoever. The vicar to find proceſſional candles, bread and wine for the 
celebration of maſs, and incenſe as often as required, and have the church clothes 


cleaned at his own expence. The maſter and brethren of the hoſpital to ſuſtain all 
other charges. 


Lib. Feod. > Ibid. © Eſc. Rot. Claus. 3 Heg- Iv X * Eſc, 
* Pat. 35 Hen, VIII. p. 10. Licence to alienate, d Ibid.  * Ibid, « Eſc. 
| 1 Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. 


The 


Tintinþull.] NORTHOVER. = 


The living is a vicarage in the deanery of Ivelcheſter. The lord of the manor is 
the patron, and the Rev. Nathaniel Bartlett is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Andrew, ſtands on a little eminence, cloſe by 
the weſtern ſide of the Foſſe- road, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and tower at the weſt 
end, containing four bells. It contains no monument, nor inſcription of conſequence. 


Dr. Stukely in his Itinerarium Curioſum,“ makes mention of a greyhound in this 
village, through whoſe ſide a ſkewer of wood ſeven inches long had worked itſelf out from 


the ſtomach. 
* Vol. i i. p. 155. 
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HIS, now an obliterated place, lies at a ſmall diſtance ſouthward without the 


town of Ivelcheſter. It was given by William the Conqueror to the Earl of 
Morton, being near his demeſnes of Biſhopſton. 


cc Robert holds of the Earl, Soc. Seven thanes held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is five carucates. In 
ce demeſne are two carucates, with one ſervant, and eight villanes, and two cottagers, 


ce with two ploughs. There are ſeventy acres of meadow. It was and is worth ſixty- 
ce five ſhillings,” 


Whence this manor became attached to the ſeignory of 3 and was held under 
it by the barons Beauchamp of Hatch, and under them by the family of Dacus or 
Dennis, from whom the place obtained the addition to its original name. In the time 
of Henry II. and Rie. I. Oſbert and William Dacus, or Le Deneys, were keepers of 
Petherton-Park in this county;* the former of whom had iffue Ralph Dacus, who 
12 Henry II. held half a knight's fee of William de Mohun.* In the time of Henry III. 
William Dacus the founder of the hoſpital of Whitehall in Ivelcheſter, was lord of the 
manor of Sooke-Deneys, and was father of Brice Le Denneys, who 1 Edw. I. being in 
minority and in ward to the King, the manor was granted by the crown for the ſaid 
term to John de la Lynde, being then held of John de Beauchamp by the ſervice of two 
knights“ fees. Which Brice Le Denneys was of age before 21 Edw. I. when Robert 
Burnell, biſhop of Bath and Wells, held a moiety of this manor under him by the ſervice 
of a pair of gilt ſpurs.” The other moiety of the manor was then held by Nicholas de 
Bonville, the Beauchamps being always the meſne lords. And in proceſs of time the 


whole manor came into the poſſeſſion of the Bonvilles, and was held of tl: em by the 
families of Berkeley and | Brook. e 


* Lib. Domeſday. | * See page 55 of this vol. Lib. Nig. Scac. i. 92. 
| „Ele. Ibid. Ibo. * Ibid. 
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- A Henry V. John de Sock i is recorded as an inhabitant of Sock Dennis 
The advowſon of the rectory of Sock was in 1294 valued at twenty pounds. 


The church has long fince been deſolated, and the village itſelf, once populous, is 
now reduced to a ſingle dwelling. The principal farm was long in the poſſeſſion of 
the family of Phelips of Montacute; it now belongs to Mr. Phipps, of Weſtbury, 

Wilts. The other farm and lands belong to Mr. e Dinton near Sarum, 
and are denominated Windbam's Sock.* 


Cart. Antiq. | Eſc. 22 Edw, I. Foran account of a Mineral Pool at Sech hone AA 
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URTHER on towards the ſouthweſt, and upon the ſame Roman Foſſe- road, is 
the pariſh of Tintinhull, giving name to this hundred. This manor, conſiſting - 
of five hides, was given by King Edmund the elder to Wulfrick his ſervant and 
attendant, who conveyed the ſame to the abbey of Glaſtonbury. At the time of the 
Conqueſt the abbot exchanged it with the Earl of Morton for the manor of . 
and it is thus accounted for as his property in the old Norman ſurvey: 


« The Earl himſelf holds TinTzHaLLE. The church of Glaſtingberie held it in the 
ce time of King Edward. There are ſeven hides and one virgate of land, but it gelded 
« for five hides [only]. The arable is ten carucates. Thereof are in demeſne four 
* hides, and there are two carucates, and five ſervants, and nineteen villanes, and nine 
ce cottagers, with eight ploughs. There is a mill of thirty pence rent, and ſixty acres 
ce of meadow, and two hundred acres of paſture, and fifty-ſeven acres of wood. It is 


ce worth ſixteen pounds. Drogo [de Montacute] holds a the Earl one virgate ofthe 
4 ſame land, and it is worth one mark of ſilver.“ 


From which Robert it deſcended to William earl of Morton, who gave it with the 
hundred and the advowſon of the church to his monaſtery of Montacute, hereafter to 
be mentioned. The monks had-free-warren here, a market and a fair,* and the eſtate 
was rated to them in 1293 at 201." After the diſſolution 33 Henry VIII. the manor 
was granted to Sir Thomas Wyatt,* and in the time of Queen Elizabeth belonged to 
Sir William Petre, knt. who by his will, dated April 12, 1571, gave to the poor of this 
pariſh and that of Montacute the ſum of 61. 138. 4d. It is now the property of John 
Napier, eſq; who is deſcended from Nicholas Napier, ſon of John Napier, and grandſon 
of Sir Alexander Napier, of Merchiſton in Scotland, knt. by a fiſter of Robert Stewart 
earl of Athol, who came into England in the time of Henry VII. and ſeated himſelf at 


8 


* Lib. Domeſday. d Tbid. © Cart, 37 Hen. III. m. 8. * Taxat, Temporal. 
Pat. 33 Hen. VIII. p. 6. # Collins's Peerage, vii. 32. 
| | 7 Swyre 
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Swyre in Dorſetſhire, where he was buried. The family arms are, Argent, a ſaltire 
engrailed between four roſes gules, ſeeded or. | 


Here was a cell to Montacute priory called Bable, or Balhow, the ſcite of which in 
the time of Edw. VI. belonged to John Lyte, of Lyte's-Cary. | | 


The church, being appropriated to the monaſtery of Montacute aforeſaid, was in 


1293 valued at twenty-four marks,* The Prior had an annual penſion of one mark | 
out of it." 


The living is an impropriate curacy in the deanery of [velcheſter, and in the gift of 
the lord of the manor, The Rev. Edward Napier is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Margaret, and conſiſts of a nave and chancel, having 
in the centre on the north ſide a plain tower, with a clock and five bells. 


On the north ſide of the chancel is a large mural monument inſcribed to the memory 
of Thomas Napier, gent. great-grandſon of Thomas Napier, and grandſon of Thomas 
Napier, and ſon of Thomas Napier, ſucceſſively owners of this impropriation. And 
on the ſame wall is another memorial to Thomas Napier, eldeſt ſon of Thomas Napier, 
by Elizabeth his wife, daughter of John Edwards, of Lyme-Regis in the county of 
Dorſet, eſq; and to Sarah his wife, daughter and coheireſs of George Hawker, of Vagg 
in this county, eſq; which Thomas died Jan. 10, 1760, aged 42, and was owner of this 
impropriation. 
„ Taxat, Spiritual. „ Ibid, 


NTA Ee UN T E. 
IIS bib is ſituated four miles ſouthweſt from Ivelcheſter, at the ge wh a Ege 
broken ridge of lofty hills to the ſouth and weſt, enriched and beautified with 
noble plantations. Theſe hills merit a particular deſcription, in regard they afford 
moſt conſpicuous objects to the ſurrounding country, and have been remarkable for 
ages; which have ſeen, both upon and underneath their ſummits, the ferocious tranſ- 
actions of war ſucceeded by the cool habits of religious peace. 


Adjacent to the church-yard riſes that noble mount, called 8 and St. Mi- 
chael's-hill, the baſe of which contains near twenty acres. Its form is conical, and its 
aſcent very ſteep, the top terminating .in a flat area of half an acre, whereon ſtands a - 
round tower ſixty feet in height, and crowned with an open balluſtrade. On this tower 
is a flag-ſtaff fifty feet high, on which a flag is occaſionally diſplayed, floating fifty-fix 
yards in the air, and exhibiting a grand and pictureſque appearance. The ſummit of 
this tower being ſo highly elevated above the level of the central part of the county, 
affords a rich and extenſive proſpect, extending weſtward to the hills below Minehead 
and Blackdowa in Devonſhire; and northeaſtward over Taunton, Quantock-Hills, 
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Bridgwater-bay, the Channel, and coaſt of Wales. To the north Brent-Knoll, the 


whole range of Mendip, the city of Wells, and Glaſtonbury-Torr ; eaſtward: Creche 


and Knowl-hills, Alfred's-tower at Stourton, and the high lands about Shafteſbury; and 
ſouthward over the Dorſetſhire hills to Lambert's-caſtle near Lyme ; the whole a circle 
of above three hundred miles, in which on a clear day eighty churches are diſtinguiſh- 
able. This hill is planted from bottom to top with oaks, elms, firs, and ſycamores, 


the intermingled foliage of which (eſpecially in the autumnal ſeaſon) forms a rich and 
beautifully tinted ſcenery. 


About a quarter of a mile weſtward is another conical eminence called Hedgecocł- 
hill, the baſe of which is round, and a mile in circumference, and which terminates in 
a point at about eight hundred feet in perpendicular height. This hill is ſaid to have 
taken its name from an ancient hedge, which divided it into two parts, the ſouth fide 
belonging to the pariſh of Montacute, and the north to that of Stoke. In the place of 
this hedge now ſtands a wall; and the hill being planted on the Montacute fide with 


firs, and the Stoke fide with afhes from top to bottom, forms a fine _ mals of ſhade, 
and has a noble appearance. 


Southweſt from this is the high rocky ridge of Hamden-hill, on which is a notable 
Roman encampment, and the moſt extenſive the Romans had in this part of England, 
being nearly three miles in circuit. The northweſt part thereof, which by nature was 
the moſt difficult of acceſs, was ſeparated from the other part by a very ſtrong and 


lofty rampire of ſtone and earth, called the Combe, the ſpace of encampment within 


which is more than twenty acres. Many Roman coins have been dug up here, and 
the veſtiges of diſtinct parts of the works remain to this day; ſuch as the præto- 
rium, the amphitheatre or bull-ring, and the adytus to the equeſtrian camp. The 
watering-place was at a ſmall diſtance in the bottom, and is now become a moraſs, 
round which, juſt under the ſurface of the earth, are the remains of ſeveral large 


ciſterns or water-troughs. The vallum round this camp is almoſt entire, the entrench- 


ments extending a conſiderable way beyond the regular line of fortification, 


This hill has been remarkable for many ages for its freeſtone quarries,* the produce 
of which poſſeſſes the excellent quality of hardening by time, and by that means be- 
coming exceedingly durable, retaining for centuries all the acute points and edges of its 
workmanſhip. Moſt of the churches for many miles round, both in this and the adjacent 
counties, are built with this ſtone, and are in general eſteemed very handſome edifices. 


Near this hill is ſituated the village of Montacute, which in ancient times was a 


| borough and a market-town; and of thoſe privileges with which it was heretofore 


endowed, it ſtill retains a court-leet, free-warren, and divers other peculiar franchiſes. 
Its Roman name is unknown; the Saxons termed it Lede neben, Lodezaperbupz, . 
Lozveperbupg, Lozzapepbeopg, Logpepepbeoph, Lozpopepbupgh, Logde her done, 
all which names were derived from Logwor, a poſſeſſor of this territory in thoſe days, 
whoſe name' was preſerved in one of thoſe curious pyramids, which ſtood before the 
cemetery of the monks of Glaſtonbury, where he had his burial. He is generally 


* See vol. ii. p. 334. » Guilielm, Malmeſbur. Ad. de Domer. et Ich. Glaſton. Hiſt. Vol. ii. p. 267. 
| ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed to have been a prelate in the . and that, becauſe, when the ancient 
name of Logwors-borough was ſomewhat before the time of the Norman Conqueſt 
_ diſregarded, the town aſſumed to itſelf the name of Biſboꝑſton, by which the ſtreet and 
chief tithing remain diſtinguiſhed to the preſent time. The name of Montacute was 
impoſed on this ſpot when the great Earl of Morton, who at the time of the Conqueſt 
poſſeſſed ſo many lordſhips in this county, added this alſo to the reſt by exchanging 
with the abbot and convent of Athelney, the manor of Candel in Dorſerſhire.” To 
which abbot and convent the ſaid manor had been ſurreptitiouſly conveyed by the 
monks of Glaſtonbury its poſſeflors from the year of our Lord 681, when Baldred King 
of Kent gave the ſame, conſiſting of ſixteen hides, to abbot Hemgiſel. The Norman 
furvey deſcribes the Earl's demeſnes in this neighbourhood as follows: 


« The Earl himſelf holds in demeſne BrscoyzsToNE, and there is his caſtle which is 
te called MonTacup. This manor gelded in the time of King Edward for nine hides, 
« and was of the abbey of Adelingi, and for it the Earl gave to the ſame church a manor 
ce which is called Candel. In this manor of Biſcopeſtone is arable land to the amount 
ce of ſeven carucates. Thereof are in demeſne two hides and a half, and there are two 
te carucates, and four ſervants, and four villanes, and three cottagers, with two ploughs. 
cc There is a mill of fifty pence rent, and fifteen acres of meadow. 


« Of theſe nine hides Alured holds of the Earl one hide and a half. Drogo one : 
« hide. Bretel one hide. Donecan one hide. There are five carucates, with one ſer- 
<« vant, and nineteen cottagers. This manor is worth to the Earl ſix pounds. To 
& the knights three pounds and three ſhillings.”* 


Thus this Robert earl of Morton, or Mortaigne in Normandy, following the Norman 
Duke into England, here fixed his caſtle and his reſidence, and the acuteneſs of the hill 
| whereon he built, and the circumſtance of Drogo de Montagu (a Norman chieftain, ſo 
ſurnamed from his anceſtors' abode in France) being his confidential friend and aſſiſtant 
in all his enterpriſes, as well as firſt caſtellain of his caſtle, determined him to aſſign to 
this ſpot the denomination which it ſtill preſerves. Who this Robert was, has already 
in many parts of this work, as in almoſt all other provincial hiſtories, appeared. He 
was in 1091 ſucceeded in the earldoms of Mortain in Normandy, and Cornwall In 
England, by his ſon William, who at the foot of the hill built a religious houſe or 
priory of black Cluniac monks, which he dedicated to the honour of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, and for the fake of his good eſtate during life, and for his foul after his deceaſe, 
as well as for the ſouls of Robert his father, and Maud his mother, gave to the 
ſaid priory the borough: and market of Montacute, with exemption of toll; and the 
caſtle and chapel with their appertenances, and with the orchards and the vineyard next 
to his demeſnes, the manor and hundred of Biſhopftone, with the mill there, with other 
appendages, and the fair of Hamden. The manor alſo of Tintinbull, with the church, 
hundred, mill, fair, and appertenances. The manor of Creech, with Ham, and Eten: 
berge, and Migemde, and the church and hundred with their appertenances. The 
manor alſo and church of Chinnoct, and the hundred of Houndſborougb, and TUrthelay, 
with all their appertenances. The manor of Clofworth, the church and mill of the 
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ſame, and the lands of Melbury, Widcombe, and Ford, and Denewoldeſham, with their 
appertenances. The manor church, hundred, and mill of Mudford, and the lands of 
Aabeer and Hummer, with their appertenances: and the land of the Melle, and Thory, 
with appertenances; the manor of Leigh, and the church and hundred of Friſtham 
in Devonſhire; and twenty ſhillings rent in Gerfic, Hunecroft, and Loverlay; and 
a certain piece of land called Baregfeld 3 the church of Gerfc All-Saints, with 
appertenances. And in Cornwall, the churches of Lerky, Aliremine, Sennet, and St. 
Carantocus, with all their appertenances in lands and tithes. And alſo a bailiwick called 
Pennard, and the church of Yarlington, with appertenances ; the churches of Brimpton, 
and Odcombe; two parts of the tithes of Ockford, and the tithe of Chinnock; 2 moiety 
of the tithes of Chiſſelborough, Cloford, and Norton juxta Taunton; and the tithes of 
Marſton, Creedlingcot, yececumbe, Candel, Thorp, the three Cernels, Toller, and Hook; 
and two parts of the tithes of Bichehulle, Dirwineſtune, Pointington, Loder, and 
Chilthorne.* The prior's lands in Montacute were valued in 1293 at thirteen pounds.” 


The monaſtick and other records have preſerved to us 15 following names of the ſuc- 
ceſſive preſidents of this houſe: 


Walter was the firſt prior, in whoſe time the lands of the religious were taken wy 
on account of the founder's rebellion; but were afterwards reſtored.' 


After him came Reginald, chancellor to King Henry I. who enlarged the monaſtery 
with buildings and poſſeſſions, and converted the remains of the caſtle on the mount 
into a beautiful chapel. © rofed all wyth ſtone, covered verye artyfycyallye, dedicated to 
St. Mychell, vawted within, with ſtayres made with ſtone from the fore of the hyll to 
the toppe.”” 


Pontius.“ Ranulf Arvald William 
Guy | Almer Durand Joceline 
Thomas. He was in 1174 elected abbot of Hyde in Hampſhire. 
Hugh Richard Peter Simon 
Vigo | Pontius Simon Daniel 


Durand. He was expelled for ill- behaviour i in 1208, the year before which the 
conventual church was deſtroyed by fire.“ 


Marcus Fiſicus Bonus 

Roger Norman occurs about the year 1260. 
Hugh de Noers > 

Gilbert de Buſſa was elected 1266 

Guy de Marchaunt ſucceeded 1278 

Peter Gaudemer was conſtituted prior 1289 


John de Bello Ramo 
Geffrey de la Douſe was elected 1292 
Mon. Angl. ii. 909. > Taxat. Temporal. | Lel. Itin. ii, 92. * Thid, 


Cotton MS, Julius F. vi. = Willis's Hiſt, of Abbies, ü. 199. » Mag, Rot. 10 Joh. 


Stephen 
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Stephen Paulin, alias Rowlan, 1298. 
John, ſurnamed Caprarius. 
Guychard. 
John de Port. I. 
John de Port. II. 
Gerald Roche occurs 1362. 
Francis was prior 1384. 
William Cryche. 
John, was ſummoned to the convocation Nov. 9, 1416.“ 
John Bennet was ſummoned to the convocation June 7, 1449. 
Robert de Montacute was elected 1460. . 
John Watts was prior 1498 and 1509, 
Thomas Chard was ſummoned to the convocation 1515. 
Robert Cryche ſucceeded him. 


Robert Whitelocke was the laſt prior, who, March 20, 1539, ſurrendered his priory 

to the King, (thirteen monks being then preſent) and had a yearly penſion of eighty 
pounds allowed him, with a gratuity of twenty pounds, and the capital meſſuage of 
Eaſt-Chinnock to live in.“ In 1553 there remained in charge 41. 13s. 4d. in fees, 
241. 18s. in annuities, and theſe following penſions, viz. To Robert Warren 121. 
Thomas Taunton 7l. William Draper, John Cribbe, John Webbe, and John Clerk, 
61. 138. 4d. each. William Winter, John Pauley, and John Skyner, 51. 6s. 8d. each. 
William Creſe 51. and John Rogers 4l. 13s. 4d. 


The monks had free-warren in all or moſt of their manors, as well as ſock and ſack, 
toll and theam, infangtheof, and all other liberties and free cuſtoms within their bo- 
rough,” and hundreds of Montacute, Tintinhull, Houndſborough, Creech, Leigh, and 

Friſcham in Deyonſhire; and were exempt from all ſecular juriſdictions, exactions, 
impoſitions, and taxes whatever, throughout England. That they were favoured and 
patronized by ſeveral Princes of the Houſe of Lancaſter, appears by their arms, affixed 
to the grand arch and other remains of the monaſtery, till exiſting near the pariſh 
church-yard in ancient and venerable magnificence; and the ſociety (who having been 
originally ſubje& to the monks of Clugny in the dioceſe of Maſcon in Normandy, 
were made deniſon and enfranchiſed by King Henry IV. ) flouriſhed till the æra of 
the general diſſolution of monaſteries in this kingdom, when its revenues were rated at 
4561. 148. 74d. The ſcite, &c. of the priory was granted to Sir William Petre, and 
ſold by him to Mr. Robert Freke, of whom it was ſoon after purchaſed by the family 
of Phelips, who at that time poſſeſſed ſome other parts of the manor. 


» Archer. « Ibid. | + Hiſt, of Abbies, ii. 200. 


33 Edw. I. this borough returned the following members to parliament, viz. Andrew Je Bakere and Henry 
le Pocherman. Willis. Mon. Angl. i. 669. 

» The following cells were annexed to this priory, ria. Carywell in Demir, Helme in Dorſerſhire, Sr, 
Syriac in Cornwall, and Ma/pas in Monmouthſhire. , 
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The family of Phelips migrated into this _ from Wales, where they were long 
anciently eſtabliſhed, about the time of Edw. I. and .were many years reſident at 
Barrington, a few miles diſtant from — why A branch of the family ſettled at 
Corf-Mullen in Dorſet, having received a grant of that manor from King Henry VIII. 
and they repreſented the boroughs of Pool and Wareham in ſeveral parliaments. In 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth Sir Edward Phelips, knt. the Queen's ſerjeant, and third 
ſon of Sir Thomas Phelips of Barrington, ſettled himſelf at Montacute, where he built 
the large and noble manſion-houſe ſtill ſtanding. This houſe is ninety-two feet in 
height, and a remarkable gallery runs the whole length of the building to the extent 
of one hundred and eighty-nine feet: it was originally a library; but the books 
and furniture were deſtroyed in the great rebellion. In the windows of the preſent 
library are painted the arms of the family, viz. Argent, a chevron between three roſes 
gules, ſeeded or, barbed vert; and thoſe of moſt of the nobility and gentry of the county 
in the time of Queen Elizabeth. This building was begun in 1580, and finiſhed in 
1601, and has been poſſeſſed and inhabited by the founder's poſterity ever ſince in the 
following ſucceſſion: Sir Edward Phelips, afterwards maſter of the rolls, chancellor to 
Henry Prince of Wales, and ſpeaker of the Houſe of Commons in the time of Queen 

Elizabeth and James I.; Sir Robert Phelips his ſon, in the time of James and Cha. I.; 
Colonel Edward Phelips, in the time of Charles II.; Sir Edward Phelips, knt. in the 
time of James II. and William III.; Edward Phelips, his nephew, in the time of 
Queen Anne and Geo. I.; and in Geo. II. and the preſent reign of Geo. III. his ſon 
Edward, and grandſon of the ſame name, both now living. 


The pariſh of Montacute is divided into three tithings, viz. BisnoesTon, Hype, 
and Wipcomst; beſides which there is a ſmall hamlet called Tuoxn. The tithing of 
Biſhopſton (ſtill retaining its priſtine denomination) comprehends the town of Monta- 
cute, which conſiſts of three ſtreets, forming nearly the letter H, and wherein are 
one hundred and eighty houſes, and nine hundred inhabitants. It had but a poor 
market in the time of Leland,* and now has none. It was formerly a great mart for 
leather. The great and noble family of Montagu are generally (though erroneouſly) 
ſuppoſed to have derived their title from this town of Montacute, but the progenitor of 
chat family came from Montagu in Normandy with William the Conqueror before this 
place commuted its appellation.” They had however poſſeſſions in this place, and were 
always patrons of the priory, as the priors were of the church, which in 1292 was 
valued at fifteen marks, and the vicarage at one hundred ſhillings.* The living is 


vicarial, in the deanery of Ilcheſter, and in the gift of Edward Phelips, eſg. The Rev. 
Henry Rawlins is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Catherine. It conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and two 
fide ailes; at the weſt end there is an embattled tower containing a clock and five bells. 


In the north aile lie the effigies in ſtone of David Phelips, eſq; and Anne his wife, 
who died in 1484; of Thomas Phelips, eſq; in armour, who died 1588; Eliza Phelips, 
1598; and of Bridget Phelips 1508. On the eaſt wall is a ſtately mural. monument of 
marble, inſcribed to the memory of Sir Edward Phelips, knt, who died April 4, 1699, 


In. B. gz, 7 Seo p. 45, lc · of this volume; : Taxat, Spizigual, 
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in the 61ſt year of his age, and of Dame Edith Phelips his wife, (daughter and heireſs 
of Mr. _ Blake of Langport) who died Sept. 28, 1728, agad 66. 


On an old monument: 


« Thomas Phelips, eſq; buried 1588. 
Sir Edward Phelips, knt. — 1614. 
Sir Robert Phelips, knt. — 1638. 


Edward Phelips, eſq; 1679. 
Sir Edward Phelips, knt. — 1699. 
Edward Phelips, eſq; 1734.” 


At the eaſt end of the nave is a memorial to Lady Dorothy Phelips, wife of Sir 
Edward Phelips, knt. and daughter of Henry Cheeke, of Weſt-Newton in the 
of North-Petherton, eſq; who died Nov. 19, 1678, and was buried the 6th of De- 
cember following. 


In the church-yard is an old tone croſs with a ſtatue in a niche much mutilated. 


By Hamden-Hill a Roman vicinal way condudts us hence to the pariſh of Stoke- 
ander-Hamden. 
* By her the manor, farm, and demeſnes of Was r-Nawron came to the family of Phelips. 


STOKE-UNDER-HAMDEN. 


HIS pariſh is ſituated (as its name implies) under the great encampment upon 
Hamden-Hill, weſtward from Montacute, being divided into two parts, called 
Easr and WESsT-Srokx. 


Before the Norman invaſion this territory was poſſeſſed by five Saxon chanes, 
whoſe tenure was unalienable from the abbey of Glaſtonbury. The Conqueror on his 
arrival took it to the crown, and ſometime after beſtowed it on Robert Earl of Morton. 


« Robert holds of the Earl, Srochz. Five thanes held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for five hides and a half. There remains one virgate of 
te land, which in the time of King Edward paid no geld. The arable is eight ca- 
cc rucates. In demeſne are two carucates, and five ſervants, and two villanes, and 
< fourteen cottagers, with three ploughs. There are two mills of nine ſhillings rent, 
and twenty-five acres of meadow, and two furlongs of 1 and three acres of ö 
ce wood. It was and is worth ſeven pounds.“ 


By the unnatural rebellion of William ſon of this Robert earl of Morton, the manor 
becoming confiſcated to the crown, was granted to the Lords Beauchamp of Hatch, 
of whom ſome mention has been made in the former part of this work*) and thus 


Lib. Domeſday. d Ibid, © Vol. i. p. A. 
8182 became 
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became a portion of their great barony of Hatch, where they reſided. The firſt of the 
family that took up his reſidence at Stoke was John de Bello Campo, or Beauchamp, 
who in the time of Edw. I. erected here, of ſtone brought from the Hamden quarries, 
a large and noble manſion, which he obtained from King Edw. III. a licence to fortify 
and embattle after the faſhion of thoſe turbulent times," and in which many of his 
poſterity reſided. 


In this manſion, which thenceforward had the appellation of a caſtle, (and even to 
this day retains the ſame in ruins) there was a free-chapel dedicated to the honour of St. 
Nicholas, (biſhop of Myra in Lycia in the time of Conſtantine the Great) wherein this 
John de Beauchamp, with the conſent of Cecily his mother, daughter and coheir of 
Maud de Kyme, founded and endowed, A. D. 1304, a college or chantry for five 
chaplains (one of them to be named and to act as a provoſt) to ſay five maſſes, accom- 
panied with other offices, every day, and to offer devout prayers for the ſouls of Lord 
John de Beauchamp his father, Robert de Beauchamp his brother, his progenitors, 
ſucceſſors, and all the faithful deceaſed; and for the good eſtate of Edward King of 
England, Walter Haſelſhaw biſhop of Bath and Wells, of the faid Cecilia de Beau- 
champ, and of himſelf the ſaid Lord John de Beauchamp, and of Lady Joan his wiſe, 
and their children, Aleanor and Beatrix his ſiſters, and alſo of his relations, friends, and 
benefactors, during their lives, and for their ſouls after their deceaſe.* 


In 
Pat. 7 Edw. III. p. 2. m. 2. 


* Fundatio Cantarie de Stole ſubter Hamedon. 


„% Univerſis, c. Walterus Epiſcopus B. W. ſalutem. Veniens ad nos Johannes de Bellocampo, tanquam miles 
catholicus & divinitus inſpiratus, de conſenſu Ceciliæ de Bellocampo matris ſuæ, petijt humiliter, quod nos de terris 
fructibus & obventionibus omnibus ſpectantibus ad liberam capellam ſuam (in honore Sancti Nicholai in curia 
ſua de Stoke ſub Hamedon conſtructam) tunc vacantem per reſignationem Henrici de Wyk rectoris ejuſmodi; 
necnon & de uno meſſuagio ac 4 virgatis terræ cum pertinentijs ſuis in dicto manerio ſao de Stoke unacum ad vo- 
catione eccleſiæ parochialis ejuſdem villæ, cujus dictus Johannes verus patronus exiſtit, de licentia Regis ad ſuſten- 
tationem 5 capellanorum qui in perpetuum teneantur in difta capella fin ulis ebus 5 miſſas cum officijs debitis 
celebrare, & fundere preces devotas pro animabus domini Johannis de po patris ſui, Roberti de Bello- 
campo fratris ſui, progenitorum, et ſucceſſorum, omniumq; fidelium de funktorum; & pro ſalubri ſtatu E. Regis 
Angliz, W. de Haſelſchaw Epiſcopi B. W. dictæ Ceciliz de Bellocampo, dictique domini Johannis, et dominæ 
Johannz conſortis ſuæ, liberorumq; ſuorum Alienorz et Beatricis ſororum ejus, necnon parentum, amicorum, 
fidelium, familiarium & benefactorum ejus dum vixerint, & pro animabus cum ab hac luce ſubſtracti fuerint, 
ordinare curaremus. Nos tractatu habito cum capitulis noſtris B. & W. ordinamus, —5 capellanos—ſcil. domi - 


num Reginaldum de Moncketon, dominum Hen. Cros, dominum Tho. de Attebere, dominum Joh. Champion, 


& dominum Will. de Schipton, quos dictus dominus Joh. de Bellocampo nobis przſentavit—admiſimus, et 
dictum Dominum Reginaldum dictæ capellæ Sancti Nicholai, & cæteris 4 præfecimus capellanis, ita quod ipſe Re- 
ginaldus fit dictorum 4 preſbiterorum præpoſitus & tali nomine in poſterum nuncupetur. Alios autem 4 adjungentes 
eidem tamquam ſocios & conſodales, ac ſacerdotes minores, qui fibi in mandatis canonicis tanquam ſuo præ- 
poſito intendent & obedient ſicut decet. Dictus præpeſitus & conſocij ſui ibidem reſidentiam faciant con- 
tinuam, ſimulque morentur, & in una domo ſimul comedant atque bibant, jaceantque in una camera niſi infirmitas 
vel alia cauſa rationabilis ſubſit. In eundo ad capellam, & redeundo, & intra præfatam capellam de Stoke, dum 
ſuum faciunt ſervicium in ſuperpellicijs albis atque honeſtis, & deſuper nigris capis terram tangentibus, more 

canonicorum, ſint induti. Salvo tamen quod præpoſitus utatur amucia more canonicorum Well. & conſodales 
ſui ſacerdotes amucijs more vicariorum utantur, & infra ſcepta domus ſuæ & extra habebunt veſtes unius ejuſdem 
coloris ac pretij talaris, cum albis mantellis & cruce indea in parte finiftra, ſcuto de armis dicti domini Johannis 
deſuper conſato, ſeu capa rotunda ejuſdem coloris cum figno prenotato. Ita quod pretium ulnæ panni quo 
veſtientur 20 den. non excedat. Præpoſitus inſuper & czteri ſacerdotes miniſtrique fui horas canonicas & officium 
mortuorum cum nota qualibet die dicent, ſecundum diverfitatem n 
opportunis. 
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In the time of Henry VIII. this chantry was upon the decline, and Leland informs 
us, that when he viſited the place there was maſs performed here only three times a 
week. 


opportunis. Ita quod niſi impedimentum occurrat legitimum, 5 miſſæ ſingulis diebus celebrentur ibidem, quarum 
1* celebrabitur circa ortum ſolis, de Sano Spiritu, fine nota, pro ſalubri ſtatu antedictorum dum vixerint, & cum 
ab hoc luce ſubſtraſti fuerint, pro animabus eorum: et in die anniverſario domini Johannis patris & Roberti 
fratris, dominz Ceciliz, dominique Johannis & Johannz, ſolemne ſervicium facient ſpecialiter pro eiſdem, ac diſ- 
tribuent annis ſingulis pauperibus in pane duas marcas pro animabus ipſorum, viz. pro Johanne patre, Cecilia 
matre, & Johanne filio 20s. pro rata portione: & pro Roberto fratre, & Johanna uxore dicti domini Johannis 
dimidium marcz pro portione æquali. 2*. Miſſa celebrabitur pro antedictis & omnibus alijs fidelibus defunctis 
ſine nota, 3*. In hongre Sanctæ Mariz cum nota pro vivis & defunctis. 4*. De die cum nota celebretur. 
Et 5*. Erit pro diſpoſitione præpoſiti. Ordinamus etiam quod præpoſitus antedictus habeat & percipiat ad 
ſuſtentationem et habitationem ſuam, et 4 ſociorum ſuorum ac miniſtrorum eiſdem ſervientium in futurum, meſ- 
ſuagium illud cum pertinentijs quod rector hujus capellz prius habuit, necnon & omnes terras, prata & decimas 


tam majores tam minores, obventiones, oblationes, & proventus, quæ ad dictam capellam prius ſpectabant, quz - 


certis deſignationibus, ad omne dubium tollendum in poſterum, præſentibus duximus exprimenda, viz. Medietatem 
decimarum provenientium de 6 acris & dimidio in parochia de Schipton-Beauchamp, in campo qui vocatur 
Stanclyve, & de 3 acris ſuper la Hulle; et de 2 acris in Babbeclyve, et etiam de omnibus antiquis dominicis 
Domini de Schipton. Prædicta tam in terris in excambium datis, & ad redditum traditis, quam de aliis terris 
de antiquo dominico, hoc excepto, quod de 5 acris quz ſunt inter terram domini de Schipton, in campo, qui vocatur 
Middel Forlong, & de 3 acris quz ſunt in campo qui Nethermede Forlong & jacent juxta foſſatum de Compton, 
& de z acris quz ſunt in campo qui vocatur Frogmere; et de 1 dimid. acræ jacente ad caput difti campi de 
Frogmere, Præpoſitus præfatæ capellz nihil omnino percipiet ; ſed rector eceleſiæ de Schipton, omnes decimas 
provenientes de dictis terris percipiet, unacum alia medietate decimarum provenientium de antiquis dominicis 
de Schipton. Percipiet etiam præpoſitus dictæ capellz medietatem omnium decimarum provenientium de curia 
domini de Schipton, & de animalibus cotariorum quz nutriuntur in domibus ſuis, vel extra in campis de Schipton, 
infra tenementa antiqua dominici de Schipton. Percipiet etiam prædictus præpoſitus dictæ capellz Chircheſtun, 
nomine ſao & capellz ſuz prædictæ, ſcil. [de 8 viris quorum nomina recenſentur] de quolibet eorum 4 buſs. 
filiginis per annum ad feſtum Sancti Martini, et fic percipiet de tenementis eorum ad quorumcunque manus 
hujusmodi tenementa devenerint in futurum. Percipiet etiam idem præpoſitus de Stoke Chircheſtun de [8 viris 
quorum nomina recenſentur] viz. de quolibet eorum 2 denar. per annum, ad feſtum prædictum, & fic percipiet de 
tenementis prædictorum, ad quorumcunque manus devenerint in futurum. Habebit etiam dictus præpoſitus & 
czteri preſbiteri ad ſuſtentationem ſuam communem totum illud meſſuagium cum terra quod Roger Oliver ali- 
quando tenuitin Stoke cum omnibus pertinentijs ſuis, et advocationem parochialis ecclefiz dictæ ville de Stole, 
quæ diftus dominus Johannes de Bellocampo de novo contulit ad ſuſtentationem dictorum 5 capellanorum : ordi- 
navimus etiam quod mortem præpoſiti conſocij ſignificent Johanni de Bellocampo vel hæredibus ſuis, infra 
menſem, & fi patronus non præſentaverit alium infra 4 menſes, liceat domino epiſcopo iſta vice dare & inſtituere. 
Mortem cujuslibet alii ſacerdotis præpoſitus infra menſem fignificabit patrono, qui fi intra 2 menſes alium non 
præſentaverit, liceat præpoſito de conſenſu ſociorum ſuorum alium eligere. Inhibemus etiam præpoſito & czteris 
conſocijs ſuis ſub pæna amiſſionis ſtatus ſui ne quis eorum recipiat annualia tritennalia, vel pecuniam quamcunque 
ab alijs pro miſlis celebrandis, occaſione cujus ſervicio ſuo in capella de Stoke poſſit fraus vel ſubſtractio fieri in 
futurum. Nec licebit dicto domino Johanni vel hæredibus ſuis, equos, canes, vel aves mittere ad dictum præpo- 
ſitum et ſocios ſuos, ut ibidem nutriantur et perhendinent contra voluntatem ipforum, nec eis gravamen inferre, 
fi recuſent talia recipere fi mittantur. Statuimus etiam quod cedente vel decedente domino Roberto de 
Bellocampo, nunc rectore dictæ eccleſiæ de Stoke 2 partes omnium decimarum, proventuum & obventionum 
ſpectantium ad ecclefiam parochialem prædictam de Stoke cedant in uſus proprios prædictorum præpoſiti & ſoci- 
orum in augmentum ſuſtentationis eorundem. Tertia vero pars dictarum decimarum, omniumque proventuum 
et obventionum, ad dictam ecclefiam ſpectantium, una cum manſo & curtillagio competenti, remanebit aſignanda, 
per nos vel ſucceſſores noſtros, in eventum vacationis, eccleſiz memoratz vicario, qui dictæ eccleſiæ de Stoke 
boneſte ſerviet. Quem quidem vicarium dictus præpoſitus, de conſenſu conſociorum ſuorum, nobis & ſuccefſoribus 
noſtris canonice præſentabit. Nec licebit præpoſito vel ſocijs ſuis de portionibus aſſignatis ſeu aſſignandis vicario 
pro ſuſtentatione ipſius aliquid minuere. Onera quidem extraordinaria omnia predictæ eccleſiæ de Stoke in- 
cumbentia pro 2 partibus decimarum et obventionum quas dictus prepoſitus & conſocij ſui percipient a dicta 
eccleſia ſupportabunt atque agnoſcent. Et vicarius omnia onera ordinaria tam epiſcopalia quam archidiaconalia 
ſupportabit, & ad extraordinaria quidem onera ſupportanda pro 3* parte quam percipiet teneatur. Solvet etiam 
idem vicarius & ejus ſucceſſores unam marcam argenti ſingulis annis ad fabricam eccleſiæ Well. ad feſtum 
| Paſchz 
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week. In the ſucceeding reign it was quite diſſolved, and all its lands and poſſeſſions, 
of which the following account was returned by __ King's commiſſioners, were ſeized 
to the uſe of the crown: 


« STOKE UNDER HAMDEN IN THE COUNTIE OF SOMERSETT. 


e The ſurvey of the perticuler and yerely valewe of the college, provoſtrie, free- 
chappell, and perſonage of Stooke under Hamden, with the chardgis and deduc- 
tions going owte of the ſame, taken there the 25th daye of Julye in the ſecound 
yere of the reigne of our Soveraigne Lorde Edwarde the Sixte, by the grace of 
Gop King of Englounde, Fraunce, and Irelond, defendour of the faythe, and of 
the churche of Englonde, and alſo of Irelonde, in earthe the ſupreame hedd; by 
Sir Hughe Poulett and Sir Thomas Dier, knights, as well by the perticuler 
peruſe of the rentts, tithes, and all manner of profitts thereunto belonging, as by 
thexamynacon of John Kyte, now fermor there, by a leaſe thereof made to hym 
by indenture for yeres yet to comyng, as it ſhall hereafter playnely and perticulerly 
appeare in either parte upon the depoſition of the ſaide fermor before us in everey 
thing touching the ſame. 


The Colleadge, Provoſtrie, Freechappell, and Per ſonage of Stoke under Hamden, being 
of valewe in L. 5. d. 
< The ſcite of the houſe, with the orcharde and other — 9 
conteigning 4 acres. - 
«© A broode clooſe in the moor, conteigning 5 acres — — O12 0 
O 
O 


« A clooſe of paſture cauled Barmebaye, conteigning I acre and a half 0 i: 

« A clooſe of paſture called Clerken-Mede, conteigning 3 acres — © 7 

«« A clooſe of paſture caulled Hare-Haie, conteigning 1 acre — o o 20 

« A clooſe of paſture called Sukemar's- Land, conteigning 4 acres — 0 4 © 

« A clooſe of paſture lying at Tvelcheftre on theſter ſide of Stoołe, con- 
teigning by eſtimacon 4 acres; and a clooſe of paſture lying att 
Tvelcheſtre called Spittell, conteigning by RENE I2 RET va- 
lewed together at 

« Tenne acres and oone half ſeſtre of hated lying at 2 — o 18 10 


Paſchæ in recompenſationem duarum partium ſequeſtri quod ad Actam eccleſiam Well. pertinet tempore vaca- 
tionis eccleſiæ predictæ de Stoke ; et archidiacono Well. & ejus ſucceſſoribus dim, marc. ad idem feſtum occaſione 
ſequeſtri prædicti. Si preſbiteri minores deliquerint infra capellam ſeu curiam dicti domini Johannis de Bellocampo 
in manerio ſuo de Stoke, ſea infra ſcepta domuum ſuarum, ſubjacebunt in hoc correctioni ſui præpoſiti, & eos 
puniet canonice, dum tamen fit tale delictum quod abſque auctoritate epiſcopi, ſeu ſui ſuperioris, legitime poterit 
emendari. In alijs autem locis ſi quis eorum deliquerit ordinariz ſubjaceat poteſtati. Præpoſitus vero prædictus, 
per nos, ſucceſſores noſtros, vel aliquem per nos deputatum, ſemel in anno in ecclefia parochiali de Stoke viſitavitur: 
præpoſitus etiam prædictus res communes & negotia communia cum conſilio ſociorum ſuorum pertractet, & coram 
eiſdem de adminiſtratione ſua & ſtatu bonorum ſuorum communium, quolibet anno infra Octab. Sancti Michaelis 
teneatur reddere rationem, quam nobis vel noſtro Commiſſario oſtendet in parochiali eccleſia de Stoke quando 
eam fecerimus viſitari, & ipſe fuerit requiſitus. In quorum omnium præmiſſorum teſtimonium, huic præſenti 
ordinationi noſtræ ſigillum noſtrum duximus apponendum. Dat. apud Banewell 4 non. Octobris 1304. Conſe- 
crationis noſtræ 2.——E Regiftro Jobannis de Drokensford, Ep. B. & Vell. 
f Itin. ii. 94. 

One 
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« One acre of meede in Eaſt-meede at Stoke Js 0 61 
ce In the com̃en paſture called Rekeſden at Stoke, 8 beeſtes leas, valued at o 5 4 


« In Marſton in the com̃en 25 acres of furſey grounde which the tenant 
doth occupye everey thirde yere, and thother 2 yeres itt lyeth 1 
com̃en to other men, and the tenant dothe take no profitt thereof, 1 i 
which is valewed communibus annis at 


« Fyve acres of meede in Lye-Meede at Stocte ATA. 
tc Arrable grounde 164 acres at 12d. thacre — — — 8 4 6 
«« The ſhef and other tithes valued by the othe of John Kyte fermor of * o 

the ſame to be worthe one yere with an other — 2 
£:44 12 © 


— of the ſame fs 
« Paymentes to the preeſt for his ſtipende yerelye — 8 © © 16 102 
« Payments to the wee. Deane, and chapiter of Welles o 36 10% \ ? 


And fo remayneth cleere —— £.34 15 12 
« MEMoRanD. That there hath been 40s. proffitts commyng oute e of Shepton- 
Beacham, which hath been withdrawn by the ſpace of 15 yeres. 


« em. Thoblacons of the chappell of Saynte Nycholas of Stoke hathe been worth 
by the yere 41. whiche hath been decayed by the ſpace of 12 yeres. 
Hud PourlETr, 
TromMas DyxR. 


« Foraſmuche as my Lorde Protector's graces pleaſure i is, that Mrs. Elizabeth Darrel} 
ſhould have a leaſe of the preamiſſes; make therefore a leaſe of the ſame for 21 yeres, 
paying the rentt aforeſaid with proviſo as is uſed in lyke caaſe, and in conſideracon of 
the diſchardge of 3ool. which the ſaide Mrs. Darrell dothe clayme of the Kinges 
majeſtie for a dett dewe unto her. | 


The provoſt of this college had a large houſe in the village of Stoke. 


But to return to the family of Beauchamp. Sir John de Beauchamp, the founder of 
the aforeſaid chapel, died ſeized of the manor of Stoke-under-Hamden, 10 Edw. III. 
being certified to hold the ſame of the King in chief by the ſervice of one knight's fee. 


To whom ſucceeded two of his own name, his ſon and grandſon, the laſt of whom 
dying without iſſue male, 35 Edw. III. this eſtate came to the family of Meriet by the 
marriage of Sir John de Meriet with Eleanor de Beauchamp, his fiſter and coheireſs; 
whoſe ſon Sir John de Meriet conveyed this manor to Sir Thomas de Gournay, lord 
of Ingliſhcombe in this county, who. by treaſon forfeiting it to the crown, it thence 


Harl. MS. 606, p. 60. » Lel. Itin, n. 94. i Eſe. Of this family ſee more in vol. ii. p. 138. 
| became 
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became attached to the dutchy of Cornwall, wherein it continues to this day, beg the 
property of the Prince of Wales. 


Sir Matthew de Gournay, ſon of the abovementioned Sir Thomas de Gournay, was 
one of the moſt famous warriors of the age in which he lived; having ſignalized 
his valour at the battles of Creſſy, Poictiers, and many other great engagements, 
in the reigns of Edw. III. and Ric. II. At length retiring to his native manſion at 
Stoke-under-Hamden, he there died in peace Sept. 26, 1406, and was buried in the 
collegiate chapel abovementioned, where the following inſcription round his portraiture, 
engraved in braſs, was fixed upon his grave-ſtone to his memory: | 


Icy giſt le noble & vaillant chivaler Waheu de Gurney iadys ſeneſchal de 
landes & capitain du chaſtel Daques por noſtre Seignor le Roy en la duche 
de Guyene, que en ſa vie fu a la batail de Beaumarin & ala apres a la ſiege 
Dalgezire ſur le Sarazines, & auxi a le batailles de Leſcluſe, de Crefly, de 

Pngeneſle, de Peyteres, de Nazara, Dozrey, et a pluſiurs autres batailles 
c aſſeges, en les quer il gaina noblement graund los c honour per lespace de 
xxxxiiij & xvj ans, & moruſt le rrvj jour de Septembre l'an noſtre Seignor 
Jeſu Chriſt mecccvj. que de ſalme Dieur eit mercy. Amen.” 


The once noble manſion of the Beauchamps and the Gournays is now in ruins, its 

ſmall remains being converted into offices for a farm-houſe, and the chapel into a cyder- 
vault. On the ſouthweſt ſide of the chapel lay three effigies in ſtone of men in armour, 
and two females repreſenting ſome of the noble family of Beauchamp, whoſe arms, 
Vaire, argent and azure, were depicted on the tomb and in the windows. There were alſo 
in this part of the chapel two altar tombs without effigies. On the north ſide of the 
body of the chapel was a tomb in the wall; and another having thereon the effigy of one 
of the ſame family of Beauchamp, charged with a ſhield vaire. Sir Matthew de Gournay 
lay before the choir door. His arms, paly of ſix or and gules, were in the windows. 
Another coat in the ſame windows was, Gules, ſemee of croſs-croſlets or. At the weſt 
end of the body of the chapel there was a large flat ſtone without any inſcription: 


There is now no trace of any of theſe monuments remaining. 


The Norman record takes the following notice of ſome other manerial property in 
this neighbourhood: 


« Malger holds of the Earl [of Morton] STocuzr. Alwin held it in the time of 
te King Edward, and gelded for two hides and one virgate and a half of land. The 
tc arable is three carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, and ſeven ſervants, with 
« one villane, and one cottager. There is a mill of forty-pence rent, and ten acres of 
* meadow. It is worth forty ſhillings,” - 


Robert holds of the Earl, STocuer. Three thanes held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for two hides wanting half a virgate of land. The arable is two 
« carucates. There are four cottagers, and ten acres of meadow, and fifteen acres of 
& paſture, and four acres of wood. It was and is worth forty ſhillings.” 
i Lel, Itin. i „Lib. Domeſday, » Ibid, 
9 | Stoket, 
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Stoket, or Eftoket, in the time of Edw. III. belonged to Sir Robert Hull, knt. and 
paſſed by Catherine his daughter and heir in marriage to Sir Robert Latimer, knt. 
grandſon of William lord Latimer, baron of Corby in the county of Northampton.* | 


The church of Stoke-under-Hamden was in 1292 valued at thirty marks.“ T he 


living is a curacy in the deanery of Ilcheſter, The Rev. Edward Whitley is the 
preſent incumbent, 


The church conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and ſouth aile; on the north ſide of the nave 
1s a tower containing five bells and a clock. 


In the north wall of the chancel, under an arch, lies — of one of the family 
of Strode; near it is a monument with this inſcription: ! Here underneath lies the 


body of John Strode, gent. who departed this life Dec. 5, 1725, "es 66. * is 
interred Mary his wife, who died Nov. 22, 1712, aged 46.” 


® Hutchins's Hiſt. of Dorſet, ii. 255. y Taxat. Spiritual. 


— . — — 


EY 6M 


HIS ſmall pariſh is ſituated one mile eaſtward from Montacute, and three miles 
weſtward from Yeovil, at the ſoutheaſt extremity of the hundred we are de- 


ſcribing. Its ancient names were Lochetone, and Lultone, under the former of which it 
is thus deſcribed in the Norman ſurvey: 


E Anſger holds of the Earl [Morton] in Lochzroxz one hide. Alwin held it in 
ce the time of King Edward. The arable is one carucate, which is in demeſne, and 


© [there are] two ſervants, and three cottagers, and ten acres of meadow. It is worth 
ce twenty ſhillings.” 


This manor, which in the time of Henry VI. and Edw. IV. was held by the family 
of Brook, of Brook-Ivelcheſter, of whom we have lately ſpoken, | is now the property of 
William Wyndham, eſq. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Ivelcheſter, and in the patronage of the 
lord of the manor, The Rev. Henry Sampſon is the preſent incumbent. . 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, is a ſmall low edifice of 
one ale, with a turret at the weſt end containing two ſinall bell 


* Lib. Domeſday. > Eſc. © 
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IES to the north of Luſton, and about chree miles ſouth from Ivelcheſter, i in a 


pleaſant country, well wooded, and varied with ſmall vales and eminences; the 
ſoil a lightiſh ſandy loam. 


Its ancient name, which 1s of Saxon growth, might poſſibly have originated from a 
ſuperabundant quantity of that tree growing in theſe parts; its other name was given 
it by a family who poſſeſſed the manor. The Norman tranſcribers wrote it as they 
pronounced it, Torne, and thus ſurveyed it as the property of Roger de Curcelle: 


ce Alric holds of Roger, Toxne. Three thanes held it in the time of King Edward, 
* and gelded for one hide, and three virgates of land. The arable is five carucates, 
ce In demeſne is one carucate, and three ſervants, and nine villanes, and five cottagers, 
te with three ploughs. There is a mill of ten ſhillings rent, and four acres of meadow, 


ce and thirty acres of paſture, and eight acres of wood. It was worth twenty ſhillings, 
« now forty ſhillings.”* 


Robert Coffin was living here 13 Edw. II. and bore on his ſeal three roundels be- 
tween five croſs-croſlets.” His lands here were held of the barony of Montacute. In 
the time of Edy. III. the manor of Thorn-Coffin belonged to the family of de Clevedon, 
from whom it paſſed to Hogſhaw, and thence to Bluet.“ 20 Henry VI. three parts of 
the manor, with divers tenements in the pariſh, were granted to the priory of Stavordale.* 


John Napier, eſq; of Tintinhull, is the preſent lord. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Ivelcheſter, and in the gift of the lord of the 
manor. The Rev. Edward Napier is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Andrew, of one pace, forty-one feet long, and fourteen 
wide, with a ſmall wooden turret at the weſt end containing two bells. 


Lb. Domeſday, Seals from ancient Deeds. Lib. Fed. © Rot, Claus. 15 Ric. II. 
Pat. 20 Hen. VI. p. 1. m. 21. 
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HIS is a disjointed pariſh, lying contiguous to Iiminſter in the hundred of Abdick 
and Bulſtone. It is ſituated on riſing ground, with an agreeable variety of ſur- 
face, and well wooded and watered. The ſoil is a ſtone-ruſh, mixed with ſand. The 


lands nearly equally divided between tillage and dairy. Two hamlets are compriſed 
within this pariſh, viz. 


I. ALOWNSHAY, one mile eaſtward from the church. 
2, LuDNey, the ſame diſtance towards the ſoutheaſt, 
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A. D. 940, Edmund, brother of King Athelſtan, gave this manor, conſiſting of eight 
hides, to the abbey of Glaſtonbury,* in which, till the general ſubverſion of Engliſh 
property by William the Conqueror, it continued; and was then given with the other 
adjacent lordſhips to the Earl of Morton. 


te Hubert holds of the Earl, CyinczsTone. The church of Glaſtingberie held it 
ce in the time of King Edward, and gelded for eight hides. The arable is eight caru- 
ce cates. Thereof are in demeſne four hides, and there are two carucates, and three 
« ſervants, and eleven villanes, and thirteen cottagers, with five ploughs. There are 
o forty-one acres of meadow, Wood ſix furlongs long, and three furlongs broad. It 
ce was and is worth nine pounds. The church has no ſervice.” 


8 Edw. I. John de Burgh held this manor with that of Alownſbay,* whence i it came 
to the family of Fitzpaine, and afterwards to the Chidioks of Dorſetſhire.* Earl Poulett 
is its preſent poſſeſſor. 


At Alownſhay, which has been a place of great antiquity, was formerly a church or 
Chapel. Of this place was Henry Jeanes, ſon of Chriſtopher Jeanes of Kingſton, 
who became a commoner of New-Inn-hall in the univerſity of Oxford in the year 
1626, and afterwards, being a learned preacher both in the univerſity and elſewhere, 
was in 1635 preſented by Sir John Wyndham to the rectory of Beer-Crocombe and 
Capland in this county; ſoon after which he became vicar of Kingſton; and at length, 
upon the change of the times in 1641, he became rector of the church of Chedzoy in 
the room of Dr. Walter Raleigh. He wrote divers books, and was according to the 
relation of Wood, a ſcholaſtical man, a contemner of the world, generous, free-hearted, 

Jolly, witty, and facetious. He died at Wells A. D. 1662, and was buried in the 
cathedral church. 


The living is a curacy in the deanery of Crewkerne, and in the gift of the dean and 
chapter of Wells, In 1292 it was valued at twenty marks. 


The church conſiſts of a nave and chancel, between which ſtands a large embattled 
tower, containing four bells. : 


* Guilielm. Malmeſbur. de Antiq. Glaſton. Eccleſ. Ad. de Dom. 72. - * Lib. Domeſday. 
© Eſc. - © Ibid, Athen. Oxon, ii, 298. r 'Taxat, Spiritual. 
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IES on the ſouthern ſide of Bath-Forum, and extends northweſtward to that 
of Keynſnam. The Roman Foſſe- road, entering this diſtrict at Odd-Down, 
traverſes it obliquely from northeaſt to ſouthweſt, and is in many parts ſtill 

perfect. The ancient lords of the hundred were the families of Montefort, Bergherſh, 
Hungerford, and Haſtings. It now belongs to Thomas Samuel Jolliffe, and Samuel 
Twyford, eſqrs. | | 


VVV 
| 1 large pariſh is ſituated in a delightful champaign country, five miles ſouth- 


weſt from the city of Bath, in a vale nearly ſurrounded with hills finely cultivated, 
and wooded with elm, aſh, oak, and hazel coppices, which in this foil thrive luxuriantly. 


This place, lying ſo contiguous to the Foſſe, and ſo near the Aquz Solis of the 
Romans, became one of their moſt conſiderable villas in theſe parts, and the veſtiges 
of their works are here frequently developed. There is a ſpot of ground called Mello 
Hayes, which ſeems particularly to have been inhabited by that people, there having 
been no leſs than four Roman teſſelated pavements found here. The firſt was in the 
year 1685 the others in 1737 and 1739. Theſe pavements were moſt elegantly inlaid 
with ſmall zeſere, forming a variety of figures of men, animals, leaves, ſquares, and 
circles.” At the ſame place were alſo diſcovered the remains of a Roman ſudatory, in 
which were the fragments of paterz and other utenſils, and large hewn ſtones, ſome 
round and others ſquare, being part of ſome very large and noble edifice. In a barrow 


* Gale's Antoninus, p. 89. v Plates of theſe have been publiſhed by the Antiquarian Society. _ 
: 0 
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alſo here were found ſome few years ago ſeveral ſtone coffins; but theſe muſt have been 
depoſited by a ſubſequent people, probably the Saxons, ſome one of whoſe chieftains, 
according to provincial tradition, having been ſlain in a bloody battle, lies buried under- 
neath an immenſe tumulus, called Vovodborougb, at the extremity of the pariſh. 


The Norman topographers, miſtaking the Saxon F, wrote this place Telte, and in the 
Conqueror's ſurvey thus deſcribe this manor, and the adjoining one of Woodborough: 


e Oſbern himſelf holds TeLwz. Dono held it in the time of King Edward, and 


ee oelded for five hides. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, 


« and two ſervants, and three villanes, and four cottagers, with three ploughs. There 
te are two mills rented at one hundred pence, and fourteen acres of meadow, and ſix- 


te teen acres of coppice-wood, and fourteen acres of paſture. It was formerly worth 
te three pounds, now four pounds.“ 


te Oſbern himſelf holds UD EBERCE. Dono held it in the time of King Edward, and 
&« gelded for one hide. The arable is two carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, and 


e {ix cottagers, with one ſervant, and eight acres of meadow. It was — worth 
ce thirty ſhillings, now it is worth forty ſhillings.“ 


This Oſbern, who was ſurnamed Gifard, or Giffard, had by the grant of William 


the Conqueror ſeveral manors in various parts of England, of which Brimpsfield in 


Glouceſterſhire was his principal ſeat; but afterwards Winterborn in Wilts became the 


head of his barony, and was denominated from him Winterborn-Giffard. He was ſuc- 


ceeded by Helias Giffard, who was a benefactor to the abbey of St. Peter at Glouceſter, 
as was alſo Helias his ſon, who was living in the time of Henry II. and then gave lands 
at Aldbourn in the county of Wilts to the knights-templars. This Helias was a monk 
of St. Peter's abbey in Glouceſter.. To him ſucceeded another Helias, the third 


- of that name, who 12 Henry II. held nine knights' fees, and gave one hundred marks 


fine for livery of his inheritance.* His ſucceſſor was Thomas Giffard, who lived in the 
time of Ric. I. and was father of another Helias Giffard, who joined with the rebellious 
barons againſt King John, and thus loſt many of his eſtates. This manor of Wellow 
in the ſucceeding reign is found to be held of the honour of Glouceſter by Henry de 
Montefort," whoſe deſcendant Reginald conveyed it 20 Edw. III. to Sir Bartholomew 


de Burgherſh,' whence it came to the families of Hungerford, Haſtings, and Huntingdon. 


1630 Sir Arthur Capel, knt. was lord of this manor. It is now the property of 
William Gore Langton, eſq. 


Lands in WoopBokovucn belonged to the Carthuſian monaſtery of Hinton. bo is 


now the ſeat of the family of Lanſdown. 


Southward from Wellow, at the diſtance of about one mile is the hamlet of SToxey- 
L1TTLETON, which before the Norman invaſion was the land of three Saxon lords, but 
was given by the Conqueror to Roger de Curcelle. 


Many names are miſpelt in Domeſday-book, by reaſon of the tranſcribers not underſtanding the Saxon cha- 
raters, or to copy them from the pronunciation of the natives. 


Lib. Domeſday. * Ibid. f Dugd. Bar. i. 500. © Rot. Pip. 12 Hen. In 
> Lib. Feod. | Rot. Claus. 20 Ed, III. * Pat, 36 Ed. III. «N 


= * 


UWellow.) W 2-1 LW 1 


ce Norman holds of Roger, LIT EL TONE. Almar and Oſbern and Godric held it for 
te three manors in the time of King Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable 
« js four carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, and three ſervants, and four vil- 
ce lanes, and three cottagers, with one plough. There are forty acres of meadow, and 
ce as many of coppice-wood. It was and is worth forty ſhillings.” 


The lords of Wellow were afterwards the chief lords of this manor, under whom 
it was ſometime held by the family of Brook. 5 Henry V. Sir Thomas Brook, knt. 
held the manor of Littleton,»with lands and tenements, in Wellow, Pokeliniche, or 
Peglinch, Harſerig, now called Haſſage, Woodborough, Shenigscomb, now Shaſcomb, and 
Camely, of Sir Walter Hungerford, knt.“ The manor is now the property of John 
Smith, eſq. | 


Another adjacent harnlet is called Beggeridge, which formerly gave name to a family. 
24 Edw. I. Gilbert de Baggerugge held part of a knight's fee here of the honour of 
Glouceſter." The abbot and convent of St. Auguſtine's in Briſtol had alſo poſſeſſions 
in this hamlet, which 32 Henry VIII. were granted to the Earl of Hertford.* 7 Edw. 
VI. the manor of Beggeridge was the property of William Crowche, eſq.” 


Weſtward from Wellow is the ancient village of WaiTzoxMEaD, which in the Con- 


queror's time was called F/tocheſmede, probably from ſome Saxon lord, and was then 
held by Roger de Curcelle: 


© Robert holds of Roger, WIrochEs MDE. Two thanes held it in the time of 
te King Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is two carucates, which are in 
ce demeſne, with one ſervant, and fix cottagers. There are three acres of meadow, and 
ce thirty acres of wood. It was and is worth three pounds.“ 


This place alſo gave name to a family, of whom John Wittokeſmede occurs witneſs 
to a certificate from the rolls of a court of piepowder 35 Henry VI. he was then bailiff 
to Richard Beauchamp biſhop of Saliſbury. 9 Edw. II. Joan Atte-chambre held at 
Whiteoxmead one mefſuage, ten acres of meadow, eight acres of arable, and two acres 

of wood, of Sir Elias Cottel, knt. by ſervice of ſuit at the three week court of the ſaid 
Elias at Camerton.” 23 Edw. III. the heir of the ſaid Sir Elias Cottel held the eighth 
part of a knight's fee in Whiteoxmead, and Richard de Rodney the ſame, of Hugh le 
Deſpenſer.“ The priors of Hinton had tenements in this hamlet, as they had allo in 


 PzcLINCH, another neighbouring vill, written in ancient times Puchelege, and Poke- 
linche. This was another of the manors of Roger de Curcelle, as we learn from the 
following extract: 


_ © Golisfrid holds of Roger, PuchzlxOE. Almar held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for one hide. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne are two caru- 
te cates, and five ſervants, and two villanes, and four cottagers, with two ploughs. 
< There are fix acres of meadow, and fix acres of paſture. It was and is worth forty 
cc ſhillings. 5 N 
! Lib. Domeſday. " Eſc. „Lib. Feod. 
Pat. 32 Hen. VIII. p. 6. The abbot's lands in Wellow were in 1293 valued at 1003. T axat. Temporal. 
Ter. Sydenham, *%ib, Domeſday. ” Eſc, Lib. Feod. Lib, Domeſday. Th 
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The manor became afterwards the property of the families of Montfort, and Rodney. 
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| 35 Edw. III. Sir Walter de Rodney, knt. gave this manor, with a carucate and two 


yard-lands in Woodborough, Ekewike or Eaſt-Wick, and Whiteoxmead, to the prior 
and convent of Hinton," in which it continued till the diſſolution of monaſteries, when, 
36 Henry VIII. the manor of Peglinch, and the hamlet of Cheſcombe or Syascompe 
in this pariſh, Eaſt-Wick, and Whiteoxmead; as alſo lands and tenements in Peglinch, 

Sheſcombe, Whiteoxmead, Woodborough, Eaſt-Wick, Wellow, and Camerton, were 
granted to John Biſſe and his heirs, tenable of the King in chief by the ſervice of the 
twentieth part of a knight's fee.” The manor is now the property of Walter * 
of Wraxall in the county of Wilts, eſq. 


Twix N EV, or TwyN1no, a hamlet northeaſt ward from Wellow, imparted its name 
to a family of repute, who were originally ſeated here, but aſterwards removed to 
Cayford and other parts.” This eſtate belonged ſometime to the family of Hungerford, 
and other lands were held here by the abbot and convent of Muchelney.* It was an- 
ciently written Tornie, and Turnie, and was at the Conqueſt (as we ſhall ſee hereafter) 
a member of the manor of Comb-Hay. 
Of the hamlets of Syascompr and Hassace, little occurs memeretile. The former 
is the eſtate of Walter Long, eſq. 
The abbot and convent of Cirenceſter in the county of Glouceſter, were patrons of 
the church of Wellow, which was given to them by their founder King Henry I. A. D. 
1133.“ The rectory was in 1292 valued at twenty-four pounds; the vicarage at 
thirteen marks. 
The living is vicarial, in the deanery of Frome, and in the patronage of the Rev. 
Edmund Gardiner. The Rev. William Devey 1s the preſent incumbent. 

The church is dedicated to St. Julian. It was built at the expence of Sir Walter 
Hungerford about A. D. 1372, and is a handſome edifice, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, 
two fide ailes, and tower at the weſt end, containing a clock and eight bells, 


In the chancel is an ancient ſtone monument, whereon lies the effigy of a woman 


dreſſed in a cloſe-bodied gown, with a large ruff, and in the lower part of the front of 


the tomb the effigies of ſeveral children, two of- whom are lying ſwathed on ſmall 
tombs. On a tablet is this inſcription: 


E pitaphium i in mortem Dorothez Popham, fideliſſimæ conjugis Edwardi Popham, 
armigeri: obijt Anno Chriſti incarnati 1614, primo Decembris die, anno ætatis 26. 

ce Alma parens, mater virtutis, candida conjux— 
Hæc tria cum parvo corpore magna jacent. 

Degit caſta viro, virtuti vixit alumna: 
(Quid magis optandum) pauperibuſque parens. 

Vir virtus: Populi damnum deplangite veſtrum— 
En miſeri! tumulo cuncta ſepulta jacent.“ 


Arms: Argent, on a chief gules two bucks' heads caboſſed or. 


* ad quod Damn. * Pat, 36 Hen, VIII. See vol. ii. p. 189. * Eſe. 


* Excerpt. e Regiſt, Welen. » Taxat, Spiritual. | 
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Near the above is a ſmall mural ſtone, inferibed, —— Here lyeth the body of Giles | 
Hungerford, gent. who departed this life the 14th of Oct. in the yeare of our Lord 1638.“ 


On another is a braſs- plate with this inſcription: “ Here lyeth the body of M.. 
Vrſula Hungerford, ſecond daughter of Mr. John Hungerford, of North- Standing in the 
county of Wilts, who departed this life the 16th day of October, anno Dom. 1645. 


Againſt the ſouth wall of the chancel is a ſtone, inſcribed, ——< Here lyeth the body 
of Richard Landſdowne, eſq; who departed this life the gth of January 1694. Here 
alſo lyeth the body of Dorothy the wife of Richard Landſdowne, who was daughter of 
Alexander Thiſtlethwayte, of Winterſlow in the GEE of Wilts, eſq. She dyed 
July 17, 1717.” 

Againſt one of the pillars in the nave,— —& This in memory of Thins Scudamore, 


gent. of Whiteoxmead in this pariſh, who lies interred near this pillar. He r r= 
this life July 5, Anno Dom. 1718, ætat. 79.“ 


In the fouth aile is a mural monument of black and white marble, with * following 
inſcription: « Near this place lyeth the body of the Rev. Mr. John Hodſon, 
miniſter of this place many years, who died March 11th, 1718, aged 75, As alſo the 
body of his ſon Edwin Hodſon; late member of the corporation of Bath, who died 
May the 18th, 1735, aged 40. And alſo the body of Mrs. Sarah Bletchly, of Bath, 


who died July 21, 1741, aged 57; at whoſe expence this monument was erected to the 
9 of the aboveſaid Mr. Edwin Hodſon.” 


EA . MN; 


HIS pariſh i is ſituated ſouthweſt from Wellow, near the Foſſe Py ſix miles from 
the city of Bath. That part of it which was in ancient times moſtly inhabited, 
was (as it is ſaid) its weſtern and ſouthweſtern extremity, where large foundations of 
buildings have been ſeen. Near the Foſſe were heretofore found ſome large bones, and 
part of a teſſelated pavement. A ſmall brook, called the Cam, riſing at Camely, and 
giving name to that, as well as this village, waſhes the valley, and paſſing by Dunkerton, 
Combe-Hay, and Midford, diſcharges its waters into the river Avon. 


In the year of our Lord 954, Alfred, with the conſent of King Edred, gave this manor 
of Camerton, then written Camelartone, to the monks of Glaſtonbury.* Its contents 
were at that period certified to be five hides, or about ſix hundred acres of land.* When 
William the Conqueror came to the crown, he ſeized the eſtate, and beſtowed, it upon 
his favourite the Earl of Morton, who ſhortly after exchanged 1 it with the. abbey for the 
manor of Tintinhull ; by thoſe means reinſtating the monks in their former TS 
Theſe negociations appear from the ſurvey of that age: | 

' * Guilielm, Malmeſbur. ap, Ad. de Domerham, i. 76. » Thid. 
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« The Church itſelf holds CamtitrTONE. 
« Edward, and gelded for ten hides. 


* 
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Edmer held it in the time of King 
The arable is ten carucates. Thereof are in 


« demeſne ſeven hides, and there are two carucates, and eight ſervants, and fix villanes, 
te and fix cottagers, with two ploughs, There are two mills of five ſhillings rent, and 


ce fourſcore acres of meadow, and twenty acres of paſture, and rey acres of wood. It 
is worth ſeven pounds. 


« Of this land of this manor Roger holds of the Abbot one hide, and has there one 


© plough, with one fervaht, and one cottager. 
« acres of wood. It is worth ten ſhillings. 


There are ten acres of meadow, and ſix 


ce This manor Earl Moriton gave to the abbot for TuTEnzLLE in exchange.“ 


In the time of Henry I. Abbot Herlewin, whoſe extravagatice and profuſe liberality 
involved his church in many difficulties ard much di 


merton, then called Camelerton, to one Sir Robert de Cotele, knt. his favourite, who, 
at Herlewin's death in 1120, entered on this eſtate, and many others which he had 


obtained by the ſame abbot's indiſcretion.* 


„ gave the manor of Ca- 


He died himſelf ſoon after, and Sigfrid, 


fucceeding to the abbacy, ſet about proving his right to this manor, which, in the time 


of his ſucceſſor Henry de Blois, was peaceably ceded to the abbey. 


Notwithſtanding 


which the fame family of Cotele continued for a long ſucceſſion tenants under the 
In the aid levied for marrying the King's daughter 
12 Henry II. Richard Cotele is certified to hold twenty pounds worth of land, which 
formerly belonged to the demeſnes and refectory of the monks, and was exempt from 
doing any ſervice for the ſame;* perhaps through an indulgence to the children of Sir 
Robert de Cotele, who claimed this manor by virtue of the grant made by Abbot 


reſpective abbots of Glaſtonbury. 


Herlewin. 


To this Richard Cotele ſucceeded Sir William Cotele, who was a knight * the 
time of Henry III. and Edw. I. and left iſſue Elias Cotele, who held this manor of the 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells, by reaſon of an award made in favour of that ſee during its 
diſſentions with the abbots of Glaſtonbury. This Elias Cotele preſented to the church 
of Camerton 9 Edw. III. and was the laſt of the name that had any concern with the 
place. For 16 Edw. III. Oliver Dinant, or Dinham, a- younger ſon of the Dinhams, 
barons of Hartland in Devoriſhire, and of Buckland in this county, died ſeized hereof, 
leaving by his ſecond wife Margaret, the daughter of Sir Richard Hydon, three 

daughters his coheirs; the eldeſt of whom, Margaret, was married to Sir William 
Aſthorpe, knt. who in her right became poſſeſſed of this manor, and held the ſame 
from 39 Edw. III. to 1 Henry IV. when he died, and Robert Paulton was found to 
be his next heir. Which Robert Paulton held it but one year, and was ſuceeeded 
This Sir William 
married Elizabeth daughter of Sir John Wroth; but having no iſſue by her, he ſettled 
this manor upon the huſbands of his kinſwomen, Joan the wife of John Kelly, and 
daughter of Elias Fitzpayn, of Studley in the county of Devon; and Agnes the wife of 


therein by Sir William Paulton, knt. his brother and next heir.* 


Lib. Domeſday. Ad. de Domerham. Hiſt. ii. 312. 


* Ad. de Domerham. ut ſupra, 472. 


b Excerpt, e Regiſt, Wellen. 


* Ibid, 313. 
3 Eſc, 


Lib. Nig. Scac. ii. 89. 


> Ibid, 
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Nicholas St. Loe; who at his death 28 Henry VI. were found to be his next heirs.“ 
John Kelly died ſeized of a moiety of this manor 5 Edw. IV. leaving by the ſaid 
Joan his wife two ſons, Thomas and William, the firſt of whom left one daughter 
Edith, the wife of Humphry Calwodelegh; but they having no iſſue, the two daugh- 
ters of William, the ſecond ſon of John Kelly, became veſted with the eſtate; the 
eldeſt of whom, Margaret, was married to Michael Kelly, and-the other to John 
Carew ſon of Sir William Carew, of St. Edmundſbury in the county of Suffalk, de- 
ſcended from the ancient and eminent family of Carew, of Carew-caſtle in the county 
of Pembroke. The ſaid family of Carew became afterwards ſolely poſſeſſed of the 
manor of Camerton, and held the ſame till abaut the middle of the preſent century, 
when Thomas Carew, eſq; ſold it to Philip Stephens, eſq; father of James Stephens, 
eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor, who has a handſome houſe near the church, with a large 
pleaſure ground embelliſhed with thriving plantations. 


In the valley at Roproxp is a coal-mine belonging to the faid James Stephens, eſq; 
and other gentlemen, which has been worked for ſome years with much ſucceſs. In 
the ſtrata of black ſtone are a great variety of curious impreſſions of ferns, ruſhes, and 
other plants. In the corn fields of this pariſh grows a kind of tithymalus or eſula, 


ſomewhat reſembling the ſun ſpurge; its ſtalks are, reddiſh, and the leaves pale green, 
or inclining to yellow. | 


Northward on the hill is the hamlet of TunLy, anciently called Tumbeli. This 


eſtate belonged in the time of King William the Conqueror to Giflebert Fitz- Turold; 
it is now part of the manor of Camerton. 


ce Walter holds of Giſlebert TumszLi. Edric held it in the time of King Edward, 
te and gelded for five hides. The arable is five carycates. In demeſne is one carucate, 
ce and two ſervants, and five villanes, and four bordars, and four cottagers, with three 
te ploughs. There is a mill of thirty-pence rent, and thirty-five acres of meadow. 
« Paſture one mile long, and half a mile broad, and as much of wood. When he re- 
te ceived it, it was worth one hundred ſhillings, now the ſame.” 


Near this ſtands another ancient village denominated CrztpLinccot, ſometimes 
corruptly Carnicut, which in the ſame ſurvey is thus deſcribed: 


Richard holds of the Earl [Morton] Cazoeiincors. Godeman held it in the 
ce time of King Edward, and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is three 
© carycates. In demeſne are two carucates, with one ſervant, and one villane, and 


te three cottagers. There is a mill of fiye ſhillings rent, and ten acres: of meadow. 
ce It is worth fifty ſhillings.” 


This manor was afterwards held by the family of . and under them by ethers 
as of the ſeignory of Morton. 19 Edw. I. the heirs of William, Franceis and Robert 
le Harper held one knight's fee de Mortaigne in Cridlincote of Sir Hugh Lovel, knt: 


The family of Bampfylde were its ſubſequent lords. The tithes of Creedlingcot were 


given by William earl of Morton to the monks of Montacute. 
The ancient vill of Wick is called in the record above quoted Ecewicbe. 


* Eſe. See Crowcombe in the hundred of Williton-Freemanors. Lib. Domeſday. 
? Ibid, 4 3 19974 See page 312. cc Alured 
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\ | | cc Alured holds of the Earl, Ecxwicus. Aleſtan held it in the time of King Þ 
| 


i « Edward, and gelded for one virgate of land. There is one villane, and one ſervant. 
1 ce It was and is worth ten ſhillings.”” 


It was afterwards ſometime called Eſtwiłe, and lands here 18 to the monaſtery 
at Hinton. 


There is alſo a hamlet called MzpyarTz, weſt from Tunly, containing three houſes, 
and another called LEMASFIELD, northward from Tunly, in which are two houſes. 


The living of Camerton is a rectory in the deanery of Frome, and in the gift of the 
lord of the manor. The Rev. John Prowſe is the preſent incumbent. In 1292 this 


. rectory was rated at 10l. 188. 8d. The abbot of er had a — from it of 
f 1.35. 4d. and the prior of Montacute another of 8s. 


| The church is dedicated to St. Peter, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and north 
| chapel, with a large tower at the weſt end. 


= | In the chopel are two large tombs, on the firſt of which lie the effigies of Sir John | 

30 Carew in armour, and his lady in a cloſe-bodied veſt; beneath on one ſide are the images 

4 | \ of three boys kneeling, and on the other four girls in like poſture, with a little babe 

BW | under them ſwathed like a mummy, and reclining on two ſculls. The inſcription as fol- 

| | [ | lows: © This monument was erected to the memory of John Carew, knight, and Dame 
1 Elizabeth his wife, anno Dom. 1640.“ At the head of theſe effigies are two erect 

ſhields oppoſite each other; the one bearing Or, three lions paſſant in pale ſable, armed 


nw and langued gules, Carew. The other, Argent, a chevron gules between three coots ſable, 
a= Southcot. At the feet is a large erect ſhield reſpecting the figures, and charged as follows: 
8 ; | LP Quarterly, Firſt and fourth, Carew. Second, Argent, a chevron between three billets 
. gules, Kelly. Third, Argent, a croſs between four choughs able: impaling Southcot. 

\ 


he is dreſſed in a coat reſembling leather, with long lit cuffs, and large round buttons 

from top to bottom; ſix on the flap of each pocket, and ſixteen on each ſkirt from the 

hip to the bottom, trunk hoſe, and high-heeled ſhoes. She is attired in a black looſe 

| hood, the lappets of which are tied under her chin, ſtays of the preſent faſhion, and a 

\ looſe black coat below. On each fide is the figure of a-child formally habited. — 

(- | 4 Here lieth the body of John Carew, eſq; ſecond ſon of Sir John Carew, knt. who 

4 | EE dyed the 5th of June 1683. Mrs. Dorothy Carew, wife of John Carew, eſq; who 

| | erected this monument, dyed Jan. 4, 1686.” At the weſt end of the tomb is this coat, 

_—_ ? Quarterly, 1. Carew. 2. Argent, a chevron between three leopards' heads eraſed or, 
a. | s langued gules. 3. Southcot. 4. Sable, on a bend cotiſed three mullets or. 

| On the north ſide is a handſome mural monument of fine veined marble, on the tablet 

of which is this inſcription: « Near this place, in the vault underneath, reſts. the 

body of Thomas Carew, eſq; who was ſon of Thomas Carew, merchant in London, 

w_ | and grandſon of Thomas Carew, eſq; of Studley in the county of Devon, and great- 


| | | The other tomb ſupport the effigies of John Carew, eſq; and Dorothy his wife; 
i 


grandſon of Sir John Carew, knt. of Carew- caſtle in the county of Pembroke in the 
principality of Wales, He departed this, life the 4th day of Sept. in the year 1719. 


: ey 
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He married Eliza the eldeſt daughter of John Sanford, eſq; of Nynehead i in this county, 

by whom he had living at his death four ſons, Thomas, John, George, and Henry; 
and ſix daughters, Eliza, Mary, Penelope, Ann, Lucy, and Amp, all young and un- 
married. He was the beſt of huſbands, and the beſt of fathers, a ſincere friend, a good 
maſter, a kind neighbour, and charitable to the poor. Here alſo lyeth the body of 
Sarah the daughter of Thomas Carew, and Elizabeth his wife, who departed this life 
the 4th of April in the year 1714. In memory of her very loving, and entirely be- 
loved huſband, this monument vas erected by his ſorrowful relict, A. D. 1721. 
ce Here likewiſe is depoſited the body of Elizabeth the relict of the ſaid Thomas 
Carew, eſq; who died 24th of Sept. 1728, aged 56.” Arms, 1. Carew. 2. Per ſaltire 
argent and gules. 3. Vert, three ſnakes coiled or. 4. Argent, three fleurs-de-lis gules. . 
5. Argent, ſix mullets ſable, 3, 2, 1. 6. Or, three torteaux. 7. Gules, a feſſe lozengy 


argent. 8. Argent, a teſſe between three pigs /able. Motto, F efpere bien. On another 
ſmaller ſhield, Carew, impaling argent three bars wavy azure. - 


At the eaſt end of the ſame aile is an elegant mural monument of black and white 
marble; inſcribed, —— In the vault belonging to the family are depoſited the remains 
of Elizabeth wife of John Carew, eſq; and daughter of John Billing, eſq; once mayor 
of the city of Bath: ſhe died March the 5th, 1747, aged 42. Alſo the remains of the 
above John Carew, eſq; who died Dec. 12, 1750, aged 45.” 


On a tomb in the church-yard, juſt raiſed above the ſurface, lies reclined with her 


right elbow reſting on a cuſhion or pillow, a female figure cut in ſtone, without 1 in- 
ſcription or other memorial. | 


The church-yard is one of the prettieſt in the kingdom, rendered ſo by the proprietor 
of the neighbouring manſion. The tombs are almoſt hid by laurels, arbor-vitzs, and 
roſes; the walls of the church are mantled over with ivy and pyracanthas. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh from 1751 to 1758, were 60; the burials 42. From 
1775 to 1781, the — were 75; the burials 50. 


— . — 


COMBE-HAY, alias COMBE-HAWEY, 


S ſituated a mile north from Wellow, and three miles nearly ſouthweſt from Bath, 
on the verge of a rich comb or valley. The environs of this village are very beau- 
tiful, being thrown into all the varieties of hill and dale, highly cultivated, and adorned 
with wood, and neat farms and cottages interſperſed among the deep winding dingles. 
Two ſprings riſing on the hills conjoin in the ſtreet, and form a rivulet which runs 
hence to Midford in its way to the river Avon. Betwixt the village and the preſent 
road from Bath to Wells, the Roman Foſſe is ſeen in its original perfect form; being 


raiſed very high, with a deep foſſe or ditch on either ſide, imparting name to this vene- 
rable relick of . | 


- Among 
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Among the many manors which King William the Conqueror beſtowed upon his 
kinſman Odo biſhop-of Bayeux, there was only one in this county, which was this of 
Combe, thus recorded in the grand ſurvey of that time: 


| | The Land of the Biſhop of Bayeux. 
ce The Biſhop of Baieux holds Cows, and Sanſon of him. Lewin held it in the 
ce time of King Edward, and gelded for eight hides. The arable is eight carucates. 
cc Thereof are in demeſne five hides, and there are three carucates, and ſeven ſervants, 
te and ten villanes, and fix cottagers, with two. ploughs. There are forty acres of 


&© meadow, and forty acres of paſture, and ſixty acres of coppice-wood. It was and is 
* worth ten pounds. 


« To this manor are added three virgates of land in Tognrs, Ci. e. e ] Alward 
ce held them in the time of King Edward for a manor, and gelded for as much. The 
© arable is half a carucate. It was and is worth thirteen ſhillings,””* 


This Odo was half brother to the Conqueror by the mother's fide, Biſnop of Bayeux 
in Normandy, and Earl of Kent in England. He was alſo Count Palatine, and Chief 

Juſticiary of all England, and was reputed the wiſeſt and wealthieſt man in the realm. 
He commanded his brother's armies with much honour and ſucceſs; but his extraor- 
dinary power and wealth made him forget himſelf, and he became inſolent, oppreſſive, 
and ambitious. Thinking himſelf rich enough to purchaſe the papacy of Rome, 
which was then filled by Hildebrand, he in the year 1082 collected together all his 
treaſures, and a great band of choice ſoldiers to attend him into Italy; but King 
William, having intelligence of his deſign, ſurprized him in the Ifle of Wight, ſeized 
his perion and poſſeſſions, and baniſhed him into Normandy. 


When upon the death of William the Conqueror, William, Gurnamed Rufus, ſuc- 
ceeded to the crown, Odo was retaken into favour and reſtored to his earldom of Kent; 
but he ſtill maintained his ambitious principles, and could not obſerve the power of his 
new ſovereign, without reflecting on the diminution of his own; he therefore incited 
the nobility and people of the realm to ſet up Robert Curthoſe duke of Normandy 
on the throne, in the room of Rufus; but here again his, plots were intercepted, and 
he was obliged to abjure the realm for ever. 


The eſtates which this great man poſſeſſed, were diſpoſed of by the crown in various 


ways to various perſons. What primarily became of this manor does not appear, but 
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it ſoon became the poſſeſſion of the family of Hawey or Hay, who gave it the additional 
name, whereby it is to this day diſtinguiſhed. 


There is no doubt that this family were originally of Somerſetſhire ; but no perfect 
account of them can be obtained. The manor of Combe continued in their poſſeſſion 
for ſeveral. generations, (there being the ſucceſſive names of William, John, Robert, 
John, and Thomas Hawey) till in the time of Edw. I. it paſſed by the marriage of 
Julian, daughter and ſole heir of Thomas Hawey, to Sir Peter Stradling, knt. a deſcen- 
dant-of the ancient family of Le Eſterlings, who had their habitation in a townſhip of that 
name on the Baltick ſea. Sir William Le Efterling, the firſt who came into England, 


Lib. Domeſday. 


Was 
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was one of thoſe knights who in 1090 attended Robert Fitz-Hamon earl of Glouceſter 
in his expedition into Wales againſt Prince Rheſe, and for his ſervices therein obtained 
of that prince the caſtle and manor of St. Donat's in Glamorganſhire, which became the 

principal ſeat of his deſcendants. Sir John his ſon ſucceeded him, and by Maud his 
wife, daughter of Sir Robert Corbet, knt. had iflue Sir Maurice L'Efterling, who mar- 
ried Cecily daughter and heir of Picot de Say. Which Sir Maurice was father of Sir 
Robert, who firſt wrote his name Stradling; he married Hawiſe daughter of Sir Hugh 
Brin, by whom he had iſſue Sir Gilbert Stradling, father of Sir William, grandfather 
of Sir John, and great-grandfather of Sir Peter Stradling abovementioned, who mar- 
ried the heireſs of Hawey. 


Which Sir Peter Stradling, lord of the manor of Combe-Hawey in right of Julian 
his wife, had iſſue by her Sir Edward Stradling, who married Eleanor daughter of Sir 
Gilbert Stradling (a younger branch of this family) and was father of another Sir Edward, 
who 17 Edw. III. was one of the knights of the ſhire for this county, and with his 
colleague Sir Henry Power had an allowance of twelve pounds for thirty days attend- 
ance on the parliament, going, ſtaying, and returning. He married Wentlian ſiſter and 
heir to Sir Laurence Berkrolls, ſon of Sir Roger Berkrolls, by his wife one of the 
daughters and coheirs of Pagan de Turberville, lord of Coity in the county of Gla- 
. morgan, by whom he acquired a very large eſtate, | 


Sir William his ſon ſucceeded him, who 9 Henry IV. was made a knight of the 
Holy Sepulchre whilſt he was at Jeruſalem; his wife was Julian daughter of Sir John 
St. Barbe, by whom he had iſſue Edward, who was with his father in the Holy Land, 
where he had the ſame honour of knighthood conferred upon him; and in the begin- 
ning of the reign of Henry V. married Jane daughter of Henry Beaufort cardinal and 
biſhop of Wincheſter, by whom he acquired the manor of Halſway in this county. 


Sir Henry, ſon of the laſt-mentioned Sir Edward, was the next poſſeflor of this manor; 
but his chief reſidence was at St. Donat's, in coming from which to his ſeat in this 
county, he was taken by a pirate of Bretagne, and obliged to pay two thouſand two 
hundred marks for his ranſom ; which occaſioned the ſale of two manors in Oxfordſhire, 
and other eſtates in different parts. He likewiſe was knighted at Jerufalem, but died 
in his way home at Cyprus, leaving iſſue by Elizabeth his wife, daughter of William 
Thomas of Ragland, Thomas Stradling his heir and ſucceſſor in this eſtate. 


This Thomas married Jennet daughter of Thomas Matthew, of Rhydor in Glamor- 
ganſhire, by whom at his death in 1480 he left iſſue Sir Edward and Henry. Sir 
Edward, the eldeſt ſon, married Elizabeth daughter of Sir Thomas Arundel, of Lan- 
hern in the county of Cornwall, and died in 1535, leaving iſſue Sir Thomas Stradling, 
whoſe wife was Catherine daughter of Sir Thomas Gamage, by whom he was father of 
Sir Edward Stradling, who was a great ſcholar, and author of a Welſh grammar which 
he wrote in his travels, and was eſteemed in its day a capital performance. He married 
Agnes daughter of Sir Edward Gage; but having no iſſue, he gave his eſtate to his 
kinſman Sir John Stradling, who in the year 1611 was created a baronet. Which Sir 
John married Elizabeth, daughter of Edward, ſon of Sir Edward Gage aforefaid, by 
whom he had a numerous iſſue, neither of whom enjoyed this eſtate long; for in 1644 it 


became 
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"IE the poſſeſſion of Sir Lewis Dyve, knt. from whom it came to George Huſſey, 
eſq; whoſe ſucceſſor ſold it to Thomas Bennet, of Steeple-Aſhton in the county of 
Wilts, eſq; who gave it to his ſon Thomas Bennet, by whoſe ſiſter and heireſs Mary, it 
came in marriage to Robert Smith, eſq; anceſtor of the preſent proprietor John Smith, 


eſq; whoſe elegant ſeat, beautifully aided both by art and nature, adjoins the pariſh 
church-yard. , - 


The living is a Gery in the deanery « of Frome, and was valued in 1292 at fix 


marks three ſhillings and four-pence.* The lord of the manor is the patron, and the 
Rev. Francis Merewether the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall but handſome edifice, all of it (the tower excepted) "UP IR 


been rebuilt about thirty years ago. It is of one pace, having a neat tower at the weſt 
end, containing a clock and four bells. | 


In the chancel are two mural monuments of white and grey marble; the firſt of 
which is inſcribed, “ In memory of John Bennet, eſq; of this place, ſon of Thomas 
Bennet, eſq; of Steeple-Aſhton in the county of Wilts, who died Aug. 12, 1719, aged 
31 years. As alſo of Jane daughter of Thomas Bennet, eſq; younger brother of the 
above John, who died Feb. 11, 1727, aged 3 months. Thomas, the fourth ſon of 
Robert Smith, eſq; of this place, and Mary his wife, daughter of the above Thomas 
Bennet the elder, and heireſs of the family, died June 10, 17 31, aged 1 month.“ Arms, 


Party per feſſe crenelle gules and argent, a pale, and three demi-lions rampant, coun- 
terchanged, crowned or. 


The other has this inſeription: “ Near this place lies the body of Robert Smith, 
eſq; L.L.D. who departed this life April 5, 1755, aged 54. Alſo the remains of 
Edward Smith, ſon of the above Robert Smith, who died December 1757, aged 16. 
Likewiſe an infant daughter, (died July 5, 1758, aged one month) by the Hon“ Ann 
wife of John Smith, eſq; heir of the ſaid Robert Smith, who cauſed this monument to 
be erected 1760.” Arms, Gules, on a chevron between three cinquefoils argent, two 
leopards' faces gules. On an eſcutcheoa of pretence, Bennet. 


In the floor on a braſs-plate :=—<© Here lyeth the body of Sir Lewis Dyve, of 
Bromham in the county. of Bedford, knt. only ſon of Sir John Dyve, of Bromham, 
Ent. by Dame Beatrice his wife, daughter of Charles Walcot, of Walcot in the county 
of Salop, eſq; who was afterwards married to the Right Hon. John earl of Briſtol, by 
whom ſhe had iflue the Right Hon. George now Earl of Briſtol. The ſaid Sir Lewis 
Dyve took to wife Howard daughter of Sir John Strangways, of Melbury-Sampford in 
the county of Dorſet, knt. and by her had iſſue living at the time of his death, three ſons, 
Francis, Lewis, and John, and one daughter, Grace, who married George Huſſey, of 
M,arnhull in the county of Dorſet, eſq. He died April 17, Ano Dom. 1669. 4 


On another braſs- plate in the chancel floor: Heere lyeth the body of Robert 
Pierce, Bachelor in Divinity, once rector of this place, who died Apr. 7, 1641, aged 49. 
Hee married Elizabeth daughter of Chidiock Tutt, eſq; who (after 16 yeares widow- 
hood) died at Cheſton in Hartfordſhire, Aug. 8, 1657, aged 60.“ Arms, a bend 
raguly between two unicorns; impaling quarterly effaced. 


= | Tat. Spiritual DUNKERTON. 


[ 337 1] 


DUNK E R T O N. 
UR miles fouth from Bath, in a deep valley, on the al Foſſe road, ſtands Dun- 
kerton, the name of which being compounded of Dun, a hill, Carn, a monument 
of ſtones, and Ton, a town, ſignifies the town near the Carnedd mountain; there being 
at ſome little diſtance northeaſtward from the church a remarkable eminence. tautolo- 
gically called Duncorne-Hill, whereon once ſtood a Carnedd, or pile of ſtones, erected 


by our Britiſh forefathers to notify ſome victory, or other memorable event, to ſuc- 
ceeding ages. 


In thoſe early days, however, we know but little of this place, or the * country, 
nor have the Romans themſelves left us any thing here whereby to record their me- 
mory, fave their old road, (in this pariſh very conſpicuous) and a few coins and moul- 
dering urns. In the Saxon times we find it the eſtate of Alwold, a thane, and perſon 
of diſtinction, who loſt it at the Conqueſt, and William gave it to his attendant Turſtin, 

ſurnamed Fitz-Rolf; we have the following account of his poſſeſſions here: 


ce Bernard holds of Turſtin, DuncazTons. Alwold held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable is eight carucates. In demeſne are 
ce four carucates, and eight ſervants, and ten villanes, and fix cottagers, with four 
ce ploughs. There is a mill of ſeven ſhillings and ſix-pence rent, and ſix acres of 
ce meadow, Paſture four furlongs long, and two furlongs broad. It is worth fix 
« pounds. It was formerly worth one hundred ſhillings. 


* To this manor is added one virgate of land, and it is worth five ſhillings, Edwi 
* held it freely in the time of King Edward. D 


'This Bernard, tenant of the manor under Turſtin, was furnamed Pancewolt, but 
afterwards aſſumed the appellation of de Novo Mercatu, or Newmarch, under which he 
occurs witneſs to King William's charter to the monks of Battle in the county of Suſlex.* 
In the ſucceeding reign of William Rufus, when the land was ſo profuſely ſtocked with 
foreigners, that the whole realm became in a manner too little for their appetites, he 
according to the cuſtom of thoſe times, when every man looked upon that as his own 
which he could at any rate lay hold of, went over into Wales, and conquered all the 


three cantereds of the province of Brecknock, where he ſeated himſelf, and founded a 


priory of Benedictine monks near his caſtle.* 


To him ſucceeded Adam de Newmarch, who was a benefactor to the houſe of Auſtin 
canons at Noſtell in the county of York. After him came another Adam de Newmarch, 
who had iſſue William de Newmarch, who 10 Ric. I. paid one hundred pounds for 

livery of his father's lands. | 


of a ſimilar etymology is Dunkery-Beacon n CEN (fee vol. ii. p. 8 
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To which William ſucceeded Henry de Newmarch, who, with the conſent of his wife 
Iſabel, granted to Ralph Luvel, in marriage with his daughter, all thoſe lands in Dun- 
kerton which were held of him by William Baalun.* His ſon's name was William, 
who it ſeems died in his father's life-time; for James de Newmarch brother of Henry 
ſacceeded to the eftate, and 6 Joh. gave two hundred marks for livery of his lands.“ 
He died about 17 Joh. leaving iſſue two daughters his heirs, viz. Iſabel the wife of 
Ralph Ruſſell, and Hawiſc, firſt married to Sir 1 IE de Botreaux, and en to 


Sir Nicholas de Moeles. 


Which Sir Nicholas de Moeles in right of his ſaid wife poſſeſſed the barony of New- 
march, of which this manor was a part, and was held under it by various lords by the 
ſervice of one knight's fee. 9 Edw. II. it was held by Sir Ralph de Gorges, and 
11 Edw. III. by John de Pederton, of Hardington in this county“ This John de 
Pederton had very conſiderable eſtates in theſe parts, and at his death left iſſue an only 
daughter and heir named Agnes, who was married to John Baumfilde, eſq; whereby 
this manor, with the reſt of his lands, came to that —_ in which it ſtill. pe 
being the property of Sir Charles Warwick Bampfylde, bart 


The church of Dunkerton was in 1292 rated at twelve marks. It is a ep in the 


deanery of Frome, and in the patronage of the lord of the manor. The Rev. William 
Munton is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to All-Saints, and is a fmall building of one mes, having a 
tower at the weſt end, in which are five bells. It contains nothing remarkable, ſave 
the following memorial-on a grave-ſtone on the altar ſteps: 


« Hic jacet Reverendus Johannes Dickes, hujus eccleſiæ rector, denatus Auguſti 4, 
1634. Memoriæ ergo. 
« Hic, hæc, hoc, hunc, huic, hujus, bonus, optima, neige 
Fulgor, F ama, Decus, veſtit, adhæret, erit. 
Mente, anima, oh! requiem vivens AJOEKAETOZL lle, 
Carpſit honore ſacro; jam ſuper aſtra manet.” 
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ORTHWARD from Dunkerton, on the ſide of one of thoſe ſhelving dingles, 


which are ſo frequent in this neighbourhood, ſtands Ingliſhcombe, three miles 
diſtant nearly ſouthweſt from the city of Bath. 


Its name is of uncertain origin; it "might have been derived from the "OT | 
Inza and Lomb, ſignifying the paſtures in the valley, or from Enqla-Lomb, the valley 
of the Engliſh, in regard of ſome ſignal victory obtained in theſe parts by the inha- 
bitants of the country over the Danes, or ſome other hoſtile intruders. 


But however uncertain its etymology, and however filent hiſtory and oral tradition 
are concerning it, there remain the moſt evident demonſtrations that ſome very notable 
affairs have been tranſacted in theſe parts in the earlieſt ages of the country. That 
ſtupendous Belgick- rampart Wanſdiłe, croſſes this pariſh in a direction from eaſt to 
weſt, and in the paſtures near the church exiſts in its original form, compoſed of 
a deep graft, and elevated vallum on the ſouth fide, its top being twelve feet high per- 
pendicularly from the bottom of the trench, the breadth of which is in ſome places 
eight, and in others ten feet. In its way hither it paſſes one of the largeſt, and moſt 
remarkable barrows or tumuli in the world, which ſeems to have been intended as a 
monumental fpeculum for all the adjacent country. This eminence, which has been 
called for ages Round-Barrow and Barrow-Hill, although it has generally been con- 
ſidered a natural mount, ſtands on the brow of a high ridge of hills, about half a 
mile eaſtward from the village of Ingliſhcombe, cloſe by the fide of the road from 
Briſtol to Frome, and commands from its ſummit a full view of the city of Bath, the 
Wiltſhire hills, Lanſdown, the vale of Avon, and a long tract of Glouceſterſhire be- 
yond it, bounded by the Severn and the Cambrian mountains. This tumulus 1s at its 
baſe eight hundred yards in circumference, its apex is thirty-ſix yards in diameter from 
eaſt to weſt, and twenty-eight yards from north to ſouth. The ſlope towards the 


eaſt is one hundred and four yards; and the perpendicular height wellward « one hun- 
dred feet. 


Conjecture itſelf cannot reſt ſatisfied concerning the origin of this 1 mount; 
it might have been raiſed in commemoration of ſome ſignal victory, or it might to this 
day cover the reliques and ſpoils of ſome great warrior, who here expired in the cauſe 
of the Sueſſonian Divitiacus, the fabricator of the contiguous boundary; for to this age 


it muſt be referred. A fine copper coin of Antoninus Pius was found in 1786 in the 
road near the foot of the hill. 


According to tradition, Ingliſhcombe was the ſeat of ſome of the Saxon kings, from 
whom the plaee acquired a new denomination. In the time of Edward the Confeſſor, 
it was the eſtate of one of the Saxon thanes, but at the Conqueſt fell to the ſhare of 
the great Biſhop of Coutances, as we are informed by the general ſurvey: 


< Nigel holds of the Biſhop, EncLiscome. A thane held it in the time of King 
c Edward, and gelded for ten hides, The arable is ten carucates. In demeſne are 
| | Xx2 &© three 
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« three carucates, and fix ſervants, and three villanes, and ſeventeen cottagers, with fix 

&« ploughs. There are two mills rendering eleven ſhillings and ſeven-pence. There 
« are twelve acres of meadow, and one hundred acres of coppice wood. It was and is 
* '« worth ten pounds.“ 


In the time of King John, we find this i eſtate in the poſſeſſion of Thomas the 
ſon of William de Harptree, baron of Eaſt-Harptree in this county, who 3 of that 

reign gave ſixty marks for his lands in Ingliſhcombe, which he had by the grant of 
- Hawiſa de Gournay.* Robert the ſon of this Thomas by Eva his wife, ſiſter and heir 
of Maurice de Gant, and daughter of Robert Fitzharding, aſſumed the name of 
Gournay, and at his death 53 Henry III. held rwenty-two knights' fees and a half in 
this county, and thoſe of Wilts and Dorſet, among which is ſet down the manor of 
Ingliſncombe. To him ſucceeded Anſelm de Gournay his ſon and heir, who 14 
Edw. III. granted this manor to Thomas his youngeſt ſon, and the heirs of his body, 
to be held for ever by the annual ſervice of twelve croſs-bow ſhot." After which this 
Place became one of the principal ſeats of this family, and here they had one of their 
baronial caſtles; but by the, attainder of Sir Thomas de Gournay, ſon of the laſt-men- 
tioned Thomas, on account of the murder of Edw. II. this with the reſt of his eſtates 
was confiſcated to the crown, and ſoon after ſettled on the dutchy of Cornwall. The 
Prince of Wales, as Duke of Cornwall, is the preſent lord hereof. 


The caſtle of the Gournays ſtood on a break of the hill, about a quarter of a mile 
eaſtward from the village. It-was ſurrounded by a deep foſſe, which is ſtill remaining, 
as are alſo ſome ſmall parts of wall-work, on the ſouth and weſt ſides; but the building 
itſelf has been demoliſhed near a couple of centuries, and the rectorial barn near the 
church erected with its materials. In the centre of the area was a well, which was 
diſcovered about forty years ago, by the taking down a large maple-tree, in conſequence 
of a prevailing popular opinion that curioſities were to be found underneath, It was 
nine feet in diameter, compoſed of finely hewn ſtones, but was only perfect to the 
depth of four feet, the reſt being fallen in, and the ſpace filled with rubbiſh. The caſtle 
field is called Culverbays. 


About a mile weſtward from the village is a pleaſant hamlet called IncLisBaTcH, 


In the beginning of the reign of King John, Hawiſa de Gournay appropriated the 
church of Ingliſhcombe to the monaſtery of Bermondfey 1 in the county of Surrey; but the 
monks of Bath were afterwards its appropriators, and received from the rectory for the 
uſe of their refection a penſion of fifty ſhillings, which was always paid through the hands 
of the prior of Bermondſey,* who had alſo another penſion out of the ſame of two marks 
ten ſhillings." In 1292 this rectory was rated at ſix marks three ſhillings and four-pence.* 
36 Henry VIII. the parſonage with the advowſon was, in conſideration of the ſum of 
3351. granted co John lord Ruſſell and James Biſſe, of Stoke-St.-Michael, eſq; from 
whom it came to Colonel Hales of Glouceſter, who ſold it to the family of Catherall, 
and they to Philip James Gibbs, eſq; the preſent impropriator, 
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The living is a vicarage in the deanery of Bath; the Rev, Mr. Pitcairn is the pre- 
ſent incumbent. The old vicarage-houſe was a curious building, having Gothick 
windows, and a very large wooden porch, ſtanding on a flight of ſteps, mantled at the 
top with wood, and covered with a prodigious roof of thatch. 


The church ſtands on the brow of the hill weſtward of the village, and is an ancient 
ſtructure, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, and ſmall chapel on the ſouth fide. Betwixt the 
nave and chancel ſtands an embattled tower, containing five bells. On the north fide 
of the belfry are two Saxon zigzag arches. | | 


On the north wall there is a monument of black and white marble, inſcribed, —— 
te Near this place is interred the body of John Gay, of Haycombe, gent. who died the 
8th of October 1729, in the 63d year of his age. Alſo four of his children, by Jane 
his wife, who cauſed this monument to be erected, viz. Richard died the 11th of Nov. 
- 1736, aged 19 years; Richard died the 3d of Nov. 1716, aged 1 week; Elizabeth died 
the 28th of Feb. 1743, aged 28 years; Mary died the 3oth of May 1712, aged 7 weeks.“ 
Arms, Or, on a feſſe ſable, between three eſcallop ſhells azure, five lozenges argent; 
impaling a chevron ermine between three fiſhes haurient argent. 


On a grave- ſtone in the chapel: 
d <« This grave's a bed of roſes: here doth ly 
John Roſewell, gent. his wife, nine children by.“ 
Etatis ſuæ 79, obijt 1* die Decemb. Anno 1687.” 
- Arms, Per pale, a lion rampant, 
On four ſtone ſhields againſt the mouldings of the weſt window of the nave, are 8 
bugle-horn, the arms of Bath abbey, and a bow and quiver filled with arrows. 
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EXT to Ingliſhcombe, towards the north, on the ſummit of a ſharp hill, ſtands 
Newton, additionally ſtiled St. Lo, or Loe, from that family its ancient poſſeſſors. 

At the Conqueſt this eſtate belonged to the Biſhop of Coutances, and it is thus 
recorded: | 55 a | 

e The Biſhop himſelf holds Nrw rox E. Aluric held it in the time of King Edward, 
« and gelded for three hides. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne are two 
ce carucates, and four ſervants, and four villanes, and three cottagers, with two 
e ploughs. There is a mill of ſeven ſhillings and ſix-pence rent, and nine acres of 


e meadow, and forty acres of coppice-wood, It was worth fixty ſhillings, now one 
« hundred ſhillings.” 


«To 
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To this manor are added ſeven hides, which two thanes held in the time of King 
« Edward. The arable is eight carucates. There are fourteen villanes, and eight 
« cottagers, and ſeven ſervants, with ſix ploughs, and b re acres of meadow. 
ce It was worth one hundred fhillings, now ten pounds.“ 


The family of St. Lo, or de Sancto Laudo, the ſubſequent owners of this place, had 
their name from the town of St. Lo, ſituated upon the river Vire in Normandy, where 
they were ſeated before the year 1060. When William the Norman Duke undertook his 
great expedition, divers of this family migrated with him into England, and diſperſed 
themſelves into different parts of the country. It does not appear at what particular time 
the eſtate of Newton came into this family, but it is certain they had their habitation 
here at leaſt ſo early as the reign of Ric. I. And in the ſucceeding reign of King 
John, when ſuch exorbitant ſums of money were levied on the great men of the king- 
dom, to ſupport the extravagance of that luxurious monarch, we find the ſheriff 
accounting in the ſum of one hundred pounds and two palfries, for the manors of 
Newton and Publow, the property of Roger de Sancto Laudo.* 


This enormous demand, among other conſiderations, it is probable, induced this 
great man to take up arms with the rebellious barons againſt the King, whom, when 
his meaſures of reconciliation with his people failed, he is ſaid to have ſometime de- 
tained a priſoner in one of the towers of his manſion here, which was embattled and 
otherwiſe fortified after the manner of a caſtle. He died about the middle of the 
reign of Henry III. and was fucceeded by Sir John de Sancto Laudo, or St. Lo. 


Which Sir John de St. Lo, 47 Henry III. is certified to hold one knight's fee and 


a fourth part in Newton and Publow;* in which ſaid year he _ tos iſſue a fon 
of his-own name. 


This John de St. Lo was alſo a AR nd was with bis Edward in the Holy 
Land in 1271, when Acres was inveſted by the Saracens. He lived only to the 8th 
year of that King's reign, when this manor of Newton deſcended to his ſon 


Sir John de St. Lo, the third of that name, who was alſo a military perſon, and was 
one of thoſe who in 1299 were ſummoned to attend King Edward at Carliſle on the 
feaſt of St. John the Baptiſt, with horſe and arms to march againſt the Scots, 1 in order 
to repreſs their perfidy and nefarious proceedings." He died 7 Edw. II. leaving iſſue 
Sir John de St. Lo, who ſucceeded him in the poſſeſſion. of the lordſhip. of Newton, 
and the advowſon of the church, both held by the ſervice of one knight's fee. | 


Which Sir John de St. Lo, 23 Edw. III. is certified to hold the: ſaid fee of Hugh Le 
Deſpenſer, and he to hold it of the King in chief. He was rag 46 Edw. III. and 
then bore on his ſeal a bend ſurmounted by a label of five points.“ 


To him ſucceeded in this manor and that of Publow, Edmund de St. i his fon 
and heir, who was a clerk, and by that name is ſtiled lord of Newton and. Publow 
49 Edw. III. when it was found by the j Jury that en ee held no knights" 
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fees, or advowſons of churches of the King in chief in his demeſne as of fee, the day 
whereon he died; but that Edmund de St. Lo, clerk, John Luputt, parſon of the 
church of Backwell, William Vinour; parſon of the church of Aller, Nicholas Saltcot, 
parſon of the church of Newton-Sormaile, held in their demeſne as of fee in capite of 
the ſaid Edward Le Deſpenſer the manors of Newton and Publow by knights ſervice. 


Sir John St. Lo, knt. his heir and ſucceſſor, was the laſt lord of Newton of this 
name, leaving at his death by Margaret his wife, a fole daughter and heireſs Elizabeth, 
married to William lord Botreaux, whè in her right poſſeſſed this manor, and from 
whom it deſcended to his ſon and grandſon, both of the name of William. The laſt 
William lord Botreaux, dying without iflue 'male, it paſſed by his daughter and heireſs 
Margaret to her huſbands Sir Robert Hungerford, grandfather of Thomas lord Hun- 
gerford, whoſe daughter and heireſs Mary. conveyed /it in marriage to Edward lord 
Haſtings, father of George lord Haſtings Earl of Huntingdon. It is now the ſeat and 
eſtate of William Gore Langron, eſq; who has adorned the ancient demeſnes with a 
very elegant: houſe, a fine piece of water, and beautiful plantations. 


From a younger brother of the Lords St. Lo, deſcended Sir John St. Lo, knt. who 
in the time of Henry VI. was conſtable of Briſtol caſtle, and keeper of Kingſwood 
and Filwood foreſts. - From the ſame branch were alſo deſcended the St. Los of Dor- 
ſetſhire. Theſe: younger branches were poſſeſſed of many conſiderable eſtates. in this 


county, but the ancient patrimonial e merged in the families of Botreaux and 
Hungerford abovementioned. 


The living of Newton is rectorial, in the deanery of Bath. The prior * Bach and 
the abbot of Keynſham received from the parſonage each a yearly penſion of half a 


mark. The lord of the matſor is the pron, and the Rev. John Wood is the pre- 
ſent incumbent. i 


The church, which is dedicated to the Holy Dany, i is a handſome edifice, conſiſt- 


ing of a nave, chancel, and chapel on the ſouth ſide, covered with lead. At the weſt 
end is a tower containing a clock and five bells. 


At the weſt end of the chapel is a magnificent mural monument of grey and white 
marble, the pediment of which is fupported by two round detached columns of the 


Corinthian order, and divided into two compartments by a fluted column in the centre; 
the firſt compartment has this inſcription: 


Viator audi: flens marmor te alloquitur, ne lateat quis hic tumatus quieſcit. 
Henrici eſt quam premit hæc terræ moles, quem Joſepho Langton, armigero, Franciſca 
conjux, felicem olim partum tulit, jam ferentem luctus cumulatiores, et lachrymas vix 
conſolabiles. Juyenis.erat erectæ ad omne honeſtum indolis; artibus humanioribus ultra 
ætatem politus; cui illimis morum candor, et animi tranſlucentis ſuavitas, et mundana 
omnia conculcans magnanimitas, mirandus quod ita cæperit, miſerandus quod ita de- 
ſierit. In ſe perfecturus quod ceptum erat in ſuis, Sed proh dolor! magna aſſequutus, 
et ad majora natus, fatorum ceſſit invidiæ, gratijs lugentibus, in vernanti ætate raptus 
ab amplexu ſuorum; et ſpes parentum, et lætitia, et perennis dolor; juvenibus relin- 
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quens exemplum, ſenioribus ſuſpirium; omnibus dulcem et indelebilem memoriam. 
Obijt 10 Sept. 1701, #tatis 24. Ejuſdem ſepulchri gremio contumulantur Thomas, 
Elizabetha, Johannes, Joſephus, Borlaceus, deliciæ breves parentum; quos tenella 
ætate ad meliora rapuere fata. His etiam acceſſerunt, ætate provectiores, Maria et 
Dorothea. Maria annos circiter quindecem expleverat; Dorothea ad viceſimum uſq; 
primum ſuos beavit. Ingenio fzlix, aſpectu ſuavis, tota amabilis, et quæ virtutes, quas 
ſerioribus annis exhiberet, promiſit in primis. Digna ſenio, juventute floruit; ſed de- 


bitam meritis ſedem cum non haberet in terris, properavit ad cœlum, annorum nume- 
rum dotibus et moribus exæquans. 


On the other . 


e Siſte iterum viator: En novi lu&is cauſa! Poſt fletus liberis debitos moriuntur 
parentes; Franciſca enim, uxor Joſephi Langton chariſſima, acutiſſimis fracta morbis, 
eoſque animo pluſquam virili perpeſſa, ab omnibus liberata eſt, Aug. 26, 1716, 
æt. 69. Nec diu ſuperfuit ejuſdem maritus, hujus parochiæ decus et tutamen; qui ad 
ſedes beatorum lubenter diſceſſit, annorum et virtutum plenus. Mar. 17, 1719, æt. 82. 


De quo plurima laude digna dicerentur, nifi quod ipſe vetuerit. Hic deniq; dormiunt 
amborum cineres, ſpe beatæ reſurrectionis. 


« Flens adhuc loquitur marmor. Hic jacet aggregatus ad ſuos, Joſephus Langton, 
armiger, Roberti Langton e Briſlington, arm' filius, Joſephi ſupra memorati nepos 
maternus, utriuſque heres; ob. 10 Feb. 1779, æt. 78. Vir, fi quis alius, juſtitiæ tenax, 
decori ſtudioſus, vitæ integer. Eodem inſuper tumulo duarum ejus uxorum conduntur 
exuviæ, viz. Carolettæ, Petri Bathurſt, e Clarendon-Park, in agro Wilt. arm. filiæ, 
quz prolem vix ſuperſtitem enixa, deceſſit 24 Jul. 1757; necnon Brigettæ, Gul" 
Evelyn Glanville, e Sinclair, in com. Cant. armigeri, filiz, que ob. 9 Jan. 1774, filiam 
unicam & hæredem marito lugenti relinquens.” Arms, Quarterly, firſt and fourth, 
quarterly Sable and or a bend argent, Langton; ſecond and third, ermine, on a bend 
ſable, two arms proper wreſting a horſe-ſhoe or. 


In the floor of this chapel is the portraiture of a female cut in braſs, with her hands 
uplifted, and the following fragments of an inſcription round the edge of the ſtone: 


pic jacet Elizabeth Meell—Reythorpe et e in Par vivis et 
requies defunitis. Amen,” 


In the body of the church, on the north wall, is a ' monument of, grey and white 
marble, with this inſcription: e In the burial-place of the family are depoſited the 
remaines of Dame Ann Cobb, (wife of Sir George Cobb, of Adderbury in Oxfordſhire, 


baronet) who departed this life in the year,1749, aged 70. She was daughter and co- 


heir of Joſeph Langton, of Newton-Park, eſq; and relict of Robert Langton, eſq; of 
Briſlington in this county, (eldeſt ſon of Sir Thomas Langton, knight) to whoſe me- 
mory this monument is likewiſe ere&ted.” Arms, Paly of ſix, Or and ſable per feſſe 


counterchanged, over all two bendlets argent; impaling, /able, a chevron between three 
dolphins embowed naiant argent, a chief or, Cobb. 


Againſt the north wall of the chancel is a marble monument, inſcribed, “ Near 
this ſpot lie the remains of Abel Moyſey, late of the city of Baths, Doctor of Phyſick, 
who 
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Cho cloſed a life diſtinguiſhed by uncommon RES induſtry, and fuccels in the prac- 
tice of his profeſſion, on the eleventh of Auguſt 1780, in the fixty-fifth year of his age. 
He was taken off after a ſhort illneſs, in the fullneſs. of proſperity, and in the vigour of 
his faculties, but not unprepared. He had ſet religion ever before his eyes, and died 

the death of the righteous. Sublatum ex oculis querimus.” Arms, Or, on a feſſe ſable 
between three cinquefoils vert, a croſs flory of the field, Moyley; Ss, argent, | 
three griffins' heads eraſed Sable langued gules. 


On a ſmall marble againſt the ſouth wall M. S. Tokinah 8 8. T. B. 
pridem Coll. Linc. Oxon. Socit Somerſetenſis, dein hujus eccleſſæ, eccleſiarum inſuper 
apud Bathoniam, rectoris; necnon archidiaconi Bathonienſis. Obijt Anno Domini 
1786, ætatis ſuæ 75. Qualis erat, qualis et tu, lector, dies alter manifeſtabit. Arms, 
per chevron Argent and gules, a creſcent counterchanged, a canton of the ſecond. 


Near the church is a free-ſchool for teaching the poor children of the pariſh to read 
and write, built and endowed at the expence of Richard J nh of Stowey in this 
county; eſq; A. D. 1698. 


This pariſh receives annually the fum of 3ol. from the ES lands and parſonage 
of Longney in the county of Glouceſter; the donation of Henry Smith, eſq; a chati- 
table gentleman of the laſt century, 
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CORSTON, OR COSTON. 


LOSE 2 Newton-Hill, towards 80 norchea, ſhrouded ir in a grove of 

trees, ſtands Corſton, the lands of which pariſh are moſtly arable; the ſoil is very 

fine and light, and produces excellent crops of wheat and barley. In the quarries here 

and in thoſe of the neighbouring pariſhes are found the cornua-ammonis, and other 
petrified ſhells in great abundance, particularly venus's, cochleas, and gryphites. 


Corſton was at the Conqueſt (as we are informed by Dacre) parcel of the 
poſſeſſions of the Church of Bath. 


« The Church itſelf holds Consrune. In the time of King Edward it gelded for 
* ten hides. The arable is nine carucates. Thereof are in demeſne five hides; and 
«© there are two carucates, and four ſervants, and five villanes, and eight cottagers, with 
te three plougks. There is a mill of thirty-pence rent, per fix acres of meadow. It 
ce 1s worth eight pounds.“ : 

About the time of Henry 1. this manor was parted with by the monks of Bath to 
Sir Roger de St. Lo, knt. in exchange for certain lands lying in Newton and Staunton- 
. Prior,” and continued i in the X26 Lang of that family till the time of Edw, II. when 
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it paſſed to the family of Inge, who ſeem to have been domeſticks to the St. Los for 


ſeveral generations. 18 Edy. II. Sir John de Inge was living at Corſton, and bore on 
his ſeal a chevron between three eaglets. He left iſſue a ſon of his own name, wha 
died ſeized of this manor 6 Ric. II.“ and was ſucceeded by Sir William de Inge, 
and he by John de Inge, who died poſſeſſed of Corſton 3 Henry V. leaving iſſue 
Thomas de Inge his ſon and heir.“ 2 Ric, III. a fine paſſed of this manor and its 
appertenances from Richard Fitzjames, clerk, and others, to Roger Norman, remainder 
to John Storke, and the heirs of his body, remainder to the right heirs of Thomas 
Inge. In proceſs of time it came to the family of Harington, and was by them ſold 


to the late Joſeph Langton, eſq; whoſe daughter and heireſs brought it in marriage ta 
William Gore Langton, eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor. | 


The church of Corſton, which in 1292 was valued at ſeven ten nine ſhillings and 
four-pence,* was appropriated to the prior and convent of Bath," and a vicarage or- 
dained here by Biſhop John de Drokensford, 1 Nov, 1321, decreeing that the vicar 
and his ſucceſſors in perpetuum, ſhould have a "hall with chambers, kitchen, and bake- 
houſe, with a third part of the garden and curtillage, and a pigeon-houſe formerly be- 
longing to the parſonage, That he ſhquld have one acre of arable land, conſiſting of 
three parcels, late part of the demeſne of the ſaid parſonage, together with common 
paſturage for his-ſwine in ſuch places as the rector of the ſaid church uſed that privi- 
lege. That I ſhould receive from the ſaid prior and convent of Bath one quarter of 
bread corn yearly; and have all the alterage, and all ſmall tithes of beans, and other 
blade growing in the cottage incloſures and cultivated curtillages throughout the pariſh, 

That the religious aforeſaid and their ſucceſſors, as rectors of the ſaid chureh, ſhould 
have all the arable land, with a park belonging to the church (the acre abovementioned 
only excepted) and receive all great tithes, as well of corn as of hay, belonging to the 
ſaid church, not aſſigned to the vicar as aforeſaid. The ſaid religious to ſuſtain all 


burdens ordinary and extraordinary, incumbent on the ſaid church, as rectors Fhereal, 


The prior of Bath had a yearly penſion out of the vicarage of four ſhillings,* 


This vicarage is ſituated in the deanery of Redcliff and Bedminſter, The Biſhop 
of Bath and Wells 1s the Patron, and the Rev, Thomas Broughton is the Preſent in- 
cumbent, 


The chureh, which is dedicated to All- Saints, is a fihall ſtructure of one Pace, Rand- 
ing on the ſouth ſide of the ſtreet; at the weſt end is a ſmall tower ſurmounted by a 
low conical ſpire, containing two bells, , 

In the chancel are the following memorials to the family of Harington: 


In memory of William Harington, eſq; who was An: the nd of hd 7055 and 
died the 1oth of May 1780. 


ff Near this place lyeth the body of Benjamin, 1 ef eldeſt fon of John 
Harington, cſq; of Kelſton, who departed this lite the 1ſt of December. Anno Domini 
* Seals from andient Ded, E, * Ibid, © Fin, 3 Ric, Il. # Taxat, Spiritual, 
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1711, in the 39th year of his age, leaving iſſue two ſons, John and William; and two 
daughters, Abigail and Elizabeth. Alſo Mary, who died the 5th of June 1708.” 


Near this place lies interred the body of Mary the wife of John Harington, of this 
, eſq; who departed this life the 16th of April 1732, aged 25. Alſo near this place 
lieth the body of Elizabeth, widow and relict of Benjamin Harington, of this pariſh, eſq; 


who died the 28th of Dec. 1735, aged 55. Alfo of John Harington, ſon of the above 


Benjamin and Elizabeth; obijt 1 May 1763, ætat. 61,” Arms, Sable, a fret argent. 
The meg in this tn are ** an average ſix; the burials ſeven annually, 
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TWIVER TON, ox TWERTON. 


His village, conſiſting of one ſtreet half amile ip length, is ſituated on the northern 
bank of the river Avon, a mile apd a half from Bath, and in the lower road from 
that city to Briſtol. The high lands about Ingliſhcombe bound it on the ſouth. 


Some have ſuppoſed that this place obtained its name from two fords or ſhallow 
places in the Avon that were fordable here before the wears were built acroſs the river; 
but the Norman record writes it as it is pronounced at this day T:vertone, and deſcribes 
it as the property of the Biſhop of Coutances, who was lord of Ingliſhcombe, Newton, 
and almoſt all the adjacent territory. 


«The ſame Nigel holds of the Biſhop, TwzzxTone. Three thanes held it in the 
te time of King Edward, and gelded for ſeven hides and a half. The arable is ten 
cc carucates. In demeſne are three carucates, and fix ſervants, and ſeven villanes, and 
te thirteen cottagers, with ſix ploughs. There are two mills of thirty ſhillings rent, 
© and fifteen acres of meadow. It was nad is worth ten pounds,” 


* Goisfrid holds of the Biſhop, Tonk ron. A thane held it in the time of King, 


te Edward, and gelded for two hides and a half. The arable is two carucates and a 


e half, which are there in demeſne, with four cottagers, and two ſervants. There are 
* two mills of thirty ſhillings rent, and ſeven acres of meadow, and three acres of cop- 
* pice wood. It was and is worth ſixty ſhillings. , 


This land Alured held of Goren Eddid. Now the n holds it of the King, 
er ag he ſays. 15 


47 Henry III. Thomas de Baiocis Baioſe, or Bayeux, and Mary his · mother, held 
eight knight's fees and a half in Twerton, Backwell, and Stoke, of the honour of 
Glouceſter,” all which 24 Edw. I. were held by Joceus de Baioſe, a fon probably of 


* Wood's Deſctiption of Bath, i. 97: b Lib, Domeſday; Lib Feod; © Ibid. 
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che ſaid Thomas, whoſe heireſs brought this large eſtate to the family of Rodney, 
7 Edw. II. Sir Richard de Rodeneye poſſeſſed the whole village of Twiverton, the ſer 
vice due for which was one knight's fee, and the reſerved rents 271. per annum. There 
are ſeveral incloſures in this pariſh, which to this day retain the name of Rodney their 
ancient poſſeſſors, in whom this manor continued till the time of Queen Elizabeth. 
In latter times it has been much divided; the late Duke of Chandos being poſſeſſed of 
one third part hereof ſold the ſame to the reſpective tenants; another third part be- 
longed jointly to William Gibbs, of Bath, eſq; and the Rev. Mr. England; at the death 
of the former his moiety of this ſhare was ſold to William Gore Langton, eſq; who was 


before poſſeſſed of the other third part of the manor. John Walker Heneage, eſq; 
has alſo a manor within this 2 | 


The church of Twiverton, valued in 1318 at fix marks, was appropeiated to the 
prioreſs and convent of Kington-St.-Michael in the county of Wilts, by Sir William 
Malreward, lord of Norton-Malreward in this county, and the donation was confirmed 
by Gefferey his fon.* In 1342 2 vicarage was ordained to the following effect: viz. 
That the vicar ſhould have all fruits, rents, and profits belonging to the ſaid church, 
and the rectorial houſe, with the adjacent curtillage; and that he ſhould ſuſtain all 9 
nary and extraordinary burdens, and pay to the ſaid prioreſs and conyent one hundred 
ſnillings yearly; and as often as he ſhould be deficient in that payment, ſo often he 
ſhould pay one mark to the building of the church of Bath; the Biſhop reſerving to 
himſelf and his ſucceſſors (with the concurrence of the religious aforeſaid) the power of 
augmenting and diminiſhing the ſaid vicarage, and of interpreting and declaring this 
ſame ordination in ſuch manner as to him and his ſucceſſors ſhould ſeem fit. This 
ordination was dated at Evercreech 3 Id. Aug. 1342. The nuns of Barrow had a 
3 of two marks out of the rectory. | 

The living lay formerly in the deanery of Redcliff and Bedminſter ; it is now 
included within that of Bath. The Rey. Thomas Broughton is both patron and 
incumbent. 

The church is dedicated to St. Michael, and is a good decent edifice, conſiſting of 
a nave leaded, and chancel tiled, At the wel end is a large IIs * COR» 
taining fix bells, 

The chriſtenings in this pariſh are on a ſeven years average 13 the rieb 18 
annually, = 

The firſt houſe on the right hand at entering this village from Bath was the reſidency 
pf that celebrated noyeliſt Henry Fielding while he wrote his Tom Jones. 


0 MS. Carew. f Archer, from the Regiſters of Wells, © Mon, Angl. i. 88, 
» Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. LT nes, 
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FOX COT E, ox FOS SCO Tr. 


HIS pariſh is ſituated near the Foſſe road (as its name implies) in the ſouthern 
extremity of the hundred towards Kilmerſdon, having that hundred on the ſouth, 
the pariſh of Wellow on the north, and Norton St. Philips on the eaſt, * This ſpot is 


very pleaſant, being on the ſlope of a little eminence, riſing out of a deep vale well 


wooded and abounding with orchards. There is ſcarcely an acre of level ground in 
the pariſh, all being irregularly pictureſque and pleaſingly romantick. A rivulet from 


Radſtock runs through the valley towards Wellow, and has over it a ſmall ſtone Wing 
In this ſtream are trout, eels, roach, and dace. 


That this place was anciently called Weſtonę (and that probably on account of its 
weſterly ſituation from the town of Norton) appears by the ancient chronicles of the 
abbey of Glaſtonbury; wherein it is ſaid that A. D. 926, Duke Ethelſtan, being con- 
verted and beeome a monk at Glaſtonbury, gave to that monaſtery Weſtone, quod nunc 
Foxcote dicitur, [now known by the name of Foxcote] conſiſting of five hides. Which 
territory however the monks loſt a conſiderable time before the invaſion of England by 


the Normans; for in the time of Edward the Confeſſor, we find it in the poſſeſſion of 


one Aldida, Alditda, or Aldith, who accounted for it to the King's geld in five hides, 
according to its ancient valuation, When it came to the Conqueror's hands by his 
advancement to the crown of England, he beſtowed the manor . on Geffrey biſhop of 
of Coutances, under whom it was held by William de Muncellis, or Monceaux.* 


« William holds Fuscore. Aldida held it in the time of King Edward, and gelded 


ce for five hides. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, and g 
e three ſervants, and two cottagers, and three villanes, and fix bordars, with two 


ec ploughs. There is a mill of ten TE rent, and nineteen acres of meadow, and 


« ſix acres of paſture, and twenty Acres 0 coppice wood.” It was and is worth four 
*« pounds,” 


Aſter the Conqueſt this place had owners of its name; =p their refidence was in 


Wiltſhire, where 12 Henry 2 Herebert de Foxcote held lands of Walter Waleran by 
the ſervice of finding one knight to keep the caſtle of Sarum.“ In the ſame reign 


William de Foxcote held two knights' fees of Humphrey de * but the Berkeleys 
were the meſhe lords of this manor. 


31 Henry III. Oſbert de Giffard is certified to hold the manor of Foxcote of 


Maurice de Berkeley by the ſervice of half a knight's fee, in which tenure he was ſuc- 


ceeded by Oſbert his ſon and heir.” Which Oſbert having committed ſundry offences 


againſt the government, King Edw. 1. ſeized this manor, but reſtored it upon Oſbert s 
 * Guilielm, Malmeſbur. de Antiq. Glaſton, Eeclef, ap. Ad. de Dowerbam, i. 70. Joh. Glaſton, Hiſt. ge 


rebus Glaſtonienſibus, i. 113. X 

Lib, Domeſday, Exon. Lib. Domeſday, N.. Lib. Nig, Scac. i. 109, | bid, 110 
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petition preferrred in parliament.* After which, viz. "AD the end of the reign of 
Edw. III. to the end of that of Henry VII. this manor was held under the Berkeleys 

by the family of Kingſton; and at length in the year 1601, both the manor and ad- 
vowſon of Foxcot were fold by Sir Henry Berkeley of Brewton, and Dame Margaret 

his wife, to James Orange, of Marſton-Bigot in this county, eſq; whoſe deſcendant 
Humphrey Orange, about the year 1690, ſold the ſame to Robert Smith, of Frome- 
Selwood, eſq; great-grandfather of the preſent John Smith, of Combe-Hay, eſq; who 
in 1786 ſold the manor and advowſon to Sir John Hugh * of mne 
bart. the preſent poſſeſſor. 


The living, which in 1292 was valued at 5l. is a rectory in the deanery of "NY; 4 
the patronage is appendant to the manor, and the Rev. Francis Merewether is the pre- 
ſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. James, is a ſmall wk very neat nes, con- 
ſiſting of a nave and chancel, ſixty feet in length and eighteen! in ne at Ge weſt 
end there is a ſmall tower, in which are two bells. 


On the north fide of the chancel is a mural monument of LACTIS inſcribed, 
te In hope of a bleſſed reſurrection, here lie the bodies of Robert Smith, eſq; who died 
May 9, 1714, in the 6oth year of his age;—Dorothy his wife, daughter of John 
Champneys, eſq; of Orchardley in this county, who died Dec. 15, 1721, in the 7oth 
year of her age;—Anne, wife of John Smith, eſq; of Stony-Littleton, daughter of 
Thomas Bennet, eſq; of Steeple-Aſhton in the county of Wilts; who died Jan. 24, 
1724, in the 38th year of her age;—John Smith, eſq; of Stony-Littleton, who died 
June 26, 1748, in the 68th year of his age; and Anne. his daughter, wife of John 
Smith, eſq; of Stony-Littleton, who died Aug. 25, 1751, aged 22 years.“ Arms, 
1. Gules, on a chevron between three cinquefoils argent, as many. leopards' heads /ad/e; 
Smith. 2. Champneys. 3. Bennet. 


On another monument againſt the ſame wall. Hic ſepulta eſt Johanna Orange; 
e familia Somervillorum, uxor Jacobi Orange, armigeri, quibus natus erat Edwardus 
Orange. Fuit prius nupta Guilielmo Hunton, quibus nati erant Richardus Hunton, 
armiger, Thomas, Maria, Philippa, Emylia, et Suſanna.” Arms, Argent, three pair 

of barnacles open in pale gules. 


Over the communion-table is a monument, “ Ih memory of the Rev. Robert 
Smith, M. A. rector of this place and Combe-Hay, who departed this life Feb. 14, 
A. D. 1769, aged 39 years. He was the ſecond ſon of Robert Smith, eſq; L. L. D. 
of Combe-Hay. Anne, relict of the above Rev. Robert Smith, who cauſed this mo- 
nument to be erected, departed this life July 29, 1777, aged $1 years. 8 


On a grave-ſtone in the chancel floor, —* H. S. E. Anna uxor Henrici Mere- 
| wether, hujus parochiæ fectoris, obiit decimo die Novembris 1747, æt. 45. Juxta | 
jacet Henricus Merewether, A. M. vir amiciſſimus, morum & pietatis exemplar maxime 

deſiderandum. Obiit decimo octavo die Decembris, A. D. 17 50, ætat. 63.“ 

In 1769 this pariſh paid to the poor 181.; and in 1776, 211. 118. 7d. 
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FARLEY-MONTFORT, or FARLEY-HUNGERFORD. 


\HIS ancient village is ſituated at the eaſtern extremity: of the county, fix miles 
ſoutheaſt from Bath, the ſame diſtance north from Frome, two miles and a half 


ſouthweſt from Bradford, and three miles and a half nearly weſt from Trowbridge in 


Wiltſhire, It had its name from the fairneſs of its leys* or meadows; the country being 
luxuriantly champaign, and watered by the river Frome, which, winding its way over 
a rocky channel thickly overhung with willows towards the Avon at Freſhford, divides 
this county from that of Wilts, The environs of this place are romantically diverſi- 

fied with hill and yalley, and richly veſted with various kinds of wood. The road 
from the village of Hinton particularly engages the attention of the traveller, who is 
led through a ſhady avenue of aged oaks and elms; the old park of the Hungerfords 


lying on either ſide in rude deſolation, and forſaken by all but the melodious tenants of 
the grove, 


At the coming in of the. Normans, King William the Conqueror, among other his 
ſimilar diſtributions, beſtowed this little village on his follower Sir Roger de Curcelle; 


it was then written Ferlege, ai appears by the following memorial: 


te Almar holds of Roger, FERLEOE. Smewin held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for half a hide, There is one villane, and three bordars, and two cot- 


te tagers, having one plough. There are three acres of meadow, and fix acres of 
# wood,. It was worth twenty ſhillings, now ten ſhillings,” 


At the death of this Roger de Curcelle, the manor of Farley, and a great part of his 


other poſſeſſions reyerted to the crown; and King William Rufus granted ir, together 


with the manors of Wellow, Clayerton, and other eſtates in this county, to Hugh de 
Montfort, fon of Thurſtan de Baſtenbergh, a native of Normandy, who came with 
William the Norman duke into England. This Hugh, in regard he wore a long 
beard, whereas his countrymen were at that time uſually ſhayed, was commonly called 
cum barba, or with a beard;* a title which his deſcendants retained for ſeveral gene- 
rations, He was eſteemed a valiant and expert ſoldier, and was one of thoſe who 
received command to be aſſiſtant to William Fitz-Oſberne, and Odo biſhop of Bajeux 
in the adminiſtration of publick juſtice throughout the whole kingdom.“ At length 


he was unfortunately ſlain in a duel with Walcheline de Ferrers, n iſſue a ſon of 


his own name, who ſucceeded him in his ſeveral eſtates, 
Which Hugh fold the manor of Clayerton, whereat he ſometime refided, to John de 


| - Villula biſbop of Wells, and being twice married, had iſſue two ſons, Robert and ; 


Hugh, who both died in a pilgrimage without iſſue, and a daughter married to Gilbert 


de Gant, by whom ſhe had iſſue a ſon, Hugh, who 3 the ſurname of Montfort 
from his mother, the heireſs of that family. 


%,- 


From the Saxon Pegzen, pulcher, and Leog, campur. Lis. Domeſday 
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This Hugh, commonly called Hugh de Montfort the fourth, married Adeline 
daughter of Robert earl of Mellent, by whom he had iſſue two ſons, Robert and 
Thurſtan, and two daughters. From Robert the eldeſt, who was living in the time 
of Henry II. deſcended Sir Henry de Montfort, who in the latter end of the reign of 
Henry III. had his baronial ſeat at Farley, to which place he gave the additional 
name of Montfort, by way' of diſtinguiſhing | it from ee Farley, Bean within 


| the confines of Wilts. 


To which Henry ſucceeded Sir Reginald de Montfort, knt. who 10 Edw. III. 


(then ſtiling himſelf of Farley) granted to Bartholomew lord Burgherſh and his heirs, ; 


all his right in the manors of Farley-Montfort and une the hundred of Wellow, 
and the advowſon of the church of Farley. 


This Bartholomew lord Burgherſh was a great baron in the time of Edw. II. and 
III. 11 Edw. II. he was in the wars of Scotland, of the retinue with Bartholomew de 


Badleſmere.” 4 Edw. III. he was ſent embaſſador to the Pope with William lord 


Montacute. 7 Edw. III. he was conſtituted one of the commiſſioners to treat for a 
truce with the French. 9 Edw. III. he was again in the wars of Scotland, and was 
made warden of all the King's foreſts ſouth of Trent. 12 Edw. III. he attended the 
King in his expedition into Flanders, being then made admiral of the ſeas to the 
weſtward. 15 Edw. III. he was again in the Scottiſh wars, and had an aſſignation of 


one hundred pounds out of the King's exchequer of the wages due to him for his 


ſervices, eſpecially for his attendance at counſels. 16 Edw. III. he obtained of the 
King a charter of free-warren in all his demeſne lands at Farley-Montfort and Wellow, 
17 Edw. III. he was with other great perſons diſpatched to Pope Clement VI. to treat 
with the ambaſſadors of Philip de Valois; and the ſame year was appointed governor of 
Dover caſtle, and warden of the Cinque-ports. 20 Edw. III. he was at the famous battle 
of Creſſy with Sir Giles Hungerford, knt. whence they conveyed many of thoſe ſpoils and 
trophies which in aſtertimes decked the walls of Farley-caſtle. 22 Edw. III. he was 
again in the wars of France, and was the ſame year ſent to Rome to treat in the 
preſence of the Pope for a final peace with the French. 23 Edw. III. he was lord« 
chamberlain of the King's houſhold ; and 29 Edw. III. was made conſtable of the 
tower of London; in which year he died, leaving iſſue by. Elizabeth his wife, daughter 
and coheir of Theobald de Verdon; à great baron in Staffordſhire, two ſons, viz. Bar- 


tholomew, who ſucceeded him, and Henry, as alſo a daughter named Joan. 


This Bartholomew de Burgherſh, the ſecond of that name, was one of the firſt 
knights of the garter, and being like his father a perſon of great valour and military 
{kill, attended Prince Edward in the wars of France. He died 43 Edw. III. having 
married, firſt, Cecily daughter and heir of Richard de Weyland, by whom he had 


no iſſue; and ſecondly, Margaret, ſiſter to Bartholomew lord Badleſmere, by whom 


he had Elizabeth his only daughter and heir, married to Edward lord Le Deſpenſer, 
whom ſhe furvived, and 6 Ric. II. ſold this manor and that of Wellow, with aGiverd 


other large eſtates; to Thomas lord Hungerford.* 
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This family derived their name from the town of Hungerford in Berkſhire, where 
they were ſeated before the reign of Henry II. and had their ſepulture in that pa- 
rochial church; but upon the purchaſe of Farley they removed hither, and made ir 
their chief ſeat, which it continued to be for near three hundred years. The ſaid 
Thomas lord Hungerford was ſon of Sir Walter de Hungerford, by Elizabeth his wife 
the daughter of Sir Adam Fitz-John, and grandſon of Sir Giles Hungerford, who 
married Maud the heireſs of Heyteſbury, a family ſo denominated from that lordſhip in 
Wiltſhire. He was eſcheator for the county of Wilts 3o Edw. III. and ſerved in 
parliament for the ſame county 34, 36, 50, and 51 of that reign, in which laſt year he 
was choſen the firſt ſpeaker of the Houſe of Commons. 3 Ric. II. he obtained a con- 
firmation of the grant of the office of foreſter of Selwood in this county, which he had 
formerly acquired from Roger de Stourton and John his ſon. 7 and 13 Ric. II. he 
ſerved again in parliament for Wilts. His chief reſidence was at Farley, where in the 
year 1383 he fortified the old manſion, adding thereto four lofty crenellated towers, and 
two embattled gateways. His power was ſo great that he attracted the ſuſpicion of 
the King, who attached him for default of a licence for his buildings; but he obtained 
pardon and a confirmation of the grant of free-warren for the manor of Farley, which 
had heretofore been made to Bartholomew lord Burgherſn.“ He was twice married; 
his firſt wife's name was Eleanor, by whom he had no iſſue; his ſecond wife was Joan 
daughter of Sir Edmund Huſſy, by whom he had four ſons, viz. Rodolph, Thomas, 
and John, who died in the life-time of their father, and Sir Walter, who ſucceeded him 
in the eſtate. He died Dec. 3, A. D. 1398, and was buried under the great arch in 
the chapel of the caſtle.” Joan his wife ſurviving him had this manor in dower, and by 
her teſtament, bearing date Feb. 1, A. D. 1411, bequeathed her body to be buried in 
the chapel of St. Anne, next to the grave of her huſband; appointing that, after her 
deceaſe, the executors of her laſt will and teſtament ſhould, with all convenient ſpeed, 
cauſe three thouſand maſles to be celebrated for her ſoul, and for the ſouls of all the 
faithful deceaſed; that on the day of her funeral, twelve torches and two tapers ſhould 
burn about her body; and that twelve poor women, holding thoſe torches, ſhould be 
clothed in ruſſet with linen hoods, and ſtockings and ſhoes ſuitable. ' She likewiſe 
appointed that two hundred marks, then in the hands of Sir Walter Hungerford her 
ſon, ſhould be beſtowed on the founding a perpetual chantry of one chaplain to celebrate 
divine ſervice in the ſaid chapel of St. Anne in the north part of the church of Farley, 
for the health of her ſoul, and the ſoul of her huſband ; as alſo for the ſouls of all their 
anceſtors for ever.* She died March 1, 1412, and was buried near her ſaid huſband.“ 


Sir Walter Hungerford, knt. ſucceeded to the eſtate: he was in high eſteem with 
King Henry IV. by whom he was employed in France for the protection of the 
Engliſh intereſt; and 7 Henry IV. in conſideration of his great expences in thoſe wars, 
particularly at Calais, where he acquired great honour in encountering a knight of 
France, he had a grant of one hundred marks per annum, payable out of the town and 
caſtle of Marlborough in Wiltſhire;* and the ſame year was ſheriff of that county. 


Rot. Parl. Curt. 5 Ric. II. n. . — *Lel. ltin.ii.5g. Dugd. Bar. ii. 204, 
Lel. ubi ſupra. Pat. 7 Hen, IV. p. 2. m. 41. | 
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3 Henry V. on that King's expedition into Guienne, he was by indenture retained to 
ſerve him there with twenty men at arms, and ſixty archers on horſeback. 4 Henry V. 
he was appointed admiral of the whole fleet under John duke of Bedford; and 5 
Henry V. was again in the wars of France. 6 Henry V. being then ſteward of the 


King's houſhold, and at the ſiege of Rouen, he obtained a grant of the caſtle and barony 
of Homer i in Normandy; and 9 Henry V. another grant of the caſtle of Neville and 


territory of Breant in the ſame dutchy. 1 Henry VI. he was engaged to ſerve that King 


in his wars in France, with two knights, ſeventeen men at arms, and fixty archers. 
2 Henry VI. he was made ſteward of the King's houſhold, and 4 Henry VI. treaſurer 
of the exchequer. 14 Henry VI. he was ſummoned to the relief of Calais, with two 
bannerets, one knight, thirty men at arms, and three hundred and ſeventy-eight archers; 
for all which ſervices 16 Henry VI. he had a grant of one hundred marks per annum, 
payable out of the alnage of cloth in the county of Wilts.” As to his works of piety, 
he 4 Henry VI. founded a chantry at the altar of the bleſſed Virgin Mary in the chapel 
of St. Leonard within the caſtle of Farley-Hungerford, and endowed the ſame with 
lands to the amount of ten pounds per annum, for the maintenance of one prieſt, to 
pray for the good eſtate of him the ſaid Walter, and Catherine his wife, during their 
lives, and for their ſouls after their deceaſe; and alſo for the ſouls of Sir Thomas 
Hungerford his father, and Joane his wife, mother of the ſaid Walter, and all their pro- 
genitors.* 7 Henry VI. he with the licence of the King, and of John biſhop of Bath 
and Wells, and with the conſent of the rector, founded another chantry at the ſame 


altar within the ſaid chapel, and appropriated the church of Olveſton in the county of 


Glouceſter, of the annual value of twelve marks, to the prior and convent of Bath, to 
the end that they ſhould maintain one prieſt or chaplain to celebrate divine ſervice in the 
ſaid chapel of the caſtle, and to pray for the ſouls of Sir Thomas and'Joan Hungerford 
his father and mother, and for all the faithful deceaſed. And every third day of Decem- 
ber, being the anniverſary of the ſaid Sir Thomas, to keep his obit, as alſo the obit of 
the ſaid Joan his wife, and then to aſſemble ſeven other prieſts to ſing with note the exe- 
quies of the dead, and the next day perform ſolemn maſs; each of them to receive from 
the hands of the chaplain four-pence, and thirteen-pence to be diſtributed to as many 
poor perſons; the rector to read this ordination yearly between maſs, on the nativity of 
St. John th Baptiſt, and to receive eight-pence for the ſame. The prieſt or chaplain 
of this, as well as that of the other chantry, was aſſigned his reſidence in a meſſuage on 
the eaſt ſide of the chapel, (where their habitations remain to this day,) and was not to 


be abſent for more than the ſpace of one month in the year. The firſt chaplain 


appointed was John Gody, and the witneſſes to the above grant and ordination were 
William lord de Botreaux, -Robert Hungerford, Walter Hungerford, jun. Edmund 


| Hungerford, Maurice Berkeley, William Paulton, knts. John Paulet, Walter Pauncefor, 


John Beynton, and Richard Milbourn, eſqrs. The ſaid Walter lord Hungerford died 
9 Aug. 27 Henry VI. and was buried in the cathedral church of Saliſbury, leaving 
iſſue by Catherine his wife, daughter and coheir of Thomas Peverel, two ſons, Sir 
Robert Hungerford, knt. and Sir Edmund, who married Margery daughter and heir 


Pat. 16 Hen. VI. p. 1. m. 1. * Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. Pat. 7 Hen. VI. p. 1. m. 4. 
» Leland calls it a prag manſion. Itin. ii, 60. * Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. | 
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of Edward Srl as alſo two daughters, Elizabeth the wife of Sir Philip Courtney, 
Ent, and Margaret the wife of Sir Walter Rodney, knt.” 


Which Sir Robert had alſo ſummons to parliament by the title of Lord Hungerford, 
and in his father's life-time was honourably concerned in the wars of France, bring re- 
tained by indenture 3 Henry VI. to ſerve the King, under the conduct of John duke 
of Bedford, then regent of France, with twenty-nine men at arms, and eighty archers; and 
the year following with thirty men at arms, and ninety archers. He married Margaret 
daughter and ſole heir of William lord Botreaux, by whom at his death May 14, 1459, 
he left iſſue Sir Robert Hungerford, knt. his ſon and heir, and was buried before the 
altar of St. Oſmund in the cathedral church of Saliſbury.* 


This Sir Robert was, like his forefathers, a great, but withal an unſucceſsful warrior. 
When the ſtrong town of Caſtillon on the Dordogne was inveſted by the French, under 
the conduct of the Marſhals Loheac and Jalognes, he was, with one banneret, two 
knights, fifty-ſix men at arms, and ſix hundred archers on foot, engaged with other 
great officers under the Earl of Talbot in its relief; but the Earl was lain before the 
walls, and Hungerford taken priſoner; and notwithſtanding a vaſt ſum of money was 
offered for his ranſom, he was detained in cuſtody for the ſpace of ſeven years and four 
months. After his enlargement he reſumed the ſword, and ſided with the Lancaſtrians 
at the battle of Towton-Field, where their army being defeated, he fled to King Henry 
at York, and thence with him into Scotland; for all which proceedings he was attainted 
in the parliament held 4 Nov. 1 Edw. IV. and his eſtates became forfeited to the 
crown. Notwithſtanding which, 3 Edw. IV. the Lancaſtrians again making head in 
the north, he a ſecond time appeared in their cauſe, and joining them with a conſider- 
able party at Alnwick in Northumberland, thence marched with them. to Hexham, 
where he was taken priſoner, conveyed to Newcaſtle, and beheaded, But on account 
of the illuſtrious dignity of his family, his body was permitted to be removed to Salis- 
bury, and was there interred in the north aile of that cathedral. He married Eleanor 
daughter and heir of William lord Moulins, whereon he had in 1435 ſummons to par- 
liament by the title of Lord Moulins.* His iſſue were Sir Thomas, Sir Walter, and 
Leonard, and a daughter Frideſwide, who became a nun at the monaſtery of Sion. 


Sir Thomas the eldeſt ſon, afterwards Lord Hungerford, was alſo deeply concerned 
in the politicks of the times; but ambiguouſly ; for firſt he ſided with Richard earl of 
Warwick in favour of King Edw. IV. and afterwards employed all his power and intereſt 
towards the reſtoration of Henry to the throne; but his efforts were too raſhly urged 
to enſure ſucceſs either to their object or their author; for being ſeized he was tried 
at Saliſbury for his life, condemned for treaſon, and beheaded. The manor and caſtle 
of Farley, parcel of his father's inheritance, having continued ſometime in the crown, 
was 1 Ric. III. granted in ſpecial tail to John Howard duke of Norfolk; but 1 
Henry VII. the attainder of both father and ſon were taken off, and thereby the 


7 Dugd. Bar. ii. 206. 

There were two chapels in that cathedral in which the Hungerfords had their burial; the one adjoining 
the chapel of the Holy Trinity, at the eaſt end of the north aile ; the other at the upper end of the nave oppoſite - 
the pulpit, now called the Cage ; in both which are divers memorials and quarterings of the Hungerford family. 
* Extin& Peerage 150. > Pat. 1 Ric. III. p. i. 
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patrimonial lands and honours deſcended to their poſterity. This Thomas lord Hun- 


gerford married Anne daughter of Henry Percy earl of Northumberland, and had iſſue 
by her one only daughter and heir, Mary, who married .Edward lord Haſtings, and 
brought to him no leſs than eighty-ſeven manors lying in the ſeveral counties of So- 
merſet, Wilts, Devon, Cornwall, Warwick, Oxford, and Buckingham. But by virtue 
of an entail on the heirs male of the family, the caſtle and manor of Farley, with ſome 
other manors and eſtates, deſcended to Walter the ſecond ſon of Robert lord Hunger- 


ford, and brother of Robert the laſt mentioned, 


Which Walter lord Hungerford was an active commander in the battle of Bofworth- 
Field, which advanced Henry VII. to the crown of England; and 13 of that reign he 
took up arms againſt the Corniſh men who had riſen in behalf of Perkin Warbeck. 
He was afterwards one of the privy council to King Henry VIII. and married Jane 
daughter of William Bulſtrode, by whom he had iſſue Sir Edward Hungerford, of 


Heyteſbury in the county of Wilts, and a daughter, Elizabeth, married to Sir John 
Bourchier.* 


Which Sir Edward married Jann daughter of John lord Zouche of Haringworth, 
and by her had iſſue Walter lord Hungerford, who for certain allegations of treaſon 
was attainted in parliament, and with Cromwell earl of Eſſex, ſuffered death on Tower- 
Hill, July 28, 1540. He was thrice married; his firſt wife was Suſan daughter of 
Sir John Danvers, of Dantſey in the county of Wilts, by whom he had iſſue Sir 
William Hungerford, of Farley-Caſtle, knt. whoſe ſon and heir Edward died in his 
minority; his ſecond wife was Alice, daughter of William lord Sandys, by whom he 
had Sir Walter Hungerford, knt. (who had iſſue Edward, who died in his father's life- 
time, and was with him buried in the chapel of Farley-Caſtle, and a daughter, Lucy, 
married to Sir Anthony Hungerford, of Black-Borton in the county of Oxford, knt.) 


and Sir Edward Hungerford, knt. who ſucceeded to the eſtate; as alſo a daughter, 
Mary, married to Thomas Shaa, eſq. His third wife was Elizabeth, daughter of 


John lord Huſly.* 


From Sir Anthony Hungerford, who married Lucy daughter of Sir Walter Hunger- 
ford, deſcended Sir Edward Hungerford, knight of the Bath, who married Margaret, 


daughter and coheir of William Hollyday, eſq;* alderman and ſheriff of the city of 


London, by Suſan his wife, afterwards Counteſs of Warwick, and died in 1648, being 
ſucceeded by 


Sir Edward Hungerford, who was made a | knight at the coronation of Charles IT. 
and fooliſhly diſſipated all the eſtate of his anceſtors. The manor and caſtle of Farley 
were ſold in the year 1686, to the family of Bayntun, and afterwards came to that of 
Houlton, in which (with ſome little intermediate deviation to the family of Frampton, 
of Moreton in Dorſetſhire, by the marriage of the heireſs of James Frampton, eſq;) 
they have ever ſince continued, being now the property of Joſeph Houlton, eſq. 


< Dugd. Bar. ii. 212. « Lel. Itin, ii. 60. 

This 8 built Corſham-houſe in Wiltſhire, and endowed the alms-houſe there. He was nephew of 
Sir Leonard Halliday, who was lord-mayor of the city of London in the year 1605, and the firſt that drained and 
planted Moorkelds, formerly a moraſs. From him are deſcended the Hallidays of Yard near Taunton, of whom 
John Halliday, eſq; repreſented the borough of 'Taunton in ſeveral parliaments, This 
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The ruins of the caſtle ſtand on the northern acclivity of a rocky hill, embowered 
with oaks, walnut-trees, and poplars, and preſent a melancholy picture of fallen 
greatneſs, It conſiſted of two courts or wards lying north and fouth; the court north- 
ward was one hundred and eighty feet in length from eaſt to weſt, and one hundred and 
forty-four feet in breadth from north to ſouth; and was flanked by four round towers 
ſixty feet in height. Each of theſe towers, the walls of which are five feet thick, were 
originally divided into three ſtories, the apartments lit by narrow windows and em- 
braſures. The walls of the ſoutheaſt and ſouthweſt towers are ſtill remaining tolerably 
entire (except the ſtair-caſes) and beautifully veiled with ivy. More than half alſo of 
the northeaſt tower is ſtill ſtanding; the ſouthern wall being fallen down, the windows 
and old chimney-pieces, interwoven with ivy. and wild roſes, appear to view. The 
northweſt tower is quite down, as are alſo almoſt all the intermediate walls and build- 
ings, except a ſmall portion of the parapet northward, which overlooks a deep dell 
ſhaded with the thickeſt wood. In this court ſtood the great hall, and the ſtate apart- 
ments, which (if tradition ſpeaks the truth) were not to be equalled in grandeur by 
any ſtructure in this part of England, being decorated with rich tapeſtry, exquiſite 
ſculpture, and beautiful paintings. The hall was a very large and long apartment, 
hung round with armour worn by its martial poſſeſſors, and ſpoils brought from 
Creſſy, Poictiers, Agincourt, and Calais. But of theſe buildings, which towards the 
cloſe of the laſt century were nearly entire, the ſmalleſt remnant now is not left ſtand- 

ing; the whole area of the court being rudely ſtrewed with their ruins, which lie in 
| heaps, covered with weeds and luxuriant herbage. A large gateway led from this to 
the ſouthern court, in which were the offices, ſtables, ſtore-houſes, and guard-rooms; 
the principal entrance was on the eaſt ſide, through an embattled gate-houſe, the ſhell 
of which is ſtill ſtanding. Before it there was formerly a draw-bridge over a deep moat, 
which ſurrounded the whole caſtle; the holes through which the pullies of the bridge 
paſſed are ſtill viſible in the gateway wall; and over the arch are the arms and creſt of the 
Hungerfords richly ſculptured in the ſtone. On the eaſtern fide of this court ſtands 
the chapel, to which there is a deſcent of ſeveral ſteps. This building has of late years 
been repaired, and is now in tolerable condition: it conſiſts of a nave and chantry 
. chapel on the north ſide, the former fifty-ſix feet in length, and nineteen and a half in 
| breadth; the latter twenty feet in length, and fourteen in breadth. The altar ſlab is of 
rich granite : againſt the ſouth wall ſtands the old pulpit, and underneath it are ſeveral 


pieces of armour, ſuch as a head-piece, breaſt- plate, with a ſaddle, brought hither in 
an old cheſt from the caſtle hall about the time of its demolition. 


In this r eee oy Cromwell, of one of which the following i ba 
0 Six. « 

«© am very ſorrye my occacion will not permitt mee to returne to you as I would. I have not yett fully 
ſpoken W the gentleman I ſent to waite upon you; when I ſhall doe it I ſhall be: enabled to bee more perticular, 
beinge unwillinge to detaine your ſervante any longer. Wi my ſervice to your lady and family, I take leave, 
and reſt Y* affeQyonate ſervant 

July 30 1652. O. CROM WELL.“ 

N « ffor my honoured Friend | 

Mr. Hungerford the elder at his Houſe, 
Theſe,” 


In 
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In the floor of the nave, near the entrance from the weſt door, is a large grave- ſtone, 
whereon is ſculptured the figure of a warrior, and round the ſtone an obliterated in- 
ſcription to the memory of Sir Giles Hungerford, knt. 


Againſt the ſouth wall, at the upper end near the pulpit, is a large altar- tomb of 
freeſtone, on the ſlab of which is this inſcription: 


© TYME TRYETH TRVTH COD WATER HVNGERFORD KNYGHT WHO LYETH HERE, 
AND EDWARD HYS SONE TO Gop's MERCY IN WHOM HE TRUSTS FOR EVER. AN* D 
1585 THE VI. OF DESBR.”—— Arms on the front, Quarterly, Firſt and fourth, per pale 
indented gules and vert a chevron or; ar. Second and third, _ two bars 
argent, in chief three plates; Hungerford. 


Under the arch which divides the chantry from the nave ſtands an ancient altar 
tomb, ſurrounded with iron railing, with an embattled table, whereon lies the effigy 
of a knight in a pointed helmet with a gorget of mail and gauntlets; and a lion at his 
feet. Beſide him lies his lady in a veil head-dreſs, and under her head two cuſhions | 
with angels, and two dogs at her feet, Upon this tomb were two braſs plates with 
the following inſcriptions: 


<« Hic jacet Thomas Hungerford, chevallier Dns de Farley, TUelew e 


Heitesbyri, qui obiit iit* die Decembris A, D. meccxcviii. Cujus animae 
propitietur Deus. Amen. 


git jacet Domina Joanna, uror ejusdem Thomae Hungerford, filia D. 
Edmundi Huſee militis, quae obiit primo die menſis Martii A* D. mccccrii.” 


On the north ſide of the tomb are the following coats: 1. Barry of ſix, gules and 
ermine, Huſſy; impaling, or, fretty gules, Verdon. 2. Heyteſbury, as on the former 
tomb. 3. Hungerford, quartering Heyteſbury. 4. Huſſy. 5. „ quar- 
tering Heyteſbury, and impaling Huſſy and Verdon. 


On the ſouth ſide: 1. Heyteſbury. 2. Hungerford impaling Huſſy. 3. Rane 
quartering Heyteſbury. 4. Heyteſbury impaling Huſſy. 5. Huſſy. 


At the weſt end in a knot are the initials C. . and between, a ſhield with the 
above quarterings. | 


In niches between the above-mentioned ſhields were eight knights and ladies, of 
which only ſix are left. 


In the middle of the chantry is a moſt elegant alrar-tomb of white marble, ſtand- 
ing on black marble ſteps, and covered with a ſlab of black marble, eight feet in 
length, and five in breadth, whereon lie the effgies finely ſculptured in white marble of 
Sir Edward and Lady Margaret Hungerford; he in armour with his ſword by his ſide, 
and a garb or wheat-ſheaf at his feet. She in a looſe robe, with a ſtring of beads round 
her neck, and a demi-lion ſupporting an anchor at her feet. On the ſouth ſide of this 

beautiful tomb is the following inſcription; | 
ce PROSTRATOS 
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% PROSTRATOS HVIC MARMORI HABES ICONISMOS PARIS HONORATISSIMI 


DNI EDWARDI HVNGERFORD HONORABILIS DouI NA MARGARETZE HVNGERFORD CONJUGIS 
ORDINIS BALNIENSIS MILITIS DILECTISSIMAE 

pin ILLUSTRISSIMI VIRI ANTHONII HVNGERFORD FILIZ & conan. INSIGNISSIMI VIRI GVLIEL- 
DE BLACK-BORTON, IN AGRO OXON. EQUITIS MI HOLLYDAY CIVIS ET ALDERMANI LOND, 
AURATI ; & LUCIE UXORIS EJUS EX NOBILISSIMA ET SVSANNZ VXORIS EJUS POSTEA cou- 
PROSAPIA HVNGERFORDORVM DE CASTRO ITISSAE WARWICENSIS 

FARLEIGHENSI, IN COM, SOMERSET. ORLUND& IN CVJVs ENCOMIVM PLVRIMA FAS EST 
RELIGIONIS IN DEVM DICERE SED SVPERSTES VETAT——ISTA IN 

ZELI IN PATRIAM ; FVTVRO, 

AMORIS IN VXOREM CELEBERRIMI EXEMPLARIS 


PIETATIS IN PARENTES 
FIDEI IN AMICOS 
DEO 
* VIXIT PATRLE ANNOS 52 
SUIS | 
. GERENISSIME OBDORMIVIT 230 
' OCTOBRIS ANNO SALVTIS 1648, 


At the weſt end of the tomb is a wil ſhield, with the following bearings thus bla- 
zoned on the north wall of the chantry: 1. Hungerford. 2. Heyteſbury. 3. Huſſy. 
4. Azure, three garbs argent, Peverel. 5. Ermine, a lion rampant gules, within a 
wn engrailed /able bezanty, Cornwall, 6. Gules, on a chevron or, three eagles 
diſplayed ſable. 7. Or, three torteaux, a label of three points azure, Courtney. 8. 
' Hungerford, on an eſcutcheon of pretence, ſable, three cloſe helmets argent, Hollyday. 
9. Argent, three toads ſable, Botreaux. 10. Argent, a griffin rampant, gules. 11. Paly 
wavy, of ſix or and gules. 12. Sable, on a chief or, three lozenges gules; Moulins. 
13. Argent, within a bordure azure, a lion rampant ſable, crowned or; Burnel. 14. Or, 
a faltire engrailed ſable; Botetourt. 15. 2 on a feſſe cotiſed ton three creſcents 
or. Motto, Et Dieu mon Appuy. 


Againſt the north wall is an altar-tomb of freeſtone, the ſides of which: are painted 
red and green, and gilt, and on the top ſtone is this inſcription: 


« EDWARD HVNGERFORD, KNIGHT, SONNE TO- WATER LORD HVNGERFORD AND 
LATE HIER TO SIR WALTER HvNGEREORD, DECEASED THE 5{ DAIE OF DECEMBER 


1607, AND LIETH HERE WITH DAME JANE HIS WIFE DAVGHTER TO SIR Armour 
HvNGERFORD or DowNE-AMNY.” 


Arms, Hungerford quartering Heyteſbury, and impaling, ſable, an eagle diſplayed. 


On the weſt ſide of the chapel ſtands another ſimilar tomb, on the front of which is 
the figure cut in ſtone of a female at a deſk, with four ſons before her, and behind her 


five daughters, all kneeling. At the end of the tomb are the arms of Hungerford, but 
no inſcription. 


Over this tomb againſt the north wall is a ſmall mural monument of — and in 
the centre of it is a braſs-plate with this inſcription: 


ce If birth or worth might ad to rareneſs life, 
Or teares in man revive a vertuous wife, 


Lock't 
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| | Lock't in this cabinet. bereav'd of breath, 

| Here lies y* pearle inclos'd—ſhe W by death 
*, | | | Sterne death ſubdu'd, lighting vaine worldly vice, 
4. 1 Achiving heav'n W thoughts of paradiſe. 
= | | Shee was her ſexes wonder, great in bloud ; 
| | But what is far more rare, both great & good. 
She was Wall celeſtial virtues ſtorde, 

The life of Shaa, & ſoule of Hungerford. 


AN EPITAPH 


WRITTEN IN MEMORY OF Y* LATE RIGHT NOBLE & MOST TRVLY VERTVOVS u“ 
MARY SHAA, DAVGHTER TO Y* RIGHT HO”* WALTER LORD HVNGERFORD, SISTER & 
HEYRE GENERALL TO Y* RIGHT NOBLE s' ED. HVNGERF" KNI\, DECEASED, & WIFE 
VNTO THOMAS SHAA, ESQ, LEAVING BEHIND ROBERT SHAA HER ONLY SONNE. SHE 
DEPARTED THIS LIFE IN Y* FAITH OF CHRIST Y* LAST DAY OF SEPTEMB' AN* DNI. 


1613.“ At the top are the arms of Hungerford. 


On the weſt wall of the chapel are the following coats, viz. 


Argent, a lion rampant gules. 
| Gules, a croſs patonee vaire. Aubemarle. 
Hungerford, impaling 4 Quarterly, firſt and fourth gules; ſecond and third argent, 
a pale fuſilly vert. 
leyteſbury. 
On the north wall: 


" Gules, on a chevron ſable, three roſes azure. 

Gules, a bend between three fleurs-de-lis argent. 

1 | Argent, a bend gobonated azure and argent between three 
4 | | | eſcallops gules. 


Courtney. 
two fuſils in chief. 


Burnel. 
px ares WY 
: , Or, three eſcallo 
Hungerford, impaling « Barry of ſix . gules, on each bar three roundels 
s counterchanged. 
_ X | Argent, a croſs vert. 

4 Gules, a feſſe or, between three eſcallops argent. 

. 6 Barry of ſix argent and azure, over all a croſs double- 

flory gules. 
Argent, a chevron ſable between three ſprigs vert. 
Sable, a buck ſtatant argent. 
LGules, a bend lozengy ermine. 


» 
on - 
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On the caſt wall: 


Azure, a fleur-de-lis or, a chief gules. 

Or, a bend /able. 
Paly wavy of fix gules and or. 

Argent, a bend gules. 


Hungerford, impaling 


A wheat-ſheaf or. : 
A demi-lion rampant gardant or, ſupporting an anchor proper. Creſt of Halliday. 
Sable, three gauntlets or. 


On the ſouth wall: | | 
Or, a chief gules. { 
Gules ten bezants, a canton ermine: Zouch. | 
Hungerford, impaling 4 Azure, ſemee of fleurs-de-lis, a lion rampant argent. 
Azure, ten billets or, 4, 3, 2, 1; on a chief of the ſecond a 
demi lion ifſuant ſable: Dormer. 


The ceiling of this chapel was once decorated with a good painting of the reſurrec- 
tion, ſome parts of which ſtill remain in lively colours; and in a border underneath arc 
the figures of St. John, St. Philip, St. Bartholomew, St. Thomas, St. Matthew, St. 
James major, and St. James minor. Over the chapel door, cut in ſtone, is a garb 
between two ſickles, the creſt of the Hungerford family. 


Under the chapel is the family vault, in which are eight leaden coffins, containing 
the embalmed bodies of Sir Edward Hungerford, of Corſham, and his Lady Margaret; 
of a former Sir Edward; and the three wives of Sir Edward Hungerford, jun. two 
of whom died in child-bed, their infants in ſimilar coffins being placed upon their 
breaſts. Theſe coffins very much reſemble Egyptian mummies, having on them all 
the features of a face in ſtrong relief, and the bodies gradually tapering from the 
ſhoulders to the feet. Againſt the wall near the door of the vault is an urn of lead 
eighteen inches high, and twelve in diameter, containing the bowels of the bodies here 
embalmed. On a copper breaſt-plate is the following inſcription: 

ce HIC INTVS RECONDIT MORTALE TOTVM INSIGNIS DNI EDW. HVNGERFORD DE 
COSSHAM IN COM. WILTS, no ORD. BAL. MIL. TIL. NAT. Max. DOMINI ANTHO. 
HVNGERFORD, DE BLACKBOVRTON IN COM. OXON, EQ, AURAT. ET VXOR. EJUS DNA 
LVCLE HVNGERFORD FILIA GVALT. HVNGERFORD DE FARLEY HVNGERFORD IN AGRO 
SOMERSET. EQ, AVRATI., CUJUS ANTIQYISS. ET CLARISS. PROSAPIAE DE FARLEY 
HVNGERFORD FVIT TERMINVS. FELICI THALAMO CONJVNCT.- b MARGARET/E 
FILIZ ET COH/AERED. GUIL, HALLYDAY CIVIS ET ALDERM. LOND. PER ANNOS XXVII, 
OBIIT x' KAL, IX MpcxLvi, AN” ATAT. Li” Above are the arms of Hungerford - 
with thoſe of their ſeveral intermarriages, as on the weſt ſide of the marble monument. 


Behind the chapel ſtands the old habitation of Lord Walter Hungerford's two chan- 
try prieſts, now converted into a dairy ; the external walls of this part of the caſtle retain 
ſome of their priſtine battlements. 


In this caſtle was born Margaret Plantagenet, daughter of George duke of Clarence, 
brother of King Edward IV. This Lady was heireſs to her brother Edward, and to 
Vor. III. A a a her 
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her grandfather Richard Neville, Earls of Saliſbury wi Warwick, and was in 1513 
created Counteſs of Saliſbury by King Henry VIII. She married Sir Richard Pole, 
knt. by whom ſhe had four ſons; the youngeſt of them, Reginald, was the Pope's 
cardinal, by whoſe political manceuvres ſhe and her whole family were involved in 
much difficulty and troubles; and ſhe was at length beheaded in the tower at London 
May 27, 1541, after having been cloſely confined two years in priſon, Her eldeſt ſon 
Henry Pole lord Montague had ſuffered the ſame fate before her in 1538. 


The village of Farley is but ſmall, containing about twenty families; the living is 
rectorial, in the deanery of Frome, and in the patronage of Joſeph Houlton, eſq; the 
Rev. Gilbert Langdon is the preſent incumbent. In 1292 this rectory was rated at 
eight marks nine ſhillings and four-pence; the abbot of Cirenceſter receiving out of it 
an annual penſion of four ſhillings.* | 


The pariſh church ſtands on an eminence ſouthward from the caſtle, and is of one 
alle, ninety- two feet in length, and twenty-four in breadth, At the weſt end is a {mall 
tower containing five bells, 


Here are no ancient monuments; bur on the ſouth ſide of the chancel is a neat mo- 
nument of grey and white marble, inſcribed, —*< Hic jacent Virgilius Parker, A. M. 
reverendus hujus parochiæ quondam rector, Walteri Parker de Luſhill in comitatu 
Wilton, armigeri, filius natu 2**;—Uxor ejus Anna, et filia Caroli Yotk, de Baſſet Down 
in eodem comitatu, armigeri;—Liberique eorum, Virgilius, qui obijt ætatis anno 227, et 
Anna, Jacobi York, de Chewton in comitatu Somerſet, generoſi, vidua, mortua Dec. 
31, 1758. Quorum vita fuit imitatione perdigna, et mors amicis perluctuoſa.“ 


Arms, Argent, a chevron between three bucks' heads caboſſed ſable, impaling, argent, 
on a ſaltire azure an eſcallop or, York. 


| In 1683, a Roman teſſelated pavement was found in this pariſh, 
—_  . - -- 05 + Tatat. Spiritual, 


RTE SL? 0:2: Þ. 


Small village on the river Frome, adjoining to Farley on the ſouth. It is ſituated 
on riſing ground in a woody country; the lands fertile and moſtly paſture, A 
third part of this village was April 9, 1785, deſtroyed by an accidental fire. 


BI EE: It is called in the Conqueror's ſurvey Tablesford, and is thus ſurveyed as the property 
= |. | of the Biſhop of Coutances: 
as | te Moyſes holds of the Biſhop, Tanizronp. Edward held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for two hides. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne are 


ce two carucates, and five cottagers, and four bordars, with one plough and a half. 
| «© There 
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« There is half a mill rendering ſeven ſhillings and ſix- pence, and ſeven acres of mea- 

cc dow, and ten acres of paſture, and one acre and a half of wood: It is worth _ 
ce ſhillings. 

« To this manor are added three hides. Alviet held them in the time of King 

« Edward, and gelded for as many. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne is one 

te carucate, and three ſervants, and three villanes, and eight cottagers, with two 

te ploughs. There is half a mill rendering nine ſhillings, and eleven acres and a half 


te of meadow, and thirty acres of paſture, and four acres and a half of wood. It was 
ce worth ſixty ſhillings, now forty ſhillings.“ 


23 Edw. III. John de Umfraville held a moiety of a knight s fee in Telsford of Sir 
Hugh le Diſpenſer; but ſhortly after the manor was in the family of Gournay, of 
whom Sir Matthew Gournay and Alice his wife held it 3 Ric. II. of the heir of Henry 

Fitz-Roger, as of his manor of Chewton.* 19 Edw. IV. John Turney died ſeized of 
this manor, having held the ſame of Edward fon and heir of Iſabel widow of George 
duke of Clarence, by knight's ſervice, as of his manor of Farley, leaving John his ſon 
and heir of the age of ſeventeen years. This manor was held by the ſame family 
under that of Hungerford for ſeveral generations; but it was at length alienated, and 
is now the property of Joſeph Houlton, eſq. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Frome, The Rev, William Batchelor is 
both patron and incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to All-Saints. It has only one aile, at the weſt end of | 
which is a tower with three bells. 


It contains no monument nor inſcription of conſequence. 


* Lib. Domeſday. —* Lib. Feod, Efe. « Ibid, 
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THE LIBERTY 


HINTON and NORTON. 


HIS is a ſmall but very delightful diſtrict, being compoſed of fine hills and 
fruitful vallies, richly decorated with wood. It is ſurrounded by the 
hundred of Wellow, out of the juriſdiction of which it was taken in the 
time of Henry III. by Ela counteſs of Saliſbury, and annexed to the Car- 


thuſian monaſtery of Hinton, wherein it continued with all its privileges and immunities 


till the general ſuppreſſion of religious houſes. After ſome ſpace of time it came to the 
family of Grubbe, of Pottern in the county of Wilts, of whom Walter Grubbe, by deed* 
bearing date 11 Nov. 1708, in conſideration of the ſum of forty pounds, granted the ſaid 
liberty of Norton St. Philips and Hinton, with all courts-leet, view of frank-pledge, 
waifs, eſtrays, treafure-trove, deodands, law-days, ſilver, fines, amerciaments, forfeitures, 
eſcheats, reliefs, goods and chattles of felons and fugitives, and perſons out-lawed, 
and felons of themſelves; and all royalties, mines, commons, waſte grounds, waters, 
fiſhings, franchiſes, privileges, juriſdictions, profits, immunities, and appertenances, to 
Walter Robinſon, of South-Stoke in this county, eſq; from whom it deſcended to his 


- grandſon, the late Stocker Robinſon, of Charterhouſe-Hinton, eſq; whoſe two ſiſters 
and coheireſſes brought it by marriage to James Humphrys and Joſeph Frowd, of 


Frome, eſqrs. the preſent lords of this liberty. 


It contains two pariſhes, Hinton-Charterhouſe, and Norton St. Philips, both ſome- 
times additionally ſtiled Comitis, by reaſon of their having been in ancient days poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Comites, or Earls of Saliſbury. 


Ex Autographo. 


A ; 


HINTON- 
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HINTON-CHARTERHOUSE, or COMITIS. 


th HIS pariſh is ſituated at the top of a hill, five miles ſouth from Bath, and in the 
| | road thence to Frome, Warminſter and Saliſbury. The ſoil is very good, being 
about equally divided between paſture and tillage, and a great part of the pariſh is 
full of timber-trees, which afford a fine landſcape to the neighbouring country, 


It compriſes within its limits, that part of the hamlet of Miprorp, which lies ſouth- 
ward of the bridge; part of Iroxp in the road to Bradford, and Paxx-Corvner near 
Freſhford; as alſo the hamlets of PipAR Ds and Frlary-GREEN, ſituated towards the 
northeaſt; the laſt of which is very conſiderable, and had its name from the friars of 
the Carthuſian monaſtery to whom it anciently belonged. 


| | King William the Conqueror, in the diſpoſal of the lands of his ks acquired 
1 dominions, beſtowed the manors of Hinton and Norton on Edward younger ſon of 
Walter de Eureux earl of Roſmar, ſurnamed de Sariſberi, from that lordſhip where he 
dwelt. His poſſeſſions here and in Bath are thus recorded: 


« Edward of Sariſberi holds of the King, HanToxs. . Ulwen held it in the time of 
cc King Edward, and gelded for ten hides. The arable is ten carucates. In demeſne 
tc are three carucates, and nine ſervants, and twelve villanes, and fifteen cottagers, with 
te fix ploughs. There are two mills rendering thirty-four ſhillings, and twelve acres of 
ce meadow. Wood one mile long, and half a mile broad. 


« In Bab two houſes; one pays ſeven- pence halfpenny. It was formerly worth ten 
ce pounds; now it is worth twelve pounds,” 


This Edward de Sariſberi was ſheriff of the county of Wilts, in which be had very 
2] large eſtates; and was one of the witneſſes to King William the Conqueror's founda- 
tion charter of the great abbey of Selby in Yorkſhire. He was ſtandard-bearer to 
King Henry I. and in the 20th year of his reign, was in that capacity at the famous 
battle of Breneville in Normandy, where he behaved himſelf with remarkable ſkill and 
courage. He left iſſue two children, Walter, who A him, and a daughter, 
Maud, the wife of Humphry de Bohun.* 


Which Waker, in the year 1142, founded and 1 that eminent monaſtery of 
Black Canons at Bradenſtoke in the county of Wilts, wherein he himſelf took a reli- 
gious habit, died, and was buried near the choir. By Sibilla his wife ſurnamed de 
Chaworth, he left iſſue . 


Patrick, who was ſtiled D'Eureux, or Devereux, after his great grandfather's original 

ſurname. This Patrick was ſteward of the houſhold to Maud the Empreſs, who in 1153 

created him Earl of Saliſbury. For ſeveral years of the reign of Henry II. he executed 

; the office of ſheriff for the county of Wilts, and was one of the witneſſes to the recogni- 
ö tion of the ancient laws and liberties of England made by that King, whoſe lieutenant 


* Lib, Domeſday. | > Dugd. Bar. i. 174. be 
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he was in Aquitaine, as well as general of his forces. After performing a pilgrimage 
to St. James in Galicia, he was ſlain by Guy de Luſignan in the year 1168. | 


To him ſucceeded William Devereux his ſon and heir, who bore the golden ſceptre 
with the dove upon it, at the coronation of King Ric. I. 2 Ric, I. he was ſheriff of 
Wiltſhire, and ſo continued till the 8th year of that reign, 6 Ric. I. he was with the 
King in Normandy, and after his return to England attended at the great council held 
at Nottingham. At the King's ſecond coronation the ſame year he was one of the four 
Earls that carried the canopy of ſtate. He died 8 Ric. I. leaving ifſue by Eleanor de 
Vitrei his wife, daughter of Tirrel de Mainers, one only daughter and heir Ela, who 
became the wife of William Longeſpe, natural ſon of Nn Henry II. by Roſamond 
Clifford, otherwiſe called Fair Roſamond. 


This William Longeſpe was created Earl of Saliſbury by King Ric. I. and was 
ſheriff of Wilts for ſeveral years of the reigns of King John and Henry III. 10 Joh. 
he was conſtituted warden of the marches of Wales; and 16 Joh. was appointed one of 
the chief commanders of the fleet. 1 Henry III. he was in the Holy Land at the 
battle of Damieta, where the Chriſtian forces were repelled; and 7 Henry III. was in 
the expedition then made into Wales to oppoſe the progreſs of Llewellyn. 8 Henry III. 
he was ſheriff of Hampſhire, and governor of the caſtles of Wincheſter and Portcheſter. 
Beſides his attachment to military purſuits, he was alſo inclined to works of piety and 
religion, becoming a benefactor to the canons of Bradenſtoke, and beſtowing his manor 
of Hatherop in Glouceſterſhire on the monks of the Carthuſian order. And by his 


teſtament bearing date 9 Henry III. he aſſigned all the profits which he had received 


or ſhould receive by the wardſhip of the land and heir of Richard de Camvile, for 


the building a certain monaſtery of the Carthuſian order, to be called Atrium Dei, or 


The Houſe of God; and bequeathed thereto a cup of gold ſet with emeralds and rubies; 
a pix of gold; two goblets of ſilver; a cheſiple and cope of red ſilk, a tunicle and 
dalmatick of yellow cendal; an albe, amice, and ſtole; a favon and towel, toge- 
ther with all his reliques; as alſo a thouſand ewes, three hundred rams, forty-eight 
oxen, and fifteen bulls.. Which teſtament was ratified by King Henry III. in the 
38th year of his reign.* He died 10 Henry III. and Ela his wife ſurviving him, being 
a woman of great devotion, applied her mind to the execution of her huſband's bequeſts; 
and difcerning that Hatherop was not a place proper for the reception of the monks 
in queſtion, ſhe tranſlated their habitation to the village we are now ſpeaking of, and 
here in her own park, A. D. 1227, founded a priory for Carthuſian moaks, which ſhe 


dedicated to the honour of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, St. John Baptiſt, and All-Saints, 
and endowed with the manors of Hinton and Norton, the advowſon of the church of 


Hinton, and all appertenances thereunto belonging, excepting one virgate of land, 
- which Richard the park-keeper formerly held. This inſtitution was confirmed by King 
Henry III. in the 24th year of his reign, who granted to the monks in further aug- 
mentation all ſuch liberties as King Henry his grandfather had before granted to the 
Carthuſian-houſe of Witham; either as to the election of a prior, or to other liberties 
in wood, plain, meadows, paſtures, &c. ſuperadding, that this houſe ſhould be for ever 
free and quit from gelds, danegelds, hydages, ſcutages, works of caſtles, bridges, parks, 
Rot. Claus, g Hen, III. Rot. Vaſcon, 38 Hen, III. m. 12. * Mon, Angl. i. 960. 
moats, 
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moats, and houſes; and alſo from toll, paſſage, pontage, leſtage, and all ſervices, cuſ- 
toms, and queſt-monies, and from ſhires, hundreds, ſuits of ſhires and hundreds, and all 
pleas and quarrels: that the monks ſhould be exempt from all manner of exactions; 
and that the King's foreſters ſhould not intermeddle within the juriſdictions of the mo- 
naſtick lands.” All this was ratified by Pope Innocent, who ordained that no perſon 
ſhould within the limits of the ſaid monaſtery ſeize any perſon, commit theft, rapine, 
or robbery, ſet fire to any place, or moleſt any one going to, or returning from the 
abbey; that no one ſhould build a religious houſe, or any other monks have poſſeſ- 
ſions within half a mile thereof; that no one ſhould preſume to exact or extort tithes of 


the new tilled lands not before tithable, nor of the orchards, ſhrubberies, fiſheries, or 


breeds of cattle; that neither the biſhop, nor any other perſon, ſhould inſiſt upon the 
religious attending any ſynods, or foreign conventions; and that no one ſhould come 
to the houſe without previous invitation for the purpoſe of hearing or diſcuſſing cauſes, or 
convening any publick aſſemblies. This exoneration was dated at Lyons, A. D. 1245. 


The monks had by various grants lands in Hinton, Wellow, Eaſt-Wick, Peglinch, 
Norton, Lullington, Iford, Freſhford, Woodwick, Woodborough, Whiteoxmead, and 
many other places“ King Ric. II. gave them a hogſhead of wine yearly, out of the port 
of Briſtol; and Henry V. a charter of free-warren in this manor and that of Norton.“ 
Their eſtates in Hinton were in 1293 valued at 241. 15s. and their general eſtates in 1444 
at ſeventy-ſix marks three ſhillings and four-pence ; and in 1534 at 2481, 198. 2d.“ 


Thomas Wynne was prior of this houſe in 1403. 
William was prior 1465. 
John occurs 1513. 


Edmund Hord 1540. In which year, on the 31ſt of March, he with nineteen 
monks ſurrendered this convent to the King, for which he had a penſion of 441. per 
annum, and a gratuity of eleven pounds. There were at that time twenty-one monks 
in the monaſtery, who had the following penſions and gratuities, viz. 


D 
1 
8 


Penſion. Gratuity. | Penſion. þ 
Thomas Fletcher 6 13'4 1 13 4 || William Reynold 6 13 4 1 13 4 
William Burford 6 13 4 I 13 4 || Robert Savage - 6 13 4 I 13 4 
Hugh Laycocke 8 00 2 © © || William Robinſon 2 0 0 o 10 o 
Robert Frye 6 13 4 I 13 4 || John Chamberlaine 6 13 4 I 13 4 
John Bachcroft 8 oo 2 © © || William Coke 6 13 4 L434 
Robert Ruſſell - 2 0 0 © 10 © || James Marble 6 13 4 I 13 4 
Robert Lightfoot- 2 oo o 10 © || Roger Legge - 2 00 0 100 
Robert Nolinge - 6 13 4 I 13. 4 || Henry Bowerman 6 13 4 I 13 4 
Henry Gurney - 6 13 4 I 13 4 John Calert 2 00 © 100 
Thomas Hellyer - 6 13 4 I 13 4 || Robert Stamerdon 6 13 4 WER x 
Nicholas Baland - 6 13 4 1 13 4 | 


f Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. jo Ibid. a Ing. ad quod Damnum. Cart. Ric. II. n. 20. 
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Upon the diſſolution, 37 Henry VIII. the ſcite of the abbey, &c. was granted to 
John Bartlet, who ſold it to Matthew Colthurſt, whoſe ſon Edmund 21 Eliz. ſold it 
to Walter Hungerford, in which family it continued till the beginning of the preſent 
century, when Sir Edward Hungerford ſold it to Walter Robinſon, eſq; grandfather of 
Stocker Robinſon, eſq; who, at his death in 1781; left two ſiſters his coheirs, viz. 
Margaret the wife of James Humphrys, and Ellen the wife of Joſeph Frowd, eſqrs. who | 
are now the joint poſſeſſors of this ſeat and manor. | 


The preſent manor-houſe was erected out of the ruins of the abbey, of which ſeveral 
parts, ſuch as the chapel, anti-chapel, charnel-houſe, and granary, are ſtill remaining. 
The environs are highly delightful, being variegated with fine open lawns, hanging 
woods, and limpid ſtreams. In the vicinity are ſeveral large tumuli; and in the ruins 
of the abbey have been dug up Roman brick, zeſere, and other reliques. | 


The living of Hinton was appropriated to the monaſtery abovementioned; and there 
having been, in the time of Joceline biſhop of Bath, a controverly between Gilbert de 
Sarum, rector of the church of Hinton on the one part, and the prior and convent of 
the ſaid monaſtery on the other part, about. three yardlands with their appertenances, 
formerly belonging to the church demeſne; and about the great and ſmall tithes 
ariſing from the demeſne of the ſaid prior and. convent, and the tithes of twelve yard- 
lands, which were anciently villenage of the convent; by way of compoſition, and 
ſatisfaction to each party, it was ordained in 1262, that the prior and convent ſhould 
have the whole of the ſaid demieſne land with all its appertenances, and poſſeſs the ſame 
quietly and exempt from all tithes, as well in their demeſnes as in villenage already con- 
verted, or hereafter to be converted into demeſne, in perpetuum. That the faid prior 
and convent ſhould have and hold in perpetual farm the church of Hinton, in conſide- 
ration of fifteen marks to be paid yearly to the ſaid rector and his ſucceſſors; and enjoy 
the manſion formerly belonging to the rectory; with a proviſo, that they firſt edify and 
properly finiſh the parſonage-houle in a ſtreet near the church, containing twenty 
perches in length and eight in breadth; which houſe, thus erected, the rector and his 
ſucceſſors to keep in repair at their own expence. The rector for the time being to 
repair the chancel, furniſh books, veſtments, ornaments, &c. and to ſuſtain all ordinary 


and extraordinary burdens, contingent to the parſonage. A. D. 1292 this church was 
rated at gl. gs. 4d. 


The living 1s a curacy in the deanery of Frome, and being a chapel to Norton St. 


Philip's, in the patronage of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells. The Rev. Henry Thomas 
Payne is the preſent incumbent. . 


The church, which is dedicated to the honour of St. John the Baptiſt, is a ſmall n. neat 
ſtructure, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, and ſouth aile, with a tower at the weſt end, 
containing three bells, one of which is ancient, having this motto to the patron of the 
building: Johannes Fti care. 

On a grave-ſtone in the chancel floor is this inſcription “ Here liethe the bodi 
of Anthohie Hungerford, eſquier, captain wythin the realme of Ireland, who deſeſed 
the 25 of Maye in the 36 yere of our Queene Elizabeth's raine, Ano Domini 1 594.” 


* Excerpt, e Regiſt. Wellen. » Taxat. Spiritual. 
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Againſt the ſouth wall of the ſouth aile is a marble monument, inſcribed, 


« Sacred to the memory of Walter Robinſon, eſq; of Hinton-Abbey, and Mary his 
wife. He died Jan” 3d, 1737, aged 63; ſhe died April 23d, 1742, aged 61. In the 
chancel are likewiſe depoſited the remains of Stocker Robinſon, eſq; ſon of the above 
Walter and Mary. He died July 21ſt, 1759, aged 59. And Margaret his wife died 
Oct. 2d, 1772, aged 58. Alſo Stocker Robinſon, eſq; ſon of the above Stocker and 


Margaret, who died Oct. ad, 1781, aged 45.” Arms, Sable, a cheyron ermine * 
three gauntlets argent; impaling gules, three ſpears or. 


Thomas Spenſer, a learned and pious monk, ſon of Leonard Spenſer, of * city of 
Norwich, was many years reſident in the monaſtery of Hinton, where he wrote, among 
many other books, chiefly tending to promote the knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion, 


« Comment. in Epiſt. D. Pauli ad Galatas.” He ae, in 1529, and was buried | in the 
abbey here. 


Athen. Oxon. i. 24. 


7 * 1 2 | , F 


NORTON ST. PHILIP's, or NORTON-COMITIS, 


S a ſmall town, ſituated againſt the ſide of a hill, about à mile e 100 the 
village of Hinton, and nearly equidiſtant from Bath and Frome, the turnpike- road 
betwixt thoſe places running through the eaſtern part of it; which road, betwixt this 
town and the village of Wolverton, is mended with a ſingular kind of ſtone that 
ſeems to be a compoſition of ſhells compreſſed together, and generally broken. The 
ſhells are chiefly of the bivalve kinds, and of a black hue, as though they had lain a 
long time on an expoſed ſhore. In digging for ſtone in the north part of the pariſh, 
about the year 1752, ſome workmen found, at the depth of nine feet beneath a rock, 


a large quantity of human bones of various ſires, with part of a jaw- bone and ſeveral 
teeth in it of a prodigious ſize. 


A ſpring called Lyde riſes in this pariſh, and 3 a rivulet, viſits Wellow in its 
way towards the Avon. This town had formerly a market,“ but at preſent it is diſ- 
continued. There are two fairs, the one held on the firſt of May; the other the 29th 

of Auguſt; two others, formerly famous for cattle and cloth, have been long ſince 


diſuſed. In the principal ſtreet is a large and very ancient building, formerly a grange 
of the abbots of Hinton. 


It has already been remarked, that King William the 8 gave the manor of 


Norton with that of Hinton to Edward de * in the ſurvey of that time we have 
the following account of it: 


te Edward himſelf holds Noxruxx. «Todd held it in the time of King Edward, and 
e gelded for ten hides. The arable is ten carucates. In demeſne are three carucates, 


Cart. 13 Ed. I. Leland calls f a ( meane market kepte in a ſmaull towne, moſt maynteynyd by cloth- | 
ing. lun, Vl. 100, wks 
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« and three ſervants, and three villanes, and thirteen. co rs, with three ploughs. 
There is a mill of five ſhillings rent, and t twenty acres of meadow, and as many of 


« paſture. Wood one mile long, and as n bro. "Ie was e ren. ſix 
60 pounds, now ſeven pounds. : 


ce Of theſe ten hides King Edward [the Confelor] gave to the aforeſaid Tving two 
ce carucates of land. 


From this Edward de Sariſberi, or Saliſbury, this manor deſcended to Ela counteſs 
of Saliſbury, who beſtowed it on her monaſtery of Hinton abovementioned. In 1293 
the temporalities of that houſe in Norton-Comitis were valued at 121. The monks 
had in Norton a charter of fre- warren, and a variety of other privileges. After the 
diſſolution, the manor paſſed with Hinton-Abbey, and is now in a ſimilar way poſ- 
ſeſſed by James Humphrys and Joſeph Frowd, eſqrs. 


The church of Norton-Comitis was in 1292 rated at fifteen marks.* The living is 


a vicarage in the deanery of Frome, and in the gift of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells. - 


The Rev. Henry Thomas Payne is the preſent incumbent. 
The church, which is dedicated to St. Philip and St. James, ſtands in the lower 


part of the town, and is a good ancient building, compoſed of a nave, chancel, and north 


and ſouth ailes, covered with tile. At the weſt end is a very neat embattled tower 
ſeventy feet high, containing a clock and fix bells. 


Under an arch in the fouth wall of the ſouth aile, lies the effigy of one of the religious 


of Hinton-Abbey, who, i is ſuppoſed to have rebuilt the n Her hands are up- 
liſted in a ſuppliant poſture, and at her feet is a dog. 


In the floor of the nave are the mutilated portraitures in ſtone of two females cloſe to 
each other, and called by the inhabitants, zþe fair, maidens of Foſscot, or Foſstoke,' a 
neighbouring hamlet now depopulated. There is a tradition that the perſons they 
repreſent were twins, whoſe bodies were at their birth conjoined together; that they 
arrived at a ſtate of maturity; and that one of them dying, the ſurvivor was conſtrained 
to drag about her lifeleſs companion, till death releaſed her of her horrid burden. 


At the eaſt end of the ſouth aile is a large altar-tomb, with inſcriptions to ſome of 
the family of Flower; and againſt the ſouth wall the following alluſion to the name: 


« Te flos, jam juſti rapuerunt ſtamina fuſi 
Virtutis remanet nobilis umbra tuæ. 


Now flowery fates have thee of life bereft, 


Large ſhadowes of wy virtues thou haſt left.” 
Above is a fleur-de-lis. 


In the north aile is a mural monument of marble, inſcribed to the memory of 


William Coles, of Haſſage, gent. who died Aug. 24, 17245 aged 80, and ſeveral others 
of the ſame family. 


Lib. Domeſday, © Taxat, Temporal, Cart. 1 Hen. V. p. 1. n. 13. 


Not Foxcote, a pariſh deſcribed page 349, but a diſtin& place. 
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T he chriſtenings in this pariſh are on an average fifteen, the burials thirteen annually, 


The Duke of Monmouth, in his way from Taunton, touched at this town, and by 
ſurpriſe cut off the beſt part of a troop of horſe belonging to the 1 army; Henry 
Fitz-Roy duke of Grafton narrowly . with his life. 


„ e EERD-M 


S ſituated between the hundreds of Winterſtoke and Chewton on the north, and 
Whitſtone and Glaſton Twelve Hides on the ſouth, comprehending a conſider- 
able part of the foreſt of Mendip. The bounds of this foreſt, in a perambulation 
made May 10, 26 Edw. I. appear to have extended and been as follows: 

From Stoburgbe through the middle of a heath to Thurleſton, and thence through the 

middle of a heath to Schynydeclyfle; thence through the middle of a heath to the metes 

of the liberty of Chedder, and leaving the ſaid metes in the foreſt on the right to Dun- 
neſton; thence by a certain path to a ſtone called Dunneſton; and thence going down to 
 Voxweye as far as a ſtone called Sliperſton; and thence to a buſh called Merthorne;” and 
thence to the marſh of John de Acton; thence leaving the ſaid marſh in the foreſt on 
the right to a ſtone which Old Samuel put up, between the fee of the manor of Chedder 
and the fee of the manor of the abbot of Glaſtonbury; and thence to the Nozepele 
towards Clewer, leaving the fee of the abbot of Glaſtonbury on the left, by the fee of 

Philip de Wyky; and thence to Leremore, by an ancient water-courſe; and thence to 

Hyndemore in the foreſt on the right; and thence to Schernham; and thence to the Red, 

which is of the King's demeſne, leaving Schernham and the Rede on the right hand in 

the foreſt; and thence to Morebigbes Cor Moorhayes] of Axbridge ; and thence to the 

Portlakes up to Goreweysmulle; and thence to a well called Holywell; and thence through 

the middle of the houſe of Robert.... Ward, within the foreſt in the town of 

Arbridge to Horneſlane; and then up the hill called Calewe to the Rudyngge, and fo 

by the Rudyngge to Lynlegheſpoule; and thence through a certain valley to Water/- 

combe; and thence leaving Water/combe on the right to the Holeucye; thence to Meweye; 
thence to Cheddeford; and thence to a certain ditch as far as Hyndewell; and thence 
between the fee of the Templars, and the fee of Charterhouſe, to the Horeclive; and 


thence ſtrait through the middle of a heath to Stenebergb; and ſo to Sioberghe, where the 
bounds firſt began.“ 


* Excerpt, e Regiſt. Wellen. This 
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This foreſt was in ancient times well ſtocked wh deer, nor was it infrequently ſup- 
plied with wood; but ſince its disafforeſtation it has degenerated into a wild and wood- 


leſs plain, retaining no longer the dignity of its priſtine title, nor generally known but 
by the name of Mendip-hills. R | 


It is indeed a vaſt ridge of rocky mountain running in a direction nearly from ſouth- 
eaſt to northweſt, near twelve miles in length, and from three to fix in breadth. The 
hills are of unequal height, but the loftieſt parts are, Crook's-Peak above the village 
of Loxton, and Blackdown north of Chedder; both commanding an immenſity of 
proſpect. In many parts there is very little depth of earth, the rocks riſing above 
the turf, which however affords good paſture for ſheep and young cattle. The ſurface 
in other parts is covered with heath, fern, and furze. The air, eſpecially in winter, is 
moiſt, thick, and foggy; and ſo very cold, that froſt and ſnow inhabit theſe heights 

| longer than they do almoſt any other parts of the county; and the few remaining trees, 
FY | having their leaves blaſted and diſcoloured by the Frere winds from the Channel, never 
attain to any conſiderable ſize. | - 


This large tract of open country abounds with lead and lapis-calaminaris ; "nn 
Drayton in his Polyolbion, ſpeaking of Somerſetſhire, calls Mendip (but rather too 
partially) © the onely ſtore and coffer of her mines.” Here are alſo ſome veins of 
mangoneſſe and yellow ochre. Among certain laws by which the miners were an- 

_ ciently regulated, is the following, viz. That if any man of that occupation do pick 
© or ſteal any lead or ore to the value of thirteen-pence halfpenny, the lord or his officer 
© may arreſt all his lead and ore, houſe and hearth, with all his goods; grooves, and 
© works, and keep them as forfeit to his own uſe, and ſhall-take the perſon that hath ſo 
© offended, and bring him where his houſe, and work, and all his tools and inſtruments 
© belonging to the ſame occupation are; and put him into his houſe or work, and 
© ſet every thing on fire about him, and baniſh him from that orenpotine _— al 
© the miners for ever. This was called * of the bill. | 


In theſe mines the ore ſometimes runs in a vein; ſometimes it is found in banks, 
and ſometimes in the crevices of the rocks. It is frequently ſurrounded with ſpar and 
chalk, mixed with a white, ſoft, mealy kind of ſtone, called by the miners croots. The 
ſpar is white, tranſparent, and as brittle as glaſs. The chalk i is alſo white; but its ſpe- 
cifick gravity is greater than that of the ſtone itſelf. The vein generally lies between 
theſe coats, and is of different breadth and thickneſs. Sometimes it borders near the 
ſurface, and at other times lies very deep in the earth. It frequently terminates ſud- 
_ in an 1 earth called by the miners the Deading-Bed ; and within a t or two is 
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rupted he a black thick ſtone called a Jamb; ſometimes it a in a rock termed a 


Foreſtone; but more commonly in a dead clayey earth unmixed with croot or ſpar. 


The ſurface of Mendip conſiſts of bold ſwells and hollows of eaſy deſcent; but the 
extreme declivities of the hills are in many parts very precipitous and ſteep, either 


veſted with fine hanging woods, or jagged into. craggy cliffs of a romantick and very 
ſublime appearance. There are however two openings acroſs theſe hills of eaſy aſcent; 


through which run the turnpike-roads from Bath and Briſtol to Wells. 


Leland tells us, that there were of ancient time four accounted as chief lords of 
Mendip ; firſt the King, and. his part came to the Biſhop of Bath as by a fee-farm ; 


Glaſtonbury had another part; Lord Bonville, and afterwards Lord Grey, Marquis 
of Dorſet, was the third owner ; the fourth was Gournay, and afterwards Newton.“ 


The hundred of Wells Forum is valued in the ſchedule of the Duke of Somerſet 
at 71, 7s. per annum.“ 


« Lel. Itin. Vii. 88. MS. Valor. 
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HE city of Wells is ſituated at the ſouthern foot of the great mountainous 
foreſt of Mendip juſt now mentioned, nineteen miles ſouthweſt from Bath; the 


ſame diſtance ſouth from Briſtol; five northeaſt from Glaſtonbury, and twenty from 
Bridgwater. 


It receives its name from a en ſpring called S.. Andrew's Well, walls. | 


Bottomleſs Well, which. riſes near the Epiſcopal Palace, and emitting a copious ſtream, 
ſurrounds that ſtructure with its waters, and thence tranſmits them through the ſouth- 


welt parts of the city. Its ancient appellations were, Tethiſcine, T. udingtone, Tidington, 


Theodorodunum, Welwe, Wielea, and Fonticuli, moſt of them alluding to its fame ſcatu- | 


rient waters. 


The city is ſmall, but compact, i in general well built, and neatly paved. It is «divided 
into four verderies in the manner of wards, and thus denominated, High- ſtreet Verdery, 


Chamberlain-ſtreet Verdery, Tucker-ſtreet Verdery, and Southover Verdery. In 


theſe verderies, each of which is ſuperintended by two verderers or petty conſtables, 
(an office originating from the viridarii of the Biſhop's foreſt of Mendip, whoſe: pro- 


vince it was to keep the aſſizes of the foreſt, and to enroll the attachments and pre- 
ſentments of treſpaſſes committed therein) are included the following ſtreets, viz. High- 


ſtreet, Sadler-ſtreet, Chamberlain-ſtreet, New-ſtreet, Grope-lane, Tucker- ſtreet, St. 
Cuthbert's-ſtreet, Queen-ſtreet, Silver-ſtreet, St. John's-ſtreet, Southover-ſtreet, 
Beggar- ſtreet, Water-lane, W and Prieſt-row. 


The 
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The macket-piace i is on the eaſt ſide of the city, and is wide and airy. In it there 
ſtood till lately a curious market-croſs, built in 1542 by Biſhop Knight and Dean 
Woolman, for the accommodation of poor people. This ſtructure was ſupported by 
ſtone pillars, and over its vault was a room originally intended for publick buſineſs, and 
crowned with a ſmall turret. Round the cornice was this inſcription: © Ad honorem 
© Dei omnipotentis, commodum pauperum, mercatum Welliz frequentantium, impenſis 
© Gulielmi Knight, epiſcopi, et Richardi Woolman, hujus eccleſiæ cathedralis olim 
c decani, hic locus erectus eſt. Laus Deo, pax vivis, requies defunctis. Amen. A. D. 
1542. Near the ſcite of this croſs ſtands the city conduit, the water of which is de- 
rived by leaden pipes from an aqueduct built by Biſnop Beckington near the ſource of 
St. Andrew's well, between the cathedral and the palace. This bn dun which is of an 
hexagonal ſhape, embelliſhed with Gothick niches, roſes, &c. and crowned with a conical 
roof, was alſo erected at the expence of Biſhop Beckington, for which ſervice the 
burgeſſes of Wells once a year paid a ſolemn viſit to his tomb, and offered up their 
prayers for his ſoul. The ſame worthy prelate, whoſe munificence will ever be recorded 
by this city and biſhoprick, adorned the north fide of the ſame area (which from him 
has been ſometimes called Beckington-Square) with a row of twelve uniform houſes of 
ſtone for the habitation of as many prieſts, (but which are now inhabited by the laity) and 
at the eaſtern extremity thereof built a gateway communicating to the cathedral cloſe, 
whereon remain his arms ſculptured in the ſtone, viz. On a feſſe a mitre with labels 
expanded, between three bucks' heads caboſſed in chief, and as many pheons in baſe, 
together with his device, a flaming beacon with a tun, Near this in front of the ſtreet, 
and thence leading to the palace, is another gateway, erected hkewiſe by Biſhop Beck- 
ington, who intended to have rebuilt the whole area; and in the ſoutheaſt angle is 
the town-hall and market-houſe, a plain but commodious building, of recent conſtrue- 
tion. The markets are on Wedneſday and Saturday. | 


This city was firſt incorporated by Reginald Firz-Joceline, in the time of Ric, I 
and afterwards the charter was confirmed by King John, who in the 8th year of his 
reign erected the city into a free borough, and granted the citizens a free market on 
Sundays, and a fair on the feaſt of St. Andrew, and the eight following days; on St. 
Catherine's day; the invention of the Holy Croſs; and the morrow of St. John the 
Baptiſt.” It was then ſtiled The Maſter and Commonalty of the Borough of Wells; but 
19 July 31 Eliz. it was reincorporated by the name of Mayor, Maſters, and Burgeſſes of 
the City of Wells, and was to conſiſt of a mayor, recorder, and ſeven maſters, a common 
clerk, and ſixteen common council-men, whereof the mayor, recorder, and one of the 
maſters to be juſtices of the peace in the ſaid corporation, and the mayor and recorder 
to be of the quorum. From 26 Edw. I. the city has ſent members to parliament, who 
2 Henry V. were choſen in the county court; but 12 and 17 Edw. IV. by the mayor 
and commonalty. The city arms are, Per feſſe argent and vert, a tree proper iſſuant 
from the feſſe line; in baſe three wells, two and one, maſoned, gules. 


This city is indebted for its origin to the religious zeal of Ina king of the Weſt-' 
Saxons, who, in the year of our Lord 704, founded here a collegiate church, which he 


* Lel. Itin. ii. 70. Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. 8 on _— Harl. MS. 6598. 
| | dedicated 


culells- Forum.] W 377 


dedicated to the honour of St. Andrew the apoſtle, whoſe Gan legen invited him 


to this ſpot of ſolitude and retirement. Sixty-two years after, viz. A. D. 766, Kineulf, 


ſucceſſor of Sigebert in the Weſt-Saxon territories, gave for the ſupport main- 
tenance of the clergy here eſtabliſhed, who at firſt were only. four in , eleven 
manſes or farms, ſituated near the river Velwe, and contiguous to the valley of 
Aſancomb,*” In which ſtate this little ſeminary ſubſiſted till the year 905, when 


| ſeveral biſhops having been conſecrated by Plegmund archbiſhop of Canterbury, in 


purſuance of an edict iſſued by King Edward the Elder, whoſe territories, deranged and 
confuſed by inteſtine wars and foreign incurſions, had in a manner conſigned to oblivion 
the ſmall remains of religion, which the pious Alfred had with ſo much difficulty en- 
deayoured to-glean from the barbarity of ages, and recover to his united ſtates; one 


of them was appointed over King Ina's college at Wells, and the . es of Somerſet 
was aſſigned him for his dioceſe and ſeat of juriſdiction. | 


1. This was Aldhelm, Athelm, or Aldun, who was then abbot of the medley 
of Glaſtonbury ; a man whoſe integrity of morals, and intuitive knowledge of mankind, 
diſplayed a flattering prelude to this venerable inſtitution. He fat here upwards of ten 


years, and after the death of Plegmund ſucceeded to the archbiſhoprick of anterbury.* 


2. Wifeline, or Wirhelm, ſucceeded Aldhelm both at Wells and Canterbury; and 


Was alſo a perſon illuſtrious for his ſanctity and learning. In-hi e was laid the 


vs 


foundation of that Cathedral, which, raiſed, improved, and adorned by the ſeveral ſuc- 


calls in this ſee, NN at this day one of the moſt ſplendid / ae of ""—_ 


3 Elphege, or Elfeth, was + the next prelate of this ſee. 
4. Wifhelm, the ſecond of that name, ſucceeded Elphege.“ | 
8 Brithelm was conſecrated in 953. He it was that erected the juriſdiction of 


Glaſtonbury, granting the eccleſiaſtical power of the circumjacent country to the abbot 
of that monaſtery, to be governed by an archdeacon for ever. He died May 15, 973, 


and was buried in his own cathedral, where his, effigy ee the parth Be 
of the choir,” 


6. To him ſucceeded Kine ward, or e hou was e abbot of Milton 
in Dorſetſhire by King Edgar, on his introducing monks, and expelling the ſecular 
clergy.. He 1 here two Fan ma dying i in "97 955 was interred near * nem 


Brithem. ; TY 


L 


T3000 


NU 


7. Sigur 10 " Glatonbury fucceaded the fame year, and died in 556. Afer 
him 6 4 Fan — 10 ** 


8. Ahvyn, who died in. 1000, and lies buried on the north fide of the choir. de 


9. ng Fu. en 1005; mann buried in che ſouth. aile of 
11 ig at Dtm to rr; int N 5 Dat 
4 "Is | EE ro 


ren Godnin, de Preful 963+ 3 -. |; © Godwin. Whargn, Ang). Sacra, de. 
; © Ind. ges the account of the Cathedral. Hutohins's Hiſt. of Dorſet, . 437+ | „md. 
+ Vor. III. Ccec 10. Leoving 
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10. Leoving was conſecrated i in 1008; and was Guan to TOI f in 1012, 
where he fat eight years, and died in 1020, 4. -* 


11. Ethelwin, a monk of Eveſham, ſucceeded him; but by folne means or other 
was detruded from his biſhoprick by 


12, Brithwyn, who died the ſame year 1013, and was beten at Wells. 


13. After ſome intermiſſion, Mere with, a monk of Glaſtonbury, was Contes 


biſhdp i in 1027, but ſat only three years, and retiring to his monaſtery at CY 
there died and was buried. 


14. To him ſucceeded Dudoca, or Dudoco, a native of Saxony, who was ar 
in 103 1. In his time King Edward the Confeſſor beſtowed on this biſhoprick the 
manors of Congreſbury and Banwell. He preſided near twenty- eight years, and Was 
buried on the ſouth ſide of the high altar. 


15. Giſo, a native of St. Trudo, a ſmall village within the territory of Haſban, in 
the province of Loraine, ſucceeded Dudoco in this ſee. He was chaplain to King 
Edward the Confeſſor, and being eſteemed a perſon of learning and integrity, was em- 
ployed in ſeveral embaſſies to the court of Rome, where he was when choſen biſhop of 
this dioceſe, and where he was conſecrated April 4, 1059, together with Aldred 
archbiſhop of York, and Walter biſhop of Hereford. ' On his entry into his dioceſe, 
he found the eſtates of the church in a ſad condition; for Harold earl of Weſſex, 
having, with his father Godwin earl of Kent, been baniſned the kingdom, and de- 
prived of all his eſtates in this county by King Edward, who beſtowed them on 
the church of Wells, had in a piratical manner made a deſcent in theſe parts, raiſed 
contributions among his former tenants, ſpoiled the church of all its ornaments, 
driven away the canons, invaded their poſſeſſions, and converted them to his own 
uſe. Biſhop Giſo in vain expoſtulated with the King on this outrageous uſage; but 
received from tlie Queen, who was Harold's ſiſter, the manors-of Mark and Mudg- 
ley, as a trifling compenſation for the injuries which his biſhoprick had ſuſtained. 
Shortly after Harold was reſtored to King Edward's favour; and made his captain- 
general; upon which he in his turn procured the baniſhment of Giſo, and when he 
came to the crown, refumed moſt of thoſe eſtates of which he had been deprived. 
Biſhop Giſo continued in baniſnment till the death of Harold, and the advancement 
of the Conqueror to the throne, who in the ſecond year of his reign reſtored all 
Harold's eſtates to the church of Wells, except ſome ſmall parcels which had, 
conveyed to the monaſtery of Glouceſter z in lieu of which he gave the manor and 
advowſon of Yatton, and the manor of Winſham. Giſo, being thus reinſtated, uſed 
his utmoſt diligence in recovering other eſtates which had been embezzled from his 
church, in procuring charters of confirmation for the better ſecurity of what it already 
had, and making proviſion for its better ſubſiſtence. - In particular he recovered from 
one Arſer, who had been a favourite in the court of Edward the Confeſſor, the 
manors of Combe St. Nicholas, Worminſter, and Litton, all which he had obtained 
by his intrigues and intereſt with the King. Having chus increaſed the revenues of 
the eck. he augmented the number of he canons, and ſet over them a 2 

2 T7 ov (il 
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and for their better entertainment, built them a elviſter hall, and dormitory; he alſo 
and beautified the grand choir of the cathedral. Having preſided eight and 
twenty years, he died A. D. 1087, and was buried on the north ſide of the high altar. 
16. J ohn de Villula, a native of Tours i in France, ſucceeded to the biſhoprick. He 
was by profeſſion an empirick, and is ſaid to have practiſed phyſick in Bath with ſome 


ſucceſs before his, advancement to the epiſcopal chair. This prelate was ſo far from 


doing any thing towards the improvement of his church, that he uſed every means to 
impair and diminiſh it, and to undo what his worthy predeceſſor had done; for he demo- 
liſhed the cloiſter and other buildings which Giſo had erected for the uſe of the canons, 
and in the place where they ſtood. built a palace for himſelf and his fucceffors. The 
canons were conſequently obliged to ſeek an habitation among the townſmen of Wells; 
and the biſhop: ſtill purſuing his wayward fancies, and being ſtrongly attached to the 
city of Bath, whence he derived his infant fortune, without any intimation to.his-clergy, 
determined to fix his pontifical ſeat there. In this deſign he was encoutaged by the 
monks of Bath, who petitioned him to unite the abbey and the biſhoprick together, 
and gave him five hundred marks, with which he purchaſed the whole city; and. then 
renouncing Wells, took upon himſelf the title of Bijbop of Bath. He afterwards re- 


built the monaſtery there, and appointed a prior over it; by which means the monks of 


Bath, after having had abbors over them for upwards of one hundred years, became 
ſubordinate to priors;' and ſubject to the 'biſhops' of the dioceſe. This biſhop died 
Dec. 9, 1122, having fat 'thirty-four years, and was waren in "hs R of the 
church of St. Peter at Bath, which he had built. 5 


17. Upon his death, one Godfrey, a Dutchman, and chaplain to Maud the Dis, 


ſucceeded as ſecond Biſhop of Bath. Of him little is recorded, although apc Rn Lab 
ſe twelve years. He died Aug. 16, 113 55 and was likewiſe buried at Bath. 


18. Robert, a monk of Lewes in Suſſex, but a native of Normandy, fcdreded. 


Four years after his conſecration, the church at Bath, which John de Villula had built, 


was, deſtroyed by fire. He. rebuilt, it, and ornamented it in a ſuperior ſtile. Not 
content however with eccleſiaſtical concerns, he embroiled himſelf i in, the commotions 
betwixt King Stephen and Maud the Empreſs. It fo happened” "that one Geffrey 
Talbot, a commander of the Empreſs's forces, coming into Bath in the capacity of a 
ſpy, was diſcovered by the biſhop, and derained in durance. The inhabitants of Briſto}, 
who were ſtrongly attached to Maud's intereſt, came over immediately to Bath in a 
large party unexpectedly, took the biſhop away with them to Briſtol, and there impri- 
ſoned him in the caſtle; nor would they deliver him up till the King had conſented to 
the releaſe of Talbot; which he at length did with much regret, and with many ſevere 
animadverſions on the conduct of the biſhop, who he thought! had ſuffered himſelf to 
be taken priſoner, that he might have a pretence of freeing Talbot, the King's inve- 


terate enemy. In the mean time great contentions aroſe betwixt the people of Bath - 


and Wells, which of thoſe cities ſhould be honoured with the epiſcopal ſeat; and the 
matter being referred by compromiſe to'the Biſhop's arbitration, he ordained that the 
biſhops of this dioceſe ſhould neither be called Biſhops of Wells as they had been of 
ny nor of Bath, as they were of late; but that taking their name from both churches, 
p | CEE . they 
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they ſhould-for. the future be called . Biſhops of Bath and Wells; chat each of the 


churches When the ſee was vacant ſhould appoint. an equal number of delegates, by 


whoſe votes the biſhop ſhould be choſen, and that he ſhould, be inſtalled both at Bath 
and Wells. For. the better regulation of the poſſeſſions of the church, he divided 
the eſtates thereof i into two parts; one of which he appropriated to the. chapter i in 
common; and out of the other he allotted to every canon a portion, called a Prebend. 

He appoinled one Ivo their dean to preſide over the chapter,. and a ſub-dean to ſupply 
his place when. abſent; a precentor or chanter, 1 to regulate the choir, and a ſub-chanter' 
under kim; a chancellor to inſtruẽt the younger canons; and a treaſurer to take care 


of the ornaments of the church. He rebuilt great part of the cathedral; and dying in 
1165, was buried at Bath. 


19. Aſter his death, King Henry II. kept the biſhoprick of Bath and Wells void 
eight years eight months and fifteen days. At length it was given to Reginald, ſur- 
named Fitz- Joceline, in regard of his being the ſon of Joceline, a Lombard, biſhop. of 
Saliſbury, by whoſe appointment he was archdeacon of that cathedral. Soon after his 
conſecration, he. rebuilt the churches of St. Mary, and St. Michael intra muros in the 
city of Bath, and not far from the latter founded and endowed an hoſpital to the honour 
of St. John the Baptiſt. He afterwards obtained of King Richard I. for the ule of his 


chapter the manors of N orth:C urry, Wrantage, and Weſt-Hatch, and founded ſeyeral 


prebends i in the church. He likewiſe incorporated the town of Wells, and conſtituted 
it a free-barough. In 1191, he was tranſlated to Canterbury, but died that lame PIO 
at his houſe at Dogmersfield in Hampſhire, and was buried at Bath. | 


20. Savaricus, ſurnamed Barlowinwac, a man of high extraction, archdencon of 
Northampton, and treaſurer of the church of Saliſbury,' ſucceeded to the, ſee of Bath 
and Wells 1192. Some little time after his conſecration, King Ric. I. in his return 
from Paleſtine, was taken priſoner in a ſmall village near Vienna by Leopold duke of 
Auſtria, who delivered him to Henry VI. emperor of Germany, who was then at vari- 
ance with the King. The Emperor being nearly allied to biſhop Savaricus, with 


whom he had holden a correſpondence on the ſtate of the Engliſh Church, among 


other hard conditions of Richard's releaſe, inſiſted on. a promiſe from him chat the 
abbacy of Glaſtonbury, which was then vacant, ſhould thenceforth be annexed to the 
biſhoprick of Bath and Wells. To effect this Savaricus engaged to return to the King 
the city of Bath, which his predeceſſor John de Villula had purchaſed, and transferring 
the epiſcopal ſeat to Glaſtonbury, ſtiled himſelf Biſbop of Glaſtonbury till his death, 


which happened Aug. 8, 1205. He was buried at Bath, with the following epitaph, 


expreſſive of his rambling diſpoſition: 4p 


e Hoſpes erat mundo, per mundum ſemper eundo, 
Sic ſuprema dies fit ſibi prima quies.”” 


> Godwin de Preulibus, 368, 15 
+ « The ſubrhaunterſhip tegieher with the provolithip an. 1547, were taken away and ſuppreſſed by ac of parliament, to 


patch up a deaury, the ſands and revenetwes of the veaury being vevoures by lacellexions cormrants.  OaSwies Ea 
 logue of the Biſhops of England, 294. 


* Canonic, Wellen. 9 Radulf de Diceto, 668. ann. a 373, 
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21. Jeceline Troteman, eie called de Welles, (being a native of this city, and 
M's of the A) was conſecrated biſhop of this dioceſe at Reading, before the 
end of the year 1205. The monks of Glaſtonbury immediately attacked their new 
ſuperior, and ſent a petition to the court of Rome, praying that they might be relieved 
from their [preſent oppreſſion, and reſtored to the wonted government of an abbor. 
After much altercation the, monks prevailed; but they were obliged to purchaſe their 
yiftory at a very dear 1: „ giving vp to the biſhop the manors, of Winſcombe, Puckle- 
church, Blackford, and Cranmore; and the advowſons of Winſcombe, Pucklechurch, 
Aſhbury, Chriſtian-Malford, Buckland, and Blackford, as a compen ſation for this 
releaſe; and then Joceline reaſſumed his former title of Biſbop of Bath and Wells, which 
has ever ſince been uſed by the ſucceffive prelates of this ſee. But very ſoon after 
having incurred the King's diſpleaſure by interdicting the nation, purſuant to the Pope's 
command he vas obliged to relinquiſh his biſtoprick and the kingdom, and ſpent tive 
years abroad in baniſnment! After his return he applied himſelf to the adorning and 
enlarging the church of Wells. He founded ſeveral prebends, appropriated divers 
churches to the uſe of the chapter, and gave them out of his own eſtate the manor of 
Winſcombe. He augmented the revenues SY e wn Fogg and rſs ordained vicars- 

Choral, who, were tg ſupply; the place of canons in, Mga and performing « divine 
{erviges He obtained of Hugh biſhop of EE the man Congreſb ury, 9 0 
© 


and Axbridge, 'and.jointly wich him EI TY, of T5 Keule at Wells 
baile two coſtly chapels, one in his palace at Ro and th he 0 2 at Wells; Which 
laſt having by time become ruinous, was ea beaptified i in latter times by 
biſhop James neg. The ehurch jtſelf of We e in many parts decayed, . 
notwithſtanding the vaſt ſi * of money expended on it, he en Ft a evi ; wel end 


oy: | die Nov. 9 "_— and. was buried in the middle of = choir — a marble 


originally decked with beau riful IT nd race, bue 1 in after r-times 
Ka: $35.00 and mutilated. iy e 02 20010 


22. Alter dhe death of ordline the fe flood aca 6 for two at Leos 
anda of Bath, forgerful 4 the order made by biſhop. ol dert BY 0 Nh. he m =. 4 


election, w out conſulting the canons of Wells, elected of their own actord one Roger, 
5 . of the church f Saliſbury/who was acc6rdibgly: conſecrated Sept. 17. 1244. 
his ſtep occaſioned a long litigation between the two churches; and the Pope was 
ated? to; but it at length terminated with a promiſe fro the monks of their ſtricter 
Vance bf the compact for the future, and a trifling! ooneeſſtion on the biſhop's part 
to 9 canons. He died Jan, 13, 1247, having fat only three years; and was. buried 
e 9 29992. £ 10.3229 ain 15,2012 $1.38 ofw DroteavzdurG.u o 2 
23. William Bitton; or Button; fiſt: ſubl dean, and afterwards archdeacon of Wells 
and rector of Middlezoy in this county, was, with the common-concurrence of the 
monks of Bath and the canons of Wells, elected Biſhop of Bath and Welk the: begin- 
ning of the year 1448. The monks of Glaſtonbury in his time made frequent mur - 
murings reſpecting the loſs of thoſe eſtates which had: hen given upon Joctline's 
Or, the abbacy; but t they d ad not recover any ching. Ian e he procured 
d 
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publiſhed many wholeſome ſtatutes for the regulation of his, church, and gave to it 


EKing Edward I. by which publick bffices he amaſſed a lartzge fortune; „part whereof 


23 He was ſucceeded by, ' 11 
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of Henry III. a charter of free-warren for his manor of Wells; and in 1263 he appro- 
priated the church of St. Mary de Stall to the monks of Bath, the year after which he 
died, and was buried under a marble tomb in the middle of our Lady chapel, where, in 


digging a grave in 1727, the bones of this prelate were diſcovered, with a large ſtone 
ring on his finger, and a ſmall ſilver cup full of liquor.” To him ſucceeded 


24. Walter Giffard, canon of Wells, and one of the Pope's chaplains, 'who was 


elected May 2, 1264, In 126 5 he was made Lord Chancellor, and aftcrwards was 
tranſlated to n 5 | OE * "no DIL QJOTATDELG (f: 
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25. William Burton, the frond: af ns name, — nephew of the 3 was 
elected Feb. 10, 1267, and had the temporalities reſtored the 4th of March following. 
He had been archdeacon of Wells, and was eſteemed a perſon of uncommon, piety; he 


the manor of Bicknoller, and the church of Stogitnber: He died Dec, 4 1274, and 
was buried between two pillars on the ſouth ſide of the chõo˙l- odd 


26. Robert Burnell, ſon of Robert, and brother of Hugh, lords Burnell, was elected 
Jan. 23, 1274, — the temporalities reſtored Feb. 1 5, and was conſecrated on Palm- 
Sunday 127 5. He was treaſurer and chabcellor of England, and of che council to 


he expended on the buildings at Wells. Among others, he erected the gieat hall 
on the weſt ſide of the palace, which, being in the time of Edw! VI. demoliſhed by 
Sir John Gates, has laid in fuins ever fince, This great man preſided” over the ſee 
eighteen years, and dying at Berwick- pori-Tweed on the 25th of Oct. 1492, was 


brought to Wells, and there, buried 1 in rhe en oft the nave bod the! et ener 
Upon his death, . Nes e 31 26 dogrdls 


27. William de eta or — 5 la March, ene of Eocladd from 1290 1 to 129 0% 
ſucceeded to the biſhoprick. He was a great favourite of King Edw. I. from whom 
he obtained a grant of two fairs for the lordſhip of Bath, one to be held in the Barton, 


or the Ham, the. other at a eg p He died 3 1171 108, and Heb: interred i in 
the ſouth tranſept © of the cathedral, . der Di 51 1 2x00 


28, Walter Haſelſhaw, or Hetaibagh, * of Wells, was OY there © on 
Chriſtmas-day 1302, and at Bath on the day of Epiphany following. Both when 
yin and Biſhop he made ſeveral uſeful ſtatutes, ſome of which are. obſerved. to this 

He ſat; nine years, and * ee in the nave of the church ;near Bubwith's 


29. John de Drokensford, who at the time of his dection was 1 of the King 8 
wardrobe, and under- treaſurer of the exchequer, having before been prebendary of 
Wells, York; and Southwell. He was a liberal benefactor to his church, the build- 
ings and privileges of which he greatly amplified. He died in 1 329, and was; buried in 


the chapel of St. Catherine, in which he a little time ROTOR had; founded. a, chantry at 
che altar of St. John the > eel Pile 2534115 Rods 30 
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30. Ralph de Salopia, or Shrewſbury, ſucceeded June 2, 1329. He excelled almoſt 

all his predeceſſors in the ſee in works of liberality and munificence. His firſt work 
was the vicars'-cloſe on the north ſide of the cathedral, (afterwards finiſhed by biſhops 
Erghum and Beckington) which he endowed with the manor of Wellsleigh, and 
a ſtipend of 6l. 138. 4d. payable yearly out of the vicarage of Chew, He built a 
houſe for the choriſters and their, maſter on the weſt ſide of the cloiſter: and rebuilt 
from. the ground the church of Winſcombe, S. the manſion-houſes of Claverton 
and Evercreech, beſides many, other houſes upon. the epiſcopal eſtates. He died at 
Wiveliſcombe Aug. 14, 1363, and was buried in the cathedral under a tomb of ala- 
baſter before the high altar. In his time Mendip was diſafforeſted. 


31. John Barnet, lord high-treafurer of England, and then biſhop of Worceſter, 


was tranſlated hither Nov. 24, 1363. After ſitting here two em he was removed to 
Ely, and ſucceeded in this ſee by 


32. John Harewel, or de Harewell, chaplain to Edward the Black über and 
chancellor of Gaſcony. This John contributed towards the building of the ſouthweſt 
tower at the weſt end of the church, wherein he hung two large bells, and paid one 
hundred marks fot glazing the great weſt window. He gave alſo to the church a 
coſtly miſfal, and divers veſtments of great value. He died 1386, and was interred 
before the altar of St. Calix. His arms, as they appeared depicted on the windows 
(long ſince broken) were, Argent, on a feſſe nebulce /able, three hares' heads couped or. 


33. To him 'ſucceeded the ſame year Walter Skirlaw, biſhop of er and 
Coventry who two years after was removed to Durham. 


34. Ralph Erghum, LL. D. biſhop of Saliſbury, took his ſeat. Sept. 14, 1 338. He 
apptopriated to his chapter the parſonage of Pucklechurch, and gave them a certain 
houſe or meſſuage in Wells, called the George imm; beſides. the ſum of 1 fol. for the 
purchaſe of ornaments for the church; with which were bought a chalice and patten, 
2 miſſal, two gilt baſons, &c. In 1399 he founded, a chantry i in the church — St. 
Andrew for the ſouls of Gilbert and Agnes his father and mother, and of Agnes his 
ſiſter; and by hjs will appointed his executors to build in the ſtreet then c ed La 
Mountery, but afterwards College-lane, a houſe or college, for fourteen prieſts to cele- 
brate divine ſervice in the church. of ells, He died April 10, 1400, and was buried 
near the chapel of St. Edmund. This biſhop Erghum, fortified the epiſcopal palace, 
ſurrounding 3 it with a deep most, d an e "ll Noe by ee n 
as it ſtands to this day,, eil ba a3 „add 


The year after Biſhop RapP's dey Richard Clifoid;wehdeacon of Canter 
bury, was elected to this ſee, but before confecration was removed to Worceſter. 


36. Hen nry Bowet; LL: D. canon of Wells, ſucceeded, and. WAS ecrated Nov. 
1401, , IN b. Paal church ir in London, the King 9 the 9 N the realm a 
preſent, Before hs promgtion, he Fel been a ech Adberene do Hepry doe of 
(ia Lib. Reb! Bathion:/penes Prrhon. Viccdm. Werndumm MS. | Gadvnerncdy woes dn; 
Nn Ser m. Commentary de Prafulitms}.p. 377. ond bil iu lun ; Do6393D Willi! 
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Hereford, afterwards King Henry IV. ſor which in 1398 he was condemned by Ric. II. 

but his life was ſpared on condition that he ſhould go into baniſhment.. With King 
Henry IV. he returned into England, and obtained this biſhoprick. In 1406 he con- 
ducted Philippa of Lancaſter, the King's daughter, into Denmark, to be married to 
Eric king of that country; for which ſervices he was tranſlated to York, Dec. 1, 1407. 


37. Nicholas Bubwith, biſhop of London, afterwards of Saliſbury, and treaſurer of 
England in 1401, ſucceeded to this ſee in 1408. He built the almshbuſe called after 
his name, for twenty-four poor men arid women, on the north fide of St. Cuthbert's 


church, the library over the cloiſters of the c chedral, and within it; oppoſite the Papi, 
a little chapel ſtill called Bubwith's chape!, wherein he was buried in 1424, and where he 


appointed a prieſt at a certain ſalary to ſay. maſs for his ſou}. He alſo contributed to- 


Wards the building of the northweſt tower at the weſt end of Werbe nnen 


improved that ſtructure. M ihn 


38. John Stafford, ſon of Humphry earl of Stafford. He was n tg King | 

Henry, V. keeper of the privy-ſeal, and by Henry VI. lord high-treafurer, which office 
he relinquiſhed 1426. By Biſhop Bubwith he was, created firſt a prebendary, then dean 
of Wells, and after his death ſucceeded him in the biſhoprick... In 1432, he was wet 


lord high chancellor of England, and in 1443 was tranſlated hence to Canterbury. 


39. Thomas de Beckington, LL. D. ſucceeded him in this biſhoprick.” He was a 
native of Beckington, a village near the town of Frome in this county, was educated at 
William of Wickham's college in Wincheſter, and thence removed to New- College 
in Oxford, whereof he became fellow, and having commenced doctor of laws, was 
conſtituted chancellor of that univerſity. He was thence called to court to inſtruct 
King Henry VI. and was appointed dean of the arches, chancellor of Hum mphry 
duke of Glouceſter, archdeacon of Buckingham, prebendary of York and Wells, 
and rector of St. Leonard's near Haſtings in Suſſex, and of Sutton in the dioceſe 
of Saliſbury. While Dean of the Arches he wrote a learned treatiſe in confutation of 
the Salique lato, to prove the right of the kings of England to the crown of France, 
which procured him new favour from King Henry, who made him his principal ſecretary 
of ſtate; and keeper of the pri rivy-ſeal, and at length got him elected to this ſee, to which 
he was conſecrated in the 5 2 of Eton- college, Oct. 13, 1443. Soon after his pro- 
motion he erected that row of houſes oh the north ſide of the market- place, of which 
mention has before been made, and called his building Nova Opera, or the new works; 
as alſo two large gate Rouſes at the eaſt end; and in 1451; he gave to William Vox, 
maſter, and the brethren, citizens, and burgeſſes of Wells, to have and to hold of 
him the ſaid biſhop and his ſucceſſors, ' biſhops of Bath and Wells for ever, a reſervoir 
or conduit near the high croſs in the market-place, ſupplied by pipes'with' water from 
St. Andrew's well; appointing the oyerplus water to run night and day for the pr 
of the biſhop's s mills upon St. Andrew s ſtream. In commemoration of which pub- 
lick benefaction, the maſter, brethren, and burgeſſes of the city boupd t ! ves .and 
their ſucceſſors for ever to viſit once a year the ſpot in St. Andrew's church, where 
the ſaid biſhop ſhould. be interred, and there pray for his ſoul, and the ſouls of all 


the re deceaſed; and the ſaid biſhop granted an indulgence of. ſorry days 0 all 


ſuch 
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ſuch as ſhould duly perform this ſolemn ſervice. This grant was confirmed by the 
dean and chapter of Wells, and the prior and chapter of Bath, September 20, A. D. 
1451.” He alſo built the weſt ſide of the cloiſter, where his arms are ſtill to be ſeen 
upon the vaulting, and ſpent ſix thouſand marks on repairing and beautifying the ſe- 
veral houſes belonging to the biſhoprick; on moſt of which he cauſed his device, a 
flaming beacon on a tun or large caſk, alluſive of his name, to be engraven. He gave 
two hundred pounds towards the buildings of Lincoln-college in Oxford, with which. 

the rector's lodgings on the ſouth ſide of the great quadrangle were raiſed; and for 
this benefaction the ſociety engaged to celebrate his anniverfary.* By his will, dated 
Nov. 3, 1464, he bequeathed to the church of Wells for the reparation thereof twenty 
pounds; four very coſtly veſtments; four hundred pounds to buy copes; a filver veſſel 
for holy water of ten pounds weight; a ſilver croſs partly gilt of the ſame weight; a 
chair for the biſhop's uſe in the church; cuſhions and other ornaments. To the 
church of Bath he left a cup, a cenſer, and a pax of filver thirty ounces weight, beſides 
thirty copes and other veſtments. To New-College in Oxford, a ſilver croſs of ten 
pounds weight; the bible beautifully written in four volumes; a ſilver baſon of ten 
pounds weight; certain copes, and other articles of leſs value. He bequeathed to 
Wickham's college at Wincheſter a filver croſs double gilt, weighing nine pounds ten 
ounces; two ſilver candleſticks of the ſame weight; and a number of holy veſtments. 
To the hoſpital of St. Catherine in London, of which he had been maſter, he bequeathed 
fifty ſhillings. To the church of Sutton-Courtney in the county of Berks, ſeveral veſt- 
ments, and five pounds in money to be diſtributed to the poor of the pariſh; and 
ſimilar ſums to the poor of Great-Bedwin and Beckington.* To the Auguſtine friars 
in Briſtol he gave twenty ſhillings; and as much to the friars-minor at Bridgwater. 
To ten prieſts to ſay maſk daily for his ſoul, and the ſouls of his parents and benefactors, 
eſpecially Humphrey duke of Glouceſter, William of Wickham biſhop of Wincheſter, 
John Elmer, and Walter Thurſton, five pounds a piece; and to ten poor ſcholars of the 
the univerſity of Oxford, ten-pence a week for five years. To his upper ſervants he 
left five pounds a piece; and to the others five marks, except the boys, to each of whom 
he gave forty ſhillings; and to ſuch of his houſhold as were unprovided for, he or- 
dered maintenance and their uſual wages for three months after his deceaſe. To his 
ſucceſſor he bequeathed one hundred pounds, upon condition that he would accept it 
in lieu of dilapidations, otherwiſe his executors were to expend it in law. Laſtly, to 
each of his three executors he left twenty pounds, appointing all the reſt of his property 
to be employed to pious uſes." Theſe executors were, Richard Swan provoſt of Wells 
and rector of Yeovilton; Hugh Sugar alias Norris, LL. D. a native of Romſey in 
Hampſhire, chancellor, treaſurer, and canon of Wells, and fellow of New-college in 
Oxford; and John Pope, S.T.P. prebendary of St. Decumans, and rector of Shire in 
the dioceſe of Wincheſter. Which executors, faithfully fulfilling their truſt, beſtowed 
ſuch of the biſhop's effects as remained unbequeathed, on building the Vicar's-Cloſe 


E Regiſtro. Thomz de Bekynton. * Hiſtory and Antiquities of Oxford, 244. 
Godwin does not allow this place the honour of the Biſhop's nativity ; thinking that if it had been ſo, he 
would have extended his liberality a little farther. 3 
| » Godwin, 381. 
Vol. III. Ddd begun 
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begun by Ralph de Salopia. This great prelate and benefactor to the church of Wells 
died Jan. 14, 1464, and was buried on the ſouth ſide of the nave of the cathedral. 
After Beckington's deceaſe, * 


40. John Phreas, or Free, maſter of Baliol college in Oxford was elected to this ſee. 
He was born in London, and educated at the univerſity' of Oxford, where he acquired 
great ſkill in the languages of Greece and Rome. Thence he travelled into foreign 
parts with a view of i inſpecting their ſeveral univerſities. In his courſe he practiſed 
phyſick at Ferrara, Florence, and Paſſau; and at length arriving at Rome, became 
acquainted with the moſt eminent literati of that city, who introduced him to Pope 
Paul II. by which means he acceded to this biſnoprick; but did not enjoy it b 
being poiſoned at Rome a month after his appointment. Whereupon 


41. Robert Stillington, LL. D. archdeacon of Taunton, firit keeper of the privy- 
ſeal, and then chancellor of England, ſucceeded, and was conſecrated March 16, 1465; 
this man was a great courtier, a firm friend to the Houſe of York, and in great favour 
with King Edw. IV. and Ric. III. but by deſerting his ſacred function, and too much 
intermeddling with political affairs, he incurred diſgr ace, was impriſoned at Windſor, 
and there died in 1491. His body was interred in a chapel which he had built and 


dedicated to the Virgin Mary near the cloifters, in after- times ſtript and deſtroyed by 
Sir John Gates. 


42. Richard Fox, LL. D. was tranſlated from Exeter to this ſee Feb. 8, 1491, and 


had the temporalities reſtored May 4, 1492, three years after which he was tranſlated 
to Durham. | 


43. Oliver King, LL. D. was alſo tranſlated hither from Exeter Nov. 6, 1495, and 
was enthroned March 12, 1496. He was ſometime fellow of King's college in 
Cambridge, archdeacon of Taunton, regiſtrar of the order of the garter, canon of 
Windſor, and principal ſecretary of ſtate to Edw. IV. Edw. V. and Henry VII. This 
biſhop began the reparation of the ruinated church of Bath, but did not live to accom- 
pliſh much. By his will, the probate whereof bears date 24 Oct. 1 503, he ordered his 
body to be buried in the choir of the new church of Bath, near the firſt arch.on the 
north ſide, towards the high altar. He was ſucceeded by | 


44. Adrian de Caſtello, a native of Cornetto in Tuſcany, ſent over hither to quiet 
the diſturbances in Scotland by Pope Innocent VIII. He was promoted to the ſee 
of Hereford in 1502, was made cardinal the next year, and in 1504 was tranſlated to 
this biſhoprick, which he let out to farmers, himſelf reſiding at Rome. For conſpiring 
againſt Pope Leo X, whom he flattered himſelf he ſhould ſucceed in the papacy of 
Rome, he was deprived of this and all his other preferments in 1518, and ſucceeded in 
this dignity by that accumulator of pluralities 


45. Cardinal Thomas Wolſey, who held it in commendam four years. He had be- 
fore rented it of his predeceſſor de Caſtello. This great man was within a ſhort ſpace 
of time rector of Lymington in this county; ſub-treaſurer of Calais; chaplain to Henry 
VII.; rector of Redgrave in the dioceſe of Norwich; dean and prebendary of Lincoln; 


Some ſay that he was buried at Windſor. 
rector 
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rector of Torrington in Devonſhire; canon of Windſor; regiſtrar of the order of the 
garter; prebendary and dean of York; biſhop of Tournay; biſhop of Lincoln, Durham, 
Worceſter, Bath and Wells, and Hereford; archbiſhop of York; cardinal of St. Cecily; 
and lord-chancellor of England. His annual income exceeded the revenues of the crown, 
and he kept eight hundred ſervants, among whom were nine lords, fifteen knights, and. 
forty eſquires. But after all his greatneſs he died in humiliating diſgrace Nov. 29, 1 530. 


46. John Clerk, D. D. was conſecrated biſhop of Bath and Wells in 1523. He 
was dean of Windſor, maſter of the rolls, and one of the King's privy-counci}, proctor 
and orator at the court of Rome. Being on an embaſly in Germany from the Duke of 
Cleve, he was poiſoned in 1540, and was brought to London, and there interred in the 
church of the Minories. To him ſucceeded, in 1541, | | 


47. William Knight, LL. D. fellow of New college, Oxford, prebendary of the 
chapel of St. Stephen, and archdeacon of Richmond, who, as well as his predeceſſor, 
was much employed in embaſſies from the court. In his time, viz. 35 Henry VIII. an 
act of parliament paſſed for ſettling the right of election of the Biſhops of this ſee, 
whereby the dean and chapter of Wells, being made one ſole chapter, were veſted with 
that power. Having fat ſix years and four months, he died Sept. 29, 1547, and was 
buried under the great pulpit in the nave of the cathedral church, which he had cauſed 
to be conſtrued for his tomb. 


48. William Barlow, D. D. ſucceeded. He was firſt canon of St. Oſith in Eſſex, 
next prior of Byſham in Berkſhire, and thence ſucceſſively promoted to the biſhopricks 
of St. Aſaph, St. David's, and Bath and Wells. In his time great havock was made 
with the buildings and revenues of the church. What with ſelling, exchanging, and 
ſpoiling, the ſee loſt in a very few years nearly half of its poſſeſſions. . Queen 
Mary came to the crown this Barlow fled into Germany, and 


49. Gilbert Bourne, S. T. P. fellow of All-Souls college, and one of the firſt pre- 
bendaries of Worceſter, was in his ſtead elected to this biſhoprick, and at the ſame time 
appointed by the Queen Lord Preſident of Wales. He recovered to the church ſome 
lands which had been alienated from it; was a benefactor to the Vicar's Cloſe, and to 
Bubwith's hoſpital; and intended to have built a college near the outer gate of the 
biſhop's palace, but was prevented from finiſhing it by being deprived of his biſhoprick, 
in conſequence of his obſtinately refuſing to ſubſcribe to the ſupremacy. He died at 
Silverton in Devonſhire Sept. 10, 1569. 


50. Gilbert Berkeley, a deſcendant of the noble family of Berkeley, of Berkeley- 
caſtle in the county of Glouceſter, was conſecrated biſhop of this ſee March 24, 1559; 
and having preſided over it twenty-two years, died Nov. 2, 1581, and was buried on 
the north ſide of the high altar. After his death the ſec continued vacant almoſt three 
years; at the expiration of which 


51. Thomas Godwyn was conſecrated thereto Sept. 13, 1584. He was a native of 
Oakingham in Berkſhire, and had his education at the free-ſchool in that town. 
Removing thence to Oxford, he was entered at Magdalen college in 1538. In 1543 
he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts, then became fellow of the college, and M. A. 
in 1547. But being of the reformed perſuaſion he incurred the odium of the ſociety, 
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relinquiſhed his fellowſhip, and took the maſterſhip of Brackley- ſchool in the county 
of Northampton. In this ſtation he married, and continued till the death of Edw. VI. 
when Queen Mary's acceſſion brought on him freſh difficulties; and being obliged to 
quit his ſchool he applied himſelf to phyſick, which he practiſed till Queen Elizabeth 
ſucceeded to the crown. Turning then his thoughts to divinity, he was introduced to 
the notice of Bullingham biſhop of Lincoln, who ordained him and made him his 
chaplain; he alſo conducted him to the Queen, who, being pleaſed with his learning and 
ſmart converſation, appointed him one of her Lent preachers. In 1565, by the means 
of his patron Biſhop Bullingham, he was made dean and prebendary of Chriſt-Church, 
and in the ſame year he took his degree of Doctor in Divinity. In 1566 he was pro- 
moted to the deanery of Canterbury, in which he continued eighteen years, and, being 
then nominated by the Queen, was conſecrated Biſhop of Bath and Wells, Sept. 13, 
1584. Soon after this he however unluckily fell under that Queen's diſpleaſure, 
by marrying in his old age a London widow; and having given up a manor or two 
to one of her favourites in order to enſure a little tranquility, he retired in deſpon- 
dency to his palace at Wells, where he was taken with a quartan ague, which ended his 
days Nov. 19, 1590. Some little time before he died he was removed to his native 
air of Oakingham, and was buried on the ſouth ſide of the chancel of the pariſh 
church there, with the following infcription (written by Francis Godwyn, his ſon, the 
learned author of the book De Pre/ulibus) to his memory: | 


« M. S. Parentis chariſſimi, patris vere reverendi Thomæ Godwyni, ſacræ theo- 
logiæ doctoris, ædis Chriſti Oxon. primum, ac deinde Cantuarien. decani, Bathon. 
demum ac Wellen. Epiſcopi, qui hoc in oppido natus, hic etiam (dum valetudinis 
recuperandz gratia ex medicorum ſententia huc ſecedit) quartana febre confectus, mor- 
talitatem exuit Novemb. 19, 1590, conf. ſuæ anno ſeptimo, et hic jacet expectans 
adventum magni Dei. P. F. Franc. Godwin, Exon. ſubdecanus.” After Biſhop 
Godwyn's death the biſhoprick was vacant two years; when Jan. 3, 1592, 


52, John Still, D. D. maſter of Trinity college in Cambridge, a man very eminent 
for learning, was elected. He died Feb. 26, 1607, and was buried oppoſite Biſhop 
Berkeley. By his will he gave five hundred pounds for the perpetual relief of the poor 
of Biſhop Bubwith's hoſpital in Wells, with which Nathaniel Still, eſq; his ſon, in 1614, 


purchaſed lands, and built a houſe for the reception of ſix poor people in addition to the 
other twenty-four, the original number. 


53. James Mountagu, D. D. ſucceeded April 17, 1608. He had been dean of 
Worceſter, but was then dean of the chapel to King James I. and was deſcended from 
the ancient family of the Mountagus or Montacutes earls of Saliſbury; his father was 
Sir Edward Mountagu, of Boughton in the county of Northampton, knt. He was 
educated at Chriſt-Church college in Cambridge, and was made the firſt maſter of 
Sidney college in that univerſity. On his advancement to this ſee, he at a very 
conſiderable expence repaired and beautified the palaces of Wells and Banwell, the 
cathedral of Wells, and the abbey of Bath, on which laſt he expended the ſum of one 
thouſand pounds. In 1616 he was tranſlated to Wincheſter, He died July 19, 1618, 
and was buried under a ſumptuous monument in the nave of the abbey-church at Bath. 

; See Harington's Nugæ Antique, i. 1 30. | 
54. Arthur 
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54. Arthur Lake, S. T. P. ſucceeded in 1616. He was brother of Sir Thomas 


Lake, knt. principal ſecretary of ſtate to King James I. and was born at Southampton, 
educated at Wincheſter, and became perpetual fellow of New college in Oxford. In 
1600 he was made fellow of the college at Wincheſter, and ſoon after maſter of the 
hoſpital of St. Croſs near that city. In 1605 he was made archdeacon of Surry, and 
in 1608 dean of Worceſter, whence he was removed to this fee. He died May 4, 
1626, and was buried in the cathedral of Wells. He was a perſon of great piety and 
learning, being particularly verſed.in the holy Fathers, and was eſteemed one of the 
beſt preachers of his time. To him ſucceeded 


55. William Laud, D. D. being tranſlated hither from the biſhoprick of St. David's - 
Sept. 18, 1626, two years after which he was promoted to London, and thence to - 


Canterbury. 


56, Leonard Mawe, S. T. P. maſter of Peter-houſe in Cambridge, was elected 
July 24, 1628, and conſecrated in September following. He was prebendary of Wells, 
and chaplain to Prince Charles, afterwards Charles I. whom he attended in his viſit to 


the Infanta in Spain, a ſervice which procured him this biſhoprick. He died at Chiſ- 
wick in Middleſex, Sept. 1629, and was ſucceeded by 


57. Walter Curle, D. D. biſhop of Rocheſter, who was tranſlated to Wincheſter 


three years after. He was a principal ſufferer in the great rebellion; for beſides the loſs 
of his biſhoprick, all his private eſtate was ſequeſtered, and he died in retirement at 


Subberton in Hampſhire in 1647. His ſueceſſor in this ſee was 


58. William Pierce, D. D. ſometime ſtudent, afterwards canon of Chriſt-Church, ; 


and dean and biſhop of Peterborough. He was deprived by the parliament of his 


biſhoprick; but recovered it at the Reſtoration, and died and was buried at Wal- 


thamſtow in Eſſex, A. D. 1670. 


59. Robert Creighton, D. D. dean of Wells, a native of Scotland, was elected 
May 25, and conſecrated June 19, 1670. He was ſometime fellow of Trinity 
college, univerſity-orator and Greek profeſſor of Cambridge, and dean of Wells. He 


died 1672, and was buried in Wells cathedral. 
60. Peter Mews, LL. D. ſucceſſively prebendary of Durham, canon of Windſor 


and St. David's, archdeacon of Berks, dean of Rocheſter, and vice-chancellor of . 
Oxford, was conſecrated in 1672, and hence tranſlated to Wincheſter in 1684. 


61. Thomas Kenn, D. D. ſucceeded Biſhop Mews. He was of the Kenns of Kenn- 


Court in this county, a very ancient and reſpectable family, and was born at Berkham- - 


ſtead in Hertfordſhire in 1637. At the age of thirteen he was ſent to Wincheſter 


ſchool, and thence removed to New college, of which he in 1657 became a probationer 


fellow. In 1666 he was choſen fellow of Wincheſter college, and not long after made 


domeſtick chaplain to Biſhop Morley, who gave him the rectory of Brixton in the Iſle 
of Wight, and afterwards a prebend in the church of Weſtminſter. In 1679 he was 
appointed chaplain to the Princeſs of Orange, and in 1684 chaplain to the King, who 


ſoon after, previous to any application, nominated him to this biſhoprick. He was a 
zealous 
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zealous guardian of the church againſt Popery, and one of- thoſe ſeven biſhops who 
oppoſed the reading of the King's declaration of indulgence, for which he was ſent with 
the other ſix to the Tower, When the Prince of Orange came over, and was ſeated 
upon the throne, he might have procured favour by revengefully transferring his alle- 
glance from his ſovereign; but he choſe rather to relinquiſh his preferment, and pri- 
vately retired to Longleat, the ſeat of his friend and patron Lord Viſcount Weymouth, 
where he died March 19, 17-7, and was buried in the church-yard at Frome. In his 
retirement he compoſed ſeveral godly works, moſt of which are publiſhed; and many 
remain in manuſcript. It is ſaid that he uſed to travel with his ſhroud in his port- 
manteau, and that he put it on when he came to Longleat, and wore it ever after. 


62. William Beveridge, S. T. P. was in 1691 nominated by the King to ſucceed 
Biſhop Kenn, deprived; but he refuſed, and 


63. Richard Kidder, S. T. P. ſucceeded. He was educated at Emanuel college in 
Cambridge, and was ſucceſſively vicar of Stanground in Huntingdonſhire, rector of 
Raine in Eſſex, and of St. Martin's Outwich, London. In 1681 he was given a pre- 


-bend in the cathedral of Norwich, and in 1689 made dean of Peterborough. June 1 3, 


1691, he was nominated to this ſee, and conſecrated the Auguſt following. He pe- 
riſhed in the violent ſtorm of Nov. 27, 1703; he and his lady were at prayers in their 
chamber in the palace of Wells, when one of the chimnies, driven down by the fury of 
the blaſt, fell through the roof of the apartment where they were, and buried both in the 


-accumulated ruins. He was an elegant writer, and a very exemplary divine. 


64. George Hooper, D. D. ſucceeded him. He was educated at Chriſt-Church in 
Oxford, and ſoon becoming eminent for the ſanctity of his morals, and the acuteneſs of 
his learning, was made dean of Canterbury, and ſpeaker of the convocation. In 1703 
he was conſecrated Biſhop of St. Aſaph, and the ſame year tranſlated to Bath and Wells, 
He died at the age of ninety, Sept. 6, 1727, and was buried in the cathedral of Wells, 
where againſt the wall of the ſouth aile a marble monument is erected to his memory. 


65. John Wynne, S. T. P. was tranſlated hither from the dioceſe of St. Aſaph, 


Nov. 11, 1727. He ſat here ſixteen years, and died in 1743, at his ſeat at End 
in Flintſhire, 


66. Edward Willes, D. D. ſucceeded. He was made Biſhop of St. David's i in 1742, 
in the room of Biſhop Claggett, and was tranſlated to this ſee in September the year fol- 
lowing. He died at his houſe in Hill-ſtreet, Berkeley-ſquare, London, Nov. 24, 
1773, in the eightieth year of his age, and was ſucceeded in this biſhoprick by 


67. Charles Moſs, D. D. who was tranſlated from St. David's, 1 is the preſent 
Biſhop of this dioceſe. 


The ancient territories and predial 8 of this ſee appear in the — 
charter of King Edward the Confeſſor to Biſhop Giſo: 


© Regnante in perpetuum Jheſu Chriſto, omnium regum principe. Ego Eadwardus 
ſecundum voluntatem ejus Monarcha totius Britanniz, ſciens glorioſis re gibus nihil eſſe 
teelicius, & ks populo ſalubrius, quam jus eccleſiaſticæ rectitudinis in omnibus 
a ſervare, 
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ſervare, & in divinis atque ſecularibus negotiis juſta judicia agere, propoſut; juſte & 
clementer regendo, mihi ſubditis prodeſſe, & ſic ſingulorum utilitatibus providere, ut 
confirmatis noſtri authoritate quæ quibuſque contingunt hæreditario jure, per poſteri- 
tates ſibi ſuccedentes inviolata queant eſſe. Unde rogatus a Gyſone Epiſcopo Wellenſi 
(quem ante hoc biennio Romæ cum commendartitiis literis direxi, & Apoſtolica ordina- 
tione Nicolai Papæ functum recepi) & maximè ab Eadgytha Regina mihi matrimonio 
ſociata, & ſibi gratuitæ miſerationis dignatione propicia, ut ea quæ anteceſſorum largitate 
donata ſunt, vel ſagacitate confirmata, apicibus noſtræ authoritatis, eccleſiæ ſedis ſuæ 
literato confirmarem, & quæ in multis chirographis regum priorum eſſent, aliquibus 
jam vetuſtate conſumptis, in armariolo unius cartulæ congregare permitterem. Eorum 
juſtis petitionibus libens annuo, & non ſolum ea quæ ipſe à me, vel anteceſſores ejus A 
meis impetraverunt, vel etiam pretio acquiſiverunt ex his quæ regibus debentur, habere 
eum & omnes ſucceſſores ejus inviolabiliter permitto; ſed etiam quicquid poſſidere 
videtur eccleſia quam regit, conſtituo in perpetua libertate, exceptis tribus, expedi- 
tione, Pontis, arciſvè reſtauratione. Quod ut per ſuccedentia ſibi ſeculorum tempora 
apud filios juſticiæ perduret fixum, & in hac cartula coram ſubnotatis teſtibus manu 
propria Dominicæ Crucis depingo ſignum, & meæ imaginis adnecto ſigillum. Si quis 
quz a me canonice decreta ſunt fregerit, anathemate irremediabili multatus, ſententiæ 
æternæ damnationis ſubjaceat, niſi reſipuerit. Quamvis autem in ſingulis chirographis 
poſſeſſiones ejuſdem eccleſiæ pleniter annotatæ habeantur, tamen non infructuoſum 
ratus ſum, ſi in hoc quoque recapitulentur. 


« Imprimis, i in territorio Wellenſi quod antiquo vocabulo dicitur Tidincon, & in 
ſingulis viculis ad ſe pertinentibus, ſunt 5o manſus, hoc eſt Paulerham, Foky, Hencun, 
Lypblez, Bledenhy ð 1 Capcun, Fer cbinrq, Fokyhole j Ebbepynð, Buncotan, Mib- 
blecun j oSep Mibblerun 5 Acþam. Dænne Ponuninzdun, I obep Popuinzbun, 
I Þpere Cipce, Denpenn, -Dulcoran, Yzlflex, Yuopmepropp, Lelicocan, Bægen- 
hangpa, Yanbapepay, Plyxxun. 

Item in alio quod Lipo dicitur, 50. Hic ſunt Viculi ſibi 8 Lrrelcun, 
pæyele, Dundneez, 3 Sudcuney. | 

“In alio quod dicitur Evocequc, 20 manſus, Ppzpeole, rape Snæccun. 


« Er in illo quod vocatur Lyne qerbyniʒ, 38 manſus, & hic ſunt ejus viculi, Land- 
bpoc, Beadpelle, 7 Elhambeorge, 3 Lyclemge, Pipipc, Cuma, Pibbirby iq, Larbpen, 
73 oSeppiya Lepopen, Luzmepeprcun, Langanham, Finerham, atque Lungaperh- 
by ni, necnon & Banapelli, cum omnibus ad ſe pertinentibus. 


« In eo quod Fellingrun noncupatur, eſt poſſeſſio 15 caſſatorum, & he ſunt villulz 
eorum Bocland, Pamme, Puntanapop's, PeppaG&fond, Prenocepmon, Leolpepcun. 


« Sunt 15 in altero Pipelercombe nominato in his villis diſtributo, Nunnezun, 
Upcoran, Pprepeld, PpiSicumb, Acumerun, Langele, Fonda, Pedderpond, Fire- 
hyda, J oSep Fipehyda, Dene, 8lzp, Ppencmop. 


Habentur etiam in eo quod Livezand dicitur 15 caſſati, & bee curticule adjacentes 
ſibi, Luma, Peddenallpan, 15 7 udu-land, Ayce, Baxzenbeopze, Anano, pylle. 
| "+ | In 
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In eo loco quod Fedmoꝑ̃ dicitur 4 manſuum eſt poſſeſſio, & hæ ſunt villulæ huc 
pertinentes, Bidderham, quod Tapnuc proprie appellatur, & alia quæ dicitur pea- 
nican q Oencenn. 

H c igitur cum omnibus ad ſe pertinentibus, in ſilvis, campis, pratis, paſcuis, piſ- 
cariis, molendinis, eccleſiæ præfatæ, vel Epiſcopo, ut prædixi, confirmo, & libertatem 
ejus ſecundum anteceſſorum meorum ſtatuta amplifico. Scripta eſt hæc charta ab 
. eodem Giſone Epiſcopo juſſu meo Anno Dominice Incarnationis MLxv. Indictione 3. 
20 die menſis Maii in Regali villa Pendlerone nuncupata. 

« Signum manus Giſonis Epiſcopi N. 

Moſt of theſe lands, as it already has been remarked, had belonged to Harold earl 
. or duke of the Weſt-Saxons; but were taken from him by King Edward, and given 
to Biſhop Giſo, as recited in the foregoing charter. When Harold came to the throne, 
he could not patiently obſerve his legal inheritance in the poſſeſſion of others, nor allow 
the church the prerogative of retaining unfairly the revenues of the crown: he therefore, 


having firſt condemned the Biſhop to perpetual exile, -retook - his eſtates into his own | 
hands, and held them till his death at the battle of Haſtings. 


King William the Conqueror had not long been ſeated upon the throne ere he re- 
called the baniſhed. prelate, reſtored to his church the greater part of its priſtine poſſeſ- 
ſions, and ſecured them in the enjoyment of the reſt. Theſe poſſeſſions are enumerated 
in the great ſurvey of that reign as follows, viz. Welle, [Wells,] Cumbe, [Combe St. 
Nicholas, ] Chingeſberie, | Kingſbury, ] Cerare, [Chard, ] Litelande, | Leighland,] Wivele/- 
come, [ Wiveliſcombe,] Walintone, Wellington, ] Lidegar, [ Biſhop's-Lydiard, ] Banwelle, 
[Banwell] Evrecriz, [Evercreech,] Weſtberie, Weſtbury,] V ineſbam, [ Winſham, ] 
Chiwe, [ Chew-Magna, ] Jatune, [Yatton,] and Wedmore; and the canons held the 
church of Wandeſtrev, ¶ Wanſtraw, ] and the manor of Litune, or Litton. 


The ſtate of the manor of WEIL Is at this period appears from the ſame authentick 
record, wherein it is thus delineated: 


The Biſhop of Wells holds WELLE. He alſo held it in the time of King Edward, 
and gelded for fifty hides. The arable is ſixty carucates. Thereof are in demeſne 
« eight hides, and there are fix carucates, and ſix ſervants, and twenty villanes, and 
* fourteen cottagers, with fifteen ploughs. There are four mills rendering thirty ſhil- 
lings, and three hundred acres of meadow. Paſture three miles long, and one mile 
« broad. Wood two miles long, and two furlongs broad; and three miles of moor. 
« It is worth thirty pounds on the part of the Biſhop. 


« Of the land of the ſame manor the canons hold fourteen hides. There they have 
« in demeſne ſix carucates, and eight ſervants, and ſixteen villanes, and twelve cottagers, 


« with eight-ploughs. There are two mills of fifty-pence rent. It is worth twelve 
* pounds, 


« Of the fame land of the ſame manor Faſtrade holds of the Biſhop ſix hides, Richard 
five hides, Erneis five hides. There are in demeſne ſix carucates, and ten ſervants, 


* Mon. Ang]. i. 187. 
c«c and 


Qells⸗Forum.] B TL LVU. 393 
te and ſeventeen villanes, and ſixteen cottagers, with eleven ploughs, and two mills ren- 
« dering ten ſhillings. Amongſt them all it is worth thirteen pounds. 


« Of the ſame land of the ſaid manor Faſtrade holds of the Biſhop two hides, Ralph 
te two hides; theſe four hides are of the Biſhop's demeſne. There are in demeſne two 
te carucates, and three ſervants, and five villanes, and five cottagers, with one plough. 
te There is a mill of ſeven ſhillings and ſix-pence rent. The whole is worth ſeventy 
ce ſhillings. 


« Of the ſame fifty hides the wife of Manaſſe holds two hides, but not of the Biſhop. 
ee It is worth twenty ſhillings. 


« Beſides theſe fifty hides the Biſhop has two hides which paid no geld in the time 


« of King Edward. Alward and Edric hold them of the Biſhop. They are worth 
e thirty ſhillings.“ 


In the aid levied in the year 1165, 12 Henry II. for marrying Maud that King's 
eldeſt daughter, to Henry ſurnamed the Lion, fon of the Emperor Conrade, and Duke 
of Saxony and Bavaria, Robert, then Biſhop of this ſee, made the following return of 
the knights' fees at that time belonging to his biſhoprick.” 


te Of the old feoffment are theſe: 
« Reginald, precentor of Wells, one knight's fee and a fifth part. 
Richard de Stivinton, one fee. 
Richard Lotingar, one. 
Matthew de Horningedon, or Herrington, one. 
William Fitz-John, one fee and a half. 
John de Kenn, two fees, | 
Thomas de Wick, two. d 
Robert Pukerell, one. | 
Walter Oſatus or Huſſy, one. 
Hamo Fitz- Jeffrey, half a fee. 
Robert Fitz-Reginald, half a fee. | 
Hugh de Eaſton, four parts. 
Walkeline Hoſatus, half a fee. 
William Hoſatus, and Walter Ladda, and Adam de Rt Ad: (or Shocker 
wick,) one fee. 
Henry Luvel, half a fee. 
The Prior of Bath, and Gregory and William Croc, half a fee. 
Philip de Walint, half a fee. 
Simon de Cerd, or Chard, and William Fitz-Jordan, half a fee. ' 
William de Dene, and Rumi, and John de Hyla or Hill, one fee. 
Hugh de Wireceſtre, or Worceſter, and Adam de Lambroc, or Lambrook, and 


John Fitz-Richild, and Lambert Baldric de Biflescot, one fee. 
Robert Fitz-Martin, three parts of a fee. 


„Lib. Domeſday. „ Lib, Nig. Scac. i. 86. 
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« Of the new feoffment. 


tc William Marſhall de forces from the Biſhop two hides of his demeſne, 
William Fitz-John holds in Dokemerefeld ( Degmergſield) one. 


Beſides ſeveral ſmall parcels held by the Biſhop's fervants; the whole amounting te 
twenty knights' fees.“ 


In 1293 the Biſhop's temporalities in this county were thus rated: 


f EE E. 1 
8 of W ells ED 192 3 4 || Manor of Chard cum Burgo 7.34 
9 17 6 Wellington and 133 
Wookey ww 3 0 Buckland a 
Weſtbury 20 10 © Lydiard-Epiſcopi 20 © © 
Wiveliſcombe 39 © © Worle 3 0 0 
Hampton and Axbridge — 13 15 0 
Claverton - þ rs tus Banwell —— 44 5 0 
Chew 50 © © Congreſbury — 15 © © 
Bath — =— 10 6 10 Chedder 10 0 0 
Long-Aſhton 20 0 0 Compton-Epiſcopi 15 6 8 
Doulting 80 Blackford, in the 
Evercreech — 20 © © pariſh of Wed-> 13 5 o 
Huiſh-Epiſcopi 20 0 © more 
Kingſbury — 45 © © » 


3 Ed. III. 1329, John de Clevedon and Gilbert de Berewyk accompted to the 
King for the iſſues of this biſhoprick as follows, viz. for the whole rent of the manors 
of WzLLs, Wookey, Weſtbury, Cranmore, Evercreech, Chedder, Blackford, Compton, 
Banwell, Congreſbury, Yatton, Chew, Pucklechurch in Glouceſterſhire, Hampton, 

- Claverton, Huiſh, Kingſbury, Chard, Buckland, Wellington, Wiveliſcombe cum 
Fivehead, Lydiard, Dogmersfield in Hampſhire, Compton in Berkſhire; the rents of 
the city of Bath; the boroughs of WELLSs, Axbridge, Chard, and Wellington; the 
farm of twenty-four water-mills, two wind- mills, and fix fulling-mills in the ſaid manors, 
as alſo for other iſſues of the ſaid manors, as for alder, under-wood, dead-wood, heath 
and furze ſold; the lead mines of MEN DI, &c.“ 


In-1509, 1 Hen. VIII. the biſhoprick had the following poſſeſſions, of which a few 
ze not mentioned in the foregoing liſt, viz. The manor and borough of WzLLs, the 
hundred of WeLLs-Forxum; the manors of Wookey, Weſtbury, Chedder, Compton, 
Banwell, Congreſbury, Yatton, Chew, Pucklechurch, Weſterleigh, Wick, Hampton, 
Claverton, Cranmore, Evercreech, Huiſh, Kingſbury, Chard, Wellington, Buckland, 
Wiveliſcombe, Lydiard, Dogmersfield, Compton-Parva, Stoke, Draycot, Badgworth; 
tenements in the city of London; the boroughs of Axbridge, Wellington, Chard, and 
Kingſbury; the hundreds of Pucklechurch, Winterſtoke, and Chew; the palace and 
city of Bath; and a penſion from the monaſtery of Stavordale.* 


© Taxat, Temporal. * Madox's Baronia Angl. 83, 84. * From the Regiſters of Wells. 
| 2086 Henry 
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26 Henry VIII. theſe revenues were valued at 18431. 198. 4d. per annum, and the 
Biſhop paid out of them to the Pope, for an income, the ſum of four hundred and thirty 
florins. How theſe revenues became in a little time after fo ſtrangely dwindled, I 
ſhall now proceed to ſhew. 


King Henry VIII. dying in the minority of his ſon and heir Edward, the protector- 

ſhip of the young king's realms, and the government of his perſon, were committed to 
his uncle Edward earl of Hertford, and afterwards Duke of Somerſet. His ancient and 
very noble deſcent, his experience in war, negociations and civil affairs; but above all, 
his propinquity in blood, betimes endeared him to the affections of his royal charge, 
who, in oppoſition to the avowed will of his people, both laity and clergy, loaded him with 
extravagant favours; and when he returned victorious from the wars of Scotland, where 
in the field of Pinkey he cut off upwards of a thouſand gentlemen, and ten thouſand 
common ſoldiers, he extended his generoſity towards him beyond the bounds of equity. 
For, not out of his private purſe, or exchequer, nor out of his manors or caſtles, or ſuch 
other funds as would publickly have been little felt, however ſomewhat diminiſhed; but 
out of the lands and poſſeſſions of this biſhoprick, he beſtowed on him a large gratuity 
for his ſervices; inſomuch that the Liberty, borough, and manor of WELLS; the hundred 
of WzeLLs-FoxuM; the manors of Wookey, Banwell, Chew-Magna, Blackford, Wel- 
lington, Cranmore, and Evercreech; the borough of Wellington; the hundreds of 
Winterſtoke and Chew, as alſo the parks of Wells, Banwell, and Evercreech, with all 
their appertenances, were at one ſtroke alienated from the biſhoprick to the ſaid Duke of 
Somerſet, his heirs, and aſſigns; Barlow, then biſhop of the ſee, acquieſcing in the diſ- 
poſal of them, upon the Duke's promiſe of two thouſand pounds; and the dean and 
chapter confirming the biſhop's deed. 


The Court, perceiving the Biſhop ſo eaſy to be wrought on, and ſo complacent in 
giving up the revenues of his church, tried him ſtill farther; and on May 20, 1548, 
prevailed on him by a licence to conſign to the King all the demeſnes and manors of 
Claverton, Hampton, Lydiard, Compron-Magna and Parva, in this county; the de- 
meſne, manor and hundred of Pucklechurch, in the county of Glouceſter ; the demeſne 
and manor of Chard, and the borough of Chard, in this county; the demeſne and manor 
of Weſterleigh, in the county of Glouceſter; and the manors of Chedder and Huiſn, 
with their rights, members and appertenances; and all that his meſſuage called Bathe- 
Place, formerly calied the Mynexyes, in the pariſh of St. Botolph, without Aldgate, 
London; and the ſcite of the Heſpital of St. Jobn at Wells, and all thoſe farms and 
hereditaments of Weſtdown and Pinkeſmoor, and the rectory of Evercreech, and 
the advowſon and right of patronage of the vicarage of the pariſh-church of Ever- 
creech; and all and ſingular the meſſuages, lands, tenements, mills, meadows, paſtures, 
woods, underwoods, commons, waſtes, heaths, marſhes, waters, fiſheries, rents, re- 
verſions, ſervices, courts-leet, view of frank-pledge, parks, warrens, and advowſons of 
churches; and ail other poſſeſſions, and hereditaments whatſoever, in Claverton, Hamp- 
ton, L.ydiaid, Compton-Magna, Compton-Parva, Chard, Chedder, and Huiſn, 
in this county, and Puckiechuich and Weſterleigh in the county of Glouceſter, 
to hold to the ſaid King, his heirs and aſſigns for ever. In lieu whereof the King 


f Tanner's Nolita — Godwin's Catalogue of the Biſhops, 313. 
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granted to the ſaid Biſhop the church and rectory of St. John the Baptiſt at Glaſton- 
bury, and the rectory or chapel of St. Bennet in that town; as alſo the rectories or 
chapels of Bradley and Weſt-Pennard, and the churches and rectories of North-Load, 
Eaſt-Brent, Eaſt-Pennard, and Weſton, parcel of the poſſeſſions of the late monaſtery 
of Glaſtonbury; and alſo the churches and rectories of Corſton, Compton-Dunden, 
and Caſtle-Cary, parcel of the poſſeſſions of the priory of Bath, with the advowſons and 
right of patronage of thoſe ſeveral churches, lands, glebes, penſions, tithes, &c. —all a 


very inſufficient conſideration for the lands thus ſhamefully diſmembered from the 
biſhoprick. 


After the death of the Duke of Somerſet, Biſhop Bourne, Barlow's ſucceſſor, with the 
utmoſt difficulty, and after repeated ſolicitations, found means to recover the following 
poſſeſſions, viz. Wells, Chard, Huiſh, Wookey, Dulcot, Hurcot, Aſhton, Eait and Weſt 
Horrington, Priddy, Weſtbury, Coxſley, Milton, Dinder, Evercreech, Cranmore, 
Whitchurch, Yardley, Cheſterblade, Worminſter, Wookey-Hole, Combe, Southwick, 
Old-Chard, Crim-Chard, Banwell, Chew, and Chedder, to the yearly value of 3321. 
18s. 11d. But this favour was granted to the Biſhop upon the hard condition of his 
| giving up in conſideration thereof the manors of Congreſbury and Jatton. 

The preſent members of this church are, 
The Biſhop. Charles Moſs, D.D. 


Dean, (with the prebend of Curry annexed) Lord Francis "INNER, canon reſidentiary. 
Precentor. Sir Thomas Banks Jenkinſon, bart. LL. B. 
Chancellor. Richard Nicoll, D. D. 


Treaſurer. Paul George Snow, A.M. 


Wells, (with the prebend of Huiſh and Brent annexed) William 
Willes, A. M. 


| Archdeacon of Taunton, (with the prebend of Milverton 1 = annexed) John Turner, 
A. M. canon refidentiary. 
Bath. Edmund Lovell, LL. D. 


Subdean. Charles Moſs, A. M. canon reſidentiary. 
PREBENDARIES, 

Aſhill. Humphry Sumner, D. D. ä 

Buckland-Dinham. Thomas Payne, A. M. canon ręſidentiary. 

Barton-David. Nicholas Vere, A. B. | 

Cudworth, (with the chapel of Knowl annexed) Thomas Heberden, A.M. 

Combe 1. William Peter, A. M. 

Combe 2. Thomas Ireland, D. D. 

Combe 3. John Prowſe, A.M. 

Combe 4. Henry Harington, A. M. 

Combe 5. Thomas Fownes, A. M. 

Combe 6. Charles Digby, A. M. 


W Rot. Claus. 2 Ed. VI. p. 4. m. 2. RAR, 
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Combe 7. William Hawkins, A. M. 
Combe 8. Thomas Eyre, LL. D. canon ręſidentiary. 
Combe 9. Nathaniel Morgan, A. M. 
Combe 10. Alexander Fownes Luttrell, A. M. 
Combe 11. Edward Hawkins, A. M. 
* Combe 12. Richard Nicoll, D. D. 
Combe 13. Thomas Sedgewick Whalley, A. M. 
Combe 14. John Biſhop, D. D. 
Combe 15. William Keate, A. M. | 
Compton-Epiſcopi, William Blencowe, A. M. canon reſidentiary.. ( 
Compton-Dunden. Henry Owen, M. D. 
St. Decumans. Sir Thomas Banks Jenkinſon, bart. LL. B. 
Dinder, John Jenkins, LL. B. 
Dultingcot. Charles Willes, A. M. 
Eaſton in Gordano. Thomas Vincent, A. M. 
Eaſt-Harptree. Francis Crane Parſons, A. M. 
Haſelborough. John Wyndham, LL. D. 
Holcombe. Edward Cooper, LL. D. 
Henſtridge. Phipps Weſton, B. D. canon refidentiary. 
Ilton. Nicholas Baker, A. M. 
Litton. Charles Moſs, A. M. 
Milverton 2. William Somerville, A. M. 
Sampford, William Bayley, A. M. 
Taunton, Edmund Lovell, LL. D. 
Timberſcombe. Robert Wilſon, A. M. canon ręſidentiary. 
Wiveliſcombe. Paul George Snow, A. M. 
Whitelackington. William Speke, B. D. 
Warminſter. Richard Cope, A. M. 
Worminſter. Hon. Jacob Marſham, A. M. 
Wanſtrow, William Frederick Brown, A. M. 
Whitchurch. John Gooch, A. M. 
. Wedmore 2. Arthur Anneſley, A. M. 
| Wedmore 3. Daniel Dumareſque, D. D. 
| Wedmore 4. John Pearſe, A. M. 
Wedmore 5. William Hill, A. M. 
Yatton. Charles Moſs, A. M. 


Five prieſt vicars, eight lay vicars, fix choriſters, one organiſt, one ſacriſt, and chree 
aſſiſtant clerks. 


The 
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The arms of this ſee are, Azure, a St. Andrew's croſs, or faltire per ſaltire quarterly, 
quartered or and argent. This is the original coat of Wells, and frequently occurs im- 
paled with the arms of the priory of Bath, which are, Azure, two keys endorſed in bend 
ſiniſter, the upper or, the lower argent, enfiled with a ſword in bend dexter of the laſt, 


The cathedral, the greater part of which as it now ſtands, was built in the year 1239, 
by Bilkop Joceline de Welles, of ſtone dug at Doulting in this county, and is dedicated 
to St. Andrew, the firſt diſcoverer and introducer of the Bleſſed Meſſiah, is ſituated at the 
eaſt end of the city, and is built in the form of a croſs, being in length from eaſt to weſt 
three hundied and eighty feet, and from north to ſouth one hundred and thirty feet. 
The nave and fide ailes are in breadth ſixty-ſeven feet, and ſeparated from each other 
by eighteen cluſtered pillars, nine on each ſide, ſupporting pointed arches. The length 
of the nave is one hundred and ninety-one feet; that of the choir to the high altar, one 
hundred and eight feet; behind which, open to the view, is the elegant chapel of the 
bleſſed Virgin Mary, fifty-two feet in length, and thirty-five in breadth, lighted by moſt 
beautiful and delicate Gothick windows, Beſides this there are eight other chapels, but 
much inferior both as to fize and fabrick. In the centre of the tranſepts is a large 
handſome quadrangular tower, one hundred and ſixty feet in height, reſting on four 
fine arches, and containing five bells. The weſtern front is flanked by two ſmaller 
towers, in the ſouthweſt of which is a ring of ſix very large bells. This front is eſteemed 
one of the moſt ſuperb pieces of Gothick architecture in this kingdom, being loaded 
with a profuſion of images, beautifully carved in niches or receſſes, the vaults of 
which are ſupported by elegant ſlender pillars of poliſhed Purbeck marble. At the 
top are the twelve apoſtles, below them are the hierarchs; and one whole line of the 
breadth of the portail is occupied by a groteſque repreſentation of the reſurrection, in 
ſmall figures, wherein are expreſſed all the various attitudes of the reſuſcitated bodies 
emerging from their earthly manſions. The larger figures which adorn the front are 
alſo interſperſed with other ſcriptural repreſentations, pourtrayed in groups of high 
relief, and each fide of the great buttreſſes is filled with ſtatues as large as life, of kings, 
queens, abbots, biſhops, knights, popes, and cardinals. On the wall, a few feet above 


the ground, is the following inſcription; ** Puc 1 ame Johan. de Puttenie pries 
et treſe jurs de. 


The cloiſter on the ſouth ſide of the cathedral is hd a fine building; the weſt 
ſide is one hundred and ſixty- two feet in length, and, with the ſchool and exchequer over 
it, was built by Biſhop Beckington.* The ſouth fide is one hundred and fifty-two feet 
in length, and was begun by the ſame biſhop, but finſhed by Thomas Henry, treaſurer 
of Wells, and archdeacon of Cornwall. T he eaſt fide is one hundred and fifty-nine 
feet long, and with a ſmall chapel beneath and a library above it, was built by Biſhop 


Bubwith. Biſhops Stafford and Stillington were likewiſe contributors to this part of 
the cathedral. 


i This is part of an inſcription to the memory of John Benet, rector of Pitney, who died A. D. 1438. The 


workmen probably in ſome repairs of the church made uſe of the broken ſtone for want of a better, and ſtuck it 
into the wall where it now ſtands. 


® Lei. Itin. iii. 122. 1 Leland ut ſupra. 
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The chapter-houſe is of an octagonal form, fifty feet either way, and has its vault 
ſuſtzined by a fine cluſtered pillar of Purbeck marble, ſtanding in the centre. 


The interior part of the whole cathedral is richly decorated. In the great weft win- 
dow of the nave are the figures in painted glaſs of our Saviour; Moſes, and Aaron; 
King Ina, Biſhop Ralph de Salopia, pontifically habited; and Biſhop Creighton, the 
repairer of the window. On the wall of the ſouth ſide of the nave, on either fide an 
arch, are the heads of King Ina, and Biſhop Ralph de Salopia. 


In an old chapel of the north tranſept is Peter Lightfoot's clock, brought hither 
from Glaſtonbury, a curious piece of mechaniſm, with an aſtronomical dial, ſurmounted 
by a barrier of ſmall figures on horſeback, repreſenting knights in tilts and tourna- 
ments, which by a movement of the machinery are ludicrouſly hurried round in rapid 
circumvolutions. | | 


In the centre of the nave there lies a large ſtone which has generally been aſcribed 
to King Ina the founder of the church, and on the north ſide above it is a ſmall neat 
chapel between two pillars, called Bubtwith's Chapel, wherein that prelate lies interred. 
His arms, a feſſe engrailed between three bubbles impaled with thoſe of the ſee, are on 
the inner wall. At the entrance into this rl under a large grave-ſtone, lies Biſhop 
Haſelſhaw. 

Oppoſite Bubwith's chapel, between two * alſo, is anccher called Knight's Chapel, 
but built by Hugh Sugar, one of the executors of Biſhop Beckington, whoſe arms, 
three ſugar loaves, in chief a doctor's pilion or round cap, are ſculptured on the wall. 
Adjoining to this is a ſtone pulpit, built by Biſhop Knight, who lies buried under a 
marble near it. On the front of this pulpit are the Biſhop's arms, viz. Per fe-ſfe or and 
gules, a demi roſe and a demi ſun conjoined, counterchanged of the field: on the rop of 
the roſe an eagle diſplayed with two heads, iſſuant able. Below this and near the pulpit 
is a grave-ſtone covering Biſhop Erghum; and lower, a ſtone for John Phreas, who was 
nominated to this ſee on the death of Biſhop Beckington, but died before his conſe- 
cration. Between the two chapels of Knight and Bubwith, under three grave-ſtones 
parallel to each other, lie Hugh Sugar alias Norris, who died A. D. 1489, Richard Swan, 
and John Pope, the three executors of Biſhop Beckington. 


Near the entrance into the choir, under the great tower, lies Biſhop Burnel; and near 
him Thomas Lovel, ſubdean, who died in 1524. 


In the ſouth wall of the north aile, againſt the back of the choir ſtalls, are four effigies 
of biſhops . veſted in their pontificals, with mitres, two of them having their hands 
croſſed, holding a croſier. Theſe effigies are generally ſuppoſed to repreſent Biſhops 
Brithelm, Kineward, Alwyn, and Gio. Above them under a well-wrought tomb lies 
Biſhop Ralph de Salopia. 

In the ſouth aile at the back of the ſtalls are PEE ſimilar effigies of Biſhops in their 
pontifical robes, with mitres and maniples, and with their hands crofied in different Cirec- 
tions. The loweſt of theſe is for Biſhop Burwold, the next for Ethelwin, and the laſt 
for Brithwyn. Near the laſt lies Biſhop Button, the firſt of that name, who is repre- 
ſented by a figure on a marble ſtone, pontifically habited, with his mitre, maniple, and 
croſier, and his right hand * the bleſſing. 

In 
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In the ſouth aile, oppoſite the choir, lies Biſhop Lake, under a grave-ſtone; and 
above him in the preſbytery between two pillars, in a chapel of excellent workmanſhip, 
Biſhop Beckington, under a neat tomb, whereon is his effigy in — with a ſkeleton 
underneath it. 


On the ſouth ſide of the upper end of the choir, in <a dedicated to St. Catherine, 
is a tomb ſurmounted with a neat arch, on which lies the effigy in full proportion of 
Biſhop Drokensford; and againſt the ſouth wall is an altar tomb for John Gunthorp, dean 
of Wells, who died June 24, 1498. 


Oppoſite this chapel, on the north fide of the choir, is another chapel called 
Milton's Chapel, having in the middle againſt the wall an ancient tomb, containing 
the remains of Jobn de Middleton, or Milton, who was the founder thereof. This John 
de Middleton was collated to the chancellorſhip of Wells, A. D. 1337; but he in 
a ſhort time quitted it, and aſſumed the habit of a friar-minor. Here is alſo a tomb 
with an effigy lying thereon, for John Foreſt, ſome time dean of Wells, who died 
March 25, 1446. Near this is another monument for Biſhop Creighton, whoſe effigy 
is ſculptured in marble. Behind the altar hangings is a plain altar-tomb for Biſhop 
Berkeley; and oppoſite it, on the ſouth fide, lies Biſhop Still, under a handſome tomb, 
with his effigy thereon in his epiſcopal habit. At the upper end of the north aile lies 
Biſhop Kidder. 


Near the entrance into the Lady Chapel reſts Biſhop Button the ſecond; and between 
Tat chapel and the high altar, lies (as it is ſuppoſed) Biſhop Dudoco. 


In the middle of the choir was interred Biſhop Joceline de Welles, and over him was 
built a tomb of marble, and his effigy in braſs placed thereon; in the room of which 
effigy and tomb, the one long ſince ſtolen, and the other demoliſhed, there now only 
remains a grave-ſtone. | 


Near the high altar is the following inſcription on a braſs-plate: 


= Pit jacet Mag Johes Spekinton, hujus eccleſiae canonicus et ſubde- 
canus, qui obijt penultimo die menſis 6693 A* meccelrii, cujus animae 
ppitietur Deus. Amen.“ 

Not far from this lies ſubdean William Witham, whe died July 16, 1472. 


On the eaſt ſide of the north tranſept is a chapel, againſt the north wall of which, 
near the entrance to the chapter-houſe paſſage, is an altar-tomb erected to the memory 
of Thomas Corniſh, biſhop of Tyne. On the edge of the tomb is the following inſcrip- 
tion: . . , . obijt ſupradittus Diis Thomas Tinenſis Epüs tertio 
die menſis Julij Anno Dñi SOcccceriiiꝰ cujus anime ppitietur Deus, Amen, 
This Corniſh was precentor, chancellor, and canon-reſidentiary of this cathedral, maſter 
of St. John's hoſpital in Wells, ſuffragan biſhop of this ſee to Richard Fox, and of 
Exeter to Hugh Oldham, and provoſt of Oriel-college in the univerſity of Oxford. 


Between this and the north aile are two other altar monuments, covered with ſlabs of 


black marble, and containing (as it is ſaid) the reliques of ſome of the biſhops' officers. 
In 


* 
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In the floor of the north tranſept is a large grave-ſtone, circumſcribed, 
„ Tumba Domini Johis Roland, canonici dum virit eccleſie cathedral. 


ellen. et Magiſtri Cancellarii Domini Regis, qui obtit ſecundo die menſ?s 


Decembris A Domini Mceeerrvii. cujus anima per meritum paſſionis ct 
miſericordiam Jeſu Chriſti requieſcat in pace. Amen.“ 


On a braſs plate againſt a pillar on the eaſt fide of the north tranſept: “ Henricus 
Hawley, armiger, qui obiit octavo die Februarii, A* Dni. 1573.“ 


In the ſouth wall of the ſouth tranſept is the monument of Biſhop Milliam de Merchia» 
crowned with a neat arch. Upon the altar-table lies his effigy attired in the epiſcopal 
habit; his right hand is in the attitude of bleſſing; his left ſuſtains a croſier. Under his 
head is a double cuſhion ſupported by angels; and at his feet is a cropt long-tailed dog. 


Near this is another arched monument for Joan Viſcounteſs Liſle, inſcribed, 


Hic jacet Joanna Aicecomitiſſa de Liſle, una filiarum c heredum Thomae 
Chedder, armig. quae fuit uxor Joannis Uicecomitis de Liſle, filii & heredis 
Joannis comitis Salapiae, + Margaretae ur, ejus, unius filiarum æ heredum 
Richardi, comitis Tarwici, & Elizabethae uroris ejus, filiae & heredis 
Thomae de Berkeley militis, D de Berkeley, quae obiit rv* die menſis 
Julii, An* D. Mcccclriiii. 


In a chapel above, againſt the ſouth wall, is a tomb for John Storthwait, precentor 
of this church in 1426, and chancellor in 1439; with his effigy as large as life, 


Between it and the ſouth aile is an altar tomb, having on its ſlab the effigy of dean 
Henry Huſee, who died in 1305; and beyond this, in the ſouth aile of the choir, is 
the monument of Biſhop Harewell; his effigy repreſents him to have been a perſon of a 
very groſs and fat habit; he is veſted in his epiſcopal robe, which is wreathed round 
his croſier; his head, which reclines on two cuſhions, is covered with a mitre richly 
ornamented, and at his feet are two hares in alluſion to his name. 


On a ſtone in the floor near the upper end of the ſouth aile is the following legend: 


Ok the ſoule of John Braham, canon, good Lord have mercy,” 


In the ſouth aile of the nave is a neat mural monument of marble, to the memory 
of Biſhop Hooper. 


In the windows were theſe arms, viz. The ſee of Wells. The ſee or priory of Bath. 
Both impaled after the union of the ſees. The ſame quarterly, Azure, a croſier in bend 
dexter argent between two keys endorſed and interlaced in bend ſiniſter or. Deanery 
of Wells. Azure, a croſs patonce between five martlets or, Edward the Confeſſor. 
England and France quarterly. Biſhops Harewell, Knight, and Beckington? Argent, 
a croſs of three ſpells of a fieve or riddle /able, Skirlaw. Sable, a bend between ſix 
croſs croſlets fitchee argent, Lake, Sable on a chevron or, between three etoiles, as 
many croſſes patẽe fitchee gules, Laud. Or, two bars azure, in chief three eſcallops 
gules, Pierce. Sable, a chevron between three roſes argent, Corniſh. Vert, a feſſe or 
between three ſwans argent, Swan. Sable, three ſugar-loaves argent, in chief a doctor's 

Vor, III. Fre cap, 
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cap, Sugar. Gules, eight martlets in an orle argent, Foreſt, With many others now 
moſtly defaced. | | 
In this cathedral were the following chantries, viz. 


St. Andrew's, for thirteen chantry prieſts." 
St. Edmund's. 


Biſhop Button's chantry. Founded in 127 I, and endowed with five pounds per 
annum, payable out of the church of Stogumber, for the maintenance of a chaplain to 
pray every day for the Biſhop's ſoul, and celebrate his anniverſary yearly.” 


Biſhop Drokensford's chantry. Founded 1 328, for three chaplains, and endowed with 
ten pounds, payable yearly out of the manor of Middleton and the church of Berrow.” 


St. Catherine's chantry. Founded in 1329 by the ſame NOD, before the altar of St. 
John the Baptiſt in the chapel of St. Catherine. 


Baib's chantry. William de Bath, parſon of the church of Bagborough, 19 Edw. II. 
1325, gave to the dean and chapter of Wells a meſſuage and lands in Wells for the 
founding a chantry in the cathedral,” 


St. Mary's chantry. Near the entrance into the choir.? 


St. Martin's chantry. 5 Id. Apr. 1350, Biſhop Ralph de Salopia granted to the 
prior of the hoſpital of St. John in Wells, and the friars of that houſe, all the lands, 
meſſuages, and tenements, whereof he had been enfeoffed by William de Luttelton, 
William de Bath, and William de Bourwardeſleye, to the end that they ſhould pay a 
ſtipend of ſix marks ſterling per annum to a chaplain to ſay maſs at the altar of St. 
Martin in the cathedral of Wells, for the good eſtate of the ſaid biſhop while living, 
and for his ſoul after his deceaſe; and alſo for the ſoul of John de Somerton, formerly 
abbot of Muchelney; and the ſouls of all his ſucceſſors in that convent." 


Biſhop Erghum's chantry. Founded in 1399, for the ſouls of Gilbert and Agnes 
Erghum, his parents, and Agnes Robas his ſiſter. By his will he appointed his exe- 
cutors to found a college in the ſtreet then called La Mountery, but afterwards College- 
Lane, for fourteen prieſts to celebrate divine ſervice daily in the church of Wells; for 
the good eſtate of his ſoul. This college was dedicated to St. Anne, and endowed 
with lands to the amount of 83]. 16s. O:d. per annum.” 


Manſton's chantry. Endowed with tenements in Deptford, for keeping the obit of 
John Manſton. 


Biſhop Bubwith's chantry. Endowed with the manor of Bicknoller, for a certain number 
of prieſts to celebrate maſs for the good eſtate of the ſoul of Biſhop Nicholas Bubwith.“ 


Chantry of St. Croſs. Sept. 16, 1450, John Storthwait, chancellor of Wells, founded 
a chantry at the altar of St. Croſs, on the north ſide of the cathedral, and endowed the 
ſame with a penſion of ten pounds iſſuing out of the fruits and profits of the church of 
Wraxall, with the conſent of Theobald Gorges, patron, and Thomas Hayes, rector of 


= Excerpt, e Regiſt. Wellen. Ibid. © Ibid. Pat. 19 Ed. Il. p. 2. m. 11. 
by Pat, 24 Ed, III. P. 3. m. 18. * Excerpt. E Regiſt. Wellen. 0 Archer. 2 Pat. 4 Hen, IV. P · 2. m. 8. 
| v Pat, 5 Hen, VI. p. 1. m. 5. | that 
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that church, for the ſupport of certain maſſes to be performed at the ſaid altar of St. 
Croſs every day for ever, for the good eſtate of the ſaid Theobald Gorges, his anceſtors 
and ſucceſſors. Out of the ſaid ten pounds a penſion of forty pence was to be paid to 
the dean and chapter of Wells, and twelve-pence to the archdeacon of Bath.“ 


Southward from the cathedral is the Biſhop's Palace, a noble old ſtructure, ha- 
ving an auguſt and venerable appearance, and much reſembling the manſions of the 
ancient military barons. Its walls encompaſs ſeven acres of ground, and are flanked by 
redoubts and half-moons, A deep moat ſupplied with water from St. Andrew's well 


ſurrounds the whole, and over it on the north ſide is a bridge and ſtately gate-houſe, 


ſerving as an entrance to the exterior court, or ballium. On the eaſt ſide of this court is 
the dwelling-houſe, containing ſeveral large and handſome apartments, with a chapel. 
On the ſouth ſide of the court, nearly oppoſite the entrance, ſtood the great hall, now in 
ruins, having been demoliſhed by fanatick plunderers two centuries ago for the ſake of 
the lead and other materials, and never ſince reedified. Leland tells us that this apart- 
ment was exceeding fair,” Its length was one hundred and twenty feet, its breadth 


nearly ſeventy, and it had a handſome arched porch, with a vault and chamber over it.* 


Many Biſhops have been the makers of this palace, as it is now.“ 


Of three gate-ways which lead into the College-Cloſe, all built by Biſhop Berkiogina, 
that on the eaſt ſide adjoins the cathedral buildings, and has over it a long gallery or 
communication from the church to the Vicar's Cloſe, with a vaſt flight of ſteps at either 


extremity. 

This cloſe, which by a ſtrange corruption is now ee Cloſe-Yall, owes its inſti- 
tution to Walter de Hull, canon of this cathedral and archdeacon of Bath, who gave two 
meſſuages and lands in Wells for the common habitation of the thirteen chantry prieſts 
who officiated in the cathedral, For the better regulation of theſe prieſts, Biſhop 
Ralph de Salopia in 1347 made certain ſtatutes; and in 1348, in improvement of the 
original plan, erected a new college for the reſidence of the vicars and choriſters, got 
them incorporated, and endowed their houſe with certain of his own lands, and others 
which he had procured from the feoffees of Canon Walter de Hull above-mentioned, 
This cloſe or college was afterwards much augmented by Biſhop Beckington, who by 
ſome is honoured with the title of its founder. 26 Henry VIII. it was found to be 
endowed with lands and other revenues to the amount of 721. 10s. 94d. At the Refor- 
mation it eſcaped the general ſuppreſſion of religious ſocieties; and Queen Elizabeth, 
by her charter bearing date Nov. 5, A. D. 1591, refounded it, appointing the number 
of vicars to be not leſs than fourteen, nor more than twenty, 


The Cloſe is a neat building, having at the ſouth end, next the ſtreet, a hall, with a 


buttery and other conveniences, under which is the arched gate-way and entrance into 


the Cloſe; at the other end northward is the chapel, with a library over it; and be- 
tween theſe two buildings are twenty contiguous dwelligg-houſes on each fide, Upon 


x Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. 7 Itin. ii. 70, * Itin. Willelmi de Worceſtre, 284, * Lel. Itin. ut ſupra, 
The vicars-choral in this church were firſt appointed A. D. 1237 by Biſhop Joceline de Wells, who ordained 
Winne to ſupply their turns in chanting and performing divine ſervice, | 
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the wall, over the door * to the hall teps, was a Coarſe rude painting of the vicars 
kneeling before the biſhop, and addreſſing him in theſe words: 


Per vicos poſiti villae, pater alme, rogamus 
At ſimul uniti te dante domus maneamus, 
The Biſhop returns this anſwer: 


Ueſtra petunt merita quod ſint conceſſa petita, 
Ut maneatis ita loca fecimus hic ſtabilita. 


This picture being effaced by time, the vicars, after their reeſtabliſhment by Queen 
Elizabeth, fixed up a better painting in their hall, with the following lines, commemo- 
rative of the founder, enlarger, and refounder of their college: 


cc Quas primus ſtruxit ſumma pietate Radulphus, 
= x Diſperſis nobis, hoſpitioque dedit 

Ades, conſimili ſtudio pia facta ſequutus, 
Bekintonus eas auxit honore, bonis. 

Regali tandem firmavit ſingula nobis 
Aſſenſu, Princeps Elizabetha ſuo. 

Elizabetha bonis nunquam contraria cceptis, 
Aſpirans ſtudiis Elizabetha bonis. 

Hic nos ornati donis, Regina precamur, 
Sceptra tenens, vivas, Elizabetha, diù.““ 


In the windows of this hall occurs the name of Pomroy, who was a benefactor to 
the building; and on a ſcroll in the mantle- piece of the chimney is this inſcription:— 
In veſtris precibus habeatis commendatum Dominum Ricitm Pomroy, 
quem ſalvet Deus, Amen.“ 


On the houſes are the arms of the ſee, Biſhop Beckington, and his three executors, 
viz. A feſſe between three ſwans, Swan, Three ſugar loaves, Sugar. A chevron be- 
tween two roſes in chief and a talbot in baſe, Pope. On the chapel wall are alſo the 
arms of the ſee of Wells, ſingly, and likewiſe impaled with Bath; the arms of Biſhop 
Beckington; and Quarterly, firſt and fourth, argent, three blackmoors' heads proper; 
ſecond and third, gules, on a ſeſſe between three leopards' heads or, as many fuſils /able, 


Weſtward from the vicar's cloſe, and oppoſite the north porch of the cathedral, is a 

| houſe which formerly - belonged to the archdeaconry, but after the ſurrender of that 
dignity was converted into a lay-fee, which it has ever ſince continued, having been for 
ſome years paſt uſed as an aſſembly- room. This houſe was a while the reſidence of 
Polydore Virgil, the celebrated author of De Rerum Inventoribus; Hiſtory of England; 
and other works. He was a native of Urbino 1n Italy, and having been ſent into this 
country by Pope Alexander VI. to collect the Peter-pence, was ſoon after his arrival 
appointed to the archdeaconry of Wells, and the prebend of Nonington; in which pre- 
ferments he ſpent many years at this houſe, and which he was alſo permitted to retain 
after his return to his native place, where he died A. D. 1555. He was far from being 
2 ſtrict papiſt, approving the marriage of the clergy, and reprobating the worſhip of 


* Godwin de Præſulibus, 376. « Biog. Dict. et Aut, ibi cit. 
images, 
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images. His Hiſtory of England is not generally approved; as it contains a variety of 
inconſiſtent aſſertions; and it is confidently affirmed that, in order to prevent a diſco- 
very of his errors, he burned as many ancient manuſcript hiſtories, from which he had 
borrowed his materials, as would fill a waggon.* 


Between this and the weſt gate of the cloſe is the deanery, a large handſome houſe, - 
built by dean Gunthorp, who entertained in it King Henry VII. in his return from 
the weſt of England. In alluſion to the founder's name ſeveral large guns carved | in 
ſtone, are ſeen pointed through the walls of the building. | 


The weſt gate near the deanery, ſometimes called Browne's Gate, is a plain unadorned 
ſtructure, and is the principal entrance into the city on this quarter, the road from 
Bath paſſing hither firſt under the vicars' gallery, and then along the north fide of the 
great cemetery, between the deanery and the houſe of Polydore Virgil. The other gate, 
leading into the College cloſe, is on the ſouth ſide of the area, built (as it has been 
ſaid before) by Biſhop Beckington; and is (On what reaſon 1 know not) ſometimes 
called Pennileſs Porch, 


This part of Wells is properly termed the Extraparochial Townſhip, or Liberty of St, 
Andrew. For in the whole city there is — one pariſh, the church of which is dedi- 
cated to St. Cuthbert. 


| This pariſh is ſeven miles in circuit, _ beſides the greateſt part of the city of Wells, 
compriſes the hamlets and vills of CoxLey, PoLsHam, Burcor, Easrox, MiLrox, 
WaALLcouz, EasT-HorrinGTON, WEST-HokRINGTON, EaST-WELLs, WHITNEL, 
WoRMINSTER, DuLcoT, CHiLcort, and EasT-WATER. 


The hamlet of WzLLs-Lzicn gave name to a family of diſtinction. 37 Henry III. 
William de Welleſlegh held of the Biſhop of Bath three parts of a hide of land in 
Welleflegh, by the ſervice of the ſerjeanty of the hundred of Wells, and lands in Littleton 
of William de Button. 22 Edw, III. Philip de Welleſlegh held lands in the ſame 
vill and in Dulcot, as alſo the ſerjeanty of the bailiwick of Eaft-Perret.* 13 Henry VI. 
John Hill of Spaxton held theſe lands and the ſame ſerjeanty, as alſo the office of the 
bailiff of Wells-Forum, of John biſhop of Bath and Wells in ſocage, leaving the ſame 
to John Hill his ſon and heir.” 7 Henry VI. John Stourton held half a knight's fee in 
Welleſleigh and Ef-Wall, which Walrand de Welleſlegh formerly held. 


The manor of MiLTow was formerly the property of a family of that name, who 
held it under the Biſhops of the ſee. It afterwards came to the families of de Wyke, 
Lyons, and Brook, and now belongs to Griſley Taylor, eſq. 


The manor of EAST-HoRRIxOTOxN was held 7 Henry VI. by Sir William Palton, 
Ent. by the ſervice of one knight's fee. 


Ihe living of St. Cuthbert is vicarial, and was valued in 1292 at ten marks;" the 
patronage is in the dean and chapter of Wells; the Rev. Edmund Lovell, D. D. is the 
preſent incumbent, 
so erected by King Edward the Confeſſor. See his charter, p. 391. 'Eſe. * Ibid. * Ibid. 
Lib. Feod. The manor of Wellsleigh was given to the vicars-choral by Ralph de Salopia; ſee page 383. 
Eſe. Lib. Feod. = Taxat. Spiritual. 
Trinity; 
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The church ſtands at the weſt end of the city, and is a very large and handſome 
ſtructure, compoſed of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ailes, a chapel on each fide the 
chancei, two chapels in the north aile, the lowermoſt of which is dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity; and a chapel in the ſouth aile, belonging to the family of Coward of Spar- 


ęrove. At the weſt end ſtands a lofty well-built tower, containing fix bells. 


In the chapel on the north ſide of the chancel is an old altar-tomb, whereon under a 
canopy lies an effigy in ſtone, with this ſingular inſcription at the caſt end over the feet: 


«CLARA CHAR 
A CLERCKO 
A* DNI 1587,” 


Arms, Quarterly, firſt and EY two bars, in chief Sada cellops ſecond and tid, 


three arrows in feſſe. 


Againſt the north wall is a links monument, on the table of which is e ben of a 
man kneeling on a cuſhion: the inſcription as follows: 


« Here reſteth the body of Henry Lyvellin, gent. who deceaſed the 26 550 of Vile, 
Anno Dni. 1614.” Arms, Or, a lion rampant able. 


Under the arch which divides this chapel from the north aile is a LS mounument, 
inſcribed, « H. S. E. Robertus Kingſton, A. M. hujuſce eccleſiæ vicarius, per vi- 
cenos fere annos adjutor eccleſiz parochialis de Wokey, non ita pridem ipſe factus 
vicarius. Paſtor erat et fidelis et bonus; amicus certus, vir integer; uxori, liberis, fa- 
mulis, familiaribus, pauperibus, denique et bonis omnibus charus vixit, deflendus obijt 
4 Aug. A. D. 1748, annum agens 43. Patri accumbit Elizabetha filiola, quæ trimeſtris 
cheu demeſſa eſt 30 Decembris, A. D. 1743.” Arms, Argent, on a bend ooniled ſable, 
three leopards' faces or; impaling ermine on a bend ſable three plates. 


At the caſt end of the chapel on the ſouth ſide of the chancel, is a mural monument 
of marble, with this inſcription:——< Infra hanc tabellam conquieſcunt Richardus 
Comes, generoſus, & Elizabetha (ex antiqua Godwynorum proſapia) conjux merito 
chariſſima. Una 32 annos fine tædio elapſos placide convixerunt, magnum ſibi in- 
vicem ſolatium, omnibus rarum pietatis vere conjugalis exemplar. Mortua eſt Eliza- 
betha 10% Jul. 1692, æt. 54. Elizabetha mortua, Richardum vix dicas ſuperſtitem ; 
qui ſocia dilectiſſima beben, ſeipſum mundo penitus ſubduxit; qui quotidie languens, & 


paulatim exhauſtus, ſumma animi tranquillitate expiravit 22 Jul. A X 1697, #t, 78.” 


Arms, three lions paſſant in pale, impaling a chevron between three blackmoors' heads. 


Againſt a pillar on the ſouth ſide of the chancel, is a ſmall marble monument, having 
in its centre a braſs plate with the figure of a man kneeling at a deſk, and under him 
che following inſcription: “ Neare unto this piller lyeth interred the bodie of 
Frauncis Hayes, late of this cittie, gent. whoes trulie vertuous life and pious death 
gave abundant cauſe both of love and ſorrow to his remayninge frends. He departed 
in aſſured hope of a joyefull reſurrection the 4 day of September A* Di. 1623, of his 
age 34. Arms at the top, Quarterly firſt and fourth, Or, a fun radiated gules; ſecond 
and third, argent, a chevron between three martlets ſable. Underneath i is the ſame coat, 
impaling /able, three ſwords in pile gen. 1 
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In the chapel on the ſouth ſide of the church are two handſome mural monuments of 
marble, with the following memorials: 


I. „ Diſce Viator, quanti viri cineres hic inſcius premas; reliquiæ ſunt chariſſimi 
viri Gulielmi Coward, armigeri, quem fruſtra jam revocat patria, conſultiſſimum j juris 
Eirenarcham; quem deſiderat hoſpitium Lincolnienſe, ſervientem ad legem cum primis 


venerandum; quem repetit curia parliamentaria, toties civium Wellenſium ſuffragiis 


cooptatum burgenſem, et ſibi jamdudum notum, Eccleſiæ Anglicanæ vindicem inex- 
pugnabilem; quem et civitas Wellenſis ægrius tulit abreptum, municipem optimum; 


nunquam commiſſura ut defuncti recordatoris ſui memoria intercidat. Obijt Apr. 8, 


An' D' 1705; ætatis ſuæ 71. Marmor hoc ſtatuendum curavit Gulielmus filius, 
parentis deſideratiſſimi memoriæ ſacrum.” Arms, 1. Or, two bars ſable charged with 


three roſes argent; Coward, 2. Sable, three r en argent; Hall. 3. Paly of ſix 
argent' and azure, over all a bend gules. 


2, « Prope ab hoc marmore jacet Brigetta, uxor Gulielmi Coward, armigeri, hujus 
civitatis recordatoris, Thomæ Hall de Bradford, in comitatu Wilton. equitis aurati 
defuncti, filia unica, quam ex domina Catharina conjuge (eademque Edvardi Seymour, 
de Bury-Pomery, in comitat. Devon. baronetti defuncti filia) ſuſceperat. Qu nata- 
lium ex utroque genere ſplendorem eximiis animi virtutibus illuſtrabat; pietatiz erga 
Deum, et fidei conjugalis, non minus quam maternæ charitatis, ſingulare exemplum. 
Quæ in communi vita inſignem morum ſuavitatem gratiſſimo ingenii ſale reſperſit. 
Cui tandem apoplexiæ morbus ſubito ictu, ſed non improviſo, r attulit; nam, 
velut fati conſcia, vitam ſæpe predixerat, hoc fine claudendam. Obijt 225 die Martij 
Ano Dñi 1682; ætatis ſuæ 43.” Arms, Coward impaling Hall. 


Againſt the ſouth wall is an old altar-tomb, inſcribed, « Here reſteth the body 
of Thomas Leigh, gent. who departed the 13 day of November A* D' 15 51. Here 
likewiſe reſteth the body of Alice the wife of Thomas Leighe, gent. Jun. xvii, 1606.” 


At the weſt end of the north aile is a handſome mural monument of veined marble, 
the tablet of which is inſcribed as follows: c Richardus Healy, Gulielmi Healy J. 
Ce filius, Richardi Healy, LL. D. nepos, vixit annos xxi, menſes ii, ad viii Idus Jan. 
A. D. Mocexliv. Eximiæ erat et formæ et ſpei juvenis; ore ſuavi et honeſto; in ſer- 
mone acutus et facetus; ingenii acris; memoriæ tenaciſſimæ. Has animi dotes ei a 
natura feliciter inſitas academia Oxonienſis per annos fere quatuor in gremio ſuo feli- 
ciſſime fovit, excoluit, auxit. Habes, lector, qualis fuerit; qualis futurus erat, tecum 
ipſe reputa. At, proh dolor! in flore primo tantæ indolis juvenis eſt extinctus, ſumma 
conſequuturus, ſi virtutes ejus maturuiſſent. 


* Hoc prope marmor una requieſcunt cineres, materna gente, avi, avunculorum 


trium, et materteræ juvenis deflendi.“ Arms, Quarterly, firſt and fourth, ſable, on a 


chevron engrailed argent, between three lions rampant or, as many croſſes patee gules; 
ſecond and third, vert, on a chief ſable three martlets or. 


On one of the ſouth pillars of the nave is a gilt wooden tablet to the memory of 
Cecily Bower, wife of William Bower, of this city, who died Whitſunday 1639. Arms, 
Sable, a cinquefoil argent, in chief three talbots' heads eraſed or. 
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At the weft end of the fouth aile is a white marble to William Salmon, gent. who 


died A. D. 1763, 


| On the roof of the nave are the arms of beneſactors to the church; and ſeveral ſcrolls 
| | ef Latin ſentences, now nearly effaced. 


Here was a chantry dedicated to St. Cuthbert, of which the laſt incumbent John 
Tanner received in 1553 a penſion of 31." 


| 
| | On the north ſide of the church-yard is Biſhop Bubwith's, or Brigg-free! hoſpital, 


mentioned in page 384. This hoſpital, or alms-houſe, was founded in a ſtreet then 

called Brigg-ſtreet, but ſince Beggar-ſtreet, for twelve poor men, and twelve poor women, 
= and was endowed with conſiderable eſtates for their maintenance, and the ſupport of one, 
| ' : prieſt or chaplain to celebrate divine ſervice in the chapel there. This hoſpital was de- 
\ dicated to our Bleſſed Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and All-Saints, and was augmented 
| by Bifhops Beckington and Bourne. Biſhop Still added a houſe and ſix poor people 
„ to the original foundation; and Biſhop Willes added fix people more. The hoſpital 
and chapel are built all in length under one roof from eaſt to weſt; the chapel at the 
? eaſt end is fmall but very neat, and has in its windows, The name and arms of Bubwith; 
England and France; Sable, a bend or between fix plates, impaling argent, a chevron 
between three rams ſable; argent, a chevron engrailed between three pellets voided. 


Near this is Walter Brick's alms-houſe, founded in 1638 for four decayed burgefles; 
in Chamberlain-ſtreet is Harper's almshouſe for decayed ſtocking-makers; and in 
Prieſt-Row, an almshouſe for ſix poor women, founded by Henry Llewellin, whoſe 
monument has been noted in the church. 


In that part of the city called Sournovx is the priory or hoſpital of St. John, 
founded about A. D. 1206 by Hugh de Wells, archdeacon of Wells, and afterwards 
biſhop of Lincoln, for a prior or maſter, and ten brethren, and endowed with lands 
called Bevial, Eaſt-Wallis-field, Polſham-field, Weſt-Clefe, and other eſtates, to the amount 
of two hundred marks per annum. 'To this inſtitution conſiderable additions were 
made by Biſhop Joceline and others; but its revenues were decreaſed towards the time 
of the Reformation, when they were valued at 40l. os. 5d." 


The Biſhop of the dioceſe was patron. 
Peter was prior in 1228. 

Walter, 1314; he died in 1323, al was ſucceeded: by 

Philip de Exton. | 

Henry de Exton was collated Feb. 20, 1348; he occurs 1352. 

John Type died March 12, 1409. 1 

John Bartlet ſucceeded July 13, 1410. He died 1438. 

Nicholas Couſin was collated by the Biſhop Feb. 12, 1438. 

Thomas Yle, Oct. 4, 1445. He reſigned Aug. 1, 1462. | 

2B Thomas Corniſh, biſhop of Tyne, Aug. 27, 1462. He reſigned 1497. 


_ ® Willis's Hiſt. of Abbies, ii. 203. 9 8 / 
| Reginald 
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Reginald ap David, July 1, 1497. 

John Marler, April 9, 1500. He reſigned 1513. 

Richard Smith, Dec. 1, 1513. He died 1524. 

John Bartram, brother of the hoſpital of Bridgwater, ſucceeded May 10, 1524. 


Richard Clarkſon was prior 1539. He and three brothers reſigned the hoſpital to 
the King Feb. 3, and had a penſion of twelve pounds per annum aſſigned him for his 
life. In 1553, here remained 41. in annuities, and penſions to William Marks 41. 
John Charnock 3]. 6s. 8d; and John Dyrte 21. 13s. 4d.“ 


John Dyble, incumbent of the ſervice here, had in 1553 a penſion of 31. 6s. 8d.“ 


The ſite of the hoſpital, with lands in Pinkeſmore, Wookey, Eaſt-Wells, and 
Southover, and the rectory of Evercreech, and advowſon of the vicarage belonging to it, 
were after the diſſolution 32 Henry VIII. granted" to John Dr. Clerk biſhop of this ſee, 
and his ſucceſſors, in conſideration: of the manor and park of Dogmersfield in Hamp- 
ſhire. Bur 2 Edw. VI. Biſhop Barlow ſurrendered the ſame to the crown, and Queen 
Elizabeth, in the 17th year of her reign, granted it to Sir Chriſtopher Hatton.* The 
manor and ſite are now the property of Peter Sherſton, eſq. 


Part of the old building is ſtill ſtanding, converted into a wool-comber's ſhop. The 
ſtreet is called from it S. Fohn's-ftreet, and a bridge near it, thrown over St. Andrew's 
ſtream, has for the ſame reaſon the appellation of St. Fobn's-briage. 


Benefactors to this city and pariſh: 


te Philip Hodges, late of Wells, gent. gave certain lands in this county, and money 
to purchaſe other lands, to endow a ſchool for teaching of poor children of this pariſh, 
and binding them out apprentices. 


« The Rev. Mr. Richard Healy, late vicar of this pariſh, gave the ſum of 51. to be 
diſtributed yearly by the vicars of this pariſh to ten poor old men or widows in this 
manner, and on theſe two particular days, viz. To five poor old men or widows of the 
in-pariſh the ſum of 508. on the 8th day of Auguſt; and the ſame ſum to five poor old 
men or widows of the out-pariſh on the 4th of March.-——He likewiſe gave to the 
vicars of this pariſh for the uſe of the poor of this pariſh, the further fum of 51. as 
pocket-money, to be yearly ſent by them to poor ſober induſtrious perſons in the 
Church of England, with large or ſick families. 


« 1708, Mrs. Bridget Andrews gave to the poor of this city gol. the intereſt 
thereof to be given yearly unto twenty-five poor inhabitants for ever on Candlemas-day. 


« 1719. Edward Gordwent, merchant, late of London, gave 10l. yearly to be 
divided equally between ten poor inhabitants of Tucker-ſtreet in this city for ever, to 
be paid on the 25th day of December. 


« Mr. Anthony Sevior gave ZI. 48. payable yearly out of lands in the pariſh of Mear, 
to be diſtributed amongſt the poor of Southover the ſecond Sunday in every month 
for ever in bread, 


„ Willis's Hiſt, of Abbies, i, 201, = Ibid, 203, Pat. 32 Hen, VIII. p. 4. Pat. 17 Elz. 
Vol. III. Gg g « William 
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« William Baron, gent. gave a carpet and two cuſhions of fine cloth, and two rich 
Common-Prayer books, for the uſe of the communion-table. 


« 1719. The Rev. Dr. Robert Creyghton, chanter of Wells, gave vida organ; and 
alſo gave at twice to the old alms-houſe 411. for the better payment of their commons. 


te William Weſtley, eſq; gave by will an annuity of 51. payable from Eaſt-ſtreet 

| farm, i in the pariſh of Weſt-Pennard, viz. 10s. a-piece to ten poor old widows, five of 

: ; this city, and five of the out-pariſh or liberty of St. Andrew, to be diſtributed yearly | in 
| | this church on the 3oth-day of January for ever. 


« Mr. Jacob. Worral gave a ſalver to receive the offerings, value 5l. 5s. And 40 
gave by will unto four boys of this city four cloth coats of the value of 58. each at every 
Chriſtmas for ever, payable out of his ground 1 in Southover. 


« Mr. Thomas Lane gave by will to the poor of this city $1, the intereſt hereof to 
be _ on Eaſter ER for ever.“ 
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| « Mrs, Heſter Small, on Aſh-Wedneſday — — 6 86 

Y « The Lady Sherrington, the Sunday after Trinity — o 6 8 

1 « Mr. Alexander Baron, the firſt day of Auguſt — 0 10 0 

1 e Mr, Walter Brick, the Sunday before the 3oth of N ovember © 10 0 

| . « Biſhop Still, on Saint John's day 0 

1 « Mr. Adrian Hickes the 1oth of October — — 0 20 0 

| | Plate given to this church for ever. | 

A ce 1573. A large ſilver bowle and cover guilted with gold 6 2 © 
1 <« 1644. Mr. Cornelius Watts a ſmall ſilver ſtand guilted —— $.:4: © [ 
[1 | e 1639. | Ezekiel Barkham, of this city, gentleman, two large ſilver | I 
F | flagons, value of each  —— 25 Nn Ned ? 
f | « 1683. Mrs. Elizabeth Mattock, the widow of Arthur Mircock, { 6 8 = 4 
'W - gentleman, a large filver ſalver, value a ; 
75 | +0 Mrs. Margaret Barkham, late of this city, deceaſed, gave certain lands lying near 

147 Henſtridge in this county, to endow a ſchool for the teaching fourteen poor children of 

1 the city of Wells, and placing them out apprentices. 

| | | | " James Godwyne, g entleman, late of this city, deceaſed, gave 10l. per annum to | 


the poor of this town for ever. 


de Mr. Adrian Hickes gave by his will 5051 for the benefit of the poor. 


« Mr. Timothy Rivett, of this city, deceaſed, 51. 4s. per annum for ever in bread, 
£0 5 diſpoſed of weekly by the overſeers of the poor to thirteen poor widow women of 
this town and out- pariſn in thirteen loaves, at the church on every Sunday. 


3 « Mr. Alexander Baron gave to the poor of this city . 8 © 
| | | | 4 Dr. Ralph Bathurſt, dean of Wells, gave to the old alms-houſe 50 0 © 
| | | MSFT :roe 8 | « Dr, 
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« Dr. John Selleck, late archdeacon of Bath, gave to the ſame 50 © 0 

« Dr. Richard Buſby gave to the ſame alms-houſe — 10 0 0 


« Mr. Auguſtine Jeffryes gave lands to the value of about nine pounds by the year, 
to be diſtributed by the mayor and three of the ſenior maſters, to eight poor burgeſſes 
or other poor houſeholders of this city. 


Robert Kingman, of Sutton-Montague, gent. by his will left to the poor of this 


pariſh, 20l. the intereſt thereof to be given yearly at Eaſter, to ſuch as receive no 
weekly pay. 


« William Weſtly, of Wells, eſq; gave an engine to this city to be uſed in caſe of 
fire. As alſo a filver chalice and paten double guilt, weighing 2502. 10dwts. A 
Common-Prayer book, two damaſk napkins, and a box to be kept by the vicar of St. 
Cuthbert's for the more decent adminiſtration of the Holy Sacrament to ſick perſons 
that cannot attend the publick ſervice; and alſo twelve buckets. 


ce Arthur Baron, of the city of London, gent, gave 200l. to purchaſe lands or houſes 
for the uſe and benefit of the poor of this city for ever. 


ce Alexander Baron, of the city of London, gent. gave 100l. to purchaſe land, the 


rent thereof to be laid out in bread, and "_ to the poor of this pariſh the firſt Sunday 
in every month. 


Dr. Ralph Bathurſt, late dean of Wells, gave by his laſt will to the old alms-houſe 
another gol. 


Mr. Archibald Harper gave zool. to purchaſe lands for the maintenance of five 
poor decayed wool-combers of this city; and alſo a convenient houſe and garden for 
their perpetual uſe and reſidence. 


« Mr. William Brittin, of Eaſt-Wells, gave 121. per annum lying in South-Brent, 


| and other lands in reverſion lying in Eaſt-Wells; 41. to be given to the city of Wells in 


bread, and 31. to the out-pariſh, every Chriſtmas-eve for ever; and the remainder to 
the poor of the out-pariſh, as his truſtees ſhall think fit. All worth $ool.” 


The learned and pious Biſhop Bull, of whom ſee page 1 52 of this volume, was born 
in Wells March 25, 1634. | 
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BINEGAR, or BENACRE. 


MONG the ancient poſſeſſions of the church of Wells, recited in the charter of 
A King Edward the Confeſſor, are the vills of Bezenhangpa, and Ppbece Cinice; , 
the former of which names is preſerved in the pariſh of Binegar, ſituated on the northern 
ſide of the Mendip-hills, five miles northeaſt from the city of Wells, fourteen ſouth 
from Bath, and four north from Shepton-Mallet, The latter name is retained in the 
tithing of WHiTCHURCH, which is a prebend in the cathedral church of Wells, 


The greateſt part of the houſes which conſtitute the pariſh are ſituated in a hamlet 
called GouRNAY-SLADE, in a romantick valley in the road from Shepton to Bath. 


There is not any thing that renders this pariſh remarkable except a very large fair, 
laſting the whole of Whitſun-week, for cattle, woollen-cloth, and toys. It was anciently 
held in the High-ſtreet at Wells; but in the laſt century, when the plague prevailed 


in that city to the interruption of its commerce, it was removed to Binegar, and there 
has ever ſince continued. | 


The manor formerly belonged to the family of Hippeſley ;* but now it is the property 
of Edward Willes, eſq. 


The prebend of Whitchurch was valued in 1292 at twelve marks; the benefice at 


ſeven marks.“ It is rectorial, and a peculiar in the deanery of Frome; the Rev. James 
Tuſon is the preſent incumbent. | 


The church, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, is a ſmall building of one pace, with a 
tower at the weſt end, in which hang three bells. , 


* Eſc, d Taxat. Spiritual. 
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D I N VX. 


1 * pariſh, anciently written Denpenn, and ſo originally denominated from its 
ſituation in a deep Den or valley, between two rhyns, or ridges of hills, lies on 


— ſouth ſide of Mendip, two miles eaſtward from Wells, and four weſtward from 
epton. 


There is a ſmall hamlet called Cx apxtzr, a mile northeaſtward from the church. 


The manor of Dinder was for ſeveral centuries held by the family of Rodney of 
Rodney-Stoke, under the biſhoprick of Bath and Wells. 20 Edw. II. Richard de 
Rodney died ſeized of it; the reſerved rents being then ſurveyed at 131, per annum. 


* MS. Carew. Eſc, &c. 
| In 


Wells: Forum.] 71 00. 413 
In the time of Queen Elizabeth, Sir Maurice Rodney, being lord of this manor, ſettled 
the ſame, with divers others in this county, on his ſon George Rodney, eſq; in mar- 
riage with Anne the daughter of Matthew Smyth, eſq.; but ſoon after this ſettlement, 
a claim was entered to the eſtate by Rice Davis, who had married Dorothy, one of the 
daughters of the ſaid Sir Maurice; and he at length for a certain conſideration releaſed 
all his right therein to Sir Edward Rodney, and to Henry Trenchard, eſq; huſband of 
Jone another of Sir Maurice's daughters; who ſoon after fold the manor of Dinder to 
Mr. Hickes, from whom it deſcended to Robert Hickes, eſq; whoſe daughter brought 
it in marriage to the Hon. George Somerville, father of the Rev. William Somerville 
the preſent owner. His arms are thoſe of the Right Hon. Lord Somerville, viz. Azure, 
three mullets or 2 and 1, between ſeven croſs-croſlets fitchẽe argent 3, 1, 2 and 1. 


Before the Reformation, ſome lands called Atkins's-Lands, of about twenty acres, 
with a poor-houſe of a few tenements, were left to the pariſh ad utilitatem eccigſiæ, and 


for ſuch other purpoſes as ſhould be moſt agreeable to the majority of the pariſhioners 
of Dinder.* 


The church of Dinder is a prebend belonging to the cathedral of Wells, and was in 
the year 1292 valued at fix marks. The living is a rectory and peculiar in the deanery 
of Cary, The Rev. John Jenkins is the preſent incumbent. | 


The church is dedicated to All-Saints, and conſiſts of a nave, hier, and north 


aile, covered with lead. At the weſt end is a tower ſixty feet high, containing a clock 
and five bells. 


On the north fide of the aile is a mural monument of marble, inſcribed to the me- 


mory of Mark Somerville, eſq; lieutenant of his W ſhip the Rocheſter, who loft 
bis life in St. en Bay, Sept. 11, 1758. 


d Ex Ao © Carew ut ſupra, * From the information of the Rev. Mr. Somerville, 
| * Taxat. Spiritual, 
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(Called by the Britons Euretre, by the Saxons voce uc, and by the Normans 
Evrecriz, all of uncertain etymology,) 


'S a pariſh ſituated 1n a low flat of ſeveral miles extent, in a disjointed part of the 


hundred, between the towns of Shepton-Mallet and Brewton, and is divided into 
the following hamlets, viz. 


1, CHESTERBLADE, in which is a ſmall chapel a e to St. Mary, ſtanding on a 
| knowl under Small-Down Hill, a lofty eminence two miles eaſtward from the church, 
on the ſummit of which is a Roman encampment. 


2. STONEY-STRATTON, eaſtward. 


3. Bacnury, 


e EVERCREECH [lells-Forum, 


3. BacBuy, weſtward. 
4. SOUTHWOOD. Here is a large common, and near the hamlet a ng frongly 


impregnated with ſalt. 


5. PecxinG-MiLL. 


The ſoil is rocky and full of ſprings, and the land chiefly paſture and meadow. The 
number of inhabitants is about nine hundred. 


The manor of Evercreech is thus recorded in the Domeſday 8 


« The ſame Biſhop [of Wells] holds Evzzcriz. He alſo held it in the time of 
te King Edward, and gelded for twenty hides. The arable is twenty carucates. Thereof 
ce are in demeſne three hides, and there are three carucates, and fix ſervants,” and three 
ce yillanes, and ten cottagers, with two ploughs. There is a mill of ſeven ſhillings and 
ce ſix- pence rent, and ſixty acres of meadow, and two hundred acres of pefiure.. Wood 
ce one mile long, and one furlong broad. It is worth ten pounds. 


Of the ſame land of this manor . holds of the Biſhop ſeven hides.”- Macharius 
ce one hide and a half. Ildebert one hide. In demeſne are four carucates, and four 


< ſervants, and five villanes, and four cottagers n two ne ee ans it is 
« worth one hundred and ten ſhillings. 


Of the ſame land a prieſt and two other Engliſhmen hold five hides and one . 


ce land. It is worth four pounds.“ 


41 Henry III. the Biſhop had —— granted him in this manor of üeielechi 1 
and in 1293 the temporalities of that ſee here were rated at 20l. It continued in the 
biſhoprick till 2 Edw. VI. when Biſhop Barlow parted with it to the Duke of Somerſet, 
in the ſchedule of whoſe eſtates it is valued at 451. 198. 1d. per annum.“ It was after- 


wards the Lord Grey's; but has ſince been ſold off in parcels to the tenants. There 
are upwards of ſixty freeholders. 


The old park of the Biſhops called Evercreech-park, is ſituated at the ſouthweſt ex- 
tremity of the pariſh, bordering on the pariſhes of Ditchet and Eaſt-Pennard. It 
was formerly empaled, but is now divided. In the centre of the eſtate, and nearly 
on the ſite of an old court-houſe erected by Ralph de Salopia, and ruinated in the time 
of Henry VII. is a large ſtrong manſion, built in 1613 by Sir Ralph Hopton, after- 
wards created Lord Hopton, baron of Stratton in Cornwall. The houſe has under- 
gone little or no alteration, but appears as originally fitted up. There is a large hall 
divided from the entrance by a handſome ſcreen, which is ornamented with the device 
of Hopton, viz. hops iſſuing from a tun; and the arms of Hopton, Wyndham, Mal- 
travers, Mompeſſon, Throgmorton, and other families. The dining: room over it is 
decorated in the ſame manner. At the top of the houſe there is a gallery running the 
whole length of the building, apparently intended for a banqueting- room. During the 
uſurpation this eſtate was confiſcated for Sir Ralph Hopton's ſuppoſed treaſons, and 
was ſold in 1653, by the commiſſioners appointed by parliament to ſell forfeited eſtates, 
to John Caryll and John Trethery, who ſold it four years after to Richard Newman, 


„Lib. Domeſday. Cart. 41 Hen. III. m. 5. * Taxat, Temporal. Ms. Valor. 
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eſq; in whoſe family it remained till the year 17785 when it was purchaſe by Thomas 
Sampſon, eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor. 


The manors of SroxkVY-STRAT TON, and 8 were long held under the uy | 
of Glaſtonbury by the family of Stawel. e 


The church of Evercreech, with the durch or chapel of Chetterblade, was daily 
appropriated to the priory or hoſpital of St. John the Baptiſt in” the city of Wells. A 
vicarage was appointed by Biſhop Joceline, to conſiſt as follows, viz. in all oblations 
and obventions of the altarage as well of the mother-church, as of the chapels belong. 
ing thereto, and in the reſidue of St. Peter's-pence throughout the pariſh; in the tithes 
of mills, an in all legacies, and in all ſmall-tithes, except the tithes of the prior and 
brethren of the hoſpital of St. John the Baptiſt in Wells, and except all the tithes of 
wool, lambs, and cheeſe, of the ſaid pariſh, which by right belonged to the ſaid prior 
and brethren. The ſaid prior and brethren to allow the vicar- fix pounds of filver 
yearly, and the vicar to have a houſe on the ſouth ſide of the church, formerly inha- 
bited by the chaplains, to ſerve; the ſaid church in perſon, aſſiſted by a proper clerk; 
and to have a chaplain to perform maſs in the. PP of Fas m— Tang 
and Friday throughout the year. 00 Þ 


In augmentation whereof it was ardaliie by. Biſhop Beckinighon, tia the vicar, in 
lieu of the ſix pounds of ſilver above-mentioned, ſhould have the tithes of cheeſe of the 
whole pariſh, and the tithes of wool and lambs of the villages or hamlets of Cheſterblade, 
Stoney-Stratton, Southwood, and Bagbury, excepting | thoſe of the flock of the Biſhop 
and his ſucceflors, which were appropriated to the prior and his brethren. The vicar, 
alſo to have the tithes of garb and hay of the lands ſituated on the eaſt fide of a 
way called Brodeſtrete; as alſo the tithes of Cheſterblade, Stoney-Stratton, and 
Southwood, excepting thoſe of a, place called Smaldon,. which were made the pro- 
perty of the prior and brethren of St. John's hoſpital aforeſaid. Provided nevertheleſs, 
that if- the portions thus aſſigned ſhould hereafter communibus annis exceed the ſum 


of twenty marks, then the ſaid augmentation ſhould be forthwith void and of no effect. 
Dat. 10 Oct. 1463. 


A. D. 1292, this church was valued at nine marks.“ It is à vicirage and peculiar 


in the deanery of Cary, and in the gift of John nn eſq.- The Rev. _ J enkins 
is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. deres is a large and very handſome edifice, 
compoſed of a nave, chancel, and two fide ailes. At the weſt end is a very fine tower 
of admirable. maſonry, one hundred and thirty feet high, ornamented with Gothick 


ſculpture, and terminated with twenty-eight Fant: b This tower has a 
clock and ſix bells. TIT? 2 | = 


On the north ide of the chancel ; isa mural, monument of 1 to > the memory of 
Mary wife of William Rodbard, .efq; who died. Aug. 18, 1756; the Rev. William 


Rodbard, vicar of this, pariſh, who died Jan, 19, 1777; and Harry Rodbard, eſq; who 
died lane 19,779. Aus, Quarterly, firſt and _ er, a chevron between thee 


- + Bec” 12 ' "Excerpt, e Regitt. Wellen. et Sten, 6 557 ; 
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bulls /able, attired argent; Rodbard. Second and third, azure, a lion rampant or; 
Cozens. There are alſo ſeveral memorials to the family of Hayes, TOE and Barker, 


BENEFACTIONS. 


gave a houſe, orchard, and backfide, lying in 1 ſour aeres of 


paſture called Poor-houſe Cloſe; and five acres of arable called Church- land,; for the 
uſe of the church for ever. | 


. 
of the officers. 


« Thomas Dymock, late of Stratton, gave three books of 'martyrs, and the profits 
of 51. to the ſecond poor. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Dymock, relict of the late Thomas Dymock, of Stratton, gave a 
filver flagon in her life-time for the uſe of the Holy Sacrament. 


« Mrs. Suſannah Hayward, relict of the late John Hayward, of Bagbery, gent. gave 
a ſilver flagon in her life-time for the aforeſaid uſe ; and alſo after her deceaſe 1001. to 
purchaſe lands for the education of four poor male children to read and write, and each 
a coat at Chriſtmas, and books, as expreſſed and directed in her will. dee 108. 
out of the ſaid profits unto five poor aged men. 


« Mrs. Ann Wood gave a filver falver for the uſe of the ſatrarnent. MJ 4 


The old rectorial houſe, which ſtood at one ſide of the church-yard, has long 8 
been demoliſhed; the ſite thereof, together with the great tithes, was in 1777 pur- 
chaſed * William Rodbard, . 


cc 


Duck, gore 60, the prof hereof z the ſecond poor are diſcretion 
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- IES under the northeaſt brow of Mendip, four miles diſtant from Wells, in a 


beautiful winding valley, encircled with high grounds, and d wooded, watered, 
and cultivated, 


There is a hamlet called SnERBORNE, which owes its ne to 5 clearneſs of the 
bourn on which it is ſituated, 


By the Saxons this territory was . piyrrun; but at the coming in of the 
Normans it was written Litune; and it is recorded i in Domeſday-book, that 


« The canons of St. Andrew themſelves hold Liruxnz. They alſo held it in the 
« time of King Edward, and gelded for eight hides and a half. The arable is ſeven 
« carucates. Thereof are in demeſne fix hides and a half, and there are two carucates 
and ſix ſervants, and eight villanes, and ſeven cottagers, with four ploughs. There 
« are three mills rendering ten ſhillings, and ſixty acres of meadow, and one thouſand 
* acres of paſture, and three furlongs of wood in length and breadth, It is worth one 
oc hundred ſhillings, we.” : 

* Lib, Domeſday. The 
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The manor ſtill continues in the church. In 1292 the preend was valued at 
ten marks. 
The living is a rectory and — in che deanery of Frome; the Rev. Hugh 
Lewis is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary. It is a ſmall but handſome ſtructure, conſiſt- 
ing of a nave, chancel, and ſouth aile, with a ſmall chapel at the eaſt end of it. At 
the weſtern ONT of the nave is a well-built-tower containing five bells. 


* Taxat. Spiritual. 
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8 pleaſantly ſituated under the ſouthern ridge of Mendip, four miles weſt from Wells, 
and in the road thence to Axbridge. The lands are moſtly paſture. The river 
Ax divides this pariſh from Wookey and Wedmore. Here is a large decoy pool. 


This place was called by the Saxons Vercbiprg, a name which ir obtained from its 
weſterly ſituation from the city of Wells: in the Norman * it is ſtiled Meſtberie, 
and thus deſcribed: 


« The ſame Biſhop holds WzsTBzR1z. He alſo held it in the time of King Edward, 
te and gelded for fix hides. The arable is eight carucates. Thereof are in demeſne 
ce three hides, and there are two carucates, and two ſervants, and fix villanes, and ten 
tc cottagers, with five ploughs. There are thirty acres of meadow, and wood one mile. 
* Jong, and two furlongs broad. It is worth eight pounds,” 


The Biſhop of Bath and Wells is ſtill lord of this manor. 


The church, valued in 1292 at ſeven marks,* was in the time of King Stephen 
appropriated by Robert biſhop of this ſee to the monaſtery of Brewton.* It is a vica- 


rage and peculiar in the deanery of Axbridge, and in the patronage of the Biſhop. 
The Rev. James Tuſon is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Laurence, and is.a ſmall building compoſed of a nave, 
chancel, ſouth aile, chapel, and tower at the weſt end, in which are a clock and four bells. 


In the chapel, which formerly belonged to the Rodney family, and is now uſed for 
a veſtry- room, is an old mural monument of ſtone, GOT 6: 6 en 
Rodney, eſq; who died Oct. 25, 1586. 


* Lib. Domeſday, > Taxat, Spiritual, Archer. 
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HIS pariſh is ſituated in a ſmall concavity on the top of Mendip, four miles weſt 
from Wells, and ſeven eaſt from Axbridge. The lands are almoſt wholly 
Paſture, and many of them good, although, from the height and bleakneſs of the ſitu- 
ation, their produce is very backward. About a mile toward the ſoutheaſt a ſpring 
iſſues from the old pits of lead and lapis-calaminaris, and forms a rivulet, which in its 
way dividing this pariſh from Wells, about a quarter of a mile from the church, loſes 
itſelf under ground in an old mooriſh pond. 


A large fair for horſes, ſheep, and horned cattle, is held here the 21ſt of Auguſt, 


This place was at and before the Conqueſt parcel of the manor of Weſtbury, being 
of the ancient poſſeſſions of the ſee of Wells; but in after-times there ſeem to have been 
other manors in the pariſh, one of which was held by the abbey of Briwerne in the 
county of Oxford, the abbot whereof had 39 Edw, III. a charter of free-warren in all 
his lands here and in Harptree;* both which manors were given to that monaſtery by 
William the ſon of William, and grandſon of John de rad 1 Eliz. a manor 
called Pxip was granted to Peter Carew.“ 


Priddy is a chapel to Weſtbury. The church is dedicated to St. Laurence, and © con- 
ſiſts of a nave, ſide ailes, chancel, and tower at the weft end containing three bells. 


John Plummer, of the pariſh of Weſt-Harptree, by his will dated Sept. 2), 1725, 
deviſed a copyhold tenement in that pariſh ; one half to the uſe of the poor of Priddy, the 
other half to the uſe of the poor of Weſt-Harptree, who do not receive any weekly pay. 


Cart. 39 Edw. III. n. 1. Mon. Angl. i. 835. + Strachey's Lil. 


W O R © Y 

J'S a large and extenſive pariſh lying on the weſtern ſide of St. Cuthbert's in Wells, 
from which the village of its name is two miles diſtant. The country which en- 
virons it is a rich champaign, fenced on the north and eaſt by the lofty ridge of Mendip, 
and having a pleaſing variety of ſurface, adorned with wood, and plentifully watered by 
a clear copious rivulet, which turns ſeveral mills at a ſmall diſtance from its ſource. 
This ſource is fome way under the great maſs of Mendip; but it firſt emerges at a very 

remarkable cavern, called Mootey-Hole, either from the Britiſh Ogof, which ſignifies a 


cave, or from the Saxon Y oc, and Ca, implying's an agitated water; and communicating 
its appellation to the pariſh in general. 


This cavern is ſituated on the ſouth ſide of Mendip, about a mile and a half from the 
village of Wookey. The approach to it is extremely pictureſque, and the ſurrounding 


ſcenery * magnificent. In the ſide of the hill is formed a ſemioval cove or receſs, 
cut 


— 


g 
el 
Lows, 4 4 74+ 

== 2 — 2 — 


3 
5 AI 
1 
ö 
1 
F 
1 
y 
# 


cut transverſely, and about two hundred feet from point to point; the central part is 
nearly two hundred feet high, and is an aſſemblage of vaſt perpendicular rocks, almoſt 

covered with trees, and ſnrubs ſpringing from between their fiſſures. At the extremity 

of this cove, and at the baſe of the cliff, is a natural arch thirty feet in height and forty 
in breadth, from which ruſhes a clear rapid torrent, impetuouſly making its way over a 

rocky channel, fringed with a variety of aquatick plants and moſſes. On one fide of 
this romantick hollow is a rocky terrace which leads to the cavern's mouth; the entrance 

into which is about one third of the height from the bed of the river to the ſummit 
of the rocks from which it iſſues. This entrance is narrow, but ſoon opens into 
a very ſpacious vault, eighty feet in height, the whole roof and ſides of which are 
incruſted with ſparry concretions of whimſical forms, and preſent a grand appearance 
to the ſpectator, who is lit by tapers through this dark ſubterraneous paſſage. From 
the crevices of the roof perpetually diſtil drops of cryſtal water, which by its petrifying 
quality form in ſome parts large projections of ſtrange rude figures; and on the floor 
pyramidical nodules of pelluci ſpar. The paſſage continuing hence leads by a 
deſcent to another vault ſomewhat ſmaller and lower than the former, but fimilarly 
emboſſed with projecting configurations; and beyond this a low, craggy, and irregular 
track opens into an area nearly circular, and about forty yards in diameter, with a 
cylindrical roof. On one ſide of this area is a fine ſandy bottom, and on the other is the 
cold limpid ſtream of Wookey water abovementioned, which here, meeting with the 
rock, intercepts the paſſage, although the cavern is continued a confecterable diſtance 
beyond it. 

The greater part of the floor of this remarkable excavation is rough and dirty, and 
in ſome places encumbered with fallen pieces of the rock; the roof is in ſome parts 
flat, and in others forms vaſt arches much reſembling the operations of art. The rock 
is of a dark liver-colour, veined with ruddy brown, and full of ſpar, part of which 
is of the columnar kind; and there are ſome maſſes of reddiſh coral. From the top 


* William of Worceſter, who wrote ko Travels in hlt parte A: D. 1478, gives us a moſt extraordinary de- 
ſcription of this cavern, to the following effect: 


% Woky-Hole is a certain ftrait paſſage, at the entrance of which is the image of a man, called the porter, of 
whom leave muſt be aſked to enter the hall of Woky ; and the people carry what we call in Engliſh ſheaves of 
reed-ſedge to light the ball, which is as large as Weſtminſter-hall; and there hang pinnacles in the vault won- 
derfully arched in the rock; the diſtance from the gate to the hall is by eftimation half a furlong, and arched 

with pendent ſtones of plain work. And there is a certain broad water between the treſance and the hall, at the 
CO EET AT IE IARC IRETNE 


«© The kitchen apartment before the entranee into the hall is vaulted an unaccountable number of feet in 
breadth, and covered with ſtone. There is an oft for drying malt to make beer, &c. and there is the figure 
of a woman apparelled, with a ſpinning diſtaff under her girdle. 

r about a hundred ber i length, ia man may zo ber ap bn oe. 
$ 

And then the apartment of the parlour follows, which is round, built of huge rocks, about twenty ſteps in 
breadth. In the north part of this parlour is what is called in Engliſh a Holy-bole, or well, arched over, and full 
of fine water, the depth of which has never been aſcertained. 

„„ meg S2 two miles 
off. ——1tin, Willem. ad 288, 

H ; h h 2 of 
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of the rocks over'the outward arch of the cavern, and which bound the cove, the hill 
riſes in naked magnificence, very ſteep, a mile towards the north. 


About half a mile towards the northweſt are Ebor-Rocłs; the paſſage through which 
is half a mile long from north to ſouth, aſcending to the top of Mendip. This chaſm 
exhibits many grand and pictureſque views; being very narrow at its baſe, and the 
rocks on either ſide riſing from fifry to four hundred feet in altitude, many of them 

nearly perpendicular, and in ſeveral parts finely ſhaded by the foliage of ſhrubs grow- 
ing out of the clefts. The bottom of the glen is winding, and almoſt covered with 


looſe grey ſtones and fragments of rocks, which have for ages been EO! n che 
Precipices. 


As the cavern of Wookey i imparts its name to the pariſh at large, ſo does it parti 
cularly to the hamlet of WooxEY- Horx, ſituated on the torrent near its entrance. In 


this hamlet in the time of Henry VIII. was ploughed up 1 large oblong plate of lead, 


which had formerly been affixed to a ſtone or trophy, ſet 11 in all probability on the 


neighbouring hill. It had on it this inſcription: 
TI. CLAVDIVS. CAE 
SAR. AVG. P. M. 
TRIB. P. VIII. IMP. 
XVI. DE. BRITAN.“ 


This no doubt was one of thoſe two trophies which were erefted 1 the 8 


Claudius, to commemorate the final defeat of the Cangi by the Proprætor Oſtorius 


A. P. 49, and affords a proof that if thoſe Belgick fugitives were not finally extirmi- 
nated in theſe parts, yet at leaſt the place in queſtion was known to the Romans, and 


judged of ſufficient conſequence to en the memory of ſuch an event to ſuc- 
ceeding ages. 


Hence alſo it has been concluded Ws the Romans were not unacquainted with the 
produce of the entrails of Mendip, the plate being of lead, an ore which they much va- 
lued and ſought after in the moſt obſcure and diſtant parts of the world; though ſo few 
of their monuments have reached us made with that ſort of metal. Nor is it altogether 
a novel conjecture, that Clemens of Alexandria, a writer of the ſecond century, alludes 
to the cave of Wookey-Hole, in the following paſſage: Al by * rag dgeplas, ur- 
rateitrevo CT ur Bperſ cru vy vob Ti UTOXEijLevoy oper, er 0s T1 rogue Malo a. 
"EpimoiJog x v TY Gvepus 616 To EvTgov, E go H Tolg KAT 04G TE OpuYphalog, 
fed cg XpBopevwy N £ZaxyeoJai. That is, © Hiſtorians affirm that 
there is in the iſland of Britain a cave underneath a mountain with an entrance at the 
top, in which, when the wind beats againſt the ſinuous avenues, are heard the ſounds 


of tuneful cymbals ;”—a kind of ſound not infrequent when the ſouthweſt wind * 


vades theſe hollow receſſes. 
Beſides the hamlet of Wookey-Hole, there are others in this pariſh of leſs note, viz. 
Oar, or Oukx, weſtward from Wookey. 


> Muſgrave Antiquitates Britanno-Belgicæ i. 181. © Ibid. 189. 
; CASTLE; 
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CasTLs, anciently called F ENNY "CASTLE. , Here was a caſtle on a hill, which. in 
William of Worceſter's time was in ruins, and all i its offices and apartments were expoſed 
to view and when Leland viſited this country the veſtiges thereof woe till viſible, 


KarLy-HiLL, anciently Calewe, two miles weſt. 
. TurLicx-Meap,. two miles and a half weſt. 195 

BLapxzy, called by the Saxons Bledenhy 8, three miles 5 

YaRDLEY, or TARTEY, Lyndleg, one mile welt, 

Hix ron, pencun, adjoining to Yardley. 

Of the manor of Wookey there is no diſtinct mention in the Norman ſurvey, 
although it was parcel of the demeſnes of Biſhop Giſo. In 1292 the eſtate here was 
valued at 251. 15s. When the Duke of Somerſet procured it of Biſhop Barlow, its 


- yearly income was ſet down at 431. 148. 7d. The Biſhops had a charter of free- 


warren here, and Joceline de Wells built a chapel in the epiſcopal manſion here, which 
was in thoſe days accounted ſtately. 


Lands in Wookey to the amount of 11. 1 55. per annum belonged to the monaſtery 
of Witham, and were ſold June 2, 1557, to John Waldram for 521. 10s.* 


The benefice of Wookey is appropriated to the ſubdeanry of Wells, which ſub- 
deanry was in 1292 valued at thirty marks. It is a vicarage and peculiar in the deanry 
of Axbridge. The Rev. William Keate is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Matthew, and. is a neat ſtructure, a, of a nave, 


chancel, north and ſouth ailes, with a tower at the well. end f. flanked with a ſmall turret, 
and containing five bells. | 1 | 


On the ſouth ſide of the chancel is a lags ſtone OM I the memory of Thomas 
and Anthony Clarke, eſqrs, with theſe arms: 1. Three arrows in feſſe. 2. Two bars, in 
chief three eſcallops, Clarke. - 3. Both coats impaled. 4. Clarke, impaling, Quar- 


terly, firſt and fourth, a feſſe between two mullets in chief, and a creſcent in baſe; ſecond 
and third, three arrows in feſſe. 


This pariſh in early times gave name to a family of good account. Philip de Wyky, 
or Woky, had eſtates in this neighbourhood 26 Edw. I.“ Maurice de Woky is ſtiled 


of this place 4 Edw. III.;" and John de Woky 9 Henry IV. bore on his ſeal a chevron 
between three bugle-horns. The name, modified according to the preſent orthography 
of the place, yet exiſts in a reſpectable family, inhabiting this part of England. 


For WezsT-CRANMORE, ſee vol. ii. p. 210. 


Benefactors to the church and pariſh of Wookey. 


« 1561, William Boweman, clerk, ſubdean of Wells, gave 208. to be continually 
lent to four huſbandmen for two years, for the encouragement of —_ 


* Itin, Willelm, de Worceſtre, 292. Itin. ü. 71. Taxat. Temporal. * MS. Valor, 
> Cart, 41 Hen. III. m. 5. | Godwin de Præſulibus. * Harl. MS. 606. | Taxat, Spiritual. 
„ Peramb. foreſt, de Mendip. * Cart. Antiq. o Seals from ancient deeds. 


cc 1600. 
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61600. Mrs. Joan Browning, widow, of this pariſh, gave gol. to bac laid out in 
lands for the uſe of the poor for ever. 


« 1745. Mr. William Council, of Caſtle in this pariſh, gave bi will 20s. for the 
uſe of the poor. 


<« He alſo gave the intereſt of 101. for two ſermons to be Rn. on Raines 
and St, Thomas's-day.“ ITN 


„ WO OO OPS Os. 


S a large tract ſituated on the ſouthweſt fide of the twelve hides of Glaſton, and 
comprehending within its precincts no leſs than twenty-five pariſhes, A long 
and lofty ridge of hill called Poldon, or Paldotun- Hill, runs through it length- 
. _ wiſe from ſoutheaſt to northweſt; and on either ſide its baſe lies a large flat of 
mooriſh country; that on the north being called Burile-Moor, that on the ſouth King's 
Sedgmoor, The road from Glaſtonbury to Bridgwater paſſes along this eminence, and 
commands a very pleaſing proſpect of the ſurrounding country to a great diſtance. 
I ſhall purſue this road-and range of mountain from one extremity to the other; but . 
previouſly it muſt be obſerved, that the abbots of Glaſtonbury were the ancient lords 
of this hundred, and of almoſt all the villages contained within it. 


— —  — — — — 


r 


\N the ſouthern fide of Wearyall-Hill, where the way-worn Joſeph depoſited 


his truſty ſtaff, lies Street, or the rata via from Glaſtonbury to Somerton and 
Ivelchefter. | | 


This is one of the ſeven pariſhes which were ſecluded by King Ina from epiſcopal 
authority, and afterwards by Biſhop Brithelm adjoined to the juriſdiction of Glaſton- 
bury,” to which monaſtery the manor from very ancient times belonged. It is not 
however mentioned in the ſurvey of its eſtates made in the Conqueror's days; but in 
1293 we find the temporalities here rated at 29l. and the abbots had a charter of free- 
_ * Johan, Glaſton. Hiſt, i, gg. ee page 377 of this volume. Taxat. Temporal. a 
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warren in this and in all their other lordſhips in the neighbourhood.* After the diſſo- 

lution the manor was granted by King Edw. VI. to-Edward duke of Somerſet, by 

| whoſe ſchedule it appears to have been of the yearly value of 531. os. 51d.* It was 

| | | afterwards in the family of Dyer, and now belongs to Joſeph Brown, eſq. The court- 
3 | houſe is a large old edifice, now called Street-Farm. 


There are three hamlets in this pariſh, called UppER, PLETE, and LowER LETIOR; 
$ | and under the ſouthern brow of Ivythorn-Hill, in the road to Somerton, is IvyTHORN- 
| Hovss, a large ancient manſion, formerly the habitation of a family of its name. 
17 Edw. III. William de Yvethorne held lands here and in Compton-Dunden;' and 
8 7 Henry VI. Richard Yvethorne was found ſeized of half a knight's fee in Street and 
0 = Ivythorn, which John Yvethorne formerly held there.* From this family the manor of 
1 5 Ivythorn came to that of Marſhall, who bore for their arms, Argent, on a feſſe between 
3 three cheſs-rooks ſable, as many mullets of the field.“ 11 Edw. IV. John Marſhall 
held at his death the manor of Ivethorn, of the abbot of Glaſtonbury, with lands and 
| tenements 1n Stone, Walton, Street, and other neighbouring villages, leaving John 
(4 Marſhall his ſon and heir. There is a ſpot here denominated from this family Marſhalls 
J | Elm, near which was fought a conſiderable ſkirmiſh in the rebellion of the laſt century. 
( | | The church was appropriated to the abbey of Glaſtonbury, and valued in 1292 at 
| 7 5 twenty-five marks, out of which a penſion of three marks per annum was paid to the 
jd | | abbot.* It is a rectory in the juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury, and in the ere * the 
0 | Marquis of Bath; the Rev. William Baily is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a neat ſtructure of one pace, with a tower containing fx bells. 
On a braſs- plate in the chancel is a memorial to Margaret the wife of Thomas 
Dyer, of this-pariſh, gent. ede 1583, en i years. 


Cut. 4 Ed. III. . 87, B18. Vier. EG. Lib. Feod, © 
> Broke's Viſitation of Somerſet. i Eſc. * Taxat. Spiritual, 


w a1 e- 8 N 


IES weſtward from Street, at che very — ay —— of Poldon-Hill, had in 
the road from Glaſtonbury to Bridgwater, Its ſituation, on a old, or woody 
eminence, gave the place 1 its original appellation, | 


The Norman ſurvey recites this territory as follows: 


„The Church itſelf holds WaLrTons. In the time of King Edward it gelded for 
« thirty hides. The arable is forty earucates. Thereof are in demeſne ten hides, and 
e there are four carucates, and four ſervants, and ſeventeen villanes, and twelve cotragers, 
* with eighteen ploughs. There are fifty acres of meadow, paſture ſeven furlongs long, 


« and one furlong broad; wood ſeven furlongs long, and three furlongs broad. It is 
« worth to the abbot fifteen 2 


7 
1 


« Of theſe thirty hides Roger holds of the Abbot five hides in Cox rox, [ Compton- 
cc Dunden.] Walter three hides in ArsstcoTE, [ Aſbcot;] and three hides in PzDzwELLE, 
« [ Pedwell.] They who held them in the time of King Edward could not be ſeparated 
& from the church. In demeſne there are three carucates, and ſix ſervants, and fifteen 
ce yillanes, and twelve cottagers, with eight ploughs. Roger has twenty acres of 
© meadow, and ſix furlongs of wood in length, and one furlong in breadth. Walter 
ce twelve acres of meadow, and forty acres of coppice-wood. Among them it is 


« worth eight pounds. ; 


After the monaſtery of Glaſtonbury was ſuppreſſed, Edward VI. granted the manor of 
Walton to the Duke of Somerſet, who fold it ſoon after to Sir John Thynne, knt. pro- 
genitor of the Marquis of Bath, the preſent owner. In the Duke of Somerſet's ſchedule 
it is valued at the annual ſum of 311. 1s. 10d. beſides 61. 1s. 10d, out of the fees of 
the keeper of the park, and the lodge of Sharpham.* 


The living is a curacy and a chapelry to Street; the church, dedicated to the Holy 


Trinity, conſiſts of only a nave and chancel, between which is a clumſy embattled tower 
containing five bells. 


On the north ſide of the chancel is a mural monument of marble, inſcribed 8 to the. 


memory of Timothy Redman, M. A. ſometime incumbent of this church, who died 
May 4, 1718, aged 66. 
« Lib. Domeſday. » Licence to alienate. © MS. Valor. 
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which we have the following account in the Norman ſurvey : 


« The ſame Roger holds of the abbot, ArsszcoTt; and it belongs to W ALTONE, a 
ce manor of the abbot. In the time of King Edward it gelded for two hides. The 
te arable is three carucates. There are two villanes, and three cottagers, and two ſer- 


« vants, with one plough, and four acres of meadow. 14 was and is worth forty 
« ſhillings.“ 


In the time of Edw. I. one Richard de Chauetone claimed a conſiderable part of 


this village; but not being able to maintain his right, he applied to John de Taunton, 


then abbot of Glaſtonbury, deſiring him to defend his cauſe, and promiſing him a 
moiety of the land in queſtion, with the capital meſſuage, which the abbot, upon his 
* in the ſuit, obtained, and added to the demeſnes of the monaſtery. 


* Lib. Domeſday. Adam. de Domerham Hiſt. ij. 571. 
Vol. III. Til | | 3 Edw. 


EXT to Walton, on the ſame road and tract of hill "2 CAREY lies Aſhcot, of 
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3 Edw. VI. the manor of Aſhcot was veſted in Sir William Poulet lord St. John; 
and 7 Edw. VI. in Sir William Petre, knt.* 3 and 4 Phil. and Mary it was granted 
to Sir John Cheeke, knt. and Mary his wife, and their heirs male.“ It is now moſtly 
diſmembered. 1 

There is a ſmall hamlet about a mile ſouthward from the church, called PD WELL, 
which has on moſt occaſions been involved with the manor of Aſhcot. 


The living is a vicarage in the juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury, and a chapel to Shapwick; 
the lord of which manor is the patron, and the Rev. John Wright the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to All-Saints, ſtands on riſing ground, and is of one 
pace, with a tower at the weſt end containing a clock and five bells. 

Mr. John Hurman of this pariſh, ſometime ſince deceaſed, gave twenty actes of 
land lying in the pariſh to the churchwardens and their ſucceſſors for ever, the pro- 
duce thereof to be laid out in the neceſſary repairs of this church. 


1730. Richard Miles, eſq; born in this pariſh, by his laſt will and teſtament, be- 
queathed to the miniſter, churchwardens, and overſeers, three hundred pounds, to be 
laid ovt in land, the produce thereof to be applicd in the firſt place to keep in repair 
his tomb; and the reſidue to be given to the poor of this pariſh in bread, weekly or 
otherwiſe, as ſhall be judged moſt for their benefit. 


Ter. Sydenham. pat. 3 & 4 Ph. & Mar. p. 42. 
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HIS pariſh is ſituated on the north ſide of Poldon-hill, towards the moors, 
ſeven miles weſt from Glaſtonbury, and eight eaſt from Bridgwater; the turn- 
pike-road betwixt thoſe towns running a mile ſouthward of the village. The lands are 
chiefly paſture, meadow, and moors; and there is a large wood of fine oak timber, called 
Loxley-woed, The moors abound with wild fowl; the gale, or candlebury myrtle, is 
found here in great plenty, growing from a foot to eighteen inches in height, among 
the hills of erica and porella moſſes, which, intermixed with the cranberry plants, afford 


a pleaſing appearance. In 1777 an act paſſed for dividing and incloſing Shapwick- 
Moor, containing near 1020 acres. | 


A. D. 745, one Lulla, who is ſtiled Chriſti Ancilla, or The Handmaid of Chriſt, gave 
this large territory, then written Scabworth, to the monks of Glaſtonbury. 


TL At the Conqueſt it changed its name to Sapefwich, and was thus ſurveyed: 


The Church itſelf holds Sapzswicu. In the time of King Edward it gelded for 
* thirty hides. The arable is forty carucates, Beſides this the abbot has land to the 
| amount 
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© amount of twenty carucates, which never paid geld. There are twelve carucates in 
. yillenage, and elſewhere four carucates in demeſne, and ſix ſervants, and five coli- 
ce berts, and fifteen villanes, and ſixteen bordars. There are ſixty acres of meadow, 
and fixty acres of paſture, and fifty-ſeven acres of coppice-wood. 


Of theſe thirty hides Roger holds of the abbot five hides in SuTone, [ Suton- Mallet] 
ce and five hides in EpwineToNE, | Edington] and five hides in CeeTows, | Chilton] 
ce and five hides in CaLptcore, [ Catcot.} Fourteen thanes held theſe lands in the 
ce time of King Edward, and they could not be ſeparated from the church. There are 
ce in demeſne nine carucates, and eleven ſervants, and nineteen villanes, and twenty- 
© three cottagers, with eight ploughs and a half. There are one hundred acres of 
© meadow wanting one, and thirty-one acres. of coppice-wood. 


« Of the ſame thirty hides Alured holds five hides in HuxLAvix TONE, 2 
e vington] and has there two carucates. There are five ſervants, and twelve villanes, 
te and eight cottagers, with ſix ploughs. 


“Ok the ſame land Warmund holds of the abbot half a hide, and has there one 
© carucate, and four cottagers. It is worth ten ſhillings. 


ce This manor is worth to the abbot twelve pounds; to Roger nineteen pounds; to 
4 Alured ſeven pounds.“ 


In the time of Edw. I. one Sir Walter de Schapewyke held four virgates of land in 
the village of Shapwick, as alſo a piece of arable land, and two hundred acres of 
meadow at WiTHy; which eſtate John de Taunton purchaſed for the uſe of his abbey,* 
and built upon the demeſnes here a large grange for the occaſional reception of the 


abbots, and the tranſaction of publick buſineſs.* In 1293 the temporalities were rated 
at 3ol. 2s. 6d.* 


After the diſſolution of the abbey the manor by purchaſe became the property of 
Thomas Walton, eſq; from whom it came to the family of Rolle, who were deſcended 
from George Rolle, of Steventon in the county of Devon, and it was lately fold by 
Dennis Rolle, eſq; to George Templar, eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor. 


Upon the ſite of the old court-houſe of abbot John de Taunton, Judge Rolle, about 
the year 1630, erected a large and handſome manſion, which, with ſome uſeful altera- 
tions and elegant improvements, is the preſent manerial ſeat. 


The rectorial manor is the property of Mrs. Strangways. 


The church of Shapwick cum Aſhcot was appropriated to the abbey of Glaſtonbury, 
and was valued in 1292 at twenty-three marks. The facriſt had out of it an annual 
penſion of twenty ſhillings. It was one of the ſeven. exempt churches, and is now a 
vicarage in the juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury; the patronage is appendant to the manor, 
and the Rev. John Wright is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and conſiſts of a nave and 
chancel, and between both a large tower containing five bells. 


Lib. Domeſday. Adam. de Domerham. Hiſt. ii. 568. * Ibid. 571. 
* Taxat. Temporal. 111 f Taxat. Spiritual. 1 
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Bull, who died June 12, 1751. 
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In the chancel are memorials to William Bull, of Shapwick, eſq; juſtice of the 
peace in the time of Charles I. and II. who died Sept. 22, 1676. And Jane his wife, 
eldeſt daughter and coheir of Henry Southworth, of the city of Wells, eſq; who died 
March 30, 1657.—To Henry Bull, ſon of Henry Bull, eſq; who died Aug. 8, 1695.— 
To Henry Bull, eſq; juſtice of the peace, who died Jan. 28, 1691. And Elizabeth his 
wife, who died June 11, 1726.—And to Henry Bull, eſq; ſon of William and Joanna 
Arms, Or, three bulls' heads caboſſed gules. 


There is alſo a plain monument to the memory of Thomas Strangways, of 8 
wick, eſq; ſecond ſon of Giles Strangways, of Charlton-Adam in this county, eſq; who 


died Oct. 3, 1766, aged 51; and alſo of Maria Strangways, his eldeſt daughter by 
Elizabeth his wife, who died Aug. 26, 1779, aged 31. 


« Henry Smith, eſq; by his deed dated Jan. 26, 1604, gave lands lying at Stoughton 
in Leiceſterſhire, for the benefit of the poor of this pariſh; the rents and profits whereof 
are for ever to be diſpoſed of by the miniſter, churchwardens, and overſeers for the time 
being, in ſuch a manner as that a ſtock may be provided to ſet ſuch of the ſaid poor 
perſons to work as are able to labour, and bind their children apprentice at the age of 
fifteen years; and alſo to clothe the ſaid poor perſons with cloth of one colour, whereon 
is to be ſome badge denoting the gift of the donor; or elſe in bread, fleſh, or fiſh, to be 


diſtributed every ſabbath-day * in this place, as the ſaid deed more largely 
ſets forth. 


ꝛĩeff TON 


IES oppoſite Shapwick, under the ſouthern ridge of Poldon-hill, open to the moors 
on the ſouth and ſouthweſt, over which there is a fine and extenſive proſpect. 


This manor alſo belonged to the monks of Glaſtonbury, and is thus ſurveyed: 


« Girard holds of the Abbot, GrainTones. Ulmer held it in the time of King 
“ Edward, and gelded for two hides and a half. The arable is two carucates and a 
te half. In demeſne is one carucate, and five ſervants, and two cottagers, and two coli- 
ce berts, with one plough. There are twenty acres of * and three acres of wood. 


ee Tt is and was worth fifty ſnillings.“ 


In the time of Henry III. Roger le Tok held this manor of the abbey of Glaſtonbury." 
In 1293 it was valued at 7l. 2s. 3d.* 37 Hen. VIII. the manor, together with its 
appertenances and the advowſon of the re&ory and pariſh church of Greinton, was 
held by Thomas Dyer;* but afterwards came to the crown, and was ſol! by James I. 
in 1610 to Sir Peter Van Lore, who conveyed it to Mr. Philip Watts of Bridgwater, in 


* Lib. Domeſday. — Adam. de Domerham. Hiſt. ii. 570. * Taxat, Temporal, 


* Pat. 37 Hen, VIII. p. 4. | ; 
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which name and family it continued till brought in marriage by an heireſs to James 

Moore, eſq; at whoſe death it was divided into a number of ſhares, and no court has 

lately been held. The whole pariſh is rented at 630l. a year, and there are about 860 
computed acres. The number of houſes is twenty-five. 


The benefice was rated in 1292 at ſeven marks.“ It is a reQory in the deanery 
of Pawlet; the patronage was formerly in the monks of Glaſtonbury, and is ſtill appen- 
dant to the manor; the Rev. John Brice is the preſent incumbent. a 


The church is dedicated to St. Michael, and is a neat ſtructure of one pace, having a 


tower at the weſt end, in which hang four bells. | 
| * Taxat. Spiritual. 
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EST WARD from Greinton, in a cove on the ſame ſide of Poldon-hill, which 

here riſes precipitouſly, ſtands Moorlinch, anciently written Merlinge, Merlinch, 
and Marilinch. The ſoil of this part is moſtly a red hard loam; and the lands are 
about half arable. A ſpring riſes eaſtward from the church, and forms a brook, which 
empties itſelf into the river at Weſton-Zoyland. Here was formerly a fair for cattle, 
held the 2oth of Auguſt, but dropt about the year 1750. This pariſh contains thirty- 
three houſes, | 


The manor, although it was from a very early date a parcel of the Glaſtonbury poſ- 
ſeſſions, is not recited in the Norman ſurvey. There was a cell here belonging to the 
abbots of that monaſtery; and it was one of the ſeven churches which the monks per- 
ſonally ſupplied; the other churches were, Sutton, Edington, Greinton, Stawel, Catcot, 

and Chilton, which were with this of Moorlinch emphatically ſtiled the Seven Siſters. 


In 1292 this church, with the chapels of Catcot, Chilton, Edington, and Sutton, was 


valued at thirty-one marks; and the ſacriſt of Glaſtonbury had a penſion from it of 


ſeven marks and a half. It is a vicarage in the juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury ; the pa- 
tronage as well as the manor was formerly veſted in the family of Floyer, but of late 
years in that of Rolle; the Rev. Edward Rolle is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary, is of one pace, and has an embattled tower at 
the weſt end, containing ſix large bells. 


In the north window, behind the pulpit, is an ancient tomb, whereon hes the effigy 


of a man much mutilated. 


The ſum of twenty ſhillings a year is paid out of an eſtate here given by Mrs. Dodd, 
and eleven ſhillings and eight-pence more, to the ſecond poor annually. 
* Johan, Glaſton, Ad. de Domerham. paſſim. d Taxat, Spiritual. © Ibid. 
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SUTTON-MALL ET. 


T 85 pariſh is ſituated a little to the weſt of Moorlinch, upon the ſkirts of Ki 
Sedgmoor, on which it has a right of common. The lands are incloſed, . 
and moſtly arable, and the number of houſes is about twenty, moſt of which are farms, 


This manor was at the time of the Conqueſt part of the thirty hides of Shapwick. 
It had the name of Sutton from its ſoutherly ſituation in reſpect of ſome other vills, 
and that of Mallet, or, as it is more properly written, Malet, from its ancient owners 
the Malets, who were, tenants here under the abbey of Glaſtonbury. Of this family 
ample notice has been taken in the account of Enmore,* where they principally reſided; 
but here they had alſo ſometime their ſeat, as appears from the date of divers deeds 
and documents under their hands and ſeal. 16 Henry VI. Hugh Malet, of Sutton- 
Malet, bore a chevron between three roundels.* In the inquiſition taken after the deceaſe 
of William Malet, eſq; Oct. 26, 2 Henry VIII. it was found that he held this manor 
of Sir Giles Strangways, knt.* From him it deſcended to Sir John Malet, knt. whoſe 
only daughter and heir Elizabeth brought it to John earl of Rocheſter, by whoſe 
youngeſt daughter and coheireſs it came to Lord Viſcount Liſburn, whoſe ſon in the year 
1720 ſold it, with the manor of Currypole in the pariſh of Charlinch, to Robert Knight, 
eſq; caſhier of the South-Sea Company; whoſe eſtates were ſeized, with thoſe of the di- 
rectors who had been guilty of carrying on a notorious ſcheme to the ruin of great 
numbers of adventurers in that corporation, and by virtue of an act of parliament made 
7 Geo. I. ſold for the benefit of the ſufferers by their pernicious practices. This manor 
was purchaſed by Robert Knight, eſq; ſon of the ſaid Robert Knight,” and now be- 
longs to Richard Reynolds, eſq. 


The living is a curacy in the juriſdiction of abi ; and the Rev. John Jeremy 
is the preſent patron and incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall ſtructure of one pace, with a low tower containing three bells, 
Vol. I. p. % = Seals from ancient deeds, =* Coles's Ele. 4 MS, Carew, 
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Orthward from Sutton, towards Poldon, ſtands Stawel, 'about a mile from the 
high road from Glaſtonbury to Bridgwater. Of this manor it is recorded, that 


« Godeſcal holds of the Abbot [of Glaſtonbury] STawzLLs. Alward held it in the 
te time of King Edward, and gelded for two hides and a half. The arable is two 
ce carucates and a half. In demeſne is one carucate, and three ſervants, and three cot- 


te tagers, with one plough, and twenty acres of meadow. It is worth forty ſhillings; 
ce when he received it, five ſhillings. | 


This little place, conſiſting only of twenty-three houſes, was ſoon after the Conqueſt 
of ſufficient importance to give name and title to a great family, progenitors of the 
Barons Stawel, whoſe family ſtill exiſts in the perſon of Henry Stawel Bilſon Legge 
lord Stawel.* In the time of Henry III. Sir Gefferey de Stawel had his chief ſeat in 
this village. Of him there is ſtill extant a memorable document, wherein he acknow- 
ledges, that whereas Robert Pedertoh, lord abbot of Glaſtonbury, had upon his peti- 
tion, and on account of the diſtance of the places, and badneſs of the roads, given per- 


miſſion for the firſt-born ſon of Bardolf de Ceſtreton, and Joan his wife, (daughter of 


the ſaid Gefferey) who was born at his houſe in Stawel, to be baptized in the chapel 
there ſubje& to the mother church of Moorlinch; neither he nor his heirs can nor will 
claim by virtue of that favour any right hereafter to withhold children, either born at 


his own houſe or in any part of the village of Stawel, from baptiſm in the mother- 
church of Moorlinch, unleſs the abbot and his ſucceſſors ſhould at any time grant a 


fimilar favour. This deed bears date Friday after the feaſt of St. Catherine; A. D. 
1270. The manor of Stawel continued in this Sir Gefferey's deſcendants till the 
death of John lord Stawel in 1692, ſoon after which it was fold, and is now the pro- 
perty of the family of Goodwin. 

By the inquiſition taken after the death of Sir John Stawel, knt. Aug. 17, 3 Jae. 
it appears that this manor was then held of Sir Edward Dyer, knt. as of his manor of 
Weſton, by knight's ſervice.* f 

The living is a curacy in the juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury. The Rev. John Jeremy 
is patron and incumbent. ' 

The church is a ſmall building, ſeventy feet long and eighteen wide, with a low 
tower at the weſt end containing one bell. 


Lib. Domeſday. 8 Of this family ſee p. 249 of this val. 
* Regiſt, Abbat. Glaſton. « Coles's Eſc. 
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Anciently called CAL pRcOT E, and CADECOTE. 


HIS pariſh lies on the weſt ſide of Shapwick, in the moors northward from Poldon 
Hill. Part of it is diſpoſed in a hamlet called Catcot-Burtle, from a moor of 

that denomination. The manor was part of the thirty hides of Shapwick, and was 
held of the abbot in demeſne by Roger de Curcelle.* 5 Henry IV. Walter de 
Cadecote held one knight's fee in Cadecote. In the time of Phil. and Mary the 
farm of Catcot was held by the family of StaweL* 16 Eliz. lands here belonged to 
Robert Dodington, eſq.“ 41 Eliz. Sir Henry Newton held the manor of Charles 
Waldegrave, as of his manor of Edington, by fealty and one red roſe yearly.* It is 


now the property of Sir John Henniker, bart. who purchaſed it of the late Duke 
of Chandos. 


In this pariſh are ſixty- ſeven houſes, and three hundred and ſixty inhabitants. Here 
are five hundred acres of turf moor, 


The living is a curacy in the juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury, and in the giſt of Sir J ohn 
Henniker. The Rev. John Brice is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall ſtructure of one pace, having a tower at the welt end, in 
which hang two bells. 


Here was a chantry, the laſt incumbent of which, Richard Hodſon, had in 15 * a 
a penſion of 3l. 128. 13 Feb. 1 Mary, there was a decree in the Star- chamber be- 
tween Richard Hygden, chaplain of Catcot, and William Cooke of the ſaid village, 
whereby it was determined that Catcot was not a free chapel or chantry within the 
ſtatute, but a chapel of eaſe, and that the chaplain and his ſucceſſors ſhould enjoy the 
faid chapel and church-yard, with all the tithes, commodities, oblations, &c. in as large 
and ample a manner as any of his predeceſſors had enjoyed the ſame before the making 
of the ſtatute of chantries; and it was further ordered, that the ſaid chapel, with bell, 
font, windows, doors, and ſeats, ſhould be reedified by the ſaid Cooke in as good a 
ſtate as it was when he pulled it down, and that he ſhould reſtore the ornaments be- 
longing to it, or the value of them adjudged by the court; and alſo that he the ſaid 
Cooke ſhould bring into that court a pretended leaſe of tithes of the ſaid chapel, which 


he had obtained out of the court of NT MDT: and that the ſaid leaſe ſhould be 
cancelled.* 


* See page 427. Lib. Feod. e Ter. Sydenham. * Ibid. * MS, Carew. 
e 1 Willis's Hiſt. of Abbies, ii. 201. 8 Harl. Ms. 6967. 
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IEs ſtill weſtward on the edge of the moors under the north brow of Poldon, and 

is divided from the pariſh of Mark by the river Brew, running from Glaſtonbury 

to Burnham and the Channel. Upon this river is a hamlet in the moor called Edingion- 
Burtle. A little below the church there is a perpetual ſpring, which contains ſulphur 
and ſteel, and ſtains ſilver yellow in two hours. Againſt the change of weather it 
ſmells like the foul barrel of a gun. It is very cold, leaves a white cruſt on the bodies 
it paſſes over, and has been found efficacious in ſcorbutick cafes. In this pariſh ſeveral 
Roman antiquities have been diſcovered, particularly a teſſelated pavement, and near 
it a number of clay moulds for caſting coins, having the impreſſions of Severus and 
Caracalla, and their empreſſes Julia and Plautilla. Some of theſe moulds are lodged 


in the Aſhmolean muſeum in Oxford. A Roman road traverſed theſe parts through 
the moors towards Axbridge. 


This place was anciently denominated Edwinetone, a name which it ſeems to have 
derived from ſome Saxon poſſeſſor. At the Conqueſt it was part of Shapwick, and 
conſiſted of five hides held by Roger de Curcelle. In the time of Henry I. this manor 
was held of the abbot of Glaſtonbury by William Fitz-Gefferey.* A family of the 
name of Edington ſeems alſo to have had a concern here, of whom- was Gilbert de 
Edington 5 Edw. III.“ In 1398 we find a releaſe of the manor of Edington from 
Michael Marſhall to Robert Hull, ſealed with the ſeal of the town of Bridgwater. It 
is now the property by inheritance of Earl Waldegrave. = | 


The living is a curacy in the Juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury. The Rev. John young 
is the preſent patron and incumbent, 


The church is a ſmall neat edifice fifty-three feet in length, and fifteen in breadth, 
with a turret at the weſt end containing two bells. 


® See the account of Woolavington, Johan. Glaſton. Hiſt, ii. 326, Cotton Charters, xv. 17. 
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Or, the COLD-TOWN, from Leled „ Frigeſcens, and Ton, oppidum. 


* next pariſh weſtward on the ſame fide of the ridge of Poldon, is Chilton, 
ſometimes called Chilton-upon-Poldon, which alſo has a hamlet belonging to it in 
the moor of the name of BuxTLz. In the Domeſday ſurvey, by a miſtake, it is called 
Ceptore, being part of the manor of Shapwick, conſiſting of five hides, and held with 
Sutton, Edington, and Catcot, by Roger de Curcelle, as before-mentioned. 34 Henry 
VIII. Thomas Mitchel held this manor of Giles Strangways, as of his manor of 

Vol. III. K k K Compton- 
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Compton-Dunden, by knight s ſervice;* and 17 Eliz. the ſame was held by Triſtram 
Mitchel of the King, on account of the minority of John Strangways, Bartholomew 
Mitchel his brother being his next heir.” The manor now belongs to Lady Tynte. 


This benefice alſo is a curacy in the juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury, and is held by the 
Rev. John Jeremy, as patron and incumbent. 


The church is of one pace, ſixty feet in length, and ſixteen in breadth; at the weſt 
end is a turret with two bells. 


On the north ſide is a mural monument of marble, inſcribed to the memory of the 
Rev. Robert Hole of this pariſh, who died Jan. 14, 1776, aged 52. 


Here was a charity of forty pounds left by Mr. Edward Champion of this pariſh in 
1680, the intereſt whereof was to be diſtributed to the ſecond poor. 


MS. Carew. d Ibid. 
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DJOINS to Chilton on the weſt, and has its name from the moors wherein it is 
ſituated, Cors in the Britiſh language ſignifying a marſh or mooriſh ground, 
and Ton, in Saxon, a ſmall town or incloſure. It is a compact village, moſt of the 


-houſes ſtanding near the church, and about thirty in number. The poor are chiefly 


employed in cutting turf in the moors for ſale. 
This manor is thus recorded among the poſſeſſions of Glaſtonbury abbey: 


« Walter holds of the Abbot, CosinTonzs. Alwin held it of the abbot in the time 
* of King Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable is fix carucates. Thereof 
« in demeſne is one hide, and there is one carucate and four ſervants, and nine villanes, 
« and nine cottagers, with five ploughs. There are ten acres of meadow, and two 
te acres of coppice-wood. It was and is worth ſix pounds.” 


In the time of Henry I. this manor was the poſſeſſion of Gilbert marſhal of England, 
and was by him conveyed to Jordan Ridel; a deſcendant of which Jordan, of the ſame 
name, granted it ih 1254 to Robert de Brent, to be held of him and his heirs by the 
ſervice of a knight's fee; which ſervice William Ridel, ſon of this laſt Jordan, granted 
over to Sir Baldwin Malet of Enmore.* 


This Robert de Brent was the firſt that aſſumed the ſurname of Brent, from having 
his habitation at South-Brent in this county, where he was poſſeſſed of conſiderable 
eſtates, which continued in his analy till the laſt age. His grandfather was called 


* Lib, Domeſday, | > MS. Palmers ; 
* Sauvinus 
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Sauvinus de Turre, and was by Henry de Blois, abbot of Glaſtonbury, conſtituted 
porter of that abbey, with certain lands, and other profits of victuals, clothing, and 
money, annexed to that office; all which profits, together with the office, were again 
granted by Michael the then abbot to this Robert and to his heirs, to be by them held 
in as ample a manner as Robert the ſon of Sauvin his father, or Sauvin his grand- 
father, ever held them; proviſionally, that they and their ſervants ſhould take the ſame 
due care of ſtrangers, ſick people, and others, who came thither for Gop's ſake. This 


Robert de Brent died before 46 Henry III. leaving by Millicent his wife (afterwards 
married to Raymond Malet) a ſon of his own name. 


Which Robert de Brent 5 Edw. I. attended that King into Gaſcony, as he did in 
moſt of his expeditions into Scotland, being then a knight. 25 Edw. I. he was a 
knight of the ſhire for Somerſet at the parliament then held at Weſtminſter. He died 
about 2 Edw. II. Iſabella his wife, daughter of Simon de Montacute, ſurviving him. 
He was the firſt of the family that uſed a ſeal of his arms, viz. a wivern, as it is now 
borne, and has generally been uſed by his deſcendants. He was father of another 
Robert, who was alſo a knight, and a great benefactor to the abbey of Glaſtonbury. 
He married Claricia daughter and heir of Sir Adam de la Ford, of Ford in the pariſh 
of Bawdrip, by whom he had the manor of Ford, and other lands in this county, Wilts, 
Hants, and Eſſex. He had by her a ſon of his own name, who ſucceeded him at Coſ- 
ſington, and alſo another ſon called John, who, ſettling himſelf at Charing in Kent on 
ſome lands which were Sir Adam de la Ford's, became the progenitor of a family 
which continued there with great dignity for many generations, and at laſt by an heir 
female had their poſſeſſions in the time of Queen Elizabeth transferred to the family of 
Deering.* Beſides theſe ſons he had two daughters, Havyſia the wife of Hugh de 


Popham, and Joan wife of Thomas Denebaud. He was buried on the north ſide of 
the choir of the abbey church of Glaſtonbury. 


Robert de Brent, ſon of the laſt-mentioned Robert, married Elizabeth daughter of 
William Denibaud, and died 25 Edw. III. being then ſucceeded by 


John Brent, who married Joan daughter and heir of John le Eyre of Middlezoy, by 
whom he had a manor in that pariſh held of the Lady Stury by the ſervice of half a 
knight's fee, and ſeveral other lands in this neighbourhood. 


John Brent of Coſlington, ſon of John, 1 Henry V. was twice married; his firſt wife 
was Ida daughter of Sir John Beauchamp, of Lilliſdon, knt. by whom he had iſſue Sir 
Robert Brent, his ſucceſſor in this eſtate of Coſſington, and Joan, firſt married to 
Thomas Horſey, of Horſey, eſq; and afterwards to Thomas Tretheke, of Tretheke in 


the county of Cornwall, eſq. To his ſecond wife he married Joan the n of Sir 
Robert Latimer, knt. by whom he had a ſon called John. 


Sir Robert Brent, his ſon by his former wife, and heir to this eſtate, married Jane 
daughter of John Harewell, of Wotton in the county of Warwick, who ſurvived him, 
and had this manor for her dower, which was after her death, together with the _ of 


* Weever's Funeral Monuments, 90, 19. 
K k k 2 the 
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the eſtate, entered upon by Joan his ſiſter and heir by the whole blood, to the excluſion of 
John ſon of John Brent by the ſecond marriage. But this Joan being in a ſtate of inſa- 
nity, the fines that were levied in her name were not ſufficient to bar the heir male, who 
after ſeveral ſuits at law, and at length an arbitration by John Hody, (afterwards chief 
Juſtice of the King's Bench) 10 Henry VI. was adjudged the right heir, by virtue 
of two entails made in the time of Edw. II. and Ric. II. and ſoon after this manor 
was again entailed to this John Brent and the heirs of his body, remainder to Eleanor 


his ſiſter, wife of John Verney, of Fairfield, the younger, and the heirs of their body 
for ever. 


The eldeſt ſon of this John Brent was called Robert, and married Margaret, daughter 
of Hugh Malet, of Currypool, by whom he had another John, who added to his 
eſtate the manors of Godwin's-Bower and Weſt-Bagborough, which he purchaſed of 
Thomas Godwyn, as alſo (from his wife Maud, the daughter and coheir of Sir Walter 
Pauncefoot) the manor of Compton-Paunceford, and Paunceford-Hill, all which de- 
ſcended to William Brent, their eldeſt ſon, under age. | 


Which William had livery of his lands granted him 15 Henry VIII. although he 
was not then twenty-one years old, He married a daughter of Lord Stourton, by 
whom he had one ſon, Richard, who died 23 Eliz. and was ſucceeded by Anne his 
only daughter and heir, married to Lord Thomas Poulett, fon to the Marquis of Win- 
cheſter, and was mother of. Elizabeth wife of Giles Hoby, eſq; which two ladies ſold 
and ſquandered away all the patrimony of this ancient family. The manor of Coſſing- 
ton, with Ford, and part of Godwin's-Bower, was purchaſed by John Brent the heir 
male of the family, viz. ſon of Stephen, fon of John, ſecond ſon of John Brent and 
Maud Pauncefoot. Which John, by that marriage, was an officer under William 
Warham archbiſhop of Canterbury, and afterwards under the treaſurer of Calais. It 
appears by papers found at Coſſington, that, upon the diſſolution of the religious 
houſes, he was employed by the commiſſioners to take account of the lands and muni- 
ments of ſuch of them as were within this county, particularly of the abbey of Clive, 
to which he ſeems to have been ſteward, This John was twice married; his firſt wife 
was a daughter and coheir of Thomas Godwyn; his ſecond was Mary, grandaughter 
and ſole heir of Thomas Culpeper, of the city of London. He died in 1557, and 
was buried at Bexley in the county of Kent. 


Stephen Brent, ſon of this John, was a lawyer, and lived at Dorcheſter, in a houſe 
that was his mother's, in whoſe right he had ſeveral other lands in that county and in 
Kent, all which were ſold by his ſon John, upon his purchaſe of this manor of Coſſing- 
ton, an eſtate in which he ſeems to have taken great delight. This John died here in 
1610, leaving behind him a ſon of his own name, who was ſeventy-eight years in poſ- 
ſeſſion of this manor, and died A. D. 1692; but though twice married, left no children, 
His firſt wife was Winifred daughter of Sir John Arundel, of Llanheron in Cornwall, 
and his ſecond was Mary daughter of Sir Henry Ludlow, knt. On his death one 
Hodges, a poor man, then living near Highgate, was by verdi& found to be grandſon 
of Anne daughter of Stephen, and real heir to the eſtate, which he ſold ſoon after to 
Mr. Robert Weſt, of the Inner-Temple, who had aſſiſted him in the diſcovery of his 

title 
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title to this inheritance. Whence the manor of Coſſington came to Sir John Greſham, 
bart. who ſold it to Benjamin Allen, eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor. 


The living of Coſſington is rectorial, in the deanery of Pawlet, and was in 1292 
valued at ten marks,* The Rev, Charles Hobbs is patron and incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is of one pace, with a tower at the weſt 
end, containing a clock and five bells. 


In the chancel floor is a braſs plate, whereon are engraven the effigies of John Brent, 
eſq; who died Aug. 22, 1524, and Maud his wife, with an inſcription to their memory; 
and on the north wall another inſcription to John fon of John Brent, eſq; who died 


Jan. 24, 1691, aged 80 years. 
| Tant. Spiritual, 
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HIS is the laſt pariſh on the north fide of Poldon-hill this way, being four miles 

northeaſt from Bridgwater. The greater part of the pariſh lies in the marſh; 

the houſes, ſixty in number, compoſe two long irregular ſtreets about the church. A 

large fair for cattle, ſheep, and young colts, was eſtabliſhed here in the year 1777, and 
is annually held the 18th of October. 


The manor anciently written Hunlavington (probably from ſome Saxon owner) was at 
the time of the Conqueſt part of the thirty hides of Shapwick, itſelf conſiſting of five 
hides, which were held by Alured the King's butler, and valued at ten ſhillings.* In 
the time of Henry I. it was held by Robert de Candos the founder of Goldclive 
priory in Monmouthſhire, to which, among other things, he gave the tithes of this 
place and thoſe of Puriton. The lands of this Robert came in the time of Henry II. 
to his grandaughter Maud the wife of Sir Philip de Columbers, who, having ſeveral 
children, gave this manor to her younger ſon William, which grant was confirmed by 
Philip her ſon and heir, as alſo by the prior and monks of Glaſtonbury; in which deed 
of confirmation the ſaid William de Columbers has the name of their beloved and 
faithful knight. It is probable that he died without iſſue; for 30 Henry III. this manor 
of Woolavington was held by his elder brother's fon, whoſe name was alſo Philip, who 
obtained a charter of free-warren for himſelf and his heirs here,” and in his poſterity it 
continued till 12 Henry VII. when, by the attainder of Lord Audley, it fell to the 
crown, and was by Henry VIII. granted to the Earl of Hertford, afterwards Duke of 
Somerſet, being then valued at 351. 6s. 3d. per annum. Upon the Duke's attainder 
6 Edw. VI. it was granted to Michael Throckmorton, eſq;“ whoſe ſon Francis 


* See the Domeſday account of Shapwick, p. 427. o Cart. 33 Hen, Ii. n. 10. 
© MS, Valor, Pat. 7 Edw, VI. p. 2. ld 
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ſold it to Alexander Pym, eſq; in whoſe repreſentatives it now continues, en the 


property of Sir Philip Hales, bart. 


Beſides this manor of Columbers, a great ſhare of the pariſh belonged to a family 


who were ſometimes called de Woolavington, ſometimes Waleis, and ſometimes 
Gilbert, and were homagers to Columbers and their heirs as ſuperior lords, as they 


were alſo to the abbots of Glaſtonbury. In the time of Henry II. Maud de Candos 
granted to William ſon of Ranulph de Wollavington all the lands that his father held 
in this village; which grant her grandſon Philip de Columbers confirmed to his fon 
Henry. This Henry had alſo lands in Coſſington, Huntſpill, Edington, and other 
adjacent pariſhes z and having married Milicent daughter of Alan de Burci, had iſſue 
three ſons, Henry, Walter, — William; the firſt of whom by Muriel his wife was 


father of Henry and Walter de Wollavington, which laſt is ſometimes called Walter 
Je Waleis. He had two ſons, Gilbert le Waleis and Hugh, of whom Gilbert the 


eldeſt inherited the eſtate, but died without children. This Gilbert le Waleis was a 
pious perſon, and gave ſeveral endowments to the vicarage and elſewhere; and being 
mindful of the uncertainty of this life, and of the frailties which all men are ſubject to, 
he, for the health of his own ſoul, and the ſouls of all his friends, and alſo for the ſouls 
of the Biſhops of Bath and Wells, the Kings and Queens of England, and all his bene- 
factors, added a ſtipend to the abbey of Clive ſufficient to maintain two monks to ſay 
maſs daily, and perform ſuch other ſervices as the abbot and convent ſhould judge 
ſuitable to the intention of the founder. And whereas the ſaid Gilbert, then called 
Gilbert de Wollavington, was then founding a perpetual chantry of two ſecular prieſts 
in a chapel by him erected to the honour of the bleſſed Virgin, adjoining to the pariſh 
church of Woolavington, the ſaid abbot and convent obliged themſelves under their 
common ſeal to pay annually ten marks of ſilver towards the maintenance of the ſaid 
chaplains, together with one mark yearly towards the repairs of the chapel. This 
chantry was to be called te chantry of Gilbert de Wollavington, and was perpetually to 
conſiſt of tw6 ſecular prieſts, who were to ſay the placebo and dirige, and to celebrate ma- 
tins and veſpers, according to the direction of the ſaid Gilbert. It was alſo ordained, that 
he the ſaid Gilbert and his heirs ſhould from time to time. preſent on any vacancy; but 


in caſe it was not ſupplied in forty days, that the then Biſhop of Bath and Wells ſhould 


preſent, and on his default the abbot and convent of Clive. This deed bears date 1286. 
The two firſt chaplains were called Robert de Wildemerſh, and Peter de'Shapwick.* 
This Gilbert died 15 Edw. I. and was ſucceeded by his nephew John, ſon of his brother 
Hugh, who was called John le Waleis, and married Iſolda daughter of William Fitz- 
Gefferey, lord of the manor of Edington, by whom he had iſſue another John, who 
ſtiled himſelf Gilbert, and married Lætitia daughter of Richard de Rixton, of Rixton 
near Stogumber. By this marriage he had ſeveral children, of whom John a younger 
ſon was ſeated at Edington, and was father of John Gilbert of Queen-Camel; Gilbert 
the eldeſt, who ſucceeded to Woolavington, was twice married; by his firſt wife, 
whoſe name was Elizabeth, he had one ſon John, who died in the lifetime of his father; 
by his ſecond wife Alice he had another John, who ſucceeded to the eſtate, and Richard. 
Which John by Margaret his wife had iſſue Richard Gilbert of Woolavington, who, 
Ms. Palme 
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though married, dying without iſſue, the manor reverted to Richard Gilbert his uncle, 
who married Eleanor daughter of William Dodiſham the elder, and at his death, in 
1443, left an only daughter and heir Joan the wife of Roger Pym, of Brymore, eſq; 


progenitor of Alexander Pym, the purchaſer of the manor of Woolavington before- 
mentioned. 


The church, appropriated as aforeſaid to the prior and convent of Goldclive in the 
county of Monmouth, was valued in 1292 at ten marks. It is a vicarage in the deanery 


of Pawlet; the dean and canons of Wander are patrons, and the Rev. Richard Wilmot 
the preſent incumbent. 


- By the ordination of the vicarage in 1336, the vicar was aſſigned a houſe, with cur- 


tillage, and all oblations, together with the tithe of hay of the whole pariſh, and the 


tithe of lambs, wool, milk, flax, hemp, pigeons, pigs, eggs, apples, honey, calves, 
chicken, mills, leeks and garlick, and all other ſmall tithes within the pariſh whatſo- 
ever. He was alſo to have one acre of arable land, and half an acre of meadow, as 
heretofore; and likewiſe the tithe of ſheaf of twenty-four ſervile tenants of Lord Philip 
de Columbers, each of whom ſowed ſeven acres and a half of land every year, together 
with the tithe of ſheaf accruing from the lands of Roger de Mucheldenne, and Richard 


Mey, within the ſaid pariſh. He was alſo allowed the tithes of all manner of fruits. 


growing in the crofts within the ſaid pariſh, of the extent of thirteen acres and up- 
wards. The vicar for the time being to find proceſſional candles, bread and wine for 
maſs, and incenſe, at his own expence, and the prior and convent of Goldclive to 
ſuſtain all other burdens ordinary and- extraordinary at their own coſts and charges. 
This ordination was made by John de Middleton, rector of Shepton-Beauchamp, by 


virtue of a commiſſion from the Lord Biſhop, 3 kal. Aug. 1336, and confirmed under 
his ſeal 12 kal. May, 1338.“ | 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is a neat building, compoſed of a nave, ' 


chancel, ſmall chapel, and a tower at the weſt end containing a clock and five bells. 


On the ſouth ſide is a neat mural monument of marble, inſcribed to the memory of 
John Jeanes, of this pariſh, eſq; who died Aug. 28, 1738, aged 46. 


© Taxat, Spiritual. * Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. 
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© Brintsfield-Bridge, a diſtance ſomewhat exceeding half a mile; and tthough the horſe 


WESTON-ZOYLAN p, 
Or WESTON in ZOYLAND, or SOWY-LAND. 


N the oppoſite fide of Poldon, nearly ſurrounded by the moors, lies Weſton- 
Zoyland, five miles ſoutheaſt from Bridgwater ; the river Parret waſhing it on 

the ſouth and ſouthweſt, and dividing it from North-Petherton. It contains one þun- 
dred and eighteen houſes, moſt of which form ſeveral ſtraggling ſtreets near the church, 
and others are diſpoſed in the hamlets of Busszx, a quarter of a mile towards the forth, 
and LIN Ex, the ſame diſtance towards the northeaſt, A large fair for cattle 


Upon the moor near this village, and in a ſpot called Penm- Pound, General Fai 
the day after the battle at Langport, July 10, 1645, drew up his whole army; and in 
the very ſame ſpot, in 1685, the Duke of Monmouth with his diſorderly troops engaged 
the King's forces under the command of the Earl of Feverſham, when five hundred of 
the former were taken priſoners in the field of battle, and confined in the pariſh church 
here, where many of them died of their wounds. Of the King's party, five ſoldiers 
that were ſlain were buried in the church, and eleven in the church- yard. The par- 
ticular fate of one of the priſoners here is thus recorded: © This perſon, who was 
© remarkably ſwift of foot, was prevailed upon, on. condition of being pardoned, to enter- 
© tain the General with an inſtance of his agility. Accordingly, having tripped himſelf 
© naked, a halter was put round his neck, and the oppoſite end of it was faſtened to the 
neck. of a horſe. They ſtarted at a place called Buſſex-Rbine, and ran from thence to 


© went at full ſpeed, the man kept pace with him the whole way. But notwithſtanding 
© this exertion of his ability, and the terms of his agreement, the inhuman General 
© ordered him to be hanged with the reſt. “ 


The manor of Weſton was anciently involved within the manor of Middlezoy, and 
paſſed with it after the ſuppreſſion of the abbey to the Duke of Somerſet and the Earl 
of Leiceſter; but now belongs to William Hawker and Thomas Welman, eſqrs. 


In the time of Henry VIII. the following certificate was made of the ſtate of this 
manor of Weſton: _ 


« The rentes of aſſiſe of the freholders and coſtomarye tenaunts, belonging unto 
the ſayde 1 payable at the feaſtes aforeſayde, are of the yerely valew of 
941. 3s. 72d. 

ce The perquiſites of the courtes, there kept twyſe in the yere, with the lawe-dayes 


and fynes, were anſwered this preſent yere to the king's highnes, as appereth in the 
bokes of accomptes, 211. 3s. 10d. 


ce Alſo there ys a common there, called Weſton- Moore, and the tennantes of this 
lordeſhip, with the tenauntes of Chadſay, may dryve or praye from a common called 


> Locke's Weſtern Rebellion, p. 22. 
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Rowyng-Lake, unto Dower, and the King, as lorde of thys lordeſhip, ſhall have the 
moytie of the ſtrayes, and conteyneth 300 acres. 1151, 7s. 5d. 


« Alſo there are able men, inhabitants within the precinct of the ſayde-lordeſhip, . 


beyng in a redynes to ſerve the King, when ſo ever they ſhal be called upon, to the 
nombre of 50. 


cc Alſo there are within the ſayde lordeſhip certayne perſons, called bondemen, whoſe 
bodyes and goodes are allwayes at the King's pleaſure, to the nombre of 7. 


The living is vicarial, in the juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury, and patronage of the Biſhop. 
The Rev. William George is the preſent incumbent, 


The tithes of the parſonage were always kept in the abbot of Glaſtonbury's hands 
to the uſe of his monaſtery. The old parſonage-houſe was taken down about twenty 
years ago, 

The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is built in the form of a croſs, having a 
nave, chancel, north and ſouth tranſepts, and north and ſouth ſide-ailes. At the weſt 
end is a ſtately tower, embelliſhed with Gothick pinnacles and other elegant ornaments, 


and containing a clock, chimes, and five bells. This tower is one hundred and five 
feet high, and is ſeen to a vaſt extent the country round, 


On the north ſide of the chancel there is a mural monument“ To the me- 
mory of Thomas Perrat, who died the 3d of Sept. 1709, in the 71ſt year of his age, 
and in the 45th year of his miniſtry in this place and no where elſe,” This he com- 
putes as follows: © I was baptized the 14th of Auguſt 1638; I did preach my firſt 
ſermon in this pariſh the 26th-day of February 1664. 


On a grave-ſtone in the floor of the nave are memorials to the Rev. Samuel Alford, 
A. M. who died 1730, aged 24; Richard Alford, who died Dec. 5, 1693, and Lztitia 
his wife, who died Aug. 30, 1700; and Richard and Marmaduke Alford, brothers of 
Samuel, buried here, one May 4, 1711, the other Sept. 2, 1712, 


A charity ſchool for teaching twelve poor children was founded here in 1774 by the 
Rev. Mr. Alford, of Aſnill, and Counſellor Winn; which laſt gentleman gave 51. per 
annum, and Mr, Dibble and Mr. Garret 50 ſhillings, to the ſecond poor of this pariſh, 


peter Langtoft's Chron, ii. 348. © Ibid. 363. 
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MIDDLEZOY, MIDDLE-SOWY, and SOWY, 
(So called from Sowy-WATER) 


T ſituated ſoutheaſtward from Weſton-Zoyland, on riſing ground in the midſt of 


the moors, and contains the hamlets of 

1. Loxo-Ackx, a mile northweſt from the church, compriſing ſix houſes. 
2. THORNGROVE, a quarter of a mile ſouthweſt, nine houſes; and 
3. GRAYLAKE, one mile northeaſt, in which are five houſes. 


on 


Near the laſt-mentioned hamlet is a ſtrait road or cauſey built of ſtone, near a mile 
long, acroſs the moors towards Asacor. It is called Graylake's or Grilleck”s Foſs, and 
was made by, the abbots of Glaſtonbury for their more commodiouſly travelling this 
miry country, and viſiting their ſeveral eſtates and granges. They were poſſeſſed 
of this manor ſo early as the year 705, when King Ina is recorded to have conferred 
the vill of Sowy, containing twelve hides, on the religious of Glaſtonbury.* Theſe 
hides were at the Conqueſt thus ſurveyed: 


ce The Church itſelf holds Sowi. In the time of King Edward it gelded for twelve 
« hides. The arable is twenty carucates. Thereof are in demeſne five hides, and there 
« are two carucates, and two ſervants, and twelve coliberts, and twenty-ſeven villanes, 
ce and thirteen cottagers, with fourteen ploughs. There are thirty acres of meadow, and 
ce twelve acres of coppice-wood. It was worth ten pounds, now twenty-four pounds.” 


In 1293 the abbot's revenues in Sowy,” Middle-Sowy, Weſton, and Othery, were 
valued at 104]. 18. 8d.* Abbot Sodbury procured of the crown a licence for a market 
and a fair to be held on this manor, and it continued in the poſſeſſion of the monks till 
their total ſuppreſſion, when it was granted to the Duke of Somerſet, and in the ſchedule 
of his lands it is ſet down at the yearly value of 211. 1s. 22d. The Duke forfeiting 
it to the crown, King Edw. VI. by letters patent bearing date 11 July, 6th year of his 
reign, granted the ſame to Bernardine de Granado, gent. after whoſe forfeiture, or ſur- 
render, King Philip and Queen Mary, by their letters patent, dated 26 July, 5 and 6 of 
their reign, granted it to William Babington, eſq; and Elizabeth his wife. After which 
Queen Elizabeth, by letters patent dated at Gorambury March 8, 1568, granted the 
ſaid manor of Middlezoy, with all its woods, appertenances, privileges, &c. to Robert 
earl of Leiceſter; and laſtly, in 1615, it was purchaſed by Thomas Warre, eſq; and 
from him has deſcended to the preſent poſſeſſor Copleſtone Warre Bampfylde, eſq. 


In 1292 the rectory of Sowy was valued at forty-nine marks ten ſhillings and four- 
pence; out of it a penſion of 438. 4d. was paid to the mead-maker of Glaſtonbury: the 
vicarage was rated at thirteen marks.” The patronage of this vicarage was then in the 
abbot and convent of Glaſton, but now in the Biſhop of Bath and Wells. The Rev. 
Ezekiel Athanaſius Rouſe 1s the preſent incumbent. 


„Adam. de Domerham. i. 533. * Lib. Domeſday, © 'Taxat. Temporal. 
« Johan, Glaſton, Hiſt, i, 266, * MS, Valor. * Taxat, Spiritual. 
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The Church, which is dedicated to the Holy Croſs, ſtands on an eminence, and 
conſiſts of a nave, chance], an aile on the ſouth ſide, and a ſmall aile or chapel on the 


north ſide. At the weſt end is a well-built tower, ſeventy feet high, containing a clock 
and fix bells. | 


On a braſs plate in the nave is the following inſcription. Here lyes the body of 

Lovis Chevalier De Miſiers, a French gentleman, who behaved himſelf with great 
courage and gallantry 18 years in the Engliſh ſervices; and was unfortunately ſlaine on 
the 6th of July 1685 at the battle of Weſton, where he behaved himſelf with all the 
courage imaginable againſt the King's enemies, commanded by the rebel Duke of 
Munmuth.“ 


O T H E R d 


IES in the moor to the ſoutheaſt of Middlezoy, in a low but not unpleaſant ſpot, 
having the fine ridge of Ham-hill on the eaſt, and an opening weſtward towards 
Blackdown end the Quantock-hills. This pariſh, and that of Middlezoy laſt-men- 
tioned, are a rich ſandy ſoil, and it is probable, that at the time when the ſea over- 


flowed the moors theſe places were no other than ſand banks; marine ſhells having 
been frequently found under the ſurface of the ſoil, 


The name of this place is compounded of the Saxon Orep, an otter, and Ea, water; 
there having been plenty of thoſe animals in the neighbouring waters, It is ſometimes 
by corruption called Audry. The monks of Glaſtonbury had the whole pariſh in poſ- 
ſeſſion till the diſſolution of their monaſtery ; after which King Edw. VI. in the firſt 
year of his reign granted the manor and advowſon of the church, and other lands and 
hereditaments here, being of the yearly value of 731. 13s. 8:d. to Edward duke of 


Somerſet. 7 Edw. VI. the ſame were granted to Sir Thomas Dyer, knt.“ The 
manor now belongs to Lady Tynte, 


The living is a vicarage in the juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury, and in the giſt of the 
Biſhop of the dioceſe. The Rev. Mr. Rouſe is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Michael, and is built in the form of a croſs, in the 
centre of which ſtands a handſome tower, eighty feet in height, containing five bells. 


Pat. 1 Edw, VI. p. 4. Pat. 7 Edw. VI. p. 7. 
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HE. moors here terminate towards the ſouth, and an immenſe hill riſes out of the 
plain, ſpreading out into ſpacious open fields, four miles acroſs, and about ſixteen 
in circumference, ſkirted with a fine wood, and commanding from its brow a very beau- 
tiful and extenſive proſpect. On this hill is ſituated Hion-Hau, the manor of which, 
conſiſting of ſeventeen hides, King Edgar, A. D. 965, for the good of his own ſoul, 
and the foul of his father, gave to Abbot Sigegar and the monks of Glaſtonbury.* 
Only five of theſe hides were at the Conqueſt held in demeſne, the reſt were parcelled — 


out into ſeveral eſtates, one of which being held by Serlo de Burci, was in ſubſequent 
times denominated Ham-Burci. 


* The Church itſelf holds Hamz. In the time of King Edward it gelded for 
« ſeventeen hides. The arable is twenty carucates, of which in demeſne are five hides 
te and two virgates and a half, and there are three carucates, and five ſervants, and 
ce twenty-two villanes, and twenty-one cottagers, with eight ploughs. There are 
* thirty acres of meadow, and ſixteen acres of wood. It is worth ten pounds. 


ce Of the land of this manor Robert [de Otberville] holds of the Abbot one hide and 

te one yard-land, and Serlo [de Burci] five hides. Girard ¶ Foſarius] three virgates of 
ce land. Leuric, and Alwold, and Almar, held it in the time of King Edward, and it 
© could not be ſeparated from the church. In demeſne are two carucates, and four 
e ſervants, and two villanes, and fourteen cottagers, with two ploughs. There are 


ce thirty acres of meadow, and twenty acres of ; —_— It is worth in all one hundred 
« and ten ſhillings.” 


In 1293 the abbot's eſtate in High-Ham was valued at thirty-three pounds. Abbot 
Adam de Sodbury procured to himſelf and his ſucceſſors a charter, or at leaſt a con- 
- firmation of a prior one, of free-warren in his demeſne lands lying at Ham,“ where was 
a grange built by John de Taunton.* Upon the diſſolution the manor fell to the 
crown, and there continued till the time of Queen Elizabeth, who in the firſt year of 
her reign granted the lordſhip and manor of Ham, alias High-Ham, with the advowſon 
of the church, and the manors of Evercreech, Sock-Dennis, and Hurcot, and other 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, to John lord Grey, brother to the Duke of- 
Suffolk. The manor afterwards came to the family of Rolle of Shapwick, the laſt of 
whom dying without iſſue, gave it with all his other eſtates to his nameſake John Rolle, 
of Devonſhire, eſq;* from whom it deſcended to Dennis Rolle, me" who has lately ſold 
it, and it is now the property of Thomas Galton, eſq. 


Under Ham-hill, and on the borders of King' s-Sedgmoor, are the hamlets of BEER, 
HenLy, and Hays; and on the ſouth ſide of the pariſh is Low-Ham, or NeTazr- 
Ham, a hamlet, manor, and chapelry, ſo denominated in contradiſtinction to the village 
on the hill. In the time of Henry III. this manor was part of the great eſtate of Sir 


Adam. de Domerham. i. 85. Lib. Domeſday, Taxat. Temporal, Cart. 4 Edw. III. n. 87. 
Adam. de Domerham. ii. 573. Pat. 1 Eliz. p. 7. MS. Carew. 
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Richard de Wrotham; and upon the diviſion of his lands, 36 Henry III. it became the 
ſhare of Conſtantia, wife of John le Bland. Which John le Bland died poſſeſſed of it 
48 Henry III. leaving iſſue a ſon of his own name; after whoſe death it paſſed by co- 
heirs to Gefferey de Wroxſall, of Wraxall in Dorſetſhire, and Sir Peter de Hamme, 
of this pariſh, knt. but the laſt had the greateſt part of this hamlet. He died 15 Edw. 
II. and was ſucceeded by a ſon and grandſon of the ſame name; from whom it came 


to Sibilla le Vernour, and John her ſon, who about 5 Edw. III. fold the ſame to Sir 
Ralph de Middleney.” 


This Ralph took his name from the hamlet of Middleney, within the pariſh of 
Drayton, and bore for his arms three ſnails. He married Elizabeth daughter of Sir 
Henry de L'Orti, knt. and died 35 Edw. III. (as appears from an obit kept for him in 
the abbey of Muchelney) ſeized of the manor of Ham, and Ham-Burci, and divers other 
manors and lands in this county; all which, having been held jointly with his wife, on 
his death without iſſue became her inheritance. Which Elizabeth de L'Orti ſoon 
after married Sir Robert de Aſhton, knt. and diſpoſed of the greateſt part of her firſt 
huſband's lands to the relations of her ſecond. The manors of Ham and Ham-Burci 
ſhe gave to Lady Catherine, mother of Sir John Berkeley, who had married Alice the 
daughter of the ſaid Sir Robert de Aſhton. This Sir John Berkeley was eldeſt ſon of 
Thomas lord Berkeley, of Over in the county of Glouceſter, where he left a poſterity 
of his name, who held this manor till the time of Queen Elizabeth, when Sir John 
Berkeley fold it to George Hext, of Kingſton in the county of Dorſet, eſq; who left 
ſeveral ſons, of whom Sir Edward Hext, the eldeſt, was ſheriff of this county 1 Jac. I. 


and knight of the ſhire in ſeveral parliaments, being accounted one of the ableſt men of 
his time. 


This Sir Edward built the houſe at Low-Ham, as it ſtood at the death of the firſt 
Lord Stawel, when it was thought one of the beſt houſes in the welt of England. He 
built alſo the chapel at Low-Ham,' where he and his Lady Dionyſia lie buried under 
a handſome monument of freeſtone, with their effigies neatly carved lying thereon. 
He died Feb. 22, 1624; ſhe July 30, 1633. By his ſaid wife he had iſſue one only 
daughter and heir Elizabeth, who was firſt married to Sir Ralph Killigrew, knt. by 
whom ſhe had no iſſue, and afterwards to Sir John Stawel, knight of the Bath, by 

whom ſhe had ſeveral children, whereof Ralph the eldeſt was created Lord Stawel, and 
dying Aug. 8, 1689, was buried in the chapel at Low-Ham, where there is a hand- 
ſome monument of marble to his memory. John lord Stawel, fon of this Ralph, 
pulled down a great part of the old ſeat built by Sir Edward Hext, and began a moſt 
ſumptuous and expenſive edifice, four hundred feet in length and ane hundred in breadth; 
in which three ſtate rooms at the ſouth end, were finiſhed in the moſt elegant tile ; 
the cielings decorated with very ſuperb paintings. The whole he did not live to ſee 
complete, although it coſt him upwards of one hundred thouſand pounds, to raiſe 
which ſum moſt of the eſtate, which was very great, was ſold by his truſtees, who 


>» MS. Palmer. 


e of the preſent chapel, ſays it was founded at the ſole expence of George 
Stawel, elq; May 20, anno 20 Car, II. * D. 1669. 


thought 
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thought proper to let this monſtrous fabrick run to ruin, in which ſtate it has ever ſince 
continued. He died in 1692, and was alſo buried in the chapel. Thirty years after 
which the houſe and manor were purchaſed by Lady Phelips, relict of Sir Edward 
Phelips, of Montacute, who gave the ſame to Mrs. Edith Phelips her youngeſt daughter. 
After which this manor of Low-Ham came by purchaſe to the poſſeſſion: of Carew 


Hervey Mildmay, of Hazelgrove in this county, eſq; and is now the property of Sir 
Henry Paulet St. John Müdmay, bart. 


The church of Ham was valued in 1292 at twenty-ſeven marks, and a penſion of 
forty ſhillings was paid out of it to the abbot of Glaſtonbury.* The advowſon of the 
rectory was lately purchaſed of Dennis Rolle, eſq; by Mr. Barrett, ſurgeon of Briſtol, 
whoſe ſon the Rev. William Tandey Barrett is the preſent incumbent. There is a 


rectorial manor conſiſting of ſeveral cottages, and about 100 acres of land beſides the 
rectory glebe. 


The church is dedicated to St. Andrew. It is a large and lofty ſtructure, conſiſting 
of a nave, chancel, and two ſide ailes. At the weſt end is a large embattled tower, 
containing five bells. This church was built in the year 1476 by Abbot Selwood, with 
the joint contributions of Lord Poulett and other noblemen, and of ſome of the pa- 
riſhioners; and the chancel was built by the Rev. John Dyer, rector of the pariſh, who 


lies buried therein, with the following inſcription on a-braſs plate upon his grave-ſtone 
to his memory: 


pic jacet Joannes Dyer, A. M. rettor iſtius eccleſiae in utroque jure 


Baccalaureus, qui obiit viceſumo die Septembris A. D. Mccecxcir, Cujus 
animae prxopitietur Deus.“ 


On the ſouth ſide of the chancel is a handſome marble monument to the memory of 


the Rev. Charles Morgan, rector of this pariſh, who died Aug. 11. 1772, aged 573 
and allo to ſeveral of his family. 


The Rev. Adrian Schell, rector of this pariſh, who died at Saliſbury Feb. 3, 1598, 


gave to a ſchool at High-Ham 1g0l.; to the poor of the _ zol.; and likewiſe built 
a ſchool-houſe and hoſpital for widows, 


* Taxat, Spiritual, 


COMPTON-DUNDE N. 


HIS pariſh 1s ſituated eaſtward from High-Ham, on the eaſtern verge of Sedg- 
moor, between two fine ſteep hills forming a beautiful contraſt to eaſt other : the 

one being wooded half way up, and the ſummit a ſmooth green knoll ; the lower part 
of the other being naked, and the top crowned with a thick wood. The ſouthernmoſt 
l theſe hills is called Dundon-Beacon, a beacon having anciently been erected on it; and 


this 
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this dun or eminence thus riſing conſpicuouſly out of the den or valley, communicates 
its name to the pariſh in general, which contains upwards of one hundred houſes, ſome 
of them near the church, and towards the moor; but the greater part in CompToNn- 
STREET, and the hamlet of LiTTLETON, both lying in the, road betwixt Glaſtonbury 


and Somerton, Adjoining to the moor there is a decoy pond belonging to the Earl. 
of Ilcheſter. | 


In ancient times the village of Compton was included within the manor of 
Walton, and conſiſted of five hides; but Dux DEN was a diftinet manor, and was 
given to the abbey of Glaſtonbury by King Edgar, A. D. 965.* Of this abbey it was 


held in the time of Edward the Confeſſor by Algar; but at the CO by Roger 
de Curcelle. 


ce The ſame Roger holds of the Abbot, Doxpeme. Algar held it in the time of 
* King Edward, and gelded for five hides. The arable is four carucates. Thereof 
© are in demeſne three hides and half a virgate of land, and there are two carucates, 
e and four ſervants, and five villanes, and ten cottagers, with three ploughs. There 
are forty acres of meadow, and ten acres of wood. It is worth one hundred 
“e ſhillings.” 

This manor, conſiſting of ten knights' fees, was held afterwards by the family of 
Malet, till 17 Joh. William Malet being found in arms againſt the King, all his 
lands were ſeized, and this lordſhip was granted to Hugh de Vivonne.* To which 
Hugh ſucceeded William de Vivonne, whoſe heireſs Cecilia conveyed it in marriage 
to Sir John. Beauchamp, of Hatch, who died ſeized of it 12 Edw. I. The ſaid Cecilia 
his wife ſurvived. him, and was living 17 Edw. II. when ſhe obtained a grant of the 
King for a. weekly market to be held. here on the Thurſday; and a fair yearly on 
the eve, day, and morrow after the feaſt of St. Mary Magdalen.* She died 13 Edw. 
IT. and the ſame year John Beauchamp her ſon and heir did his homage to the abbot 
of Glaſtonbury for eight knights” fees which he held of him in this manor.* After 
the death of Sir John de Beauchamp, grandſon of the abovenamed John, and the 
partition of his eſtates among coheirs, this manor fell to the family of Meriet; after 
them to Seymour, and to Humphry Stafford, baron of Southwick in Devonſhire.” At 


length it came to the poſſeſſion of the family of Strangways, . from whom it is inhe- 
rited by the Earl of Ilcheſter. 


The manor of LiTTLETow formerly belonged to the Fitchet family; afterwards to 
the Hills of Spaxton; and is now: the property of John Lyde, eſq. 


Compton-Dunden is a prebend i in the cathedral church of Wells, valued in 292 at 


fifteen marks.* The benefice is a vicarage and a peculiar in the deanery of Ichefter; 
the Rev. Henry Hopkins is the preſent incumbent. 


The church i is dedicated to St. Andrew, and is of one 0 with a tower at the weſt 
end containing five bells, 


* Adam. de Domerham, i. 85. > Lib. Domeſday; © Pat. 17 Joh. p. 12. 
Cart. 17 Ed. i. n. 4. * Dugd, Bar, i. 253. Eſe. 5 Taxat, Spiritual. 
| | | Adjoining 


* on, 


4 | | 448 COMPTON-DUNDEN. [Chitley, 


Adioining to the church-yara are the ruins of the ancient manſion of the Beauchamps, 


which the common people think was formerly a priſon, and inſtead of Dunden, call it 
Dungeon-tlouſe, 


Sir Jolin Strangways left 5ol. to this pariſh, the intereſt to be diſtributed to the 
ſecond poor for ever. 


OB 2 be: TS 0 Oe 8 
HIS is a conſiderable 0 lying eaſtward from Compton-Dunden, and four 
miles ſouth from Glaſtonbury, waſhed by the river Brew. A large hamlet called 


BuTLEicn-WoorTon ſtands within its precin&s, a mile northward from the church. 
The pariſh contains one hundred houſes, and about ſeven hundred inhabitants. 


The annals of Glaſtonbury inform us, that in the year of our Lord 802, ZEdgiſilius, 

with the conſent of King Egbert, beſtowed upon the monks there the land of Budecleg, 

; | conſiſting of twenty hides: The name was afterwards variouſly written, Budcaleth, 
„ | LE. | Budecale, and Buddecle, and in the Norman ſurvey Boduchelet : | 


FR | “The church itſelf holds BopucazLer, In the time of King Edward it gelded for 
1 : — c twenty hides. The arable is twenty carucates. Thereof are in demeſne five hides, 
J ; <« and there are five carucates, and ſeven ſervants, and eleven villanes, and ſeven cot- 
"Þ pe 20s ce tagers, with ſix ploughs. There are fifty acres of meadow, and one hundred acres of 


* wood. It 1s worth to the abbot ten pounds. 


' | | « Of the land of this manor Turſtin holds eight hides. Roger two __ Two 
4 | ec thanes held them of the church in the time of King Edward, and could not be ſepa- 
< rated therefrom. In demeſne there are four carucates, and fix ſervants, and eleven 
© te villanes, and fix cottagers, with three ploughs. There are fourteen acres of meadow, 
1 A | | | e and twelve acres of coppice wood. It was and is worth among them ſeven pounds. 


= | ce Of the ſame land Aleſtan holds of the abbot half a hide, and has there one caru- 
| | - | ; * cate. It is worth ten ſhillings.” 


; The ſame Earl [Morton] holds in the manor of BopxcnzLit two furlongs of 
= | * wood in length, and one furlong in breadth, which belonged to 9 in the 
= < time of King Edward.“ 

| { { | Se, In 1293 the abbot's revenues in Butleigh were rated at 371.* and after the diſſolution 8 
9 | the manor, then the Duke of Somerſet's, was valued at 49l. 12s. 3d. per annum.“ 
Wy. 5 Eliz. Sir Edward Peacham fold his manor of Butleigh to John Robinſon.” 11 Eliz. 
== - | it belonged to Henry Billingſley, who that year ſold it to Chriſtopher Simcocks and 
uw. Mary his wife, who held it with 45s. rent in Butleigh, Eaſtmead, Hallerhawes, &c. in 


| Wn. : | by * Adam. de Domerham, i. 68. Lib. Domeſday. © Ibid. * Taxat. Temporal. 
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chief of the crown by knight's ſervice. This Chriſtopher Simcocks was ſon of William 
Simcocks, of Stoke in the county of Worceſter, eſq; by Margery his wife, daughter of 
John Shreefe, and bore for his arms, Ermine, three bears' heads couped ſable, muzzled 
or. He married Mary daughter of Nicholas Halſwell, of Goathurſt in this county, 
eſq; by whom he left a numerous iſſue to poſterity." The manor and whole pariſh now 
belong to the Right Hon. James Grenville, who has a handſome ſeat, with neat gardens, 
near the pariſh church, 


The living is a vicarage in the juriſdiction of Glaſtonbury, and in the patronage of 
the lord of the manor. The Rev. Henry Gould is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Benedict, and is a handſome ſtructure, conſiſting of 
a nave, chancel, north aile, and embattled tower, containing a clock and five bells. 


In the north aile, which- belongs to Mr. Grenville, is an old mural monument of 


marble, whereon in a receſs are the figures of a man, woman, and child, kneeling on 
cuſhions, and below this inſcription: 


« Thomas Symcocks, eſquier, ſonne and heire to Xpofer Symcocks, of this place 
and county, eſquier, a learned counſellor at the lawes; a juſtice of the peace both of 
the counties of Nottingham and Somerſet; and ſyncere in trve religion. Married Alice 
Sutton, the eldeſt daughter of Sir William Sutton, of Aram in the ſaid county of Not- 
tingham, knight, and hadde only iſſue by her Thomas Symcocks his hopefull ſonne, 
and after he had lyved with her 14 years in godly amitye, he dyed at Aram aforeſaid 
the 23 of Oct. 1619, aged 60, where he was buried by his own direction. In deſerved 
memory of whom, and for his poſterity, his reſpectful wife erected this monument, 
Anno Dñi 1624.” Arms, Simcocks, impaling, argent, a canton ſable, Sutton. 


On the north wall of the chancel is a plain monument to the memory of the Rev. 
Samuel Hood, M. A. who was vicar of this pariſh, with Baltonſbury united, thirty- 
eight years, and likewiſe a prebendary of the cathedral church of Wells. He died June 
28, 1777, aged 85. Likewiſe to the Rev. Arthur William Hood, D. D. ſon of the 
ſaid Samuel Hood, prebendary of Wells, and vicar of this pariſh, who died Nov. 23, 
1769, aged 38 years. 1 

N. B. All the pariſhes above recited are ſituated together in one compact diſtrict; 
but there are ſeveral diſtinct portions or fragments belonging to this hundred, which lie 


at a conſiderable diſtance from the main body thereof, and which I ſhall now proceed 
to deſcribe. | | 


Licence to alienate. » Broke's Viſitation of Somerſethhire. 


Vor. III. M m m | WHEATHILL« 
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HIS is a ſmall pariſh, containing only five houſes, ſituated near the Foſſe- road, 
ſix miles northeaſt from the town of Ivelcheſter, and bounded on the north by 


. Hornblotton; on the eaſt by Lovington; on the ſouth by Babcary; and on the weſt 


by Eaſt-Lydford. The lands are moſtly paſture incloſed, and woody. 


The manor of Wetebulle, conſiſting of three hides, was given in the year 965 by 
King Edgar to Sigar the abbot and the monks of yy and in the next 
century was thus ſurveyed: 


« Serlo [de Burci] himſelf holds WATERHELLE. Elmer held it in the time e of King 


e Edward of the church of Glaſtonbury, and could not be ſeparated from it, and gelded 


1 
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« for three hides. The arable is four garucates. In demeſne is one carucate, with one 
« ſervant, and one cottager. It was formerly worth forty ſhillings, now forty ſhillings. 


& Of this land Goisfrid holds of Serlo one hide, and it is worth ten ſhillings.” 


In the time of Edw. I. and II. this place had owners of its name. 4 Edw. II. 
Reginald de Wythele is certified to hold fix ox-gangs of land in Wheathill of the King 
in chief by the ſervice of one pair of gilt ſpurs, or ſix-pence per annum in lieu of all 
other ſeryices. His lands came to the family of Welleſleigh, of whom Philip de 
Welleſleigh was lord of this manor 22 Edw. III.“ and after his death it paſſed by a 
coheireſs to the family of Banaſtre. 19 Ric. II. William Banaſtre died ſeized of the 
manor of Wheathill with the advowſon of the church, which he held of the Earl of 


. Huntingdon, leaving Joan the wife of Robert de Alfoxton his daughter and heir.* 


Which Robert de Alfoxton dying without iſſue, Joan his ſaid wife ſurviving him, 
married afterwards Sir John Hill, of Spaxton, knt. in whoſe family this manor con- 
tinued for ſome time, and is now the property of Mrs. Phillips of Yeovil. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Cary, and in the preſentation of the family 
of Phillips; the Rev. John Marſh is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt; it is a ſmall ſtructure, of one pace, 
having at the weſt end a little wooden turret, in which hang two bells, 


Againſt the ſouth wall is a ſtone to the memory of Zachary Bayley, of Bowliſh, eſq; 
who died July 19, 1773, aged 82, and Sarah his wife, who died Feb. 24, 1767, aged 83, 


Within one of the ſeats in this church, an elm ſhrub, two feet high, with upwards of 


thirty branches, is grown up from between the ſtones of the pavement, and has ſtood 
there ſome years. 


FM Adam, de Domerham. i. 85. : * Lib. Domeſday. a Eſc. 6 Ibid, 0 Ibid, 
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PUDDIMORE-MILTON 


F a pariſh ſituated in a flat marſhy country (whence the name) on the eaſt ſide of the 
Foſſe- road, two miles north from Ivelcheſter, and three eaſt from Somerton. 


A. D. 963 King Edgar gave the manor of Mideltone, i in which were contained ti two 
hides, to the church of Glaſtonbury, whereof Egelward was then abbot.* 


ce The church itſelf holds MipzLToxz. In the time of King Edward it gelded for 
ce ſix hides. The arable is ſix carucates. Thereof are in demeſne four hides and ſeven - 
cc acres, and there are two carucates, and eight villanes, and ſix cottagers, with four 


te ploughs. There are fifty acres of meadow, and one hundred acres of paſture, It 
« was and is worth fix pounds.“ 


In 1293 the abbot's eſtate in Middleton was rated at 141. 12s.* The manor conti- 
nued in the monaſtery till its ſuppreſſion, when King Henry VIII. by his letters patent 
bearing date the 36th year of his reign, granted to John Malte, as a gratuity for his 
faithful ſervices, all the manor of Myddelton, otherwiſe called Milton-Pidymore, other- 
wiſe Podymore-Mylton, with all its rights and members, together with the advowſon and 
the right of patronage of the church of Myddelton, parcel of the late monaſtery of 
 Glaſton.* 10 Eliz. the ſaid manor was in the poſſeſſion of John Horner, of Cloford, 

eſq; and ſtill remains in that family; Thomas Horner, of Mells-Park, eſq; being the 
preſent owner. According to the certificate returned ſoon after the diſſolution, the 
rents of aſſiſe and copyholders belonging to this manor, with the works and cuſtoms due 
to the ſame, were of the yearly value of 171. 1s. 104d. the demeſnes 6]. 6s. 10d. and 
perquiſites of courts and fines 41. os. gd.* 


The benefice was appropriated to Glaſtonbury hs and in the year 1292 valued at 
twelve marks three ſhillings and four-pence; the abbot of Glaſtonbury having a pen- 
ſion out of it of ten ſhillings." It is a rectory in the deanery of Ivelcheſter; the lord of 
the manor is the patron, and the Rev. Thomas Pearſon the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Peter, and is a ſmall building of one pace, having an 
octangular tower at the weſt end containing three bells. 


William Kemp, rector of this pariſh, was a great ſufferer in the rebellion of the laſt 
century, being with eleven children driven from his houſe into the ſtreets, and all his 


property plundered by the ſoldiers. He lived till the Reſtoration, was made a pre- 
bendary of Briſtol, and died! in 1664. i | 


" Adams: de Domerham. ii. 85. » Lib. Domeſday. © Taxat. Temporal. 
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Sometimes called a Bonouon. 


N another diſunited part of this hundred, between the hundreds of Cataſh and Hore- 
thorne, lie two adjoining pariſhes, viz. BLackroRD and Hol rox; the former of 


which is ſituated fix miles ſouthweſt from Wincanton, in a deep p valley, almoſt 
environed with hills tufted with wood. 


This manor was in the year 956 given by Edwy, eldeſt ſon of King Edmund, to 
Elf, called the P/eudo-Abbot of Glaſtonbury, having been ſurreptitiouſly promoted to 
that dignity in the room of the baniſhed Dunſtan.* This grant was afterwards con- 
firmed by King Edgar, and at the Conqueſt it was recorded, that 


ce Ailwacre holds of the Abbot, BLAchzroxp. Alnod held it of the abbot in the 
ce time of King Edward, and gelded for four hides. The arable is fix carucates. In 
ce demeſne are three carucates, and five ſervants, and ſeven villanes, and ten cottagers, 
< with four ploughs. There are one hundred and fifteen acres of meadow, and forty- 


te three acres of paſture, and forty-ſeven acres of wood. It is worth one hundred ſhil- 
de lings. When he received it, four pounds.“ 


| Another parcel of this pariſh belonged at this period to Turftin Firz-Rolf. 


« Alward holds of Turſtin, BLacuzroRp. The ſame held it in the time of King 
e Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is one carucate, with which there are 
« three cottagers. It is worth fifteen ſhillings.”* . 


In the great diſputes concerning the ſettlement of the ſees of Glaſtonbury, Wells, 
and Bath, the monks were obliged to part with Blackford among other manors to 
Biſhop Joceline; by which means it became a parcel of the poſſeſſions of the biſhoprick 
of Bath and Wells, and ſo continued till Biſhop Barlow in 1548 diſpoſed of it to the 
Duke of Somerſet. In the deed of conveyance it is ſtiled BLAckrORD cum Burgo. 


The other part of this pariſh was held by the barons-Moels and Lovel. 9 Edw. II. 
Nicholas de Moels had at his death one knight's fee in Blackford held of him * Hamo 
de Blackford, and the eighth part of another held by Richard Lovel.“ By the inquiſi- 
tion taken 35 Edw. III. after the deceaſe of Nicholas de Seymour, who ſucceeded to 
the lands of Lovel, it was found that he held the manor of Blackford, of which one part 
Was called the Eſtalle, and was held of Hamo [de Blackford] ſurnamed Fitz- Richard; 

another part was called Vytbele, and was held of Thomas de Courtney by knight's ſer- 
vice, and the rent of fix ſhillings and eight- pence per annum; another part was called 
Briceftenement, held under Sir John D' Acton, and the heir of James de Wylton, by the 
fame ſervice, and twenty ſhillings rent. And another part was called Thiſtleſbam, and 
was held of the Earl of Saliſbury by the ſervice of paying him yearly three ſhillings and 


four-pence per annum. The heirs to theſe eſtates were the families of Bampfylde and 
'Stawel. 


* Adam, de Domerham. i. 76. d Lib. Domeſday, © Thid. Lib. Feod. * Eſc. 
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Blackford was anciently a chapel to Maperton, an adjoining pariſh in the hundred of 
Caraſh, It is now a rectory in the canary of ih the preſent incumbent is the 
Rev. John Gatehouſe, 


The church is dedicated to St. Michael; and was "7 AA aile, at the weſt end of 
which is a tower with three bells. The entrance is under a fine Saxon arch, 


0K 


DJOINS to Blackſord on the northeaſt, and is ſituated on a ſmall eminence in 
the midſt of a woody flat, two miles ſouthweſt from Wincanton, and in the turn- 
pike-road from that town to Ivelcheſter. 


In the Conqueror's time part of this village belonged to Hunfrid, or Flumphey, the 
King's chamberlain, as we are informed by the following record: 


« Hunfrid holds ALTonz. Alnod held it in the time of King Edward, and gelded 
ec for two hides. The arable is two carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, and one 
ce villane, and four cottagers, with half a plough, and one ſervant. There are fix acres 
cc of meadow, and fix acres of wood. It was formerly worth 0 ſhillings, now 

te thirty ſnillings.“ | 


Part of it alſo belonged to the manor of South-Cadbury, and was afterwards poſ- 
ſeſſed by the family of Newmarch, from whom it came to that of Moels, and after 
them, as is ſet forth in the pariſh of North-Cadbury,” paſſed by a coheireſs to the 
Lords Botreaux, and from them to the Hungerfords. In the ſchedule of the eſtates 
of Lady Mary Hungerford (afterwards Lady Haſtings) this manor is ſpecified to be of 
the yearly value of 111. 7s. 2d.* It is now the property of the Rev. Mr. Plucknet. 


The living, the advowſon of which was 9 Edw. II. valued at 408. per annum,” is a 
rectory in the deanery of Cary; the Rev. Mr. Legge is the preſent incumbent. | 


The church is dedicated to St. Nicholas, and is a ſmall ſtructure of one pace, with 
a tower containing three bells. 


* 


Lib. Domeſday. > Vol. ü. p. 66. © Dugd, Bar. n. 212. Eſe. 
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HIS pariſh is ſituated on the confines of the hundred of Taunton-Dean, being 
divided from the main body of Whitley by the lower part of the hundred of 
North-Petherton. The river Tone waſhes it on the ſouthern ſide, and, in the hamlet 
of BaTa-Poor, paſſes under a ſtone bridge of two arches, repaired at the expence of 


the county. Within this pariſh are upwards of one hundred houſes, to many of which 
belong very conſiderable farms. 


This whole diſtrict, compriſing within its limits twenty-three. hides, was given ® 
Kentwin king of the Weſt-Saxons to the monaſtery of Glaſtonbury,* about fifty years 


before its refoundation by King Ina, who confirmed the grant, The ns 0p 8 
ſurvey deſcribes it as follows: 


« The Church itſelf holds MoxxchEToNE. In the time of King Edward it gelded 
« for fifteen hides. The arable is twenty carucates. Thereof Walchel [biſhop of 
« Wincheſter] holds of the abbot five hides, and one yard-land jn demeſne, and there 
cc are three carucates, and ſeven ſervants, and twenty villanes, and ſeven cottagers, 
8 « with ſeven ploughs. - There are twenty acres of meadow, and one hundred acres of 
| e paſture, and twenty-four acres of wood. It is worth ſeven pounds. 


3 ce In the ſame village Roger holds of the Abbot four hides, and three virgates of 
te land, and Serlo two hides and a half. They who held this in the time of King 
« Edward could not be ſeparated from the church. There are four carucates in de- 
« meſne, and three ſervants, and eight villanes, and eleven cottagers, with two ploughs 
« and a half, and nineteen acres of meadow, and forty acres of paſture. It is worth 
e among them four pounds and ten ſhillings.”” 


In 1293 the chamberlain of the abbey | of Glaſtonbury was certified to poſſeſs lands 
in Monkton of the value of 3ol. per ann.* 


By the ſuppreſſion of the ſaid abbey the manor of Monkton came to the crown, and 
was granted by King Edward VI. in the third year of his reign-to Sir William Poulet, 
knt. Lord St. John and his heirs to be held of the crown in chief by knight s ſervice." 
In 1573 John Powlet, knt. Earl of Wiltſhire and Marquis of Wincheſter, in conſide- 
ration of the ſum of 15421. 15s. ſold the ſame to John Quick, of Rendy in the pariſh 
of Oak, gent. and in 1616, it was purchaſed by Thomas Warre, eſq; by the daughter 
and heir of whoſe deſcendant Sir Francis Warre, bart. it came to the family of 
Bampfylde, and is now the property of Copleſtone Warre Bamptylde, eſq. The old 
manſion of the Marquis of Wincheſter ſtood near the church. On its ſite is an elegant 
modern building, called Court-houſe, the ſeat of Matthew Brickdale, eſq; one of the 
repreſentatives of the city of Briſtol in the three laſt parliaments. His arms are, Azure, 
a chevion between three ſheaves of five arrows or, flighted argent, pheoned and banded 


Adam. de Domerham. i. 97. Lib. Domeſday. 
Taxat. Temporal. Pat. 3 Edw. VI. p. 5. 
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gules ; which arms were granted by King Edward II. to Jenkyn Brickdale for his 
valiant ſervices performed in the field, 


Here is a hamlet called Gorrox, which formerly belonged to the family of Cary. 
John Cary of this place in the time of Edw. III. bore on his ſeal a bat diſplayed, ſur- 


mounted by a label of three points. Of late years Gotton has been the ſeat of the 
family of Muſgrave. ; 


At Warrosd is the ſeat of Henry William Sanford, eſq. This eſtate was purchaſed 
of the family of Sellick by the Rey. John Sanford, father of the preſent poſſeſſor, who 


built a good houſe on it, which was unfortunately burnt down in 1780, but is now 
rebuilt in an elegant ſtile, 


The living of Monkton, which is OI = and in the deanery of Taunton, was 
anciently appropriated to Glaſtonbury abbey, and valued in 1292 at thirty marks. 
The patronage was in the family of Sanford many years, till the late incumbent, the 
Rev. James Sanford, fold the perpetuity and right of preſentation to Francis Geach, 


M. D. of the Royal Hoſpital at Plymouth, who _—_— it to his nephew the *. 
George Croſſman, the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Auguſtin, and is a good edifice, 3 of a nave, 


chancel, and two ſide ailes. At the weſt end is a lofty tower, containing a clock and 
ſix bells. | 


On the ſouth ſide of the chancel is a mural monument of marble, with this inſcrip- 
tion: e Underneath this place lies the body of Richard Muſgrave, of this pariſh, 
eſq; ſecond fon of Richard Muſgrave, formerly of Nettlecombe, eſq. He married the 
Hon. Dame Rachel Speke, daughter of Sir William Wyndham, of Orchard-Wyndham, 
bart. and relict of Sir George Speke, of Haſlebury in the county of Wilts, bart. He 
died the 17th day of Auguſt 1727 without ifſue; and left to the poor of this pariſh four 
pounds a year for ever to be laid out in bread, according to the direction of his will.” 


Arms, Azure, ſix annulets; or, three, two, and one, Muſgrave; impaling, azure, a chevron 
between three lions heads eraſed or, Wyndham, 


There are ſeyeral other inſcriptions to the ſame family. 


In the eaſtern wall js an inſcription to the Rev. Timothy Locket, M. A. ide of 
this pariſh and Thurloxton, who died April 30, 1688, aged 72. 


At the eaſt end of the ſouth aile is a mural monument of white marble to the me- 
mory of the Rev. Alexander Popham, L. L. B. rector of this pariſh and Cleyhidon in 
the county of Devon, who died Jan. 6, 1738, aged nearly 36; and to Mary his wife, 


eldeſt daughter of Thomas Gatchel, of this pariſh, eſq; (who alſo lies interred within 
this church) ſhe died March 5, 17 54, aged 50. 


On a grave-ſtone i in the chancel floor;—< Here lyeth the body of William Kinglake, 
phyſitian, who dyed Sept. 2, 1660. 


c Contention's doubtful where two champions bee, 
Thou'ſt conquer'd death, now death hath conquer'd thee.” 


* Seals from ancient deeds, f Taxat. Spiritual, 


There 


456 CW EST MON Ek TON. [Thitiey, 


There were two chantries in this church, of one of which the laſt incumbent 
William Carverwell had a penſion in 15 53 of 21. 8s. 8d. Of the other William Callowe, 
31. 6s. 8d.* 


In the church-yard are two very large yew-trees, one of them meaſuring within a 
foot of the ground nearly twenty-four-feet in circumference, and dividing itſelf into 
- ſeveral immenſe branches, ſpreading to a great extent. 


At the extremity of the pariſh towards Taunton is an hoſpital built by Thomas 
| Lambrit about the year 1270, and afterwards improved by Richard Beere, abbot of- 


Glaſtonbury, 
* Willis s Fiſt, of Abbies, ii. 203. 


CW 


18 pariſh lies ſtill more remote from the central part of the hundred, being 
ſituated between, and totally environed by the hundreds of Cannington and 
Williton-Freemanors, four miles ſoutheaſt from Watchet, and eleven weſt from Bridg- 
water. It contains about thirty houſes, which form a ſmall village ſeated in a romantick 
winding hollow on the northeaſt flope of Quantock-hills. 


The property of this pariſh was at the Conqueſt divided between Roger de Curcelle, 
and William de Mohun, and is thus recorded: 


« William holds of Roger, HoLzrorp. Adelwald held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is one carucate. There are two 
« cottagers, and two ſervants, and one acre of meadow, and ten acres of paſture, and 
« one acre of wood. It is worth eighteen ſhillings. 

ce Alric holds of Roger, Hol ERrORDE. Alward held it in the time of King Edward, 
« and gelded for half a virgate of land. The arable is half a carucate, with which there 
« jg one villane, and itrenders three ſhillings.” 

e Hugh holds of William, HoLzroxzp. Alwold held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is two carucates, which are in de- 
ce meſne, with one ſervant, and one villane, and five cottagers, with one plough. There 

ec js a mill of ten- pence rent, and three acres. of meadow, and ſixty acres of paſture, and 
* four acres of wood. It was formerly worth ten ſhillings, now twenty ſhillings,” 


Holeford is reckoned in the fame ſurvey among thoſe lands which did cuſtom to the 
manor of Taunton.* It was afterwards held of the caſtle of Dunſter by knight's ſervice, 


and by the repairing and maintaining a certain part of the caſtle.” 50 Henry III. 
Matthew de Fourneaux was diſcharged of this laſt ſervice, a fine being paid by Sir 


„Lib. Domeſday. » Ibid, © See page 230 of this vols Ms. Palmer. 
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William de Malbanc his guardian.“ 2 Edw. III. Walter de Fourneaux, ſon of Sir 


Matthew, held it of Sir John de Mohun by the ſervice of half a knight's fre, who 
dying without children, it reverted to the elder ſon of Sir Matthew, and continued in 
his deſcendants till the year 1427, when it was ſold to John Rogers, of Brianſton in the 
county of Dorſet, eſq. It continued in his family till 1661, when Elizabeth dutcheſs of 
Richmond, daughter and ſole heir of Richard Rogers, eſq; ſold this manor and all the 
reſt of her family-eſtate to Sir William Portman, bart. who likewiſe ſold this manor, 
with that of Kilve in the hundred of Williton-Freemanors, to Sir John Rogers, a 
younger branch of the Brianſton family, and he paſſed his right to Mr. Conditt, who 
fold it to Mr. St. Albyn. 


In this pariſh are the hamlets of CoxewiLL and NewHaLL; the latter of which is 


| thus noted in the Domeſday ſurvey: 


© Robert holds of Ralph [Pagenel] NxVnALLE. In the time of King Edward it 
ce gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is three carucates. There are two cot- 
<« tagers, and half a mile of wood. It was always worth ten ſhillings. 


ce Theſe aforeſaid lands [viz. Stocheland, Stockland; Cantocheheve, Quantockſhead; . 
« Hewis, Huiſh-Champflower ; Bageberge, Bagborough; and Nevhalle, Newhall,] Merle- 


ce ſuain held in the time of King Edward.“ 


This hamlet was formerly the poſſeſſion of Sabina-Peche, of whom mention has been 
made in the account of Petherton-Park,* and afterwards belonged to the Earl of March, 
from whom it came to the crown, The tenants here held their lands by the ſervice of 
attending at Petherton-Park in fawning ſeaſon, or. paying a fine for non-attendance. 
This ſervice was afterwards changed into a certain rent, which is ſtill paid. 


The hamlet of Corewill is ſo called from a large ſpring of water, the ſource of a 
rivulet, which dividing itſelf near Bernworthy, paſſes through Stringſton, Fairfield, and 
Honibere; the other branch goes by Bernworthy and Sheerſton. It had formerly 
owners of its name, one of whom, Hugh de Coriwell, 38 Edw. III. ſeems to have been 
of ſome note, having born on his ſeal three wells, in alluſion ro his name. 


The church of Holford was appropriated to the priory of Stoke-Courci, and was 
granted by Henry VI. to Eton-college, in the patronage of which it ſtill continues. It 


is a rectory in the deanery of Bridgwater; the Rev. George Buxton i is the preſent 
incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is a ſmall building of o one pace, having 
a tower with three bells. | 


1 


« John Henboro, of this pariſh, at his deceaſe in 1631, gave gl. to the pariſh, the 
uſe thereof to be laid out, half on the church; the other half to poor IR for 
ever, to be diſtributed at Eaſter. 


« Agnes Winſor, of this pariſh, at her deceaſe 1637, gave 51. to the pariſh, the uſe 
for poor . at Chriſtmas for ever. 


* MS. Palmer. Lib. Domeſday. —* See page 61. Ms. Palmer. 
Vol. III. : Nun « Alexander 
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« Alexander Standfaſt, of Kilve, at his deceaſe 1643, gave to poor houſekeepers of 
this pariſh 6s. 8d. yearly out of his land at Lilſtock, to be diſtributed to them at Eaſter 
for ever.” ; | HS. 
The chriſtenings in this pariſh are on an average annually three; the burials two. 
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ERIVES its name from a hill near Cannard's-Grave, about a mile ſouthward 
D from Shepton-Mallet, called }/Þi/ftone-Hill, from a large ſtone of white 
appearance, which formerly, ſtood thereon, and at which the hundred courts, 
before their removal to the town of Shepton, were, according to an ancient uſage, held. 
It lies on the eaſt and northeaſt ſides of the twelve hides of Glaſtonbury, and was from a 
very early date a part of the poſſeſſions of that monaſtery, being held by the abbots of 
the crown at the rent of forty ſhillings per annum, payable into the King's exchequer.* 
The whole hundred in 1293 was rated to them at 61.” and by the ſurvey taken ſoon 
after the diſſolution of that monaſtery, it appears that the emoluments ariſing from 
amerciaments, fines of treſpaſſes, and other caſualties within this hundred, amounted 
to the ſum of 121. per annum. It was then granted to the Duke of Somerſet, and in 
his ſchedule, of which ſo frequent notice has been taken, it is called }hetRone and Blacks 
ford Hundred, being ſet down at the annual value of 71. 158. gd.* 
„Adam. de Domerham. Hiſt..ii. 577. * Taxat. Temporal. * Langtoft's Chron. i. 362. 
5: Pat. 1 Ed. VI. p. 4. MS. Valor. 
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HE town of Shepton, additionally denominated Mallet from its ancient lords, is 
ſituated five miles eaſt from the city of Wells, twelve ſouthweſt from Frome, and 
ſixteen from Bath; the Roman Foſſe- road thence paſſing a little to the eaſtward of the 
town. Its ſite is chiefly in a low recluſe valley, interrupted with winding rocky ſhelves 
and dingles; and it gompriſes upwards of twenty ſtreets and lanes, which are in general 
narrow, acclivous, and dirty. For many years it has been famous for its manufacture 
of woollen-cloth, in which at preſent about four thouſand hands are daily employed, 


and this, with a conſiderable manufacture of knit ſtockings, affords a ſufficient object : 
of induſtry to the indigent part of its inhabitants, 
| Nan2 | Ihe 
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The pariſh. is exceedingly populous; the Town 8 contains nine hundred 
and ſixty-ſeven houſes, incluſive of a work-houſe, in which are 130 perſons, 


The tithing of CARLTON and BoppEx, ſixty houſes. 
The hamlet of DARsEIL, twenty-five houſes. 
- BowL1sH, thirty-two houſes; and 
OaxniLL, fifty-four houſes. 


In the whole there are eleven hundred and dee houſes, and * nine thou- 
ſand inhabitants. 


The religious perſuaſions are various, there being . for preſbyterians, 
quakers, and methodiſts. 


11 Edw. II. a charter was granted for a market to be held in this town on Monday, 
and a fair on the eve, day, and morrow after the feaſt of St. Barnabas the Apoſtle. The 
market is now kept on Friday, and the fair, which is called Silver-ſtreei fair, on the 
8th of Auguſt, The market-place is on the eaſt ſide of the Town-freet, at its entrance 
from which ſtands a very curious market-croſs of ſtone, conſiſting of five arches, ſup- 
ported by pentagonal columns ; and in the centre is a large hexagonal pillar, ſtanding 
on two rows of ſteps, and ſupporting a flat roof, over which riſes a lofty pyramidal 
- ſpire, decked with Gothick niches, and crowned at the top with an oblong entablature, 
on which are the figures of our Saviour on the croſs between the two malefactors, and 
ſeveral ſaints. This croſs was erected in the year 1500 by Walter and Agnes Buk- 
lond, [or de Buckland, in this county] as we learn from the following inſcription, on a 
braſs-plate affixed to the central pillar: 


«« Df yo charyte pray for the ſoules of cAalter Buklond & Agnys hys 
wyff w whoys goods thys croſſe was made in the pere of o Lord God. 
M' whoys obbytt ſhalbe. kepte for ever in thys parisſhe churche of 
Shepton-Mallet y* xxviij day of Movember whoys ſoules Jhii pardon.” 

Lands of conſiderable value have been r to the na of this curious 
ſtructure, 


In this town was anciently a tumbrell or 1 ſet up, as it appears, by Hugh 
de Vivonne, lord of this manor, in the time of Henry III. for the correction of unquiet 
women, which unſeemly apparatus, Michael de Ambreſbury, lord abbot of Glaſtonbury, 

NT « Who ſatan's wiles, and churliſh bondage broke, 

And gave his flock the freedom of their plains,” 


with ſome difficulty i in a ſuit at law removed. 
Here is the county bridewell, ' 


Of curious occurrences in this town and its vicinity, the following ſeems particularly 
worthy of recording. In the year 1763, one Owen Parfitt, an old man, by trade a 
taylor,but who had in his younger years ſerved as a ſoldier in America, was living at 
Weſtern-Shipton in this pariſh in the turnpike-road to Wells. By long illneſs and a 


* Cart, 11 Edw. II. n. 36, e Ses his epitaph vol. i · p. 253. Adam. de Domerham. i. 506. 
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melancholy turn of mind, he was reduced to ſuch extreme weakneſs as to be obliged 
to keep his bed, and was emaciated almoſt to a ſkeleton. He depended on his neighbours 
for ſupport, and was taken care of by an aged ſiſter. By his own deſire he had ſeveral 
times been brought down ſtairs in an elbow chair, and placed in the paſſage of the 
houſe for the benefit of the air. In this ſituation he was left one evening for a few 
minutes, but on his attendant's return (ſtrange to tell I) this helpleſs man was miſſing, 

and no where to be found; nor has he ever ſince been heard of. A man of his deſcription 
was obſerved the ſame evening in the Weſt Woodlands of Frome; but his perſon could 
not be identified. It is generally ſuppoſed, that ſeized with ſome ſudden fit of phrenzy, 
or impelled by ſome extraordinary effort of nature, he quitted his ſeat, and that leaving 
the town, he rambled through by-paths till falling into ſome pool, pit or cavern, his 
appearance and exiſtence upon earth were at once terminated together. 


In this town was born, about the year 1460, Hugh Inge, or de Ynge, who was edu- 
cated at Wincheſter-ſchool, and made fellow of New college in Oxford in 1484. 
After quitting the college in 1496 he travelled abroad and had the degree of Doctor 
in Divinity conferred upon him, and on his return became ſucceſſively prebend of Eaſt- 
Harptree and ſuccentor of the cathedral of Wells; warden of Wapulham in the dioceſe 
of Lincoln; prebendary of Auſt in the church of Weſtbury, (then in the dioceſe of 
Worceſter, but ſince in that of Glouceſter) to which the vicarage of Wellow in this 
dioceſe was annexed by the Pope; vicar of Oldeſton in the dioceſe of Lincoln; of 
Doulting in this county, by the preſentation of Richard Beere, abbot, and the convent 
of Glaſtonbury, on the death of Mr. William Speckington; and of Weſton alias Sowy, 
by the preſentation of the ſame abbot and convent, on the death of Mr. Robert Stafford. 
In 1511 he was incorporated P. D. in the univerſity of Oxford; and in the ſame year 

was made Biſhop of Meath in Ireland, whence he was tranſlated to the archiepiſcopal 
ſee of Dublin in 1521; and about the ſame time was made chancellor of Ireland, where 


he was highly eſteemed for his integrity and juſtice. He died at Dublin, Aug. 3 
1528, and was buried in St. Patrick's church.* 


Walter Charleton, an eminent phyſician, was alſo born here Feb. 2, 1619. He was 
inſtructed in grammatical learning by his father, the Rev. Walter Charleton, rector of 
the pariſh, and in 1635 was entered at Magdalen-hall in Oxford. Here he applied 
himſelf to phyſick, of which in 1642 he obtained. the degree of doctor, and was ſuc- 
ceſſively phyſician in ordinary to Charles I. and IT. On the inſtitution of the Royal 

Society he became one of its firſt members. In 1689 he was choſen preſident. of the 
College of Phyſicians ; but ſoon after retired in rather indigent circumſtances to the 
iſland of Jerſey, and died in 1707, aged 87. He wrote and publiſhed ſeveral ingenious 


treatiſes, among which is Chorea Gigantum, or an account of Stonehenge, which he 
attributes to the Danes. 


Here alſo was born in 1680 Simon Browne, a learned aiming miniſter, and Smog 
particularly againſt Woolſton and Tindal; he died in 1732. 


Shepton was in old time an appendage to, or part of the. manor. of Pilton, 
which was given by King Ina, A. D. 705, to the flouriſhing abbey of Glaſtonbury. > 


Athene Oxon. i, 666, ; * Of him ſee the general Biographical Dictionary, vol. ii. p. 454. 


=  - SHEPTON-MALLET. [Whirſione, 


At the Conqueſt it conſiſted of ſix hides and a half, which were held of the abbot by 
Roger de Curcelle. But its ſubſequent tenants were the barons Malet, who gave 
the place the appellation by which it is to this day diſtinguiſhed. This place it ſeems 
was once the head of their barony, which conſiſted of twenty-one knjghts' fees, and 
in the time of Henry I. was jointly held by Sir Robert Malet, and Hubert de Sancta 
Suſanna; but in the time of Henry II. the whole of it was in the poſſeſſion of Sir 
William Malet, for which he accounted to the King twelve knights' fees, and paid the 
ſum of fifteea pounds twelve ſhillings and ten- pence. His ſon's name was alſo William, 
whoſe reſidence was chiefly at Curry-Mallet in this county, where he had his caſtle; 
but unluckily confederating with the rebellious barons againſt King John, all his eſtates 
were forfeited to the crown, and this manor was given to Sir Hugh de Vivonne, who 
had married Mabel, one of his daughters and coheirs. This Sir Hugh de Vivonne 
was deſcended from a family who were long ſeated at Poictiers in France, and was 
ſeneſchal or ſteward of Poictiers, Aquitaine and Gaſcony. By the ſaid Mabel he had 
iſſue William de Vivonne, who on account of his military fortitude was ſurnamed de 
Fortibus. He married Maud de Kyme, daughter and coheir of Sybill de Ferrers, one 
of the daughters and coheirs of William Marſnall earl of Pembroke, and relict of 
Simon de Kyme; who, ſurviving her ſaid huſband, had 44 Henry III. an aſſignment of 
this manor in dower, with all its appertenances, except the advowſon of the pariſh | 
church, and under her the manor of Shepton was held by Geffrey de Laverton and 
Robert de St. Clare. She left iſſue four daughters, the eldeſt of whom, Joan, was 
married to Reginald Fitz-Peter, or Piers; Cecilia the ſecond, to John de Beauchamp; 
Mabil the third, to Fulk de Archiaco; and Sybill the fourth, to Guy de Rupe de 
Cavardo. A moiety of this manor came to the poſſeſſion of the Beauchamps, and 
from them paſſed by a coheireſs to the families of Meriet and Gournay, from whom 


it came to the crown, and was finally annexed to the dutchy of Cornwall, to which it 
now belongs. 


The other moiety of the manor came by the marriage of Alice the daughter of 
Reginald Fitz-Piers, by Joan the eldeſt daughter and coheir of William de Fortibus 
and Maud his wife abovementioned, to Sir Thomas de Weſt, knt. anceſtor of the Earls 
Delawarr, in which family it continued for ſeveral deſcents, and is now the property of 
Peter Sherſton, eſq. 5 

The manor of CHARL rox belongs to Levi Ames, eſq. 


The eccleſiaſtical matters of this pariſh commence at an early date. We are in- 
formed by William of Worceſter that St. Indractus, the Iriſh martyr and confeſſor, was 
buried here with his hundred fellow-martyrs;" but Capgrave and the martyrologies ſay 
that he was interred at Glaſtonbury, and give-the following account of him: Returning 
from Rome, whither he had been on a pilgrimage, into Britanny, A. D. 709, he reſolved 
to purſue his journey to Glaſtonbury, and there at the monument of St, Patrick to 
Pour forth his prayers to Gop, At that time King Ina held his court at JPedret, in 


' See Pilton. Lib. nig. Scac. i. 88, » Rot. Pip. 14 Hen. II. 
' » Vincent's Baronage, MS. in Coll. Arm. * Mag. Rot, 44 Hen, III. i Regiſt, Glaſton. 
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the villages about which many of his ſervants and attendants were Aiſperſed, Among 
them there was a certain ſon of iniquity, called Hona, who curiouſly obſerving Indractus 


and his companions in their way from Glaſtonbury, imagined that their bags and purſe, 


were well ſtored with money. Whereupon he and his accomplices followed them, and 
overtook them at the village of Shapwick, where they entered the houſe in which they 
were ſleeping, and maſſacred them all. This done, by way of ſecrecy, they threw their 


bodies into a deep pit; but they were ſoon miraculouſly diſcovered, and interred with 
great funeral honours." 


The rectory of Shepton was in 1292 valued at twenty marks, the vicarage of the 
ſame at eight marks and a half, and a penſion to the rector at twenty ſhillings.* The 
benefice is rectorial, in the deanery of Cary; the preſentation is alternately in the Prince 
of Wales, and in the family of Wickham. The Rev. Frederick William Blomberg is 
the preſent incumbent. To this church belongs a ſmall rectorial manor. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, ſtands on the eaſt fide of 
the market-place, and is a very large and handſome edifice in the form of a croſs, com- 
poſed of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ſide-ailes, north and ſouth tranſept, a chapel 
on each ſide of the chancel, and at the northeaſt angle a ſmall chantry, now uſed as a 
veſtry-room. At the weſt end ſtands a well-built tower, formerly ſurmounted by a 
ſpire, and containing a clock and eight bells. On the weſt ſide of the tower in niches 
are the effigies of the Virgin Mary, St. Peter, and St. Paul. The roof of the nave is 


curiouſly interlaced with fret-work; the pulpit is cut out of one ſtone, as is alſo the font, 
which is circular and very large. 


In the two windows of the north aile are the mutilated effigies of two knights templars 
in complete armour, and croſs-legged; that in the lowermoſt window has a ferocious 
countenance, his right arm croſſes his body, and reclines upon his ſhield, which is placed 
over his left, and of an oblong form; and between his legs is his ſword. The other 
effigy has alſo an oblong ſhield on his left arm, and at his feet the remains of a dog. 
Theſe effigies, according to the tradition of the place, repreſent two of the Malets, whe 
went into the holy wars, and probably they might be the two Williams of that name 
who were engaged in that ſervice in the reign of Henry II. 


The chapel on the north Gde of the chancel was the place of ſepulture of the Barnard 
and Strode families. On the eaſt wall is a ſmall ſtone monument, with the half length 
ftatue thereon of Edward Barnard, of Downſide, eſq; who died Sept. 9, 1641, aged 56. 
Arms, Argent, a demi-bear. erect ſable, muzzled or. 


Near it on the north wall is a memorial to Jane Barnard, widow of the ſaid Edward 
Barnard, and daughter and coheir of John Smythes of Wrington, eſq; who died April 
12, 1658, aged 68. Arms, Argent, a chevron azure between three oak- leaves vert, 
each charged with an acorn or. 


Againſt the eaſt wall is a large — incloſed within a 3 6 Gn whereon 
is engraved the portraiture of a man in armour, kneeling at an altar, with his right hand 


» Creſly's Church Hiſtory, 532. * Taxat, Spiritual. 
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on his breaſt, and his left holding back the arm of death, juſt going to ſtrike with his 
dart a female kneeling oppoſite with her hands uplifted, and with his left hand pre- 
{nting her with a wreathed crown. Over her head is a ſcroll, inſcribed © vincenti 
dabitur; and between is this inſcription, -©<© Parum fuit, diu vixit. Behind the man 
are ſix ſons kneeling, and over the head of each his name, viz. WILL. Ep“ Jo Geo. 
Esskx. BARN ARD. Behind the woman are three daughters with eic! names alſo, I Axx, 
ELIZABETH, JOHANNA. Over the figures there is this inſcription: 


« In memoriam Johannz Strode, quæ conjux fuit Gulielmi Strode Baringtonenſis, 
armigeri, unigenita Edwardi Barnard Downſidenſis generoſi, quæ viceſimo tertio ſex- 
tilis, anno milleſimo ſexcenteſimo quadrageſimo nono mortalitatem explevit, quadra- 
geſimo ſecundo ætatis ſuæ, nuptiarum vero viceſimo octavo anno; cum liberos ſex- 
decim numero peperiſſet, viz. Filios duodecim cum quatuor filiabus, ex quibus filit 

ſex, cum nata una vitam (illa ſuperſtite) morte commutarunt;. ſex. vero cum tribus 
natabus adhuc ſuperſunt. Fuit fœcunda, fidelis, benevola, auxiliaris, manſueta, diligens 
ac ſedula; necnon omnibus quibus cum aliqua cum illa interfuit neceſſitudo obſequioſa. 
Optima fuit Chriſtiana, pia filia in parentes, uxor proba, indulgens mater, mitis domina, 
grata cognita, benigna vicina. Ac ita ſummo animi guadio fatis conceſſit, et jam 
corona illa gloriæ potitur quæ ipſi in præmium repoſita fuit a Domino et ſotere ſuo Jeſu 


Chriſto. Proverbs xxxi. 31. Give ber of the fruit of her hands, and let her works 
praiſe ber in the gates. 


Arms, in the dexter corner of the plate, 1 on a canton able, a creſcent argent, 
Strode; in the ſiniſter, Barnard. Strode impaling Barnard. Between the man and 
woman is a large ſhield with the following bearings, which are blazoned on the wall 
below, viz. 1. Strode. 2. Ermine, a feſſe gules. 3. A bend between fix croſs-croſlets. 
4. Gules, a griffin rampant or, debruiſed with a bend ermine. 5. Ermine, a chevron 


ſable. 6. Gules, a wivern paſſant argent. 7. Ermine, on a chevron ſable three. martlets 
argent. 8. Sable, a croſs moline argent. 


On the ſame wall is a monument with this b Near this marble is de- 
poſited the pretious duſt of Edward Strode, of Downlide, eſq; the ſon of William Strode, 
of Barrington, eſq; by Mrs. Johanna, the only daughter of Edward Barnard, of Downſide, 
eſq; and the huſband of Mrs. Joane Strode, the daughter of Alderman Gonning, of 
Briſtol, by whome he had five ſons and five daughters; who in his life-time was an 
excellent reflection of all the vertue and luſtre he derived from his anceſtors, and at his 
death fully recompenc'd the honour of his deſcent by leaving an unſtained and poliſhed 
mirror thereof to poſterity; who in all reſpects, relating to Gop, his country, his own 
family, and to the houſehold of faith, hath. left an example to be juſtly admired, but 
rarely imitated. Reader, in ſhort, if thou hadſt the pleaſure to know him, he needs no 
other praiſe but to be named. If thou wert a ſtranger to him, read ſome little more of 
his character upon his tombe. Turne it into practiſe, and thou ſhalt be acquainted with 
him hereaſter. He having lived above ſeaventy years an exile here below (for ſuch 
is gur life on earth) being aged 73, he returned home to his native and .heavenly 
countrey the 28th of October 1703.. The ſigne given from thence for his approaching 
removal was on the Lord's-day at his family devotion, and the 4th day after he aſcended 
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into his eternal ſabbath, where he reſts from all his labours, and whither his works, 
- which were wrought | in Gop, have followed him. This monument his eldeſt daughter 
and executrix hath erected to be both a joyfull and ſorrowfull memorial of him to his 
ſurviving relations and his chriſtian friends; the former for his gain, the latter for their 
loſs. —Phil. i. 21. For me to live is Chriſt, to die is gaine. Arms, 1. Quarterly, firſt 
and fourth; Strode. 2. Barnard. 3. Gules, three guns in pale argent; Gunning. 

Near it is a memorial to Mrs. Joan Strode, wife of the ſaid Edward Strode, eſq; who 
died April 1, 1679, aged 40. 

On the north ſide of the chancel is a neat mural monument of marble to the me- 
mory of the Rev. Thomas Wickham, M. A. thirty years rector of this pariſh, vicar of 
Caſtle-Cary, and prebendary of Wells. He died Dec. 9, 1786, aged 54. 

1 On a table againſt a north pillar of the nave: 
© DoxA CHARITATIS. 


* Thomas White, citizen of London, A. D. 1636, gave 81. to this pariſh yearly for 
ever, viz, to the miniſter 108. for a ſermon Nov. 1ſt; to the churchwardens 88. ; to the 


clark 2s.; to the poor 71.” 
On a braſs-plate o on the oppoſite pillar: 


bo Mrs. Frances Combe by her will gave four hundred pounds in truſt to Francis 
Morgan and William Purlewent, to apply the intereſt thereof on the 27th day of 
January yearly in the pariſh church of Shepton-Mallet, in the following manner: 

« To the rector for a ſermon to be preached on that day 


1 
« To each of the churchwardens for their attendance 1 
cc To the clerk — — — — o 10 6 
« To the ſexton | — 0 5 © 


« And the reſidue to ſuch of the poor inhabitants not having relief of the pariſh, as 
the ſaid truſtees ſhall think to be in moſt need thereof, five ſhillings each. 

ce N. B. The faid will was proved in Doctors-Commons 27 May 1785, and a copy 
of ſuch part thereof as relates to this charity is depoſited in the pariſh cheſt.” 


There were two gilds or fraternities in this pariſh church ; the one dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity, the other to St. John the Baptiſt; to which belonged lands in Shepton- 
Mallet, Aſhwick, Kilmerſdon, Stoke-St.-Michael, Holcombe, Ivelcheſter, Berwick, 
Elſton, and Stoford, all which 2 Edw. VI. were granted to John Horner, gent.“ After 
the diſſolution of chantries, Robert Hyll, incumbent of one gild, was allowed a penſion of 
4l. John Baylie, incumbent of the other, 4l. 1 38. 2d.; and William Hurne, miniſter, 41.* 


On the ſouth ſide of the church- yard i is an alms-houſe founded by Edward Strode, 
of Downſide, eſq; A. D. 1699, for four poor men, who have 28. 6d. a week each, and 
are clothed once in two years. And on the north fide of the church-yard, but fronting 
the ſtreet, is the free grammar-ſchool, which is endowed with the rectorial manor of 


Meare in this county; and adjoining to it is an alms-houſe for four poor womenz but 
they have no endowment nor ſtipend, 


Fat. 2 Edw. VI. p. 3. | © Willis Hiſt, of Abbies, ii. 203. 
Vol. III. . | O00 | BATCOMBE. 
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HIS is a conſiderable village, ſituated (as its name implies) in a narrow valley, in 

the road betwixt the towns of Frome and Brewton; being diſtant from the former 
nine miles towards the ſouthweſt, and from the latter three miles north. A ſmall river 
riſing at Upton-Noble runs through the combe, in its way to the Brew. The ſides 
of the hills here are either clothed with wood, or finely cultivated; from ſome of them, 
particularly Portway and Walter's-Hill, extenſive proſpects open over a great part of 
the county, the weſt and ſouth parts of Wilts, and the north of Dorſet. The lands are 


all incloſed, but not crouded with wood; and there is a greater proportion of paſture 
than tillage. 


The hamlet of 33 containing thirty houſes, 15 a mile towards the weſt. 
That of AsHcouRE, northeaſt, contains ten houſes. 

ALLAu, northweſt, five. And 

SPARGROVE, ſouth, ſix houſes. 


All being nearly the ſame diſtance from the pariſh 8 and their lands for the 
moſt part anciently included within the extenſive manor of Batancumbe, which was given 
by AElſi, or Ælfare, the Salden mon, or Major-Domo of King Edgar, to the monaſtery of 


Glaſtonbury. The following deſcription of this manor we read in the Conqueror's 
ſurvey: 


«© The Church itſelf holds BarEUM BE. In the time of King Edward it gelded for 
« twenty hides. The arable is ſixteen carucates. Thereof are in demeſne nine hides, 
ee and three virgates of land. There are two carucates, and fix ſervants, and four vil- 
e lanes, and fourteen cottagers, with three ploughs. There is a mill of five ſhillings 


ce rent, and twenty acres of meadow, and fix acres of paſture, and forty acres of wood. 
ce It is worth to the abbot ſeven pounds. 


&« Of the land of this manor Roger holds two hides, Ulwi held them in the time 
ce of King Edward, and could not be ſeparated from the church. He has there one 
ce plough, with one ſervant, and three cottagers. There are twelve acres of meadow, 
ce and ten acres of paſture. It is worth twenty ſhillings. 


ce Of the ſame land of this manor Azelin holds in WzsTcumBE ſeven hides and three 
. virgates of land. Alfhilla held them in the time of King Edward, and could not be 
| e ſeparated from the church. In demeſne are two carucates, and fix villanes, and ſeven 
© bordars, and ſix cottagers, with one ſervant, having two ploughs and a half. There 
te are two mills rendering five ſhillings, and twelve acres of meadow, and twelve acres of 
ec paſture, and ſixteen acres of wood. It is worth four pounds and ten ſhillings. TWO 
« hides of this land were villenage, and five others were thane land. 


The monaſtick eſtates here were in 1293 rated at 211. I 58. and the abbot had a 
charter of free-warren for the ſame by the grant of King Edw. III.“ There was a long 


Adam. de Domerham. i, 85. b Lib. Domeſday x. PTaxat. Temporal. 
Cart. 4 Edw. III. n. 87. ſtanding 
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ſtanding diſpute between the abbots of Glaſtonbury and the family of Sanzaver of 
Spargrove, concerning their intercommonage in the manors of Batcombe and Spar- 
grove, which was at length determined by Ralph Sanzaver giving up to Abbot Robert 
two acres of arable land of his demeſne which lay intermixed with the abbey lands, and 
alſo all his right of common in Batcombe, and the ſaid abbot renouncing bis commonage 
in Spargrove to the ſaid Ralph Sanzaver in perpetuum. The monaſtery being diſſolved, 
the manor of Batcombe, with the advowſon of the pariſh church, and the demeſnes, 
tenements, woods, and other hereditaments in Batcombe and Shepton-Mallet; part 
thereof, called by the names of Northowes-wood, containing one hundred acres; Wolhy- 
wood, containing twenty acres; Withiwood, ten acres; Blackland, Pettyfurlonge, Hewiſbe, 
and common paſture in the common of Mendip, was granted 36 Henry VIII. to James 
Biſſe and his heirs, to be held of the King in chief by the ſervice of the twentieth part 
of a knight's fee, and the rent of 31. 6s. 64d. per annum.“ The families of Malte and 
Harington were alſo ſometime in poſſeſſion of this manor, which in procels of time be- 
came by purchaſe the property of the Bridges family, from whom it deſcended to the 
Duke of Chandos. 


The manor of SyarcROVE, anciently called Spertegrave, ſeems always to have had 
diſtinct lords from thoſe of Batcombe, of whom the Sanzavers were the chief. In the 
time of Edw. I. Hugh Sanzaver was lord thereof, holding the ſame of the heirs of Lord 
John de Brewes. He died 12 Edw. I. leaving Ralph his ſon and heir.” Which Ralph 
was he that ſettled the diſpute with the abbot of Glaſtonbury, the witneſſes to that deed 
of compoſition being Sir Warin de Raleigh, and William Fitz-Adam, to the laſt of 
whom he ſeems to have been allied. In the time of Henry VI. it belonged to John 
earl of Arundel. 13 Eliz. the manors of Spargrove and Weſtcombe were held by John 
Biſſe. This was a very ancient and reſpectable family, bearing for their arms, Sable, three 
eſcallop ſhells in pale argent. Of them was Philip Biſſe, D. D. a native of Spargrove, 
fellow of Magdalen-college in Oxford, ſubdean of Wells in 1572, and archdeacon of 
Taunton in 1584. On the founding of Wadham college, he gave thereto two thou- 
ſand volumes of books, a benefaction ſo highly eſteemed that the foundreſs cauſed his 
portrait, drawn in his formalities, to be hung over the door, with the following ſuper- 
ſcription: © Dorothea Wadham, fundatrix hujus collegii, hanc Philippi Biſſe, S. 
Theologiz doctoris effigiem, quia hanc bibliothecam ſuis libris ornavit, in grati animi 
teſtimonium, fieri voluit, atque hic appendi mandavit; ætatis ſuæ 72, An. Dom. 161 * 
He died Oct. 28, 1613, in the 72d year of his age, and was buried in the chancel of 
the pariſh church of Batcombe, where he is engraven on a braſs- plate at prayers, and 
over him an alluſive inſcription to his memory. 


Hic jacet ecce tuum quondam Batcombia lumen, 
Qui mihi patronus Bis tibi doctor erat. 
Terra cadaver habet, varios acadernia libros; 
Charas paſtor oves, alter et alter opes. 
Aſtra tenent animam, venerabile patria nomen; 
Tam pia vita fuit, tam bona fata viri.“ 


„Adam. de Domerham. ii, 532. * Pat. 36 Hen, VIII. p. 7. Efe. 
»Regiſt. Glaſton. fol. 307. Eſe. * Wood's Hilt, of Oxford, 601. 
Ooo?2 Spargrove 
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Spargrove is now the eſtate and ſeat of Thomas Coward, eſq, The rectory of Spar- 
grove was annexed to Batcombe; the church was dedicated to St. Lawrence. 


AsSHcoMBE belonged in the Conqueror's time to the Biſhop of Coutances, and is thus 
ſurveyed: 


« Herluin holds of the Biſhop, Arsszxcome. Brictric held it in the time of King 


« Edward, and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is five carucates. In 


ce demeſne are two carucates, and ſeven ſervants, and fix villanes, and five cottagers, 
ce with three ploughs. There are forty acres of meadow, and three acres of coppice- 


te wood, and one hundred acres of paſture. It was and is worth one hundred ſhillings,” 


It was afterwards held by the Arthur family.” 


The manor of Weſtcombe, and an eſtate called BarcouRE-Lopox, are the property 
of Thomas Whitehead, eſq. 


The living of Batcombe cum SpaxcRovr, being reftorial and in the deanery of 
Cary, was appropriated to the abbey of Glaſtonbury, and valued in 1292 at fourteen 
marks and a half; the ſacriſt of Glaſtonbury having a penſion out of it of twenty 


ſhillings.” The patronage is veſted in Bicknell Coney, eſq; and the Rev. Thomas 
Coney 1s the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, north and 


ſouth ailes, and a high tower at the welt end, with an open balluſtrade at the top, and 
containing ſix bells; 


On the ſouth ſide of the church is an elegant mural monument of white, grey, and 
Sienna marble, inſcribed, «© Underneath lie the remains of Thomas Coward, eſq; 
and Mary his wife, of Spargrove in this county, who through a long life (if human life 
can be called long) practiſed thoſe virtues which made them beloved when living, and 


| lamented now dead. She died Oct. 6, anno. ſalutis 1766, ætat. 76; he May 7, 1773, 


æt. 86. Though ſtrictly juſt, yet he was always inclined to pardon; though fond of 
ancient hoſpitality, yet not profuſe; though mild, affable, and courteous, yet honeſt 
and ſincere. Both endeavoured to the beſt of their abilities, as parents, friends, and Chriſ- 
tians, to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with their Gop.” Arms, Argent, 
on a chevron gules three martlets of the field, on a chief of the ſecond a chamber-piece 
or, Coward; impaling ſable two bars argent, on a chief of the firſt a griffin or. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are on the annual average twenty-nine; the burials 


eighteen. The whole number of houſes in the pariſh is ninety-three, and of inhabitants 
five hundred. 


- 
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CROSCOMBE, or CORSCOMBE, 


S an adjoining pariſh to Shepton-Mallet, from which it is diſtant two miles towards 
the weſt; being bounded on the north and eaſt by the Mendip hills. The village 

is pleaſantly ſituated at the bottom of a deep narrow valley, watered by a rivulet called 
Croſcombe Water, which, riſing on the ſide of Mendip above Shepton, paſſes on, fed with 
other ſtreams, to Dinder, Dulcot, and Godney-moor, where it mixes with the Brew. 
It is compactly built, and had formerly a market, granted by King Edw. I. and con- 
firmed by Edw. III. and Henry IV. but this market being dropt, another charter was 
procured for its renewal by Hugh Forteſcue, eſq; lord of the manor; this market alſo 


has been ſuſpended ſome years. It ſtill retains a fair of the grant of Edw. I. which is 
held annually on Lady-day. | 


About a mile to the northeaſt is a hamlet called Drooe, which contains nine houſes. 
The whole number of dwellings amounts to one hundred and thirty-ſix, and of inhabi- 
tants to about ſix hundred and ſixty. The lands are moſtly paſture. 


The manor was in ancient times a member of Pilton, and contained three hides, 
which at the time of the great ſurvey were held by Roger de Curcelle, together with the 
manor of Shepton-Mallet. 5 Edw. II. Elias Cotell held one knight's fee in Corſcombe,* 
which afterwards came to the family of St. Mawr, who held it of the Paltons its chief 
lords.“ 28 Henry VI. Sir William Palton, knt. held the manor of Corſcombe, with 
the advowſon of the church, eight meſſuages, and ſixty acres of land in this pariſh, of 
John Duke of Somerſet, as of his manor of Curry-Mallet.© Afterwards it became the 
inheritance of the family of Pomroy, and thence paſſed to that of Forteſcue, of Filley 
in Devonſhire, of whom Hugh the ſon of Hugh Forteſcue, eſq; by Bridget his wife, 
daughter and heireſs of Hugh Boſcawen, of Tregothnan in Cornwall, by Margaret his 
wife, the fifth daughter and coheireſs of Theophilus earl of Lincoln and baron Clinton 
was in that right in 1721 created Baron Clinton, and in 1746 Earl Clinton. The faid 
Earl of Clinton ſold off moſt of the eſtates in Croſcombe, and diſmembered the manor 
among the tenants and others. The rectorial manor, with the advowſon of the church, 
was ſold to the Rev. Mr. Sampſon, and is now in the poſſeſſion of his ſon the Rev. 


Henry Sampſon, who is both patron and incumbent of the living, which is a rectory in 
the deanery of Cary. 


The church is dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, 
and ſide ailes; at the weſt end is an embattled tower, crowned with a handſome ſpire, 

the whole one hundred and eight feet in height. This tower contains a clock and five 
bells. The chancel is ſeparated from the nave by a rich open-work ſcreen, on the 
cornice of which are theſe coats, viz. 1. Azure, on a bend engrailed argent, cotiſed or, 
a creſcent for difference; Forteſcue. 2. The ſame impaling or, on a feſſe dauncettẽe 
between three cantons ſable, each charged with a lion rampant guardant of the firſt, 
three bezants. 

On the ſouth ſide of the chancel is a neat = monument of marble to the memory 
of Thomas George, of this pariſh, gent. who died May 31, 1741, aged 71, and of 
+ Lib, Feod. Eſc, bid. 
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divers of his family; as alfo to the memory of the Rev. Richard Jenkins, M. A. canon- 
reſidentiary of Wells, who died Sept. 19, 1764, aged 51. 


In the ſouth wall of the ſouth aile is a braſs plate, with an inſcription to James Biſſe, 
gent. who died Nov. 18, 1606, aged 72. And on the ſame wall is another braſs, 
whereon are engraven the figures of a man and woman, kneeling at a table, with books 
open before them, and nine boys and nine girls kneeling behind them. Underneath is 
this inſcription:—<© Memoriz ſacrum Gulielmi Biſſe, in Domino defuncti, 187 die Juni) 
A Dni 1625, et etat. ſuæ 66. 


ce Qui quondam flebas Jacobi funera Biſſi, 

Jam lachrymis nati ſparge ſepulchra ſui. 

Viventis faciem referunt hæc ærea ſigna; 
Viventis mores æra referre negant. 

Scilicet ille fuit villæ decus, ille paternæ 
Prolis honos, miſeris turris, aſylon erat. 

Claruit inſigni Byſſo pietatis amictus; 
Inque ſuo fulſit pectore vera fides. * 

Ter trinos fælix pueros totidemque puellas 
Suſtulit, hac tanta prole beatus obit. 

Inſequitur querulo conjux dum funera planctu, 
Ut plorans ſociam mceſta columba cadit. 

Molliter hoc ſubter requieſcunt corpora ſaxo; 
Mentes cum Chriſto Cælica regna tenent.“ 


On a grave-ſtone in the chancel floor: 

ce In memory of Jane the wife of Henry Sampſon, M.A. and vicar of Sherborne. 
She died the 27th of Oct. 1758, aged 51. Of Henry Sampſon, M. A. prebendary of 
Wells, and vicar of Sherborne, who died 13th of May 1773, aged 79. Of Martha 
wife of John Sampſon, rector of this pariſh, who died Aug. 2, 1774, aged 40.” 

In the ſouth aile:——< Here lyeth the body of John the ſon of Mr. Thomas George, 
of Croſcomb, by Ann his wife, who died Feb. 28, 1722, aged 47. He gave to the 
poor of this pariſh five pounds yearly, to be paid out of his inheritance ſo long as his 


. tomb-ſtoene remains unmoved.” This money is paid by Mr. Hobhouſe. 


Beſides this donation there was gol. per ann. given by Mr. William Biſſe, ſome of 
which is now ſunk, but 331. thereof ſtill remains veſted in the pariſh, and the intereſt of 
it is diſtributed yearly among the ſecond poor, There are alſo two cottages, which were 


originally intended for and have been in ſome meaſure uſed as almshouſes for poor people. 


21 Edw. IV. a gild was founded in the church of Croſcombe to the honour of St. 
Anne; and 2 Henry VII. the manors of Durcot and Eaſt-Horrington were aſſigned to 
the ſupport thereof.” This gild, or fraternity with the capital meſſuage belonging 
thereto, and the free chapel of Eaſi-Horrington, &c. was granted by Edw. VI. to Sir 
John Thynne, knt. and Laurence Hide.“ Richard Bond was the laſt incumbent, and 
had in 1553 a penſion of 51.* 


Near the church ſtands an old ſtone croſs fourteen feet in height. 
Ms, in Muſ. Aſhmolean, * Pat, 2 Edw. VI. p. 5 f Wills's Hiſt, of Abbies, ii. 202, 
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S ſituated four miles ſoutheaſt from Shepton-Mallet, in a rich vale, ficirted on the 


north and eaſt by lofty hills, but open to the ſouth and weſt. This pariſh is divided 
into the following hamlets and tithings, viz. 


1. DiTc4zaT-STREET, containing ſeventy houſes, pleaſantly ſituated near the church, 
2. WRAXHILL, or WRAXALL on the Fosstx, ſituated on the Roman Foſle-road, a 


mile weſtward from the church, containing eighteen houſes. Theſe two places conſti- 


* 


tute a tithing. 


3. Al Hau rox, a mile ſouthward, forty-nine houſes. 


4. SUTTON, near two miles ſouth, twelve houſes. Theſe two hamlets conſtitute 


another tithing. 


5. LoTSHAM, or LoTISHAM-GREEN, nearly four miles weſt, which contains eighteen 
houſes, and is a third tithing, 


The whole number of houſes is 167, and of inhabitants 1002. The pariſh contains 
about 6000 acres of land, which is moſtly paſture and meadow, and in general good. 


In the year 1765, a woman in this pariſh of the name of Kingſton was delivered of 
a ſtout boy without arms or ſhoulders.* 


A.D. 851, Earl Enulf, with the conſent of King Ethelwolf, gave Dicheſwite and 
Lotteſham, containing thirty hides, to Edmund the then abbot, and to the convent of 
Glaſtonbury.” This territory in the Norman record is thus defcribed: 


« The Church itſelf holds DiczsceT. In the time of King Edward it gelded for 
ce thirty hides. The arable is thirty carucates. Thereof are in demeſne three hides, 
ce and there are three carucates and a half, and two ſervants, and thirteen villanes, and 
ce eighteen bordars, and three cottagers, with ſeven ploughs. There is a mill rendering 
ce ſeven ſhillings and five-pence, and forty acres of meadow, and paſture ſix furlongs 


ce long, and two furlongs broad. Wood one mile and a half long, and two furlongs 
« broad. It is worth to the abbot twelve pounds. 


« Of the land of this manor Serlo holds of the Abbot five hides and a half in 8 
a nen, Hornblotton.] Ralph ſix hides and a half in nen e 


* He was baptized by the name of William, and ftrange as his birth was, he is nil living, a OFF ES 9k 
phenomenon of nature !—poſſefling, without the uſual appendages of arms, all the ſtrength, power, and dexte- 
rity of the ableſt and moſt regularly made men, and exerciſing every function of life. He feeds, dreſſes and un- 
dreſſes himſelf, combs his- own hair, ſhaves his beard with the razor in his toes, cleans his ſhoes, lights his fire, 
writes out his own bills and accounts, and does almoſt every other domeſtick buſineſs. Being a farmer by occu- 
pation, he performs the uſual buſineſs of the field, fodders his cattle, makes his ricks, cuts his hay, catches his 
horſe and ſaddles and bridles him with his feet and toes. He can lift ten pecks of beans with his teeth, with his 
feet throws a large ſledge-hammer farther than other men can with their arms; and he has fought a ſtout batde 
and come off victorious. Add to this that he is lately married to a young woman of a reputable family. The 
above facts are truly authentick, and notorious to this place and neighbourhood, 


> Adam, de Domerham. i, 69. 


ce Nigel 
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er Nigel five hides and a half in LAMIETA, [ Lamyat.] They who held them in the time 
ce of King Edward could not be ſeparated from the church. In demeſne are four caru- 
cc cates, and four ſervants, and twenty-nine villanes, and twelve bordars, and three 
te cottagers, with fifteen plaughs. There are three mills rendering thirteen ſhillings 
ce and four-pence, and fifty-five acres of meadow, and twenty acres of paſture, Wood 
ct nine furlongs long, and one furlong and a half broad. The whole is worth among 
te them fourteen pounds and ten ſhillings, It was worth eleven pounds. 


< Of the ſame thirty hides Alfric and Eurard hold of the King one hide. This a 


ce thane held in the time of King Edward, and could not be ſeparated from the church. 
ce It is worth twenty ſhillings. 


ce Of the ſame thirty hides Earl Morton holds of the King ſeven hides. A thane held 


ce them of the Abbot in the time of King Edward, and could not be ſeparated from the 
* church. It is worth one hundred ſhillings.”* 


The Abbot's eſtate in Ditcheat was rated in 1293 at 50l. 6s. 10d.“ King Edw. III. 
granted Abbot Adam de Sodbury a charter of free-warren in all his lands here, as alſo 
a market and fair; and at the diſſolution the rents of aſſize and cuſtomary tenants be- 
longing to this lordſhip, with the works and cuſtoms thereunto due, were found to be 
of the yearly value of 59 l. 1s. 1:d.* 38 Henry VIII. the manor of Ditcheat and the 
advowſon of the church, parcel of the poſſeſſions of the late monaſtery of Glaſtonbury, 
were granted to Sir Ralph Hopton, knt.5 The manor is now the property of Hill 
Dawe, eſq; whoſe father purchaſed it of Mr. Middleton of Bath for the ſum of 1001. 


The manor of Al HArrox 5 Henry IV. was held by John Kelly, and afterwards 


came to the Carews of Camerton and Croweombe. Here was anciently a chapel, the 
ruins of which are ſtill viſible. 


LoTISHAM gave name to a family who held the manor under the abbots of Glaſton- 


bury, and were conſiderable people in their time. The manor now belongs to Mr. 
Taunton, of Weſt-Lydford. 


The church of Ditcheat being anciently 1 to the abbey of Glaſtonbury, 
was in 1292 valued at twenty-ſeven marks; out of which the abbot had a penſion of 
three marks. The living is a rectory in the deanery of Cary, and in the gift of the 


family of Poore. The Rev. Thomas Leir 3s the preſent incumbent. There are 400 
acres of glebe land. 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, and is built in the form of a croſs, 
being compoſed of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ſide- ailes, and north and ſouth | 


tranſept, over the interſection of which with the nave, on four maſſive columns, ſtands 
the tower ſixty feet in height, and containing a clock and ſix bells. 


On the eaſt wall of the tranſept is a marble monument to ſeveral of the Dawe family, 
whoſe a arms are, Argent, on a pile gules, a chevron . three croſs-croſlets of the field. 


Lib. Domeſday. Taxat. wee Cart. 6 Edw, III. n. 49. 


* Langtoft's Chron, ii. 358. pat. 38 Hen. VIII. p. 12. * Eſc. Athen. Oxon. ii. 689. 
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On the ſouth ſide of the nave is a mural monument of marble in memory of Philip 
Day, gent. who was buried Sept. 2, 1724, aged 63. 


In the church-yard is a fine croſs, ſixteen feet in height, and mounted on three rows 
of ſteps. 

From 1778 to 1785 incluſive, the chriſtenings in this pariſh were 241, the burials 173. 

Richard Allein, a celebrated nonconformiſt of the laſt century, and author of a book 


entitled Vindiciæ Pietatis, was a native of this place, of * his father had been rector. 
He died at Frome Dec. 22, 1681. 


„Ae Oran i. ts 
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TANDS on high ground two miles nearly eaſt from Shepton-Mallet, having an 
) extenſive proſpect to the weſt over the moors and the Briſtol Channel. About 
two miles northward from the church, on one of the higheſt points of Mendip, there 
formerly ſtood a beacon, and there ſtill remains upon the ſpot a very large ſtone, which 
ſerves as a ſea-mark, being ſeen from a vaſt diſtance by mariners navigating the coaſt. 
The country here is thinly wooded, the lands moſtly paſture and meadow, and the ſoil 
generally light. Near the church riſes a ſpring called St. Aidbelm's Well, from that ſaint 
to whom it was anciently dedicated.* This Aldhelm was the ſon of Kenred, brother of 
Ina king of the Weſt Saxons, and was born at Caer-Bladon, now called Malmſbury, in 
Wiltſhire, where he had his early education under one Maidulph, a Scottiſh hermit, and 
preſident of a little cell or hermitage; which cell, after his preceptor's death, Aldhelm, 
by the aſſiſtance of Eleutherius biſhop of Wincheſter, converted into a ſtately monaſtery, 
and governed as abbot thirty-four years. Within the precincts of the ſame abbey he 
built two other churches, dedicated to the honour of the Virgin Mary and St. Michael, 
beſides ſeveral others in different parts of England, and was founder of two ſmall 
monaſteries at Frome and Bradford. On the diviſion of Weſſex into the dioceſes of 
| Wincheſter and Sherborne, Aldhelm was promoted to the latter, in which he fat four 
years, and died A. D. 709, at this village of Doulting,* where a chapel of wood, after- 
wards converted! into an oratory by one of the monks of Glaſtonbury, was erected to his 
memory. For the fake of this his pious kinſman, the munificent King Ina beſtowed: 


this whole * on che religious of Glaſtonbury, in addition to his former acts of 
charity. 


« The ſame Church (ſays the Norman record) holds Dol Trix. In the time of King 
10 Edward it gelded for twenty hides. The arable is twenty carucates. Thereof are 


Lel. Itin. i ii. 72. | d Wilhelm, Malmeſbur. de Vita Aldhelmi, ap. Wharton. Angl. Sacr. 1 u. 2. 
Leland Comment. de Scriptoribus Britannicis, i. 101. I Johan, Glaſton, Hiſt, i. 92. 
| Adam. de Domerham. i. 97. | ; 
Vol. III. P P P * in 
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c jn demeſne twelve hides, and there are two carucates, and five ſervants, and ten 
ce yillanes, and fix bordars, and four cottagers, with fix ploughs. There are thirty acres 


& of meadow, and ſixty acres of paſture, and ſixty acres of coppice-wood. It is worth 
< to the abbot fourteen pounds, 


« Of this land Roger holds three hides and one virgate of land in CxxIRrON, and 
< elſewhere two hides and three virgates of land. In demeſne is one carucate, with one 
t ſeryant, and eight villanes, and fix cottagers, with two ploughs. There is a mill of 
ce nine-pence rent, and twenty-three acres of meadow, and ten acres of paſture, and 
« thirty acres of coppice-wood. It is worth one hundred ſhillings.” 


In 1293 the lands of the abbot of Glaſtonbury in Doulting (in which he had a charter 
of free-warren) were valued at 211.; the Biſhop of Bath had alſo eſtates here at the ſame 
period rated at 81. 5s.5 36 Henry VIII. the manor was granted to John Malte, from 
whom it paſſed to the family of Horner, in which it ſtill continues, being the poſſeſſion 
of Thomas Horner, eſq; who is owner alſo of the manor of 


PRESTLEIGH, a hamlet two miles ſouthward from the village of Doulting. This 
manor was purchaſed by one of his anceſtors about the year 1695 of John lord Stawel, 
to whoſe family it had deſcended from that of St. Mawr.” This hamlet contains ſix- 
teen houſes, and had formerly a ſmall chapel. Other hamlets in this pariſh are, 

FARNCOMBE, a mile ſouth, containing two farm-houſes. 

RoDDen, the ſame diſtance northweſt, nine houſes. 

NEwMAN-STREET, the ſame diſtance northeaſt, four houſes. | 

Curlixch, and WATERLIP, towards the northeaſt, in which are about twenty houſes. 

The whole number of houſes in this pariſh is about 90; and of inhabitants 500. 


In this pariſh are ſeveral quarries of fine white freeſtone, much like that at Bath, but 
of a harder nature; in one of them the workmen, in ſawing ſtones of ſeveral tons weight, 


have frequently, at the depth of five and ſix fathoms, found large pieces of cleft fine oak 
in the very middle of the maſs. 6 


The church of Doulting was firſt appropriated to the abbey of Glaſtonbury, by Biſhop 
Walter Giffard, June 9, 1266, and afterwards by Biſhop William Button, Aug. 7, 1267. 


In 1292 it was thus rated: © The church of Dultinge with its chapels [of Eaſt, and 
Weſt-Cranmore, Downhead and Stoke-Lane] thirty-ſix marks. The vicar of the 


© ſame twenty marks. A penſion to the ſacriſt of Glaſton in the ſame four marks.” 


The living is vicarial, in the deanery -of Cary, and in the patronage of Thomas 
Horner, eq. The Rev. John Biſhop, D. D. is the preſent incumbent. - 


The church ſtands on the ſite of the oratory erected by the monks: of Glaſtonbury, 
and dedicated to the honour of St. Aldhelm. It is a large and handſome ſtructure in 


f Lib. Domeſday. * Taxat, Temporal. Pat. 36. Hen. VIII. p. 16. Eſc. 
* Ad, de Domerham. ii. 614. Taxàt. Spiritual, cn 
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the form of a croſs, i in the centre of which ſtands an oRtagonal tower, ſurmounted by a 
ſpire, and containing ſix bells. There is an air of antiquity in the building, and over 
the eaſtern window is a triple arch with Saxon capitals and mouldings. 


In the church-yard ſtands a fine old croſs on four rows of ſteps, with a pedeſtal and 
pillar twenty-two feet high, decorated with antique ſculpture. There is in this church- 
yard an inſcription to a Mrs. Roſſiter, who died at the age of 103, and ſeveral others 
who have attained 100, this being eſteemed a very healthy pariſh. 


Samuel Watts, merchant of London, who les buried in the church, 1701, gave to 
the poor of this pariſh thirty pounds. 


r o 
15 art ot Hill Houle Liberty. 


HIS pariſh has its name from its ſituation at the head of the Dun, or Down, which 

riſes with a gentle aſcent from the valley wherein the village ſtands. The road 

betwixt Shepton-Mallet and Frome paſſes through this pariſh, the former being diſtant 
five miles, the latter ſix. 


On this road ſtands Tadbill, or Tothill-Houſe, built on the ſite of an ancient grange 
of the abbots of Glaſtonbury, whoſe manor of Downhead is thus deſcribed in the ge- 
neral ſurvey: 


« Erneis holds of the Abbot Dux RHETDE. Ulgar a monk held it in the time of 


te King Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable is five carucates. Thereof 
cc are in demeſne two hides, and there are three carucates, with five villanes, and four 
te cottagers. There are five acres of meadow. Paſture five furlongs long, and two 
te furlongs broad. Wood half a mile long, and as much broad. It was and is worth 
ce forty ſhillings.” f - 


It was given to the abbey about the year 850 1 one Bramic, Braunc, or Branuc;* 
but its valuation of hidage is not mentioned in the recital of the monaſtick grants. In 
ſubſequent periods it was held by lay lords.* In the latter end of the reign of Ric. II. 
we find it in the poſſeſſion of Sir William Bryan, knt. lord of the manor of Shockerwick 
and Batheaſton, who held it by knight's ſervice of the abbey of Glaſtonbury, and Joan 
his wife ſurviving him had thoſe manors for her dower.* After her death they were 
divided between coheireſſes, of whom Elizabeth the wife of Robert Lovel had Down- 
head in the partition.* It was next in the poſſeſſion of James earl of Wiltſhire, and: 
after his attainder was granted to George duke of Clarence, from whom it reverted to. 


Lib. Domeſday. > Johan, Glaſton. Hiſt. i. 42. Ad. de Domerham. i. 69. Eſe. 
4 Ibid, | Rot. Claus, 1 Hen. IV. 
Pp p 2 


476 DOWN HEA D. [Whitftone, 


the crown. It is now the property of Henry William Portman, eſq. The old manor- 
houſe ſtands near the church, and is a venerable manſion ſurrounded by a moat. 


The manor of Tothill was lately in the poſſeſſion of Richard Hippeſley Coxe, eſq; 
who ſold it to Mr. Bradley, of Mells, the preſent poſſeſſor. 


The living is a curacy, and one of the chapels to Doulting. The church, dedicated 


to All-Saints, is of one pace, with a tower at the weſt end containing three bells, It 
was rebuilt A. D. 1751. 


In this pariſh are thirty houſes, and about two hundred inhabitants. 


— — —  — — — 


EFRNLL|POTT O N. 


HIS pariſh lies at the ſouthernmoſt extremity of the hundred, upon the Foſſe- 
road, ſeven miles ſouth from Shepton, and eight north from Ivelcheſter. It is 
ſituated in a flat woody country, and conſiſts of eighteen houſes, moſt of which are 
cottages ſtanding on a little green ſouthward of the church. The ſoil is a ſtrong blue 


clay, and the lands almoſt wholly paſture; the poor are employed in ſpinning, and in 
knitting hoſe. - 


Its ancient name was Hornblawerton, and it was given by King Ethelbald to Earl 
Enulf,* one of the attendants on his court, who, with the conſent of King Ethelwolf, 
| beſtowed the ſame on the great monaſtery of Glaſtonbury." At the time of the Con- 
queſt it was comprehended within the manor of Ditcheat, and was then certified to 
contain five hides and a half, which were held of the Abbot by Serlo de Burci;* whoſe 
deſcendants of the name of Burci, who were for the moſt part ſeated at High-Ham, in 
the hundred of Whitley, continued to hold the ſame of the ſaid monaſtery of Glaſton- 
bury for many generations, by the ſervice of one knight's fee. 19 Edw. II. this fee 
was held by William Martin, and under him by William Maſon, or Maſton.” A 
moiety of the ſame fee was held 9 Henry IV. by Fulk Fitzwarren, and of him by 
William Maſon, a deſcendant of the laſt-mentioned William, and was then valued at 
50s. per ann. This property paſſed afterwards through a variety of hands, whoſe 
names are not recorded; and at preſent the manor is veſted in John Goldfinch, eſq. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Cary, and in the gift of the lord of the 
manor. The Rev. Samuel Cooke is the preſent incumbent. - 


The church is dedicated to St. Peter, and is a ſmall building of one pace, having at 
the weſt end a clumſy wooden tower, in which are three bells, 


On the north wall of the chancel is a ſmall ſtone to the memory of Elizabeth vic of 


Elias Dymock, rector of this pariſh, who died Sept. 7, 1730, aged 31. Arms, Gules, 
a ſword in pale /able. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are, on the uſual average 2, the burials 1, annually. 
Johan. Glaſton. Hiſt. ii, 373. * Ibid. i. 19. Lib. Domeſday, * Lib. Feod. Ibid. * Ibid, 
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IES to the northeaſt of Hornblotton, two miles weſt from Brewton, and cloſe on the 
confines of that hundred. The ſituation is very pleaſant, being in a well wooded 
and fertile valley, under the weſtern brow of Creech-hill, the higheſt part of which is 
within this pariſh, and commands a very beautiful and extenſive proſpect. The whole 
range of Mendip bounds it on the north; on the weſt it extends over the Briſtol Channel 
into Wales; on the ſouth is ſeen a great part of Dorſetſnire; and on the eaſt, part of 
Wilts, with the fine plantations of Longleat and Stourhead. Upwards of forty churches 
are diſcernible from this eminence. The lands are moſtly paſture, and there are ſeveral 
good dairy farms. A brook riſing at Batcombe divides this partſh from that of Milton- 
Clevedon, and has over it a ſtone bridge of two arches called Hartſbriage. Hence this 
river runs through Hornblotton in its way to the Parret. 


This manor, written in ancient times Lambageate, was given by Edwy King of Eng- 
land, and eldeſt ſon of King Edmund, to one Cynric,* from whomer his deſcendants it 
came to the abbey of Glaſtonbury. At the Conqueſt it was computed to contain five 
hides and a half, and being then a member of the lordſhip of Ditcheat, was held by 
Nigel, otherwiſe called de Medicis, of Abbot Turſtin.“ By ſome means or other it 
became afterwards the property of Maud the Empreſs, daughter of King Henry I. who 
granted it with the manors of Backwell and Rolleſton, and divers other lands in this 
county, Cornwall, and Devon, to Walter Rodney,” anceſtor of the great family of that 
name, who were ſeated at Rodney-Stoke i in this county, in the hundred of Winterſtoke. 
In the latter end of the reign of Edw. II. when Sir Richard de Rodney died ſeized 
hereof, the reſerved rents were accounted at 3ol. per ann." By the inquiſition taken after 
the deceaſe of Sir John Rodney, 2 Henry IV. it was found that he died ſeized of this 
manor, and that one moiety of it was held of Henry King of England, of the county of 
Derby, by knight's ſervice; and that 19s. rent, parcel of the ſame manor, was held of 
the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, as of his manor of Evercreech, by knight's ſervice; and 
that the reſidue of the manor was held of the prior of the hoſpital of St. John of Jeru- 
ſalem in England, as of his manor of Temple, by knight's ſervice.” The manor 
remained in the ſame family till the beginning of the laſt century, when it was ſold with 
other eſtates, and is now diſmembered, the whole pariſh being freehold. 


The living, valued in 1292 at eleven marks, is rectorial, in the deanery of Cary; it 
was anciently appropriated to the abbeſs and convent of Godſtow, in the county of 
Oxford. The Rev. George Uphill is the preſent patron and incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary and St. John, is a ſmall ſtructure of a 
ſingle pace, terminated by a tower at the weſt end, in which hang three bells. 


« Mrs, Anne Pitney gave to the uſe of the communion-table here one ſilver patten, 
A. D. 1740. 


The Rev. Trethewy Tooker gave to ditto one large ſilyer 1 A. D. 1746.“ 
* Johan, Glaſton. Hiſt. ii. 373. > Lib. Domeſday. Harl. MS, 1153. 
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EAS T- PENN ARD, or PENNARD-MINSTER. 


"T\HIS village, which has one of its names of diſtinction from its eaſterly ſituation 

in regard of Weſt- Pennard in the twelve hides of Glaſton, and the other from its 
ancient minſter, or church, ſtands at the foot of a conſiderable ridge of hills on the weſt 
ſide of the old Foſſe- road, which divides it from Ditcheat and Hornblotton, five miles 
ſouth from Shepton-Mallet, and ſeven ſoutheaſt from Wells. The lands of this pariſh 
are chiefly paſture and meadow, and divided into large dairy farms. It comprehends 
the following hamlets and vills, viz. | 


Houſes. 

1. LiTTLE-PENNARD, a mile eaſtward from the church — — 5 
2. Pyz-HilL, two miles eaſt — — — 5 
3. EAsrox, two miles eaſt — — 7 
4. Huxhau, or HuckzsHam, nearly a mile ſouth — — 9 
5. HamBRIDGE, or HENnBRIDGE, a mile ſouthweſt — — 6 
6. Sroxx, two miles ſouthweſt: here was a chapel now in ruins — 10 
7. WiTHIAL, two miles weſt a — 12 
8. Drove, half a mile weſt _ — 5 
9. PARBROOK, three miles ſouthweſt — —— — 4 
10. COLLEYS-GREEN — _ — 
11. HILL, a mile northweſt — — 4 
12. Cock III, half a mile north — — 5 


In the whole pariſh there are ninety-four houſes. 


The manor of Pengeardmunſter (for ſo was it anciently written) was given by King 
Edred to Zlfgitha a nun,“ and ſhe beſtowed the ſame upon the religious of Glaſton- 
bury.” This diſtri& then contained ten hides, and it was afterwards ſimilarly rated: 


* The Church itſelf holds PEN NARMINSTRE. In the time of King Edward it gelded 
e for ten hides. But there are twenty hides, The arable is twelve carucates. Of it 
te in demeſne are twelve hides, and there are five carucates, and four ſervants, and 
te ſeventeen villanes, and nine bordars, and ten cottagers, with ſix ploughs. There are 
« thirty acres of meadow, and forty acres of paſture, wood one mile and a half long, 
* and four furlongs broad. It is worth to the Abbot twelve pounds. 


ce Of the land of this manor Serlo holds of the Abbot one hide. Ailmar held it in 


* the time of King Edward. There are four villanes, having two ploughs, and eight 
* acres of meadow, and thirty acres of wood. It was and is worth thirty ſhillings.”* 


In the taxation of 1293 the temporalities belonging to the ſaid monaſtery in this 
_ pariſh were rated at 181. 8s, 8d.“ Edward III. granted the monks a charter of free- 


* Johan, Glaſton. Hiſt, ii. 372. „Adam. de Domerham, i. 100. 
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warren, and the manor continued in their poſſeſſion till the time of Henry VIII. when 
the rents of aſſize and copyholders here were valued at 49l. 10s. 03d. the demeſnes 
being of the yearly value of 40l. Perquiſites of courts, fines, and other caſualties, 
291. 108. 2d.* 4 Edw. VI. the manor of Eaſt-Pennard, with its appertenances and 
lands and tenements in Eaſt-Pennard, was granted to William Paulet earl of Wiltſhire, 
who 18 Eliz. had a licence to alienate the ſame, with its appertenances in Eaſt-Pennard, 
Little-Pennard, Eaſton, Henbridge, Withial, Huckeſham, Bradley, and Pylle, to the 


family of Smith.“ This manor now belongs to Gerard Martin, eſq; who has here a 
handſome ſeat with a delightful pleaſure ground. 


The church was appropriated to Glaſtonbury-abbey, and with the chapel of Weſt- 
Bradley valued in 1292 at twenty marks.“ It is a vicarage in the deanery of Cary. 
The Biſhop of Bath and Wells is patron, and the Rev. Aaron Foſter the late incumbent.. 


The church is dedicated to All-Saints, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and fide ailes. 
At the weſt end is a tower, with a clock and five bells. 


In the north aile are monuments to William Martin, ſen. of this pariſh, gent. who 
died Jan. 5, 1695; Henry Martin, and Henry his ſon, who died Oct. 19, 1751, aged 77; 
and to Judith wife of Harry Albin Martin, of Brewton, gent. who died April 3, 1764, 
aged 20. And in the chancel, on flat grave-ſtones, are. inſcriptions to the memory of 
Gerard Martin, gent. who died Dec. 2, 1726, aged 56; and of Mary his relict, who 
died March 15, 1731, aged 51.——The arms of this family are, Argent, two bars gules. 


In the church-yard are the remains of an old croſs. 


The late Gerard Martin left the income of 31. per annum, to be diſtributed to the 
ſecond poor of this pariſh at the diſcretion of the pariſh officers. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are annually on an average 18; the burials 8. 


* Langtoft's Chron. ii. 357, 358. Licence to alienate. © Taxat. Spiritual. 
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S a large pariſh five miles in length from eaſt to weſt, and nearly as much from 
north to ſouth, ſituated five miles ſoutheaſt from Wells, and ſeven eaſt from Glaſton- 
bury, the turnpike-road from that town to Shepton- Mallet paſſing through the village. 
The ſurface of the country is here irregularly diſpoſed into hills and vallies; one of the 
latter ſeems to be on a level with the moors; and it is not improbable, that when thoſe 
moors were overflowed by the waters of the ſea, a branch of it ran up to this town, 
which from the circumſtance received the denomination of Pil rox, Pill ſignifying a a 
harbour, and ton a town. Here riſe ſeveral fine ſprings, which form little brooks, 
emptying themſelves into Wþite-lake and Red. late rivers in Sedgmoor, The lands are 
5 N about 
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about one fourth arable; the ſoil generally a whitiſh ſtone-ruſh on a blue lyas; but in 
ſome parts the ſoil is red, and in others a blue clay. There are ſeveral quarries of 
different kinds of ſtone, viz. Some broad pennant, nearly of the fort dug at Kenton- 
Mandeville; ſome blue and white lyas, breaking of a blood-red colour, with black quartz 
and mica in it. Another ſort is ſoft grit ſtone, full of red ſpots mixed with ſmall 
cryſtals. And another is bluiſh and hard, full of ſmall bivalve ſhells, and ſome cornua 
-ammonis. This pariſh is divided into four tithings: 


Prox tithing, in which are about 140 houſes, and the church. 


2. EasT and WEST-Courrox, a mile northward from the church, containing 
40 houſes. 


3. Ham, about two miles and a half northward under Mendip, 22. houſes. 


4. WzsT-HoLM and HoLT, a mile weſt, 20 houſes; one of which is the ſeat of 
Partridge Smith, eſq. 


In all which tithings there are about 220 houſes, and 1 200. ſouls. 


It appears that this large diſtrict of Pilton, comprizing the towns of Shepton-Mallet, 
Croſcombe, Wootton, and Pylle, was anciently parcel of the poſſeſſions of the Weſt- 
Saxon kings, till Ina beſtowed it upon his abbey of Glaſtonbury.* Very little occurs 
concerning the place betwixt the date of this donation, viz. A. D. 705, and the con- 
queſt of England by the Normans, when the following ſurvey was taken: 


« The Church itſelf holds P:i.Tons. In the time of King Edward it gelded for 
« twenty hides. The arable is thirty carucates. Beſides this the Abbot has there land 
te to the amount of twenty carucates, which were never aſſeſſed to the geld. Indemeſne 
te are ten carucates, and fifteen ſervants, and twenty-one villanes, and forty- two cot- 
te tagers, with ten ploughs. There is no geld for any but the arable land. There are 
e two mills of ten ſhillings rent, and forty-ſix acres of meadow, and forty acres of 
te paſture, Wood one mile in length, and half a mile in' breadth. Of the land un- 
te aſſeſſed Alnod a monk holds one hide freely of the Abbot with the King's conſent. 
6 This was thane-land, and could not be ſeparated from the church. The whole is 
« worth twenty-four pounds. It was worth ſixteen pounds. 


ce Of the land of this manor Roger holds in SEyRTOxE [Shepton-Mallet] fix hides 
te and a half; and in CorisTons [| Croſcombe] three hides. Uluert and Elmer held 
5 e the ſame in the time of King Edward, and could not be ſeparated from the church. 
* In demeſne are three carucates, and eight ſervants, and thirteen villanes, and nineteen 
* cottagers, with ſix ploughs. There are two mills rendering ſix ſhillings and three- 
*« pence, and fifty acres of meadow, and forty-two acres of coppice-wood. . Paſture 
three furlongs long, and one furlong broad. The whole is worth nine pounds, 


« Of the ſame land of this ſame manor Adret holds of the Abbot five hides in 
« Vroxk, [Wootton] and Serlo five hides in PiLLz, [Pylle] and Ralph two hides 
« in P1LToOxE itſelf. The tenure in the time of King Edward was inſeparable from 
« the church, In demeſne there are four carucates and a half, and eight ſervants, 


e Adam, de Domerham, i, 53. Johan, Glaſton, Hiſt. i. 41, Sa 
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ce and eight villanes, and eighteen cottagers, with three ploughs. There are two mills 
oy e erg. four ſhillings and ſix-pence, and thirty-ſix acres and a half of meadow, and 


e twenty acres of paſture, and four acres of wood, The whole is worth among them 
ce ſeven pounds and ten ſhillings,” | 


Theſe poſſeſſions were in the year 1293 rated to the abbey at 421.* and after its 


diſſolution the ſtate, _ and condition of the manor, were by a ſurvey aſcertained as 
follows: ' 


« The rentes of aſſiſe and cuſtomary tennants, with their workes which they are 
bounde to doe by coſtome of their tenures are of the yerely value of 86]. 1 3s. 62d. 


ce The demaynes apperteynyng unto the ſayde mannour, now letton owt by inden- 


ture for terme of yeres, with the herbage of [60s.] the parke there, are of the yercly 
value of 151. 


te The profitts of courts and fynes of landes, apperteynyng unto the ſayde manour | 


were anſwered this yere, in the boke.of accomptes, to the ſomme of 191. 15s. 8d. 


ce Alſo within the parke, and other woodes aboute the manour, there are 146 acres of 
wood, the pryce of the acre 20s. whiche allwayes heretofore have ben uſed to be felde 
and ſolde; owte of the whiche wood there may a yerely wood ſale be made of 10s.— 
1211, 198. 23d. 


« The parke there conteyneth in circuite 3 long myles of n paſture, the pales 
in good caſe, wherin are of deere 351, whereof ther ar of deere of anntlott 60, deere of 
raſcall 281. 


« Alfo there be within the precin&t of the ſayde lordſhip able perſons, to doe the king 
ſervyce at all tymes, when ſo ever nede ſhall requyer the ſame, to the nombre of 20. 


_ « Alfo there be inhabiting within the ſayde lordeſhip, certayn ſervyle and bonde per- 
ſons, to the kinges pleaſure in bodye and goodes, to the nomber of 22.” 


4 Edw. VI. the manor, park, and vicarage of Pilton, were granted to Edward 
Seymour duke of Somerſet,* in the ſchedule of whoſe. lands, the manor, excluſively of 
61. 1s. 8d. iſſuing out of the fee of the keeper of the park, and the capital manſion, 
was valued at 221. 14s. 84d. After the Duke's attainder it was forfeited to the crown; 
but was by Queen Elizabeth, i in the 24th year of her reign, granted to Edward earl of 


| Hertford the Duke's ſon, who conveyed it to the family of Prynne.“ It was for ſome - 


time the ſeat and eſtate of the family of Rodney; was. purchaſed in 1719 by Mr. 
Langton, and is now the property of William Gore Langton, efq. The manor-houſe, 


with a chapel adjoining thereto, was partly built by abbot Adam de Sodbury, and 


partly by abbot John Chinnock.' _ 
The park and farm belong to Edward Andrews, of Wells, eſq. 
The rectorial manor of Pilton is the property of Partridge Smith, eſq. 


In 1173, Robert abbot of Glaſtonbury made a grant of the rectory of Pilton ta 
Reginald Fitz-Joceline biſhop of Bath and Wells, to the end that he might therewith 
> Lib. Domeſday, * Taxat. Temporal, * Langtoft's Chron. ii. 350. Pat. 4 Edw. VI. p. 8. 
"MS. Valor. Licence to alienate, > Johan. Glaſton, Hiſt. i. 267. i Lel. Itin, iii. 120. 
Vor. III. | Qqq conſtitute 
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conſtitute two prebends in his cathedral church; and the abbot was at the fame time, 
with the authority of the biſhop, the aſſent of the chapter of Wells and the convent of 
Bath, and the ſanction of Henry II. appointed perpetual archdeacon of the ten churches 
of St. John in Glaſtonbury, Meare, Street, Butleigh, Shapwick, Sowy, Moorlinch, 
Pilton, Pennard, and Ditchet.* But Pilton was ſoon after exempt from this juriſdiction, 
and being erected into a juriſdiction of itſelf, was made the corps of the precentorſhip 
in the church of Wells, in which it ſtill continues.' The living is a vicarage in the 
deanery of Cary; the Rev. Henry Hopkins is the preſent incumbent. : 


By an ancient cuſtom the rector of Pilton was entitled to certain privileges in Pilton- 
Park; ſuch as, depaſturing with the lord's cattle eight oxen, five cows, one bull, and 
one plough-horſe, and thirty-nine pigs with the lord's pigs free of pannage; and every 
day to have a burden of dead wood, and a block againſt Chriſtmas, and a corrody for 
eight men, and half a meaſure of oats for his horſe, and a penny to buy a halter; he was 
alſo allowed an incloſure for a curtillage, and was to have from the lord's church-ſet 


ten hens on the feaſt of St. Michael; on Aſcenſion-day a cheeſe; and a buſhel of 
corn againſt Eaſter." 


The church, which is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, is a ſpacious and handſome 
building, 123 feet in length, and 38 in breadth, conſiſting of a nave,.chancel, and aile 
on the north ſide. At the weſt end is a tower 60 feet high, containing a clock and fix 
bells. In a thunder-ſtorm in the ſummer of 1782, the turret and one of the pinnacles 
of this tower were ſtruck, and partly beat down by lightning, which happening when 


three men were in the belfry on account of a funeral, one of them was inſtantly ſtruck 
dead, and the other two rendered for ſome time inſenſible. 


In a window of the north aile are the figures in painted glaſs of St. Anne, St. Mary, 
and St. John, with figures under each kneeling, and on a ſcroll this ſentence: Pray 
fort he ſoules of Sir Thomas Broke and Alice his wife,” 


Over the pulpit are the arms of Rodney, impaled with Seymour. 


In the church-yard, on raiſed ſtones, are two ancient effigies, which were heretofore 
brought from out of the church; but it is not known whom they repreſent. 


In the church itſelf there remains no monumental particularity. 


* Adam, de Domerham. i. 229. 


In the regiſters of Wells there is a memorandum, That on the eſtate at Pilton, there ought to remain after the 
death of each precentor, a ſtock of eight oxen, for the uſe of the ſucceſſor in the freehold. 


= Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen, 
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S ſituated a little to the ſouth of Pilton, and in all probability derived its name from 
a ſimilar circumſtance, the country being low, yet rocky, with a ſhallow ſtratum of 
earth of only a few inches. The lands are principally meadow and paſture. Within 
the pariſh is a hamlet called STREET, from the fraturg or pavement of the old Foſſe- 
road, whereon it is ſituated. Here (as indeed throughout the whole extent of this 
important way from Wiltſhire to the confines of Devon) Roman reliques, ſuch as coins, 
broken urns, fibulz, armillæ, and other inſtruments and utenſils have been found. It 
is commonly thought that the Romans depoſited theſe matters by way of immortalizing 
their name, and marking out the track of their extenſive conqueſts; but without ſuch 
auxiliaries as theſe the Roman name was ſufficiently ſecured to every age and nation; 
and it can admit of little doubt that moſt of their veſtiges were undeſignedly left behind 
them, and that we are indebted to hoſtile ſurprizes, and unforeſeen contingencies, for 
the greater part of thoſe their memorials which have happened to meet our view. 


At the invaſion of this country by the Normans, this village of Pylle was included 
in the huge manor of Pilton, being of the extent of five hides, and held by Serlo de 
Burci. Its poſſeſſors afterwards were the families of Martin and Fitz-Warren. 
19 Edw. II. William, the ſon of William Martin, is certified to hold the manor of 
Pulle of the abbot of Glaſtonbury by the ſervice of half a knight's fee. 9g Henry IV. 
Sir Fulke Fitz-Warren, knt. held it, with the advowſon of the church, of the ſame 
abbey by knight's ſervice.” 8 Henry V. Fulke his ſon held the ſame, the ſervice being - 
then the third part of a knight's fee. But the family from whom the place has de- 
rived the greateſt honour, was that of Berkeley, of whom a previous mention has been 
made in their eſtate of Orchard- Portman, and in whoſe repreſentative Henry William 
Berkeley Portman, elq; the manor of Pylle is now veſted. The manor-houſe, a large 


good pile, was built in the time of Charles I. by Sir 8 Berkeley, knt. who 
. reſided here. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Cary, and in the patronage of the lord of 
the manor, The Rev. William Langdon is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Thomas Becket; it conſiſts of a nave, chancel, north 
aile or chapel, and tower at the weſt end containing five bells, 


* 


Lib. Feod. d Eſe. I bid. 
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STOCKLAND, or STOKE-ST.-MICHAEL. 


HIS pariſh lies four miles northeaſt from Shepton-Mallet, and ſeven weſt from 
Frome, on the northeaſt ſide of Mendip, in a country pleaſingly divided into hills 
and vallies. Some of the vallies are deep, gloomy, and pictureſque; the acclivities 
clothed with hanging woods, intermixed with romantick rocks. There are four ham- 
lets belonging to this pariſh: | 
1. SToKE-BoTTOM, ſituated a mile northward from the church, containing about 
forty houſes. Part of this hamlet belongs to Stratton on the Foſſe, | 


2. EasT-ENnD, half a mile eaſt, containing about ſixteen houſes. 
3. WesT-EnD; half a mile to the weſt, about fifty houſes. 


4. The Fisn-PoxDs, ten houſes. The whole number of houſes is about one hun- 
dred and ſixteen; of inhabitants about ſix hundred. 


A number of ſprings, riſing in this pariſh and Doulting, form a ſmall river, which 
turns a logwood and paper mill in the hamlet of Stoke-Bottom. 


About the year of our Lord 926, in the reign of King Ethelſtan, Ufa a widow, who 
is ſtiled a venerable-woman,* gave the village of Stoke, conſiſting of five hides, to the 
monks of Glaſtonbury, who held it as thane- land, being endowed with all immunities, 
except exemption from attendance on the army, and the reparation of caſtles and of 
bridges. In the Conqueror's time it was held by the Earl of Morton, and with Stone 
and Draicot was valued at 1 31.* The preſent poſſeſſor of this manor is Mrs. Knatchbull, 


Easr-Exd, or the Eaſt End of Stole, is the property of John Long, eſq. 


Stoke-Lane is a chapel to Doulting. 'The living is a curacy in the deanery of Cary. 
Mr. Horner is the patron, and the Rev. Dr. Biſhop the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Nicholas; it conſiſts of a nave, chancel, aile on the 
north fide, and an embattled tower at the weſt end, containing a clock and one bell. 


ce Mrs. Anne James gave tol this pariſh the ſum of 100]. and directed the intereſt 


thereof to be paid on the 21ſt of December yearly for ever unto, and to be equally 


divided among ſuch fix poor women of the pariſh not receiving alms, as her relations 
living in the ſaid pariſh ſhould from year to year nominate or appoint. 


In this pariſh the chriſtenings are 35, the burials 24, on an average yearly. 


* Johan, de Glaſton, Hiſt, i. 113- —® Lib. Domeſday. —=* Ibid. 
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WILLITON-FREEMANNORS. 


E now proceed towards the Briſtol Channel, on which lies an extenſive. 
diſtrict anciently called Williton, from a large village in the pariſh of St. 


Decumans, where the hundred-court was kept for many ages; but the 
court being afterwards held on that portion of Williton which belonged to the prior of 
St. John of Jeruſalem, and was entitled to greater privileges and freedoms than the other 
parts of the manor, it obtained the name of Williton-Freemannors. The hundred-court 
has of late years been held at Stogumber. 


| This hundred was anciently demeſne of the King, who had a manſe and park at 

Newton in the pariſh of North-Petherton, but within the precincts of this hundred. 
The keeper of that park had alſo the cuſtody of the hundred, for which he ſometimes 
paid a rent, and at other times accounted for the profits to the crown. 12 Joh. 
Wüam de Wrotham, archdeacon of Taunton, held the bailywick of the hundred at 
the rent of 53s. 7d. in like manner as William de Wrotham his father had held the 
ſame of Richard I. 7 Henry III. Richard brother of William de Wrotham accounted 
for the ſame rent as he did 20 and 24 Henry III. 18 Edw. I. it was again in the 
King's hands, and 22 Edw. 1. .Peter de Hamme, ſubſtitute to Sabina Peche, paid a 
fine of ten marks to be admitted to the bailywick at the ancient rent. 14 Edw. III. 
the ſame was in Sir Richard De Amori, knt.' 8 Henry VI. it belonged to the Duke 
of York, from whom it came to the crown, and 26 Henry VI. was granted to Sir 
John Stourton, knt.” in whoſe deſcendants it continued till the end of the laſt century, 
when Edward lord Stourton ſold it to Mr. Gore, his ſteward, whoſe deſcendant fold it 
to Mr. John Glaſs, an attorney of Stogumber, who in the year 1732 old it to Mr. 
Carew, of Crocombe, 


Palmer, from the Collections of Sir Peter Wroth, knt. Pat. 26 Hen. VI. p. z. m. 26. 
The 
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The profits of this 8 as appears "oY a ſurvey upon record, are as follows : 


ce The tything ſilver, or certain money within the ſeveral tithings © 7-2 * ae > 
able at Eaſter | 


12 —v 
Ditto at Michaelmas — — — — 1 
The certain money for ſneriff's turn at Michaelmas only — 6 16 6 
Sheriff's tourn-courts, fines, and amerciaments of courts, and all other | 
royalties, ſervices, profits, and perquiſites whatſoever to the otic 113 4 
thereof belonging, or in any wiſe appertaining, valued at — 


This hundred croſſes the whole county from the Briſtol Channel on the north to the 
confines of Devon on the ſouth, and contains thirty-one pariſhes. 


dite b M A N s. 


HIS is a large pariſh, ſituated on the ſea coaſt, and denominated from a faint of 

that appellation, who in the ſeventh century is ſaid to have come over hither from 
Wales, and to have led an eremitical life, in a mountainous ſolitude covered with ſhrubs 
and briars, on the hill where the church now ſtands dedicated to his name. Of this 
ſaint many fabulous ſtories are recorded, viz. that he was drifted over the Channel on a 
Hurdle of rods; that he was nouriſhed by a cow, which of her own will followed him 
whitherſoever he went; that his head being cut off by a pagan inhabitant, who came 
Hehind him as he was at his devotions, was by the body conveyed away and waſhed in 


a ſpring wherein he uſed to bathe, and that his reliques were at length interred near 
ho ſame ſpot with great ſepulchral honours.* | 


This pariſh comprehends the ancient borough and ſea-port town of Warchzr; 
The village of WII LIrOx, from which the hundred derives its name; and, 
The hamlets of ORchARD, DonnirorD, KxnTSFORD, and STREAM. 


The town of Watchet ſtands on the verge of the Briſtol Channel, twenty miles weſt 
from Bridgwater, the ſame diſtance northweſt from Taunton, and eight miles eaſt from 
Minehead. It is ſituated in a fruitful vale, and conſiſts of four ſtreets, moſtly paved, 
and containing about 140 houſes. It was formerly a place of conſiderable trade, and 
there was a large herring fiſhery; but now very few veſſels belong to the port, and thoſe 
are employed in the freightage of coal, kelp, alabaſter, and limeſtone. In the time of 
Queen Elizabeth the harbour was cleaned out, and a pier built at the expence of the 
Wyndham family, and the Luttrells, at that time joint lords of the manor; this pier was 
in the beginning of the preſent century repaired by the care of Sir William Wyndham; 


* Martyrolog. Capgrave, Creſly's Church Hiſt, Camden, and Regiſt, Abbat. Glaſton, 4 
; an 
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and a duty granted by two acts of parliament on all goods imported here, has been 
applied to making good the expence of its further reparations. The coaſt is rocky, 
and the cliffs two miles weſtward from the town abound with fine alabaſter; and great 
plenty of the Licben-marinus, ſea-liverwort, or laver, is gathered on them, at low 
water, by the inhabitants, and ſent to diſtant parts of the country. A market has uſually 
been held in this town on Saturday, and a fair for cattle on the 16th of September. 


It was called by the Saxons Feced and Vecedporc and is memorable for a ſignal 
repulſe which the Danes ſuſtained here A. D. 918, when a large party of them, under 
Ohtor and Rhoald, having landed, were with much ſlaughter driven from theſe coaſts.” 
In 987 they again returned and laid waſte the town;* and in 997 they made a third 
deſcent upon it; and in order to remove every obſtacle to their future landing, they 
ſet fire to the houſes, and put every inhabitant they could meet with to the ſword.* 
In the ſucceeding age we find this place called Facet, and that it was held by Alwold 
a Saxon thane; but when King William poſſeſſed himſelf hereof, he gave it to Sir 
William de Mohun, of whom it was held by one Dodeman, and conſiſted of one 
carucate, on which there was a mill, rented at ten ſhillings. But at this period the 
greateſt part of the manor, and of the whole pariſh, was comprehended within the royal 
manor of Williton, which in the Conqueror's ſurvey is indiſtinctly deſcribed with Can- 
nington, and Carhampton; but there was an appendage to Williton which ſeems to 
refer to this portion of the pariſh, and is thus recorded: 


« To this manor [WELLETONE] is added half a hide. Saric held. it in the time of 
« King Edward for two manors, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is five caru- 
« cates. There are fix villanes, and four cottagers, having three ploughs, and four 
te acres of meadow. There is wood four furlongs in length, and one furlong in 
& breadth, It renders thirty-one ſhillings and eight-pence.”” 


Of other parcels of this manor we have the following account : 


« To the ſame manor is added another half hide WatrsTov, [Męſtoto] which Alvin 
e held in the time of King Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is one 
te carucate. It renders forty-pence. Moreover to the ſame manor there is added half 
ce a hide, and it renders to the King's farm ſeven ſhillings. From SeLvere, [ Monk- 
ce S$ifver] the manor of Alured, is added to this manor a cuſtom, that is, eighteen ſheep 
ce in the year. This did not belong to WELLETONE in the time of King Edward.“ 


In the time of King Stephen the family of Fitz-Urſe (a name which in after-days 
degenerated into Fitzour, Fyſhour, and Fiſher) became poſſeſſed of this great manor 
of Williton; they had their deſcent from that Urſo, or Urſus, who in the time of 
William the Conqueror held lands in Grittleton, and other parts of Wiltſhire, of the 
abbey of Glaſtonbury." The firſt of the name that enjoyed this manor was Richard 
Fitz-Urſe, who died about 14 Henry II. leaving iſſue three ſons, Sir Reginald, Sir 


o Chron. Saxon. 105, The field where this victory is ſuppoſed to have been obtained, is marked by three 
large barrows, called Grabbarrows, in which ſeveral cells compoſed of flat ſtones, and a human re- 
licks, have been diſcovered. It lies between Williton and Watchet. 


. bid. 16. * Ibid, 129, Lib. Domeſday. Ibid. bid. bid. 
N | Robert, 


2 
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Robert, and Walter. Sir Reginald the eldeſt had his reſidence at Williton, in a houſe 
which he afterwards gave to his brother Robert, together with a moiety of this manor." 
This Sir Reginald Fitz-Urſe was the principal perſon concerned in the murder of 
Thomas Becket,* archbiſhop of Canterbury, under whom he ſerved as a knight while 
chancellor of England. The other aſſaſſinators were, William Traci, Hugh de Morville, 
and Richard Brito, all of them connected with this county, diſtinguiſhed by nobility of 
deſcent, renowned in war, and favourites of the crown. But being, by reaſon of this 
inhuman act, abhorred by all men, they privately retired to Rome, where they were 
abſolved by the Pope, on the condition that they ſhould paſs the remainder of their 
days in penitence at the Holy Sepulchre in Jeruſalem. Thither they accordingly went, 
and ſoon after, viz. A. D. 1171, this Reginald beſtowed the remainder of his manor of 
Williton on the knights of the hoſpital of St. John. The other part. was poſſeſſed by 
his brother Sir Robert Fitz-Urſe, as before-mentioned, who rebuilt the chapel of 
Williton; and in conſideration of his releaſing his right to the patronage of it, Savaricus 


biſhop of Wells and Glaſtonbury agreed, that the prebendary of St. Decumans ſhould 


always find a chaplain to perform divine offices, and to reſide in the village of Williton. 


This Robert was ſucceeded by John Fitz-Urſe his ſon, who was living in the time 
of King John. After him Ralph was lord of Williton 42 Henry III. being then a 
knight; he died before 6 Edw. I. leaving by Margaret his wife a ſecond Ralph, alſo a 
knight, who 29 Edw. I. was ſummoned to attend that King at Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
and 18 Edw. II. to attend the army in Gaſcony. This Sir Ralph married Annora, 
laughter of Sir John de Membury, by whom he had iſſue a third Ralph, alſo knighted, 
who died 35 Edw. III. John, parſon of Brompton-Ralph, and ſeveral daughters. Sir 
Ralph, the third of that name, by Maud his wife had two daughters, the eldeſt of whom, 
Maud, married Sir Hugh Durborough; the other daughter was married to Fulford, 
of Fulford in Devonſhire, between whoſe deſcendants the manor of Williton became 
divided. The ſhare of the family of Fulford in Williton and Watchet was enjoyed by 
them for ſeveral generations; and at length, by the name of Williton-Fulford, was ſold to 
the firſt Sir John Wyndham, of Orchard. The portion of the Durborough family de- 
ſcended by an heireſs to the family of Hadley, in which it continded till the time of 
Queen Elizabeth, when the heireſs thereof married Thomas Luttrell, of Dunſter-caſtle, 


| eſq; whoſe deſcendant and heir Alexander Luttrell ſold his part of the manor of Wil- 


liton, being called the manor of J/1i/liton- Hadley, to Sir William Wyndham, of Orchard- 
Wyndham, bart. whoſe deſcendant the Earl of Egremont is the preſent poſſeſſor of the 


Wwhole manor. 


The ancient hamlet of Oxcnarp lies within this pariſh, ſouthward from Williton, 
although it is in the tithing of Halſway. 15 Edw. I. Thomas de Horchard lived at 
Orchard, and exchanged certain lands with the abbey of Cleve for others that lay to the 
ſouth of his garden at Orchard, which had been given to the ſaid abbey by Gilbert his 
father.” This Thomas ſeems to have been the firſt that aſſumed the ſurname. He 
died 4 Edw. II.; Margaret his widow releaſing to John de Orchard, his eldeſt ſon, all 


I MS. Palmer, from Evidences at Orchard, * See the Engliſh Hiſtorians. 


! Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. = MS, Palmer ut ſupra. EE 


: _— + 1, 
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her right of dower in Orchard and Curlond, in conſideration of an annuity of ſour 
unds per annum. She alſo 6 Edw. III. granted to John ſon of John de Orchard her 
Po and Alice his wife, and their heirs in tail general, her houſe and lands at Wick, 
which Lucas de Champflore, father of the ſaid Margaret, formerly held of John. de 
Mohun, lord of Dunſter, by knight s ſervice, on condition that if a more convenient 
eſtate could be purchaſed for them in five years time, that then the ſaid houſe and lands 
ſhould be made over to William de Codington, ſon to Agnes her daughter. The 
faid John de Orchard, grandſon of the ſaid Margaret, married Alice, ſiſter and coheir 
to Sir Ralph Middleney, in whoſe right her children had large poſſeſſions at Othe near 
Langport, and in the pariſhes of Aller, Long-Sutton; and Pitney. He died about 
33 Edw. III. and was ſucceeded by another John, and he by a fourth John, who, by 
Joan daughter of Ralph Luccombe, had iſſue a ſole daughter and heireſs Joan, mar- 
ried to Richard Popham, of Alfoxton. Which Richard Popham by his ſaid wife 
left iſſue a daughter, heir to her father's and mother's eſtates; who, being alſo called 
Joan, was firſt married to John Sydenham, a younger ſon of John Sydenham, of 
Badialton in this county, and after his death to John St. Albin, of Paracombe in the 
county of Devon. On her marriage with John Sydenham, they ſettled at Orchard; he 
died 3 Edw. IV. and ſhe ſurvived to the year 1493. Their eldeſt ſon John Sydenham 
married Elizabeth daughter and ſole heireſs of John Gambon, of Merton in the county 
of Devon, by whom he had the manors of Merton, Columpton, Budley, and Gamber- 
ſton, in that county. He died 4 Henry VIII. and was ſucceeded by John Sydenham, 
ſon of John his eldeſt ſon, and Catherine his wife, daughter of Sir William Hody, knt. 
then under age, but married to Catherine daughter of Sir Amias Paulet. Which John 
dying without iſſue, his two ſiſters, Jane and Elizabeth, became his heirs, whereof Jane 
the eldeſt was wife of Sir Thomas Bruges, and Elizabeth was wife to Sir John Wynd- 


ham, of Felbridge in the county of Norfolk, which Sir John Wyndham afterwards 
purchaſed the ſhare of Lady Bruges in this manor. 


The family of Wyndham takes its name from Wymondham, or Wyndham, in the 
county of Norfolk, near which town they were ſeated, at a place called Wicklewode, 
in the time of Henry II. but afterwards in the reign of Edw. I. they removed to Crown- 
thorpe. This manor of Felbridge was purchaſed in the time of Henry VI. by John 
Wyndham, father of Sir John, who married a daughter of the firſt Duke of Norfolk 
of the Howard family, and was 10 Henry VII. beheaded on Tower-hill. Sir Thomas 
Wyndham, ſon to this Sir John, was an admiral, and of the counſel to King Henry VIII. 
he married Eleanor daughter and coheir of Sir Hugh Scrope, and was father of Sir 
Edmund Wyndham, of Felbridge, whoſe male poſterity ending in the time of James I. 
the Norfolk eſtate fell to the Wyndhams of Orchard. 


John, ſecond ſon of Sir Thomas Wyndham, who married the heireſs of 8 
ſettled himſelf at Orchard 12 Henry VIII. and from him and his deſcendants the eſtate 
retains the name of Orchard- Wyndham. Before his marriage he had ſerved Lewis 
King of France in a place of good account, being ſent over in the retinue of his Queen, 
ſiſter to Henry VIII. He was one of the knights made at the coronation of Edw. VI. 
and the year following ſervedi in the army ſent into Scoland. He died in 1574, leaving 

Vor. III. Rrr iſſue 
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iſſue four Tons, viz. 1. John Wyndham, of Orchard; 2. Edmund, anceſtor to the 


family of Kentsford in this pariſh; 3. Charles Wyndham, of Sandhill; - 4. Hugh, of 
Wiveliſcombe; and ſeveral daughters. 


John, the eldeſt ſon, married Florence, ſiſter and * of Nicholas Wadham, of 
Merrifield in this county, eſq; founder of Wadham college in the univerſity of Oxford. 
It is ſaid that this lady was the year after her marriage, 1562, buried, having in a ſick- 
neſs loſt all appearance of life; but the ſexton hearing ſome noiſe in the coffin, as he 


was Cloſing the vault in the church of St. Decumans, ſhe was happily taken up, and 
ſoon after delivered of Sir John Wyndham. 


Which Sir John was knighted 41 Eliz. and by the death of Thomas Wyndham 
inherited the Norfolk eſtate. He lived to the year 1641, and married Joan daughter 
of Sir Henry Portman, by whom he had nine ſons, and fix daughters; the ſons were, 
1. John, who ſucceeded him; 2. Henry, who was an officer in the ſervice of the 
States-General, and died unmarried; 3. Thomas Wyndham, of Felbridge; 4. Francis, 
who died unmarried; 5. Humphrey, anceſtor to the Wyndhams of Dunraven-caſtle 
in Wales, and of Claverwall in Glouceſterſhire; 6. Sir George, anceſtor to thoſe of 
Cromer in the county of Norfolk; 7. Sir Wadham Wyndham, of Norrington in 
the county of Wilts, ſerjeant at law, and one of the judges of the court of Kings' 
Bench in the time of Charles II. and anceſtor of the Wyndhams of Norrington, 
Dinton, Saliſbury, and Hawkchurch, and alſo of Thomas Wyndham lord chancellor - 
of Ireland] 8. Sir Hugh Wyndham, of Silton in the county of Dorſet, knt. one of 


the juſtices of the court of common-pleas in the time of Charles II.; and 9. George, 
who died unmarried. 


John Wyndham, his eldeſt ſon, married Catherine en of Robert Hopton, of 
Witham-Friary in this county, eſq; ſiſter and coheir of Ralph lord Hopton, and died 
in 1649, being ſucceeded by his ſon Sir William Wyndham, who was created a baronet 
13 Car. II. and by Frances daughter of Anthony Hungerford, of Farley-caſtle, eſq; 


was father of Sir Edward Wyndham, * ſeveral other ſons and daughters. Sir 
William Wyndham died in 1683. | 


Sir Edward Wyndham, bart. married Catherine dogs of Sir William Leviſon 
Gower, bart. ſiſter to John lord Gower, by whom he had iſſue 


Sir William Wyndham, bart. ſecretary at war, chancellor of the 1 and 
privy counſellor to Queen Anne, the three laſt parliaments of whoſe reign, as in every 
parliament after, he ſerved as a knight of the ſhire for this county. He was eſteemed 
one of the moſt eloquent ſpeakers of the houſe of commons. He was twice married; 
by his firſt wife Lady Catherine Seymour, ſecond daughter of Charles duke of Somerſet, 
he was father of Sir Charles Wyndham, who ſucceeded him, and Percy Obrien, of 
Shortgrove in the county of Eſſex, eſq; who was created Earl of Thomond in the king- 
dom of Ireland; and alſo two daughters, Catherine and Elizabeth. 


. Sir Charles Wyndham, bart. his eldeſt ſon, was elected member for the borough of 
| Bridgwater 1735, and 1741 for that of Taunton. In 1749 he was advanced to the 
dignity and title of Earl of Egremont, and Baron of Cockermouth, in the county of 
| Cumberland, 
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Cumberland, of which county he was in 1751 appointed lord-lieutenant and cuſtos- 
rotulorum. In 1761 he was ſworn of his Majeſty's privy-council, and the ſame year 
was conſtituted ſecretary of ſtate. He died Aug. 21, 1763, and by his lady Alicia 
Maria, daughter of George lord Carpenter, left iſſue four ſons, and three daughters, 
whereof 


George, the eldeſt ſon, is the preſent Earl of Egremont, and poſſeſſor of this manor. 


The manſion-houſe at Orchard was erected, as Leland informs us," by one of the 
Sydenhams. The chapel was built by John Sydenham and Elizabeth his wife in 1490 
by a ſpecial licence from the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, enabling them to provide a 
chaplain, ſo that it did not interfere with the rights of the mother-ehurch of St. 
Decumans. The weſt part of the court was built by the firſt Sir John Wyndham, but 
all the reſt at different times; and ſome parts ſeem ſo ancient, as it may be well be- 
lieved, they were built by the primitive owners of the name of Orchard. In the windows 
of the hall were theſe arms, afterwards removed into the chaplain's chamber; 1. Azure, 
a chevron between three lions“ heads eraſed or; Wyndham: impaling gules, a bend 
between fix croſs-croſlets fitchẽe argent; Howard. 2. Argent, a chevron between three 
lions' heads eraſed gules; Luccombe. 3. Azure, an annulet between three pears or; 
Orchard: impaling Luccombe. 


To the eaſtward of Watchet lies the hamlet of Doxnironn, which manor formerly 
comprized a large part of that town, and had ſeveral tenements in Stogumber and Bick- 
noller. In the time of Henry II. Richard Fitz-Urſe granted this manor to William 
de Reigni, before which grant it had been part of his demeſne. In this family of 
Reigni, who lived at Aſholt in the hundred of Cannington, it continued till 6 Edw. IT. 
being held by the ſervice of a whole knight's fee, and ſuit of court twice a year if 
required, of the families of Cantalupe and Haſtings, lords of the manor of Berwick, 
8 Edw. II. it was, together with its appertenances in Watchet and Stogumber, jointly 
held by Nicholas de Barton, William de Horſi, John Fraunceis, and John Crabbe, as 
heirs to William de Reigni, who died 5 Edw. II. All theſe ſhares continued in the 
ſame families till 42 Edw, III. when the part of Fraunceis became the property of 
Oliver de Hewiſh, 


This family takes its name from Hewiſh, otherwiſe Lud-Hewiſh, in the pariſh of 
Nettlecombe, and is deſcended from John de Hywis, of Linch in the pariſh of Lux- 
borough. The deſcendants of this John lived at Linch, and ſometimes at Donniford, 
till the time of Henry IV. when Oliver Hewiſh, of Donniford, gave his lands at Linch 
to Richard his younger ſon, whoſe poſterity ſettled at Holnicot, in the pariſh of Sel- 
worthy, and were anceſtors to the families of Staynings of that place. 


The moſt remarkable perſons of this family of Hewiſh were, Oliver Hewiſh, eſcheator 
of Somerſer 19 Henry VIII.;—James Hewiſh, of London, who died in 1590, and by 
two wives left ſeven and twenty children, one of whom, Roland Hewiſh, was founder 
of the almshouſe called Hewiſh's-charity in Taunton;—Alexander Hewiſh, grandſon 
of William Hewiſh, of Donniford, was parſon of Beckington, and one of the editors of 
the * Bible.“ The laſt of the ſamily was William Hewiſh, who was living at 


* Jin, i. 99. ® See vol. ii; p. 201. 
Rrr2 Donniſord 
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Donniford in 167 1, and ſold this manor to Sir William Wyndham. Their arms were, 
is Argent, on a bend azure three whitings. 


The hamlet of KenTsrorD lies weſtward from St. Decumans, and 12 Edw. I. be- 
longed to William ſon of Hamo de Baſings, who held it of John de Mohun lord of 
Dunſter, by the ſervice of the fourth part of a knight's fee. He was ſucceeded by John 
de Baſings, 8 Edw. II. father of another John, who 43 Edw. III. was lord of the 
manor of Treborough, and had iſſue Gilbert Baſings, of Kentsford, 20 Ric. II. who 
7 Henry V. was ſucceeded by another Gilbert then under age. He died 16 Henry VI. 
leaving by Iſabella his wife, Simon his ſon and heir. Which Simon dying without 


iſſue, Eleanor his ſiſter became heir to the eftate, and levied a fine of the aac to 
truſtees for the uſe of Richard Luttrell, eſq. 


This Richard Luttrell was an illegitimate ſon of Sir John Luttrell, of Eaſt-Quan- 
tockſhead, and, beſides the manors of Donniford and Treborough, was poſſeſſed of the 
manor of VExTORD, and lands in Stogumber, Huiſh juxta Highbridge, and Exton, all 
which he had by the grant of Sir John Luttrell of Dunſter. 22 Henry VI. this 
Richard was appointed conſtable of Dunſter-caſtle for life, and the year following 
coroner for this county. 29 Henry VI. he was, together with Sir William Bonville, 
a appointed by the Duke of York keeper of the King's park of North- Petherton, and 
the ſame year ſteward of all the lands belonging to the ſaid Duke in this county, and 
keeper of his caſtle of Bridgwater. He died 33 Henry VI. without iſſue, whereupon 
this eſtate, conſiſting of two hundred and nine acres, reverted to Sir James Luttrell, of 
Dunſter-caſtle, whoſe deſcendant Sir John Luttrell, in the time of Edw. VI. ſold the 
"manor and demeſnes to Sir John Wyndham, who gave it to Edward his ſecond ſon. 


Which Edward Wyndham married Margaret daughter of Sir Thomas Chamberlain, 
of the city of London, by whom he had Sir Thomas Wyndham, of Kentsford, and 
Sir Hugh, of Pilleſdon, who was created a baronet by Charles I. Edmund, eldeſt ſon 
of Sir Thomas, was by his father ſent to ſerve in the Low Country wars, thinking that 
one time or other the employment of a ſoldier would be neceſſary for the preſervation 
of the conſtitution of his country. In 1641, he was one of the firſt that appeared in 
arms for the King, joining the forces then raiſed by the Earl of Hertford. He after- 
wards ſerved in the weſtern army as a colonel, and was governor of Bridgwater at the 
time it was beſieged and taken by Sir Thomas Fairfax. The King being beheaded, he 
followed the Royal family into France, and attended King Charles II. to the time of 
his reſtoration, when he was made knight-marſhal of England, in which office he died 
in 1682. He married Chriſtabella, daughter of Hugh Pyne, of Lincoln's-inn, eſq; 
ſiſter and coheir of Arthur Pyne, of Cathanger in this county. This lady was vet- 
nurſe to Charles II. and one of the moſt beautiful women of her time. 


Sir Francis Wyndham, ſecond ſon of Sir Thomas, was alſo a colonel in the LG 
army, and brav ly defended Dunſter-caſtle againſt the parliamentary forces. After the 
battle of Worceſter he had the greateſt ſhare in the King's eſcape, lodging him for a 
conſiderable time at his houſe at Trent, a particular account of which is in print, being 
written by Anne his ſiſter. He married Anne, daughter and coheireſs of Thomas 
Gerard, of Trent, eſq; by whom he had ſeveral children; of whom were Sir Thomas, 


Who 
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who died without male iſſue; Sir Francis Wyndham, of Trent, bart.; and Hugh, lieu- 
tenant- general of Queen Anne's forces, who died in Spain in 1708. 


Sir Hugh Wyndham, eldeſt ſon of Sir Edmund Wyndham abovementioned, died in 
his father's life-time, leaving by Joan daughter of Sir Francis Drake, of Buckland in 
the county of Devon, Edmund his ſucceſſor, and ſeveral daughters. Which Edmund 
married Mary daughter of Sir George Trevelyan, of Nettlecombe, bart. and died in 
1697 without children, being the laſt of that name that had Kentsford, which was after- 
wards fold to William Blackford, eſq. 


The prebend of St. Decumans was in 1292 valued at thirty-five marks.* The living 
1s a vicarage and peculiar in the deanery of Dunſter, and in the gift of the prebendary 
or his leſſee. The Rev. George Knyfton is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, dedicated to St. Peter, ſtands on an eminence, near a mile ſouthward - 
from the town of Watchet, and is a handſome ſtructure, 108 feet in length, and 48 in 
breadth, conſiſting of a nave, two ſide ailes, and a chapel. At the weſt end is a well- 
built embattled tower of excellent ſtone, 80 feet in height, and containing five bells. 


In the north aile is the burial-place of the families of Orchard, Sydenham, and 
Wyndham; and at the entrance thereof from the chancel, under a canopy ſupported 
by four pillars, is a freeſtone tomb, on the top of which are the effigies of Sir John and 


Lady Elizabeth Wyndham, engraved at full length i in braſs, and under them, on two 
Plates of braſs, are the following lines: 


« Although a man be never ſo poſleſte, 
With all the gyftes that fortune can beſtowe, 
And thoughe his mynde be bewtified and bleſte 
With everye grace that from the Heavens do flowe, 
Yet at the laſte, this fickle life we owe, 
Perforce muſt fele the ſtroke of fatal knyfe, 
Suche is the. frayltie of our preſent lyfe. 
A perfeight patterne to approve the ſame, 
Lo here the corps of Syr John Wyndham knight, 
Whoſe faultles lyfe hathe purchaſte ſuch a fame, 
As deathe with all his darts ſhall never frighte, 
The ſonne itſelf ſhall ſoner loſe his lighte, 
Then he ſhall want his well-deſerved praiſe, 
Suche were the deedes of his forepaſſed daies. 
"This worthie Knight of knightlie parentage, 
In Norfolk borne, the midle ſonne of thre, 
Who when he was but yet of ſornige age, 
Put forthe ſuch buddes of proofe what he wolde be; 
As being ſtirred with zeale to hear and ſee ; 
The worlde, whereby himſelfe he mighte advaunce, 
He paſte the ſeas to ſerve the King of Fraunce. 
Where entertaynde i in place of good accempte, 
Here to the Prince in favour lyved ſtill, 


” Taxat, Spiritual. 
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Till care of countrey ſoil (which doth ſurmounte) 

Did drawe him home, where bending witte at will, 
To feates of armes and other warlike ſkill, 

His liege in lieu of loyal ſervice done 
Advaunſte him to the ſeat of knightlie rome. 
Thus happele led this worthie knighte his life, 

And died in faith by Chriſt of future joye. 

How good and virtuous Ladye to his wyfe 
He had, what ſeed, hir epitaphe doth ſhowe. 
To us behinde thereby this fruyte dothe growe, 
Firſt in his deathe, Gopks power and praiſe is knowne, 
Then by his life we learn to mende our owne.“ 


ce An Epitaphe upon the deathe of the Ladye Elizabeth Wyndham. T 


ce That goodly grafte which earſte in-Orchard grewe, 
Drawn by diſcente from worthie Sydnam's race, 
Looe here yt lyes by aime of outwarde vewe, 
Wrapte in the webbe of thrice unhappy caſe, 
But yet indeede (through undeſerved grace) 

Is planted nowe in ſuch a pleaſant ſoyle, 

As ſprings for aye, and yet requires no toyle. 
What cauſe hir deathe dothe offer to lamente, 
None knowes ſo well as Sir John Wyndham, knight, 
Withe whome twiſe two and forty yeres ſhe ſpente, 

In bliſsfull ſtate of bothe theire hartes delyghte, 
To whom hir frutefull wombe brought unto lighte 
A race of children fittinge hir degree, 

Of daughtere ſixe, her ſonnes were fower and three. 
Thoſe goodly gyftes that did hir mind poſſeſſe, 

As zealous love to God and to his lawes, 
Hir awnſwringe lyfe to that ſhe did profeſſe, 
Hir redye hande to helpe the poreſt cauſe, 
Since fame reſounds my ſillie penne ſhall pawſe, 

And praie to Gop, that we whiche here abyde, 

May treade the ſtepps of ſuch a parſight guyde. 

Obiit primo die Januarii, 1571.” 


At the eaſt end are two large mural tablets of black marble, on one of which are the 
portraitures engraved in braſs of a man in armour, and a female in the dreſs of the 
times, with their hands in a ſupplicating poſture. Beneath on a large braſs plate is 
this inſcription: &« Here lyeth the bodies of John Windham, eſq; ſonne and heire 
of Sir John Windham, -of Orchard in the countye of Somerſet, knight, deceaſed, who 
died (his father then living) the 25th day of Auguſt, in the yeare of oure Lord 1572, 
and of his age about 56. And of Florence his wife, one of the daughters of John 
Wadham, of Merefield in the countye of Somerſett, eſq; and coheire of Nicholas 
Wadham, of Merefield aforeſaid, ſonne of the ſaid John, and brother of her the ſaid 
Florence, who died the 26th day of Februarie, in the year of our Lorde 1596, and of 


her 


* 
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her age 58. They had iſſue only Sir John Windham, of Orchard aforeſaid, who of his 
dutifull affection to the memorie of his dere parents hath here placed this monument. 


Mari When changeleſs fate to death did change my life, 

aritus. * q 
II pray'd it to be gentle to my wife. 

Une But ſhee, who hart and hand to thee did wedd 
Deſired nothing more then this thie bedd. 


Fatum. I brought youre ſoules that linckt were each in either, 
To reſt above, youre bodies here togeither.” 


On the upper part of the ſecond tablet are two buſts caſt in braſs and gilt; 3 
them are the family arms, and this ſcroll, Veni Doie Ibeſu, veni cito. Underneath is 
this inſcription:— Memoriæ Johannis Windham, equeſtri ordine inſignis, antiqua 
et illuſtri Gente Windhamiorum de Felbrigg, quo gaviſus eſt jure hereditario, in agro 
Norfolcienſi oriundi; et chariſſimæ uxoris Joannæ, filiæ Henrici Portman, de Orchard 
juxta Taunton equitis aurati. Caſtiſſimo conjugio liberos ſuſceperunt maſculos novem, 
ſex filias; quinquaginta duos annos continuos in hac parochia Sti Decumani, in ædi- 
bus ſuis de Orchard familiam aluerunt. Patriæ judicio, et populi teſtimonio, pietate 
& probitate ſumme conſpicui, horum cineres hic clauſi æternum diem, et ſuas animas, 
et ſuum præſtolantur redemptorem. Obiere, ille 1 Apr. 1645, ætatis ſuæ 87; illa 13 
Sept. 1633, ætatis ſuæ 68.“ Below is this coat, Azure, a chevron between three lions 
heads eraſed or; Wyndham: impaling or, a fleur- de · lis azure; Portman. 


On the north wall is a ſtately monument of black and white marble:——< To the 
memory of the moſt worthy of immortal memory Sir William Wyndham, of Orchard- 
Wyndham, knt. & bart. chiefe of the antient, great and noble family of Wyndham, of 
Felbrig in the county of Norfolke; who haveing heroically trod in the ſteps of his 
anceſtors in their faithfull and important ſervices to the crowne; and in particular 
having with bleſſed ſucceſſe, like another Curtius, devoted himſelf and his very weighty 
intereft to the cloſing the dreadfull breach of the late monſtrous diviſions, betooke him- 
ſelf on the nine and twentyeth day of October, in the one and fiftyeth yeare of his age, 
to the enjoyment of his more glorious immortality; and in the yeare of our Lord 168 3, 
his Lady Frances (daughter of Anthony Hungerford, of Fayrly-caſtle, eſq;) by whom he 
had five ſonnes and fix daughters, the hopeful remainder of which number, were at the 
time of his death two ſonnes, Edward and Hugh, and fower daughters, Rachel Lady 
Speke, Elizabeth wife of Thomas Erle, eſq; Frances wife of Nathaniel Palmer, eſq; and 
Joane, unmarryed, hath as a ſmall inſtance of her great veneration for the memory of 

her. moſt deare huſband, erected this.” Arms, Wyndham impaling Hungerford. 


On the ſame wall is a handſome monument of alabaſter, whereon in niches are two 
ſtatues kneeling, and underneath this inſcription:;:——< Hoc ſaxum effigies refert du- 
orum fratrum, Henrici Windham, et Georgil ſenioris ; quos inter numeroſam prolem 
ſufcepit Johannes Windham miles e conjuge Joanna, filia Henrici Portman, militis. 
Apud Oxon. gradus academicos obtinuerunt, unde tranſlati, ille ibi ſtudiis civilibus, 
necnon theologicis, gnaviter nimis inſudaſſet, apud Orchard decubuit. Hic vero, mi- 
litiæ amore incitatus, primo, inſtructa claſſe regia, ultra columnas Herculis contendit; 


inde 
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inde reverſus, Belgiam petiit, ibique præfectura, brevi potitus, inter milites ferventi 


morbo correptus, Huiſdoni corruit, ubi neceſſitati pauperum hujus parochiæ ſuppeditare, 


et hoc in ſui fratriſque memoriam extruere, propriis ſumptibus, curavit. Henricus pri- 


mogenitus oblit 9 Nov. 1613, anno ætatis 30; Georgius ſeptimogenitus 5 Jynii 1624, 
anno ætatis 32.“ 


The chapel of Williton ſtands at the weſt end of that village, and is a ſmall building, 
containing nothing remarkable. Two long ſtreets compoſe the place, in which are one 
hundred and twenty houſes, and the remains of four old ſtone croſſes. In the whole 


-pariſh there are 300 houſes, and 1500 inhabitants. 


* 
* \ 
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ST. AUDRIES, or WEST-QUANTOCKSHEAD, 


IES eaſtward from St. Decumans, cloſe under the ſteep weſtern head of Quantock, 
ſheltered from the eaſt and northeaſt winds, with the ſea within a mile to the north 
and northweſt, and a very rich and beautiful country to the ſouth and weft. 


This manor was given by the Conqueror to Sir William de Mohun, and 1s thus 
recorded in the ſurvey: 


« William himſelf holds CanTocuevzs. Elnod held it in the time of King Edward, 
* and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is eight carucates. In demeſne 
ce are three carucates, and ſeven ſervants, and ten villanes, and four cottagers, with ſix 


e ploughs. There are ſixteen acres of meadow, and fifty acres of wood. Paſture one 


smile long, and one mile broad. It was worth three pounds, now four pounds.“ 


It was held in the time of King John by William de Punchardon of the caftle of 
Dunſter.* At his death this William left ſeveral daughters heireſſes to his poſſeſſions, 
of whom Aubrea was married to Hamelyn de Deaudon, of Deaudon in Devonſhire, by 
whom ſhe had a ſon named Thomas, who died without iſſue, and two daughters, 
Mabil, wife of Sir Baldwin Malet of Enmore, and Joan, wife of Roger de Claville. 
In the partition of the eſtates this manor became the property of Malet, and continued 
in the heirs of that family in a regular deſcent till the time of Henry VIII. when 
William Malet of Enmore ſold it to his younger brother Baldwin Malet, afterwards Sir 
Baldwin Malet, the ſolicitor-general. This Sir Baldwin married 1. Joan, daughter 
and heir of John Tacle, of Honiton; and 2. Anne, daughter and heir of Thomas 


| Hatch of Wolley, by both of whom he had children. Thoſe by the firſt were ſettled 
at St. Audries, and continued there three generations, till in the time of Charles I. 


Arthur Malet, great-grandſon of Sir Baldwin, fold this manor to Thomas Malet, who 


was deſcended by a younger branch from the Malets of Wolley abovementioned. This 
Thomas was bred a lawyer, called to the degree of a ſerjeant in 16 35, and in 1641 


was made one of the judges of the court of common-pleas. He died in 1664, leaving 


Lib. Domeſday. Lib. Feod. 
two 
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two ſons, Sir John Malet and Michael. Sir John married 8 daughter of John 
Wyndham, of Orchard, and was father of Baldwin, whoſe ſon William was the laſt of 


this name that poſſeſſed St. Audries. He died in his paſſage from Liſbon to Jamaica, 


having married Margaret daughter of William Baily, chancellor of the church of Wells, 
who died before him without iſſue. The manor now belongs to Robert Everard Balch, 
eſq; who has here an elegant little ſeat. 


There is another manor within this pariſh denominated 88 which belonged 
in the Conqueror's time to Roger de Curcelle: 


« Goisfrid and William hold of Roger, Warcoms. Three thanes held it in the 
te time of King Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is one carucate and a 
e half. There is one cottager. The whole is worth thirty-two ſhillings.” 


It was afterwards held of the caſtle of Dunſter by the family of Pavely, and was in 
the time of Henry VIII. purchaſed by Sir Baldwin Malet, of St. Audries; but the 
houſe and demeſnes were in the poſſeſſion of the family of Harriſon. 


The living of St. Audries, or as it was then called Cantocſbeved-minor, was in 1292 


valued at ſix marks fix ſhillings and four-pence, and a penſion of ſeven ſhillings was 
paid out of it to the prior of Stoke - Courcy. It is a rectory in the deanery of Dunſter: 


the patronage is appendant to the manor, and the Rev. William Price is the preſent 
incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Ethelred, or Aldred, from whom the pariſh received 


one of its appellations, of which that now uſed is a flagrant corruption. It conſiſts of a 
nave, chancel, ſmall aile on the ſouth ſide, and a tower at the weſt end containing two 
bells. The chancel was built by Alexander Harriſon, gent. about A. D. 1583, and 


repaired by Ames Harriſon in 1687. 


Lib. Domeſday. #2 Taxat. Spiritual. * From an inſcription in the chancel, 


EAST-QUANTOCKSHEAD. 


HIS pariſh, as its name fully indicates, lies eaſtward of the laſt· mentioned pariſh, 
and at the bead of Quantoct, the etymology of which eminence," commanding 


fuch an extent of proſpect both by ſea and land, ſome wit of the preſent age would fain 
deduce from Quantum ab hoc. 


The manor of Eaſt-Cantocheheve was given by King William to Ralph Paganel, one 


of his Norman captains, and in the Domeſday record we have the following account of it: 


« The ſame Ralph [a tenant in the manor of Stockland] holds of Ralph, Can- - 


* TOCHEHEVE.. In the time of King Edward it gelded for ſeven hides. The arable is 
twenty carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, and five ſervants, and thirteen 


Where ſea-ward Quantock ſtands as Neptune he controld. POLYOLBION 48, 
Vol. III. | * « villanes, 


498 EAST-QUANTOCKSHEAD. + [Williton- 


ce yillanes, and ſeven cottagers, with ſeven ploughs. There is a mill rendering ſeven 
ce ſhillings and ſix-pence, and twenty acres of meadow, and fifty acres of wood. Paſture 
ce two miles long, and one mile broad. It was worth eleven pounds when he received 
« jt. Now eight pounds.” | 


To this Ralph ſucceeded in this manor Fulk Paganel, his fon and heir, who was fa- 
ther of another Ralph, anceſtor of the Lords Dudley, whoſe ſon William was of Irnham 
in the county of Lincoln, and by his wife Avicia de Romelli had iſſue two daughters 
Adelicia the wife of Robert de Gaunt, and Tretheſenta the wife of Geffrey Luttrell,* to 
the deſcendants of which laſt the whole patrimony at length entirely accrued. 


This Geffrey Luttrell was of Gamſton in Nottinghamſhire, in which county he had 
the manors of Bridgford and Normanton, beſides other lands there and in Derbyſhire, 
all which 6 Ric. I. were ſeized into the King's hands for his adherence to the Earl of 
Morton, afterwards King John. Upon that Earl's coming to the crown he had a rati- 
fication under the great ſeal of his title to thoſe manors, and all other lands which he had 
purchaſed of Gerbod de Scaud, and Gerard de Rodes.* 5 Joh. he had a grant of 10l. 
per annnum payable out of the King's treaſury for his life.” 7 Joh. he accounted to 
the ſcutage of Wales for ſeven knights' fees of William Paganel, whoſe daughter he 
then had to wife. 13 Joh. he accounted for half the barony of Paganel. 16 Joh. he 
was ſent into Ireland, and a direction given to the Biſhops and great men of that country 
to treat him as one much truſted by the King. The year following, he was, together 
with the archbiſhops of Dublin and Bourdeaux, and with Robert Marſhal, (being then 
called nobilis vir) appointed to repreſent to the Pope the ſtate of the kingdom, and the 
difference between the King and the barons; at which time he had alſo a particular com- 
miſſion of adjuſting the diſputes between King John and Berengaria queen dowager to 
Richard I. at that time referred to the Pope's arbitration, and was empowered in the 
King's name to ſwear to the performance of ſuch an eſtabliſhment as ſhould be then 
agreed to. He died 2 Henry III. leaving by the ſaid Tretheſenta his wife, (who ſur- 
vived him, and afterwards married Henry de Newmarch) Andrew Luttrell, his ſon and 

| ſucceſſor, who 14 Henry III. had livery of the manors of Eaſt-Quantockſhead, Huiſh, 
and Stockland, and alſo of Irnham, and other lands of Maurice de Gaunt. The ſame 
year he accounted for fifteen knights” fees and a half, being the whole barony of Paganel. 
26 Henry III. he was ſummoned to attend the King with horſe and arms into France, 
and 35 Henry III. was ſheriff of Lincolnſhire. He died 49 Henry III. haying mar- 
ried Petronilla daughter of Philip Mare, conſtable of Nottingham- caſtle in the time 
of King John, who, ſurviving him, had 3 Edw. I. this manor of Eaſt-Quantockſhead 
in dower. Their children were Geffrey Luttrell, thirty years old at the time of his 
father's deceaſe, and Alexander, to whom by a deed ſealed with his ſeal, barry of four 
pieces, he gave this manor of Eaſt-Quantockſhead, under a rent of a pair of ſpurs and 
ſix-pence, reſerving to himſelf the lands of Huiſh and Stockland, and the ſervices of 
Maurice de Lega, and Robert de Cumbe.* This grant was ſoon after his death con- 
firmed by Geffrey his eldeſt ſon, under his ſeal of arms, viz. four martlets; and alſo by 
Roger de Someri, heir of Gervaſe Paganel, of Dudley. This Geffrey was father of 


> Lib. Domeſday. Ex St:mmate de Luttrell. Dugd. Bar. i. RM. . * Cart. 5 Joh. n. 44- 
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Robert Luttrell, who continued a poſterity in the male line at Gamſton and Irnham till 
the time of Henry V. when thoſe manors paſſed by an heireſs into other families. 


Sir Alexander Luttrell, of Eaſt-Quantockſhead, 50 Henry III. had the cuſtody of 
his brother Geffrey, who was then diſordered in his intellects.“ 54 Henry III. he 
attended Prince Edward to the Holy Land, from which he does not appear ever to have 
returned. He left iſſue Andrew his only ſon and ſucceſſor, who died about 3 Edw. I. 
leaving two ſons, Andrew, who ſucceeded him, and John Luttrell, of Chilton in the 
county of Devon, anceſtor to the family of Dunſter-caſtle, 


Andrew his eldeſt ſon, being a knight 28 Edw. I. then attended the King in his ex- 
pedition into Scotland, He was living 11 Edw. II. and was father of Alexander 
Luttrell, of Eaſt-Quantockſhead, who 14 Edw. III. was a knight, and the year follow- 
ing collector of the King's duties on wool ariſing within the county of Somerſet. The 
ſame year he agreed with the maſter and brethren of Gaunt's hoſpital in Briſtol, that 
they ſhould have the manor of Stockland, free from all claim either from him or his 
heirs, on their paying him and Lucia his wife an annuity of ten pounds for their reſpec- 
tive lives. This was his ſecond wife. His firſt was Mary, daughter of Sir Thomas 
Trivet, knt. ſhe was living 13 Edw. III. and was mother of Thomas Luttrell. 


Which Thomas, in his father's life-time, married Joan daughter of Sir John Palton, 
on which marriage John de Montfort gave to them and the heirs of their bodies, the 
manor of Milton-Falconbridge near Brewton. He died before 39 Edw. III. Dyoniſia his 
- ſecond wife ſurviving him, having part of his lands in dower. She afterwards mar- 
ried Thomas Popham, and was mother of Richard Popham, of Alfoxton. 


John, the only ſon and ſucceſſor of Thomas Luttrell, was under age at the time of 
his father's death, and in wardſhip to Sir Andrew Luttrell of Irnham, who 40 Edw. III. 
aſſigned his right in the ſaid wardſhip to Sir Baldwin Malet, of Enmore. This John 
20 Ric. II. married Joan eldeſt daughter and coheir of Thomas Kingſton, and at the 
ſame time levied a fine on all his lands, and ſettled them on himſelf, and the heirs of 
his body begotten on the ſaid Joan. 1 Henry IV. he was one of the knights of the Bath 
made at the coronation of that King, and was at the ſame time retained to ſerve him for 
life, having a grant of 4ol. per annum payable out of the profits of this county. 
4 Henry IV. he was ſheriff for Somerſet and Dorſet, in which year, being ordered to 
the north to ſuppreſs the inſurrection of the Percies, he diſpoſed of his eſtate at Quan- 
tockſhead to truſtees, ſo that the inheritance of the ſame, in caſe he died without lawful 
iſſue, ſhould accrue to his kinſman Sir Hugh Luttrell, of Dunſter-caſtle." By another 
deed, in which he recites, that whereas he had made over his manor of Quantockſhead, 
and other his lands in Iwode, Williton, Vexford, Bibwell, &c. to Sir Maurice Ruſſell, 
John ſon of Sir John Paulett, William Paulett, and others, for the performance of his 
will, he further ſays, that in caſe he dies out of England, or in the King's ſervice 
before his return, that his truſtees ſnould make an eſtate for life in certain lands in 

»Williton to Thomas Popham, with a remainder to Richard Popham, his maternal 
brother, and the heirs of his body; on default of ſuch to William Paulet and his heirs, 
and in default of ſuch, then they ſhould ſell the ſame, and lay out the money in ſuch 


© © Dugd, Bar, i. 725. * MS. Palmer, from evidences at Dunſter-caſtle. 
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manner as they ſhould think moſt meet for the ſouls of the teſtator and his anceſtors, 
and alſo for the ſoul of John Fitz-Urſe, He orders his manor of Iwode to be fold for 
the payment of his debts, and gives a legacy of 20l. to Lady Cecilia Berkeley, direct- 
ing his truſtees, in caſe ſhe ſhould not accept of it, to lay it out for her ſoul's 
health. This will bears date 4 June, 4 Henry IV. and was proved the 4th of Auguſt 
following, ſo that it was not made long before his death, which probably happened in 
that year's expedition. By theſe means, however, the ancient inheritance of Quan- 
tockſhead was preſerved in the male line of this family, which otherwiſe would have 
fallen to Lady Elizabeth Harington, his couſin and next heir. 


The eldeſt branch of the Somerſetſhire Luttrells being thus at an end, they were 
ſucceeded by the deſcendants of John, younger ſon of Andrew Luttrell, of Eaſt-Quan- 
tockſhead, living in the time of Edw. I, Which John 11 Edw. III. had a grant from 
that King of certaif lands and rents in Chilton in the county of Devon, and a 
pardon for having purchaſed other lands in that place without licence. 37 Edw. III. 
he was knight of the ſhire for Devon. He was twice married; his firſt wife's name 
was Roſe, by whom he ſeems to have had no iſſue. His ſecond wife was Joan, by 
whom he had Sir Andrew Luttrell, his ſucceſſor in this manor. 


The ſaid Sir Andrew, who is ſtiled of Chilton, married in his father's life-time Lady 
Elizabeth, daughter of Hugh Courteney earl of Devonſhire, and widow of Sir John Vere, 
knt. a younger ſon of Aubrey de Vere earl of Oxford. Her mother was the daughter of 
Humphry de Bohun earl of Hereford, by a daughter of Edw. I. 33 Edw. III. being 
then called Lady Elizabeth Vere, kinſwoman to the King, ſhe had a grant of 200l. per 

ann. iſſuing out of the profits of Huntingdonſhire and Cambridgeſhire, which grant was 
renewed to her and her ſaid huſband the year following. Beſides this penſion from the 
crown, which in thoſe days was very conſiderable, it appears that ſhe had a great dower 
in ſeveral manors lying in the counties of Bucks, Oxford, and Bedford, being the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Vere her firſt huſband. This enabled her to execute thoſe great things which 
ſhe did for her family, the honour and proſperity of which ſhe greatly advanced. 
Her huſband being dead, 48 Edw. III, ſhe purchaſed the manors of Stonehall and 
Woodhall, with lands in Debenham, in the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk ; and like- 
wiſe ſoon after the barony, honour, and manor of Dunſter, together with the manors of 
Minehead, Carhampton, Kilton, and the hundred of Carhampton, reverſional after the 
life of Lady Mohun, widow of Sir John Mohun, knt. lord of thoſe manors. She died 
11 Ric. II. and was ſucceeded in theſe poſſeſſions by Sir Hugh Luttrell, her ſon and 
heir by Sir Andrew Luttrell, her ſecond huſband, who had his reſidence at Dunſter- 
caſtle, and was progenitor of the ſeveral owners of that very noble manſion, and of 


this manor of Eaſt-Quantockſhead.* By a verdict in 1294, it was found that Sir 
Andrew Luttrell had free-warren in this manor.' | 


The living is rectorial, in the deanery of Bridgwater; the patronage has POL been 
appendant to the manor; the Rev. Alexander Fownes Luttrell is the preſent incum- 
bent. In 1292 this rectory was valued at fixteen marks. 


i MS. Palmer, ut ſupra. > See vol. ii. p. 10. 1 Taxat. Spiritual. The 
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The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is a ſmall ſtructure, having a tower at 
the weſt end, containing a clock and four bells. In a little chapel on the north ſide is 
the tomb of Sir Andrew Luttrell, and Margaret his wife, the daughter of Sir Thomas 
Wyndham, knt. 


Here is a ſmall _ of twenty ſhillings a year to the fecond poor. 
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B IC EK N O L L E X. 


HIS is a ſmall pariſh ſituated under the ſouthweſt ſlope of the Quantock-Hills, 

by the ſprings iſſuing from which it is plentifully watered. It is ſuppoſeds to have 
its name from the Britiſh words Bychan, which ſignifies ſmall, and Alwar, a trea- 
fury; and from the circumſtance of Roman coins having been diſcovered in theſe parts 
in great abundance, a conjecture has been formed that the Romans had in this ſport 
one of their ſmaller repoſitories for their money, which they diſpenſed to the army 
ſtationed in different parts of the country, It is certain that the place, like many others 
in the vicinity of Quantock, is of great antiquity. On the ſide of the hill above the 
church is an ancient fortification called Trend/e-caftle, the trench and entrance of which 
_ are ſtill entire; and weſtward of it is another much ſmaller on the ſummit of the hill, 
called Turk's-caſitle., There remains alſo a beacon upon a point of the ſame afvicing 
mountain, which, overlooking the whole coaſt and country adjacent, was a moſt conve- 
nient place of obſervation to its ancient inhabitants. 


The manor of Bicknoller was in ancient times held of the caſtle of Dunſter by 
knight's ſervice.” In the time of Henry III. it was the property of William Button 
. biſhop of Bath and Wells, who about the year 1270 conferred it on the dean and chapter 

of his church, and they continue poſſeſſed of it to this day. 


The hamlets of Tnonxcounz and Woorsxox are within this pariſh ; the former of 
which was anciently a ſeat of a branch of the family of Bret, in which it continued for 
ten generations, till in the time of James I. it was ſold by Alexander Bret, of Ingledeſby 
in the county of Lincoln, to the family of Sweeting : the latter ſeems to be that place 
which in Domeſday-book is called Ukvardeſtone, and is thus ſurveyed: 


ce Robert holds of Roger [de Curcelle] ULWARDꝭE STONE. Ulf held it in the time 
* of King Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is half a carucate. 7 
« is one villane, and ſeventeen acres of meadow, and forty-two acres of paſture. 
<< was worth ten ſhillings, now fifteen ſhillings.” 


Woolſton was in latter times the property of the Stawel family. 


The living is a curacy in the deanery of Dunſter, and in the gift of the Dean and 


Chapter of Wells, Stogumber "OD the mother-church. The Rev. John Turner i is 
the preſent incumbent. 


* Diſcourſe of Antiq, . Langtoft's Chron. ii. 48. Lib. Feod. 
Lib. Domeſday, Eſe. 


The 
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The church is a good Gothick ſtructure, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, and north 
aile; at the weſt end is a tower with a clock and four bells. 


At the eaſt end of the aile is a monument to John Sweeting, of Thorncombe, 128 
who died Nov. 8, 1688, aged 63. 


In the church- yard there is a fine old croſs, and a very large 98 yew⸗- tree. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are a the burials dee. * The pariſh con- 
tains forty houſes. 


BROMPTON-REGIS 


S ſituated in the weſtern part of the hundred, near the hills called Brendon-Hills, 
which extend fourteen miles in length from Elworthy-Lane-end near Hartrow on 
the eaſt, to Harepath between the pariſhes of Cutcombe and Exton to the weſt, On 
this hill there are three Roman tumuli at equal diſtances from each other, called 
Miveliſcombe- Burrow, or Barrow, Leather-Burrow, and Cutcombe-Burrow. And near 
the weſtern end of Haddon-hill, another conſpicuous eminence, is a mount called 
Hadborougb, which in all probability was reared by the ſame people, as ſeveral of their 
coins were dug up on the ſpot, when it was fenced round with a wall. At the foot of 
this hill is the hamlet of HARTFORD, containing fifteen houſes, the greateſt part of 
which are cottages; and more ſoutherly is the ancient vill of Buxy, or BRoMyTOxN- 
Buxy, where is a fortified mount, called Bury-caſile, ſuppoſed to have been originally a 


Roman work, but afterwards built on, and inhabited by the knightly family of * 
In this hamlet there are twenty- three houſes. 


This pariſh was formerly a hundred of itſelf, and was held "a Ghida wife of Earl 


Godwyn in the time of Edward the Confeſſor. At the Conqueſt * William 2 
it in his own hands, according to the following account: 


The King holds Bux ETOxE. Ghida held it in the time of King Edward, and 
te gelded for ten hides. The arable is ſixty carucates. Thereof are in demeſne three 
ce hides, and chere are three carucates, and ſeven ſervants, and fifty villanes, and ſeven- 
ec teen cottagers, with twenty ploughs. There are two mills of three ſhillings rent, 
ce and ſixty acres of meadow. Paſture three miles long, and-one mile broad, and as 
* much wood in length and breadth. It renders twenty-ſeven pounds and twelve ſhil- 
ce lings, and one penny of white money. 


t Of theſe ten hides a prieſt holds in bs one hide of the King. He has there one 


cc carucate and four villanes, with one plough, and three acres of meadow. It is worth 
ce twenty ſhillings. 


« Of this manor Earl Morton holds one hide in PRESTETUNE, which was of the 
« demeſne farm in the time of King Edward. The arable is four carucates. There 
< are two ploughs. It is and was worth forty ſhillings, 


cc From 
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« From this manor is taken the third penny of n which was por there 
ce in the time of King Edward.“ _ 


In the time of Henry II. this manor became che poſſelnon of William de Nay « 
deſcendant of Picot de Say, living in the time of William the Conqueror, who upon 
the little river Barle, on a ſpot called from it Barlnch, two miles ſouthward from the 
church, founded a ſmall priory of Black Canons to the honour of St. Nicholas, which 
Maud de Say his daughter endowed with the rectory of Brompton-Regis. This dona- 
tion, with various others by different benefactors, was ratified and confirmed by Henry 
III. in the fourth year of his reign, and by Edw. III. in the thirteenth year of his reign; 
and the poſſeſſions of the prior and convent were in 1444 valued at 311. 68. * and 
in 1534 at 981. 148. 92d. per annum.” The priors were, 


Walter, 1175. 

Robert, 1263. 

Umfray, 1288. 

Hugh Price reſigned Jan. 13, 1320. 

William Wroxhale, 1387. 

John de Taunton, 1390. 

John Porter died 1430. 

Thomas Bury was confirmed Nov. 24, 1430, and died Jan. 4, 1456. 


Thomas Thornbury was elected Feb. 5, 1456, T * were then ſeven canons in 
the convent. 


John Cheſter died Sept. 22, 1488. 
Robert Wynde, canon, was elected Oct. 4, 1488, by two canons, there being no 
more at that time belonging to the convent. He was deprived in 1492; in which 
year, Sept. 3, 

Thomas Bird, canon of Taunton, was elected by three canons. He reſigned in 1524. 


John Norman, canon of this houſe, was elected Dec. 7, 1524, by Dr. Thomas 
Benet, commiſſary to Cardinal Wolſey, nine canons in the convent having by compro- 
miſe devolved the election of a prior to bim. In 1553 there remained in charge to 
penſioners of this monaſtery 3l. in annuities. 30 Henry VIH. the ſite of this priory 
with the manors of Brompton-Bury, and Warley, was granted to Sir John Wallop, 
anceſtor of the preſent Earl of Portſmouth, whoſe deſcendant ſold it to the family of 
Ball, of Devonſhire, of whom it was purchaſed by Mr. Lucas of Taunton.* 


But the manor of Brompton-Regis continued veſted in the ſaid William de Say, the 
founder of this monaſtery; and the above-named Maud de Say, the chief benefactreſs 
thereto, his daughter and coheireſs, being married to William de Buckland, conveyed 
to him the greater part of the patrimonial poſſeſſions. In this family however it did 
not long continue; for 24 Edw. I. we find it the property of Matthew de Beſilles, who 
held it by the fourth part of a knight's fee. This Matthew de Beſilles is ſtiled Batilon, 


* Lib. Domeſday. > Archer e Regiſt. Wellen. _ © Thid, . Willis's Hiſt, of Abbies, ü. 195. 
* Strachey. . - * Lib, Feod. F 
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and was anceſtor of the Beſilles, of Beſilles-Leigh near Oxford, where a venerable old 
manſion, darkly embowered with oaks, elms, and firs, in ruins preſerves the name. His 
wife's name was Elizabeth, who ſurviving him had this manor of Brompton in dower.* 
On her death 13 Edw. II. Geffrey de Beſilles her ſon and heir paid fifty ſhillings for 
his relief of all the lands and tenements whereof ſhe died ſeized as capital tenant of the 
King, among which was this lordſhip, and that of Radcot in Oxfordſhire, where the 
family had one of their ſeats and caſtles." By Agnes his wife he had iſſue Sir Thomas 
de Beſilles, knt. who obtained a grant of a weekly market on Tueſdays, and two fairs 
yearly for four days each within this manor.” He died 3 Ric. II. and was ſucceeded in 
this eſtate by John his ſon. and heir, then nineteen years old, whom he had by Catherine 
his wife. Which John had iflue another John, who dying without iſſue, Peter his 
uncle ſucceeded to the inheritance, and died ſeized of it 4 Henry VI.* being ſucceeded 
by Sir William Beſilles, who died 5 May, 7 Henry VIII. ſeized of the manor of King's- 
Brompton, leaving one only daughter and heir Elizabeth, married to Richard Ehot, 
one of the juſtices of the court of King's-Bench.' From this family it came to the 
Fettiplaces. 31 Henry VIII. John Fettiplace was lord of the manor, and was ſuc- 
ceeded in it by another of his name 3 Edw. VI. Sir John Cheeke died ſeized of it 
1 Eliz. leaving Henry Cheeke his ſon and heir. Sir Henry Wallop held it 8 Eliz. 
and ſoon after that date the family eſtates in theſe parts were ſold to different perſons ; 
and now the manors of Brompton-Regis and Brompton-Bury belong to Lady Acland. 


The church of Brompton, being as it has before been obſerved, appropriated to the 
prior and convent of Barlinch, was in 1292 valued at twelve marks, the prior having 
from it a penſion of three marks. A vicarage was ordained 3 Feb. 1343. The pa- 
tronage is in Emanuel college, Cambridge; the Rev. John Clendon is the preſent 
incumbent. x 


The church is dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, 
north and ſouth ailes; and at the weſt end is an embattled tower, containing four bells. 


On a braſs-plate i in the wall of the chancel, among other memorials to ſeveral of the 
family of Dyke, is the following to Joan Dyke, who died of the dropſy at the age of 
ſüneteen years: 

5 te Reader, tis worth thy paines to "Ri 

Who was interred here belowe. 

Here lies good-nature, pietie and witt, 

Though ſmall. in volume, yet moſt fairly writt. 

Shee dyed young; and ſoe oftimes tis ſeen, 


The fruite Gop loves, he's pleaſed to pluck it greene,” 
Here is a pqor-houſe for five or fix families given by William Beſilles, eſq. 


3 Eſc, d Rot, Pip. 13 Ed, II. i Cart. 22 Ed. II. * Eſc, 1 Coles's Eſc, 
* Taxatt Spiritual. Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. 
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IES at the eaſt end of Brendon-hill, in a woody country, full of aſcents and deep 
narrow vales or glens, luxuriantly watered. The air here is eſteemed remarkably 
ſalubrious; and the paſture ſo fine, that it is aſſerted by the inhabitants, there has 
ſcarcely ever been known a rotten ſheep in, the pariſh. Great part of the lands is 
arable ; the crops wheat, barley, and oats, which, as well as the manure, are carried on 
horſeback. The pariſh contains about eighty houſes ; of which five farms and one 
cottage are in the hamlet of Bux rox, half a mile northward; and four farms in the 
hamlet of Rooksx EST, which lies a mile northweſtward from the church. The whole 
pariſh is rated at about 1000]. per annum. 


As to the hiſtory of this place, we learn from the annals of chan that A. D. 
729, Fridogitha, Queen of Ethelard king of the Weſt-Saxons, gave the manor of 
Brunantun, containing within its limits five hides of land, to the church of Glaſtonbury,” 
of which it was held till the coming in of .the Normans, when King William took it 
away from the monks, and gave it to Sir William de Mohun, under whom it was held 
by one Turgiſus, or Turgis. 


« Turgis holds of William, BuxxZrOx E. Brictric held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is twelve carucates. 
ce In demeſne are two carucates, and ſeven ſervants, and ſixteen villanes, and two cot- 
ce tagers, with eight ploughs. There is a mill of thirty-pence rent, and fix acres of 
© meadow, and twenty acres of wood, and one mile of paſture. When he received it, 
ce it was worth forty ſhillings, now four pounds. 


« This land was of the church of Glaſtonbury in the time of King Edward, and 
could not be ſeparated from it.“ 


The chief tenants of this manor after the Conqueſt, under the lords Mohun of 
Dunſter-caſtle, were the family of Fitz-Urſe, of whom mention has been made in the 
article of Williton. In the liſt of knight's fees that were held of that honour 14 Edw. I. 
Thomas de Tymmeworth and Lucy his wife were certified to hold a third part of a 
fee in Brompton-Rauf; and Adam de Bagtrepe, and Ralph Fitz-Urſe, (a ſon of that 
Ralph who had lands here in the time of Henry III. and from whom the place ſeems 
to have derived its name) held two parts of a knight's fee in Brompton-Rauf of the 
| aforeſaid Thomas and Lucy de Tymmeworth, who. held the ſame of Sir John de 
Mohun, as of his caſtle of Dunſter. 20 Edw. I. the whole manor was in the poſſeſſion 
of Ralph ſon and heir of this Ralph Fitz-Urſe, who preſented to the rectory of the 
church 16 Edw. II. and 24 Edw. III. died ſeized of this manor with that of Williton, ' 
and the borough of Watchet; which eſtates he left to the inheritance of two daughters, 
one married into the family of Fulford, the other into that of Durborough. 

By an inquiſition taken 20 Ric. II. it appears that Sir John Willington died poſſeſſed 
of this manor, leaving a ſon of his own name, who dying 13 Henry IV, left iſſue 


8 Johan, 2 Hiſt. i. 41. Adam. de Domerham. i. 61. Lib. Domeſday, . 
Lib. Feod. * Eſc. : 
"> III s 4 & * Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth the wife of Sir John Palton, knt. who died ſeized of it in her right 28 
Henry VI. From him it came again to the name of Fulford, the deſcendants of a 
branch of the old poſſeſſors of that appellation, and 32 Henry VI. both manor and 
advowſon were held by William Fulford, father of Humphry Fulford, who preſented 


' ſeveral times to the church, the lateſt of which was 1505. After his death it was held 


by Florence his relict, (who afterwards married the Lord Fitzwarren) in dower. 

24 Eliz. Thomas ſon and heir of Sir John Fulford held the manor, and died ſeized of 
it 2 Jac. I. To him ſucceeded Sir Francis Fulford, knt. who in 1617 fold it to 
William Lats of Hartrow, eſq; which William Lacy died A. D. 1641, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by his ſon of the ſame name, who ſerved the office of ſheriff for Somerſet, and 
was one of thoſe gentlemen who were returned to be made knights of the Royal Oak. 

He married a daughter of Hunt, eſq; and by her had one only daughter married to 
Thomas Rich, eſq; whoſe ſon Thomas bequeathed it amongſt other eſtates to Mrs. 
Margaret Hay, a daughter of the Rev. Mr. Hay, rector of Clatworthy, deſcended from 
a very ancient family in Scotland. Its preſent poſſeſſor is Sir William Yea, bart. 


The benefice of Brompton-Radulphi was in 1292 valued at ten marks.“ It is rectorial 
in the deanery of Dunſter, The Rev. Bickham Eſcott is the patron and incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, 


and ſmall aile on the north ſide; at the weſt end is a tower having four bells. The 


greater part of this church was rebuilt in 17 38. 


The ach in this pariſh are ſeven, the burials ſix, upon an average 1 
Taxat. Spiritual. 


r 


IES in the extremity of the county towards Devon, two miles ſoutheaſt from 
Dulverton, the river Barle dividing it from that pariſh, and joining the Ex at 
Exbridge, a mile ſouthward from the church. It ſeems to have derived its name from 


ſome bridge erected over the river, where formerly had been only a ford for the paſſage 
of travellers, 


The ſituation of this place is pleafing; being on a declivity, ſurrounded by hills, in- 
terſected with hedge-rows, and ſpotted with wood. The houſes are about ſixty-fix in 
number, which lie round the church, or diſperſed in the hamlets of Kxiohrcor and 
LAxORIDox, the latter of which is ſituated ſouthward from the village, and was for- 
merly a conſiderable place, with a chapel; and a fair is ſtill held here in Auguſt. The 


manor of Langridge was parcel of the eſtate of the ancient family of Bratton. 


In the time of King Edward the Confeſſor this manor, then written Brucheford, was 
in the poſſeſſion of Ordulf, a Saxcn, and by cuſtom paid to the Lord of Dulverton 


*Eſc, 
twenty-four 
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twenty-four ſheep per annum.“ Which rent was at the Conqueſt aboliſhed, and the 
manor beſtowed upon the Earl of Morton. 


In Domeſday-book it is ſurveyed as follows: 


„ Malger holds of the Earl, Buuchzronxp. Ordulf held it in the time of King 
ce Edward, and gelded for two hides. The arable is twelve carucates. In demeſne is 
e one carucate, and two ſervants, and ten villanes, and five cottagers, with two ploughs. 

« There is a mill of twelve ſhillings and ſix-pence rent, and fix acres of meadow, and 


ce ſeventeen acres of wood. Paſture half a mile long, and three furlongs broad. It is 
cc worth four pounds.“ 


The name of de Brigeford | is not infrequent in the records of this county, 45 
that family do not ſeem to have poſſeſſed the manor, which is now the property of 
Lady Acland. 


The living, valued in 1292 at nine marks," is a rectory in the deanery of Dunſter, 


and in the gift of St. Barbe Sydenham, eſq. The Rev. Nathaniel Blake Brice is the 
preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Nicholas. It is a ſmall building of one pace, with a 
ſtrong well-built tower at the weſt end, in which are five bells. 


On the ſouth wall of the chancel is a ſtone monument to the Rev. Robert Norris, 
forty- eight years rector of this church, who died Sept. 8, 1708, aged 71, and Elizabeth 


his wife, who died March 30, 1712, aged 74. Arms, Sable, billety argent, a croſs 
flory of the laſt. 


Over the ſcreen that divides the chancel from the nave, are two tablets, with the fol- 
lowing account of benefactions: 

William Crook gave 51. 

Thomas Wade 40s. 

Elizabeth his wife 30s. 

Humphrey Bare 51. 

Jane Toute 10l. 

Robert Beadon, buried May 3, 1688, gave 10l. 

John Atkys, buried Feb. 1, 1691, gave 30s. 

Edward Beadon, buried Feb. 26, 1695, gave 40s. 

Robert Pinkham, buried April 17, 1702, gave 20s. . 

Richard Quick, buried Jan. 22, 1703, gave gl. 


Mr. David Beadon of this pariſh, who was buried the 31ſt day of Jan. 1746, gave 
10]. the intereſt thereof to be diſtributed to the poor of this pariſh at Eaſter for ever.” 


There is alſo a donation of 71, per annum by the late Rev. John Norris, rector of 
this pariſh, 


The annual chriſtenings are ſeven; the burials five. 
» Lib, Domeſday, © Ibid, * Taxat, Spiritual. 
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ME name of this place ſeems to indicate its having been once a mart for traffick, 
although there are no remains of ſuch now; Lypan being the Saxon term for 
merchandiſing, and Staple, an old word for an eſtabliſhed market. 


It is ſituated in the ſouthern part of the hundred and of the county, in a romantick ſpot 
varied with hills, dales, woods, and craggy rocks: the rocks are a kind of pale granite, 
full of red, blue, and ruſt-coloured veins. Taunton is diſtant from it about thirteen 
miles towards the eaſt. The pariſh- contains about ſixty houſes, a few of which are in 
the hamlet of WESTER-SKIRDAL, a mile and a half ſouthward from the church. In 


the hedges here is a variety of curious moſſes; and the mountain-aſh ſpontaneouſly 
adorns the incloſures, 


We learn from the Norman ſurvey that this manor belonged to the monaſtery of 
Muchelney: | 


* The Church itſelf holds CrezsTapLE. Celric held it in the tons of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for two hides and a half. The arable is ſix carucates. Thereof in de- 
ce meſne is half a hide, and there is one carucate, and two ſervants, and ſixteen villanes, 
« and two cottagers, with five ploughs. There is half an acre of meadow, and one 


& hundred acres of paſture. Wood half a mile long, and two furlongs broad. It is 
« worth fifty ſhillings.” 


The temporalities of the ſaid abbey i in this pariſh were rated in the year 1293 : at 
forty-five ſhillings.” After its diſſolution the manor was granted by Henry VIII. to 
Edward earl of Hertford,* and now belongs to Sir William Yea, bart. 


The living is a rectory in the deanery of Dunſter: the Rev. Simon Richards is the 
patron and preſent "incumbent, 


The church, dedicated to All-Saints, conſiſts of a nave, duced and ſouth ale. At 
the weſt end is an embattled tower, containing four bells. 


On a black tablet againſt a pillar is the following memorandum: 


ee The perſons here under named did bequeath by their laſt wills and teſtaments 

twenty pounds for the uſe of the poor of this pariſh; as followeth : viz. Five pounds each, 
to be put in the hands of the two churchwardens and the two overſeers, to be paid over 
every Eaſter Monday, the intereſt to be diſtributed at Chriſtmas and Eaſter to ſuch 
poor people as have noe relief, 

Jonx Tarzor, gent. 

GroR OR Hvuisny gent. 

Joun SURRAGE, 


Joann PaRRAT, * | yeomen. 
The . in this pariſh are ſix, the burials four, annually, 
* Lib, Domeſday, » Taxat, Temporal, «© Pat, 29 Hen. VIII. p. 2. 
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S ſituated to the ſouthweſt of Brompton-Ralph, on a ſmall eminence riſing out of 

a deep dell, overſhadowed with hanging woods. In this pariſh, on a hill called 

Beverton, near Rawleigh's-croſs on Brendon, riſes the river Tone, which here turns a 

griſt-mill, and runs under a ſtone bridge between Huiſh-Champflower, and Wive- 

liſcombe. The lands are paſture and meadow chiefly, and in general good; the manure 

is carried on horſeback, the roads not admitting of carriages. In this pariſh are about 
forty houſes, of which fourteen are conſiderable farms. 


The manor of Clateurde belonged formerly to the abbey of Glaſtonbury; but -at the 
Conqueſt King William poſſeſſing himſelf of it, added the ſame to his other donations 
to his great favourite Sir William de Mohun, from whom it was held by Ogiſus: 


« Ogiſus holds of William, CLatzurpe. Alviet held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for one hide and a half. The arable is ſeven carucates. In 
« demeſne are two carucates, and two ſervants, and ſixteen villanes, and five cottagers, 
te with five ploughs. There is a mill of ſix-pence rent, and five acres of meadow, and 
ce twenty-five acres of wood. Paſture half a mile long, and four furlongs broad. It 
ce was formerly worth twenty ſhillings, now forty ſhillings. 


« This land could not be ſeparated from the church of Glaſtonbury, but was thane 
e land thereof in the time of King Edward. | 


6 Edw. I. Roger Arundel held a moiety of this manor of Clatworthy of Sir John de 
Mohun, deſcendant of the above-named William, by the ſervice of a knight's fee.” At 
the ſame time Richard Avele held half a fee in this pariſh of the ſame honour.* 15 Edw. II. 
and 1 & 3 Edw. III. John Arundel preſented to the church;* and 18 Edw. IIL. it 
appears by a fine that the other moiety of this manor (formerly the portion of Avele) 
was ſettled upon Philip and Margaret Clotworthy, or de Clotworthy, being natives of this 
place and reſident herein, and their heirs; and in default of ſuch, upon the heirs of 
Peter Bradeſton;* in purſuance of which, John Lambrook became poſſeſſed of this 
- moiety of the manor, the other being ſtill veſted in the family of Arundel. John and 
Julian Arundel had it 44 Edw. III.; John Arundel 1 Henry V.; John and Philippa 
Arundel 8 Henry VI. 41 Edw. III. John Lambrook held his moiety of the manor, 
which paſfed by an heireſs of his deſcendant John Lambrook to William Clouteſham, 
who poſſeſſed it 16 Henry VI. After which George Arundel appears to be in poſſeſ- 
ſion of his moiety 13 Henry VIII. and 1 Mary, Thomas Arundel died ſeized of 
this moiety, to which William his ſon ſucceeded, and 15 Eliz. fold it to Baldwin Malet, 
of Weſt-Quantockſhead, eſq; and Margaret Clouteſham fettled her part upon John 
Jacob, who by his will gave it to the ſame Baldwin Malet. Which Baldwin thus poſ- 
ſeſling both parts of the manor, together with the advowſon of the church, ſold his 
right herein to Thomas Carew, of Crowcombe, eſq; and it is now the poſſeſſion of 
James Bernard, of Crowcombe, eſq. 


„Lib. Domeſday. Lib. Feod, « Ibid. a Regiſt. Wellen. 
* Rot. Fin. 18 Ed. III. fMS. Carew. 
; | In 


\ 
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Here are alſo the manors of Tree and SyNDERCOMBE, both which were purchaſed 
by the ſame family of Carew. The latter has this deſcription in the Norman ſurvey: 


“Hugh holds of Turſtin [Fitz-Rolf] SinpzRcome. Cerric held it in the time of 
op King Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is five carucates. In demeſne 
ce js one carucate, and ſeven villanes, and ſeven cottagers, with three ploughs. There 


cc are ſeventeen acres of meadow, and one mile of paſture in length and breadth, and 


ce fifty acres of wood. It was and is worth twenty ſhillings.““ 
The manors of Tripp, Syndercombe, and Clatworthy, conſtitute three tithings. 


The benefice of Clatworthy was taxed in 1292 at ſeven marks and a half.” It is a 
rectory in the deanery of Dunſter, and appendant to the manor. The Rev. James 
Camplin is the preſent incumbent. The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and is of 
one pace, with a tower containing four bells. Near it is a houſe called the Church- 
Houſe, held from the lord of the manor for the uſe of the poor, 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are about ſeven, the burials four, annually. 
The abbot of Ford had lands in this pariſh, valued in 1293 at forty ſhillings.” 
Lib. Domeſday. „ Taxat. Spiritual. i Taxat. Temporal. 
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HIS pariſh, which derives its name from its craggy cliffs, is ſituated on the Briſtol 
Channel, two miles nearly ſouthweſt from Watchet, and twenty weſt from Bridg- 


water. The rocks here abound with fine alabaſter, and from the eminences immenſe 


proſpects open over a vaſt body of water to the oppoſite coaſt of Wales. The beach 
abounds with the kelp weed, which is burnt into uſe for the Briſtol market. Betwixt 
the village of Old-Cleeve, (which conſiſts of forty houſes near the church) and the ſea, 
there ſtands a ſmall hamlet denominated Chapel-Cleeve, from an ancient chapel erected 
on the rock to the honour of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, wliich chapel was in early times 
frequented by pilgrims, and hallowed by the offerings of devout travellers. Its veſtiges 
are ſtill remaining, and near it ſtood an hoſpital or inn for the entertainment of thoſe 
whoſe piety led them unprovided to this diſtant country. Beſides this hamlet, which 


contains about a dozen dwellings, there are ſeveral others ts NES: within the limits 
of the pariſh. 


To the ſoutheaſt is a4 in which ſtand the ruins of an abbey hereafter to be 
mentioned, and forty houſes. 

BILBROOR, half a mile weſtward, contains eight houſes, 

Southward from Bilbrook is GoLDsoncorT.* | 215 


„ Alric holds of Roger [de Curcelle] GrvunkCOTE. Eduin held it in the time of King Edward, and 
c gelded for half a hide. The arable is one carucate and a half. There is one carucate, with three cottagers, 
e of meadow, 3 and fifteen acres of wood. It is worth ten ſhillings.” 
Lib. Domeſday. 


\ 
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ROA DwATER, three miles towards the ſouthweſt, about thirteen houſes. 


And a mile ſouthward from Roadwater is LeicaLand, where is a ſmall-chapel of 
ancient time belonging to the pariſh church of Cleeve, and ſituated on a little woody emi- 
nence, withina pleaſant ſequeſtered vale, with five or fix houſes in its neighbourhood. y 


Other ancient vills are, Lz1c6n, Loxnpon, and BIN RAM. 


The earlieſt notice we have of this pariſh is in the Norman ſurvey, where it is thus 
recorded: 


« The King holds CLevs. Earl Harold held it in the time of King Edward, and 
ce gelded for four hides and one virgate of land. The arable is twenty-three carucates. 
* Thereof one hide is in demeſne, and there are three carucates, and four ſervants, and 
© nineteen villanes, and nine cottagers, with eighteen ploughs. There are two mills 
| © rendering fifty-four pence, and twenty-four acres of meadow. Wood one mile long, 
ce and half a mile broad. It renders twenty-three pounds of white money. To this 


© manor belonged the third penny of Burgheriſt, and Caretone, and Willetone, and 
ce Cantetone, and Nordpereth.”” 


All this territory came ſoon after to the family of Romare, or de Romara, of whom 
William de Romara was in 1141 created Earl of Lincoln by King Stephen. This 
William was father of another William de Romara, who dying without iſſue, the eſtates 
were inherited by his nephew, called alſo William, the fon of Roger de Romara and 
Lucia his wife, daughter of Algar earl of Cheſter. Which William married Philippa 
daughter of Hubert de Burgh earl of Kent and chancellor of England; and being religi- 
ouſly inclined, he in 1188, for the health of the foul of King Richard, Henry his father, 
their anceſtors and ſucceſſors, as well as for the health of his own ſoul, and the foul of 
Philippa his wife, and for the ſouls of all their progenitors and poſterity, founded upon 
this his manor, to the honour of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, a monaſtery of Ciſtertian monks, 
and beſtowed thereon all his lands in Cleeve in pure and perpetual alms, with all liber- 
ties, immunities, cuſtoms, and other appertenances.* This donation was confirmed 
by King John; and beſides it, Hubert de Burgh gave the church of Eaſt-Camel, and 
lands in Rugebam; Richard earl of Cornwall gave certain lands in Pochewell, Treglaſton, 
and Poundſtoke, in Cornwall, and free liberty throughout his whole eſtate in that earldom; 
Reginald de Mohun contributed the manor of Slaworth, formerly belonging to Richard 
de Slaworth and Roger his ſon, and confirmed the grant which William de Mohun his 
father had made to the monks, of the land or manor of Stortmanforde; and King 
Henry III. gave to them the manor and hundred of Brampton in the county of Devon, 
to be held of him and his heirs by the rent of twenty-two pounds per annum.* Theſe 
revenues were valued in 1444 at 471. and in 1534 at I$5l. gs. 42d. 


* This ſtrutture is 46 feet long, and 19 wide, with a ſmall turret and one bell. It is dedicated to St. Giles. 
| > Lib. Domeſday. * Mon. Angl. i. 531. 


© Tbid. 532. This manor was given by William the Conqueror to Sir William de Mohun, and is Jeltribedin 
Domeſday-Book as follows: . Briric holds of William, SoxzDzMAnztrorD. The fame Brictric held it in the 
te time of King Edward, and gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is half a carucate, He has there one 
a cottager, and ſeven acres of wood. It was and is worth fix ſhillings.” 


* Fin, 13 Hen, III. m. 7. f Archer. 
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The firſt abbot of this houſe was Ralph. To whom ſucceeded Hugh. 
William occurs in 1228, 


Henry was abbot 1297. At this time there were twenty-ſix monks in the convent, 


Two more were afterwards added by Gilbert de Woolavington, who were to ſay maſs 


for him and his family in the chapel of the monaſtery." 


Richard le Bret was elected Sept. 21, 1315, when he made his profeſſion to the 
Biſhop in the following words: Ego frater Ricardus, electus abbas de Clyve, ſubjefionem, 
reverentiam et obedientiam @ ſanctis patribus conſtitutam, ſecundum regulam ſancti Beneditti,* 
tibi Domine Pater Epiſcope, tuisque ſucceſſoribus canonice ? ſubſtituendis, er ſanfte * Batbon. 
Mellen. ſalvo ordine noſtro, perpetuo me exhibiturum promitto. 


Robert de Clyve was elected Sept. 29, 1321. 

John occurs 1407. 

Leonard was ſummoned to the convocation Nov. 9, 1416. 

William Seylake was confirmed Sept. 28, 1419. 5 

John Stone, confirmed Oct. 1, 1421. 

David Joyner was ſummoned to the council of Florence, April 20, 1438, and to the 
convocation June 20, 1463. 


John Paynter was ſummoned to convocation Jan. 26, 1509. 


William Dovell ſucceeded in Auguſt 1510, and was the laſt abbot of this monaſtery, 
having at the diſſolution a penſion of 261. 1 38. 4d. per ann. aſſigned him. In 1553, 
there remained ir: charge 11. 6s. 8d. in fees, and 151. 7s. 4d. in annuities.* King 
Henry VIII. by his letters patent, bearing date the 33d year of his reign, granted the 
ſite of the abbey, and the manor of Cleeve, and the chapel of our bleſſed Lady of Cleeve 
to the ſaid late diſſolved monaſtery appertaining, with meſſuages and lands in London, 
Bilbrook, Waſhford, Goldſoncot, Roadwater, Leigh, and Langham, to Robert earl of 
Suſſex. The preſent poſſeſſor is Sir James Langham, of Cotteſbrooke in the county 
of Northampton, bart. who married Juliana ſiſter and ſole heireſs to the late Thomas 
Muſgrave, of Old-Cleeve, eſq. His arms Re, * three bears' heads eraſed ſable, 


muzzled or. 


he ruins of the abbey are extenſive; the ſpot in which they ſtand has been called in 
old charters Yallis-florida, or the Flowery Valley. Nature indeed has ſufficiently deco- 


rated the environs of this and other religious retirements; but the monks in general, 


and particularly thoſe of the Ciſtertian order, were fond of gloomy ſcenes and unpic- 
tured ſolitudes. 


The church of Old- Cs was in the year 1198 given by William de Rik earl 
of Lincoln to Savaricus biſhop of Bath and Glaſtonbury, who made it a prebend in his 
cathedral church of Wells, and annexed it to the Benedictine-abbey of Bec-Hellouin 


in Normandy, the abbots of which monaſtery let it out to farm to the abbot and con- 


vent of Cleeve, at the annual rent of forty marks.“ In 1292 the prebend was rated at 


© See page 438 of this vol. 

The Ciſtertians were a branch of the Benedictines, and always followed the rule of St. Benedict. 

Archer, è Regiſt. Joh. de Drokens ford. * Willis's Hiſt. of Abbies, ii. 197. 
Pat. 33 Hen. VIII. p. 6. = Adam. de Domerham. i. 213. 


a ſimilar 
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a ſimilar ſum." In 1320, a vicarage was ordained, aſſigning the incumbent thereof 4 
vicarage-houſe with curtillage, and all oblations and profits accruing to the church of 
. Cleeve, and the chapel of St. Giles of Leigh, and the tithe of mills, wool, lambs, kids, - 
calves, colts, pigs, geeſe, pigeons, eggs, honey, flax, cheeſe, butter, apples, and all other 
ſmall tithes, with the herbage of the pariſh church- yard. The vicar to ſerve the 
church of Cleeve in a meet and competent manner, and alſo to attend the chapel of- 
Leigh, and there every Lord's day to read the goſpel, and adminiſter conſecrated bread - 
and water; and thrice a year, viz. on Chriſtmas, Eaſter, and St. Giles's days, to cele- 
brate maſs. To keep the key of the church, books, veſtments, and ornaments, and 
to clean them and keep them clean. The abbot and convent, as rectors, to receive 
all the large tithes, and likewiſe all oblations and profits contingent to the chapel of the  - 
bleſſed Virgin Mary near the ſea, according to a ſtanding cuſtom ever ſince its firſt”. 
foundation; and to bear all ordinary and extraordinary burdens.* The living is in the 
deanery of Dunſter; the Rev. James Newton is the preſent patron and incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Andrew, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and ſouth - 
aile, with a well-built tower at the weſt end, containing a clock and four bells. 


On the ſouth wall of the chancel is a monument In memory of Mrs. Mary 
Whitlock, daughter of John Whitlock, of this pariſh, gent. who departed this life 
Sept. 27, 1715, aged 23 years.” She gave 10l. the intereſt thereof to be diſtributed - 
to the poor of this pariſh not receiving alms, on the 29th of September yearly for ever, 
according to the diſcretion of the ſaid John Whitlock, and the ſurvivor of him.” 


In the church-yard ſtands an old croſs with four rows of ſteps, the pedeſtal and pillar” . 
almoſt entire, 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are 28, the burials 19, on a ten years' average. - 
| ® Taxat. Spiritual. © Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. 
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ROWCOMBE is a ſmall town, ſituated under the ſouthweſt ridge of Quantock- 
hills,* fourteen miles eaſt from Minehead, ſix from Watchet, ten north from. 
Taunton, and twelve weſt from Bridgwater. It contains at preſent only about ſeventy 
houſes, but in earlier ages it was much more populous, and from the conſequence of 


* Theſe hills give name to a ſmall vill fituated ſoutheaſt from Crowcombe, which at the Conqueſt had the fol- 
lowing deſcription :=—** Robert holds of Alured [de Iſpania] CanTocasz. Aluric held it in the time of King 


Edward, and gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is one carucate and a half, which is held by three 


e yillanes, and there are eight acres of coppict-wood, When he received it, it was worth twenty ſhillings, now 
* twenty-five ſhillings,” Lib. Domeſday. | 


Vol. III. Uuu ; its 
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its poſſeſſors enjoyed many capital privileges. It was incorporated by the name of a 


"borough; and is ſtill governed by a portreeve, who has the ſuperviſion of bread and 


beer, and is annually choſen at the court-leet held at Michaelmas by the lord of the bo- 
rough. As early as the reign of Henry III. it had a market, which at firſt was kept 
on the Friday, but afterwards on Mondays, and a fair for three days, viz. Oct. 31, and 
Nov. 1 and 2; but the market has been dropt for many years, and only the firſt of the 
fairs is ſtill continued. At the entrance of the borough ſtands a croſs, which is pre- 
ſerved and repaired by the inhabitants, : 


The pariſh contains about three thouſand five hundred acres of land, great part of 
which is unincloſed and uncultivated. It is watered by ſprings iſſuing from the hills 


in the upper part of the pariſh, which, collecting themſelves into a rivulet, run at about 


ſeven miles diſtance into the ſea: one of theſe ſprings near the court-houſe has been 
obſerved to ebb and flow at regular and equal periods with the ſea, although ſo remote 
from it, and ſeveral hundred feet above its level. The lands in the incloſed part of the 
pariſh are in general a good ſtrong and fertile ſoil, and nearly half in tillage. In the 
ſides of the hills ſome veins of copper have been diſcovered, but have hitherto yielded 


little advantage. The ore is of a pale kind, inferior to the Corniſh, and ſeems to con- 
tain a large mixture of pyrites. 


A hamlet called LARTORD, half a mile weſtward, contains five houſes; and the ſame 
number is included in that of FLexeoor, a mile towards. the ſouth. Beſides which there 


are the ancient vills of LEIOH, WATER, TRIScOMBRE, &c. where are eſtates held of the 
manor of Crowcombe, 


Some few years before the invaſion of this country by the Normans, Gueda wife of 
Godwin earl of Kent, in expiation of her huſband's treacherous abuſes of divers mona- 
ſtick inſtitutions, beſtowed this manor on the church-of St. Swithin at Wincheſter in 


pure and perpetual alms; but amongſt other depredations which took place at the 


coming in of the Conqueror, this manor was ſeized, and fell a ſacrifice to private pro- 
perty, King William preſenting it to his favourite the Earl of Morton. In the record 
of that age the particulars of this poſſeſſion. are thus notified: 


ee Robert holds of the Earl, CRawtecumse. The church of St. Swithin of Win- 
te cheſter held it in the time of King Edward. There are ten hides; but it was aſſeſſed 
ce only at four hides. The arable is twelve carucates. Thereof is in demeſne one 
ce hide, and there are three carucates, and fix ſervants, and thirty-one villanes, and ten 
ce cottagers, with ten ploughs. There are eleven acres of meadow, and twenty acres 


* of wood. Paſture one mile long, and half a mile broad. It was and is worth 
e eight pounds.“ N 


This Robert, who held the ſaid manor of the Earl of Morton, was ſurnamed d 
Conſtalulo, being one of the chief officers in Normandy previous to the expedition 
into England: his ſon's name was alſo Robert, who was poſſeſſed of Crowcombe in 
the beginning of the reign of Henry I. and was ſucceeded by Simon, who, in com- 
memoration of his paternal deſcent, called himſelf Fitz-Robert, and 5 Stephen paid a 


. fine to the King to have livery of the lands of Wimond de Crocumbe, whoſe daughter 


* Lib. Domeſday. 


he 


—— ———— — 22 
212 * wy... 


Freemannors.)] CROWCOMBE, 515 


he had married.* 4 Henry II, he paid another fine to have juſtice againft Reginald 
Heirun, his wife's ſiſter's huſband;? and 12 Henry II. is certified to hold one knight's fee 
of Robert de Beauchamp.* The ſaid Simon Fitz- Robert having no iſſue, all his lands 
in Crowcombe were at his death divided between his two brothers Ralph and Godfrey, 
which laſt, conforming to the faſhion of the times, aſſumed the name of de Crocombe, 
and was one of the moſt conſiderable men of his time. The firſt mention that occurs of 
him is 6 Joh. when he had a grant of the manor of Edſton in Warwickſhire. 16th 
of the ſame reign he was at the memorable agreement of Runnimede, and was with 
other great men of the kingdom ſworn to the obſervance of the peace agreed to, and 
to ſupport the authority of the twenty-five perſons at that time appointed to have the 
management of the kingdom. In the ſame reign, and in that of Henry III. he was 
ſent on ſeveral important embaſſies to the court of Rome. 17 Henry III. he was 
entruſted by the King to apprehend Hubert de Burgh earl of Kent, which he did at the 
head of three hundred men, dragging him to the tower of London out of a chapel near 
Merton, where he had taken ſanctuary. Some time after this, he was, by means of 
| ſome whiſpering flatterers, diſmiſſed the King's court; but in 1245, with others who had 
been diſgraced in like manner, was retaken into favour. How much he was about the 
court appears by the great number of royal charters to cities, towns, and religious houſes, 
to which he is a witneſs. As to his works of-piety, he gave to the nuns of Studley in 
Oxfordſhire, for the health of his own ſoul, and the ſouls of his two wives, Alice and 
Joan, all this his manor or purparty of the manor of Crowcombe; with the advowſon 
of the church of the ſaid manor, and directed the ſame to be applied towards the clothing 
of the nuns. The grant ſets forth, that the prioreſs ſhall hold the ſaid manor of Robert 
de Beauchamp by the ſervice of one knight's fee, as he the ſaid Godfrey had held the 
ſame. This part of the manor of Crowcombe, by reaſon of the above grant, obtained 
the name of Crawcombe-Studley; and continued in the poſſeſſion of the ſaid monaſtery 
till the diſſolution thereof, when King Henry VIII. by letters patent bearing date the 
31ſt year of his reign, granted it among the reſt of the revenues of the nunnery to John 
Croke, father of Sir George Croke, one of the Judges of the court of common-pleas, 
from whom it came to the family of Kingſmill, and is now the property of Robert 
Kingſmill, eſq. 

But the other manor or moiety of the manor of Crowcombe till continued in the 
name of Crocumbe, arid 14 Edw. I. was held by Simon de Crocumbe by the ſervice 
of half a knight's fee. This Simon had three ſons, Simon, Thomas, and Simon;" the 
firſt of whom ſucceeded him, and died ſeized of it 23 Edw. III. without iſſue; where- 
upon, by virtue of a ſettlement made in the 21ſt year of that reign, Iſolda the daughter 
of Simon his youngeſt brother came to the poſſeſſion hereof. This Iſolda ſoon after 
married John Biccombe, of Biccombe or Bickham in this county, who 27 Edw. III. 

held his firſt court for this moiety of the manor, which was from him called-Crowcombe- 


Rot. Pip. 5 Steph, Rot. Pip. 4 Hen. II. * Lib. Nig. Scac. i. 100, 
* Dugd. Bar. i. 697. * Mon. Angl. i. 487. 
This Simon had his refidence at LEICA in this pariſh, as appears from a licence from the Biltop of the dio- 


ceſe for a chaplain to perform divine ſervice in the oratory belonging to his manſion there. 
Excerpt, e Regift. Wellen. 


Uuu2 Bictbam. 
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Bickbam. He was ſucceeded by Richard his ſon and heir, and he by another Richard, 
who by Margaret his wife had iſſue Hugh Biccombe, who died 38 Henry VI. ſeized of 
a moiety of the manor of Crowcombe, with other eſtates in this county, leaving Robert 
his ſon and heir. Which Robert 6 Henry VIII. made a grant of his moiety of the 
church-houſe here (the prioreſs of Studley at the ſame time giving up her other moiety) 
towards the repairs of the pariſh-church of Crowcombe. He died 15 Henry VIII. 
leaving iſſue by Imayn his wife, daughter of Patrick Matthue, Richard Biccombe his 
fon and heir. Which Richard by Joan his wife had iſſue Hugh, who by Elizabeth his 
wife had two daughters, Elizabeth and Maud, upon the firſt of whom he 3 and 4 Phil. 

and Mary, ſettled this eſtate on her marriage with Thomas Carew, of Camerton, eſq. 

Since which time the ſaid manor of Crowcombe-Bickham has uninterruptedly con- 
tinued in the Carew family, and is now in the poſſeſſion of James Bernard, eſq; who 
married Elizabeth the only ſurviving iſſue of the late Thomas Carew, eſq; the founder 

of the preſent manor-houſe, called Crowcombe-Court, King James I. by letters patent 
granted to Sir John Carew, knt. a free-warren, and liberty to make a warren and park 


at Crowcombe, which e ſtill continues, and is laid out in elegant plantations and 
Pleaſant walks. 


The advowſon of Crowcombe, which, as before has been obſerved, was given by Sir 
Godfrey de Crowcombe to the nuns of Studley, was valued in 1292 at ſix marks. It 
has ever ſince been appendant to the manor of Crowcombe-Studley, and is now veſted 


in Robert Kingſmill, eſq. The benefice is rectorial, in the deanery of Bridgwater; the 
Rev. Dr. Alleyne Walter is the prefent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to the Holy Ghoſt, ſtands at the eaſt end of the 
borough, It is an ancient regular fabrick of hewn ſtone, 84 feet in length, and 33 in 
breadth, compoſed of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ailes, all covered with tile. At 
the weſt end is an embattled quadrangular tower, in which are a clock and five bells. 
On this tower there formerly ſtood an octagonal ſpire, which, on the 21ſt of December 
A. D. 1725, was beat down by lightning. In this church are ſome of the moſt ancient 
regular carved ſeats in England, having been erected in the year 1534. The ſouth aile 
is called Sir Godfrey Crowcombe's aile. The north aile was rebuilt and the vault in it 
made by Thomas Carew, eſq; A. D. 1655; and in it there are two elegant monuments 
of various kinds of marble, to the Carew family. On the firſt is this inſcription: 


« Here lye ſeveral of the ancient Houſe of Carew, deſcended from Neſta daughter of 
REES Prince of South-Wales, by whom came the barony and caſtle of Carew, which 
gave the name to the family, Thomas Carew, great-grandſon of Sir William Carew, 
of Bury, (created a kn* banneret by K. Henry 7) having married Elizabeth daughter 
of Hugh Biccombe, lord of the manor of Crowcombe-Biccombe, was the firſt of the 
family who ſettled here 1553. She' was buried May 11th, 1 598; he Oct. 1, 1604. 
Sir John Carew, knight, their ſon, married Elizabeth daughter of Thomas Southcot, of 
Indehoe. She was buried here 1633; he in Carew church 1637. Thomas Carew, 
their eldeſt ſon, married Margery daughter of Sir John Windham, of Orchard, knt. 
She was buried Nov. 7, 1660; he Dec. 3, 1662. Elizabeth Carey their daughter died 


i Tazat, Spiritual, 


Dec. 10, 
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Dec.“ 10, 1668; ſhe gave to the poor of this pariſh and Stodely in Devon 400l. now 
laid out in lands in Biſhop-Lydeard. John Carew their eldeſt ſon was buried Jan. 3, 
1684. His only ſon, by Catharine daughter of Zouch Tate, dying under age, was 
ſucceeded by Thomas Carew, of Camerton, his uncle, to whom his eldeſt ſon Thomas 
Carew (by Mary daughter of Thomas Heatley) ſucceeded, who, by Elizabeth daughter 
of John Sandford, was the father of the erector of this monument.” On this monument 
are the arms of Carew, Or, — lions paſlant | in pale ſable, with thoſe of their ſeveral 
imermarriages. 


The ſecond monument is very elegant, being of the pureſt white marble, with a 
black flat obeliſk at the back; on the tablet is this inſcription: 


« Thomas Carew, eſq; eldeſt ſon of Thomas Carew, of Camerton, eſq; by Elizabeth 
daughter of John Sanford, ef Ninehead, eſq; was buried here March 24, 1766, aged 64. 
A true patriot, he ſerved his country many years in parliament with integrity, and 
aſſerted its real intereſt with ability. He built the family ſeat here, and gave an eſtate 
at Cove in the pariſh of Tiverton in fee to ſupport a charity- ſchool ip this pariſh. His 
firſt wife was Mary daughter of Francis Drewe, of Grange, efq; an excellent woman, 
by whom he had three daughters, Mary, Elizabeth, and Anne. She died May 25, 1738, 
aged 36. Mary died unmarried. Elizabeth is the wife of James Bernard, of the 
Middle-Temple, eſq; and Anne died an infant. His ſecond wife Mary, ſiſter of John 
Horne, eſq; late governor of Bombay, by whom he had no iſſue, was buried here 
July 22, 1757. Mrs. Mary Carew, whoſe goodneſs of heart, added to her many other 
virtues, gained her the eſteem of all that knew her, having ordered this marble to be 
placed here to preſerve the memory of her much-honoured parents, died Jan. 16, 
1774, in the fifty-firſt year of her age, greatly lamented, eſpecially by the poor, to 
whom ſhe was very liberal.” 


On the north ſide of the chancel is a neat mural monument of marble, inſcribed to 
the memory of the Ray. John Farthing, L. L. B. rector of this pariſh, and vicar of 
Stogumber and Bicknoller, who died Oct. 16, 1696; and ſeveral of his family. And 
near it is another marble monument to the Rev. Henry Lockit, M. A. rector of this 
pariſh and of Clatworthy, and prebendary of Wells, who died Dec. 21, 1778, aged 73. 


In the church-yard is an ancient mutilated ſtone croſs. 


There are three charity-ſchools in this pariſh, One was endowed as aforeſaid by 
Thomas Carew, eſq; who gave an eſtate at Cove in Devonſhire, of the yearly value of 
Jol. for the clothing and teaching fifteen poor children. The other two {chools were 

endowed by Mrs. Elizabeth Carew. 


T he births in this pariſh are nine, the burials fu, annually, 
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Very ſmall pariſh ten miles weſt from Bridgwater, and fourteen northweſt from 

Taunton, containing thirteen houſes, and about fourſcore inhabitants, the dwel- 

lings being ſo rare that moſt of them are thickly crowded with inhabitants. It is 
pleaſantly ſituated in a woody level under the northern ridge of that lofty part pf 

Quantock, which is called Dow/horough- Hill, from the ancient intrenchment of Dow/- 


borcugh, or OOO, * overlooking a large tract of land, . bay, and 
the coaſt of Wales. 


At the time of the Conqueſt this little village was a part of Alured de Iſpania's 
manor of Stringſton; which manor in the time of Henry II. came into the poſſeſſion 
of Adam de Cunteville by his marriage with the "daughter and heireſs of Ranulph de 
Stringſton, the owner and inhabitant of that townſhip. This Adam, who had his ſur- 
name from the ſeignory of Conteville in the dutchy of Normandy, by his ſaid wife had 
iſſue two ſons William and Hugh, of whom William de Cunteville, being by his father 


ſettled at Dodington, then written Dodeton, aſſumed that title, which contmucd in his 
deſcendants ever after. 


William, eldeſt ſon of this William, married Agnes 8 of Simon Portbrief, 
and was father of Roger de Dodeton, lord of the manor of Dodington 14 Edw. I. con- 
temporary with whom were Simon and Thomas, perhaps brothers. This Roger was 
ſucceeded by his ſon William, who died 35 Edw. I. and left iſſue Philip, who died 
18 Edw. III. having for his heir and ſucceſſor Thomas de Dodeton, who died before 
36 Edw. III. having married Maud, daughter and coheir of Stephen Laundey and 
Cecilia his wife, daughter and heir of Cecilia wife of Sir Edward Burnel, knt. and ſiſter 
and coheir of Sir Thomas Trivet, of Durborough. By the ſaid Maud he had iſſue 
another Thomas, who by his firſt wife Beatrice, daughter of John Buckler, was father 
of John Dodington, of Dodington; and by his ſecond wife Jon, daughter and heir of 
Thomas Gapphey, of Gapphey in the pariſh of Meare, had Philip Dodington, anceſtor 
to the Dodingtons of Gapphey, as alſo to Sir William Dodington, of Bremer in the 


county of Southampton, Ent. in the time of Charles I. 


John Dodington, of Dodington, eldeſt ſon of Thomas 3 married 
Mary daughter of John Pain, and had iſſue another John, who was living 2 Ric. III. 
and married Elizabeth daughter of Oliver Hywiſh, by whom he had Richard Dodington, 
of Dodington.“ Which Richard married Margaret daughter and heir of John Lyte, 
and was father of John Dodington, of Dodington, Richard, and Giles.“ 


John, the eldeſt fon, was twice married; by his firſt wife Thomaſine, daughter of 


Thomas Duland, he had iſſue George Dodington, who ſucceeded him in the eſtate of 


Dodington, and died in 1617; he married Catherine daughter of Robert Walſh, eſq; 
by whom he had iflue ſeveral children. John the eldeſt was of Dodington, and by 


Catherine his wife was father of Sir Francis Dodington, knt., Which Sir Francis 


* See vol. i, P. 162. * Ibid, Ms. Palmer, * Coles Eſe. Ex Stemmate, - 
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6 Charles I. was ſheriff of Somerſet. On the breaking out of the civil wars, he was 
the firſt that executed the King's commiſſion of array in this county; after which he 
joined himſelf to the Earl of Hertford, and ſerved as a colonel in the weſtern army 
with ſuch zeal and fidelity, that he was by name excepted in the treaty of Uxbridge, 
and all other treaties that were afterwards entered into by the parliament with the King. 
Upon the deſtruction of the royal party he fled into France, and there maintained him- 
ſelf ſeveral years by ſelling Engliſh knives and buckles ; till at laſt a French widow took 
—_— on him, and married him, and by her he had two ſons, both bred up in the 
ch army.* His firſt wife was Anne daughter and heir of Sir William Hoby, and 
relict of John Sydenham, eſq; by whom he had John his ſon and heir, who married 
Heſter daughter of Sir Peter Temple, bart. and died in 1663, in his father's life-time, 
After the Reſtoration, Sir Francis Dodington lived privately at Dodington; and though 
his eſtate had been greatly waſted by what he did in the civil war, yet he could never be 
prevailed upon to aſk any thing of the crown, having engaged himſelf (as he always de- 
clared) on a mere principle of conſcience. John, his ſon above-mentioned, took another 
party, and was ſecretary to Thurlo, ſecretary of ſtate to Oliver Cromwell. He was 
a learned and ingenious man, and tranſlated ſeveral books from the French language, 
among which was the hiſtory of the adminiſtration of Cardinal Richlieu, which he 
dedicated to Thurlo. He left iſſue George, his only ſon, who ſucceeded Sir Francis 
Dodington his grandfather in the eſtate of Dodington. Which George, in the time of 
King William, was ſecretary to the Earl of Oxford, treaſurer of the navy, and in the 
reigns of Queen Anne and Geo. I. was one of the lords commiſſioners of the admi- 
ralty. He died in 1720 without iſſue, leaving this his eſtate to George Bubb, eſq; 
ſon of Mary his ſiſter, and Jeremias Bubb, eſq; who by act of parliament aſſumed 
the name and arms of Dodington. Which George was of Gunvil-Eaſtbury in-the 
county of Dorſet, where his uncle began a moſt magnificent building, and intended it 
for the future ſeat of his family. He was employed by Geo. I. as his envoy and ple- 
nipotentiary in Spain, and was afterwards by the ſame King made one of the lords 
commiſſioners of the treaſury, and repreſented the towns of Bridgwater, Weymouth 
and Melcomb-Regis, in parliament. In 1761 he was created baron of Melcomb- 
Regis, and dying without iſſue the year following, the ſeat and eſtate of Eaſtbury, and 


the manor of Dodington, came by a family ſettlement to Richard earl Temple, who 
is the preſent poſſeſſor of the ſame. 


The ancient arms of Dodington, as they were painted in the windows of the hall of 
the manor-houſe at Dodington, an ancient building near the church, and as they are 
carved over the church door, are, Sable, three bugle-horns argent; but Mr. George 

Do dington changed them to Sable, a ſingle bugle-horn argent. 


The living of Dodington is a rectory in the deanery of Bridgwater. The advowſon 
has always been appendant to the manor; the Rev. John Sealy is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall building, compoſed of a nave, chancel, and chapel on the 
ſouth fide of the chancel, which was the burial-place of * Dodington family. At the 
weſt end is a tower containing four bells. 
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17 c | The births and burials in this little pariſh, on a ſeven years reckoning at the * 
- | ; | following periods, will ſhew the decreaſe of population that has taken place. 
«= 8 TD From 1538 to 1544 incluſive, 33 chriſtenings, 9 burials. 
| af : I ' 1652 — 1658 27 —— 13 
By” : 1776 — 1782 =— 18 
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| 3 . S a ſmall market- town, ſituated in the ſouthweſt angle of the county, fourteen miles 

£8 5 ſouth from Dunſter, and thirteen weſt from Wiveliſcombe. The river Ex divides 
. the pariſh, and in this place the county, from Devonſhire. It conſiſts of two ſtreets, 

which are paved, and have ſmall channels of water running through them; in the 

principal ſtreet is the market-houſe, a good commodious fabrick, and a row of ſham- 

' | | bles for the butchers. The market is on Saturday; and there are two fairs, held 

| | July 10, and Nov. 8. The poor inhabitants have the rents and tolls of the market 

diſtributed among them annually, and are principally occupied in the manufacture of 

| coarſe woollen cloths and blanketings, and in huſbandry. 


The ſituation of this town is very much like that of the city of Bath, except that 
the valley wherein it ſtands is much ſmaller, and the hills riſe round it with a much 
- „ ſteeper aſcent, and have more wood on their acclivities. The valley is deep and narrow, 
. | | and watered by the river Barle, which, riſing in the foreſt of Exmoor weſtward, paſſes 

3 {4 oe | | through the town under a ſtone bridge of five arches, and mingles with the Ex near 
r | | Bruſhford. The Ex runs about a mile eaſtward of the town, under a ſtone bridge, 
r | | called Hele-Bridge, on the turnpike-road to Dunſter. From this bridge there is a fine 
(MH romantick proſpect to the north, up a beautiful narrow dale, incloſed with high moun- 
W 5 | tains, the ſides of which are veſted with noble woods, a rock here and there raiſing its 


„ : head amongſt them ſeveral hundred feet from the level of the river. Both the Ex and 

1 '\ . Ex Barle are broad ſhallow ſtreams, clear and rapid, flowing over a rough, rocky bed, and 

ws, | "13 | forming in their courſe a continual ſucceſſion of water-falls. To the ſouth and weſt a 
| > lj | fine concave range of hill riſes near 600 feet, almoſt perpendicularly from the town, 
covered with wood from top to bottom: the lower part of -it is interſperſed with 


n cottages built up its ſlope, which, ſtanding ſingly among the trees, have a pictureſque 
* | . appearance. To the north and eaſt is another hill of equal altitude, called Mount- 
ö Haenbam. This hill is finely cultivated, and part of the town ſtands on the ſkirts of 


| 5 | its declivity. The only avenues are to the northeaſt and ſouthweſt, through which 
þ | the roads lie a little above the river, and afford proſpects extemely beautiful and ro- 
. mantick. 


We learn from the records of antiquity, that this town was occupied by the Welt- 
5 : + Saxon kings, and it was ſtill in the poſſeſſion of the crown, when the Norman ſurvey 
I | = was Compoſed: 
| wt a «c The 
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« The King holds DulvxRTuxk. Earl Harold held it in the time of King Edward, 
e and gelded for two hides and a half. The arable is eleven carucates. One hide 
ce thereof is in demeſne, and there are two carucates, and fix ſervants, and ſeventeen 
ce villanes, and fix cottagers, with three ploughs and a half. There are three acres of 
cc meadow. Paſture one mile long, and half a mile broad, and as much of wood. It 
te renders eleven pounds and ten ſhillings of white money. 


te To this manor are added two hides of land wanting half a furlong. Twelve thanes 
te held it in the time of King Edward. The arable is ten carucates. There are eight 
ce villanes, with four ploughs and a half, and three acres of meadow, and paſture half a 
ce mile long, and four furlongs broad. Wood one mile long, and half a mile broad. 
ce It is worth ſixty-four ſhillings and two-pence. 


e From this manor is taken a cuſtom from Bx1ctrord, Earl Morton's manor; that 


« js, twenty-four ſheep per annum, which were paid there in the time of HS Edward. . 
ce Malger withholds it by the Earl's dire&tion.””* 


It continued in the crown till the 23d year of the reign of Edw. I. when that King 
granted the manor and hundred of Dulverton, being then exempt from all other juriſ- 
diction, to Thomas de Pyne and Hawiſe his wife, reverſionary after their deaths to 
the crown. Which Hawiſe, after the death of her ſaid huſband, married ſecondly 
Nicholas de Bonvile, a baron of conſiderable power in thoſe days, who, with the King's 
conſent, gave all his ſhare in this manor to the monks of Taunton. A ſimilar donation 
was made in the 11th year of Edw. III. by William de Montacute earl of Saliſbury. 
By which two grants the religious of the priory of Taunton became poſſeſſed of the 
whole town, manor, and hundred of Dulverton, with all its rights, members, and apper- 
tenances, and held the ſame till their diſſolution in the time of Henry VIII. It then 
reverted to the crown, and there remained till 3 and 4 Phil. and Mary, when it was 
granted to William Babington, eſq; to be held in capite by knight's ſervice. Which 
William Babington 9 Eliz. ſold the manor, with its appertenances, and divers lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments, in Dulverton and other places, to John Sydenham, Ion 
anceſtor to St. Barbe Sydenham, eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor. 


Of this family notice has been already taken; but it will be neceſſary in this place to _ 
retrace their deſcent in a ſomewhat different point of view. 


* This family is denominated from a place near Bridgwater, which was their an- 
cient ſeat; the firſt of them was Robert de Sydenham, lord of Sydenham. His ſon 
John de Sydenham lived 9 Henry III. and married the heir of Kitsford in this 
county, by whom he had two ſons, William de Sydenham, and Richard. William 
married Joan daughter of William de Gothayte, and had iſſue, 1.,Roger, of whom 
afterwards; 2, Simon; 3. William, who had no iſſue. Simon de Sydenham, of Ba- 
dialton, had by Marſilla his wife, daughter of John Hillary, of Badialton, Simon de 
Sydenham, Margery married to John de Radyngton, and Chriſtiana, Roger de 
Sydenham was of Sydenham and Kitsford 5 Edw. III. and had two ſons, John and 
Richard. John de Sydenham, the eldeſt ſon, married Mary daughter and heir of John 
Peekſtone, of Feen (vugo Pixton) in Dulverton, and had iſſue two ſons, John de 

* Lib. Domeſday, | 
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Sydenham, who had a ſon John, both living 1341, when he made his will; Hugh; and 
a daughter married to John Carru, by whom ſhe had a ſon John. Hugh de Sydenham 
(the ſecond fon of John) lived in Richard IId's time, and had his mother's eſtate in 
Dulverton; and married Joan the heir of William Polleſwell, or de Pouleſhill, of that 
place in this county, He had a daughter Alice, married to Roger Bolter, of Bolter's- 
Combe, whoſe heir was married to- Duke, of Otterton in Devon, and a ſon Robert 
de Sydenham, who married Alice, coheir of Roger Helyer lord of Choburgle. Robert 
left two ſons, Robert, the father of another Robert, who died without iſſue 15 Hen. VI. 

and John Sydenham, of Indecote, who married Agnes, coheir of Choboroughe, or 
Chubworth, by whom. he had two ſons called John; John, the elder marrying the heir- 
els of Collyn, of Culmſtock in Devonſhire, removed from Badialton thither. The 
younger John, and Alianor his wife, had an annuity out of the manor of Treborough 
13Edw. IV. John the elder left iſſue Edward; Thomas, a lawyer of the Temple; and 
John, rector of Bruſhford in this county. Edward Sydenham, eſq; marrying Joan 
daughter and heir of Walter Combe, of Combe, removed thither, and had iſſue by her 
John, and George Sydenham of Exon, from whom was deſcended Roger Sydenham, 
of Leigh in the pariſh of Skilgate, who, marrying a ſiſter of the famous Dr. Thomas 
Sydenham, left iſſue Roger Sydenham, eſq; who by Anne, one of the daughters and co- 
heirs of Sir Humphry Sydenham, of Chelworthy, knt. had three ſons, John-Roger, 
Philip, and Thomas, who died unmarried; and four daughters. Philip Sydenham, eſq; 


had by Sarah, eldeſt daughter and coheir of John Whitlock, eſq; nine ſons and two 
daughters. 


ce John Sydenham, of Combe, eſq; (eldeſt ſon of Edward aforeſaid) married Elizabeth 
daughter and coheir of John Frank, of Aller-Butler, and had iſſue two ſons and three 
daughters, viz. John; Thomas Sydenham of Sterte, (who, by Radigunde Glaſs, had 
iſſue two ſons, John and Thomas;) Dorothy, married to William Huyſh, of Dounſcade; 


Radigove; and Elizabeth, married to Humphry Cruſe, This John Sydenham died 
in 1561, 


« John Sydenham, eſq; his ſon and heir, married two wives, 1. Elizabeth daughter of 
Sir Hugh Pollard, by whom he had a daughter that died young; 2. Mary, daughter of 
Nicholas Aſhford, of Aſhford in Devon, eſq; by whom he had ſix ſons; 1. Nicholas, 
who died young; 2. Humphry, that ſucceeded his father; 3. Amos; 4. John, who 
died young; 5. Thomas; 6. George, (who married in 1593 Abignell. daughter of 
——- Samford, of Ninehead) and eight daughters, 1. Agnes; 2. Jane; 3. Margaret, 
married to William Champneys 1587; 4. Elizabeth; 5. Joan, who died unmarried; 
6. Anne; 7. Urſula, who died unmarried 1643; 8. Suſan, who married Martin Sam- 
ford, of Ninchead. This John Sydenham died in 1580. 


„ Humphry Sydenham, of Combe, eſq; married two wives, iſt. Jane, ankles of 

John Champneys, of Yarnſcombe, eſq; by whom he had ſeven ſons, and two daughters; 

1. John, who ſucceeded him; 2. Roger Sydenham, of the Middle-Temple, who married 

Joan, widow of Catford; 3. Richard; 4. William, who both died young; 5. 

Humphry, whb continued the family; 6. William, who married Margaret daughter of 

— Cudmore, and died 1669, without 1 e. 7. Hugh, died a bachelor; Mary, died 
| ynmarried; 
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unmarried; and Penelope, married to Henry Walrond, of Bradfield in Devonſhire, eſq. 
2dly. Jane, widow of —— Godolphin, of Treveneigh in TIE eſq; by whom he 
had three ſons, George, Gavregan, and Nicholas. 

ce John, eldeſt ſon and heir, married Margery daughter of Sir Anthony Poulet, and 
ſiſter of John the firſt Lord Poulet, of Hinton St. George, by whom he had three ſons 
and four daughters; John, Henry, and John, who all died unmarried; Anne, married 


to Capt. Thomas Tylleſley, governor of Surinam in the Weſt-Indies; Margaret, war- 


ried to Thomas Slater, of Curry-Mallet, clerk; Suſan, married to Major George 
Sydenham, brother of Sir John Sydenham, of Brimpton, bart. and Elizabeth, married 
to Thomas Colford, of Broomfield. 


« Humphry, fifth ſon of Humphry Sydenham aforementioned, was for his eloquence 
ſtiled the Silver- tongue Sydenham, and was rector of Puckington and Odcombe.. He 
married Mary daughter of William Cox, of Crewkerne, and had two ſons, Humphry, 
who ſucceeded to the eſtate; Edward, who died young 1 637; and one 4 Anne, 
married to Francis Thomas, a lawyer. 


« Humphry Sydenham, of Combe, efq; married Jane daughter and coheir of Sir 
William Pole, of Shute, knt. eldeft fon of Sir John Pole, bart. by whom he had three 
ſons, and one daughter; 1. William Sydenham, eſq; who died unmarried; 2. Humphry, 
who ſucceeded; 3. John Sydenham, of Dulverton, eſqʒ who married two wives, 1. 
Margaret daughter of William Butler, of Oldacres in Durham, eſq. 2. Margaret 
daughter of Galard. Jane, the daughter, married John Williams, eldeſt fon of 
John Williams, of Herringſton in Dorſet, eſq. 


« Humphry Sydenham aforeſaid married two wives, 1. Elizabeth, daughter of George 
Peppin, of Dulverton, by whom he had three ſons and three daughters; 1. Humphry ; 
2, George; 3- Philip, who died young; Elizabeth and Jane, who died young; 
another Elizabeth married Laurence Jackſon, B. D. of Ardleigh in Eſſex : and 2dly, 
Katherine, daughter of William Floyer of Berne in Dorſet, <q; by whom he had a fon 
called Floyer. This Humphry died 1710. 


« Humphry, his eldeſt ſon and heir, married Grace daughter of Richard Hill, of 
Priory in Devonſhire, eſq; deſcended of the family of Hills-court in Salop, by whom he 
had a ſon, St. Barbe, the preſent St. Barbe Sydenham, eſq; who married Ellery daughter 
of Sydenham Williams, of Herringſton in the county of Dorſet, eſq; and has one only 
daughter, Catherine, married to Lewis Tregonwell, of Anderſtone, eſq; the only one 
remaining of the Tregonwells of Milton-abbey in the county of Dorſer. 


The arms of Sydenham of Combe are, Argent, three rams ſable; thoſe of Kittisford, 
Argent, a bend fuſilly ſable. 


The family ſeat is at Combe, a noble ancient pile, fituated a mile fouthward from 
the town of Dulyerton, 


Half a mile to the ſoutheaſt is P1xTON, a pleaſant ſeat of Lady Acland. This place 


is of ſome antiquity, being anciently called Pote/done, and held in the time of William 
the n by Roger de Curcelle: 

» Baronetage. ; | 
* 1 « Roger 


* 
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te Roger himſelf holds PorEsboxx. Brictric held it in the time of King Edward, 
< and gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is two carucates, and there are twenty - 
cc acres of paſture, and three acres of wood. It was and is worth thirty-pence.”* 


Its ſubſequent owners were denominated de Pixton. 


At the diſtance of half a mile north is HoLLam, anciently called Holme; an eſtate 


belonging in the Conqueror's time to Roger de Curcelle abovementioned, and held of 
him by one William: 


e William holds of Roger, Hor uz. Godric held it in the time of King Edward, 
tc and gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is two carucates and a half. There 
cc are three villanes, and four cottagers, with one plough and a half, and half an acre of 
& meadow, and thirty acres of paſture, and fourteen acres of coppice-wood. It is worth 
ce ſix ſhillings.” 

It is now the ſeat of John Beague, eſq. ; 


. Eaſtward from Dulverton is the hamlet of HeaLz, which with Stert, and other 
little vills in this vicinity, belonged 23 Eliz, to Humphry Sydenham, eſq. 
Near the church is a ſeat of Arſcot Bickford Peppin, eſq. 


The church of Dulverton was appropriated to the prior and convent of Taunton, 
and was valued in 1292 at thirteen marks, and the prior had a particular annual penſion 
out of it of four marks and a half.* The living is a vicarage in the deanery of Dunſter, 


and now in the gift of the Dean and Chapter of Wells. The Rev. Thomas Cole is 
the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which according to Ecton is Aaken to All-Saints, but according to 


others to the Holy Trinity, is a neat Gothick ſtructure, compoſed of a nave, chancel, 


and two fide ailes. At the weſt end is an embattled tower ſixty feet high, with a ſmall 
turret at one corner, and containing a clock and five bells. The or bell Was 
brought from Barlinch priory. 


In the ſouth aile is an elegant mural monument of white marble, inſcribed to the 
memory of Humphry Sydenham, eſq; © whoſe leaſt honour was his deſcent from an 
ancient and worthy family.” He died Aug. 12, 1757. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are yearly 20, the burials 18. 
„Lib. Domeſday. „Ie. Tut. Spiritual. 


ELWORTHY, 
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E LO F. 
Anciently Saldbon da, or the OLp-VirLtacs, 


IEs in a woody romantick ſpot, twelve miles northweſt from Taunton, and ten 
ſoutheaſt from Dunſter. The face of its environs is irregularly diſſected; the 
vallies deep and gloomy, ang the roads rough, narrow, and overhung with hedges. On 
the banks grow the wild ſtrawberry and raſberry, with a variety of ferns and moſſes, and 
on the high grounds the whortleberry in great abundance. Part of Brendon-hill is 
within the pariſh, and its turf ſupplies the poor with fuel; on its ſummit is a ſpring 
riſing in a boggy ſoil, ſurrounded by willows, which, according to vulgar report, is un- 
fathomable. Eaſtward is a lofty ſmooth knowl, called from an adjoining hamlet Willet- 
Hill, on the top of which ſtands the ſhell of an hexagonal embattled tower, eighty feet 
in height, erected a few years ſince at the expence of the neighbouring gentry, and is a 
fine object to the country many miles round. 


The manors of ELwozxTay and WiLLET were given by William the Conqueror | to 
Sir William de Mohun, and are thus deſcribed: 


« Dudiman holds ELwR DR of William. Dunne held it in the time of King Edward, 
ec and gelded for four hides. The arable is five carucates. In demeſne are two caru- 
te cates, and two ſervants, and nine villanes, and eight cottagers, with three ploughs. 
<« There is a mill of four ſhillings rent, and one acre and a half of meadow, and one 
© hundred and twenty acres of paſture, and fifty acres of wood. It was formerly worth 


cc twenty ſhillings, now forty ſhillings. Of this hide the Kg holds one yardland be- 
© longing to his manor of Welletune. 


. « Dudeman holds of William, W1LLzT. Dunne held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for half a hide. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne is one caru- 
ce cate, with one ſervant, and nine villanes, and fix cottagers, with three ploughs. 
cc There is a mill unrated, and three acres of meadow, and fifty acres of paſture, and 
ce forty acres of wood. It was formerly worth ten ſhillings, now twenty ſhillings.”* 


Among the great men of the county that held lands under Sir William de Mohun, 
lord of Dunſter-caſtle 12 Henry II. was William de Elworthe, who held four knights 
fees of that honour,” John de Elworthe, a deſcendant probably of this William, in the 
time of Edw, I. bore on his ſeal three chevronels.“ 14 Edw. I. Thomas de Tymme- 
worth held one knight's fee in Elworthy, and Richard de la Pleſhe another fee of the 
ſaid Thomas in Willet, both which 26 Edw. I. were poſſeſſed by James de Torte.“ 
4 Edw. III. the manors of Elworthy and Willet were held by Walter Meriet of John 
de Mohun.* 28 Henry VI. Sir William Palton died ſeized of Elworthy, and the next 
year we find it in the poſſeſſion of Sir Thomas Beaumont, knt. who was ſucceeded in 
it by William his ſon and heir.” The ſucceſſor of this William was Philip Beaumont, 
eſq; who at his death 13 Edw: IV. held the manors of Elworthy and Willet, with divers 


* Lib. Domeſday, Lib. Nig. Scac. i, 91. © Seals from ancient Deeds, 
: * Perambulat. Foreſt, de Exmore. * Lib, Feod. R,. 
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others in this county; the greater part of which deſcended to Henry Beaumont, who 
2 Edw. VI. is found ſeized of this manor, with Willet and Plaiſh, holding the ſame of 
John Luttrell as of his caſtle of Dunſter. 16 Eliz. Humphry Beaumont was lord of 
this manor, Henry Beaumont being his ſon and heir. The preſent poſſeſſor of this 
manor is the Rev. Bickham Eſcot, of Hartrow, who is alſo patron of the living, which 
is a rectory in the deanery of Dunſter, valued in 1292 at fix marks and a half. The 
Rev. Samuel Willis is the preſent incumbent. This church was appropriated to the 
prior and brethren of the hoſpital of St. John of Jeruſalem, at London. 


The church is dedicated to St. Martin; it is a ſmall building of one pace, and at the 
weſt end has an embattled tower, in which hang four bells. 


© Eſc, g d Ibid, 1 Ibid, * Taxat. Spiritual. 


E X T O N. 


HE village of Exton ſtands five miles northweſt from Dulverton, on a hill over- 
looking the river Ex, from which it derives its name. The outline of hill on 
each ſide the valley, through which that river runs, is bold and pictureſque, in ſome 
places ſwelling out- into huge projections covered with wood, and in others receding 
into hollows intercepted by rocks, or ſtriped with quick hedges, incloſing paſture and 
arable fields. The road from this place to Winsford is extremely romantick, and, 
although the diſtance is only two miles, preſents a moſt rapid ſucceſſion of beautiful 
ſcenery. . The pariſh contains thirty houſes, moſt of which ſtand round the church; 
but ſome compoſe a ſmall hamlet called BRIDOE-Towx, ſituated on the banks of. 
the river. 


This manor was given by King William the Conqueror to Getkey Biſhop of Cou- 
tances, and is thus ſurveyed in Domeſday-book : 


te The ſame Biſhop holds EsszTuns, and Drogo of him. Eduin held it in the time 
« of King Edward, and gelded for three hides and one furlong. The arable is twelve 
« carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, and ſix ſervants, and twenty villanes, and 
« thirteen cottagers, with ſeven ploughs. There are eight acres of meadow, and ſixty 
« acres of wood. Paſture one mile long, and as much broad. It is worth fix pounds. 


<« Of this ſame land three virgates belonged to Nettlecombe, the King's manor in the 


— time of King Edward. "On 


In the time of Ric. I. Exton was the poſſeſſion of William de Wrotham, whoſe de- 
ſcendant Richard dying without iſſue 35 Henry III. it was divided between four 
coheireſſes, who were, as before has been mentioned, married into the families of 
Placey, Scoland, Picot, and Bland; the repreſentatives of which families, after holding 
their ſeveral ſhares for a conſiderable ſucceſſion, diſpoſed of them to different hands, 


* Lib. Domeſday, » See page 64 of ts vol, Ec. paſſim. an 
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till at length by various CWP the manor became united, and was ſucceſſively in the 
poſſeſſion of Compton, — 0 8 and Wyndham, and is now the property of 
Mrs. Hole. 


Southward from Exton, and near b is the ancient vill of Bowroxp, 
which at the Conqueſt belonged to Roger de Curcelle, and is thus ſurveyed: 


« William holds of Roger, Bxorozp. Ulwin held it in the time of King Edward, 
te and gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is two carucates. In demeſne is one 


te [carucate,] and four villanes occupying another. There are five acres of wood. It 
ce jg worth ſeven ſhillings, - | 


« William holds of Roger, Baoroxpd. Almar held it in the time of King Edward, 
etc and gelded for one furlong. The arable is half a carucate. There are two cottagers, 
ec and four acres of wood. It is worth twenty-ſix pence.”" 


In the time of Edw. I. it was held by William de Holne.* 


The abbeſs of Wilton had from ws manor an annual penſion of three marks ſix 
ſhillings and eight-pence. 

The living was in 1292 valued at ten marks;* it u a in the deanery of 
Dunſter. The Rev. Thomas Exon is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, dedicated to St. Peter, conſiſts of a nave, chancel, north aile, and tower 
at the weſt end containing four bells. 


On the north ſide of the chancel there is a moral monument to the memory of the 
Rev. William Norris, who died April 26, 1764, aged 89, having been rector of this 
pariſh fifty-one years; and of Anne his wife, who died Aug. 5, 17 . aged 7. 


The chriſtenings are 3, the burials 2, annually. 
Lib. Domeſday. * Perambul. Foteſt. * Archer. © Txat. Spiritual. 


HALSE, anciently called HarsEz-PRIORs. 


HIS pariſh lies in a ſmall ſubdiviſion of the hundred, adjoining to Taunton-Dean, 
being diſtant from the town of Taunton fix miles towards the weſt, It conſiſts 
of fifty houſes, which are ſituated in a flat woody country; the lands whereof are moſtly 
arable, and the foil a ſandy loam in ſome parts, and in others a ſtiff clay. On the north 

| fide of the pariſh is a hamlet, called from its ſituation NoxTHAv. 


The manor of Halſe belonged in ancient times to the hundred of Tan and aid 
ſuit and ſervice to the great ſeignory of the Biſhop of Wincheſter, under which it was 
held in the time of Edward the Confeſtbr, by one Ailmar, a thane of ſome diſtinction. 
King William the Conqueror, in the multitude of his donations to Roger Arundel, one 
of his faithful attendants, included this lordſhip, and had it thus ſurveyed: 


© Roger 
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« Roger Arundel holds of the King, Harsz. Ailmar held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for four hides. The arable is ſeven carucates. In demeſne are 
te two carucates, and three ſervants, and ſixteen villanes, and ſeven cottagers, with three 
* ploughs and a half. There is a mill of ten ſhillings rent, and eight acres of meadow, 
tc and twelve acres of wood, and twenty acres of paſture. When he received it, it was 
ce worth one hundred ſhillings, now fix pounds,” 4% 


By an inquiſition taken 48 Edw. III. it was found that Roger Arundel, a deſcendant 
of the above-mentioned Roger, gave the manor of Halſe to the maſter of the hoſpital 
of St. John of Jeruſalem in England, and to his ſucceſſors, for ever; to the intent that 
with the profits of the ſame the maſter and brethren ſhould find, ſupport, and maintain 

. certain chapel in Halſe, and one chaplain for ever to perform divine ſervice therein.” 
By the ſame record it further appears, that this manor was held in capite of the King, 
as of his manor of Hampſtead-Marſhall, by knight's ſervice.* The maſter and brethren 
of the ſaid hoſpital obtained of the crown a charter for a weekly market to be held on 
this manor, and another of free-warren in all their demeſne lands in Halſe,“ and the 
manor continued in their poſſeſſion till the diſſolution of monaſteries, when 36 Henry 
VIII. the King granted it by his letters patent to Alexander Popham and William 


Halley,” in which laſt family it continued for ſeveral deſcents, and it is now the Py | 
of Mr. Prior. 


Aug. 22, 1335, the benefice of Halſe, being appropriated to the prior and brethren 

of the hoſpital of St. John of Jeruſalem, was certified to be of the yearly value of ten 

pounds.” It is a vicarage in the deanery of Taunton, and in the gift of Sir James 
. Langham, bart. The Rev. Mr. Wykes is the preſent incumbent. | 


The church, which is dedicated to St. James, conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and north 
aile; at the weſt end is an embattled tower, 50 feet high, containing a clock and 5 bells. 
Edward Weſtcombe, of the city of London, merchant, gave to the poor of Halſe, the 
ſum of 2001. which is laid out in an eſtate lying in Common-Down, within this pariſh; 
the yearly profits of the ſaid eſtate to be diſtributed to the poor of the faid pariſh of 
Falſe, by the churchwardens and overſeers, by and with the conſent of the truſtees. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh on an average are 8, the burials 7, annually. 


* Lib. Domeſday. = Inq. ad quod Damn. bid. Cart. 18 Ed. I. n. 80. 
Pat. 36 Hen, VIII. p. 26. Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. 
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N the edge of Exmoor-foreſt, five miles weſt from Dulverton, in a wild pictureſque 
country, ſtands the little village of Hawkridge, conſiſting of fifteen houſes, built 

near the parochial church, which ftands on a lofty hill ſheltered by a few large trees. 
The ſouth ſide of this hill falls very ſteep into a profound narrow vale, watered by a 
rivulet called Duns, or Dines-brook, which, riſing in the foreſt, empties itſelf into the 
Barle, near a bridge of one arch, which parts this pariſh from Dulverton. This bridge 
is called Caſtle- bridge, having not far from it an ancient fortification of the name of 
Mouniſey, or Mounceaux caſtle," a ſpot of great antiquity, and which is recorded at the 
Conqueſt to have been held by Alured de Iſpania, conſiſting of one carucate worth 


fifteen ſhillings;* and afterwards gave name to the family of de Mounceaux, lords of 


the manor of Quarum-Mounceaux, near the village of Winsford. 


The manor of Hawkridge is not mentioned in the general Norman ſurvey. Its 
moſt ancient lords were the Wrothams, from whom it came by a coheireſs in the time 
of Henry III. to the family of de Placetis, or Placey, of which family were Hugh, 
William, and Richard de Placetis, ſucceſſively owners of the village of Hawkridge, 
which was held by grand ſerjeanty of the crown. By a coheireſs of the laſt it became 
the property of Thomas Durant, of Middleſex, whoſe grandaughter Maud conveyed 


the ſame in marriage firſt to Sir Baldwin de Radington, of Radington, knt. and aſter- 


wards to Sir Thomas Wroth, of Enfield, knt. in which laſt family the eſtate and ad- 
vowſon of the church continued for ſeveral deſcents; but 10 Henry VIII. Reginald 


Pym died ſeized of the manors of Hawkridge and Exton, leaving Eraſmus Pym his 


ſon and heir.“ 28 Eliz. it was held by Charles Wyndham z and is now the property 
of Lady Acland. 
To the northweſt of Hawkridge is the hamlet of Asuwav, the manor of which be- 


longs likewiſe to Lady Acland, In the Conqueror's time it was written ASCwEr, and 
is thus recorded: 


« Hugh holds of Roger [de Curcelle] Ascwzr, Aluric held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for half a hide and one furlong, The arable is ſix carucates. 
ce In demeſne is one carucate, and two ſervants, and eleven villanes, and three cottagers, 
te with two ploughs. There is one acre of meadow, and ſixty acres of wood. Paſture 
* one mile long, and half a mile broad. It is worth twenty-five ſhillings.”* _ 


The road from Hawkridge to Dulverton is very romantick and pictureſque, but 
extremely difficult for a ſtranger to explore, being through vaſt coppice-woods of oak 
and beech, which envelope the ſteep ſides of the hills down to the very edges of the 
valley, and preſent ſome of the moſt ſtriking ſcenes that are to be met with in this county. 


The living of Hawkridge is rectorial, in the deanery of Dunſter, and the Rev. Henry 
Churley Manley is the preſent patron and incumbent. In 1292 this living with that 
of Withypool was valued at twelve marks.“ 


There is another old encampment weſtward called Hawkridge-caftle. Lib. Domeſday. 
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of Weſt-Kingſbury, three miles weſtward from Wiveliſcombe, in a valley furrounded 
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The church is a ſmall building of one pace, with a tower at the weſt end containing 
three bells. The arch over the entrance is Saxon. 


In the chancel is a mural monument commemorating the Rev. George Portbury, 


formerly rector of this pariſh, who died Feb. 2, 1692, and George his ſon, likewiſe 
rector here, who died April 18, 1728. 


The annual chriſtenings in this pariſh are 2, the burials 1, on the uſual average. 


HUISH-CHAMPFLOWER. 


HIS village, which had its additional name from the family of Champflower, or 
de Campo-Florido, who ſometime poſſeſſed it, lies on the confines of the hundred 


by lofty hills. 


It was one of thoſe manors which the ee beſtowed _ Roger Arundel, 
as we find it in the general ſurvey : 


ce Roger himſelf holds Hiwis. Ailric held it in the time of King Edward, and 
ce gelded for two hides, and three virgates of land. The arable is twelve carucates. In 
te demeſne are two carucates, and five ſervants, and twenty villanes, and fix cottagers, 
« with ſix ploughs. There is a mill of twelve-pence rent, and twenty acres of meadow, 


te and fixty acres of wood. Paſture one mile long, and half a mile broad. It was 
ce worth when he received it ſix pounds, now ſeven pounds.“ 


The family of Champflower held this manor and that of Wick near Pe of 
the Mohuns lords of Dunſter-caſtle, by knights' ſervice. It continued in this name for 
ſeveral ſucceſſive reigns, till in the time of Ric, III. it became veſted in the family of 
Verney.* In the time of Edw. III. the family of le Waleſh or Walſhe, of Atherſton, 
had a concern here, of whom were John le Walſhe 7 Edw. III. and Nicholas le 
Walyſhe 13 Edw. III.“ 2 Edw. VI. the manor of Huiſh-Champflower/with its ap- 
pertenances, and eight meſſuages, eight gardens, two hundred acres of arable land, thirty- 


four acres of meadow, eighty acres of paſture, eighty acres of alder-wood, forty of furze 


and heath, and 28s. 63d. rent, was fold by John Nethewaye, eſq; to John Norman, 
clerk.* The manor is now the property of Sir John Trevelyan, bart. 


The church of Huiſh was in 1292 valued at eight marks. It is a rectory in the 


deanery of Dunſter, and in the patronage of the Rev. William Willis, who is the-, 


preſent incumbent. The church conſiſts of a nave, chancel, north aile, and tower at 
the weſt end containing five bells. 6 


On the north wall of the chancel is a marble monument to the Wy of Mary e the 
wife of William Willis, clerk, who died O&t. 16, 1742. 


The church- yard retains the fragments of an ancient croſs. 
Lib. Domeſday. | d Vol. i. p. 218, « Eſc, bd. Licence to alienate. * Taxat. Spiritual. 
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S ſituated five miles eaſt from Watchet, and fourteen weſt from Bridgwater, in a 
ſmall valley under the northeaſt point of Quantock, which riſes above it in naked 
grandeur, within half a mile of the ſea, The number of houſes in this pariſh 1s 
twenty-two, (moſtly farms) and of inhabitants about one hundred and twenty. T he 
ſoil is a ſtiff wet clay. Here riſe ſeveral fine ſprings of water, which run into the ſea. 
Near the village was found, in the beginning of the preſent century, a great quantity of 


Roman coins, particularly of Antoninus, Alexander Severus, Gordian, Gallienus, 
Poſthumus, Fauſtina, and Julia Mammæa. 


This manor was parcel of the great barony of the lords Mohun of Dunſter, having - 


been given by the Conqueror to Sir William de Mohun. It was then written Chilvetune. 


« William himſelf holds CyiLveTuns. Alward and Leuric held it for two manors 
© in the. time of King Edward, and gelded for ten hides and a half. The arable is ten 
ce carucates. In demeſne are four carucates, and ſeven ſervants, and ſixteen villanes, 
ce and fix cottagers, with five ploughs. There are ſixty acres of meadow, and ſixty 
ce acres of paſture, and one hundred acres of wood. It was formerly worth one hun- 
ce dred ſhillings, now ſeven pounds. 


ce Of the ſame land Ralph holds of William one hide, and has there one carucate, 


and two villanes, with one plough. There are five acres. of meadow, and one virgate 
F of paſture. It is worth twenty ſnillings.“ 


In the deſcendants of the ſaid Sir William de Mohun this manor of Kilton con- 
tinued till the year 1374, 50 Edw, III. when the Lady Mohun ſold it with other parts 
of her barony to Lady Elizabeth Luttrell; . whoſe poſterity have ever ſince enjoyed it; 
John Fownes Luttrell, of Dunſter-caſtle, eſq; being the preſent owner. An inſtance 


among very few of an eſtate having but two families for its poſſeſſors for the ag of 
upwards of ſeven hundred years. 


The church of Kilton was appropriated to the priory: of Dunſter, which was a cell to 
that of Bath; and in 1292 the value of the rectory was certified at fix marks three ſhil- 
lings and four-pence, out of which a penſion of fifty ſhillings was paid to the monks of 
Bath. The living is a vicarage in the deanery of Dunſter, and in the patronage of 
the crown; the Rev. Richard Stevens is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, dedicated to St. Nicholas, is of one pace, with a tower at the weſt end, 
containing four bells. 


The ſecond poor of this pariſh have the intereſt of a donation of 20l. per annum. 


Lib. Domeſday. » Taxat, Spiritual. 
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S a ſmall pariſh ſituated on the Channel, five miles eaſt from Watchet, and twelve 
weſt from Bridgwater. The country is extremely beautiful; the ſea lying to the 
north, Quantock-hills to the ſouth and weſt, and the marſh country eaſtward, with 
Bridgwater bay full in view. The coaſt is not very rocky, nor are the cliffs high; the 
beach is covered with large round pebbles, mixed with ſand, and in ſome places is 
muddy. The principal part of the dwellings (which are thirty in number) belong- 


ing to this pariſh, ſtand-in a hamlet called PuTs1am, where coins of the Roman empire 
have frequently been dug up. 


This pariſh has been variouſly written, as Cilve, Culve, and Kilve, the etymology of 
which (unleſs we derive it from the old word Kel, which ſignifies a wood) is a little 
involved in obſcurity; nor is the Norman name of it much more eaſily explicable; 


they called it Selve; and in the account of the lands belonging to Roger de Curcelle in 
this country, they give the following detail of it: 


ce Eldred holds of Roger, SLVR. He held it in the time of King Edward, and 
ce gelded for half a hide. The arable is one carucate and a half. There is one villane, 
&« and two cottagers, with one ſervant, having one plough. There are three acres of 
te meadow, and ſixty- two acres of paſture. It was and is worth twenty ſhillings. 


« Alric holds of Roger, SzLvz. Breſmar held it in the time of King Edward, and 
« pelded for half a hide. The arable is one carucate and a half. There are four vil- 
« lanes, with one cottager, having one plough. There are fix acres of meadow, and 


« ſixteen acres of paſture; and ſixteen acres of coppice-wood. It was and is worth 
« twenty ſhillings.” 


This manor was afterwards held of the barony of Dunden. 32 Henry II. Robert 
Fitz-Williams died ſeized of it, and by his daughter and coheireſs Joan, it. came into 
the family of de Furnellis or Fourneaux,” in which name it continued till 24 Edw. III. 
when Sir Simon de Fourneaux dying without iſſue male, it paſſed by Elizabeth his 
daughter and heir to Sir John Blunt, knt. and by his daughter and heir Alice to the 
family of Stafford of Hook, who poſſeſſed it in the year 1424. In 1449 it was the 
property of John Rogers, of Brianſton, eſq; in which family it continued till the year 
1661, when Elizabeth ducheſs of Richmond, daughter and ſole heir of Richard Rogers; 
ſold it to Sir William Portman, bart. who diſpoſed of it to Sir John Rogers, and he to 
Mr. Cunditt, from whoſe deſcendants it has come to Henry Sweeting, eſq; the preſent 
poſſeſſor. He has a neat new-built dwelling in the hamlet of Putſham. * | 


The living of Kilve, which is rectorial, and in the deanery of Bridgwater, was in 
1292 valued at fiſteen marks.* The patronage is in Baliol-college, Oxford; and the 


Rev. Harry Farr Veatman is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is a ſmall low building af one pace, with a tower 


at the weſt end, containing three bells. In the chancel are the arms of Rogers, viz. 
Argent, on a chief or, a fleur-de-lis /able. 


Lib. Domeſday. d Cart. Antiq. - © Eſc. « Taxat, Spiritual, 0 
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On the north wall of the nave is a monument in memory of John Cunditt, ſen. gent. 
who died Dec. 12, 1690, aged 29;—of Joanna wife of John Cunditt, jun. gent. who 
died Oct. 17, 1716, aged 28 ;—of Suſanna his ſecond wife, who died Sept. 22, 1754, 
aged 60;—and of John Cunditt, jun. ſon of the above John Cunditt, who died March 
25, 1771, aged 81. 

A.D. 1329, a chantry was founded in this church by Sir Simon de Fourneaux, 
lord of the manor, for five prieſts, who were every day to ſay divine ſervice for the 
ſouls of Sir Matthew de Fourneaux, father, and Sir Matthew de Fourneaux, grand- 
father of the ſaid Sir Simon, Alice his wife, and Sir Henry de Umtraville her father; 
for the endowment of which he had a licence to amortize a houſe and garden at Kilve, 
a furlong of land at Stringſton, another in Wembdon, and a field in Chilton-Triver, 


together with the churches of Kilve and Stringſton.* This chantry was called Miniſter 


et ſodales Societatis de Kilve. Walter de Remmeſbury was the firft miniſter, preſented 
6 Id. Oct. 1332, and after him John de Wynesford was preſented 20 kal. Jul. 1350, 
both by Sir Simon de Fourneaux, knt.* This ſociety in the above ſtile preſented to 
the rectory of Kilve in 1335, and to that of Stringſton in 1336; but from 1410, the 


heirs of Sir Simon de Fourneaux again preſented to the livings; the chantry being by 


ſome means diſſolved, and the lands given for its ſupport, becoming part of the recto- 
rial glebe, as they ſtill continue. 


In the church-yard i is a very old yew-ree with a large 3 head, the trunk 
19 feet in circumference. 


* Inq. ad quod Damn, | * Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. 8 Thid. 
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HIS pariſh, compriſing the tithing of Howie, lies northward from Kilton, on 

a point of land ſomewhat projecting into Bridgwater-bay, fix miles northeaſt from 
Watchet, and thirteen weſt from Bridgwater. A ridge of lofty cliffs defends it from the 
{ea on the north fide, and on the ſouth is a fine rich country terminated by the Quan- 


rock-hills. The lands are chiefly arable, There are only about a dozen houſes in 
this pariſh, 


LTulęſtoch was held in the Conqueror s time by Anſger, ſurnamed "TIER having 


| exerciſed the office of a cook in the King's houſhold; it is thus ſurveyed: 


e Anſger [the cook] holds of the King, LuLzsTocna. Bricſic held it in the time 


of King Edward, and gelded for five hides. The arable is In demeſne 


© are three carucates, and two ſervants, and eleven villanes, and ſeven cottagers, and 


© twenty acres of wood in one place, and in another, wood one mile long, and half a 
ee mile broad, It was formerly and is now worth one hundred ſhillings,” £5 


* Lib, Domeſday, 
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This pariſh was held of the owners of the caſtle of Stoke-Courcy, as its chief lords, 
although from very early times it had been part of the demeſnes belonging to the lords 
of Stowey, and continued to be ſo till the attainder of Lord Audley, when it became the 
poſſeſſion of Nicholas Luttrell, eſq; a younger ſon of Sir Andrew Luttrell, of Dunſter- 
caſtle, knt. who in the time of Edw. VI. made Honibere-Court his place of reſidence, 
and was anceſtor of the Luttrells, of Hartland and Sandon-Court in the county of 
Devon, and thoſe of Chelſea in the county of Middleſex. Andrew Luttrell, ſon of the 
faid Nicholas, fold the manor of Honibere and Lilſtock 40 Eliz. to Sir Thomas Palmer, 
of Fairfield, knt. for a long term, who dying inteſtate, his widow and adminiſtratix 
conveyed it back to the children of the ſaid Andrew, 7 James I." But ſoon- after Sir 
Nicholas Halſwell, John Colles, and others, purchaſed again the manor of Honibere, 
and certain lands particularly ſpecified, including the court-houſe and mill, and lands 


formerly belonging to Robert Vernai, for the children of Sir T homas Palmer, in whofe 
repreſentatives they ſtill remain. | 


The manor of Lilſtock belongs to Earl Temple. 


The living is rectorial, in the deanery of Bridgwater; has been for many years united 
in one preſentation with the vicarage of Stoke-Courcy; and is now in the gift of the 


college of Eton. The Rev. Edward Palmer is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Andrew, is a ſmall building, ſixty feet long, 
and fourteen wide, and has at its weſtern extremity a tower with four bells. 


- b MS. Palmer, 
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Anciently SILVER, SELURE, and SELVERE. 
HIS pariſh is ſituated in a deep valley fourteen miles northweſt by weſt from 
Taunton, and nine miles ſoutheaſt by eaſt from Minehead; the turnpike-road 


- 


: betwixt thoſe towns paſſing through it. The village conſiſts of a few houſes, which are 


ſcattered round the church; northweſt from which, at the diſtance of a mile, is the 
hamlet of WooproRD, containing three houſes; and a ſimilar number is compriſed in 
the hamlet of Bixcyances, half a mile towards the weſt; the whole number of houſes 
being forty, and of inhabitants two hundred and thirty. The lands are generally in 
tillage, and produce excellent crops of grain, eſpecially barley. A ſmall ſtream runs 
through the place, turning a griſt-mill, and over it are built two ſtone bridges of one 


arch each. 


By the grant of king William I. this manor was at the Conqueſt the poſſeſſion of 
Alured de Iſpania; it is recorded, that 


cc Richard 
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« Richard holds of Alured, SVE. Aluric held it in the time of King Edward, | 


te and gelded for one hide and a half. The arable is nine carucates. In demeſne are 
ce two carucates, and four ſervants, and eleven villanes, and five cottagers, with ſeven 


© ploughs. There is a mill rendering three ſhillings; and two acres of meadow, and 


te one hundred and ſixty acres of paſture, Wood three furlongs long, and two furlongs 
ce broad. It was worth three pounds, now four pounds.“ 


In the time of the ſame occupier this manor paid a cuſtomary rent of eighteen ſheep 


per annum to the King's manor of Williton. Its next poſſeſſors were the family of 


Candos, one of whom, as will hereafter be ſhewn, gave it to the priory of Goldclive in 
the county of Monmouth, (which he annexed to the abbey of Bec in Normandy) and 
the religious thereof had poſſeſſion of the ſame till the diſſolution of alien priories, when 
it was given by King Edw. IV. in the 17th year of his reign, to the collegiate church 
of Windſor, in which it to this day remains veſted. 


The advowſon of the rectory belonged alſo to the prior and convent of Goldclive, 


and is now in the Dean and Canons of Windſor. The Rev. John Prior is the preſent 


incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to All-Saints; it is a ſmall building, compoſed of a nave, . 


chancel, ſouth aile, and tower at the weſt end, in which are a clock and four bells. 


-In the church- yard is a ſtone——< In memory of Mrs. Elizabeth Conibeer, aged 88 
years, and her two daughters, Ann, aged 45, and Sarah 43, who were all inhumanly 


murdered in the day of the 5th of June 1773, in their houſe at Woodford in this pariſh.” 


The average chriſtenings are annually fix, the burials five. 
"IP SH. ++, - * Lib. Domeſday, 


— 


N ET T L E CO MB E. 


IIS pariſh lies on the ſouth ſide of St. Decumans, in a bottom near that part of 
Brendon-hill called Ralcigh's-down, and watered by a rivulet, which, paſſing by 


Orchard-Wyndham and Williton, falls at Donniford-into the ſea. The lands are ex- 


ceedingly fertile, and moſtly-in tillage; the ſoil being a red loam. Some years ago, when 
the labourers were digging ſtone for the roads in a field called Knap-Dane, they found 
ſeveral buſhels of human bones, which were ſuppoſed to have belonged to a party of 
the Danes, who in the year 918, having landed at Watcher, were miſerably handled by 
the inhabitants of the country. Of the property of this pariſh, the following account 1s 
given us in the Norman record: | 


« The King holds NeTzLcumsz. Goduin [the fon of Herold] held it in the time 
te of King Edward, and gelded for two hides and three virgates of land. The arable is 
« twelve carucates. Thereof one virgate and a half is in demeſne, and there are two 
| | © Ccarucates, 


% 
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ec carucates, and three ſervants, and fifteen villanes, and four cottagers, with ſeven _ 
cc nloughs. There are ſix acres of meadow, and one hundred acres of paſture, and fifty 


cc acres of wood. It renders . - . . pounds twelve ſhillings of white money.“ 


In the time of Henry II. John ſon of Gilbert, marſhal of England, granted this 
manor to Hugh de Raleigh, of Raleigh in the county of Devon, and to his heirs, to be 
Held by the ſervice of finding a ſoldier for two whole months in time of war, and forty 
days in time of peace, in ſuch manner as barons uſually did their ſervices; covenanting, 
that in caſe he could not make a ſufficient title, that he would provide him a faithful 
exchange elſewhere; and declaring that, in confirmation of this, his two ſons, John and 


Gilbert, had pledged themſelves to obſerve it, and his other two ſons, Walter and 


William, were parties to the grant: In conſideration thereof the ſaid Hugh de Raleigh 
gave to the ſaid John Marſhal, eighty marks of ſilver, and a ſorrel nag; to his lady an 
ounce of gold; to his ſon Gilbert a horſe and two dogs; to his ſon John a talent; and 
to his other ſon Walter, another talent of gold. This deed was atteſted and confirmed 
under the great ſeal of King Henry II. by Reginald earl of Cornwall, Humphry de 
Bohun, William de Botreaux, William Fitzpiers, and others of the firſt quality. Soon 


after this the ſaid Hugh de Raleigh conveyed Nettlecombe to Warine de Raleigh, 


(whom he calls his nephew) in conſideration of a horſe and two dogs, with the ſame pro- 
viſion of an equivalent in caſe of defect of title: the equivalent propoſed was Alminton, 
a knight's fee, in which he had lately been enfeoffed by Philip de Columbers. This 
deed was executed in- the preſence of Richard de Raleigh, brother of the ſaid Hugh, 
William ſon of Richard de Raleigh, William de Botreaux, and others. Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe deeds, John Marſhall, ſon of John the firſt granter, extorted the ſum of 


one hundred and forty pounds for a confirmation of his father's grant; and Gilbert 


another ſon of John Marſhall, had forty pounds of ſilver and a gilt cup for his right. 


This ſhews how uncertain poſſeſſions were in thoſe times, and in what manner the great 
men uſed their tenants and dependants, 


Hugh de Raleigh was, as it has been faid before, of Raleigh in r for 
which county he executed the office of ſheriff from 7 to 14 Henry II. From Richard, 


whom he calls his brother and heir, the Raleighs, of Raleigh near Barnſtaple, and thoſe 


of Warwickſhire were deſcended. 


To Warine de Raleigh abovementioned, who had the grant of this manor from the 
ſaid Hugh, ſucceeded Ralph his ſon, who 17 Joh. taking arms with the barons, his 
lands were ſeized, and part of them given to William Briewer, who, in conſideration of 
twenty marks of ſilver, conveyed all his right in them to Warine de Raleigh brother of 
the ſaid Ralph; and ſoon after William Marſhall earl of Pembroke confirmed them to 
him and his heirs, to be held by the ſervice of a whole knight's fee. This Warine had 
iſſue a ſon of his own name, who was of Nettlecombe in 1242; he with the conſent of 

his lady Margaret enfeoffed Simon his ſecond ſon in the lands of Allingford, to be held 
by him and Ela de Reigni his wife, by the yearly rent of three ſhillings and four-pence, 
and ſuch ſervices as appeared due by the grant of Reginald de Mohun. This Lady 
Margaret was ſoon after a widow, and gave to the Lady Hawiſe, wife of Sir Warine de 
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Raleigh, her ſon, a certain veſſel of ſilver, in which was a piece of the Holy Croſs, and 
a ring of St. Lazarus, which once belonged to the moſt excellent Queen Berengaria, 
wife of Richard I. praying Gop to continue the ſame bleſſing to the poſſeſſors thereo! 
as ſhe herſelf had experienced. To this deed are the ſeals of Sir William de St. 
Quiatin, Walter de St. Quintin, archdeacon of Taunton, and Gervaſe de Raleigh, a 
brother of her huſband's, who had beſides another brother, called Wimond de Raleigh, 
who married the daughter and heir of Peter de Chilton of Collaton, ſince called Collaton- 
Raleigh, in Devonſhire, and was progenitor to the famous Sir Walter Raleigh.“ 


Warine de Raleigh, the fourth of that name, eldeſt ſon of Warine and Lady ven, 


was of Nettlecombe 42 Henry III. and had iſſue a ſon called Reginald, and two 


daughters, Maud wife of Sir Matthew de Fourneaux, and Sarah wife of Richard Lodres. 
Reginald his ſon ſeems to have died without iffue: for Simon de Raleigh his uncle 
was poſſeſſed of this manor of Nettlecombe, but his chief reſidence was at Wrencheſter- 
caſtle in Glamorganſhire; which lordſhip, together with thoſe of Michaelſtowe, Llan- 


twyd, and Lancarvon, he held in right of his wife Ela, heireſs of Sir Milo de Reigni, 
 knt. He died before 16 Edw. I. Ela his widow being then married to Sir Henry 


de Gamorges. 


Simon, ſon of this Simon, reſided alſo at Wrencheſter-caſtle, 4 21 Edw. I. in 


conſideration of one hundred and twenty marks of ſilver, he purchaſed of Henry de 
Gamorges the cuſtody of the Cantred of Dinas-Powys in Wales, which formerly be- 
longed to Milo de Reigni. 30 Edw. I. being then a knight, he had the cuſtody of the 
whole county of Glamorgan, in which office he died; leaving John his ſon and heir, 
and ſeveral other children. His wife Joan, ſiſter and at laſt heir of Laurence le Tort, 


of Owlknolle, ſurvived him, and in her widowhood 9 Edw. II. founded a chantry in 


her manor-houſe at Rowdon in the pariſh of Stogumber.* 


John de Raleigh inherited all his father's lands in this county; but a great part of 
the eſtate in Wales was given to Simon a younger brother, who had alſo, by virtue of a 
fine levied by Laurence de Tort 1 Edw. III. the whole eſtate of that family, conſiſting 
of the manors of Owlknolle, Cutcombe, (ſince called Curcombe-Raleigh) Langham- 
Tort, Bordeſley, and Upton. 10 Edw. II. both theſe brothers were in rebellion with 
Thomas earl of Lancaſter, for which their lands were ſeized into the King's hands till 
John ſhould pay a fine of one hundred pounds, and Simon a fine of forty. They were 
however abſolved in parliament 1 Edw. III. and the fine remitted. This John de 
Raleigh was one of the collectors of the King's revenue in this county, 11 Edw. III. 


and died-14th of that reign, having married Margaret daughter and coheir of Richard 
Bret, by whom he had ſeveral children. 


John de Raleigh his eldeſt fon ſucceeded him; he was a knight, and repreſented this 
county in parliament 33 and 34 Edw. III. Beſides the paternal poſſeſſions, this John 
inherited all the lands in Wales, on the death of Simon his uncle 21 Edw. II. and like- 
wiſe the eſtates of the family of Tort; on the death of Andrew and Warine his brothers 
without iſſue, on whom it had been entailed. His firſt wife's name was Maud, by 
whom he had no iſſue. He married to his ſecond wife Iſmayn, daughter of — Hanham, 
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of Hanham in the county of Glouceſter, by whom he had two ſons John and Simon, 
and two daughters, Maud, and Joan married to John Whaleſborough, of Whaleſbo- 
rough in the county of Cornwall, 


John the eldeſt fon dying without ifſ1e, Simon his brother ſucceeded t to \ the whole 
eſtate. Which Simon 10 Ric. II. was with the Duke of Lancaſter in Spain. 17 Ric. II. 
he was in Guienne, together with Sir Matthew Gournay and Sir Richard Arthur, both 
knights of this county. 4 Henry V. he was at the battle of Agincourt. Towards the 
latter end of his life he retired to Nettlecombe, being grown infirm from the hardſhips 
and the wounds which he had ſuſtained in the ſervice of his country, as he in a moſt 
ſolemn manner in a certain writing avows, giving Gop thanks for having ſeveral times 
miraculouſly preſerved his life. In the ſame document he declares, as to the diſtribu- 
tion of his eſtate, that his ſiſter Joan ſhall have all his lands in Somerſerſhire, Dorſet- 
ſhire, Devonſhire, and Wiltſhire; and that his ſiſter Maud ſhall have his caſtle of 


| Wrencheſter, and all his lands in Wales; each ſiſter's ſhare to be ſettled on the heirs of 


the other ſiſter reſpectively in caſe of failure of iſſue. At the ſame time he charges 
them, that as they ſhould hope for happineſs in heaven, they will with the iſſues of the 
eſtate do ſomething for the honour of Gop, and the health of his ſoul, in ſuch manner 
as they knew he intended if Gop would give him ſufficient life, His fiſter Maud died 
12 Henry VI. and his wife Joan died two years after, and was buried at Nettlecombe. 
He then married a ſecond Joan, daughter of Oliver Hewiſh, of Donniford, but having 
no likelihood of children, he again reſumed his former intentions; and accordingly 18 
Henry VI. veſted all his lands in this county, Dorſet and Devon, in Thomas Knyff, 
Walter Portman, Roger Hacchford, and others, on condition that he and his wife ſhould 
enjoy the ſame for their reſpective lives; but that after his death, they ſhould, with the 
conſent of his widow, raiſe to the amount of 101. per annum, for the maintenance of a 
prieſt to perform divine ſervice in the chapel of St. John the Baptiſt on the ſouth ſide of 
the pariſh-church of Nettlecombe; and he recommends to them that this amortiſement 
be made out of any of his lands, except his manors of Nettlecombe and Rowdon; of 
which he directs his truſtees to make an eſtate in fee to his couſin Thomas Whaleſbo- 
rough, on condition that he be aſſiſtant to them and his widow; but if his ſaid couſin 
ſhould withſtand and not further his pious intentions, then he directs his truſtees to ſell 
Nettlecombe and Rowdon, and all his other lands, and apply the produce thereof to ſuch 
uſes as they ſhall think will beſt conduce to the worſhip of God, and the health of his 
own ſoul. This deed bears date 19 Feb. 18 Henry VI. and he died the 12th of March 
following. Joan his ſecond wife outlived him ſeventeen years, and 33 Henry VI. com- 
pleted the endowment and ſtatutes of the chantry of Nettlecombe; part of the manor 
of Cutcombe-Raleigh, and lands in Sandford-Bret, Raleigh, and Elworthy, altogether 
conſiſting of one hundred and ſixty- eight acres of land, being appropriated to that pur- 
pole. His other lands in this county, Devon, and Dorſet, deſcended to his nephew 
Thomas W haleſborough, of Whaleſborough near Stratton in the county of Cornwall, 
ſon of John Whaleſborough by Joan his wife, ſiſter of the ſaid Sir Simon de Raleigh. 


Which Thomas W haleſborough married Matilda daughter and heir of Sir William 
Bowes, knt. by whom * had iſſue a daughter and heir Elizabeth, Who became the wife 
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of John Trevelyan, of Trevelyan in the pariſh of St. Vehep near F owey in the county 
of Cornwall.“ 


This John Trevelyan was deſcended from a family who had been for many ages of 
the moſt eminent rank among the gentlemen of that part of England, which dignity he 
by no means tarniſhed. 27 and 38 Henry VI. he was ſheriff of Cornwall, and 31 
Henry VI. was returned one of the knights for Cornwall in the parliament held at 
Reading. 7 Henry VII. he was created a knight of the Bath at the marriage of 
Prince Arthur, He died 8 Henry VII. leaving iſſue, by the abovementioned Elizabeth 
his wife, John his heir and ſucceſſor at Nettlecombe; Thomas; George, chaplain to 
King Henry VIII. and Humphrey. 


John his eldeſt ſon married Jane daughter of Sir John Halywell, knt. an eminent 
partizan of the Houſe of Lancaſter; and died 13 Henry VIII. leaving iflue another 
John, who married Avice, daughter and heir of Nicholas Cockworthy, of. Great- 
Yarnſcombe in the county of Devon, deſcendant and heireſs of the noble families of 
Champernon and Valletorte, and by them of Edmund earl of Cornwall. By the faid 
Avice he had ſeveral children, of whom John the eldeſt married Maud daughter of 
Giles Hill, of Honiton, eſq; and was father of a fifth John Trevelyan, who married 
Wilmot daughter of John Harris, ſerjeant at law, of Hayne in the county of Devon. 


John Trevelyan, ſon and heir of the laſt- mentioned John, married, in 1561, Urith - 
daughter of Sir John Chicheſter, of Raleigh in the county of Devon, knt. This John 
rebuilt the houſe at Nettlecombe, and 16 James I. was high-ſheriff of the county. 
He died in 1623, and was ſucceeded by his ſon and heir 


John Trevelyan, the ſeventh of that name in a direct ſucceſſion, who married Margaret 
daughter of George Luttrell, of Dunſter-caſtle, eſq; and by her had one ſon George, 
who married Margaret daughter of Sir Robert Strode, of Parnham in the county of 
Dorſet, knt. This George was ſequeſtered and impriſoned for his loyalty to King 
Charles I. and paid for his eſtate a compoſition of 15601." His lady died at Hounſlow 
on her journey to London, which ſhe had taken with a view of petitioning for her huſ- 
band's enlargement. He had iſſue three ſons, of whom | 


George Trevelyan, the eldeſt, was, Jan. 24, 1661, created a baronet, and married 
Mary daughter and ſole heir of John Willoughby, of Leahill in the county of Devon, 
eſq; by whom he was father of 


Sir John Trevelyan, bart. who was knight of the ſhire for this county in ſeveral par- 
liaments, and burgeſs for the borough of Minehead. He was twice married; his firſt 
wife was Urith daughter of Sir John Pole, of Shute in the county of Devon, bart. by 
whom he had one daughter, who died in childhood. His ſecond lady was Suſanna 
daughter and heir of William Warren, of Stallenſthorne in the county of Devon, eſq; bd 
by whom he had three ſons and five daughters. 


Sir George Trevelyan, bart. his only ſurviving ſon and heir, married Julia daughter 
of Sir Walter Calverley, of Calverley in the county of York, bart. and dying at his 
ſeat at N ettlecombe, Sept. 11, 1768, was ſucceeded by his eldeſt ſon, 
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Sir John Trevelyan, bart. the preſent owner of Nettlecombe, and one of the repre- 
ſentatives of this county in the preſent parliament. 


The family arms are, Gules, a demi-horſe, argent, armed or, iſſuing out of the ſea in 
baſe proper; a bearing, according to tradition, adopted from the circumſtance of one of 
the family ſwimming on horſeback from the Seven Stones to the Land's End in Corn- 


wall, at the time thoſe rocks were ſeparated from the continent by a violent inundation 
of the ocean.' 


The ſeat of Sir John Trevelyan ſtands near the church, and is a good old-manſicn, 


pleaſantly ſituated in a fertile vale, environed with vell-cultivated * and having to 
the weſt a beautiful grove of oak. 


To the ſouthweſt of Nettlecombe is the ancient wake of Woop-ADVvENT, or 
AVENANT, which in ancient times was held of the manor of Compton-Dunden. 14 
Henry II. Robert de Wode held a knight's fee in Wode of William Malet, as of that 
manor; after him was another Robert, and a Richard de Wode; the former of whom 
lived towards the cloſe of the reign of Henry III. Soon after which it was poſſeſſed by 
ſome of the name of Avenant, of whom Walter Avenant was witneſs to a deed of 
Robert de Wode; and Richard de Avenant of Wode gave for his arms three-eſcallops. 
12 Edw. II. Agnes, widow of Richard Avenant, and ſiſter of Baldwyn de Noneton, 
releaſed to Alice her daughter all her right of dower in Avenant-Wode; this Alice, 8 
Edw. II. was wife of Fhomas Fitzours. 10 Edw. III. a fine was levied of Wode- 
Advent to John .Raleigh lord of Nettlecombe, and Margaret his wife, for their lives; 
remainder to Andrew, Warine, and Thomas, their younger children, and their heirs in 
tail genera] ſucceſſively ; remainder to John his eldeſt fon and his heirs for ever.” Which 
Andrew, Warine, and Thomas, dying without iſſue, the eſtate fell to Sir John Raleigh, 


their eldeſt brother, in whoſe deſcendants it ſtill continues, being now * by Sir 
John Trevelyan, bart. 


— 


The hamlet of Bzcarn-Hvisn lies a mile and a half end from Nettlecombe. 
It was one of thoſe manors which Ralph Paganel held in this county in the time of 
William the Conqueror, and has been held by knight's ſervice of the deſcendants and 
repreſentatives of the ſaid Ralph to this day. The ſurvey thus accounts for it: 


« The ſame Ralph holds of Ralph, Hewtis. In the time of King Edward it gelded 
cc for one hide and a half. The arable is ſix carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, 
* and five ſervants, and nine villanes, and fix cottagers, with three ploughs. There is a 
e mill of three ſhillings rent, and twelve acres of meadow, and one hundred acres of 
« paſture, It was always worth three pounds.“ 


Andrew Luttrell, the firſt of his name that held Eaſt- Quaneackiorad, at the time that 
he granted that manor to Alexander his younger ſon, granted alſo the manors of 
Begaren-Hywiſn, Bagborough, and Stockland, which laſt manors were then in the 
poiſeflion of Agnes de Gaunt. Soon after the ſame Alexanderr eleaſed to Agnes de 

Gaunt all ſuits of court, but what was uſually done to the manor of Quantockſhead. 
Who this Agnes was, or what relation ſhe bore to Maurice de Gaunt, does not appear; 


| Paronetage, + Lib. Feod. ! MS. Palmer, Lib. Domeſday. 
| nor 


Freemannors.] N ETT LE COM B E. | 541 


nor how long ſhe or her heirs kept the poſſeſſion of hi manor. 4 Edw, II. Andrew 
Luttrell of Quantockſhead granted it to Lucy, widow of Thomas de Raleigh and her 
heirs,” whoſe deſcendants in the male line lived at Raleigh in Devonſhire; and from 
them, by an heir female, that manor, as well as the manor of Begarn-Huiſh, paſſed into 
the family of Chicheſter, in which it continued till the reign of James I. when it was 
fold to the Luttrells of Dunſter-caſtle, who afterwards ſold it to the Wyndhams. 


Another manor in this pariſh, lying near the former, is denominated Lupnvrsn; 
which place in the time of King John had owners of the ſame name, progenitors of the 
Hewiſhes of Linch and Donniford. Richard de Hewis, of Hewis, in the time of 
Henry III. was father of another Richard, who 17 Edw. I. calls himfelf Richard de 
Lod-Hywiſh. At the ſame time were Bartholomew and Andrew de Lod-Hywiſh, 
the laſt of whom had a-daughter Margaret, married to Richard de Cottelle, 8 Edw, 
HI. Richard Britte and Margaret his wife were owners of Lud-Huifh; after whom, 
28 Edw. III. Philip de Welleſleigh, of Welleſleigh, poſſeſſed it; from whom it de- 
ſcended by hgrs female to the families of Hill, Say, Cheyney, and Waldegrave, which 
laſt ſold the manor to Sir John Trevelyan. 


About a mile ſouthward from the church is a ſmall hamlet called Col ron. 


The living of Nettlecombe is rectorial, in the deanery of Dunſter, and was valued in 
1292 at twelve marks. The patronage has always been appendant to the manor: the 
Rev. Hugh Bennett is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is a handſome kructure, conſiſting of a 
nave, chancel, and ſide ailes. At the weſt end ſtands an embattled tower containing a 
clock and three bells. In the windows at the eaſt end of the north aile are painted the 
figures of St. John, St. Laurence, St, Catharine, St. Mary, St. Urith, &c. and theſe 
arms, viz. 1. Gules, a bend fuſilly argent; Raleigh. 2. Argent, three bends gules within 
a bordure /able, charged with ten bezants; Whaleſborough. In the ſouth aile, which 
belongs to Sir John Trevelyan, and contains the family vault, are two large arches in 
the wall, under which lie five effigies of the Raleighs; one of them repreſents Sir 
Simon de Raleigh in armour, having on his ſhield the family coat, a bend fuſilly. This 
was the bearing of the ancient Earls Marſhal of England, and adopted by the family of 
Raleigh, when they became feudal tenants under thoſe lords. But the more ancient 
arms of Raleigh were ſix croſs-croſlets, | 


On the ſouth wall of this aile is a handſome monument of black and white marble to 
the memory of Lady Trevelyan, daughter of Sir John Pole, of Shute, and wife of Sir 
John Trevelyan, bart. who died April 26, 1697, aged 21. 


There is alſo an inſcription to Colonel Amos Trevelyan, who married Arie daughter 
of William Lacey, of Hartrow, eſq; and died April 3, 1697, aged 52. 


On a flat ſtone in the north aile is a memorial to John Trevelyan, eſq; who was 
buried April 1, 1623, aged 67 ; as alſo to Urith the wife of John Trevelyan, eſq; and 
daughter of Sir John Chicheſter. Arms, Trevelyan, impaling checquy a chief vaire, 
Sn | 
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In the chancel floor is a flat ſtone inſcribed to Richard Muſgrave, of * 
gent. who died A. D. 1686. 
In the church-yard is a ſmall old croſs, the pillar nearly perfect. | 
The average number of chriſtenings in this pariſh is 4, of burials 2, annually. 


—  R——— 


RADINGTON, or REDINGTON, 


IES on the weſt fide of the pariſh of Chipſtaple, in the ſoutheaſt angle of the county, 

and on the confines of Devonſhire. It conſiſts of only fourteen houſes, (four of 

which are farms) ſituated near the church, which ſtands on a little eminence, with a 

deep narrow valley to the ſouth. The ſituation is beautiful, the ſurface of the country 

being ſpread into lofty ſwelling hills; cut into large incloſures by quick hedges, with 

deep vales winding between them. The lands are chiefly paſture. In the banks, hills, 
and woods, is a variety of polypodies and fine moſſes. Here are no wheel carriages. 


This vill is found in the liſt of thoſe eſtates which were given by the Conqueror to 
Roger Arundel: 


e Robert holds of Roger, RavinceTuns. Two 1 held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for two hides. + The arable is eight carucates. In demeſne are 
ce two carucates, and three ſervants, and five villanes, and five cottagers, with four 
ce ploughs. There is a mill at the mill-hall, and-three acres of meadow, and fix acres 


ce of wood. Paſture four furlongs Jp and three furlongs broad. It was and is worth 
ce thirty ſhillings.” 


Soon after the Conqueſt it had owners ; of its name, many of whom were knights 
and perſons of diſtinguiſhed characters. Sir John, Sir Baldwin, and Sir William de 


Radington, are all ſtiled Radington, and it appears. om ancient evidences that they 
had here a capital manſion. 


It afterwards belonged to the Hills of Spaxton, and 13 Henry VI. was held by John 
Hill, in right of Cecily his wife, together with the. advowſon of the church, of John 
Hywyſh, as of his manor of Ludhuiſh ; John Hill being his ſon and heir of the age of 


ten years. 


The living is a wary i in the deanery 1 Dunſter; and the Rev. John Cope Weſtcott 
the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Michael, is of one pace, and has at the weſt 
end a plain tower, containing four bells. 


John How, by his will, dated March 26, 1 529, bequeathed the ſum of 6s. 8d. to 
this church.* - 


The chriſtenings in this ſmall pariſh are yearly on an average 2, the . I, 
Ib. Dameſday, d Eſc. « Collins's Peerage, vii, 323. ; 
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HIS pariſh lies two miles ſoutheaſt from Watchet, and ſixteen nearly north fron: 
| Taunton, 1n a fine woody and fertile country. 


It was one of the manors of Roger de Curcelle at the time of the following ſurvey: 


« Ogiſus holds of Roger, Sax roRD. Alwin held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for two hjdes. The arable is ſeven carucates. In demeſne are two ca- 
« rycates, and five ſervants, and eleven villanes, and fix cottagers, with three ploughs. 
There is a mill of eight-pence rent, and five acres of meadow, and two hundred acres 


ce of paſture, and forty-ſeven acres of wood. It was worth twenty ſhillings, now fifty 
<« ſhillings.””* : oft 


By what means Sandford came after the Conqueſt to the poſſeſſion of the family of 
Bret, from whom it received the diſtinction of its name, does not appear; but in the 
time of Henry I. it was held by Simon Bret, of the honour of Dunſter, by the ſervice of 
half a knight's fee.” This Simon had two ſons, Richard, who was called Brito, and 
Edmund, who from this place had the ſurname of de Sandford. Which Richard Brito, 
or Bret, was one of thoſe perſons who were principally concerned in the murder ot 
Thomas Becket, archbiſhop of Canterbury: on which account, Maud his daughter, 
formerly the wife of one Gerard, but then married to Robert de Ouvre, became a great 
benefactreſs to the priory of Woodſpring, at that time founded by Robert de Courtenai 
to the honour of the ſaid St. Thomas of Canterbury, giving thereto, with the conſent 
of Gerard Fitz-Gerard, and Robert de Ouvre, her ſons, for their good and her own in 
this world and the next, as alſo for the ſouls* health of her two huſbands, Richard Brito 
her father, Simon Brito her grandfather, Erchenbald le Fleming, and others, all her 
lands in Chandfeld, and ſeveral parcels of land in Sandford, Bicknoller, and other places. 
This Maud had alſo a daughter called Alice de Lyffe, who, that the interceſſion of the 
moſt glorious martyr might never be wanting to her and her children, confirmed, in 
1238, ſeveral of her mother's donations to the ſaid monaſtery.* 


Edmund Bret, brother of Richard above-mentioned, was of Sandford, and by his 
wife Margaret had iſſue Simon, called le Bret, who by the daughter of Thurloe, was 
father of Sir William Bret, of Sandford, knt. living 43 Henry III. Sir William had 
iſſue three ſons, John, and Adam le Bret, of Terweſton in this pariſh; and Simon le 
Bret, anceſtor to the Brets of Thorncombe in the pariſh of Bicknoller. Of which ſons, 
Adam le Bret, 28 Edw. I. married Alice daughter of John de Roiſley, by whom he had 
iſſue John Bret, who died without iſſue, and William, who was of Torweſton, and 11 
Edw. III. levied a fine of that manor, and the manor of Sandford-Bret, and fettled the 
ſame on himſelf and the heirs of his body; remainder to Adam le Bret, brother of 
William and the heirs of his body; remainder to Maud wife of John de St. Quintin, 
ſiſter of the ſaid William and the heirs of her body; remainder to Edmund de Sandford, 
maternal brother of the ſaid William and the heirs of his body; remainder to the right 


* Lib. Domeſday. d Lib. Nig. Scac. i. 92. _ 
© See the account of this priory in the hundred of Winterſtoke, 
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heirs of the ſaid William.“ Notwithſtanding this ſettlement, the ſaid William Bret, by 


another fine 33 Edw. III. George his ſon, Edmond de Sandford, and Alice his wife, 
being parties, conveyed the ſaid manors of Sandford and Torweſton to Sir Hugh 
Courtney and Margaret his wife, in tail ſpecial; remainder to the right heirs of the ſaid 
Hugh. From which time to the preſent century, the family of Courtney, notwith- 
ſtanding divers diſputes and claims, had poſſeſſion of both manors. 


TorwesToON ſtands about a mile weſtward from the church, on a little eminence 
covered with wood: it was anciently fortified, and ſtill preſerves the name of Torweſton- 
caſtle. It is called in the old record Turveſtone, and is ſurveyed as follows: 


ce Hugh holds of William [de Moion] TuRvESTONE. Lefsin held it in the time of 
« King Edward, and gelded for one hide and a half. The arable is three carucates. 
In demeſne are two carucates, and five villanes, and ſix cottagers, with two ploughs. 


cc There is a mill not accounted for, and fifteen acres and a half of meadow, and eleven 


« acres of paſture, and forty-ſix acres of wood. It was formerly worth thirty ſhillings; 
ce now fifty ſhillings.” 


The ſeal of Richard Brito was a knight on horſeback, having a large ſhield charged 
with a feſſe. 


The living of Sandford is a rectory in the deanery of Dunſter: the Rev. Thomas 
Tanner is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, dedicated to St. George, is a decent fabrick, conſiſting of a nave, chan- 
cel, and north aile. On the ſouth de is an embattled tower, containing a clock and 
five bells. 


In the aile is the effigy of one of the Brets reclining on his ſhield, 
In the church-yard is a very large ſpreading yew-tree. 


, 4 MS, Palmer. Lib. Domeſday. 


W 


ETWIXT Radington and Dulverton, on the northweſt ſide of a very lofty emi- - 


nence, lies Skilgate, a ſmall pariſh, containing about forty houſes, the greateſt 
'part of which are cottages, near the church, Devonſhire bounds this pariſh on the 


ſouth. In the Conqueror's time the manor belonged to the ſame lord as that of 
Radington, and 1s thus ſurveyed: 


« Robert holds of Roger, ScueLiGaTe. Goda held it in the time of King 1 0 
te and gelded for one hide and one virgate of land. The arable is four carucates. In 
« demeſne are two carucates, and five ſervants, and five villanes, and two cottagers, 
e with half a plough. There is a mill of ten-pence rent, and two acres of — 

cc an 
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ce and ſixty acres of wood. Paſture four furlongs long, and one furlong broad. It is 
cc worth thirty ſhillings.” 


We have but very little mention of this place for ſome reigns after this period. In 
the time of Ric. II. it belonged to one Simon Bernaby. 18 Ric. II. Elizabeth widow 
of Reginald Brecon held this manor, and after her death Iſabella Barnaby her younger 
ſiſter occupied the eſtate, which afterwards deſcended to ſeveral of the name of Brecon.* 
17 Henry VI. it was found not to the King's damage to grant licence to John biſhop of 
Bath and Wells, Hugh Kene, Henry Blackmore, clerk, and Robert Corte, clerk, to 
empower them to ſettle. this manor on the abbot and convent of Abbotſbury in the 
county of Dorſet, and their ſucceſſors for ever.“ 35 Henry VIII. the manor of Skil- 
gate, as parcel of the eſtates of that monaſtery, was granted to John Leigh, eſq; by the 
heireſs of whoſe deſcendant, Sir John Leigh, it came to the family of Fitz-Garret, and 
is now the property of Lady Acland. 


The benefice of Skilgate, which in 1292 was valued at ſix marks, is rectorial in the 
deanery of Dunſter. The Rev. John Bere is the preſent patron and incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall edifice, ſixty- four feet long, and thirteen wide, having at the 
weſt end a tower with three bells. 


The annual number of chriſtenings is five, the burials three, on the average. 


Lib. Domeſday. » Eſe. * Ibid. © Lag n Debian 
Pat. 35 Hen. VIII. * Taxat, Spiritual. 
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STOGUMBER, or STOKE-GO MER, 


S a ſmall market town, conſiſting of two ſtreets, ſituated in a valley on the ſouthweſt . 
ſide of the Quantock-hills, eleven miles ſoutheaſt from Minehead, twelve northweſt 
from Taunton, and fifteen weſt from Bridgwater. The market is on Saturda 7 and a 
fair is held on the 6th of May. Another fair, formerly held here on the iſt of Auguſt, 
has long ſince been dropt. The Romans marked this neighbourhood with the foot- 
ſteps of their greatneſs; many of their coins having been diſcovered here in the end of 
the laſt and the beginning of the preſent century. The pariſh i is extenſive, and com- 
Priſes within its limits the following ancient villages: 


1. H ALSWAN under Quantock, nearly three miles ea from the town, 
containing four farm-houſes. This village was anciently the eſtate of one Alric, or 
Ailric, a Saxon thane, who in the time of Edward the Confeſſor was aſſeſſed for it at the 
rate of three yard-lands, and in the Conqueror's time, being held by the ſame perſon, it 
was valued at twenty ſhillings.* Soon after which it had owners of the name of Halſey, 
in whom the principal eſtate continued for divers ſucceſſive generations, In the time 


* Lib. Domeſday. 
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of Henry VI. the families of Stradling and Hewiſh of Donniford maintained a conteſt 
reſpecting the legal inheritance of this lordſhip; but 12 Henry VI. Oliver Hewiſh, in 
conſideration of a certain emolument, granted all his right in this manor, as alſo all his 
lands and tenements in Donniford, Watchet, and in the pariſh of St. Decumans, and 
at Coleford,” Ripyn, and Caſiake, in this pariſh, to Sir Edward Stradling, knt.* whoſe de- 
ſcendant fold the manor in the time of James I. to the family of Cade, whoſe old ſeat, 
with a chapel in ruins, ſtill exiſts, 


| To the north, at two miles diſtance, is CayTon, which was anciently written Capix- 
TONE, and was the poſſeſſion of King William, as we find in the following record: 


« The King holds CarinToxz, Earl Harold held it, and gelded for one hide. The 
te arable is five carucates. Thereof is half a hide in demeſne, and there is one carucate, 
te and five villanes, with one plough. There are eight acres of meadow, and twenty 
te acres of paſture, and ten acres of wood. It renders forty-ſix ſhillings of white money.“ 


This hamlet contains eight farms and four cottages. 


Near t the laſt-mentioned hamlet is VELLow, which by the Norman tranſcribers of 
the great ſurvey was written Ailgi, having the following deſcription: 


« Garmund holds of William [de Moion] AiLcr. Algar held it in the time of 
e King Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is two carucates. In demeſne 
ce js one carucate, with one ſervant, and ſix cottagers, with one plough. There are ten 
te acres of wood. It was and is worth twenty ſnillings.“ 


19 Ric. II. Thomas the ſon of Thomas Fitchet held at his death the manor of Avxx, 
and one acre of arable in Cotford-Land in Aylly, of Elizabeth Lady Audley. 


It is ſituated a mile northward from the town, and contains ten cottages and four farms. 


Near to this is Escorr, another hamlet, containing four farms and three cottages: 
Eaſtward from which is Kinoswoop, containing twelve houſes. 


On the ſouth ſide of Stogumber, two miles diſtant from the church, ſtands PzzsToN, 
in which are eight farms; and near it, ſtill more ſoutherly, HARTROW, now a depopu- 
lated place, but in ancient times a conſiderable village, the ruins of the dwellings being 


frequently diſcovered in the gardens and the fields. In the Conqueror's ſurvey 1 it 1s 
recorded, that | 


te Roger holds of William [de Moion] 1 Ulwotd held it in the time of 
King Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne 
te js one Carucate, with one ſervant, and two villanes, and ſix cottagers, with one plough. 
« There is a mill of ſix-pence rent, and five acres of meadow, and one hundred acres 
* of paſture, and ſix acres of wood. It was formerly worth ten WA l now twenty 
“ ſhillings.“ 


> This little eſtate is thus recorded in the ſurvey: The ſame [ Dudeman] holds of William [de Moion] 
© CoLerorD. Briftuin held it in the time of King Edward, and gelded for half a hide, wanting one furlong. 
** The arable is two carucates, There are two villanes having one plough. It is worth fix 1 
© Rot. Claus. 12 Hen, VI. Lib. Domeſday. * Ibid. ' Eſc, Lib. Dane, 
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This manor was held of the e of ſter by a family of its name, and was ſome- 


time the eſtate of the families of Lacey and Rich; but now of the Rev. Bickham 
Eſcott. The ancient manſion, partly modernized, is ſtill in being, and its environs, 
which are naturally beautiful, art has rendered admirably 6 Here was IE 
a ſmall chapel. 


To the eaſt and ſoutheal the hamlets of HroHER and 1 VezxrorD, the 
three farms, the latter eight farm-houſes and two cottages, 
Vexford was an anciefit eſtate of the family of Luttrell. 2 Edw. IV. Richard Haretre 
releaſed to John Catar, clerk, couſin and heir of John Roche, eight meſſuages, five 
carucates of arable land, twenty acres of meadow, one hundred acres of paſture, and 
thirteen-pence rent, in Vexford and Ripenhole in this pariſh, and Boleworthe in the 
pariſh of Exton, formerly the property of the ſaid John Roche. In the time of 
Henty VIII. the manor of Vexford belonged to the family of Stourton, and 35th of 
that reign was ſold by William lord Stourton to John Sweeting, gent.“ It is now the 
property of Thomas Slocombe, of Tirhill, eſq. : 


On the ſame ſide is CASLAKE, anciently called Carſſate, in which are three farms 
and a mull. 


In Rowpox, a manor belonging to Sir John Trevelyan, bart. was 3 A chapel 
with a chantry. 


RIixrox, or Rixox, lies three miles ſoutheaſt from e containing three farms. 
This ſmall hamlet had formerly poſſeſſors of conſiderable note, who had their ſurname 
from it, and whoſe heireſs married into the family of le Waleis of Woolavington. 


I xo miles nearly from the church, on the ſouthweſt ſide of the turnpike- road leading 

from Taunton to Dunſter, is the ancient manſion of Combe-Sydenham, ſituated in a 
narrow deep valley, ſurrounded with lofty hills, highly cultivated, and fringed with 
thick woods. A conſiderable part of this old pile is in ruins, with ivy creeping through 
the fine old arches and ſtair-caſes. In the centre is a tower, and there are the remains 
of a noble kitchen. Part is modernized and inhabited by a farmer. It was anciently 
one of the ſeats of the Sydenham family, (from whom it had the addition to its name) 
and was held by them under the dean and chapter of Wells by knights“ ſervice. 
Richard de Sydenham, ſecond ſon of William de Sydenham, who was living in the 
time of Edw. III. was the firſt of this family that was ſeated here. He was conſtituted 
a judge of the common-pleas 11 Ric. II. and married Joan daughter and coheir of 
Robert Delingrige of Broomfield, by the daughter and coheir of Walter Delalynde, 
(grandſon of the famous Thomas Delalynde, who flew the white-hart in the foreſt, ſince 
called White-Hart foreſt) and had iſſue Henry de Sydenham, of Combe-Sydenham; 
and Simon, who was archdeacon of Sarum and Berks, next dean of Sarum, and 6 


Henry VI. made biſhop of Chicheſter. He was ſent by King Henry VI. ambaſſador 


d MS. Palmer. i Rot. Claus. 2 Ed. IV. * T.icence to alienate, 


1 Eſc. 44 Edw. III. This Combe muſt not be confounded with Combe in the pariſh of Dulverton, another 
ſeat of this ancient family, but which, coming into their poſſeſſion at a later period, did not receive the diſtinction 
of their name. | 
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to the Emperor of Germany, who preſented him with a golden cup. He died A. D. 


1437. This eſtate now belongs to Sir James Langham, bart. in right of his lady, the 
heireſs of the family of Muſgrave. 


The ſame family of Sydenham were alſo lords of the manor of Stoke-Gomer, which 


is now the property of Thomas Cridland, . PRESTON, in this pariſh, was another 


part of their poſſeſſions. 
The prior of Barlinch had lands in . valued in 1293 at 538. 4d.“ 


The church of Stogumber was, Oct. 2, 1271, given by Biſhop William Button, the 
ſecond of that name, to the chapter of Wells, on condition that they ſhould pay the 
ſum of fifty ſhillings yearly to a chaplain to pray every day for his ſoul, and a ſimilar 
ſum for the obſervance of his anniverſary.” In 1292 it was rated at ſeventeen marks 
and a half; from the rectory a penſion of five pounds was paid to the church of Wells, and 
from the vicarage, to the prior of Dunſter, a penſion of ſeven ſhillings.* The patronage 
of the benefice, which is vicarial, and in the deanery of Dunſter, remains veſted in the 


dean and chapter of Wells. The Rev. John Turner, archdeacon of Taunton, and 
canon of Wells, is the preſent incumbent, 


The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and is a large handſome and light fabrick, 
conſiſting of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ailes, and two chapels. At the weſt end 


of the ſouth aile is a well-built el tower, 72 feet high, containing a clock and 
five bells. 


On the ſouth ſide of the chancel is a ſtately tomb, whereon lies the effigy of Sir 
George Sydenham, in armour; beſide him lie his two wives; and at their feet on an 
upright ſtone is another female kneeling, with three infants ſwaddled like mummies 
lying before her. This Sir George Sydenham was ſon of John Sydenham, eſq; by 
Alice his wife, daughter of William Hoby, of Hales in the county of Glouceſter, eſq. 
He was a major in the army of King Charles I. and died Jan. 17, 1661-2, His firſt 
wife was Suſan, daughter and at length coheir of John Sydenham, of Combe, eſqʒ 
his ſecond wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Gilbert, of the South-Hams in the 


county of Devon, eſq. Sir John Sydenham, brother of this Sir George, was the firſt 


baronet of this family, who died in 1642. The ſouth ſide of the tomb abovementioned 


reaches into the ſouth chapel, in which is the vault of the family of Muſgrave; and at 


the eaſt end thereof is a large mural monument of white, grey, and Fertln marble, 
having two tablets with the following inſcriptions: 


ce In the vault under this ile lyes the body of Thomas Muſgrave; eſa; who dyed a 
bachelor in the 89th. year of his age. He was a gentleman penſioner to King William 
and Queen Mary, in univerſal eſteem for his obliging behaviour, and for his great affec- 
tion to his relations, ſincerity to his friends, integrity as well as charity to all perſons and 
parties. He was inferior to none. He loſt his eye- ſight twelve years before his death, 
and bore that affliction with great patience, continuing chearful and kind to all about 


him to the laſt moments of his life, which he exchanged for a better the gth of Jan. 
1723.” Arms, Azure ſix annulets, or. 


= Taxat, Temporal, » Excerpt, e Regiſt, Wellen. * Taxat, Spiritual. 55 
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cc Tn the vault under this ile lyes the body of George Muſgrave, eſq; who departed 
this life in the 42d year of his age. He was colonel of the militia, and juſtice of the 
peace for this county, poſſeſſed of every accompliſhment both of nature and education. 
A moſt firm patriot, an indulgent huſband, a tender father, agreeable companion, 
and generous maſter. Never known to diſſemble his principles, to diſown his friend, or 
to pervert juſtice, He married Mary third daughter of Edward Clark, of Chipley in 
this county, eſq; whom he Jeft with two ſons and two daughters, all young, to mourn 
his loſs, and dyed univerſally lamented the 8th of Sept. 1724.—In the ſame vault lieth 
interred the body of the above-mentioned Mary, widow of George Muſgrave, eſq; ſhe 
died May 2d, 17 39, aged 52. In the diſcharge of her duty as a wife, parent, miſtreſs, 
friend, neighbour, and chriſtian, few equalled, 1 none excelled ber. She lived beloved, 
and died lamented.” 


On the ſouth wall is an elegant mural monument of white, grey, a Sienna marble, 
| Inſcribed, —< In the family vault near this place reſt the remains of George Muſgrave, 
of Nettlecombe in this county, eſq; who, in the year 1740, married Catherine eldeſt 
daughter of Sir John Chicheſter, of Youlſtone in the county of Devon, bart. and died 
Feb. 13, 1741-2, in the 25th year of his age, leaving one ſon and one daughter. —[n 
the ſame vault lieth interred Thomas Muſgrave, eſq; his ſon; who died alſo in the 25th 
year of his age, Jan. 8, 1766, unmarried. To perpetuate the memory of both father 
and brother, Juliana Muſgrave hath cauſed this monument to be erected.“ Arms, 
Muſgrave, impaling checky or and gules, a chief vaire; Chicheſter, 


On the ſame wall is an upright ſtone, with an inſcription to George Muſgrave, ech | 
who died Nov. 29, 1721, aged 73. X 


On a pillar at the bottom of the nave is a marble monument to the memory. of | 
Thomas Rich, of Hartrow, eſq; who died April 3o, 1727, aged 24. 


In the north chapel is an old tomb, under which lies buried James Cade, gent. ks 
died Jan. 10, 1655. And near it is a flat ſtone, whereon is the portraiture of a female 
engraved in braſs holding a prayer-book, and an inſcription to the memory of Margery - 
Windham, wife of Edmund Windham, of Kentsford, eſq; who died March 15, 1585. 


In the church-yard ſtands an ancient croſs. 


Here is an alms-houſe founded by one of the Sydenham family for fix poor widows, 
who are paid 11d. a week in ſummer, and 12d. in winter each, out of the eſtate of 
Combe-Sydenham. There is alſo another charity of 151, per annum, given by divers 
benefactors, to the ſecond poor of this pariſh for ever. 
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Els is a ſmall market- town, of three ſtreets, built in the form of a V, containing 
about one hundred and fix houſes, eight miles weſt from Bridgwater, and twelve 

north from Taunton, ſituated at the foot of Quantock-hills, on a rivulet, which paſſing 
through Fiddington falls into the Bridgwater river at Combwick. The market is held 
on Tueſdays, and a fair for cattle the 18th of September. There is a ſmall but neat 
market-croſs, of an octangular form, ſtanding on eight ſmall round pillars, with a 
clock, dial-plate, and bell; which bell is uſually rung to proclaim the commencement 
_ of divine ſervice, the church ſtanding a quarter of a mile from the town. 


The town of Stowey is a reputed borough, the inhabitants whereof anciently held 
their houſes and lands of the caſtle of Stowey by burgage. The caſtle ſtood on a hill 
to the weſtward of the town, and near it was a church, dedicated to St. Michael; but 


both are now ruined, fo that no veſtiges remain of either but the caſtle-ditch ; the ſite 
of the caſtle being paſture ground. 


At the time of the general ſurvey Stowey belonged to Ralph de Pomerei: 


<c Ralph de Pomerei holds SrAWEI, and Beatrix of him. Almer held it in the time 
ec of King Edward, and gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is three carucates. 
& In demeſne are two carucates, and three ſervants, and one villane, and four cottagers. 
There are two acres of meadow, and fix acres of wood, and paſture half a mile long, 
cc and four furlongs broad. It was and is worth twenty ſhillings.”” 


Soon after, it was the poſſeſſion of Robert de Candos, a Norman, who came into 
England with William the Conqueror. This Robert, being a perſon of a warlike diſ- 
poſition, and according to the habit of thoſe days inordinately avaricious of military 
acquiſitions, ſoon after his ſettling in theſe parts, went over into Wales, and there con- 
_quered the territory of Caerleon, which before had belonged to Owen-Van; and aſter- 
wards there, on his own demeſne ſo acquired, founded the priory of Goldclive, endowed 
it with a large tract of land lying about it, as alſo with the manor of S:/ver* in this 
neighbourhood, afterwards called from this circumſtance Monk-Silver, the manor of 
Preſton | in this county, and the manor of Membury in Devonſhire, together with all the 
churches of which he had the advowſon, and the tithes and glebe thereunto belonging, 
of which churches, Stowey, Woolavington, Puriton, and Monk-Silver, were part. 
This Robert the founder, and Iſabella his wife, were buried in the conventual church 
of Goldclive. He died in 11 20, but his. wife ſurvived him, and augmented the endow- 
ment of the priory. In the chronicle of the abbey of Tewkſbury, he is ſaid to have 
had three ſons, Robert, Roger, and Godard; but from the charter of King John, rati- 
fying all the grants to the priory of Goldclive, it is certain he had a ſon called Walter, 
with whoſe permiſſion all the grants of the ſaid Iſabella, particularly thoſe of lands in 


A copper-mine was heretofore wrought under the caſtle-hill, but has been tor ſome years diſcontinued, 
Lib. Domeſday, See page 534. gs 
this 
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this county, were made. Hence it may be preſumed, he was his eldeſt ſon and heir. 
He beſtowed a carucate of land in Stowey on the ſaid priory. 


After Walter is Maud de Candos, probably his daughter and heir. This lady had 
Stowey, and eleven knights“ fees in this county, all which, 12 Henry II. were enjoyed 


by Philip de Columbers her huſband. 32 Henry II. ſhe accounted for the ſame in her 
on right, her huſband being then dead. 5 Ric. I. ſhe paid a fine of forty marks that 


ſhe might not be married againſt her will: ſhe continued many years a widow, and in 


all her deeds retained her paternal name, both at the time of and after her coverture, 


as was uſual when the wife's quality was greater than that of the huſband. She had 
three ſons, Philip, William de Columbers of Woolavington, and Henry. Philip the 
eldeſt ſon died 18 Joh. leaving iſſue, by Cecilia de Vernai his wife, another Philip, 
who was knighted in Gaſcony 26 Henry III. 32 Henry III. he obtained a licence 
from the King to make a park at Stowey, and to have free-warren in his manors of 


Stowey, Honibere, and Woolavington. He died 41 Henry III. and was ſucceeded 


by Philip his ſon, who 38-Henry III. in his father's life-time, was in the King's ſervice 
in Gaſcony, and dying 5 Edw. I. without iſſue, the eſtate became the inheritance of his 


brother John de Columbers. Which John 10 Edw. I. was in the expedition againſt 
Llewellyn prince of Wales.“ 22 Edw. I. he had ſummons with other great men to 
attend and adviſe the King, touching the hoſtilities then committed by the French, and 
ſoon after was commanded to attend the King into Gaſcony. It ſeems that he revolted 


to the French; fot which all his lands were ſeized, but ſoon after reſtored, His ſeal 


was a bend with a label in chief, in which he differed from his anceſtors, who till that 


time always ſealed with a dove fitting on a buſh. 32 Edw. I. he obtained a licence for 
a market every Tueſday at the town of Stowey, as alſo a fair yearly on the eve and day 


of the Nativity of the Bleſſed. Virgin. After which he was in the Scottiſh wars, and 


died 34th of the ſame reign, leaving iſſue by Alice his wife (daughter and coheir of Sir 
Stephen de Penceſter, warden of the Cinque-ports) Philip, and John, who died unmar- 


ried, Stephen, and two daughters. Philip, his eldeſt ſon, 15 Edw. II. was ſummoned to 
attend with the Earl of Lancaſter, and other great Lords, at Doncaſter, in order to 


ſettle the peace of the realm; and the ſame year was one of thoſe who had the King's 


orders to diſcourage tumultuous meetings, and the falſe and malicious reports which 
had been raiſed againſt the King and the publick peace. 18 Edw. II. he was, with 
many great Lords, Biſhops, and Abbots, ſummoned to attend the King at Portſmouth, 


in order to adviſe him touching his paſſage into Gaſcony. 1 Edw. III. he was ſum- 


moned to the expedition inte Scotland againſt Robert de Brus, and his adherents. 


13 Edw. III. he was commiſſioned with the Earl of Devon to guard the weſtern 
coaſts, in which year he died; having been ſummoned to all the parliaments from 


10 Edw. II. to. 13 Edw. III. incluſive. He married Alianor ſiſter and coheir of 


William Martin, lord of the manors of Barnſtaple, Combe-Martin, and other great 
poſſeſſions in Devonſhire; but had no children. It ſeems that by certain deeds he 
made his ſaid wife in his life-time joint tenant with him in the greateſt part of his lands, 
which, on her ſurviving him, accrued to her and her heirs. She died 17 Edw. III. and 
was buried with her huſband in the priory of Barnſtaple, where an obit was kept for 
them the 7th day of February, | 

* Seals from ancient Deeds, * Cart. 32 Edw. I. n. 19. On 
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On her death, James lord Audley, ſon of Nicholas lord Audley, and Joan counteſs 
of Lincoln, her ſiſter, became heir not only to the great poſſeſſions which deſcended to 
her from the family of Martin, but alſo to this manor of Stowey, and other lands of 

the Lord Columbers. This James lord Audley was a perſon of the higheſt eminence 
and merit; being captain of Berwick, lord-warden of the marches of Wales, captain of 
Aquitaine under the Black Prince, and great ſeneſchal of Poictou. He was one of the 
plenipotentiaries for ſettling the treaty of Brittany, and one of the founders, or firſt 
' twenty-four companions, of the order of the garter. The ſucceſs of the battle of 
Poictiers was in great meaſure attributed to this Lord Audley. He died 9 Ric. II. 
having been twice married. His firſt wife was Joan daughter of Roger Mortimer 
carl of March, by whom he had Sir James Audley, who died at Poictiers 43 Edw. III. 
. Nicholas, Roland,' and Roger, which two laſt died unmarried; likewiſe two daughters, 
Joan, wife of Sir John Touchet, and Margaret, wife of Sir Roger Hillary, kne. His 
ſecond wife's name was Iſabella, Nicholas, his ſurviving ſon and heir, married Eliza- 
beth daughter of Alice de Beaumont counteſs of Buchan. He was in all the French 
wars from 33 to 40 Edw. III. In 5 Ric. II. he was juſtice of South-Wales, having in 
ſeveral commiſſions been appointed with his father to take care of the fortreſſes and 
the defence of thoſe parts. He died 15 Ric. II. without iſſue, whereupon the family 
' inheritance became divided between Lady Margaret Hillary his ſiſter, and Sir ow 
Touchet, grandſon of Joan his other ſiſter. 


Sir John Touchet bore the title of Lord Audley 4 Henry IV, in which year he 
was employed in the defence of Wales againſt Owen Glendower, and eſpecially en- 
Joined to guard his own caſtle of Llanymdovery, on pain of forfeiting it and the 
demeſnes belonging thereto. 8 Henry IV. he was one of thoſe who put their hands 

and ſeals to the act of ſucceſſion paſſed that year in parliament. He died 10 Hen. IV. 
leaving iſſue James his ſucceſſor, Iſabel wife of John Vernai of Fairfield, and Joan wife 
of Sir John Luttrell; which James, during the reigns of Henry V. and VI. was em- 
ployed in the French wars, being a perſon greatly eſteemed for, his military knowledge. 
Being attached to the Houſe of Lancaſter, he was commanded to raiſe forces in Shrop- 
ſhire and Staffordſhire to oppoſe the Earl of Saliſbury, to whom giving battle at Blore- 
heath, he was with moſt of his men lain 37 Henry VI. In conſideration of his ſervices 
John his ſon and heir had livery of all his lands 38 Henry VI. and was in great eſteem 
with Edw. IV. and Ric. III. and by them employed in many important commiſſions 
both in peace and in war. 1 Ric. III. he was entruſted with the office of treaſurer of 
the exchequer. He died 6 Henry VII. and was ſucceeded by Sir James Touchet, 
who was in his father's life-time made knight of the Bath, at the creation of Edward 
prince of Wales. He is repreſented to have been a ſtrenuous aſſerter of the liberty of 

the ſubject, and the welfare of the kingdom; as a proof of which, he 8 Henry VII. 
together with the Earls of Shrewſbury and Oxford, ſigned a petition to the King to con- 
clude a peace with France, ſetting forth the great hazard and expence of war, and the 
uncertainty of allies. 11 Henry VII. he oppoſed the granting a ſubſidy in parlia- 
ment; which being however granted, and the Corniſh men riſing in arms on the col- 
lecting thereof, and marching towards London, he put himſelf at their head ac Wells, 
their intention, as they ſaid, being not to harm the King or ſubject, but only to petition 
: the 
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the removal of ſuch as had been the occaſion of the grievance. Theſe petitioners 
being routed at Blackheath, the ſaid Lord Audley was taken and executed on Tower- 
hill, June 28, 1497, and was buried in the Black-Friars near Ludgate. This Lord 
Audley reſided chiefly at Stowey, and at the time of the Corniſh inſurrection was build- 
ing a manor-houſe on the ſpot where the preſent court-houſe "ſtands, which on his 
attainder fell to ruin, $5 Henry VIII. John his ſon was reſtored to ſuch of his father's 
lands as had not been granted away-by Henry VII. and among them to the manor of 
Stowey; but the manor-houſe and the demeſnes had been before that time leaſed to 
Francis Throckmorton, eſq; and his aſſigns, for a term of ſixty years; on which 
account this Lord Audley fold the caſtle, with a large tract of ground lying to the 
weſt of the court-houſe, and ſeveral other conſiderable parcels of this manor, in fee. 
Towards the latter end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, on the expiration of the leaſe | 
to Mr. Throckmorton, George lord Audley, grandſon to John, repaired part of the old 
houſe, and ſometimes reſided here in the beginning of the reign of James IJ. Which 
George, by letters patent bearing date Sept. 6, 1617, was created Earl of Caſtle haven 
in the kingdom of Ireland, and made governor of the Netherlands; and by Lucy his 
wife, daughter of Sir James Mervin, knt. had iſſue Mervin his ſucceſſor, who ſold this 
eſtate to Angel Grey, of Kingſton-Maureward in the county of Dorſet, eſq; in whoſe | 
time the ancient family ſeat here was made a garriſon for King Charles I. and by the 
rebels burnt to the ground. He was ſucceeded in this eſtate by George Grey his ſon 
and heir, who left ſeveral daughters coheireſſes to his eſtates. Edward Top, of 
Stockton in the county of Wilts, eſq; having married Chriſtiana one of theſe coheireſſes, 
purchaſed the other ſiſters' ſhares, and thus became poſſeſſed of the whole manor, which 
was afterwards ſold to Robert Everard, eſq; and is now the property of Robert Everard 
Balch, of St. Audries, eſq. 


The caſtle, and part of the demeſnes, called the Red-deer park, were 20 Henry VIII. 
the poſſeſſion of Edward Walker, eſq; a younger ſon of John Walker, of Crayſthorne 
in the county of Stafford, eſq; probably the purchaſer. from Lord Audley. This 
Edward had alſo the farm of Rotobear in this pariſh, and lands of great value in many 
other parts of this county; but he reſided always at Stowey. 


The church of Stowey, valued in 1292 at ſeven marks,* was given by Robert de 
Candos to the cathedral of Wells, on which account it is now a peculiar of the Dean's; - 
but the tithes and advowſon always belonged to the priory of Goldclive. The advow- 
ſon is now veſted in the church of Windſor, which, upon the diſſolution of that priory, 
had all the lands belonging to it in this county. The preſent incumbent is the Rev. 
Richard Stephens. The vicarage is endowed with the great tithes. 


| The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and is a ſubſtantial pile ſeventy feet in length, 
and eighteen in breadth, having at the weſt end-an embattled tower 70 feet high, with : 
a turret at one corner and ſix bells, 


Robert Parſons, the noted jeſuit, was born here A. D. 1546 
On a black frame by the pulpit, is inſcribed, . 
« 29 * 1689. Charles Steynings, of Holnicot, eſq; hath now given unto the 
poor of Nether-Stowey the ſum of ten pounds, to be put to intereſt, and the profits 


' MS. Palmer, © Taxat, Spiritual. 
Vol. III. i 4B thereof 
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thereof to be annually and equally diſtributed by the mutual conſent of the owner or 
occupier of his farm and overſeers of the pariſh, upon the 5th day of November for ever, 
unto 2, 3, 4, or 6 poor widowers of either ſex that do not receive any weekly relief.“ 


On another frame is inſcribed, 


ce Mr, John Hodges, of Eaſt-Quantoxhead, gave to the poor of this pariſh and 
"Evilcheſter, the yearly profits of two tenements, called Moreſberd and Pophams- 
Hurſt, both in Cannington, for all the reſidue of the ſeveral terms mentioned in the 
leaſes, to be diſtributed yearly by the miniſter. and ſix honeſt and ſubſtantial men of 
each pariſh, upon the 20th of December, between twelve poor perſons of each pariſh, 
as do not receive relief.” | 


Part of the will of the Rev. Mr. Cook, late rector of Spaxton. 


ce Item. I do direct and appoint the ſaid feoffees to pay or cauſe to be paid out of 
the ſaid lands three pounds yearly unto the miniſter, churchwardens and overſeers of 
the poor of the pariſh of Nether-Stowey for the time being, to be by them beſtowed in 
bread, and weekly and proportionably diſtributed during the term of one thouſand 
years, unto ſuch poor inhabitants of Stowey aforeſaid as are known to have lived an 
honeſt, civil, and laborious life, and have conſtantly reſorted to the ſaid pariſh-church 
to hear divine ſervice; wherefore, I do earneſtly deſire, require, and ſolemnly charge, 
the ſaid feoffees, to take ſpecial care that the bread which is ordained for the relief of 
the children of Gop, and of the poor members of Chriſt, be not caſt unto dogs and 
limbs of the devil.” 
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S a pariſh ſix miles northeaſt from Dulverton, and eight weſt from Wiveliſcombe, 
having the pariſh of Brompton-Regis on the weſt, Huiſh-Champflower on the eaſt, 
and Skilgate on the ſouth. It conſiſts of about forty houſes, the greateſt part of which 
are farms, and in a ſcattered ſituation. The lands are moſtly paſture, and the ſoil a ſtone- 
ruſh; there are about four hundred acres of common land, very dry and good for ſheep. 
There is plenty of rough building-ſtone of a reddiſh, ruſt. colour, although but very 
little of it is uſed; the croſs roads being mere ditches, and no wheel-carriages uſed. A 
ſpring riſing on Brendon-hill forms a rivulet, which traverſes this pariſh, and Joins the 
river Ex near Exbridge. Another ſmall ſtream runs through the eaſtern part of the 
pariſh in its way to the ſame river. The manor, which is not accounted for in the 
general ſurvey, having been probably involved in ſome adjacent lordſhip, is now the 
property of Sir Thomas Dyke Acland, bart. ; 


Another manor, called BiTTERCL1ee, belongs to Sir John Davie, bart. 


The hamlet of BrTTIscomse, ſituated two miles towards the ſoutheaſt, was anciently - 
the poſſeſſion of the Bratton family. 


By 
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By an inquiſition taken after the deceaſe of Thomas Bratton, 38 Henry VI. it was 
found that he died ſeized of the manors of Bittelſcombe and Bratton, both held of 
James. Luttrell, eſq; with lands and tenements in Wichanger in the pariſh of Luccombe, 
Wydon, Allerford, and Puriton in the pariſh of Minehead, John Bratton being his next 
heir." In this hamlet was a chapel, 


To the northeaſt is the hamlet and tithing of COOKSLEY, 72 manor whereof is the 
property of Mr. Blake, of Minehead. | | 


The tithes of Upton belonged anciently to the priory of St. Nicholas, of Barlinch, 
and with the chapel of Bittiſcombe, and lands there and in Upton, were granted 37 
Henry VIII. to John Charles, and Richard Parker, to be held of the manor of Dul- 
verton. The benefice is a curacy in the deanery of Dunſter: the Rev. John Clendon 
is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is ated to St. James, ſtands nearly on the top of a hill at the 
weſt end of the pariſh, and commands a fine proſpect over a very romantick country. 
It is a ſmall fabrick of one pace ſixty-fix feet long, and thirteen wide, and has at its 
weſt end a tower containing three bells. 

The annual chriſtenings in this pariſh are 5, the burials 3, on an average. 


* Eſc. d Pat. 37 Hen. VIII. p. 2. 
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HIS pariſh is ſituated upon the river Ex, ſix miles northweſt. from Dulverton, in 

a ſmall deep cove, ſurrounded by lofty hills, fringed variouſly with rocks and 
woods, The rock is a kind of ruſt-coloured ſlate, and moſt of the lands are meadow 
and paſture. There are two hamlets: 1. YaRLEYComsE, ſtanding half a mile ſouth- 
ward from the village, and containing three houſes; and 2. NokTHERN-MiLL, a mile 
towards the north, containing five houſes. 


Before the Conqueſt the manor of Winesford was poſſeſſed by Toſti, fourth ſon of 
Godwin carl of Kent, who was created Earl of Northumberland by King Edward the 
Confeſſor A. D. 1056.* This Toſti being; by reaſon of his barbarous uſage of the 
Northumbrians, expelled the country, and afterwards ſlain fighting in the army of the 
Norwegians at Stanford-bridge ; all his poſſeſſions came to King Harold, and after his 


death on the field of Haſtings to William duke of Normandy, whoſe territory here is 
thus deſcribed: 


The King holds WixesrorRD. Earl Toſti held it in the time of King Edward, 
ce and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is ſixty carucates. Thereof is in 
« demeſne half a hide, and there are two carucates, and nine ſervants, and thirty-eight 
ce villanes, and two Lg with thirteen ploughs. There is a mill of ſix-pence 

* Dugd. Bar. i. 5. 
4 B 2 hs rent, . 
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ce rent, and eight acres of meadow, and forty acres of wood. Paſture four miles long, 
ce and two miles broad. It renders ten pounds and ten ſhillings of white money. 


« To this manor is added half a hide. Three thanes held it in the time of King 
ce Edward, and ſerved the bailiff of the manor by a cuſtomary rent without being put 


ce to farm. The arable is four carucates. There are three villanes, and twenty-three 
ce cottagers. It renders twenty ſhillings.” 


From a very early date this manor was held by the family of de Ripariis or Rivers, 


whence it acquired the name of Vinsford-Rivers. 7 Edw. I. John de Ripariis held the 


hamlet of Wynesford of Amicia counteſs of Lifle, by the ſervice of one knight's fee.“ 
To which John ſucceeded William de Ripariis his ſon and heir, who was father of 
Richard de Ripariis, lord of this manor 17 Edw. II.“ In the time of Henry VI. 
the manor belonged to Joan the heireſs of the laſt Lord Cobham; and 37 Henry VIII. 
it was granted to Edward earl of Hertford,* being of the annual value of 51. 118. 7d. 


Another manor in Winsford is from its ancient lords denominated JVinsford-Boſun, 
or Boſing, which 26 Edw. I. belonged to Stephen Beaumond. After which it became 


veſted in the family of Chedder, and paſſed by a coheireſs to Sir John Newton, and by 


his ſon's daughter and coheireſs to Sir Thomas Griffin, knt. Both theſe manors are 


now the property of Sir Thomas Dyke Acland, bart, 


To the north of Winsford are the ancient though now depopulated vills of QuARUu- 


K1TxoR, and QuaRum-Movunceaux, having their additional denominations from their 
reſpective owners. Theſe manors are thus recited in the Norman ſurvey: 


ce Mainfrid holds of William [de Mohun] Coarme. Ailward held it in the time of 
ce King Edward, and gelded for half a hide. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne 
ce js one carucate, with one ſervant, and five villanes, and four cottagers, with one 
ce plough. There is one acre of meadow, and ten acres of wood. Paſture five furlongy 
ce long, and five broad. It was formerly worth ſeven ſhillings, now fifteen ſhillings'”s 


* Godebold holds of the King, Caxms. Albriet held it in the time of King 
te Edward, and gelded for three virgates of land. The arable is three carucates. In 


te demeſne is one carucate, with one ſervant, and -three villanes, with one cottager. 


There are three acres of meadow, and fifty acres of paſture, It was formerly worth 


« twenty ſhillings. Now it is worth ten ſhillings.” 


Quarum- Kitnor is ſometimes called in the records Begger-Quarme; under which 
name the manor was held 26 Edw. I. by William de Kytenore, of Kitenor in the ad- 
Jacent hundred of Carhampton. Quarum-Mounceaux was poſſeſſed by the family of 


| Mounceaux for ſeveral generations. 26 Edw. I. William de Mounceaux held it, and 


after him Simon de Mounceaux. 7 Henry VI. Richard Hankeford, William Dodiſham, 
John Vycory, Thomas Clyne, and John Lokeyerd, held ſeparately half a knight's fee 


in Quarum- Mounceaux, which the heirs of William de Mounceaux formerly held." 


The church of Winsford was appropriated to the priory of Barlinch, and valued in 
1292 at twelve marks; the vicarage at ſeven marks ten ſhillings; and the prior had an 


eLib. Domeſday, _<* Eſc. © Ibid, * Pat, 37 Hen. VIII. p. 1. ' MS. Valor. 
© Lib. Domeſday, = Ibid. perambul. Foreſt, bid. | Lib. Feod, Ibid. 
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annual penſion out of it of ten ſhillings.” The vicarage was endowed in 1281 with all 
the tithes of wool, lambs, chicken, heifers, pigs, geeſe, cheeſe, butter, flax, honey, and 
all other {mall tithes, as well as the oblations and obventions belonging to the altar 
of the ſaid church, together with mortuaries, and the tithe of all mills lying within the 
pariſh, and all the tithe of hay, except on the rector's demeſnes. The vicar was further 
allotted a croft lying between the parſonage-court and the water of Ex, with the chap- 
lain's houſe ſituated in the ſaid croft, and a long ox-ſtall ſituated without the ſaid croft, 
together with paſture for all kinds of animals in the common paſtures of the pariſhioners, 
but to receive no tithe of animals belonging to the prior and convent; to pay to the 
faid prior and convent ten ſhillings yearly on the feaſt of the Circumciſion, and to 


ſuſtain all ordinary charges; of the extraordinary, two parts to be ſuſtained by the prior 
and convent, and the third by the vicar.* 


This vicarage was augmented in 1453 as follows: The vicar and his ſucceſſors were 
aſſigned certain parcels of land, formerly part of the rectorial glebe, containing fix 
crofts with a meadow; which meadow and three of the crofts were ſituated on the ſouth. 
ſide between the King's highway leading from Winsford-Boſun to the village of 
Exford, and the water of Ex; and the other three crofts were ſituated between the ſaid 
highway and the tenement of Richard King, of Northcote, and Virſdon common on the 
north. The vicar to pay for the ſaid parcels every year to the ſaid prior and convent 
eighteen ſhillings, and for fines,” heriots, and all other ſervices, two ſhillings. The vicar 
alſo to have all the tithe of hay accruing from the rectorial demeſne, and according to 
an ancient cuſtom to find two proceſſional wax-candles at his own expence.” 


The patronage of this living is in Emanuel-college, Cambridge; the Rev. James 
Slade is the preſent incumbent. | 


The church ſtands on a little eminence in the middle of the valley wherein the vil- 
lage is ſituated, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and north and ſouth ailes. At the weſt 
end is an embattled tower, fourſcore feet high, with a turret at one corner, and five bells. 


The annual average number of chriſtenings is 3, of burials 2. 


* Taxat, Spiritual, ® Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. o Ibid. 
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N the former part of the ſecond volume of this work* it has been remarked, that 
ſeveral places originally derived their names from the particular ſpecies of trees 
with which they principally abounded. This of Withypool muſt be ranked as one of 
them, being ſituated in a low valley upon the river Barle, whoſe banks are overhung 
with willows, and which, ruſhing over a rocky bottom, makes a ſound like that reſem- 


bling a perpetual water-fall. Upon this river are two ſtone bridges, one called Lanacre- 
bridge; the other in the village of Withypool. 
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This is the fartheſt pariſh in the hundred weſtward, and its ſituation is full of the 
wildeſt ſcenery: the hills are very lofty; ſome of them cultivated, and others heath or 
waſte land, covered with fern and wild thyme, with many whortleberry plants and 
curious moſſes. A track winds beautifully along the ſlope of theſe heights, over- 
looking the receſſes of the dell, which is divided into fine paſtures. Here no carts nor 
waggons are ever uſed, the roads being impaſſable for wheel carriages, and ſcarcely 
pervious for horſes. 


During the time of Edward the Confeſſor the greater part of this pariſh was in the 
poſſeſſion of the foreſters of the adjacent foreſt of Exmoor; but William the 85 
gave their poſſeſſions to Robert de Odberville, one of his followers: 


« The ſame Robert holds half a hide in WIpEPOLLE. Three foreſters held it in the 
ce time of King Edward. The arable is four carucates; for which Robert paid twenty 
ce ſhillings to the King's farm at Winesford. Now it is proved to be thane-land.”” 


From which family of Odberville theſe lands came to that of Wrotham; but in the 
time of Edw. I. we find that the village of Withypool was partly held by Richard le 
Kynge, and partly by the abbeſs of the Benedictine nunnery of Wilton in the county 
of Wilts." It is now alſo divided; but the chief manor is the property of Thomas 
Stawel, eſq. 


The living is a curacy in the deanery of Dunſter ; the Rev. Henry Churley Manley 
is patron and incumbent. It is a chapel to Hawkridge. 


The church is ſmall, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, and north ale. At the weſt end 
ſtands an embattled tower, in which are four bells. 


* 


In this pariſh are 30 houſes, and 170 inhabitants. 


d Lib. Domeſday. « This Robert had one yardland which Dodo held freely 10 the time of King Edward. 
„This was added to Dol vERTOx E, the King's manor. Now it is adjudged thane-land. It is worth ten 
ce ſhillings.” Ibid, ; ; 
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HIS Hundred, compoſed of a vaſt variety of hill and dale, barren rock and 

| fertile ſod, lies on the Briſtol Channel, between the hundred of Portbury on the 
north, and that of Bemſtone on the ſouth, and comprehends within its limits 

a conſiderable part of the Mendip hills, It had its name from the ancient but now 
depopulated village of Winter/toke; as that had from a remarkable ſpot called IAlint⸗ 
Hill in the pariſh of Banwell, where, according to tradition, a bloody battle was fought 
between the Saxons and the Danes; the memory whereof is retained in the appellation 


of the place, Fin in the Saxon language ſignifying a battle, and Y incehr coc, the place 
of the tower of battle. 


The fee of this hundred was anciently in the crown; but afterwards was held be 
royal grant,* with wreck of ſea and divers other liberties, by the Biſhops of Bath and 
Wells, in whom it remained till Biſhop Barlow in the time of Edward VI. alienated it 
to Edward Duke of Somerſet. The profits of the hundred were then eſtimated at 
gl. gs. 4d. per annum. By the Duke's attainder it came to the crown, and was granted 
to Sir Edward Seymour, knt. the Duke's eldeſt ſon, who 16 May, 4 and 5 Phil. and 


Mary, fold it to Sir John Thynne, knt.* anceſtor of the Marquis of Bath, the preſent 
lord of this hundred. 


It contains twenty-ſix pariſhes. 


* Mag. Rot. 14 Hen, III, > MS, Valor. © Pat. 6 Edw. VI. p. 9. Licence to alienate. 
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Als is an ancient borough and market - town, ſeated in a rich champaign country, 

under the ſouthweſt ridge of Mendip- hills, ſeventeen miles ſouthweſt from Briſtol, 
and the ſame diſtance northeaſt from Bridgwater. The river Ax divides the pariſh 
from Over-Weare, and running under a wooden bridge ſupported by ſtone piers on the 
foundation of a more ancient fabrick, gives this place its appellation. The town is 
formed of one principal ſtreet, which is half a mile in length, and runs in a winding 
direction nearly from eaſt to weſt. At the eaſt end are the market-houſe and ſhambles, 
the former of which was erected in the year 1757. It has a good market for corn, 
ſheep, pigs, &c. on Saturday, and two fairs in the year, viz. the day after Candlemas, 
and Lady-day, for cattle, ſheep, and toys. The only manufacture is Enit hoſe, in 
which a great number of families are employed. - The whole number of houſes is about 
one hundred and ninety, and of inhabitants one thouſand. Acroſs the country hence 


there formerly went a Roman way towards Portbury and the Severn ſea. Here was 
a hunting chace of the Kings of England. 


Axbridge was anciently a borough by. preſcription, and at the Conqueſt had 1 
two burgeſſes, who paid ten ſhillings for the third penny of the county.“ During the 
reigns of the three firſt Edwards it ſent the following repreſentatives to parliament. 


23 Edw. I. Walter de la More, Henry le Chambre. 
7 Edw. II. Edward Jurdaine, Thomas Duſſzabel. 
15 Edw. II. Thomas Forreſter, William Att-Lande. 
16 Edw. II. Edward Jurdaine, William de Martinſey. 
17 Edw. III. Edward. Coke, William de Martinſey. 
After which it was by its own deſire excuſed this miſſion. 


Its ancient government was veſted: in a portreeve and aſſiſtant, in which office we 
find Geffrey de Axebruge and William Wider, ſo early as the reign of Henry II.* It 
Vas afterwards incorporated by the name of Mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, and the 
charter was confirmed by Henry VIII. Queen Elizabeth, and James I. The preſent 
members of the corporation are a mayor, recorder, /town-clerk, ten aldermen, and 

twenty-two burgeſſes, out of whom are choſen a ſheriff, ſerjeant at mace, and conſtables, 
The arms of the borough, as they are borne on the ſeal, are the Paſchal Lamb.- 


The borough of Axbridge is a tithing, as is alſo the Weſt-ſtreet of Axbridge, in 
which the corporation have twelve houſes, each whereof had a right of common on 
Croſs- moor before its incloſure by act of parliament in 1778. After that it had its 
proportionable allotment on leaſes of three lives renewable. The lands of the pariſh 
are wholly paſture and meadow, and 2 rich in general. 


Lib. Domedtay, | d Willis, f * Mag. Rot, 14 Hen. II. rot. 10. 1 
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The manor of Axbridge, with the adjacent manors of Chedder and Congreſbury, was 
both before, at, and after the Conqueſt, part of the demeſnes of the crown. In the 
middle period we find its ſtate as follows: 


« In ALSEBRUGE thirty-two burgeſſes pay [to the King] twenty ſhillings. There | 


ce are two mills of twelve ſhillings and ſix-pence rent, and three fiſheries of ten ſhil- 
ce lings rent, and fifteen acres of meadow. Paſture one mile long and as much broad. 
ce Tt renders twenty-one pounds and two-pence halfpenny per annum, of twenty-Pence 
© to the ore. Wood two miles long, and half a mile broad.“ 


About the year 1202, King John by his charter granted to Hugh de Welles, then 
archdeacon of Wells, but afterwards biſhop of Lincoln, the manors of Axbridge and 
Chedder, with the hundreds of Winterſtoke and Chedder, and with all their apperte- 


nances, liberties, and free-cuſtoms, in lands, tenants and rents, homages, reliefs, 


eſcheats, wardſhips, marriages, and all iſſues and profits whatſoever, to have and to 
hold in fee-farm to him, his heirs and aſſigns, of the King and his heirs, kings of 
England for ever, by the payment of twenty pounds per annum into the exchequer, in 
lieu of all ſervices and demands. What became of Chedder and Congreſbury will 
hereafter be ſhewn. This manor, with all its appertenances, except the ſuit of the 
out-hundred, the ſaid Hugh de Welles, before 1209, (the year in which he was ad- 
vanced to the biſhoprick of Lincoln) granted and confirmed to Thomas de Welles, 
otherwiſe called Wallis, his kinſman, to be held of him and his heirs by the annual 
payment of half a mark of ſilver. Which Thomas de Welles ſhortly after granted 
the town of Axbridge, with all its appertenances, to Maurice. de Gaunt, to have 
and to hold to him the ſaid Maurice, his heirs and aſſigns, of the ſaid Thomas and his 
heirs, as freely as the ſaid Hugh archdeacon of Wells had granted it to the ſaid Thomas 
de Wells, by the ſame ſervice of half a mark.“ Not long after which the abovenamed 
Maurice de Gaunt granted the town to Joceline biſhop of Bath, his heirs and aſſigns, 
remitting to the ſaid Biſhop all claim which he or his ſucceſſors had or could have in 
the ſaid premiſes. ' Which grant was augmented by the ſaid Hugh biſhop of Lincoln, 
with the releaſe of the ſuit of the hundred-court, the half mark paid by Thomas de 
Welles, and all other ſervices, and was ratified and confirmed by King Henry III. 
Notwithſtanding all which grants the manor, by reaſon of the various revolutions in po- 
liticks, and the derangement of epiſcopal Property, became in proceſs of time diſperſed 
and diſmembered; the royalty that remains being veſted in the corporation, 


The advowſon of the church of Axbridge was given by the abovementioned Hugh 
de Wells biſhop of Lincoln, to Joceline biſhop of Bath,* and has remained in his ſuc- 
ceſſors to this preſent day. A. D. 1292, it was valued at ſix marks and a half. It is 


rectorial, and is ſeated in the deanery of its name. The Rev. Thomas Gould is tlie 
preſent incumbene. 


The church ſtands on an eminence on the eaſt ſide of the market-place, and is a 


| handſome ſtructure i in the form of a croſs, conliſting of a nave, chaneel, north and ſouth 


Lib. Domeſday. Adam. de Domerham. ii. 496. © Ibid. 497. > Ibid, 
Ibid. In 1293 the temporalities of the Biſhop in Axbridge were rated at 131. 158. Taxat. Temporal. 
* Ibid. 496. Taxat. Spiritual. 
Vol. III. 4 C tranſept, 
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tranſept, north and-ſouth ſide- ailes, a chapel on each fide of the chancel, and a lofty well- 
built tower at the weſt end, containing a clock, chimes, and ſix bells. On the weſt fide 
of the tower, in a niche, ſtands the ſtatue of a King, with his ſceptre, and on the eaſt 
that of a prelate in his pontifical veſt, The communion-table has an elegant and very 
curious cloth, wrought with ſilk by Mrs. Abigail Prowſe, relict of John Prowſe, eſq; 


who was ſeven years in working it. 


In the chapel at the eaſt end of the north aile is a grand ſtone monument, in the 
middle of which in an oval receſs is the half-length figure of a man in a looſe black 
robe, and underneath on a tablet, an inſcription to the memory of William Provſe, eſq; 
who was buried March 31, 1670, aged 70. Arms, Sable, three lions rampant argent. 


On the north wall is an elegant mural monument of white marble, with the follow- 
ing inſcription: <« In hopes of a bleſſed reſurrection, here lies the body of John 
Prowſe, late of this town of Axbridge, eſq; his father was John Prowſe, eſq; who died 
In June 1688, and lies buried in the pariſh church of Compton-Biſhop, nephew and 

heir of William Prowſe, eſq; whoſe monument is ſeen in this church; and his mother 
was Anne eldeſt daughter and heireſs of Roger Newborough, of Berkley in this county, 
eſq. He had two wives; his firſt was Margaret daughter of William Bragge, of Sad- 
borough in the county of Devon, eſq; who died in. child-bed in December 1702, and 
was buried at Compton-Biſhop; and his ſecond was Abigail, (daughter of George lord 
Biſhop of this dioceſe) by whom he had Thomas, yet living, his only child. He had 
the honour to ſerve the Queen in this county, as juſtice of the peace, and colonel of 
the Bath regiment; and to be unanimouſly elected knight of the ſhire for the parlia- 
ment called in the year 1708 and in the diligent and faithful attendance on that ſervice 
he died of the ſmall-pox at Weſtminſter on the 4th day of April 1710, and in the 34th 
year of his age, much lamented. To the memory of her very affectionate and beloved 
huſband, Abigail his ſorrowful widow and executrix erected this monument in the year 
1712.“ Arms, 1. Argent, a chevron vert, between three bulls paſſant gules ; Bragge. 
2. Quarterly, firſt and fourth, Prowſe; ſecond and third or, three bends azure, within a 


bordure engrailed gules, Newborough. 3. Gyronny, or and ermine, over all a tower triple 
turreted, /able, Hooper. | 


562 


On the ſame wall is another monument of white marble, “ Sacred to the me- 
mory of Thomas Prowſe, eſq; the only ſon of John Prowſe and Abigail his wife; he 
was five times unanimouſly choſen knight of 'the ſhire for the county of Somerſet, and 
diſcharged his duty in parliament with ability, integrity, and honour. Though fre- 
quently ſolicited he never could be prevailed on to accept of any employment in the 
ſtate. He loved his country, and thought he could better ſerve it in his private inde- 
pendent ſtation. He was perfectly free from vanity or ambition; not conſcious himſelf 
of thoſe accompliſhments, and that diſtinguiſhed merit, which acquired him the eſteem 
of all who knew him. And ever attentive rather to promote the intereſt and happineſs 
of others than his own; he knew how to ſuffer adverſity, or to enjoy proſperity, with 
the ſame truly Chriſtian ſpirit, and to make the proper uſe of both. He was bleſſed 
with many opportunities of doing good, and met with uncommon returns of gratitude 
from thoſe of all ranks who experienced his generous friendſhip and extenſive charity. 


No 


Winterſtoke.] AX B RI D G E. 563 


No flattery ſhall ſtain his monument; but it would be unpardonable to lay down in 
ſilence one who was an ornament and a bleſſing not only to his family but to his 
country. After a long ſeries of ill health and patient ſuffering, in ſure and certain hope 
of a bleſſed reſurrection, he calmly reſigned his ſoul into the hands of Gop on the firſt 
of Jan. 1767, aged 59. Few have lived ſo greatly beloved, or died fo univerſally 
lamented. He married Elizabeth daughter of John Sharpe, eſq; of Grafton-park in 
Northamptonſhire, and by her had eight children, fix of whom lie buried near him: 
Eliza, horn Oct. 3o, 1736, died Jan. 21, 1742—Charles, born Jan. 21, 1747, died 
June 15, 1756—Eliza, born March 10, 1744, died March 19, 1746—Suſan, born 
May 27, 1742, died Feb. 17, 1758—John, who inherited all his father's virtues, ſoon 
followed his beloved ſiſter; he died Feb. 27, 1758, in the 24th year of his age. George, 
the only ſurviving ſon of Thomas Prowſe, died Aug. 25, 1767. After a blameleſs 
life of 30 years, he married Elizabeth daughter of the Rev. Dr. Thomas Sharp, arch- 
deacon of Northumberland, but had no child. Elizabeth, relict cf Thomas Prowſe, 
died June 18, 1780, aged 68, Her praiſe is anticipated by the above memorial com- 
poſed by herſelf to the merits of her family. She left this fmall ſpace to be filled by her 
ſurviving children; who, complying with her deſire, forbear any other tribute to the 
ptety and virtue of which her life and death exhibited the moſt ſhining example.” 
Arms, Quarterly, firſt and fourth, Prowſe; ſecond and third, Newborough. On 
an eſcutcheon of pretence, Quarterly, firſt and fourth azure, a pheon argent within a 
bordure or, charged with eight torteaux; _— ſecond and third party per feſle ermine 
and /able, a lion rampant or. 


On another mural monument of marble is this inſcription; — —< Sacred to the me- 
mory of Abigail Prowſe, widow of John Prowſe, eſq; and daughter of the Rev. Dr. 
George Hooper, who was biſhop of this dioceſe. She was one of the moſt accom- 
pliſned women of her time, admired for her excellent underſtanding, extenſive know- 
ledge, and agreeable manners, and beloved for her eminent piety. The early part of 
her life was dedicated to the care and education of her ſon; and ſhe lived to ſee the 
happy effects of that care in him and in his children. She died the 15th of November 
1763, in the 80th year of her age.” Arms, Prowſe quartered with Newborough ; over 
all on an eſcutcheon of pretence, Hooper. 


In the oppoſite chapel is a large mural monument of ſtone, containing within an 
"arched receſs the ſtatue of a female in mourning, kneeling on a cuſhion, and a ſmall 
reading deſk with a book on it before her. Underneath is an inſcription to Anne the 
wife of John Prowſe, eſq; who died May 10, A. D. 1668. Arms, Prowſe, ſingly. 


In the floor of the north aile are the portraitures in braſs of a man and woman 
kneeling, and under them this inſcription :——** jc jacent Rogerus Harper, 
quondã mercator iſtius ville, et Johanna uror ejus qui quidem Rogerus obijt 
xxii' die menſis Auguſti es ditta Joanna obijt eodem die ad menſem pcedentem 
Anno Dñi millimo ccccolxxxxiij'. Quorum atabus ꝑꝑiciet Deus. Amen.” 

Brxzracrioxs. © Thomas Bytheſea, gent. gave to this pariſh a legacy of xxs. 


yearly, viz. a noble to the church, a noble to the poor, and a noble for a ſermon 


to be preached on Chriſtmas-day. 
4C2 ce Richard 
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Rich. Goldwire gave xs. for an annual ſermon to be preached on the 5th of Auguſt, 


te Richard Durban, gent. gave xxs. yearly to this pariſh, viz. a noble to the church, 
a noble to the poor, and a noble for a ſermon on Nov. 5. 


« William Spearing, gent. (four times mayor of this borough) erected and gave the 
organ in this church, Anno Domini 1685; and alſo did ceile and beautify the chancel 
in 1672. Moreover he gave xs. for a ſermon yearly to be preached on Good-Friday. 


« Mrs. Ann Prowſe gave to this church a rich pulpit-cloth and cuſhion in the 
year 1689. 


e Mr. William Spearing aforeſaid gave lands in the pariſh of South-Brent to the 


yearly value of xxiil. to the uſe of the poor of this pariſh for ever, part of which legacie 
is weekly laid out in bread for eight poor people. 


« 1692. Mr. Thomas Anguer built and gave one ſeat in the weſt end of this 
church for the eight perſons to fit in which receive the bread. 


« An. Dom. 1701. Mr. Thomas Lovel, late of Axbridge, gave one ſilver flagon 
for the communion- table, and a new ſet of rails for the ſame. 


66 1715. - Mr. John Waters gave a ſilver ſalver for the communion. 


ce 1720. The ſum of 4321. was laid out in lands lying in the pariſh of Badgworth 
for the perpetual augmentation of this rectory, which ſum was raiſed by the contribu- 


tions of the undernamed benefactors: | ; . , 4 
c The bounty of Queen Anne of bleſſed memory 200 0 0 


The munificent Edward Colſton, eſq; — 100 


0 
« Mrs. Abigail Hooper, Mrs. Abigail Prowſe, and Thomas Prowſe, eſq; 30 0 
* The worſhipful corporation, the rector, and inhabitants of this borough 102 0 


1.4320 © 
te In 1720, Mrs. Abigail Prowſe 8 table, and a rich wrought table- cloth, for the 
communion. 


« In 1728, Mrs. Mary Dunſter gave the recs of 201. to be diſtributed at Lady- 
day to the ſecond poor for ever. 


ce In 1740, Mrs. Abigail Prowſe gave to this church an altar-piece and a new ſet 
of rails. 


« The Rev. Elias Rebotier, brother of the ve te Mary Dunſter, and late 
rector of this pariſh, in the year 1765, in order better to ſecure the payment of the in- 
tereſt of the a0l. above given by the ſaid Mrs. Dunſter, gave lands in the pariſh of 
Badgworth of the yearly value of 61. for the perpetual payment of the ſaid intereſt, and 
the reſidue of the ſaid eſtate to the ſecond poor of N aforeſaid for ever.“ 


Adjoining to the church- yard are divers ancient tenemènts, called the Church- houſes. | 
The average number of chriſtenings in this pariſh is 30, the burials 18, annually. 
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HIS village ftands on riſing ground in the moors, three miles ſouthweſt from 
Axbridge, and thirteen northeaſt from Bridgwater. In the time of -King 
Edward the Confeſſor this lordſhip was divided betwixt two tenants, one half thereof 
being held by Sahulf, and the other by Aluric ;* but at the Conqueſt it was the poſ- 


ſeſſion of Walter de Dowai lord of Bridgwater, and held under him by Fulcuin, as it 
is recorded: 


« Fulcuin holds of Walter, Ban wW RRE. Two thanes held it in the time of King 
« Edward [for two manors] and gelded for two hides. The arable is two carucates. 
ce In demeſne is one carucate, and two villanes, and eight cottagers, with one plough. 
There are nine acres of meadow. It was worth fifteen ſhillings, now twenty ſhillings.”” 


In the time of King Stephen the whole manor was in the poſſeſſion of Azor, ſur- 
named de Bageworth, whoſe fon William Fitz-Azor, 2 Henry II. paid one hundred 
ſhillings for livery of the lands of his inheritance in Badgworth,* all which reverting to 
the crown were given by King John to William de Hanton, ſon of William de Hanton 
and Agnes his wife, daughter of William de Mariſcis.* Which William de Hanton 
was ſucceeded by another William, who was lord of this manor 19 Henry III. and then 
accounted to the King in one goſhawk for the land of Baggeworth.* This manor 
became in proceſs of time denominated Nether-Badgworth, and was held for ſeveral 
deſcents by the ſame family of de Hantone, or Hampton, till it paſſed by an heir female 
to the Newtons.* 41 Eliz. Sir Henry Newton held the manor of Nether-Badgworth 
of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells by fealty, and a ſtork to be paid yearly for this manor 
and that of Nether-Weare.* Over or W:/t-Badgworth was held by the families of 
Burnel, Treys, Brook, Chedder, and Rodney. The preſent lord of the manor of 
Badgworth is Sir John Mordaunt, bart. | ; 


About a mile to the weſtward is the ancient hamlet of Taznick, or TuRnock, be- 
longing to this pariſh, although it lies in the tithing of Biddiſham," in the hundred of 
Bemſtone. This manor was held of the barony of Worleſton, and was ſucceſſively in 
the poſſeſſion of the families of Courtney, Zouch, Brook, Chedder, and Liſle; and 24 
Eliz. was granted to Edward earl of Hertford." 


The living of Badgworth was in 1 292 valued at twenty marks. It is a rectory in the 


deanery of Axbridge, and in the patronage of Sir John Mordaunt. The Rev. Robert 
Potter is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, according to Ecton, is dedicated to St. Congar, and is of one pace, 
having a tower at the weſt end, containing a clock and five bells. 
* Domeſday, Exon. » Lib. Domeſday. © Rot. Pip. 2 Hen. II. © Rot. Pip. 12 Joh. 
Rot. Pip. 19 Hen, III. f See Eaſt-Harptree. t Eſc. > See vol. i. p. 176, 
I Lib, Feod. Pat. 24 Eliz. p. g. Taxat. Spiritual. 
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On a grave: ſtone in the chancel floor is an inſcription to the Rev. George Wickham, 
rector of this pariſh near fifty years, who died July 9, 1720, aged 73. 


A little eaſtward of the church, a ſpring of mineral water iſſues out of a cavity, 
which ſeems formerly to have been made in ſearch of ore. This water is ſtrongly tinged 


with a yellowiſh and reddiſh ſcum, and has a chalybeate taſte. A rivulet is rand 
from it, which runs weſtward into the Ax, 


"RR N W 1 


S a large village ſituated on the north fide of Wint- bill, having a rich extenſive valley 
to the north and eaſt, five miles from the town of Axbridge, and ſixteen from the 
city of Briſtol. Its moſt ancient name was Banazvelli; which ſeems to have been com- 
pounded of the Britiſh Bann, deep, and TUeilgi, ſea, the waters of the Channel 
having once overſpread the valley above which the village ſtands. 


In early times there was in this place a notable monaſtery, founded by one of the 
Weſt-Saxon kings, over which King Alfred appointed his favourite Aſſer, ſuperinten- 
dant or abbot, and gave him this manor of Banwell.” This monaſtery being deſtroyed 
in the Daniſh wars, the place itſelf ſunk into oblivion, and nothing further occurs of 
it till it became the eſtate of Harold earl of Weſſex, who being baniſhed the realm for 
non- appearance before the great council convened by Edward the Confeſſor, that King 
ſcized this lordſhip, and gave it with ſeveral others of the ſaid Earl Harold's in theſe 


parts to Dudoco, the Lombardian biſhop of Wells, whoſe ſucceſſor Giſo enjoyed 
it at the time of the general ſurvey. 


e The ſame Biſhop holds BanweLLe, Earl Harold held it in the time of King 
c Edward, and gelded for thirty hides. The arable is forty carucates. Thereof are 
« in demeſne ſix hides, and there are three carucates, and five ſervants, and twenty- 
ce four villanes, and twelve cottagers, with eighteen ploughs. There are one hundred 


te acres of meadow. Paſture one mile long and broad. Wood two miles and a half 
ce jn length and breadth. 


« Of the land of this manor Serlo holds of the Biſhop three hides. Ralph five hides 
« and a half. Rohard five hides and a half. Faſtrade one hide. Bono one hide. 
« Elwi one hide. There are in demeſne nine carucates, and five ſervants, and twenty- 
ce five villanes, and fifteen cottagers, having thirteen ploughs and a half. There are 
te two mills of Rohard rendering ten ſhillings. Ordulf one mill rendering forty-pence. 


«© The whole manor is worth fifteen pounds on the part of the Biſhop; on the part of 
ce the tenants fifteen pounds likewiſe.” 


* Lel. Itin. vii. 105. d Aſſerii Annales. Godwin de Præſulibus. 
| | Lib. Domeſday, 
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The Biſhop's temporalities i in Banwell were in 1293 rated at 441. 5s.* and the manor 
continued thus ſettled in the biſhoprick till the time of Edw. VI. when Biſhop Barlow 
diſpoſed of it to the Duke of Somerſet, by whoſe attainder it coming to the crown, 
King Edw. VI. by indenture of leaſe bearing date 6 March 1553, granted to Sir 
William St. Loe, Ent. ſeveral parcels of land belonging thereto (reſerving the manor 
and park, and certain rents) for twenty-one years, as alſo the office of park-keeper, 
and the herbage and pannage during his life, and after his deceaſe reverſionary to the 
crown. After which Queen Mary, by her letters patent, bearing date April 23, 
the third year of her reign, granted to Biſhop Bourne and his ſucceſſors in the biſhop- 
rick of Bath and Wells, the reverſion of the ſaid ſeveral parcels of land, together with 
the manor and park of Banwell, with all its appertenances, and other lands and here- 
ditaments in Banwell, Axbridge, Worle, and Churchill, to be held of the crown as of 
the manor of Eaſt- Greenwich. By which grant the manor of Banwell being reſtored 
to its priſtine poſſeſſors, has continued in the biſhoprick to this day. The old epiſcopal 
palace, built by Biſhop Beckington,* ſtands on the eaſt ſide of the pariſh church, on 
the ſite (as it is ſaid) of the ancient Saxon monaſtery. Great part of it is ruinated, 
but there ſtill remain the gateway, granary, and chapel, and the habitable part has 
been of late years moderniſed. 


Banwell-park lies eaſtward from the village, on an aſcent covered with fine wood, 
and under its northern acclivity is a ſmall hamlet called Towzz-Hzavp. 


To the north of Banwell lie two hamlets denominated EasT and WesT-RoLsToN, 
but anciently Morleſtone, which formerly were the head of a barony, whereof 1 Edw. I. 
the following were the component parts: 


« Lady Mary de Courtney holds half a knight's fee in ToRNORE in the county of 


Somerſet, and SToxnen-HALLE in the county of Devon. 

« The ſix daughters of Geffrey Vaſſell hold half a knight's fee in KewsTocn. 

« Adam le Iroys holds a fourth part of a knight's fee in Bux rox. 

The prior of Worſpring holds a yardland in LockixG. 

* George de Cantilupe holds the manor of EDbINGwWwORTH. And theſe owe ſuit to 
the three weeks court of Worleſton.” This manor was ſometime in the family of 
Percival; afterwards in that of Wyndham; and is now the inheritance of the Hon. 
James Everard Arundel. 

A mile weftward from Banwell, in the road to Worle, is Woor.rorD's-HiLt, cor- 
ruptly called OvxRSRILIL, a tithing and manor formerly belonging alſo to the W yndhams, 


and now to Mr. Arundel. Near it is a place called ST. Gzorcs, where Rood anciently 
_ a chapel, demoliſhed in the beginning of the preſent century, 


Wrsrwick, KNIGHTCOT, commonly called Negcut, and YarBorRovGn, hamlets 
belonging to this pariſh, contain little worthy of remark. 

The church of Banwell was anciently appropriated to the priory of Brewton, and 
was, with the chapels of Puxton and Churchill, valued in 1292 at forty- ſeven marks, a 
penſion of three marks being paid out of it to the priory of Bath, and one mark to the 

* Taxat, Temporal. Pat. 2 and 3 Phil. ahd Mary, p. 8. Lin. Willelmi de Worceſtre, 286. 
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hoſpital of Brewton. The vicarage was valued at twenty ſhillings.' The living is vica- © 
rial, and a peculiar in the deanery of Axbridge, and in the gift of the dean and W 
of Briſtol. The Rev. Mr. Chapman is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Andrew, and is a large and lofty Gothick ſtructure, 
conſiſting of a nave, fide ailes and chancel; and at the weſt end ſtands a well- built 


tower, one hundred feet in height, and decorated with Gothick pinnacles. In this 
tower are fix bells, 


In the eaſt window of the north aile are in painted glaſs the arms of Englam and 


France quartered; the arms of Biſhop Beckington; and Gules, a croſs lozengy argent; 
Gules, three fuſils in feſſe argent, each charged with an eſcallop /able. 


On a braſs-plate in the ſouth aile is the portraiture of a man, and underneath the 
following inſcription:——** Here lieth buried the body of aſter John Martoc. 
phyſician, which deceſed the xxxi day of Auguſt in the year of our Lord 
m*v*iij*, on whoſe ſoull Almighty Jhii have mercy. Amen.” 2 


On another flat ſtone are the figures in braſs of a man and woman, and an inſcrip- 
tion to John Blandon and Elizabeth his wife, the former of whom died 2 Sept. 1554. 


There was a fraternity in this church, the laſt incumbent of which was John Lloyd, 
who had in 1553 an annuity of JI. 6s. 8d.“ 


BEnEFacTIONS. © In 1669, Mr. Thomas Morſe, of Norton-Fitzwarren, gave 
vs. to the church and xxs. to fix poor N ſix days before Xtmas and Eaſter, yearly 
for ever. 

« Mr. Will” Burgis, of Briſtol, merchant, cave wl. yearly for ever to bind a boy 


apprentice once every 7th year to an handicraft trade in that city; viz. xivl. to bind 
him, and x11. when he is out of his time. 


« Mr. Thomas Moore of this pariſh gave xl. the intereſt thereof to the ſecond poor 
for ever. 

« 1706, Mr. Thomas Moore, of Winſcomb, gave a ſilver ſalver for the commu- 
nion. He alſo gave x buſhels of wheat to the ſecond poor of this pariſh yearly, during 
the life of his ſon John. | 

*« 1727. Mr. George Iriſh, attorney of Briſtol, gave 20s. out of his eſtate in this 
pariſh for a ſermon yearly for ever on Good-Friday ; viz. to the preacher xs. to the 
clark iii s. to the ſexton iis. and the reſidue to ſuch poor as attend the ſaid ſermon, 


ce Mrs. Jane White, of Wells, gave a cuſhion for the pulpit.” 


It appears by the regiſter that the annual chriſtenings in this pariſh are e 273 ; the burials 
20, on a ſeven years' average. 


In the ſtreet of the village ſtands an old croſs, and there riſes a ſpring of excellent } 
water formerly efteemed for its efficacy in ſcrophulous diſorders. At a ſmall diſ- 
tance it forms a large pond, and turns a griſt-mill below the church, whence it runs 
through the moors to Wick St. Laurence, and falls into the Channel near Woodſpring. 


Here are two fairs held yearly, viz. Jan. 18, and July 18, for fat cattle. 


» Taxat. Spiritual. | Willis's Hi, of Abbies, ii, 201. BLAGDON 
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IES on the northern declivity of Mendip, about four miles ſoutheaſt from the 
town of Wrington, and on the ſkirts of a beautiful rich valley, through which a | 

ſmall ſtream running, fed by a variety of ſprings, divides this pariſh from the pariſhes : 
of Butcombe and Nemnet. Part of the hamlet of RicxrorD, lying near Burrington, 

and the depopulated vills of BarHE and ELwiek, and part of ALpwick, are included 

within its limits. On that part of Mendip which lies above the village large incloſures 

have been made of late years, and on the ſlope of the hill there are ſeveral large woods. 


The lands are chiefly paſture, and of a ſandy m_ cold on the hills, and wet in 
the vallies. | 


From the bleakneſs of its ſituation, which is on elevated ground fronting the northern 
blaſt, this village originally derived its name; Blac and Blzc in the Saxon language 
implying cold and bleak; and Dun, a down or hill. In the Norman record it is accord- 


ingly written Blachedone, and the manor is ſet down among the poſſeſſions of Serlo 
de Burci: 


<, Serlo de Burci holds of the King, 6 Almar held it in the time of 
cc King Edward, and gelded for ten hides. The arable is ten carucates. In demeſne 
ce are two carucates, with one ſervant, and five villanes, and eight cottagers, with five 
ce ploughs. There are two mills of five ſhillings rent, and ten acres of meadow, and 
ce two hundred acres of wood. Paſture one mile in length and breadth. When he 
© received it, it was worth ten pounds, now ſeven pounds. 


« Of this land Lanbert holds one hide of Serlo, and has there two carucates with y 
te two villanes. It is worth twenty ſhillings.””* 


Moſt of the eſtates of this Serlo de Burci were poſſeſſed ſoon after the Conqueſt by 
the family of Martin, and this manor became the head of their large barony, being held 
by them of the King in capite by a whole barony, and by the ſervice of one Knight's | = 
fee.” Who theſe Martins were has already been ſhewn;* it will therefore be ſufficient 
in this place to obſerve, that the lordſhip of Blagdon continued in their family in a regular | 
ſucceſſion till 18 Edw. II. when William Martin, or Fitz-Martin, (for he uſed both 
thoſe names) dying without iſſue male, his eſtates devolved by the marriage of his 
two ſiſters and coheireſſes to the families of Columbers and Audley. After the de- 
ceaſe of James lord Audley 9 Ric. II. that King ſeized this manor into his own hands, 
and granted it that ſame year to Robert Vere earl of Oxford, who ſoon after reſigned. 
it to the crown, and then 12 Ric. II. it was granted to John Holland earl of Hunting- 
don, whoſe deſcendant Henry Holland, Earl of Huntingdon and Duke of Exeter, 
forfeited it to the crown; and King Henry VII. in the fourth year of his reign granted. 
the ſame, with all its appertenances, to George Stanley earl of Derby. Which George 
was father of Thomas earl of Derby, who inherited this manor, and was ſucceeded 


„Lib. Domeſday, Efe. ee vol. ii, p. 131, pat. 9 Ric. II. p. 2. 
: * Pat, 12 Ric. II. p. 1. 1 | 
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therein by Edward his ſon and heir, whoſe ſon Henry, the fourth earl of Derby, held 
it 16 Eliz. being then of the yearly value of 361.5 and at his death in 1592 left it to his 
fon Ferdinando earl of Derby, who ſold it to Edmund. Baynard, eſq; whoſe family ſold 
it to the Garges of Eye in the county of Hereford, Hence it came to Mr. Henry. 
Hardy, who fold it to Captain Reed of Briſtol, and he conveyed the ſame to Mr. 
Thomas Keedwell, of Barrow, of whorn 1 it was purchaſed by John Billingſley, elq;. the 


preſent owner. 
. The abbot of Flaxley 1 in Glouceſterſhire had a conſiderable eſtate | in this pariſh... 


The church of Blagdon was given by Rovert/Ficz-Martin, lord of this manor, to the 
Ciſtertian abbey of Stanley in the county of Wilts; and in 1292 the ſaid church was 
valued at twenty-five marks. It is a rectory in the deanery of Axbridge; the Rev. 
George Croſſman is both patron and incumbent. f 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Andrew, is a handſome Gothick . 
conſiſting of a nave, chancel, north aile, and chapel, and at the wes end i is a fubſtancial | 
tower, in which are a clock and five bells. 

Under one of the windows in the north aile is an arch, containing the mutilated 
remains of two ancient effigies of the Martins. , 

On the north fide of the chancel is a mural monument of white marble, inſcribed 
to the memory of Anne the wife of John Langhorn, D. D.“ late refer of this pariſh, 


* 


who died May 4, 1768, aged 32. 


« With Sappho's taſte, with Arria's tender heart, 

Lucretia's honour, and Cecilia” s art: | 
That ſuch a woman died ſurprize can't give; 
Tis only ſtrange that ſuch an one ſhould live.” 


BenEFACTIONS. © Mrs. Preiſt gave one acre of land called the Poore Acre, lying i in 
the eaſt ſide of the field, for the uſe of the poor of this pariſh for ever. 


« Mr. John Plummer gave: one acre of land lying at the north fide of Holt for the 


uſe aforeſaid for ever. 


« Mr. Timothy Parker, ſometime ſheriff of Briſtol, gave 528. to be laid out weekly 
in bread for the poor for eyer. To be paid out of his land at Rickford. 


« The gift of John Leman, gent. tool. which was laid out in ang at Ubley, Pal: 
chaſed of Thomas Gray, for the uſe aforeſaid for ever. | 


* Thomas Baynard, eſq; gave a houſe and parcel of land thereunto {OR for 
ever, for a ſchool to teach 8 poor children, valued at 121. 


ee The widow Toard gave 10], the intereſt to be given in bread at Eaſter for ever.“ 
This pariſh contains about one hundred houſes. 8 


© Eſe, | » Bar. i. 729. i Taxat, Spiritual. | 

Dr. Langhorn was a native of Kirkby- Stephen in the county of Weſtmoreland, and ſon of the Rev. Joſeph 
Langhorn. His lady, to whom this monument was erected, was the daughter of Robert Cracroft, of Hack- 
thorne in the county of Lincoln, eſq; to whoſe ſons he had been tutor. He was the author of ſeveral ingenious 


publications, ſuch as Theodoſius and Conſtantia, Solyman and Almena, F rederick and Pharamond; Poems, 
1 and Diſſertations. He died April 1, 1779. : 


BLEADON. 
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HIS pariſh lies on the river Ax, on n the weſt ſide of a lofty ridge of hills running 

towards Uphill and the coaſt of the Channel, with a fine level moor to the weſt, 
bange by Brent-Knowl. The lands are moſtly paſture, the high grounds being a 
ſtone-ruſh, and the low clay. About a mile towards the ſouth is the little hamlet of 


Suter Ab, containing about twenty houſes; the whole number i in the 8 is about 


fifty, and of inhabitants three hundred. 


In the year of our Lord 1053, Githa the wife of Earl Godwin gave this manor to 
the church of St. Swithin at Wincheſter; and in the ſurvey made not long after by the 
direction of King William the Conqueror, it is thus recorded; 


«© The ſame Biſhop [that is, Walcheline Biſhop of Wincheſter] holds Brsbonz. 
ce It was formerly and is now applied to the uſe of the refectory of the monaſtery. In 
« the time of King Edward it gelded for fifteen hides. The arable is ſeventeen caru- 
« cates, Thereof are in demeſne ten hides, and there are three carucates, and eight 
te ſervants, and ſixteen villanes, and ten cottagers, with eleven ploughs. There are fifty 
« acres of meadow, and paſture one mile long, and half a mille broad. It was and is 
« worth fifteen pounds. 


ee Of theſe ten hides Saulf holds of the Biſhop one hide, and has there one plough, 
« with one ſervant, and one cottager, and ſixteen acres of meadow, and one acre of 
% coppice-wood. It is worth twenty ſhillings.“ 


In 1293 the temporalities of the ſaid church in Bleadon were rated at 41. 6s. 8d. 
and a charter of free-warren throughout the pariſh was granted by King Edw. I.“ 
Upon the diſſolution of monaſteries and the refounding of the cathedral of Wincheſter 


by Tray VIII. this manor, with other parts of the ancient poſſeſſions of that church, 


was ſettled on the dean and chapter thereof, and in them it continues to this day. 


The church of Bleadon was valued in 1292 at twelve marks. It is a rectory in the 


deanery of Axbridge: the dean and chapter of enter are ran and the Rev. 
Bladon Downing is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Peter, is a large ſtructure of one pace, having 
at the weſt end an embartled tower, containing five bells, The chancel and the high 
altar of this church were dedicated A. D. 1317. 


On the ſouth fide of the church is a mural monument of marble to 10 memory of 
Samuel Tutton, gent. who died March 22, 157 1, aged 52; and NE his "OY who» 


died April 19, 1709, aged mw 


„Mon. Angl. i. 36. 


d Lib. Domeſday. This nerdy applied to Blagden i in the pariſh of Pitminfter. See p. 284 
of this volume, and dele from line 27 of that page to line 4 of the following. 


© Taxat. Temporal, Cart. 29 Edw. I. u. 3. * Taxat, Spiritual, * Excerpt. e Regiſt, Welen. 
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Bleadon was ſometime the reſidence of che learned and Rev. Meric Caſaubon, D. D. 
ſon of that celebrated critick Iſaac Caſaubon, both natives of Geneva. He was born 
Aug. 14, 1599, and had his firſt education at Sedan. When he came into England 
with his father, he was ſent to Chriſt-Church college in Oxford, and becoming known 
by a treatiſe which he wrote in defence of his father againſt the Roman Catholicks, was 
introduced to the dignitaries of that day, and at length collated to this benefice by Dr. 
Lancelot Andrews biſhop of Wincheſter. In 1628 he was made a prebendary of Can- 
terbury, and in 1634 was inſtituted to the vicarages of Minſter and Monkton in the ifle 
of Thanet. During the civil wars he was deprived of his preferments; but he regained 
them at the reſtoration of Charles II. He wrote and publiſhed many learned books, 
but chiefly excelled in critical learning; and was eſtcemed eminent for his piety. and 
Philanthropy. He died July 4, 1671, aged 72.* 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are on a ſeven years average 8, the burials 5 annually. 
N * Biog. Dick. iii, 185, | 
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HIDDOUR a ed huſband tounelet to Axbridge, lyith on aha rootes of 
Mendupe-Hilles,”* two miles ſoutheaſt from Axbridge, and eight northweſt from 

Wells. The bounds of the pariſh extend from the middle of the ſummit of Mendip 
a conſiderable way into the moors, and it conliſts of a great variety of ſoil and ſurface. 
The ſituation is rendered exceedingly five by the contraſt between the lofty brow of 
Mendip on the one hand, and the rich extenſive level of the moors on the other. The 
ſteep ſlopes of the hill are continually diverſified, in ſome parts excavated into deep 
receſſes, and in others ſwelling out into bold protuberances, adorned with hanging 


woods, which, in autumn eſpecially, exhibit | in their foliage the richeſt variety of tints 
and ſhades. 


The town ſtands at the bottom of the hill, but is ker elevated aboye the level 
of the moors. It contains about 200 3 and 1100 inhabitants, conſiſting of three 
or four irregular ſtreets near the church; ſixteen houſes are in the hamlet of DRAvcor, 
and three more adjoin the town of Axbridge. It formerly had a conſiderable market, 
but that has been diſcontinued upwards of a century; the market- eroſs, an hexagonal 
ſtone building, ſtill exiſts in good preſervation. Here are two fairs for cattle and ſheep, 
the 4th of May, and the 29th of October. There is a very conſiderable manufac- 
ture of paper, and many of the poor are employed in ſpinning and knitting hoſe. A 
conſiderable part of the lands in this and the adjacent pariſhes, being rich moors, this 
place has long been juſtly celebrated for making cheeſe, which is indeed ſuperior in 
quality to moſt in England, and has even been compared with the productions of the 
vats of Parma. 


* Lel. Itin, vi. 95. 
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But what moſt diſtinguiſhes the place, and occaſions it to be viſited by trayellers, is 
that ſtupendous chaſm, called Chedder-Cliffs, which is certainly the molt ftriking ſcene 
of its kind in Great-Britain. This valt chaſm runs acroſs the ſouthweſt ridge of the 
hill from top to bottom, extending in a northeaft winding direction more than a mile in 
length, and then branching off by two paſſages in the form of a Y by an eaſy aſcent to 
the top of Mendip. At the entrance from the town, nine ſmall ſprings, pure as cryſtal, 
burſt from the foot of the cliffs, all within the ſpace of about thirty feet, and joining 
together within forty yards of their ſource, form a broad rapid river of the cleareſt and 
fineſt water in the world. The bed of this river is a ſand mixed with ſhingles, and in 
many places is almoſt covered with broken fragments of ſtone and ſmall rocks, riſing 
above the ſurface of the water. On theſe are many curious aquatick plants, polypodies, 
aſpleniums, and confervas; which being kept in continual motion by the ſtream, 
broken by many little falls from ledges of natural rocks, render the ſcene uncommonly 
beautiful. On many of theſe rocks is found a curious kind of freſh-water patella, or 
limpet, ſhaped like a truncated cone, of a bluiſh and amber colour, pellucid and beau- 
tifully ſtriated with lines of bright purple. This river contains trout, eels, and roach, 
and a few years ago turned thirteen mills within half a mile of its fource. The number 
is now reduced to ſeven, three of which are paper-mills, the other griſt-mills. After 


winding through divers parts of the town, it enters the moors, and diſcharges its waters 
into the Ax. 


« And Chedder for meere griefe his teene he could not wreake 
Guſht forth ſo forcefull ſtreames, that he was like to breake 
The greater bankes of Arx, as from his mother's cave 
He wandred towards the ſea.” 


From this remarkable water thus iſſuing out of the towering cliffs, this place derives 
the name of Chedder, (Ted ſignifying a brow or conſpicuous height, and Dwr, water,) 


by which is ſignificantly AAR its ae at the foot of lofty rocks, waſhed by a 
copiaus ſtream. 


Beyond the ſpring head, the entrance opens into the chaſm, which is in many places 
very narrow, and ſcattered over with rude looſe fragments of fallen rocks. The ſtone 
is of various kinds; ſome almoſt black, and exremely hard and ponderous, containing 
a conſiderable quantity of iron; others a coarſe kind of marble veined with a duſky 
red, which burns into ſtrong lime, and a third fort appears to be coral in a foſſil ſtate, of 
which there are ſeveral ſorts, ſome full of ſmall ſtars, and others in large buds finely 

ſtziated from a centre. 


Proceeding in this winding paſſage. the cliffs riſe on either hand in 1 moſt 
Pictureſque forms, ſome of them being near eight hundred feet high, and termina- 
ting in craggy pyramids. On the right hand ſeveral of them are perpendicular to the 
height of four hundred feet, and reſemble the ſhattered battlements of vaſt caſtles. On 
the left hand or weſt ſide are two alſo of this form, which lean over the valley with a 
threatening aſpect, and the tops of many others at the height of ſeveral hundred feet, 
project over the heads of the ſpectators with terrifick grandeur. In general the ſwelling 
> Drayton's Polyolbion, T 
projections 
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projections on the one ſide ſtand oppoſed to correſponding hollows on the other; which 
is a ſtrong indication that this immenſe gap was formed by ſome dreadful convulſion 
of the earth. On the right hand the cliffs are ſteeper than on the left, and are generally 
inacceſſible; but beautifully interſperſed with ivy, ſhrubs, ſmall yew, and other trees, 
which grow out of the fiſſures of the rocks up to their very ſummits. Many curious 


plants, ſuch as aſpleniums, liverwort, ſengreen, polypody, and thalictrum or meadow- 


rue, and particularly the diantbus-glaucus, or crimſon mountain-pink, peculiar to this 
place, are found here in great plenty, and on the rocky ſummit of Mendip. 


In the ſides of the cliffs are five conſiderable caverns; one of them, the entrance into 
which is near one hundred feet high from the valley, contains many curious ſtalactitical 
productions, ſpars and cryſtalizations; and alſo the lac lunæ, or white ſoft argillaceous 
earth, growing like a fungus, very light and friable. The ſtalactites are generally 
found in nodules or cruſts from one to three inches thick, ſwelling out of the clefts of 
the rocks within the cavern, and ſome pieces of it when cut take an excellent poliſh. 
'This cavern is rugged and uneven, but contains ſome very ſpacious vaults of a vaſt - 
height, the natural arches of which preſent an awful appearance, and fine echoes are 
reverberated within their walls. The vaults extend in a winding direction to the 
northeaſt more than three hundred yards under the hill. Another ſmaller cavern 
extends about twenty yards, but does not afford much that is curious: in this cavern 
a poor woman a few years ago had her ſolitary reſidence, e 213 gout 


In paſſing along this valley, the awful ſcenery is continually n but to obſerve 
all its beauties, it muſt be traverſed backwards and forwards. In doing this, there will 
be found ten points of view, which are grand beyond deſcription, and where the proſ- 


pects exhibit that wild and tremendous magnificence which cannot fail impreſſing the 


mind of the ſpectator with awe, and aſtoniſhment at the W of that Power, whoſe 
voice even the obdurate rocks obey, and retire. 


Stupendous, however, as theſe cliffs are, the top of Mendip is ſome hap feet 


higher, ſloping upwards from their tops in a gentle aſcent, and affording a moſt exte: 


ſive proſpect over the ſouthern and the weſtern parts of this county, a conſiderable par t 


of Wilts and Dorſet, the Briſtol Channel, the Holmes, and a ** range of the coaſt 
of Wales. 


I ſhall now give ſome account of the poſſeſſors of this. curious s diſtrict, which was 
ancient demeſne of the crown of England, being held by King Edward the Confeſſor, 


and afterwards by William the Conqueror, as appears by his great general ſurvey: 


« The King himſelf holds Czpaz. King Edward held it. It Fever was aſſeſſed, 


& nor is it known how many hides there are. The arable is twenty carucates. In 


tt demeſne are three carucates, and two ſervants, and one colibert, and ſeventeen v l- 


te lanes, and twenty cottagers, with ſeventeen ploughs, and even enn, paying a 
ce rent of ſeventeen ſhillings.”* 


It has already been faid that this manor, with that of Abridge and other "ſens 
in theſe parts, was granted by King John to Hugh de Welles archdeacon of Wells, and 


© Lib, Domeſday, The Gablun Was an bin rent. 
afterwards 
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afterwards biſhop of Lincoln.“ The ſaid Hugh A. D. 1229, fold it with its apperte- 
nances to Joceline de Welles biſhop of Wells, to whom he was related. Which Biſhop 
Joceline, 19 Henry III. procured of that King a charter for a weekly market, and a fair 
yearly, as alſo free- warren, wreck of ſea, and divers other privileges“ in behalf of this 
his lordſhip; which continued in his ſucceſſors in the ſee till the year 1548, when 
Biſhop Barlow, who alienated ſo many eſtates from the poſſeſſion of his church, ex- 
changed it for other lands with King Edward VI.“ The ſaid King Edward, by his 
letters patent bearing date at Ely Dec. 6, 1552, granted it to Sir Edward Seymour, 
knt. ſon of the late attainted Duke of Somerſet, who in 1556 ſold it to Sir John 
Thuynne, knt. and his heirs, from whom it has deſcended to the Marquis of Bath the 
preſent poſſeſſor. This manor is termed the manor of Chedder-Epiſcopi, 


But there were other manors at the time of the Norman Conqueſt, as there have 
been ſince, in Chedder, held of the chief manor N particular ſervice. Of theſe we have 
the following recital in the Domeſday record: 


« Robert holds of Roger [de Curcelle] Ga Adulf held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for two hides, and one virgate of land. The arable is four 


ce carucates. In demeſne are two carucates, with five villanes, and five cottagers. 


ce There are fifteen acres of meadow. It was worth forty ſhillings, now thirty ſhillings.”* 


e Roger [Arundel] himſelf holds Orzczpre, [ Upper-Chedder.) Domno held it in 
« the time of King Edward, and gelded for three hides and a half. The arable is five 
« carucates. In demeſne is one carucate and two ſervants, and fix villanes, and fix 
cc cottagers, having three ploughs. There are twenty-three acres of meadow, and 
ce fifteen acres of paſture, and two acres of wood. It was worth * ſhillings, now 


>  ixty ſhillings. : 
Of the land of this manor Robert rt one hide, and has there one plough, with 


te one ſervant, and five cottagers, and a mull of three ſhillings rent. There are three 
te acres of meadow, and five acres of p 


ce fifteen ſhillings, now twenty ſhillings.”* 


ee Roger himſelf holds CDpRE. Ulwin held it in the time of Kiba Edward, and 
te gelded for two hides and a half. The arable is four carucates. In demeſne is one 
te carucate, and three ſervants, and ſix villanes, and fix cottagers, with three ploughs. 
«© There are twenty-four acres of meadow, and fifteen acres of paſture. It is worth 


ce ſixty ſhillings.” 


There is no record by which we may aſcertain the immediate diſpoſal of theſe ſeveral 
eſtates, of which the principal one in after-ages was held of the biſhoprick of Bath 


and four acres of wood, It was worth 


and Wells by a family denominated de Chedder, in regard of this townſhip being 


for many years the place of their refidence. Robert de Chedder was living at 
Chedder 17 Edw. II. and then ' bore on his ſeal a chevron between three eſcallops.“ 
He was father of another Robert, who 41 Edw. III. had a grant from Roger the ſon 


See page 561, Pat. 19 Hen, III. n. 16. 8 Rymer. Fædera, tom. xv. p. 171 
Harl. MS. 608. Licence to alienate. Lib. Domeſday. * Ibid. | Ibid. 
: * Seals from ancient Deeds, 


ca 


or" een 


* < " 
. 7 — — — Ph > 2 2 2 M l 
r * * 2 n r - 2 2 - 
—— — | -: > FE — — . oh < - | 
— ; a 9 r * W ö — — — 
. x . 7 ye . a 1 4 A 4 > 
# 7 4 _ 2 " * * * 5 F 0 — p Jorge" - - vo * 2 ee of a * — 
„ RS EE 2 I pro, Abi * \ a Di 3 . FI 2 p * R r „ 
„ — - e 5 2 8 gl T p 
4 - 2 4 K . * Yom, 2 8 2 —ͤů — r „ * ' —— 
8 92 * 2 * 1 e g 2 * N — * 4 f N= * * & *＋ * " * 1 0 8 4 * i — 
* > — * * - — —_ So. wo Ve 7 2 r. 
„ , . Wd — — ne 0 1 c A 3 3 Lo * 
l — ,_—_— 


a % 

9 

* ** * F 
: 
. ues, 
o 7 
V 
” 


576 . 


[Tinterſtoke. 


of Thomas Hanam of certain lands lying in Chedder, Draycot, Clewer, and Axbridge;" 
and had iſſue four ſons, Richard de Chedder, born at Briſtol Sept. 4, 1379; Robert de 
Chedder, who was alſo born at Briſtol Oct. 18, 1380; William de Chedder, born 
Dec. 14, 1381; and Thomas. Richard the eldeſt was a perſon of eminence, and was 
knight of the ſhire for this county 9 Henry IV. 1 and 5 Henry V. and 5 Henry VI. 
ſoon after which he died without iſſue, and Robert his eldeſt brother ſucceeded to the 
eſtate. Which Robert was burgeſs of Briſtol, and a knight, and by his wife Joan, 
daughter and coheir of Simon Hanam, of the county of Glouceſter, had iſſue Thomas 
de Chedder, who died 21 Henry VI. ſeized of the manor-of Chedder, and the advow- 
ſon of the chantry of the bleſſed Virgin Mary in the church of St. Andrew of Chedder, 
leaving by Iſabel his wife two daughters his coheireſſes, Joan, firſt married to Richard 
Stafford, eſq; and aſterwards to John lord Liſle, and Iſabel the wife of John Newton, 
eſq; between whoſe deſcendants the family eſtates were divided, and at length diſſipated. 

Part of Chedder belonged to the late Alexander Popham, eſq; who fold it in fee to the 
reſpective tenants; and the remainder, called the manor of Cheader- Hanham, is now 
the property of Walter Long, eſq. 


There is alſo a manor denominated Cuxbpxx-Frrzwal ER, from its poſſeſſors the 
Lords Fitz-Walter, who were deſcended from Robert the ſecond ſon of Richard Fitz- 
Gilbert, who came into this country with William duke of Normandy. 7 Edw. IV. 
this manor was the poſſeſſion of Henry Roo, or Roe, who reſided here, and was pro- 
genitor of all the Roes of this place; by an heireſs of whom it came to the family of 
Tillam, who fold it to Mr. Birch, from whom it has come to Mrs. Stagg the preſent 
owner. She has a good houſe at the entrance into the village from Axbridge, with 
neat gardens, and a long ſhady canal formed by an outlet of Chedder water. 


There is another manor in Chedder, which is part of the endowment of the vicars- 
choral of the cathedral church of Wells; and laſtly, the rectorial manor of Chedder is 
the property of Samuel Doddington, eſq. | 


The living is a vicarage and a peculiar in the 8 of Axbridge, and in the gift of 
the dean and chapter of Wells, to whom it was given by Biſhop ig A. D. 1239. 


The Rev. John Rawbone is the preſent incumbent.” 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Andrew, is a large * handſome fabrick, 
120 feet long and 54 wide, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ſide- ailes, and 
a ſmall chapel adjoining to the ſouth aile, and belonging to Mrs. Stagg. At the weſt 
end is a tower of excellent maſonry 100 feet in height, embelliſhed with Gothick pin- 
nacles, and containing a clock and ſix fine bells. 


In the eaſt window of the ſouth aile were the following arms in painted glaſs, viz. 
1. Argent, three ineſcutcheons gules each charged with a fleur-de-lis or, over all a file of 
three points azure. 2. Sable, a chevron ermine between three eſcallops argent, Chedder, 
quartering the laſt coat. 3. Or, three eagles diſplayed gules, Rodney, 


In windows of the north aile, 1. Argent, three torteaux, a file of three points azure. 
2. A chevron ermine between three leaves vert. 3. Argent, on a chief indented gules, 


Harl. MS, 316, © Ibid, * Eſc, 3 Excerpt, e Regiſt, Wellen. 
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three croſs-croſlets or. 4. Chedder, impaling argent, three eſcutcheons gules, on each a 


fleurs- de- lis or; over all a label of three points azure. 5. Argent, on a chevron azure 


three garbs or, Newton, impaling Chedder. 6. Azure, effaced, impaling or, a chevron 
between three fleurs-de-lis vert. 


In the caſt window of the chapel, 1. Azure, a roebuck lodged argent, Roe, impaling 
a chevron ermine between three leaves vert. 2. Roe, impaling argent, a chevron ſable, 
between three annulets gules. In the ſouth window 1. Roe. 2. Veri, a croſs flory 
argent, in the dexter chief a garb or; over it a mitre. 3. I S. interwoven, and ſur- 


mounted by a mitre, for Biſhop John Still. 4. Chedder, impaling argent, three fleurs- 
de-lis or, ſurmounted by a file of three points azure. 


On the north fide of the chancel, under an arch, which ſeems coeval with the wall, is 


the portraiture engraved in braſs of Sir Robert de Chedder in armour, ſtanding on a 
lion, and againſt the ſides the coat of Chedder ſingle. 


On a grave-ſtone is the portraiture in braſs of a female, and on a ſhield at the left 
corner, Chedder, impaling three fleurs-de-lis, in chief a label of three points. 


There is alſo a neat mural monument of white marble to William Doddington, gent. 
who died March 22, 1708, in the 59th year of his age. 


On a ſtone tomb in the chapel: Here lyeth the body of Edmund Rooe, eſq; 
who departed this life the 27th of March, A. D. 1595.” Arms, 1. and 4. Roe. 2. 
Gules a chevron erminę between three leaves vert. 3. A heart berween hands and let. 
5. Argent, a cheyron able, between three annulets gules. 
On a ſtone in the north aile is the following e and unaffected memorial: 


* This is Mary Hixe's grave.“ 


Bexxraerioxvs. * Given by four well-diſpoſed perſons ſeven pounds, the intereſt 


thereof to remain and be for the uſe of the ſecond poor for ever. 
"wn Richard Durban gave likewiſe ten pounds. 


* Thomas Hawkins gave alſo five pounds, the intereſt to ho for the uſe of ſix 
poor widows. | 


= 


8 George Carde, © of this kao gave © ten pounds, the intereſt to be for the uſe of the 


ſecond poor for ever,” 


Here was a chantry founded by one of the Chedder . at the 3 of FR bleſſed 


Virgin Mary ; another chantry was dedicated to the Holy Trinity, the laſt incumbent 
of which, John Mattock, received in 1553 a penſion of 41. 138. 4d.” 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh on an average are 33, the burials 28, nul 


Certain lands in Chedder, valued in 1293 at 7s. 6d.“ belonged to the pri ry of 


wann in Herefordſhire. 
* Willis's Hiſt, of Abbies, it. 22. * Taxat, Temporal, 
Vor. III. | 4 E. 


CHRISTON 


# * 
e 


[6 .f! cctiinterhocne. 
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S a ſmall pariſh, pleaſantly ſituated in a gap between Crook” Peak at t the end of 

Mendip, and Bleadon-Hill, four miles from Axbridge, and eighteen from Bridg- 

water, In the old walls and rocks of this pariſh, are ſome curious moſſes, and wild 
ſaſfron in the meadows. 


In the time of Henry II. Y wein de Chricheſton was owner of the manor of Chriche- 
ſton, which was afterwards held of the barony of Martin. 26 Edw. I. it was jointly 
poſſeſſed by William Donvile, or D'Ovile, and John Howel.* 19 Edw, II. Hugh de 


Draicote, and John de Draicote held the fourth part of a knight's fee in Chriſton and 


Uphill of William Martin, Hugh D'Ovile another fourth part, and William de 
Puteney another.? 7 Henry IV. John Pokeſwell held the fourth part of a fee in 
Chriſton and Uphill, which deſcended to John his ſon and heir, who died 1 Henry V. - 
To him ſucceeded Roger, Robert, and John, who all poffefled the fame fourth part 
of the manors of Chriſton and Uphill, which afterwards came to the family of Strode." 
1 Ric. III. Richard Wykes had a fourth part of the ſaid manors, which he held of 
Thomas lord Stanley, and was ſucceeded by John his ſon and heir. Theſe ſhares be- 
came in proceſs of time united; and 2 Edw. VI. the whole manor belonged to John 
Payne, eſq; whence paſſing through a variety of bands of little note, it became the 
property of Francis Vaughan, eſq; whoſe ſon Francis, 14 Sept. 1695, ſold it to Lady 
Anne Smyth, reli& of Sir Hugh Smyth, bart. and it is now the poſſeſſion of Sir John 
Hugh Smyth, of Long-Aſhton, * John Gore, of ben. and Edward Gore, 
of Kiddington, eſqrs. 


A conſiderable eſtate in Chriſton, with the ane of the rectory, belonged to 


Thomas de Chedder, from which family it paſſed by coheireſſes to the families of 


Newton, and Capel, and was ſold by Arthur lord Capel in 1652 to Francis Vaughan, 
eſq; whoſe ſon conveyed the ſame to Lady Anne Smyth abovementioned. Sinc 


Which time the advowſon of the living has been appendant to the manor. It is a 


rectory in the deanery of Axbridge; the Rev. Henry Penny is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall ſtructure, conſiſting of a nave and chancel, with a tower be- 
tween, containing three bells. The door-way is formed by a fine Saxon arch. 


On agrave-ſtone is an inſcription to Francis Vaughan, eſq; who died Sept. 30, 1679. 
This pariſh contains fourteen houſes, the greateſt part of which are cottages. 


* Mag. Rot. 31 Hen. II. v Perambul, Foreſt. Lib. Feed, © Eſe. © Ibid. 
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HIS pariſh lies in a pleaſant valley, four miles north from Axbridge, and PU 
northeaſt from Banwell. Mendip here riſes ſouthward from the plain with a 

ſteep aſcent, in ſome parts patched with wood, but chiefly bare, rocky, and of a 
gloomy aſpect. At its extreme point weſtward is an ancient encampment, called Dole- 
berry Caſtle, containing within its area upwards of thirty acres, and fortified with a double 


vallum. Its form is a parallelogram, open at each end, and it has been ſuppoſed to 


have been the work of the Britons; but Roman and Saxon coins have frequently been 
found in it, as have alſo ſpear-heads, pieces of ſwords, and other warlike weapons, and 
it has been a long maintained opinion that great treaſures lie buried within its walls. 
This gave riſe to the following old rhyme: | 


« If DoLlByRi dyggyd ware, 
d Of golde ſbuld be the ſbare-. 

Under the en brow of this caſtle, which towards the north and weſt commands 
an immenſe proſpect, crouded with an aſtoniſhing variety of objects, lies the village of 
Churchill, conſiſting of a few ſcattered houſes near the pariſh church, Betwixt it and 
Mendip runs the great road from Briſtol to Bridgwater, on which, at the eaſtern extre- 
mity of the pariſh ſtands the hamlet of Lowzx-Laxcrorp, in a pleafant ſituation, 
containing ſeveral very near dwellings and large tanning yards. A ſmall ſtream at the 
eaſtern end of this hamlet divides the pariſh of Churchill from that of Burrington; and 
a ford through it, before the erection of the bridge, gave the place its denomination. 


On this ſtream, northward from Langford, and between it and the town of Wrington, 
is the hamlet of Blackmore, of which we have an account ſo early as the Norman 
Conqueſt, when it was part of the great poſſeſſions of Roger de Curcelle. In Domeſday- 
book, it is recorded, that 


ce Anſchitil holds of Roger, BLacuzMors. Aluric held it in the time of King 
* Edward, and gelded for one virgate of land. The arable is half a carucate. To 
te this manor is added one acre of land, which a thane held in the time of King Edward. 
There are two cottagers. The whole was and is worth eight ſhillings.“ 


This manor in ſome future time became the poſſeſſion of the Biſhoprick of Bath and 
Wells, and ſtill continues therein. Here is an eſtate called Blackmore-Green, belonging 
to the benefice of Filton, alias Whitchurch, in this dioceſe, and conſiſting of the fol- 
lowing parcels, viz. 

A houſe, orchard, and two parcels of Buſhy, ſeven acres. 

ground, containing eight acres. Lake-Mead, three acres. 
Little-Fizeld, two acres. | Redgate, two acres. 
Cock-Grove, three acres. One acre adjoining the Creen. 


—ä— oe. < 


* 


Brock-Hole, three acres. | Lankfield-Land, one acre. 
Near Blackmore i is a ſmall hamlet called STOCK. 
« Let, Itin. vii. 88. : > Lib. Dcmcſdiy, $ 
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IF Between the hamlet of Langford and Mendip-hill is a moor called Smeath's-Moor, 
. BÞ q . containing about twenty-five acres, and belonging to the Biſhop of, Bath and Wells, 
58 | | whoſe tenants depaſture their cattle thereon in common. 
In the pariſh of Churchill are 95 houſes, and 565 inhabitants. 225 


1 | | All our genealogiſts have concurred in aſcribing the name and poſſeſſion of - the 
| . manor of Churchill to that famous chieftain Roger de Curcelle, who came over into 


England with King William the Conqueror, and had by his grant fo many lordſhips 
in theſe and in other parts of Somerſetſhire. But no ſuch name as either Curcelle, 
[ ; Corcelle, or Courcil, is to be found in the ſurvey made of his poſſeſſions at that 
—_ | period, nor any other name which more nearly reſembles it than Curi, which is a 
manor ſeated in quite a different part of the county, as already has been ſhewn in 
BER the firſt volume of this work. The fact is, that Churchill was, at the time of the 
Wt: Norman invaſion, a part or member of the great manor of Banwell, and being in- 
- = | volved therein was not diſtinctly mentioned in the record. What alienations after- | 
vl wards took place, or who were the ſeveral tenants herein, does not particularly appear; 
but in the time of Edw. III. we find the manor of Churchill in the poſſeſſion: of 
the family of Cogan, whoſe coheireſs brought it in marriage to the Fitzwarrens 
of Huntſpill, who held it as meſne lords till the time of Henry V. in the firſt year 
of which reign David Swian and Margaret his wife poſſeſſed this manor, and from 
(1 them it came to the family of St. Loe.“ In the time of Edw. IV. it belonged. to Sir 
| Nicholas St. Loe, knt. and after his deceaſe was held in dower of the Biſhop. of Bath 
* | and Wells by Alice his widow, who died ſeized of it 19 Edw. IV. leaving Sir John St. 
434 0 3 Loe, knt. her ſon and heir.“ From this Sir John St. Loe deſcended Sir William St. 
3 | | Loe, knt. who in the year 1563 releaſed all his right in this manor to Ralph Jennyns, 
of Iſlington in the county of Middleſex, eſq; whoſe deſcendant Richard Jennyns ſold it 
to John Churchill, of-Lincoln's-Inn, eſq; afterwards Sir John Churchill, an eminent 
1 counſellor, and progenitor of the great Duke of Marlborough. This Sir John dying 
| | A. D. 1685 greatly in debt, an act of parliament paſſed for the ſale of his eſtates, and 
f | this manor was accordingly purchaſed by John Stoke, who ſoon after ſold it to William 
HE Whitchurch.* In 1718 the ſaid William Whitchurch conveyed the manor to John 
Gibbons and Edmund Saunders in fee, the former of whom ſold his moiety to David 
Peloquin, eſq; whoſe nephew Nathaniel Elias Cofferar, efq, is the preſent owner thereof, 
The moicty of Saunders was in 1726 mortgaged to John Elbridge, eſq; and in 1745 
ſold in moieties; the one to Henry Woolnough, eſq; and Rebecca his wife, niece of 
the ſaid John Elbridge; and the other to Mrs. Anne Hort, her heirs and aſſigns. The 
former moiety deſcended to Elizabeth ſole daughter and heireſs of the ſaid Henry 
Woolnough, by whom it came in marriage to Sir John Hugh Smyth, bart. the preſent 
poſſeſſor; the other moiety of this portion of the manor was given by the aboyemen- 
tioned Mrs. Anne Hort to her relation Henry Muggleworth, eſq; who left the ſame 
5 to his widow, afterwards married to Samuel Newnham, eſq; to whom ſhe gave it for 
F | his life, reverſionary after his deceaſe to Peter, ſecond ſon of Thomas Kington, eſq; 
4 and Suſanna his wife, niece to her former huſband, 
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The living of Churchill is a perpetual curacy, and a peculiar in the deanery of 
Axbridge; the dean and ane 4 Riel are patrons, the Rev. John MVR is the 
preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. John the Baptil, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, 
and two ſide ailes: at the weſt end is an embattled tower containing five bells. 


At the eaſt end of the ſouth aile there Jay till lately on the floor two ſtone effigies of 
a man and woman; the man in a plain coat of mail, girt with a broad ſtudded belt, his 
legs croſſed, and a ſhield on his left arm; the hands of both elevated as in prayer. 
Theſe effigies, of which the man's is now removed to the lower end of the aile, and 
there placed upright againſt the wall, are ſaid to repreſent one of the Churchills and his 
lady; and on the wall are ſculptured the arms of Churchill, viz. a lion rampant de- 


bruiſed with a bendlet; as alſo thoſe of Prideaux, viz. a chevron, in chief a label of 
three points. 


On a blue ſtone in the floor are the portraitures in braſs of a man and woman, and 
the following inſcription: 


Pere lpeth Raphe Jenyns, eſquier, which dyed the x day of Apryl! in 
the pere of our Lorde God Secccclxxij, and was buryed the rvij day of the 
ſame moneth; leaving behynd hym Joane his wyffe, and having by her viij 
chyldren, that ys to wite, fyve ſonnes and three doughters. 


Underneath are the effigies of theſe children, and about the ſtone ſeveral ſhields with 
arms, ſome of which are effaced. Among thoſe that remain intelligible are, On a 
chevron three lions rampant. Quarterly, 1. On a feſſe three bezants. 2. A bull's 
head eraſed. 3. Two bars charged with three martlets each. 4. As the firſt. 


On the north ſide of the chancel is a large mural monument of ſtone, at the bottom of 
which is the effigy of a man in a recumbent poſture, reſting on his right hip and elbow. 
His dreſs: is a red coat or jacket, with ſmall white cuffs and collar, and buttoned down 
before with ſmall pea buttons, and breeches of the ſame. He has rea ſtiff-ropped boots 
and ſpurs. His left arm is extended down his thigh, and his hand upon his ſword. 
His hair black and in one row of curls, over which is a red cloſe cap reaching nearly 
to his ears. He is looking on a female figure, who lies in a ſhroud at his right 
hand, which he is pulling open to get a view of her face. Underneath are ſe ven 
boys and four girls kneeling on cuſhions, and ſome of them holding ſculls in their 
hands; they are all in black looſe robes, and at the feet of the eldeſt ſon is an intanc 
ſwathed in black: the girls have red round-eared caps pinked about their faces. There 
is no inſcription; but on the front are theſe arms, Argent, on a feſſe wavy azure between 
three eſcutcheons gules, as many lozenges or. This monument was erected to the 


memory of John Latch, eſq; whoſe armour, much decayed, was long kept in a cheſt in 
the church. 


BexEracrioxs. © John Latch, of the Middle- Temple, London, eſq; fon of Thomas 
Latch, of this pariſh, eſq; 1668, gave to thirty-three poor people of this pariſh yearly 
31. 6s. to be diſtributed on Chrſtrnas-day 12d. in bread, and 12d, in money, for ever. 


« Mrs. 
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« Mrs. Mary Plumly, relict of Mr. Hunt, dead of Thomas Latch, eſq; of this 
pariſh, gave the ſum of 80l. to be diſpoſed of as follows: viz. 40s. to be given yearly 
to ſome able miniſter for preaching two ſermons, one on Chriſtmas-day, the other on 


Good-Friday; the orher moiety to be given to 28 poor people on every Good-Friday, 
to each perſon 124. in bread and 12d. in money, for ever. 


« Mr. Thomas Watts departed this life February 1719, and gave to the ſecond poor 


of this pariſh 21. 10s. yearly, to be pt at the diſcretion of the churchwarden 
and overſeer,” | 


In _ church-yacd | is a-large and very ancient T-yeWw-=tree. 
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COMPTON-BISHOP, or EPISCOPI, 


S a ſmall village, two miles weſt from Axbridge, pleaſantly fituated in a hollow cove 
under the ſouthern ridge of Mendip, and open on one ſide to the moors extending 

to Glaſtonbury, Brent-Knowl, and Bridgwater. In the weſt ſtreet of Axbridge there 
are forty-two houſes belonging to this pariſh, which includes the following hamlets, viz. 


1. CRoss, ſituated a mile towards the eaſt in the road from Briſtol to Bridgwater. - 
2. DunNerT, eaſtward. 1 


3. RaTLEy, weſtward, 
4. WIVIENTOx, towards Uphill. 


In the Conqueror's time Walter de Dowai was lord of this manor, which . 
according to the following memorial, written in thoſe days Contune: 


* Ralph holds of Walter, Cox ruxz. Elwacre held it in the time of King Edward, 
te and gelded for four hides. The arable is three carucates, In demeſne are two caru-. 
« cates, and four bordars, and ſeven cottagers, and one villane, with half a plough. 
There is a mill of ſix-pence rent, and twelve acres of meadow, and ten eule. of 
« paſture in length, and two furlongs broad, and three furlongs of wood i in length, and 
«two furlongs in breadth. It was and is worth fifty ſhillings. 


© To this manor is added one hide called Conruns. Alric held it for a manor in 
te the time of King Edward, and gelded for as much. The arable is one carucate. 
e There is half a plough, with one villane, and two cottagers, and two acres of mea- 


dow, and four acres of paſture, and four acres of coppice-wood, It was and is worth 
« ten ſhillings.” 


This pariſh became afterwards the poſſeſſion of the Biſhops of this ſee, from whom it 

received its diſtinctive name, and was in 1293 valued to them at 151, 6s, 8d," But when 
ſo many eſtates were ſequeſtered from the biſhoprick in the time of Edw. VI. this par- 

took of the fate, and fell into lay hands; the family of Prowſe poſſeſſed it for ſeveral 


* Lib. Domeſday, » Taxat. Temporal, 
| ſucceſſions, 
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ſucceſſions, and it is now the property of Sir John Mordaunt, bart. in right of his wife the 
daughter and coheireſs of the late Thomas Prowſe, eſq. Sir John Mordaunt derives 
his deſcent from Sir Oſbert le Mordaunt, a knight of Normandy, who, being in the 
Conqueror's train, was by him rewarded with the manor of Rad well in the county of 
Bedford, the earlieſt reſidence of this family. He bears for his arms, Argent, a chevron 
between three etoiles ſable. 


Compton is a prebend in the cathedral church of Wells; the living is a vicarage and 


peculiar in the deanery of Axbridge, and in the giſt of the prebendary; the Rev. 


Edward Foſter is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Andrew, is a ſmall ſtructure of one pace, 
having at the weſt end an embattled tower, in which hang ſix bells. 


On the ſouth ſide of the nave is a handfome mural monument of white marble, in- 
ſcribed, . Here lies the body of John Prowſe, eſq; of this pariſh, who died in the 
year 1688; and alſo of Anne his wife, daughter and coheireſs of Roger Newborough, 
of Berkeley in this county, eſq. She died in the year 1740. They had ſeven children: 
Newborough, - Thomas, William, and Mary, died young; Elizabeth in 1725, and 
Ann in 1729; and are all buried in this church. John their ſecond ſon, who ſucceeded 
his father, lies buried at Axbridge. Margaret his firſt wife (daughter of William 
Bragg, of Sadborough in the county of Devon, eſq;) was buried here with a ſtill-born 
daughter 1702. Thomas Prowſe, eſq; only ſon of the aboveſaid John Prowſe, erected 
this monument to their memory in the year 1751.” Arms, Prowſe, paint or three 
be nds azure, within a bordure engrailed gules; Newborough, 


BENEFACTIONS. ** In 1669, Mr. Thomas Morſe gave 208. yearly, payable out of 
his lands in Compton-Biſhop, for ever, to be diftributed, one half at Chriſtmas, and 


the other at Eaſter, among five or fix people of this pariſh of the greateſt age and 
poverty, not receiving weekly pay. 


« In 1728 Mr, William Cray gave ſeven acres of land, in the pariſh of Badgworth, 
to certain truſtees and their ſucceſſors for ever, the profits thereof to be conſtantly 
applied to the teaching of poor children of this pariſh in reading Engliſh until they 
ſhall be perfected therein.“ 


ln the church-yard is an old croſs with fix rows of ſteps. 


-CONGRESBURY, 


„ 


ATT ts 
„. 


a — . 4＋ 2 


2 


* v4 E. 
I” 
4 Fire * 
4 * * 2 Þ — — 
. * 
4 „ N 1 
. * , — = 0 
a "FP, > d — oo . - 0 1 
* * 5 — 1 ke —_ . 
— "Y * * 
— r , * a 4 


> 
= ve m = = 
L _ 1; 4 
: ; 
2 . _— m 

S oy Cr et ed n 

— — — — — "RIA R 

* 


. 


584 J] [Ulinterfioke. 
e EE'S RV REY 
rg Anciently Lunganerby ni. 


HIS pariſh lies towards the marſhes, ſeven miles north from Axbridge, and three 


northweſt from Wrington. It is watered by the river Tow, which imparts its 
name to the hamlet of Yowwoop, Y woop, or Hicawoop, ſituated about a mile eaſt- 
ward from the pariſh church, near which, on the acclivity of the hill, are upwards of one 
hundred acres of wood belonging chiefly to this pariſh. This river has over it a ſtone 


bridge of two arches in the village of Congreſbury, and empries itſelf into the Briſtol 
Channel below Week St. Lawrence, 


Another hamlet called Bzinvser, lies between Congreſbury and Churchill. 


The village of Congreſbury is pleaſant and decently built, being ſomewhat above the 
level of the moors. In the centre of the ftreet ſtands a large and lofty croſs, conſiſt- 
ing of five tier of ſteps, ſurmounted by a very lofty pillar. Here formerly was kept 
a market, and a fair is ſtill held on the 14th of September. According to ancient 


legends, it derived its name from St, Congar, a religious hermit, ſon of one of the. 
Faſtern Emperors, who A. D. 711, in order to avoid a matrimonial connection en- 


Joined him by his parents, ſtole away privately in a mean habit from the Imperial 
Court, paſſed over into Italy, thence into France, and at length came into Britain, 
where finding this ſpot agreeable with his wiſhes, being environed by water, reeds, and 
woods, he reſolved to paſs the remainder of his days, and firſt built himſelf an habita - 
tion, and afterwards an oratory to the honour of the moſt holy and undivided Trinity. 
In this place for many years he led a life of abſtinence and prayer, and Ina king of the 
Weſt-Saxons beſtowed on him the little territory lying round his cell, wherein he after- 
wards inſtituted twelve canons; and having ſettled their regulation, took a pilgrimage 


to Jeruſalem, where he died, and his body was brought back to n and 
there buried. 


At what time St. Congar had here his hermitage and cell, the great manor of Con- 
greſbury was the poſſeſſion of King Ina, and although that Prince beſtowed great part 
of it on the monaſtery of Sherborne, and King Edward the Confeſſor mother part on 


the church of Wells, yet at the Conqueſt we find the chief poſſeſſion {till i in the crown, 


and in the ſurvey of that period we have the following relation of it: 


« The King holds Cx RESBERIE. Earl Harold held it in the time of King Edward, 
e and gelded for twenty hides. The arable is fifty carucates. Five hides thereof are 
in demeſne, and there are fix carucates, and twelve ſervants, and thirty-four villanes, 
cc and thirty-four cottagers, with thirty-four ploughs. There are two mills of ſeventeen 
ce ſhillings and ſix- pence rent, and two hundred and fifty acres of meadow. Paſture 


c two miles long, and half a mile broad. Wood two miles and a half long, and half 


e a mile broad. It renders twenty-eight pounds and fifteen ſhillings of white money. 


* Creſly's Church Hiffory, $36. The Glaſtonbury Chronicles affirm that the Saints Fagan and Diruvian, in 
the year of our Lord 167, founded here a biſhoprick, which continued ſix hundred years, and was then removed 
to Wells. But our beſt hiſtorians deny the truth of this aſſertion. 
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« Of the land of this manor three thanes, Alward, Ordric, and Ordulf, hold three 
tc hides,” and three virgates of land. They themſelves held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and could not be ſeparated from the lord of the raanor. There are in de- 
ce meſne three carucates, and four ſervants, and fix villanes, and ſeventeen cottagers, 
ce with three ploughs and a half, There are twenty acres of n and thirty acres 
* of wood. The whole is worth ſixty ſhillings. 


The Church of this manor Maurice [biſhop of London] holds with half a hide. 
« It is worth twenty ſhillings, 


c From the ſame land of this manor are taken away two hides, which vegan 
© thereto.in the time of King Edward. Biſhop Giſo holds one, and it is worth four 
* pounds, Serlo de Burci and Giſlebert Fitz-Turold hold the other hide, and it 1s 
- © worth forty ſhillings.” 


This great manor continued in the crown till King John granted it with the advowſon 
of the church, and with all other its appertenances, in free, pure and perpetual alms, to 
Joceline biſhop of Bath, to hold to him and his ſucceſſors in the ſee for ever, under the 
fee-farm rent of 541. per annum, payable yearly into the exchequer for this manor, and 
thoſe of Chedder and Axbridge, (other parcels of the epiſcopal eſtates, and which about 
this time came into the poſſeſſion of the biſhoprick) in lieu of all demands, faving the 
foreſt, and except huſbote and haibote.* This charter was confirmed by King 
Henry III. who, for the love of God, and for the good eſtate of all his anceſtors and 
deſcendants, granted to the ſaid Biſhop Joceline and his ſucceſſors, that the ſaid manor 
of Congreſbury ſhould be diſafforeſted, and that he ſhould have the liberty of incloſing 
and making a park, quit from all waſte, regard and view of foreſters, and that all the 
tenants dwelling within, the ſaid manor ſhould be free from all ſuits of foreſt pleas, expe- 
ditating of dogs, and from all ſummons, queſts, and other occaſions, belonging to 
the foreſt or the foreſters. He likewiſe by his charter granted the faid Biſhop a weekly 
market, and a fair to be held yearly for two days on this his manor; with all liberties 
and free-cuſtoms appertaining to fairs and markets.* In 1293 the Biſhop's revenues in 
this place were rated at 151.” The fee-farm rent of 541. abovementioned was granted 
by the crown at different periods to its relatives; but 4 and 5 Phil, and Mary, it 
was with the demeſnes, "manor, and hundred, held by Francis earl of Huntingdon, 
and Catharine his wife, and ſold by them to Richard and George Owen; from whom 
it came to John Carr, elq; alderman of the city of Briſtol, who, in 1583, gave the 
manor, with the advowſon of the church, to the corporation of the city of Briſtol to the 
uſe of the orphans' hoſpital, which he had erected on the ſite of St. Mark's of Billiſ- 
wick, or the Gaunts, The mayor and corporation of Briſtol, as governors of the ſaid 
| hoſpital, are thus lords of this manor, 


Another manor, called the Dean's-Mancr, is held by the Dean and Chapter of Wells, 
The manor of Hrenwoop is the property of Mrs. Richardſon. 
> Lib. Domeſday. Adam. de Dose I. 409. * Ibid. 493. 


* Tbid, 500. Fin. 11 Hen, III. m. 10. ' Taxat, Temporal, 
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The church of Congreſbury, valued in 1292 at forty marks,* was appropriated in 
1359 to the Dean and Canon of Wells, and an ordination made to this effect; that the 
dean and chapter ſhould have and hold in perpetuum the ſaid church of Congreſbury, 
with the chapel of Week, and all other appertenances, ſaving the Biſhop's right of pre- 
ſenting to the vicarage in caſe of vacancy; the vicarage to conſiſt in the third part of 
all the fruits and profits of the church of Congreſbury and its appertenances, viz. all 
ſmall tithes, legacies, oblations, and all obventions of the altar, as well in the church 
of Congreſbury, as in the chapel of Week; as alſo all the tithes of corn and hay ax 
Week, and the demeſne land of the ſaid chapel, with the barton there. Likewiſe a 
moiety of the tithes of hay at Congreſbury, and the houſe lately belonging to John de 
Gardino. Alſo the third part of the tithes of certain acres of wood aſſigned to the ſaid 
church, in exchange of two faggots, which the rectors uſed to have every day out of the 
Biſhop's woods at Congreſbury. The vicar for the time being to ſerve the mother- 
church of Congreſbury, and the chapel of Week, to pay archdeacon's procurations, and 
cathedraticks," and to bear a third part of all other ordinary and extraordinary charges. 


In 1292 this vicarage with the chapel of Week was valued at twenty marks.“ It lies 
in the deanery of Axbridge, and is in the preſentation of the mayor and corporation 
of Briſtol, as abovementioned. The Rev. George Norman is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Andrew, and is a handſome edifice, conſiſting of a 
nave, chancel, and fide ailes. At the weſt end is an embattled tower, ſurmounted by a 
neat ſpire, and containing a clock and five bells. 


In the church-yard is a fine yew-tree; there are alſo the remains of an old croſs. 


In the pariſhes of Congreſbury and Puxton are two large pieces of common land, 
called Eaft and Weſt Dolemoors, which are divided into ſingle acres, each bearing a pe- 
culiar and different mark cut in the turf, ſuch as a horn, four oxen and a mare, two 
oxen and a mare, pole-axe, croſs, dung fork, oven, duck's neft, hand reel, and hare's 
tail. On the Saturday before Old-Midſummer ſeveral proprietors of eſtates in the 

pariſhes of Congreſbury, Puxton, and Week St. Lawrence, or their tenants, aſſemble 
on the commons. A number of apples are previouſly prepared, marked in the ſame. 
manner with the beforementioned acres, which are diſtributed by a young lad to each 
of the commoners from a bag or hat. At the cloſe of the diſtribution each perſon re- 
pairs to his allotment, as his apple directs him, and takes poſſeſſion for the enſuing 
year. An adjournment then takes place to the houſe of the overſeer of Dolemoors, (an 
officer annually elected from the tenants,) where four acres, reſerved for the purpoſe of 
paying expences, are let by inch of candle, and the remainder of the day is ſpent in 

that ſociability and hearty mirth, ſo congenial to the ſoul of a Somerſetſhire yeoman. 


+ Taxat. Spiritual. 


> A ſum of two ſhillings paid to the Biſhop by the inferior clergy, 4 an achnoniigmont ofthe — | 
tion, and in reverence to the cathedral dignity. 


| Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. Tant. Spiritual. 
+ From th sass ba, which Gynie a hare or rage ad feuer antes ches, of this accu 
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S a conſiderable village, ſituated in a rich valley, under the northeaſt fide of Mendip, 
L fix miles nearly north from Wells, and fourteen ſouthweſt from Briſtol. At 
Sherborne, a farm about a mile ſouthward from the church, a ſpring riſes, which, form- 
ing a brook, joins the Chew, and turns a griſt-mill and a fulling-mill in the hamlet of 
Corey, a mile towards the ſoutheaſt; and a griſt-mill in the hamlet of SnROlR, about 
a mile towards the northeaſt. [Theſe hamlets are ſituated in fine rural vales, thickly 
wooded, and encircled with high lands. On the hill there are ſeveral mines of lapis- 


calaminaris, among which are found ſome mangoneſſe, and beautiful ſparry concretions. 


The ſtone here is a maſs of pebbles rounded by water, from the ſize of a pea to that 
of an orange, in a ſtrong cement, which takes a good poliſh. In a hill called the 
Lamb, above the village, is a remarkable cavern, the deſcent into which is by a per- 
pendicular ſhaft about ſeventy fathoms in depth; at the bottom is a large vault 
extending in length about forty fathoms. The floor is full of looſe rocks; but the roof 
is firmly vaulted with rocks of limeſtone, having flowers of arboreſcent marcaſites 
hanging from it, which are very beautiful to the eye, being always kept moiſt by the 
diſtilling waters, The roof is very unequal i in height, being in ſome parts five fathoms, 
and in others not five feet. The breadth is about three fathoms. This cavern croſſes 
many veins of lead ore and lapis-calaminaris, (which in former times were raiſed here in 
great quantities) and has both in its middle and extreme parts a continuation to other 
vaults of a ſimilar deſcription. That in the middle on the eaſt fide is fifty fathoms in 
length; and that at the end lies at the depth of fourteen fathoms, and is about ſixty 
fathoms in circumference, and twenty in height. This cavern opens into another, the roof 
of which is ten fathoms in height, and runs upwards of one hundred fathoms in length. 


This pariſh is noted in our early records as belonging to Geffrey biſhop of Coutances, 
and held of him by Azelin Gouel de Percheval: 


« Azelin holds of the Biſhop, HARYETRE V. Alric and Uluric held i it in the time of 
King Edward for two manors, and. gelded for five hides. The arable is five caru- 
« cates. Thereof are in demeſne three hides, and there are two carucates, and two 
« ſervants, and nine villanes, and one bordar, and four cottagers, with three ploughs. 
« There is a mill of five ſhillings rent, and forty acres of meadow. Paſture eight fur- 

te Jongs long, and five furlongs broad. Wood four furlongs long, and two furlongs 
te and a half broad. It was and is worth forty ſhillings.” * 


This Azelin Gouel de Percheval, as in other places of this work has been mentioned, 
vas progenitor of the great family of Perceval, and, by a younger ſon, of the barons 
Harptree and Gournay. From Sir John de Harptree, living in the time of Henry I. 
deſcended Sir Robert de Harptree, who in the time of Henry III. aſſumed the name of 
Gournay, and was anceſtor of the ſeveral barons of that name, who were long ſeated in 
this pariſh at their noble caſtle of Richmont, now in ruins. The laſt of this family in 
the _ line that poſſeſſed this manor was Sir Thomas de Gournay, who at his death 


* Lib, Domeſday. Vol. ü. pp. 52, 137, 140. 
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left iſſue an only daughter and heir Joan, who became the wife of Walter de Cadicot,* 4 
and thus conveyed him this inheritance of the Gournays. This Walter de Cadicot had 
iſſue by the ſaid Joan, a daughter and heireſs, whoſe name was Alice, married to Philip 
ſon of Richard Hampton, by whom ſhe had iſſue. Richard Hampton of Eaſt-Harptree. 
Which Richard married Egelina daughter of Sir Thomas Neville, knt. and was father 
of Sir Thomas Hampton, of Eaſt-Harptree, who married Julian ſiſter of Dr, Robert 
Stillington, biſhop of Bath and Wells, by whom he had iſſue Lucy his daughter and 
coheireſs, married to Thomas Newton, eſq; who in her right became poſſeſſed of this 
manor. This Thomas was a younger brother of Sir John Newton, of Wick, de- 
ſcended from the family of Cradock, or Caradoc, of Trenewith, or Newton, in Powys- 
Land in the principality of Wales.“ The firſt of this family, of whom we have any 
certain account, was Howell ap Grono, lord of Newton abovementioned, whoſe ſon 
Cradock ap Howell ap Grono was father to Sir William Cradock, knt. lord of Newton 
in the time of Edw. II. who married Jane daughter of Sir Matthew Wogan, and was 
father of another William, who married Catharine daughter and heir of Sir William. 
Delamere, knt. by whom he had iſſue John Cradock, alſo lord of Newton. Which 
John married Joan daughter of Sir Elyder Dee, knt. and by her had iſſue Robert 
Cradock, who was buried at Nangle; he married Margery daughter of Nicholas 
Sherborne, and was father of John Cradock, who ſucceeded him ia the eſtate at Newton, 
and was buried at St. Brides. By Neſta his wife, the daughter of Sir Peter Ruſſell, he 
left iſſue a ſon of his own name, who inherited the eſtate in Wales, and having married 
Margaret daughter of Howell Moythye, of Caſtle-Ordin and Fountain-Gate,* became 
father of Sir Richard Cradock, who aſſumed the name of Newton, from that his lord- 
ſhip in Wales abovementioned. This Sir Richard was lord chief juſtice of England 
from 17 to 22 Henry VI. He married Emma daughter and coheir of Sir Thomas 
Perrot, of Iſlington, knt. by whom he had iſſue two ſons, Sir John and Thomas. Sir 
John the eldeſt married Iſabel daughter and coheir of Thomas de Chedder, by whom 
he had iſſue Richard, who died in 1500, leaving two daughters his coheireſſes, Iſabel 
the wife of Sir Giles Capel, and Jane the wife of Sir Thomas Griffin, knts. Thomas 
the ſecond ſon of Sir Richard Newton, by the heireſs of Hampton abovementioned, 
had iſſue a ſon called alſo Thomas, who by his wife Joan, the daughter of Sir John 
Barr, of Barr's-court in the county of Glouceſter, was father of another Thomas, who 
by Margery his wife, the daughter of Sir Edmund Gorges, of Wraxall, had iſſue Sir 
John Newton, of Eaſt-Harptree, knt. Which Sir John married Margaret daughter 
of Sir Anthony Pointz, knt. and died in 1568 ſeized of this manor of Eaſt-Harptree, 
and divers lands and tenements in Eſt wood, S$herall, Sherborne, Colley, and Slape, all held 
of the crown, as of the honour of Glouceſter.” He lies buried in the pariſh church of 
Eaſt-Harptree. By his ſaid wife he had iflue eight ſons and twelve daughters; of 
whom Sir Henry Newton, knt. ſucceeded to this eftate, and died ſeized thereof in 
1599. He married Catharine daughter of Sir Thomas Paſton, of Norfolk, and by her 
had iſſue Sir Theodore Newton, knt. who by Penelope daughter of Sir John Rodney, 
of Pilton, was father of John Newton, who was created a baronet 12 Car. II, but died 
without iſſue. By a deſcendant and coheireſs of a younger branch of this family this 


Ex Stemmate. Le}, Itin. vii. 88. Broke's Viſitation of Somerſetſhire, Baronetage, ii. 146. * Eſc, 
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manor: is ſaid to have come to the family of Scroope, of Louth in the county of Lincoln; ; 
and is now claimed by Thomas Scroope, eſq; the repreſentative thereof. | 


Richmont-caſtle, the old fortreſs of the Harptrees and the Gournays, lies about half 
a mile northweſtward from the church. In 1138 it was garriſoned by Sir William de 
 Harptree in favour of Maud the Empreſs, againſt King Stephen, who after the ſiege of 
Briſtol, approaching it, and pretending” to lay ſiege to it, the garriſon made a ſally to 
attack the rear of his army, which the King obſerving, haſtened with his cavalry to- 
wards the walls, and reaching them before the garriſon could ſecure their retreat, he ſet 
fire to the gates, and applied ſcaling ladders to the walls, by which means he made him- 
ſelf maſter of the place. But for many years after this the caſtle continued in preſer- 
vation, and was not entirely demoliſhed” till the time of Henry VIII. when Sir John 
Newton dug up its old foundations for the purpoſe of erefting a new houſe near it 
called Eaſtwood.5 It was an irregular fortification, the approach to it from the ſouth- 
weſt: the veſtiges of the dungeon, a circular building, are ſtill viſible. On the north 


and eaſt ſides is a ſteep deſcent into a deep narrow winding glen, the ſides of which are 
thickly veiled with wood, and very romantick. 


Eaſt-Harptree | is a prebend in the cathedral of Wells; the being is a vicarage and a 
peculiar i in the deanery of Frome. The Rev. George Swayne is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a handſome ſtructure, dedicated to St. Laurence, and is compoſed of 


a nave, chancel, and north alle. At. * weſt end is a tower, containing a clock and 
e | 


At the upper end of the chancel is a lately monument, on which lies the effigy of 
a knight in armour beſide his Lady, his hands brought over his breaſt in a ſuppliant 1 
attitude. On two pannels in the front of the tomb, are the effigies of eight boys, and ö 
twelve girls. kneeling; and under the canopy this inſcription: | 


,« Here lieth, the body of Sir John Newton, knight, who married Margaret daughter 
of Sir Anthony Pointz, knight, by whom he had iſſue eight ſons and twelve daughters, 
and departed this life the roth of April 1568, in aſſured hope of a joyful reſurrection. 

What merit honour brings, and all world's pride, 
When fatal ſtroke rents thread of mortal wight; 
If facred virtue have not been the guide | | | 
That manag'd all with gifts of matchlefs might? - | * 
Which well hee knew that here interred is, 
Whoſe virtues rate prolaim his endleſs bliſs.” 


Arms,. 1. Argent, on a chevron azure three garbs or; Newton. 2. Ermine, three 
| fuſils in feſſe fable; Sherborne. 3. Or, four fuſils in feſſe azure, over all a bend gules; 
Pennington. 4. Gules, three creſcents or. 5. Barry of eight gules and or; Pointz, 
6. Azure, three roſes or; Bardolf. 7. Gules, three eſcallops argent. 8. Sable, a 
lion rampant billety or. 9. Sable, a chevron ermine between three eſcallops argent; 
Chedder. 10. Azure, a bend between ſix fleurs-de-lis or; Hampton. 11. Ermane, a a 
fefle gules. 12. Quarterly per feſſe indented argent and azure; Acton. 13. Paly of fix 
or and azure, on a feſſe gules, three mullets with fix points of the rſt; Clambow. 14. 
8 Lel, Itin, vii. 89. 
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Gulet, a chevron between ten croſſes forme argent; Berkeley, 15. Gules, a bend be- 
tween fix croſs croſlets or; Ormſby. 16. Sable, on a chevron between three leaves or, 
a mullet of the field. 17. Paly of ſix er and azure; Gournay. 18. Argent, a croſs 
flory gules; Harptree. 19, Quarterly, Or and gules, over all a bend argent. 20, Party 
per feſſe gules and argent, a canton ſiniſter of the field. 

The ſame arms are on the ſchool-houſe, which was founded by Sir John Newton, 


and endowed with 10l. per annum for gene) 9h, ten poor nen to ee which ſchool 
is ſtill continued. 
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HIS village is ſituated under the north ridge of Bleadon-hill, ITO? the villages 
L of Banwell and Uphill. The ſoil of this pariſh is chiefly a humid loam, or low 
marſhy lands; but on the hill ſouthward from the church ſome copper, lapis-calami- 


naris, and yellow ochre, have been raiſed. 


In the time of Edward the Confeſſor the manors of Hutton, Elborough, and Win- 
terhead, were thane-land belonging to the church of Glaſtonbury, and were inſeparable 
from it; but the Conqueror on his arrival diſpoſed of theſe, with many other adjacent 
territories, to the Biſhop of Coutances. It is recorded in the ſurvey, that 


« Azelin holds of the Biſhop, Horunz, Two thanes held it in the time of King 
« Edward for two manors, and gelded for five hides, The arable is five caru- 
« cates. In demeſne is one carucate, and five villanes, and fix cottagers, having two 
te ploughs. There are thirty acres of meadow, and two hundred acres of paſture, and 
ce fifteen acres of coppice-wood. It was worth four pounds, now ſixty ſhillings. % 


Its next principal poſſeſſors were the family of Waleys, or Walſh, who held the manor 


of the Clares earls of Glouceſter. John le Waleys was lord of this manor 26 Edw. I.* 


His ſon and ſucceſſor was Adam le Waleſhe, who 7 Edw. 11. is certified to hold the ſame, 
and 1 Edw. III. he or another of his name releaſed certain lands in the pariſh of 
Hutton and elſewhere, to Sir Hugh de Langlond, knt, The ſeal appendant to his 
deed bears Ermine, a bend, and round it is Sig, Ade. de Maleys. To him ſuc- 
ceeded John le Walſhe, who 23 Edw. III. held one knight's fee and the fourth part 
of another in Hutton of Sir Hugh le Diſpenſer, as of the honour of Glouceſter,” By 
the repreſentatives of this family it was ſold to John Payne, eſq; who reſided here in 
the time of Henry VII. and whoſe grandſon Nicholas Payne conveyed it to Dr. John 
Still biſhop of Bath and Wells. From him it deſcended to his ſon Nathaniel Still, eſq; - 
whoſe daughter by marriage brought it into the Codrington family, who ſold. it to the 
Brents, Mr. Brent was owner hereof in 1741, and from him it came to his nephew 
Samuel Coopey, M. D. who afterwards affumed the name of Brent; but dying without 


Ib. Domeſday.  * Ibid. © Perambul, Foreſt, = * Raylinſon, 1. Lib. Feod, 
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iſſue, it paſſed to Humphrey Coopey, a younger brother, who alſo took the name of Brent, 
and from him it has deſcended to Charles Coopey Brent, eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor. 


Northeaſtward from Hutton ſtands the ancient vill of EL BOROUGH, which A. D. 
760 Kineulf king of the Weſt Saxons gave to his ſervant Æthelard, who beſtowed the 
ſame on the abbey of Glaſtonbury. It was then called Elenbearo; but at the Con- 
queſt, when King William ſeized it into his own hands, and conferred it on the Biſhop 
of Coutances, it had the various appellations of Lilebere and Eleberie, the former being 

an erroneous. reading of the Norman ſcribes. | 


„ Azelin holds of the Biſhop, LIEBER E. Alward held it in e time of Wig 

« Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable is four 'carucates. In demeſne are 
ee two carucates, with one ſervant, and one villane, and five cottagers, with one plough. 
ce There are twenty acres of meadow, .and forty acres of paſture, It was worth ſixty 
« ſhillings, now forty ſhillings.” 


This manor is now the property of 8 Daniel Matthews, of Barnſtaple i in the 
county of Devon, eſq; a deſcendant of the family of Payne. 


Another ancient place lies between Hutton and Uphill, and is drncininned Oue- 
MIXTON, or OLDMixon. This manor was held for divers ſucceſſions of the family of 
Arthur by the Wykes of Ninchead, and at length came to the poſſeſſion of the 
Oldmixons, who had their name from the place. Of this family was John Oldmixon, 
author of the Hiſtory of England, Life of Queen Anne, &c. He died in an advanced 
age, July 9, 1742. The manor of Eaſt-Oldmixon belongs to Thomas Symons, of 
Briſtol, eſq; that of Weſt-Oldmixon to William Doble Burridge, of Stoke-St.-Mary 
near Taunton, eſq. | 

The living of Hutton, valued in 1292 at ten marks, is rectorial in the deanery of 
Axbridge. The patronage 1 is in the Hon. James Everard Arundel and Mr. Matthews. 
The Rev. Thomas Smith is the preſent incumbent, 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, ſtands on riſing ground, near the 
aſcent of the hill ſouthward, and is a neat ſtructure, conſiſting of a nave and chancel, 
and tower at the weſt end, in which are five bells. 


Againſt the north wall of the chancel is a receſs, containing an old ſtone placed 
upright, on which is a braſs plate with the following inſcription: 


Pray for the ſoules of Thomas Payne, ſquier, and Elyzabeth bys wite, 
which departed the rv day of Auguſt in the pere of our Lord God g drrviii. 
At one corner are theſe arms, Gules, three croſſes botonnee argent, on a chief azure 
two eſcallops or; Payne: impaling /able, a bend nebule argent. 
Here is a mural monument to Nathaniel Still, eſq; who died Feb. 2, A. D. 1626; 
and in the floor is an inſcription to William Codrington, eſq; who died July 27, 1728. 
A chantry was founded in this church by John Payne, eſq; for a prieſt to perform 
maſs for the ſouls of his two wives s Elizabeth As Marianne, and for the ſouls of * his 
anceſtors deceaſed. 
Johan. Glaſton. Hiſt, ii, 371. Guilielm, Malmeſbur, &c, Lib. Domeſday, * Eſc, Tarat. Spiritual. 
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HIS is a ſmall pariſh ſituated at the very northern extremity of che hundred, 
and on the confines of that of Portbury. The country is flat and marſhy, and 
there is a large moor called Kenn-Moor, adjoining to that of Nailſea, towards the 
north, in which is a decoy pound, theſe levels being frequented by great numbers of 


aquatick fowls. A river, riſing at Midghill-pits in the pariſh of Chelvy, traverſes this 
.Pariſh in its courſe towards the ſea, and contains eels, ſandabs, and plaice. 


Of this pariſh we have the following brief memorial in the Norman record: 7: 


te The Biſhop [of Coutances] himſelf holds one land which is called Chi. There 
is half a hide, and he has there one ſervant. It is worth five ſhillings.““ BY 


Its future poſſeſſors were of the name of Key, this being the habitation of the ſame 
family for many ſucceeding ages. In the time of Henry II. when the aid was levied 
for marrying that King's daughter, John de Ken held two knights fees of the Biſhop 
of Bath. To this John ſucceeded Richard de Ken, who was living 10 Ric. I. when 
Matthew de Clevedon paid the fine of 1008. for recovering. a knight's fee in Kenn, 
Huiſh, and Penne, againſt the ſaid Richard.“ He left iſſue a ſon of his own name, who 
-was a knight, and 25 Edw. I. had ſummons to attend the King at London with horſe 
and arms to ſail. into foreign parts. 26 Edw. I. he was in the Scottiſh wars, and again 
31 Edw. I. about which time he died, and was ſucceeded in his eſtates by John de Ken, 
who was alſo a knight, and was living at Kenn 26 Edw. III.“ He had iſſue a ſon of 
his own name, who 5 Ric. II. was alſo reſident here, and then married. His ſon's 
name was John, who ſucceeded him at Kenn, and was father of Robert, who died ſeized 
. of this manor and many other eſtates in this county, 31 Henry VI. leaving John de 
Ken his ſon and heir.” Which John was living 12 Edw. IV.* and then bore for his 
arms, Ermine three creſcents gules, which arms were born by his ſucceſſors, though 
ſometimes with the variation of the creſcents being entwined.” T his John de Ken had 
ſeveral children, the eldeſt of whom being alſo called John, inherited this manor, and 
vas, ſucceeded therein by another John de Ken. Which laſt-mentioned John- was 
living at Kenn in 1545, and was twice married. His firſt wife was the daughter of 
| May, eſq; his ſecond was Margaret daughter of Sir Chriſtopher Baynham, of 
Claverwell in the county of Glouceſter, by whom he had iſſue, 1, Chriſtopher Kenn, 
who ſucceeded to the eſtate. 2. Thomas, who married a daughter of - Speke, eſqʒ 
of Clevedon, 3. John, who yas of Clevedon. 4. Edmund, who was ſeated at Hutton, 
and married a daughter of Strade, eſq; of Parnham; all which ſons left chileren, 


who diſperſed themſelves into different 1 1 of the country, and ſome of their deſcend-, 
.ants are ſtill exiſting.” !, 15 of | | 


Chriſtopher Kenn, ſon and heir of the abovenamed John IT by Florehde his 
wife, (who ſurvived him, and was afterwards married to Sir Nicholas Stalling, knt.) 


Lib. Domeſday. d Lib. Nig. Scac. i. $6. © Rot, Pip. 10 Ric. 1 2 Harl. MS. 1192. 
Cart. Antiq. Eſc. © Rot. Claus. 12 Edw. IV. Seals from ancient deeds, 
Of this family was Thomas Kean, D. D. Biſhop of this dioceſe, of whom ſee pp. 389, 390 of this _—_—_ 0 
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left iſſue two daughters his coheireſſes, viz. Margaret, married to William Guiſe, of 
Elmore in the county of Glouceſter, eſq; and Elizabeth, married to John lord Poulet, 
of Hinton-St.-George, progenitor of John earl Poulett, who is the preſent poſſeſſor of 
this manor and whole pariſh, excepting one freehold farm, called Cole-Houſe, lying 
towards Clevedon, which is the property of Mr. Willoughby. 


The living is a curacy in the deanery of Redcliff and Bedminſter, and is a chapel | 


appendant to Yatton. The Rev. Thomas Vincent is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall fabrick of one pace, having a turret at the weſt end, in which 
hangs one bell. 


In the eaſt wall of the chancel is an old monument, containing within a receſs the 


effigies of a man in. armour, and a woman kneeling, and oppoſite him are his two 
daughters kneeling, one behind the other, in the dreſs of Queen Elizabeth's time. On 
the baſe of the monument is a lady leaning on her left arm, and holding in one 
Rand an infant, and in the other a book. Above is an inſcription to Chriſtopher 


Kenn, eſq; who died Jan. 21, 1593; and to Dame Florence his widow, who erected: 
the monument. 


On a flat tones Here lyeth the body of Elizabeth, the F of John 


lord Poulet baron of Hinton-St.-George, who departed this * the 28th 1 July 
1628,” Arms, Three fwords in pile. 


On another ſtone: Here reſteth the body of Mrs. Ann 8 Te 
buried the 5th of April, anno 1645. Arms, Three bugle- horns. 


On the right ſide of the communion-· table“ Here lyeth the body of Sir 
Nicholas Stalling, knt. ſecond huſband to Dame Florence Stalling, gentleman-uſher, 


dayly waiter of our late Sovereign of famous memory Queen Elizabeth, and afterwards 
| to our dread Sovereign Lord King James; who departed this life the roth of January 

1605.“ Arms, Gules, three eſcallops in bend argent, on a chief of the ſecond a 
martlet ſable. Aa g 
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IIS village is ſituated under. the northern brow of Worle-Hill, a vaſt rocky, 
eminence, riſing precipitouſly out of the moors, about ſix miles northweſt from 
Banwell. Its moſt ancient name was Stoke, but it afterwards obtained an additional 
denomination from a faint. who had his dwelling in the hollow of the mountain, where 
the narrow craggy track by which he went to his daily devotions till preſerves his 
memory, being to this day called S/. Kew, and uſed as the church-way as rhe little 

hamlet of Mil rox, on the oppoſite {ide of the hill, | 
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At the northern extremity of this. 8 and almoſt on the brink of the Channel, 
being ſevered from it only by a narrow ſhelf of rocks, called Swallow-cliff, William de 
C qureeneye, about the year 1210, founded a priory of Auguſtine monks, at a place called 
IWarpryng,* or II vod ſpring, to the honour of the Holy Trinity, the bleſſed Virgin Mary, 
and St. Thomas Becket of Canterbury. This William de Courteneye was ſon of Robert 
de Courteneye, lord of the manors of Kew-Stoke, Swallowcliff, and Locking, and a de- 
ſcendant of William de Traci, as well as nearly allied to the three other aſſaſſinators of 
the canonized archbiſhop, to whom the monaſtery was dedicated. For this reaſon, all 
the deſcendants of thoſe families became benefactors, to this inſtitution. William de 
Courteneye, the founder, gave thereto all his lands at VWoodſpring, and a fardel of land in 
Nerthamuies, Geffrey Gilbewyn, or Gibwyne, gave the manor of Locking. Hugh de 
Nyweton gave two meſſuages, eighty-nine acres of arable land in Norton, nine acres of 
meadow, and-his commonage in ¶ oodſpring, and licence to have a free and ſpacious road 
along the grounds of the ſaid Hugh towards Wampulleſer. Henry and John Engayne 
gave the manor of M url, and the ſervice of the prior and canons in the manor of Lacking, 
and the homage and ſervice of William de Chandefeld, for one knight's fee in Chands eld, 
or Chaldfield, in the county of Wilts, and of William Beyvin for half a knight's fee in 
Candel-Beyvyn, in the county of Dorſet, and the homages and ſervice of all his free tenants 
in Morle, Noodſpring, Kew-Stoke, Milton, Ebdon, and Locking. Robert Offre, or de Ouvre, 
gave ſix acres of arable land and one acre of meadow, and Maud his wife gave all her 
lands in Chandfeld, and ſeveral parcels of land in Sandford, Bicknoller, and other places. 
Alice, the daughter of the ſaid Maud and Robert de Ouvre, confirmed her mother's 
grants, and gave four acres of arable land in Sulgſwortbh, one acre in Sulfebrogacre, three 
acres. in le Heye, half an acre of meadow in Eſtredolmore, and half an acre of meadow. in 

Weftredolmore. John ſon of Robert de Eſton gave the homage of Martin de la Cume in 
Milton. Henry the ſon of Henry de Pendeney gave certain meſſuages and curtillages 
at Pendeney, and lands in Locking and Lockingcroft. Henry Limeſheſt the ſon of Henry 
Limeſheſt gave the ſervice of Robert Wrech for lands in Sandford and Waedberough. 
Richard de Hordwell gave lands in Locking... All which ſeveral donations were ratified 

and confirmed by King Edward II.“ 72 


The priors that preſided over this houſe were, 
John, 1266. | = Wan | 


It was firſt begun at a place called Dodelinch or Dodeling, but e removed to this as a more conve- 
ment ſituation. 


b That this manor was ay very conſiderable appears by the following ſurvey : 
William [de Faleiſe] himſelf holds Wo RSPRING by the conſent of King William. Serlo [de Burci] gave 
ve it him with his daughter. Euroac held it in the time of King Edward, and gelded for fix hides and one 
„ virgate of land. The arable is twelve caracates. In demeſne - -/- - - - = . There are thirteen 
<< villanes, and fix cottagers, having fix ploughs. There are ten acres of * and ten acres of coppice- bar 
„ wood. It was always worth one hundred ſhillings. 


«© To this manor are added three hides, which, in the time of King Edward, Alward and Colo held for two 
% manors, and gelded for three hides. The arable is eight caracates. In demeſpe are three carucates, and four 
« ſervants, and feven villanes, and four cottagers, with three ploughs, and eight acres of paſture, It was always 
© worth four pounds,” Lib. Domeſday. 

| © Mon. Angl. ii. 271. . - 
| ' | Reginald 


/ 
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Reginald was prior in 1317, when he purchaſed forty acres of land in Woodborough 
of Henry Loveſhate for the uſe of his monaſtery," 
Thomas, 1383. 
Thomas de Banewell died 1414. 
Peter Loviare was elected Nov. 19, 1414. 
William Luſtre died 1457. 
John Gurman was elected April 6, 1458; ſix canons being then preſent. 
Richard Spryng was prior 1498. He reſigned Aug. 30, 1525. : 
Roger Tormenton was elected Sept. 24, 1525, when five canons were preſent.” 
He was the laſt prior of this monaſtery, and with John Berche, ſub-prior, Robert Coke, 


and five others, ſubſcribed to the King's ſupremacy Aug. 21, 1534. In 1553, there 
remained chargeable in fees to members of this houſe the ſum of 11. 6s. 8d. 


Its revenues were valued at the diffolution at 87]. 28. 114. and its ſite, together with 
the demeſne lands and the manors of Woodſpring and Locking, was granted to Sir 
William St. Loe, knt.* who 8 Eliz. fold the ſame to William Carre. By an inquiſi- 
tion taken at Axbridge 11 Sept. 3 Jac. I. it was found that Edward Carre, of Wood- 
ſpring, eſq; died 19 Jan. 2 Jac. ſeized of the ſite of the manſion- houſe of the priory of 
Woodſpring, and divers meſſuages, lands, and tenements in the vicinity thereof, leaving 
Anne his ſiſter, wife of William Vonge, of Ogborne St. George in the county of Wilts 

eſqʒ his next heir. It now belongs to John Pigott, of Brockley, eſq. 


A great part of this monaſtery, which was in its original ſtate a very extenſive and 
handſome pile of building, is ftill ſtanding. The conventual church is entire, but 
divided into ſeveral ſmall apartments and offices for the uſe of a farm, into which the 
whole premiſes have been for many years converted. The nave was lit on the ſouth. 
fide by three very large elliptick windows, which are now walled up, and in their inter- 
ſtices modern ones inſerted. On the top runs an openwork parapet of neat maſonry. 
At the caſt end is the tower, a very handſome ſtructure, ſixty-five feet in height, and 
perforated by Gothick windows, the upper ones ornamented with fret-work. On the 
north ſide of the nave is a chapel, in which, againſt one of the pillars which ſupport the 
tower, is a cherub holding a ſhield, whereon is ſculptured a chevron between three bugle- 
horns; and on the oppoſite wall is another ſhield ſuſtained in like manner, and charged 
with a heart between hands and feet pierced with nails, the uſual emblems of the cruci- 
. fixion, The cloiſters were on the ſouth fide of the church, but only the outer walls are 
now ſtanding, the area being converted into a kitchen garden. At the ſoutheaſt angle 
ſtands the friars'-hall, an elegant ſtructure, with pointed Gothick windows; and on the 
northweſt ſide of all is the monaſtick barn, a very long, large, and lofty pile. Theſe 
builc ings occupy a great ſpace of ground; but the ſeveral offices of the priory, as they. 
or iginally ſtood, extended ſtill much farther; their ruinous foundations having been 
dug up in the orchard. and in the field ſouthward, at a great diſtance. Notwithſtanding 
which, thc u.moſt number of the canons reſident in the convent does not appear to 


— 


«* Inq, 3d quod Damn. Archer, from the Regiſter of Wells, *Willis's Hiſt. of Abbies, ii. 201. 
| Pat, — — VIII. p. . * Licence to alienate, Caoles' Eſe. 
46 2 have 
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have amounted to more than ten at any period. The ſpot in which it ſtands is - 
extremely ſolitary, and well calculated for religious retirement; on the eaſt, weſt, and 
north it projects into the ſea, and towards the ſouth lies a long level track of dreary 


plain, interſected by droves, and terminated by the high ridge of Worle-hill; being on 


every ſide ſhut out as it were from the commerce of human ſociety. 


Near Kew-Stoke is a hamlet called NozTox, which heretofore belonged to the 
Beauchamps, and afterwards to the Chedders, and the Duke of Somerſet, in whoſe 
ſchedule it is valued at 371. 128. 4d.* It is now the property of John Freke Willes, eſq. 


- The hamlet of Bux ro in this pariſh was anciently held of the barony of Worleſton, 
1 Edw. I. by Adam le Iroys, and 19 Edw. II. by Philip le Iroys his fon.” 19 Ric. II. 
the hamlets of Burton and Mir ron were held of the King in chief by Thomas 


de Lyons.“ 


On the ſea coaſt, terminating in a point, is a ſmall hamlet called SAND or Soup. 
The church of Kew-Stoke, valued in 1292 at eight marks, was appropriated to 


the prior and convent of Woodſpring. The living is a vicarage in the deanery of Ax- 
bridge, and in the giſt of the crown. The Rev. Dr. Layard is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Paul, ſtands under the rocky height of 


Worle-hill, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and ſouth aile; at the * end is a tower 
containing five bells. 


On the floor of the nave is the mutilated effigy of a female, ing with the head 
towards the weſt, the hands off, and the face much disfigured. 


* MS. Valor. Lib. Feod. ” Eſc . ® Taxat, Spiritual. 
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S ſituated in the valley, adjoining the moors, on the north ſide of Hutton and 


Bleadon-hills, The country here is very woody, and the lands moſtly ae the 
number of houſes twenty- four, of inhabitants one hundred and thirty. | 


By an inquiſition taken 32 Edw. III. it was found that the prior and convent of 
Dodelinch, or Woodfpring, in the year 1214, obtained to themſelves and their ſuc- 
ceſſors, this manor of Locking, otherwife called Lockingheved, of Gefirey Gibwyne, 
who had it by grant from the Fundy of Courtney.* This donation was ratified to the 
monks by Hen. III. and Edw. I. II. and III. and in 1293 their poſſeſſions here were 
rated at twenty ſhillings.” After the diſſolution the manor was granted to Sir William 
St. Loe, knt. who 33 ; Henry VIII. fold it with the advowſon of t the church to Thomas 
Clarke, eſq; whoſe ſon and heir Henry Clarke conveyed the ſame to the family of 


* Eſc. 8 Taxat, Temporal. 1 30 Hen. VIII. p. Licence to alienate. 
: | e Norris, 
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Norris, whence it came to that of Carlile, and afterwards to the Plomleys. In the 
time of the Duke of Monmouth's rebellion John Plomley, efq; was ſeized hereof, but 
being found in the rebel army, he forfeited the eſtate, and it then became the poſſeſ- 
non of Edward Colſton, eſq; who in the year 1708 ſettled it on his great ſchool in 
Briſtol. | 


The living, valued in 1292 at ſix marks, was appropriated likewiſe to Woodſpring 


priory; it is a vicarage in the deanery of Axbridge, and in the gift of the Chamber of 
Briſtol; the Rev. William Camplin is the preſent incumbent. 


I.hhe church, which is dedicated to St. Auguſtin, ſtands on an eminence in the valley, 
© and is a neat fabrick of one pace, having a tower at the weſt end in which hang four bells. 


© Taxat. Spiritual. 
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wh per village is ſituated under Crook's-Peek, a remarkable eminence, at the weſtern 
1 extremity of Mendip, four miles northweſt from Axbridge, and fixteen north from 
Bridgwater. The ſpot on which it ſtands is very romantick, being on the lope of a 
rocky projection, very: fteep and lofty: The houſes (moſtly cottages) are built at 
random among the craggy protuberances, inſomuch that at a diſtance the place has the 
appearance of a town in ruins. The lands are almoſt wholly paſture, and towards the 
ſouth and weſt a marſh, The number of houſes is twenty-two, and of inhabitants one 
hundred. A ſmall brook, riſing in the pariſh of Winſcomb, divides this pariſh from 
that of Compton-Biſhop, and falls ſoon after into the river Ax. 


The manor of Loxton was given by William wan to Euſtace earl of 
Bulloigne, and we find it recorded, that | 


« The Earl himſelf holds Locntsrons. - Ulveva held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for five hides. The arable is ſeven carucates. Thereof are in 
te demeſne four hides, and there are two carucates, and two ſervants, and five villanes, 
< and ſix cottagers, with three ploughs. There is a mill of fix-pence rent, and fifty 


« acres of meadow, and ſixty acres of paſture, and ſix acres of n It was 
and is worth one hundred ſhillings. 


In the time of Edw. I. this manor was held by Oſbert de Bath,” and William 


Weyland, but in what right does not appear. About the latter end of the reign of 
Henry Iv. Nicholas Bubwith, biſhop of Bath and Wells, made a purchaſe of the whole 
"manor with its appertenances, and by his deed gave and granted the ſame to the heirs 
of Latimer and Grenham, of their bodies lawfully begotten, to be divided equally 
between them; remainder in default of ſuch iſſue to the cathedral.church of Wells, to 


Lib. Domeſday, - Efe. © *© Perambul, Foreſt; 
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be therein veſted for ever. Of the heirs of theſe families the manor was purchaſed 
about the time of Henry VIII. by Giles Dodington, a younger ſon of Richard 
Dodington, of Dodington in this county, eſq, Which Giles married the daughter and 


heireſs of —— Morgan, and was father of Henry Dodington, of Loxton, whoſe poſte- 
rity continued in the male line till the beginning of the reign of Charles I. when, on 


failure of heirs male, the eſtate came to Sir Francis Dodington, of Dodington, knt. and 


it is now the property of his repreſentative the Right Hon. Earl Temple. 


The living is rectorial in the deanery of Axbridge, and i in the gift of the Biſhop of 
the dioceſe; the Rev. William Turner! is the preſent rl In 1292 this rectory 
was valued at twelve marks. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Andrew, ſtands in a low ſituation eaſtward 
from the village, and by the ſide of a range of rich meadows. It is a very humble build- 
ing of one pace, with a tower on the ſouth ſide thirty-ſix feet in height, and contain- 
ing three bells. In the eaſt window of the chancel is St. Andrew with his croſs, in 
painted glaſs. 


BEnzFacTIONS. © Mr. Richard Lewes gave unto the poor day-labourers of Loxton 
the ſum of forty ſhillings, to be paid yearly for ever on Good-Friday. 


« Alſo Mrs. Ann Gadd, widow, of this pariſh, who died in the year 1765, gave by her 
laſt will ta the miniſter; churchwardens, and overſee:s for the time being, and their 
ſucceſſors for ever, as executors in truſt, the ſum of fifty pounds, to lay out on the beſt 
ſecurity they ſhould be able to get; that with the intereſt of it rhey might from time to 
time pay ſome proper inhabitant for teaching poor children of the pariſh to read and knit.” 


In the church-yard there is a croſs 16 feet high, with an aſcent of five ſteps. 
* Excerpt, e Regiſt. Wellen. Bee page 518, 3 Taxat. Spiritual. 


1 
TS. a ſmall pariſh lying in that dead heavy flat which extends from Banwell on the 
ſouth, to Congreſbury on the northeaſt, and the Briſtol Channel on the northweſt. 
The Lads” which formerly were covered by the waters of the ſea, are moſtly converted 


to the uſes of grazing and dairy, and are very rich, —_ divided by deep goat i in 
which are eels i in great abundance. i 


Puxton was anciently a member of the great' manor of Baaniet, and was always held 
of the Biſhops of Bath and Wells, as ſuperior lords. Its chief poſſeſſors were the family 
of St. Loe, who held it from the time of Henry VI. to the 5th year of Queen Elizabeth, 
when Sir. William St. Loe releaſed all his right herein to Ralph Jennyns, of Iſlington, 
eſq; whoſe ſon Richard fold it, together with the manor of Edingworth in this county, 
to Wadham Windham, eſq. It is now the inheritance of the Hon. James Everard 

Arundel, 
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The church of Puxton was formerly a chapel of eaſe to Banwell, and fo ie 


till the year 1772, when it was divided from it. It is a perpetual curacy in the deanery 8 


of Axbridge, and in the giſt of the Dean and Chapter of Briſtol. The Rev. John 
Chapman is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is a ſmall building, dedicated to St. Saviour, is of one pace, and has at 
the weſt end a tower with open balluſtrades at the top, and containing two bells. 


BeneracTiONS. © William Counſell, who died July 15, 1771, gave ten ſhillings for 
a ſermon to be preached the 5th day of January; and ten ſhillings in bread to the clark 
and the ſecond poor, to be equally divided between them on that day for ever. To be 
raiſed out of the profit of a piece of land called Eaft-Hays in this pariſh.” 


« Mary Counſell, widow of the aboveſaid William Counſell, gave alſo a flyer plate 
for the altar,” 


R O WB E R R O . 


8 a ſmall pariſh lying about two miles ſouth from Churchill, in a cove on the top 
of Mendip, whence there is a moſt beautiful proſpect of the Channel from Uphill to 
Portiſhead- point. On the north ſide of the pariſh a very deep winding dell ſinks 
almoſt perpendicularly from the hill, and its ſides near the bottom are ſhagged with 
coppice· woods, and intermingled with great cragged rocks. In this retired valley are a 
ſew cottages, and a fine rivulet of water, ſpringing from the ſides of the cliff, murmurs 
ong the bottom. The vaſt rocky encampment of Doleberry riſes to the north, and 
rms a very romantick outline. The village conſiſts of about fifty houſes, and near 
three hundred inhabitants, who are moſtly miners ; great quantities of lapis- calaminaris, 
and ſome lead, being raiſed here. Very little wood thrives near the village, the fumes 
ariſing from the burning of the calamine being very deſtructive to their foliage. 


The manor of Rowberrow was parcel of the ancient poſſeſſions of the abbey of St. 
Auguſtine in the city of Briſtol, and their eſtate here was valued in 1293 at 21. 6s. 8d.“ 
Upon the erection of the biſhoprick of Briſtol out of the ruins of the diſſolved abbey, 
King Henry VIII. by his letters patent bearing date the 34th year of his reign, granted 
this manor to Paul Buſh, the firſt Biſhop of that ſee.” Its valuation at that time was 
20l. 38. 5d. In the rebellion of the laſt century this manor with many others was 
taken away from the biſhoprick, and was fold March 21, 1650, to Philip Nye and 
Theophilus Archer. The manor is now held under the Chamber of Briſtol by William 
Swymmer, eſq. 


The abbot and convent of St. Auguſtine aforeſaid were patrons of the benefice of 
Rowberrow; and afterwards the patronage came to the Biſhop of Briſtol, in whom it 


* Taxat, Temporal, Pat. 34 Hen, VIII. p. ic. am 
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| Kill continues. It is a rectory in the deanery of Axbridge; ab the Rev. George Inman 


is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Michael the archangel, and is a neat building of one 
pace, with a tower at the weſt end containing ſix muſical bells. 


1 


—  y©C__m_—— 
* ,” 


n Ft e Dot: 1 1s Money 


Als pariſh adjoins to Rowberrow, ſouthward, being ſituated' on the ſame fide of 
Mendip, the lofty wild ſwells of which bound it on the north, eaſt, and ſouth; 

but towards the weft and northweſt a fine extenſive proſpe& opens over Brean- Down, 
the Channel, the Holmes, Worle, and Clevedon-hills, the coaſt of South-Wales, and 
the mountains near Abergavenny in Monmouthſhire. The number of houfes which 
compoſe this pariſh is ſeventy-three; the inhabitants are about three hundred and 
eighty, and almoſt all of them miners, conſtantly employed in raiſing the /apis-calaminaris. 
There are upwards of one hundred of theſe mines now working, many of which are 


in the ſtreet, in the yards, and ſome in the very houſes. The uſual depth of the ſhafts 
is from ſix to twelve fathoms. 


This calamine ſtone is a kind of foſſilly bituminous earth, vrinicipdlly uſed in con- 
verting copper into braſs. It lies in ftrata nearly perpendicular, and moſtly in a direc- 
tion from eaſt to weſt. When the ore is firſt raiſed it has the appearance of browniſh 
yellow gravel, and is often intermixed with eyes or fmall veins of lead. When dug it 
is waſhed, or buddled (as the miners call it) in rumning water, which tarries off the 
earthy parts, leaving the calamine, lead, and ſparry concretions at the bottom. They 
then put it into a ſieve and ſhake it in water, by which means the lead ſinks loweſt, the 
ſparry parts riſe on the top, and the calamine remains in the middle. Thus prepared, 
they bake it in an oven four or five times, the flame being fo directed as to paſs over it, 
by which means it is calcined, It is then picked and ſifted, and ſent in bags to Briſtol, 
where it is ground as fine as flour, and mixed wigh powdered charcoal and water into a 
maſs or paſte. Seven pounds of this calamine is put into a gallon melting pot, and on 
the top five pounds of copper. It is then let down into a wind furnace, and remains 
there about-eleven or twelve hours, in- which. time the whole is converted into braſs. 
After melting it, it is caſt into plates or lumps. Forty- five pounds of calamine pro- 


duce thirty when calcined, and fixty pounds of 9 make with eaten, one hun- 
dred pounds of brafs. 


So very lucrative is this ſubterraneous occupation of the. inhabitants of Shipham, 5 
that a miner with proper aſſiduity may earn a guinea a day. 


A fair for cattle, ſneep, and pigs, is held here November the 17th. 


The manor of Shipham belonged at the Conquzſt to Roger de Curcelle, and is thus 
deſcribed: 


e Robert 
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« Robert holds of Roger, Steruau. Alduin held it in the time of King Edward, 
* and gelded for four hides. The arable is ſix carucates. In demeſne are two caru- 
te cates, and two villanes, and ſeven cottagers, with one plough. There are three acres 
ce of meadow, and two hundred acres of paſture, and ten acres of coppice-wood. It 
cc was worth forty ſhillings, now thirty ſhillings.” 


This manor was held of the barony of Curry-Mallet, by the family of Malherbe, for 

many generations. 12 Henry II. Robert Malherbe held it of William Malet as of that | | 
+ barony,” and was ſucceeded by William Malherbe in the ſame tenure. Which William 

had iſſue another William, who poſſeſſed the whole village of Shipham, with its woods 

and appertenances, 26 Edw.I.* 5 Edw. II. the ſame or another William Malherbe is | ; 

certified to hold two knights fees in Shipham, Standerwick, and Chedder, of Sir 1 

Nicholas Pointz, as of his barony of Curry-Mallet' in which he was ſucceeded by 

Robert Malherbe, who was living here 8 Ric. II.” 6 Henry IV. Sir Peter Courtney, 

knt. held the manor with the advowſon of the church of Sir Matthew de Gournay, knt. 

together with the manors of Chedder and Leigh of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 

Newton-St. Loe of the King, as of the dutchy of Lancaſter, and Shobworth' of the 

Earl of Sarum. From the family of Courtney it came to the St. Loes, and from them . 
to the family of Botreaux, whoſe heireſs brought it in marriage to Sir Robert Hunger- 
- ford, knt. The Chedders were alſo ſometime poſſeſſed of the manor of Shipham, 

and from them by coheireſſes it paſſed to the families of Newton and Capel. 


Moreover it further appears, from the regiſters of Wells, that 9 Edw. IV. John Pope | 4 
and Richard Swan, clerks, gave the manor of Shipham, and the advowſon of the church 
of the ſaid manor, which they had by the gift and feoffment of Thomas de Beckington 
biſhop of Bath and Wells, to William Witham, dean, and the chapter of that cathe- 
dral.* Which grant was confirmed by Queen Elizabeth in her charter to the ſaid 
dean and chapter,' in whom it _ continues, being held under them by Willianr 
Weſley, of Briſtol, eſq. | 


Weſtward from Shipham is a ſmall hamlet called WixTERHEAD, which moſt evi- 
dently partakes of the etymology of the hundred now under our notice. It is corruptly 
called in the Norman record J/intreth, and is thus deſcribed: BEAR 


« Herluin holds of the Biſhop [of Coutances] WI x TRETH. Brictric held it in the 

ee time of King Edward, and gelded for one hide. The arable is two carucates, with 

ce two villanes, and two cottagers, and two ſervants. There are eight acres of meadow, 
cc and three acres of bruſhwood; It was and is worth twenty ſhillings,” 


„Lib. Domeſdzy. * Lib. Nig. Scac. 3. 93; * Perambul. Foreſt. Lib. Feod.. Cart. Ang 


This manoris ſet down in Domeſday book tie proparts of William de Moion : 

« Meinfrid and Robert hold of William, CI EW DE. Two thanes held it in the time of King Edward, and- 
« pgelded. for one hide. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne is one carucate, and one villane, and four 
«* cottagers, with half a plough: There are four acres of meadow, and fifty acres of paſture, and five acres of 
* wood. It was formerly worth ten-ſhillings, now twelve ſhillings.” 14 Edw. I. Robert de Chubbeworth held. 
half a knight's fee in Chubbeworth of Sir John de Mohun. Lib. Feed. 


$73 ml. ia. * Excerpt. e Regiſt, Wellen. dl. rn 
"= Lib, Domeſday. 
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This hamlet was held in the time of Edward I. of the honour of Glouceſter, by the 
family of Arthur of Clapton, afterwards by the Berkeleys, Botreaux, and Chedders;" 
and now belongs to the repreſentative of Mr, Jones, of Bath, who had it in right of 

his wife, the widow of the late Mr. Vaughan, who reſided here. 


The living of Shipham, which was valued in 1292 at ſix marks,? is a rectory in the 
deanery of Axbridge, and in the gift of the Dean and —— of Wells; the Rev. 
Henry Penny is the preſent incumbent. 


The church is dedicated to St. Leonard, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and ſouth 


aile; at the weſt end is a tower ſurmounted * a ſmall ſtone ſpire, and containing ths 
bells. 


* i A Mr. Andrews left by will ewenty ſhillings a year to the ſecond poor of this pariſh 
N for ever. There is alſo a ſmall piece of ground called the — the rent of which 
belongs to the ſecond poor. 
The chriſtenings 1 in this pariſn on an average are 11, the burials 8 annually. 
» Eſc. * Taxat, Spiritual. 
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HIS pariſh is ſituated in a fine champaign country, under the brow of Mendip, 
five miles weſt from Wells, and in the road from that city to Axbridge. The 
moors bound it towards the weſt, interſperſed with ſome beautifully green and woody 
hills, Great part of the hamlet of Drarcor lies within this pariſh, which contains 
about forty houſes, and two hundred inhabitants. 


The following memorial of this manor, which was anciently written Stole, but 
which in aftertimes obtained the appellations of Szoke-Giffard and Rodney-Stoke, from its 
reſpective poſſeſſors, is tranſmitted us in the general Norman ſurvey: 


« Alward and his brocher hold Sroche. Their father held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for three hides. The arable is two carucates, and there are with 
* jt one villane, and one ſervant, and thirteen cottagers. There are fifteen acres of 


*© meacow, and eight acres of paſture, © It was formerly worth ſixty ſhillings, now fifty 
* ſnillings. 


Soon after the Conqueſt this eſtate by ſome means or other came to the ** of 

the family of Diſpenſer.” Upon the forfeiture of Aumaric le Diſpenſer, 18 Joh. that 

King granted the manor to Sir Oſbert Giffard, a powerful man of that time, deſcended 

x from the Barons Giffard, of Brimpsfield. This Oſbert Giffard was progenitor of ſeveral 


* Lib. Domeſday, » MS. Carew. 
| . 
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others of the ſame name, all knights and perſons of great account; the laſt of whom in 
the time of Edw. I. left iſſue a daughter and heir named Maud, who being married to 
Sir Richard de Rodney, knt. brought him this manor and eſtate. 


This Sir Richard de Rodney was deſcended from Walter de Rodney, a famous par- 
tizan of the Empreſs Maud, by whoſe gift he had the manors of Backwell, Lamyat, 
and Rolſton, beſides other eſtates in this county, Cornwall, and Devon, which deſcended 
to his ſon and heir Sir Henry de Rodney, knt. Which Sir Henry was ſteward to 
Henry ſon of King Henry II. and occurs in that reign an arbitrator between the Dean 
and Chapter of Wells cathedral. He had iſſue Sir Richard de Rodney, knt. who 
4 Ric. I. was flain at Acres in Paleſtine, and was ſucceeded by William de Rodney his 
ſon, who was ſent by King John as embaſſador to the court of Rome, and dying in his 
Journey thither was buried at Viterborne. His ſon and heir was Sir Richard de 
Rodney, knt. who in the year 1234 was ſlain at Hereford by Llewellyn prince 
of Wales. He married Jane daughter of Sir John Eaſtley, knt. by whom he had iſſue 
two ſons, Richard and Thomas, the eldeſt of whom loſing his life at the ſame time with 
his father, this eſtate deſcended to the younger ſon Thomas. Which Thomas was alſo 
a knight, and married Margaret daughter of Sir Arnold Montenay, knt. by whom he 
had iſſue Richard de Rodney, who in 1316 was knighted in the great hall of the abbey of 
Keynſham, Almarick earl of Pembroke veſting him with the ſword, and Lord Maurice 
de Berkeley putting one ſpur on his right foot, and Bartholomew lord Badleſmere 
another on his left.. In the ſame year he had a charter of free-warren in all his lands 
in this pariſh, to which he ſucceeded by his marriage with Maud the daughter and 
heireſs of Sir Oſbert Giffard, as before- mentioned. He died about the laſt year of 
Edw. II. leaving iſſue by the ſaid Maud, Sir Walter de Rodney, knt. who ſucceeded 
to the family eſtate, conſiſting of the manors of Stoke-Giffard, Backwell, Tilley's- 
Court, Twiverton, Saltford, Winford, Hallatrow, Lamyat, Lovington, Dinder, Over- 
Badgworth, Congreſbury-Rodney, and rents and tenements in the city of Briſtol. 
This Sir Walter was ſheriff of this county and Dorſet, 11, 12, and 13 Edw. HI. He 


was twice married, having to his firſt wife Catharine daughter of Sir Fulke Fitzwarren, 


kat. by whom he had two fons, William, who left only a daughter, and Thomas, who 
ſucceeded to the eſtate; his ſecond wife was Alice, daughter of Sir John Clifford, knt.* 


Thomas de Rodney, ſon and heir of Sir Walter de Rodney, married Elizabeth 
daughter of Sir John Bluet,.of the county of Wilts, knt. and by her had iflue Sir 
Thomas de Rodney, knt. who married Catharine daughter of Sir Robert Chedder, 
knt. and by her had three fons, John, Thomas, and Richard,. and a daughter named 
Catharine.. Sir John de Rodney, knt. the eldeſt fon and heir, was ſheriff of this county 
11 and 20 Ric. II. and married Jane daughter of Hugh Creſcy, by whom he had iſſue 
two ſons, Walter and William, and a daughter Jane. He died 2 Henry IV. Walter 
the eldeſt ſon ſucceeded to this manor ; he was a knight, and ſerved the office of ſheriff 
for this county and Dorſet, 8 Henry IV. He died 1 Henry V. leaving iſſue by Dorothy 
his wife, daughter of Sir John St. John, knt. Sir John de Rodney, knt. who ſucceeded 
him in this manor, and died ſeized thereof 8 Henry V. leaving iſſue Sir Walter de Rodney; 


e Selden's Titles of Honour, 375. © Carew, MS. 


4. H. 2. knt.. 
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STOKE-GIFFARD. [TUinterſtoke, 

knt. who 18 Henry VI. was ſheriff of Somerſet and Dorſet, and died 6 Edw. IV.“ 

By his wife Margaret, daughter of Walter lord Hungerford, he was father of Thomas 

Rodney, lord of this manor. Which Thomas died 10 Edw. IV. leaving iſſue by 
Iſabel his wife three ſons, Sir John, Thomas, and Walter, and two daughters, Joan 

and Anne. Sir John Rodney was ten years old at his father's deceaſe, and his ward- 

ſhip was committed to Richard Crofts, eſq. This Sir John reſided at Stoke, where he 

built a great part of the «manſion, the ruins of which yet appear. He married Anne 

daughter of Sir James Crofts, knt. by whom he had iſſue three ſons, Sir Walter, 

George, and Francis, and two daughters, Grace and Elizabeth. It is obſervable that 
the great eſtate of Sir Richard de Rodney continued without increaſe or diminution in 

the heir male of the family till the time of this Sir John, who made a ſmall alteration 

grounded on the. following incident: The eldeſt and one of the younger brothers 

ſhooting at buts, differed about a ſhot, which was left to the other brother to decide, 

who did it in favour of the younger. This cauſed the eldeſt to threaten them both 

that they ſhould repent it when he came to his land. Sir John, the father, overhearing, 
called them to him, and told his eldeſt ſon, that he would make them live without him, 

and thereupon ſettled his manors of 80 rag iT and Congreſbury, on his two 

younger ſons, and their heirs,” 


Walter, eldeſt ſon and heir of Sir John Rodney, was a knight and Meritt of this 
county and Dorſet, 3 Henry VIII.; he died in the life-time of his father, having mar- 
ried Elizabeth daughter of Edmund Compton, eſq; and ſiſter of Sir William Compton, 
knt. by whom he had one ſon, John, and two daughters, Elizabeth and Anne. The 
eldeſt ſon John Rodney married Elizabeth daughter of John lord Mordaunt, by whom 
at his death, Dec. 25, 2 Edw. VI. he left one ſon Maurice, and two daughters Anne 
and Ehzabeth.* Maurice was nine years of age at his father's death, and committed 
in ward to Serjeant Powtrell, who it ſeems carried him to his houſe in the north of 
England, where he was careleſsly bred, and during his nonage married to a ſmith's 
daughter, from whom he was afterwards divorced, and married ſecondly Jane 
daughter of Sir Thomas Dyer, of Somerford in the county of Wilts; knt, This 
Maurice ſerved the office of ſheriff for this county aud Dorſet, 22 Eliz. and was one of 
thoſe good-minded hoſpitable gentry who benefited their neighbourhood by reſidence 
at their country houſes, killing at certain ſeaſons of the year an ox a day, and was the 
firſt that gave liyeries to his men in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. He had iſſue three 
ſons, Henry and Thomas, who both died in their father's life-time, and George, who 
ſucceeded him at Stoke, and alſo two daughters, Dorothy, married to Rice Davis, eſq; 
of the Middle-Temple; and Jane to Henry Trenchard, of the county of Dorſet, elq. 
George, the only ſurviving ſon, was knighted; and married in his father's life-time 
Anne the daughter of Matthew Smyth, of Long-Aſhton in this county, eſq; with whom 


604 


he had a fortyne of two thouſand. pounds, and from his father a ſettlement of the manors 


of Rodney-Stoke, Backwell, Dinder, Lamyat, Lovington, Twiyerton, Saltford, Win- 
ford, and Hallatrow.' But dying without ifſue the family eſtate devolved to the 
deſcendants of George the ſecond ſon of Sir John Rodney, * Anne bt of Sir 
James Crofts, of whom I haye before made mention. 


. Ms. Carew,” © * Coles's Efe. IS. Whew: : i Ex. Autog: 
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This George, lord of the manors of Over-Badgworth and Congreſbury-Rodney, by 
Elizabeth Kirton his wife, had iſſue one ſon, John, and four daughters, Barbara, 
Honora, Agnes, and Lucretia, John his ſon and heir was educated at Corpus-Chriſti 
college in Oxford, and was knighted. by King James I. at the Charter-houſe in London, 
May 7, 1603. He married Jane, daughter. of Sir. Henry Seymour, Ent. with whom 
he had one thouſand pounds for her portion“ This Sir John bought the farm of 
Chedder, and made many other purchaſes; notwithſtanding which the ancient inhe- 
ritance in his time became conſiderably diminiſhed by ſuits at law, and portions 
ſettled on his daughters. He had ſeventeen children, ſeven only of whom furvived 
him, viz. Sir Edward Rodney his heir; Henry, who was drowned on the coaft of 
Africa; George, who-married Anne daughter -of Sir Thomas Lakes; and widow of 
William Cecil lord Roos; and William, who married Alice daughter of Sir Thomas 
Cæſar, and was buried at Huntſpill; Elizabeth, wife of James Kirton, of the Middle- 
Temple, eſq; Penelope, wife of Sir Theodore Newton, of Barrow's-court in the 


county of Glouceſter, knt.; and Jane, married, | to Jann Trenchanh of Warmwell in 
the county of Dorſet, eſq. g 


5 Sir Edward Rodney, eldeſt ſon and heir of Sir John Rodney, mied in 1600 14 
Frances the daughter of Sir Robert Southwell, of Woodriſing in the county of Nor- 
folk, knt. and Lady of the Privy- chamber to Queen Anne, by whom he had iſſue five 
ſons, John, John, Edward, William, and George, who all died without iſſue; and 
ſeveral daughters, who became ccheireſſes to the eſtates; of whom Anna being married 
to Sir Thomas Bridges, of Keynſham in this county, knt. a younger branch of the 
Lord Chandos's family, conveyed to him this portion of her inheritance, now the 
poſſeſſion of the repreſentatives of the late Duke of Chandos. 


From a branch of the Rodneys of Rodney-Stoke, is deſcended Sir George Brydges 
Rodney, created a baronet Jan. 21, 17 54, and Baron Rodney, of Rodney-Stoke, 


June 19, 1782, who ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the late war againſt the naval 
adverſaries of Great-Britain. 


The old family ſeat ſtands ALLE near the church. 


On the northweſt ſide of this pariſh lies the ancient 67 "0 of Mats ns or 
ANbREDESEY, formerly, and ſtill as to parochial concerns, belonging to Glaſtonbury. 
This place, which had the name of Andredeſey from an ancient church ſtanding on the 
acclivity of the hill, and dedicated to the Apoſtle St. Andrew, was given in the year 

: of our Lord 670 by Kenewalch king of the Weſt-Saxons to Berthwald abbot of 
Glaſtonbury, and his ſucceſſors in that monaſtery for ever.“ It was afterwards appro- 
priated to the facriſtary" of the canvent, and continued in the monks” poſſeſſion till their 
diſſolution, when King Henry VIII. by his letters patent bearing date the 36th year of 
his reign, granted to John Malte, eſq; the manor of Andreſey, otherwiſe called Nylond, 
formerly parcel of the poſſeſſions of the monaſtery of Glaſtonbury, as alſo the rectory 
and the church of the ſaid manor of Andreſey,, otherwiſe Nylonae.” 


Ms. Carew, Johan: Glaſton. Hiſt, i. 12. See vol. fi. of this work, p. 244. et ſeg. 
Adam de Domerham. i. 49. II bid. n. 313. * Pat. 36 Hen, VIII. 
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NyLAND=BIEL, riſing abruptly out of the valley, has a pictureſque appearance. Near 
it is a very large decoy pool, in which a great number of wild ducks, teal, widgeon, 
ſea-pheaſants, and other fowl, are captured. 


The benefice of Stoke is rectorial, in the deanery of Axbridge, and in the patronage 
of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells; the Rev. William Kymer | is the preſent incumbent, 
In 1292 this living was valued at eight marks.” 


The church is dedicated to St. Leonard, and conſiſts of a nave, chancel, and ſmall 
aile or chapel on the north ſide, belonging to the Rodney family. At the weſt end is a 
ſubſtantial embattled tower containing four bells, 


In the north wall of the chancel, and between it and the chapel, is a monument of 
ſtone under a Gothick niche, having thereon the following coats, but no inſcription, 
viz. 1. Three eagles diſplayed, Rodney, impaling, quarterly per feſſe indented, in the 
firſt quarter a lion paſſant, Crofts. 2. Rodney impaling a roſe, Modyford. 


Adjoining the above in the ſame wall, under a canopy, is a large ſtone, on which lies 
the effigy of a knight in armour, his ſword lying on his breaſt, and his helmet ſtanding 
by his head. Above the arch, the upper part of which is tumbled to pieces, are theſe 
arms: 1. Sable, two bars argent in chief three plates; Hungerford. 2. Hungerford, 
impaling Rodney. 3. Rodney ſingle. 4. Rodney, impaling three eſcutcheons charged 
with as many cinquefoils; Vowell. 5. The laſt ſingle. | 

On the north ſide of the chapel is a ſtately mural monument of ſtone, on which in 
two oval niches under a grand canopy, the curtains of which are tied back, ſtand the 
buſts of a gentleman and lady in black robes, and on a tablet is this inſcription : 


An epitaph on the right worthy Sir Edward Rodeney, knt. and his ladye, the Lady 
Frances Rodeney, who a while ſurvived him, but is now interred in the ſame 8 aria 


cc Reader, behold this one made twaine, 
By mariage once, by death againe. 
Such noble, wiſe, and fortunate— 
Inferior only unto fate: 
And could this urn its ſilence breake, 
Their tongues would mend what ours can ſpeake. 

This was that large and letter'd mind, 
Where wiſe and juſt were ſo combin'd, - 
That his devoted country tooke 
Him for their judge, councell, and booke: 
And while he liv'd, juſtice (tis known) 
| Reſign'd her ſcales to him alone: 

Blameleſſe even in his enemies eyes, 
Unleſs they griev'd he was too wiſe. 


His Ladie, to the virtuous dear, 
Was only meete to be his peere; 
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For moral parts and. parentage 

The moſt accompliſh'd of her age. 
Heav'n therefore deſtin'd them to have 
One heart and bed, and now one grave.” 


Arms, Or, three 2 diſplayed gules, Rodney; impaling, argent three cinqueſoils 
gules, Southwell. 


Under the eaſt window are the remains of a noble monument, on the tomb whereof 
lies the effigy of a lady of a ſweet and delicate countenance, having a double row of 
beads upon her neck and round her arms; on a tablet is the following memorial: 


Heere reſteth in the peace of Gov, the body of the Right Hon. Anna Lakes, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Lakes, of Channons in Middleſex, ſometime principal ſecre- 
tary and councellor to King James; firſt married to William Cicell lord Roos, eldeſt 
ſonne to the ſeconde Earle of Exeter of that family; ſince wife to George Rodeney, 
eſq; ſonne of Sir John Rodeney, knt. by the ſpace of ten years, who by this ſtone doth 
acknowledge her deſerts towards him, and deſireth to perpetuate the memory of a good 
wife, and a moſt penitent Chriſtian, She died in the yeare of grace 1630, of her own 
age the Zoth, and now only hopes for a joyful reſurrection.“ 

Oppoſite to this ſtands another ſtately monument of ſtone, in the centre of which, 
within an arched receſs, is the effigy of a man fitting up in his coffin, with his ſhroud 
gathered into a knot, and tied with a fillet above his head. Below is a black tablet 
with this inſcription; 


ce Here is depoſited the mortal part of George Rodeney, eſq; the fifth and laſt ſonne 
of Sir Edward Rodeney, knt. the 25th heir male of his family. He was born July 21, 
1629, and died the lait of November 1651. He was deſcended by his father of the 
noble family of the Seymours, and by his mother, of the noble family of the Howards. 
He was pious, chaſte, charitable, and penitent, in aſſurance of a joyful ceſurreftion.” 
Arms, 1. Rodney, impaling gules, two wings conjoined or; Seymour. 2, Southwell 
impaling gules, a bend between ſix croſs croſlets fitchee er; Howard. 


On gerave-ſtones: 


" Heare lyeth the body of Sir Edward Rodeney, late of Rodeney-Stoke in the 
county of Somerſet, knt. who deceaſed May 25, 1657. 


e Here lies Mrs. Catherine Rodney, who died Feb. 4, 1704, aged 7 3. 


“Here lyeth the bodye of the Ladye Frances Rodeney, late the wife of Sir Edward 
Rodeney, knt. who deceaſed the 3d of Auguſt 1659.” 


In the church. yard there is an ancient yew-tree with a fine e of branches; tlie 
trunk is 22 feet in circumference. 


The average chriſtenings in this pariſh are 8, the Ae 4 annually, 
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HIS village, conſiſting of a 60 cottages, occupied by fiſhermen and 1 is 
ſituated at the conflux of the river Ax with the Briſtol Channel. A fine hill riſes 
Was from it on the ſouthern ſide, on the ſummit of which ſtands the pariſh church, 
forming a conſpicuous object by land and ſea for many miles. This hill on the village 
ſide is covered with a fine turf, and is of ſteep aſcent, but on the weſt and ſouthweſt 
ſides it is quite precipitous, and full of craggy rocks, which lead nearly to the beach. 
The Ax winding its way through rich moors, here divides this pariſh from that of Brean, 
the huge promontory of Brean-down lying juſt over againſt the village, and ſtretching 
its high ridge far into the ſea. At ebb tide the beach is leſt dry from this down to 
Anchor-head, nearly half a mile below high water mark; and between the villages of 
Weſton and Uphill is flat, compoſed of a fine ſand, which, through ſome default in the 
ſea banks, has within the laſt five years been ſo drifted by the violence of the wind, as 
to cover and render uſeleſs upwards of two hundred acres of good land, chiefly moor, 
of which there lies a fine level extending towards the north and eaſt, Bong Uphill to 
Weſton, Worle, and Congreſbury. This beach is almoſt covered with various kinds 
of ſhells, as tellinas of different ſpecies, augur-wreaths, panamas, and the ſmall white 
olive ſhells, about the ſize of rice. On the rocks are nerites, limpets, and periwinkles; 
and there are ſeveral ſorts of plants growing on the ſhore, as ciſtus, rupture-wort, ſam- 
Phire, and eringo. At the mouth of the river Ax, and juſt at its influx 1 into the okay 
a remarkable rock called Black-rock. 


Two leagues weſtward, and almoſt eder Uphill, the iſland of Steep-Holmes riſes 
perpendicularly out of the Channel to the height of four hundred fect from the level of 
the ſea. This iſland is a vaſt rock, a mile and a half in circumference, in many. parts 
overhanging the water, and inacceſſible except by two paſſages, which themſelves are 
very ſteep and dangerous. The top is a ſandy unfruitful ſoil, bearing very little graſs, 
or any other vegetables, except a few rank weeds, privet, elder, and 'brambles. Here 
are a few rabbits, and in the ſummer ſeaſon vaſt.numbers of ſea-gulls and other birds 
frequent the rocks, and build their neſts within their receſſes. A tenement was erected 
here for the convenience of the fiſhermen in the year 1776. 


It was on this ſolitary iſland that Gildas Badonicus, the ancient Britiſh hiſtorian and 
philoſopher, ſurnamed alſo Gildas tbe Wiſe, at the time that Britain was ſo miſerably 
over-run by the Picts, Scots, and Saxons, found for a time an aſylum for his literary 
ſtudies, and here compoſed his querimonious treatiſe De Excidio Britanniæ. In this 
ſecurity, however, he was interrupted by a deſperate band of pirates, who deemed the 
place as convenient a refuge from juſtice, as the philoſopher had from injuſtice and 
violence. With theſe he a while converſed, but by degrees they ſtripped him of the 
little he had, and at length obliged him to forſake the iſland, whence he betook himſelf 
to the monaſtery of Glaſtonbury.* He died about the year 570. 


* Leland de Scriptoribus Britannicis, 53. > Vide Bertrami tres Scriptores, 61, 89. 
© Leland, ubi ſupra, 
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| Here alſo it was that the Danes, who frequently infeſted theſe parts, took refuge in 
the year 918, after they had been ſo ſignally repulſed from Watchet: and ſoon after 
regaining their ſtrength, a whole fleet of them harboured on the iſland, and made de- 
ſcents upon the coaſt." 


Fhis iſland was the property of the : furily of Bec, of Ereſby in Lincolnſhire, and in 
the time of Edw. I. was granted by John Bec to Henry de Laci earl of Lincoln.* In 
the ſucceeding reign it was in the poſſeſſion of the Berkeleys, of whom Maurice the 
third lord Berkeley built here a ſmall/priory.” 5 Henry V. Sir Thomas Berkeley, 


knt. was owner of the Steep-Holmes.* This iſland divides the counties of-Somerſer, 
Glouceſter, and Briſtol, 


At about a league diſtance to the north is the iſland of Flat-Holmes, which is alſo 
about a mile and a half in circumference. Nearly in the centre of it-is a good farm- 
| houſe, and a dairy of cows is kept here. The land bears good graſs, and abounds with 

burnet, wild thyme, and other plants. In ſummer many perſons viſit this iſland, which 
is very pleaſant, and commands a delightful proſpect of the Channel, and the coaſt on 
either ſide for more than ſixty miles in length. At low water there is a rough ſtony 
beach round the iſland, ſtrewed thick with-vaſt fragments of rocks, which have fallen 
from the cliffs. In the little pools of water left by the tide are great numbers of ſea 
anemonies of different kinds ; on the ſouth ſide ſome very large tubulated ones, which 
when open are ſix inches in diameter. The rocks abound with whelks and limpets. 
The common kelp-weed here is in great abundance; in ſome places are found the 
green and brown confervas, fucuſes, and the common purple coral. 


On the higheſt point of this iſland is a light-houſe eighty feet in height, erected for a 


guide to ſhips coming up the Channel. This light-houſe ſtands within fifty Tres of 
the ſouthealt edge of the cliffs. At this iſland the tide riſes 36 feet, 


To return to Uphill, which, by the tranſcribers of the Norman ſurvey, in their 
ſtrange way of expreſſing the names of places, was written Opopille. It belonged at 


that time to Serlo de Burci, one of William the Conqueror” s train, and was held of him 
by four military perſons. 


« Four knights hold of Serlo, OporiL LE. Ewacre held it in the time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for fix hides and a half. The arable is ten carucates. In de- 
ce meſne are four carucates, with one ſervant, and ſeven villanes, and four cottagers, 


ce with three ploughs. There are ſeventy acres of meadow, and one hundred acres of 
« paſture. It was and is worth fix pounds.“ 


In the time of Edw. I. the family of Lunget,' or Long, poſſeſſed the greateſt part of 
this pariſh, which was then held of the family of Martin. 19 Edw. II. William Martin, 
being then the ſuperior lord, the manor was divided into five parcels, which were heid 
by Hugh de Draicote, John de Draicote, Philip le Long, Hugh d'Ovile, and William 
de Puteney. From the beginning of the reign of Henry IV. to the latter end of that 


* Chron, Saxon. Diſcourſe of Antiquities near 1 c * Dugd, Bar. i. 426. Idid. 355, 


* Eſc, Lib. Domeſday, i Perambul, Foreſt,  * Eſc. ! Ibid, 
Vor. III. 
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of Henry VI. a fourth part was veſted in the family of Pokeſwell.* In- the following 
reign the whole belonged to John de Wyke, who 10 Edw. IV. left it to his brother 
Richard Wyke, who died ſeized of it 1 Ric. III. and was ſucceeded by John his ſon 
and heir.” The family of Wyndham ſometime poſſeſſed it, as did alſo in 1665 Sir John 
Fitz- James and William Bord, eſq; the coheireſſes of which families ſold it, and it is 
now the property of the repreſentative of the late Rev. Jonathan Gegg. 


The living, valued in 1292 at ten marks,” is a rectory in the deanery of Axbridge, 


and in the gift of John Wilkes, eſq. The Rev. Martin Stafford Smith is the preſent 
incumbent. 5 


The church ſtands, as before has been obſerved, on the very ſummit, and near the 
weſtern point of the hill, overlooking the village and the Channel, in a very bleak and 
expoſed ſituation. It is dedicated to St. Nicholas, is of one pace, with a tower between 
the nave and chancel, containing five bells. 


= Eſc, „ Tbid, | | * Taxat, Spiritual. 
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WESTON SUPER MARE 


IES upon the Channel northward from Uphill, on the oppoſite ſide of that rich 
moor, the ſkirts of which towards the ſea are, as before related, ſo covered with 
drifts of ſand. It is ſituated at the weſtern end of that immenſe ridge of rock called 
Worle-Hill, and on its ſouthern acclivity, commanding a beautiful proſpe& of land and 
water, Theextreme point of this hill juts into the ſea, forming a headland known to 
mariners by the name of Ancbor- head, where a huge disjointed rock, called Bearn- Back, 
is wearileſsly combated by the waves, which in ſtorms rage againſt theſe ſhores with 
uncommon' violence. On the ſummit of the hill above the village is a vaſt Roman 
encampment of a circular form, called Worle- Berry, ſtrongly fortified in ſome parts with 
one and in others with two and three ditches, and a rampire of heaped ſtones in many 
places twenty feet in height. This was the laſt fortification the Romans had in this 
diſtrict weſtward, and if not the ſtrongeſt, yet the moſt convenient they had in all theſe 
parts for ſurveying the motions of the enemy, and was probably one of their Caſtra 
æſtiva. The brow of Worle-hill is here capped with rugged rocks of grey limeſtone, 


which give it a pictureſque en and exhibit a fine contraſt to the green level af 
the moor beneath. 


In this pariſh is a remarkable Wa which at ebb tide is ful, but ſinks as the 55 
comes in, and beeomes quite empty at high water. 


A ſmall hamlet lies eaſtward from Weſton called Asncou RE. We have the fol- 
lowing notice of the ſtate of this pariſh in the time of King William the Conqueror: 


« William holds of the Biſhop [of Coutances] WEsToxx. Algar held it in the 
te time of King Edward, and gelded for three hides, and one virgate of Iand. The 
« arable 


id 


Winterfloke;} WESTON SUPER MARE. 611 


ce arable is three carucates. In demeſae are two carucates, and two ſervants, and four 

« villanes, and four cottagers, with two ploughs. There are ſeventeen acres of mea- 

te dow, and twelve acres of coppice-wood. Paſture twelve furlongs long, and two 
e furlongs broad, and fix furlongs of moor. It was and is worth ſixty ſhillings.” “ 


This manor with that of Aſhcombe was held of the honour of Glouceſter, by the 
family of Arthur of Clapton, by knight's ſefvice. In the time of Henry III. William 
Arthur held theſe manors, and was ſucceeded in them by Sir Richard Arthur his fon 

and heir,” in whoſe deſcendants it continued till the beginning of the laſt century, when 
it paſſed into the family of Winter by the marriage of William Winter, eſq; with Mary 
daughter and heir of Edward Arthur, of Clapton, eſq. Which family of Winter held 
this manor till the year 1696, and then ſold it to John Pigott, eſq; INE of John 
Pigott, of Brockley, eſq; who now poſſeſſes it. 


In 1292 the church of Weſton was valued at ten marks. A penſion of one hun- 
dred pounds of wax was paid out of it to the treaſurer of Wells. 16 Edw. III. Walter 
de Rodney granted the advowſon to the prior and convent of Woodſpring, and to their 
ſucceſſors for ever.“ It is a rectory in the deanery of Axbridge, and in the patronage 
of the Biſhop of Bath and Wells. The Rev. William Draper is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt, is a ſmall building of one 


pace, 84 feet in length, and 20 in breadth, having at the weſt end a tower in which 
hang three bells. 


In the ſouth window are theſe arms, Or, a tree vert, ſupported by a greyhound 
ſejant /able, collared and chained of the firſt; impaling, in chief gules, two wings con- 
joined or, in baſe /able, a chevron between three eſcallops argent. In the wood work 
of the roof is a ſhield charged with three clarions; and a ſecond with a chevron between 


. three roſes. 
* Lib. Domeſday. d Eſc. © Taxat. Spiritual. * Inq. ad quod Damn. 
— — — —— —  — 8.415 
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Small pariſh ſituated near the ſea fide in a woody flat of very rich paſture, five 

miles northweſt from Congreſbury: the ancient demeſnes of Woodipring bound 
it on the weſt. Leland, who in the time of Henry VIII. viſited this ſpot, had no very 
great opinion of its ſituation. *© Banwelle (fays he) ſtandeth not very holſomly, and 
* ike worſe. The fennes be almoſt at hande. Woode meately good aboute them.“ 


The manor of Week, having been always a member of the great manor of Congreſ- 
bury, 13 veſted in the mayor and corporation of the city of Briſtol. 


Itin. vii. 105, 


412 Another 
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Another manor within this pariſh, called Bovzrox, and lying ſoutheaſtward from 
the village of Week, belonged anciently to the family of Perceval of Weſton in Gordano, 
and was in the year 1658 fold by Sir John Perceval, knt. and Catherine Perceval, to 
Mr. William Vanham, from whom it deſcended to Mr. John Vanham, who left it to 
his niece Mrs. Yate, of Arlingham in-the county of Glouceſter, who bequeathed it by 
will to her nephew the Rev. Mr. Somerville, of Bibury, the preſent poſſeſſor. 


Near Bourton is the hamlet of IcEL DO wWN, commonly called 1cinton; and more 
weſterly lie CuLLuM and EBpox. 


In early times Week itfelf was only a mall hamlet, and chapelry to Congreſbury, 
where the inhabitants had their ſepulture; but in 1236 it was ſeparated from it, and 
made patochial by Biſhop John de Drokensford.* 


The living is a curacy in the deanery of Axbridge, and i in the gift of the mayor and 
corporation of Briſtol, The Rev. George Norman is the preſent incumbent. 


The church, dedicated to St. Laurence, whoſe name is communicated to the pariſh, 
is of one pace, having at its weſtern end a plain tower, in which are five bells. 


In the publick road near the church-yard is a fine old croſs, 


The annual chriſtenings and burials are on the uſual average 7. There are no 
poor in this pariſn. 
1 » \ Excerpt. e Regiſt. Wellen. 
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S a very large and bebuloen pariſn, adjoining to Shipham on the weſt, and pleaſantly 
I ſituated near the northern baſe of that high point of Mendip called Crook's-Peak, 
having a fine valley to the north and eaft, A very clear ſpring of water, called Eaſtwell, 


riſes near the church, which forms a brook, and after turning two * runs into 
the river Ax. N 


Of this pariſh, the name 3 ſignifies in the Saxon language tbe Valley of Battle, 
(the Danes and Saxons having frequently encountered in theſe parts) we learn that 
Queen Alfwithe, about the year of our Lord 965, gave the manor, conliſting of fifteen 
hides, to the monks of Glaſtonbury and this territory is recorded among the other 
poſſeſſions of that monaſtery in the ſurvey made ſoon after the Norman conqueſt. 


* The Church itſelf holds Winzscome. In the time of King Edward it gelded 
ce for fifteen hides. The arable is thirty carucates. Five hides thereof wanting one 
ce. virpate are in. demeſhe, and there are two carucates, and three ſervants, and twenty- 

e eight villanes, and ſix cottagers, with nine ploughs. There is a mill of five ſhillings 
te rent, and fixty acres of meadow, and one mile of -paſture in length and breadth. | 
« Wood two miles long, and one mile broad. 

* Johan, Glaſton. Hit, 1. 139. 
cc of 
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© Of the land of this manor Roger holds of the abbot two hides and a half. Ralph 
ce one hide, and one yardland. Pipe half a hide. There are five carucates. This 
te manor is worth to the abbot eight pounds; to his-feudatories fifty-five ſhillings. 


c Of the land of this manor the Biſhop of Coutances holds of the King one hide, 
te and it is worth twenty ſhillings. Brictric held it freely in the time of King Edward, 
te but could not be ſeparated from the Church.“ 

This extenſive lordſhip, with its ſeveral appertenances, continued in the ſaid abbey's 
poſſeſſion till the time of Henry III. when diſputes ariſing concerning the union of the 
monaſtery with the biſhoprick of Bath and Wells, the monks, to obtain their freedom, 
reſigned it with many other of their ancient poſſeſſions to Joceline biſhop of this: ſee. | 


Which Biſhop Joceline, by his deed bearing date Aug. 10, 1239, granted this 
manor, with the advowſon of the church, to the dean and chapter of his cathedral, to 
hold to them and their ſucceſſors'in/ pure and perpetual alms, whereby the ſaid manor 
and advowſon, being thus diſpoſed of, and afterwards' confirmed by King Henry III. 


have continued part of the poſſeſſions : and endowment of the dean and chapter of Wells 
to this day. 5 


A. D. 1293 their temporalities here were taxed at 151.* 


To the north of Winſcombe lie the hamlets and manors of Fond, otherwiſe called 
Fookd juxta Winſcombe, and Woopsorovucn, in which laſt a fair is held for cattle 
and pigs the Monday preceding Whitſuntide. 20 March 1474 the manor or lord- 
ſhip of Foord juxta Winſcombe was conyeyed by Sir Stephen Glover and others to 
Sir Reginald Stourton, knt. and others. In 1 526 Thomas Judde and others ſuffered 
a recovery of the ſaid manor, and afterwards conveyed the ſame to John Mawdley. 
In 1576 Thomas Mawdley conveyed it to John Cocke, In 1605 a recovery of the 
ſame was ſuffered in Michaelmas term by John Cocke, of Churchill, by the name 
of the manors of Foerd and Weedborough, alias Foorde juxta Winſcombe. Of the 
deſcendants of the faid John Cocke this manor was purchaſed in 1670 by William 
Lloyd, grandfather of Harford Lloyd, eſq; who in 1776 bequeathed it by will to his 
nephew Joſeph Beck, of Briſtol, eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor. 


Near Woodbdfough, weſtward, is MaxmiLL, anciently Matke/mulle, where 7 Edu. IV. 
| lands were held of the Dean and Chapter of Wells. 


About a mile weſtward from Winſcombe is a confideradle hamlet called BAR rox, 


the principal part of which belongs to the heirs of the late Peter F 9 of Axbridge, and 
Robert Smith, eſqrs. 


A mile eaſtward is the hamlet of nene very pleaſantly a and containing 
ſeveral neat dwellings; and ſouthward from it is the little hamlet of ORA. 


In the road from Churchill to Banwell, is a hamlet belonging to this pariſh, called 
SAxDF0RD, and ſometimes SANDFORD juxta Banwell. The chief eſtate here was held. 
of the Dean and Chapter of Wells for ſeveral deſcents, by the family of Chedder.* 


Jab. Domeſday. . © See p. 381. Adam. de Domerham, Hiſt, i. 252, 
| * Taxat. Temporal. 7% 1 [did. 33 
| Adjoining 
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Adjoining to Churchill is the hamlet of DincnvssT, which with Nye and Sandford 
conſtitutes a tithing. 


The precentor of the abbey of Glaſtonbury had a baden of two marks out of 
the rectory of Winſcombe. The living is vicarial, in the deanery of Axbridge, and 


in the gift of the Dean and Chapter of e the Rev. William Kymer is the preſent 
incumbent. 


The church, which ſtands on the ſlope of the hill, is dedicated to St. James, and is a 
large handſome fabrick, conſiſting of a nave, chancel, north and ſouth ſide- ailes, all 
except the chancel covered with lead. At the weſt end is an elegant tower, with a turret 


and pinnacles, one hundred feet in height, and containing ſix bells. This church was 
built by Biſhop Ralph de Salopia. 


In the church- yard is a very fine yew- tree, with a large ſpread of branches. 


On Smeldon-hill, northward from the village of Winſcombe, is a Roman camp, the 
fite of which is now occupied by a thick coppice-wood, called Smalded-woed. | 


V Vol. ü. p. 248. * Godwin de Praſulibw, in vita Rad. Je Sal. 
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HIS village is ſituated about four miles northweſt from Banwell, on the ſouth- 

eaſt edge of the mountain of its name, which proudly riſes out of the plain, 

and extends from eaſt to weſt three miles in length. This mountain is an immenſe 
rock of limeſtone, with but very little herbage intermixed; yet here and there à ſolitary 
ſheep is ſeen paſturing on its naked barren ridge, which, being elevated far above the 


ſurrounding country, and ON NE the long tract of the Severn ſea, is buffeted by 
every blaſt. 


The village of Worle is not unpleaſantly ſituated; it has a compact appearance; the 
dwellings are neat and comfortable, and a proſpect from them opens over the moors to 
the Mendip- hills. About a mile towards the northeaſt is a ſmall hamlet called Avon, 


Worle was one of thoſe many lordſhips which the great Walter de Dowai poſſeſſed 


in this vicinity at the F by che grant of William then King of England. It is 
thus recorded: 


© Walter de Dowai holds of the King, Worrz. Eſgar held it in the time of 

« King Edward, and gelded for fix hides and a half. The arable is fifteen carueates. 

£ In demeſne are four carucates, and five ſervants, and twenty-two villanes, and three 

te cottagers, with nine ploughs. There are fifty acres of meadow. Paſture thirteen 

* furlongs long, and two furlongs broad. It was worth ten pounds, now ſeven pounds.“ 
Lib. Domeſday. 

In 
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In ſucceeding times this manor became attached to the barony of Oakhampton in 
the county of Devon, and was ſucceſſively held by the families of de Redvers or Riyers, 
and de Courtney. Of which laſt family was Sir William de Courtney, the founder of 
of Woodfpring-Priory in this neighbourhood, who dying in the reign of Henry III. 
without iſſue, his eſtate became divided between his two kinſmen, Sir Vitalis Engaine, 
knt. and Lord William de Cantilupe, the former of whom had this manor in the par- 


tition, and 11 Henry III. is certified to hold the ſame of the King in chief 1 57 the fer- 
vice of one knight's e... 


This Vitalis Engaine was ſon of Richard Base lord of Blatherwick i in the county 
of Northampton, a powerful baron in the time of Henry II. Ric. I. and King John, 
and deſcended from Richard de Ingaine, who had lands in Buckinghamſhire and Hun- 
tingdonſhire, by the grant of William the Conqueror. In the former part of the reign 


of Henry III. this Vitalis Engaine was a commander in that King's army, and was in 


feveral expeditions made into foreign parts. He died 33 Henry III. leaving iſſue by 
Roſe his wife two ſons, Henry and John, between whom this manor was divided. 

Henry the eldeſt ſon gave his moiety of the manor to the prior and convent of Wood- 
ſpring; and John his brother, who 56 Henry III. ſucceeded him in the patrimonial in- 
heritance, contributed his other moiety, whereby the canons of that houſe became 
poſſeſſed of the whole lordſhip, and held the fame till their diſſolution. It was then 
granted to Sir William St. Loe, knt. After which it was ſometime in the families of 
Wallvs, and of Coker, of Dorſetſhire, and at length came to the Wyndhams, of Fel- 
brigge in the county of Norfolk. From Thomas Wyndham, living in the beginning 
of the preſent century, deſcended William Wyndham, lord of this manor, and father 
of Aſh Wyndham, who died in 1749, and was ſucceeded by William Wyndham, elq; 
who ſold this manor to James Biſhop, whoſe executors. in truſt, conveyed it to Arthur 
Peters, and Martha widow of James Peters, his brother, and daughter of Mr. Aſh. 

Which Martha ſurviving the faid Arthur, the fee became veſted in her, and ſhe gave 
the ſame to her two brothers Richard and Gregory Aſh. The preſent poſſeſſors are 
the ſaid Gregory Aſh, eſq; and Heſter, widow of the ſaid Richard Aſh, eſq; his brother. 


The living of Worle, which was appropriated to the priory of Woodfpring, and 
valued in 1292 at eight marks, is vicarial, in the deanery of Axbridge, and in the gift 
of the Crown; the Rev. Dr. Layard is the preſent incumbent. ; 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Martin, is a neat Gothick ſtructure, conſiſting 
of a nave, chancel, and north aile: at the weſt end is a low tower, ſurmounted with a- 
{ſmall ſpire, and containing a clock and ſix bells. 


The chriſtenings in this pariſh are 13, the burials 5, annually, 
Efe. © © Taxat, Spiritual. 
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S a large village lying about a mile north from Congreſbury, two ſouth from Kenn, 
the ſame diſtance ſouthweſt from Brockley, and thirteen from Briſtol. Its moſt 
ancient name was Jatone, which ſignifies the Town-Port, from the Saxon laxe, Janua, 
and Ton, oppigum; this place in early ages having formed an, entrance or - paſlage, as it 
were, to the Channel, at what time its waters overſpread the valley. The pariſh con- 
tains a great variety of ſurface; the north, weſt, and part of the ſouth, being a fine level 
country of rich paſtures ;. but on the eaſt and ſoutheaſt it riſes into hills and craggy 
rocks, interſperſed with combes and dingles. One of the eminences is called Cleve-Toot, 
and has a very pictureſque appearance, being a large copped, and conical mountain, 
rearing its naked head to a great height above the level of the plain, On the ſouthweſt 
{ide 1s Cadbury- bill, the thir Jof that name in this county, which is not however deeply 
intrenched like the others, but ſtill retains veſtiges of ancient fortifications, and being 
naturally ſtrong, was no doubt occupied by our military anceſtors. To the ſoutheaſt 
is Kingswood, a large tract of coppice with ſome timber. In this pariſh are two ſprings 
called Biſbop s- Well and Hokuell, ſituated near each other, about a quarter of a mile eaſt- 
ward from the village of Yatton, and both formerly accounted efficacious in conſump- 
tive maladies. Theſe-ſprings form rivulets which fall into the river Yow. 


This pariſh is divided into four tithings, viz. YaTToN, CLAVERHAM, wier, 
and CLEVE. 


The village of Yatton is very neat, and has a reſpectable appearance. It conſiſts of 
one very long ſtreet; through which runs an excellent road, continued hither from 
Brockley. At the ſoutheaſt end of this ſtreet; near the Quaker's ſchool-houſe, on 
opening a quarry of limeſtone in a garden in 1782, the bones of thirteen human bodies 
were diſcovered at-the depth of about two feet and a half beneath the ſurface. One 
coffin ſeemed to be ſunk into the bed of ſtone; many of the bones were of an extra- 
ordinary ſize, and very freſh; but no inhabitant remembers, nor can 5 record be 
found of any burial- ground near the ſpot. 


Before the invaſion of this country by the Normans, the manor of Yatton” was poſ- 
ſeſſed by one John, ſurnamed the Dane, a deſcendant probably of ſome Daniſh chieftain, 
who left a progeny. in theſe parts. But William the Conqueror, on his arrival, took 


poſſeſſion of i it, and gave it to Giſo biſhop of Wells. The following record, compiled 
at that period, is deſcriptive of this territory. 


e The ſame Biſhop holds JaTunz. John the Dane held it in the time of King 
tte Edward, and gelded for twenty hides. The arable is twenty-two carucates. Thereof 
ce ſix hides are in demeſne, and there are two carucates, and three ſervants, and ten 
« villanes, and fourteen cottagers, with fix ploughs. There are thirty-two -acres of 
& meadow. Wood one mile long, and two furlongs broad. Moor one mile in length 

t and breadth. It is worth to the Biſhop ſix pounds. 


e Of the land of this manor Faſtrade holds of the Biſhop five hides. Ildebert four 
ce hides. In demeſne there are three carucates, * four ſervants, and eighteen villanes, 


« 1nd 
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ce and twenty-three cottagers, with eleven ploughs. Among them it is worth nine 
cc pounds. 


e There is one paſture called Waimora, which in the time of King Edward belonged 
* to Congreſbie the King's manor. 


The Church of this manor, with one hide, Benthelm holds of the Bip It is 
te worth twenty ſhillings.” 


41 Henry III. the Biſhop obtained to himſelf and his ſucceſſors in the ſee a li ? 
of free-warren in all his lands within this pariſh;* and the manor continued in the 
Church till the time of Queen Mary, when Biſhop Gilbert Bourne gave it up to the 
crown, in conſideration of a grant which he had obtained of ſeveral other eſtates, which 
formerly belonged to the biſhoprick, but had been injuriouſly alienated from it by his 
predeceſſor Biſhop Barlow. After remaining for a conſiderable ſpace of time in the 
crown, Queen Elizabeth, by her letters patent bearing date the 33d year of her reign, 
granted it to Richard Lewkenor, ſerjeant at law, and others, who, 9 Oct. 1598, fold 
it to Sir Nicholas Stalling, knt. which Sir Nicholas, having married the widow of 
Chriſtopher Kenn, of Kenn, eſq; ſettled this manor on that family, from whom it 


came by a coheireſs to John lord Poulett, of Hinton St. George, progenitor of the 
Right Hon. John earl Poulett the preſent poſſeſſor. 


To the northeaſt of Yatton is CLAvxRHAu, which at the Conqueſt was written 
Clivebam, and was then held by Geffrey biſhop of Coutances, as de from the 
general ſurvey: | 

_ « Folcheran holds of the Biſhop, CLivenam. Gonnil held it in the « time of King 
« Edward, and gelded for two hides. The arable is three carucates. In demeſne is 
cc one carucate, with one ſervant, and three villanes, and twelve cottagers, with two 
ce ploughs. There are ſeven acres of meadow. Wood one furlong long, and as much 
* broad. Bruſh-wood half a mile long, and as much broad. It was worth twenty 
te ſhillings, now thirty ſhillings.“ 


In the time of Henry III. and Edw. I. this manor was held by the Sores of Backwell, 
from whom it came to the family of Rodney, being held by knight's ſervice of the 
honour of Glouceſter.” After the Rodneys it came to the poſſeſſion of the Capels, and 
now belongs to —— Seymour, of Backwell, eſq; Samuel Devonſhire Wilmor, eſq; 
and Mr. Peters, of Briſtol. 


Here was a free chapel endowed with lands, the 3 of which belonged always 
to the lords of this manor. It ſtood near the old court or manor-houſe, where Jarge 
ruins of old buildings and grave-ſtones have been dug up. 


A little ſouthward from Claverham is the ancient - manſion: of Covnra DE Wien, ſo 
denominated from the family of de Wit, its ancient founders and poſſeſſors. This 
family had their name from the pariſh of Week St. Laurence, where they were ſeated 
ſo early as the time of Henry II. In the twelfth year of that reign, when the aid was 


Lib. Domeſday. d Cart, 41 Hen. III. m. 5. © See page 395 of this volume. 


FRA * Pat, 33 Eliz, p. 12, Lib. Domeſday. Lb. Feod. Eſc; 
Vol. III 4 K levie1 


618 | V's TT aun. [Ulinterſioke, 


levied for marrying the King's daughter to the Duke of Saxony, Thomas de Wicha is 
returned as holding two knights' fees in this county of Robert then biſhop of Bath." 
'To him ſucceeded John de Wyke, who was living in the time of King John, and had 
iſſue another John de Wyke, who was a commander in the army of Edw. I. againſt the 
Scots, and was ſucceeded by a third John de Wyke, who 30 Edw. III. granted to 
John de Edyndon, ſenior, and his heirs, the manor of Wyke, with lands and tenements 
in Clewer and Stanton-Drew, reverſionary after the death of his mother Egelina.“ 

Which 'Egelina married afterwards Sir Robert de Gyene, who in her right held this 
manor and that of Norton-Hautville, in which he was fucceeded by John de Gyene his 
brother and next heir. Which John had iſſue Robert de Gyene, who was a clerk, and 
the laſt of the family that had any thing to do with the eſtate. ' For ſhortly after, the 
ſame was in the poſſeſſion of the family of Chedder, from whom it came to the 
Newtons, who built the greater part of the houſe now ſtanding, on the ſite of one 
much older erected by the Wicks, By the coheireſs of Newton it became the property 
of Sir Thomas Griffin, of Braybrook, and is now the property of Earl Poulett. | 


The ruins of Court de Wick houſe ſtand at a fmall diftance northward from the 
high road betwixt Brockley and Congreſbury, and exhibir a rude repreſentation of that 
decay which follows the footſteps of obliterated anceſtry. An avenue of noble trees 
(ſome few aged yews and elms ſtill remaining) led to a large gateway, formed by two 
Dorick columns, on which are the arms of Poulett and Popham impaled, and opening 
to the grand court, on the left hand fide of which ſtood the great hall running back- - 
ward towards the gardens, but now quite down. Beyond this, on the ſame ſide, was 
the great parlour now in ruins, but the chimney- piece is quite perfect, and has on its 
tranverſe ſeveral compartments of groteſque figures with ſcrolls, and round the walls are 
inſcribed moral and religious ſentences. The chapel occupies the northweſt angle of 
the court; the entrance into it is under a beautiful Gothick arch, and in the walls of the 
porch are receptacles for holy water, pixes, images, and other devotional preparatives, 
The chapel is ſmall, and has only one large and lofty window to light it from the court. 
Over the entrance is a ſmall apartment with a window looking into the chapel, for the 
purpoſe of hearing and ſeeing maſs, and on the north ſide a gallery. Under this gallery 
in the wall, is an elliptick arch, on the back of which are the arms of Newton, impaled 
with a lion rampant billeted; and at the northeaſt angle are the arms of Chedder. The 
pulpit and communion-table are till remaining. Over this ſtructure ſtands a ſmall 
quadrangular open turret, which formerly contained a bell. In this court are the foun- 
dations of an old croſs. The ſtables belonging to the manſion are very large and grand. 


Weſtward from theſe ruins ſtands an old maſſive croſs, called S:alling's-Crofs. 


The tithing and hamlet of CLEVE is ſituated eaſtward from Court de Wird ol in 
the road from Congreſbury to Brockley. 


There is alſo a hamlet belonging to this pariſh called Hewisn, Gone on the river 


Yeo; and towards Kenn is a manor denominated Ham ne „ the Property 
of John Pigott, of Brockley, eſq. 


* Lib. Nig. Scac. 5. 5. Harl, 348. 10. Rot. Claus. 30 Ed. II. 
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The church of Yatton is a prebend belonging to the cathedral of Wells; in 1292 
it was valued at forty-five marks.” The living is a vicarage and a peculiar in the 
deanery of Redcliff and Bedminſter, and in the gift of the Rev. Charles Moſs, as pre- 
bendary and appropriator; the Rev. Thomas Vincent is the preſent incumbent. 


A vicarage was ordained in 1327, whereby the vicar and his ſucceſſors were aſſigned 
a houſe and garden, with a curtillage and cloſe, and all kinds of oblations accruing to 
the church and chapel, and pence ariſing from anniverſaries, bequeſts, and legacies; 
as alſo the tithe of milk and cheeſe, calves, chicken, pigs, geeſe, pigeons, eggs, mills, 
honey, flax, and of all the gardens throughout the pariſh. They were alſo to have the 
tithe of ſheaf upon the prebendal demeſne lands, with all the tithes belonging to the 
chapels, which the vicars uſed to receive, as alſo paſturage for four beaſts in the rectorial 
paſture, and for one horſe in the prebend's meadow as before accuſtomed. For the 
augmentation of the vicarage, it was further ordained, that the vicars ſhould have and 
receive the annual churchſet contributions from the pariſhioners, and one acre called - 
Hengstone, lying near the vicar's cloſe, for the ſupport of the vicar's horſe, together with 
ten ſhillings ariſing from a yearly penſion from the rector of the chapel of Claverham.“ 
The rectorial or prebendal houſe ſtands on the ſoutheaſt fide of the church-yard. 


The church, which is dedicated to St. Mary, is a very large and handſome pile of 
building, in the form of a croſs, having over the interſection of the ailes a large well- 
built tower crowned with the baſe of a ſpire, the top of it having been many years ſince 
thrown down. This tower contains a clock and fix fine bells, the fourth of which is 
very ancient, and has this legend round it: Miſericordias Domini in Eternum 
cantabo: In a niche over the weſt window of the nave, on the outſide, is the figure 
of a Biſhop with a mitre, and holding the crucifix before him: and on a ſhield 
over the ſouth porch are theſe arms cut in the ſtone, viz. Three fuſils in feſſe, impa- 
ling a chevron between three eſcallop ſhells: The chancel window, which not many 
years ſince contained in painted glaſs divers coats of the Newton and other ancient 
families, is now cloſed up, and againſt it is placed, by the gift of Mr, Markham, a 
good old altar-piece of wood, brought from Chriſt-Church in Briſtol. 


In the wall at the north end of the north tranſept are two elliptick arches, in the firſt 
of which lies the effigy of an ancient man, with a few looſe ringlets of hair flowing to- 
wards his ſhoulders; and in the ſecond that of a woman, whoſe head is covered with a 


cloſe hood. Both of them are much mutilated, and are COT to repreſent ſome of 
the de Wick family. 


Before theſe effigies ſtands an altar-tomb of white marble, * ſides cf which are 
profuſely ſculptured, and loaded with ſhields. On the top lie the effigies of two very 
aged perſons, a man and a woman, intended to repreſent one of the Judge Newtons 
and his lady. He is attired in his judge's robe, with his head reſting on a wheat-ſheaf, 
and two dogs at his feet; ſhe in a mantle thrown over her ſhoulders, and laced under 
the wriſt: the interior veſtment is cloſed round her body, and upon her ſkirts lies a ſmall 
dog. On each fide the tomb is a ſhield bearing the arms of Newton and Sherborne, 
impaled with three pears for Perrot. 
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On the eaſt fide of this aile is a ſmall chapel, againſt the north wall of which is a 
ſtately monument, the pediment whereof is filled with Gothick niches and fine tracery. 
On an altar tomb within lie the effigies of Sir John Newton, knt. in armour, his head 
reclining on a wheat ſheaf, and a lion at his feet; and his lady by his fide. And in the 
window above the monument are the arms of Newton, viz. Argent, on a chevron azure 
three garbs or, impaling, Quarterly, firſt and fourth, gules, a bend azure between fix 
fleurs-de-lis or; Hampton: ſecond and third ſable, three ſwords in pile argent; Poulett. 
In the eaſt window of this chapel are the remains of ſome curious painted glaſs, among 
which are the arms of Bath-abbey, the ſee of Wells, &c. On each ſide are well - 


wrought niches, which formerly contained images, and under the ſouthern niche is a 
repolitory for holy water. 


In the ſouthern window of the ſouth tranſept are theſe arms, viz. 1. Or, a feſſe 
raguly gules, between three torteaux 2 and 1; impaling azure fretty or and vert, on a 
Chief gules a plate. 2. England and France quarterly. 3. Effaced, impaling barry 
embattled or and gules. 4. Checquy or and gules, over all on a feſſe azure three bezants; 
impaling argent on a chief gules two ſtags' heads caboſſed or. A mullet for diſtinction. 


In the church-yard are the remains of a very eget and lofty croſs. On the north 
fide is a pariſh poor-houſe. 


- BenzracTions. © Robert Daviſe, of this pariſh, yeoman, gave to the poor inha- 


bitants thereof, receiving from it no relief, the rents of fix acres of ground for ever. 


a John Pottery, of this pariſh, yeoman, gave to its poor day-labourers and widows, 
receiving thence no relief, the intereſt of ten pounds for ever. 


« John Lane, of this pariſh, gent. left one hundred and twenty pounds, the profits to 
be appropriated to the education of poor children; and twenty ſhillings to the poor of 
the pariſh not receiving alms: likewiſe half an acre of ground called the Groves, to the 
poor for ever, re/erving a quantity of the graſs for ſtrewing the church on Whitſunday, and 
two ſhillings to the ſexton for keeping in repair the family graves. 


« Mrs. Heſter Turner, of Briſtol, left one hundred pounds to the miniſter and 
churchwarden in truſt for the poor of the pariſh for ever.“ 


INDEX 


INDEX OF PLACES 


IN VOLUME III. 


; 4 8 . B. PAGE 
Aba | * 7 0 AxBRIDGE — — 560 
. 8 2 oh Si in Stogumber 9 
Tithino in Portbury 142 Bablew⸗Cell, in Tintinhull 399 

ing rt 7 B Nether - 
Achelai, in Martock - 2, 8 OT INE | 565 
Aldhelms St. Cell, in Doulting 473 RAe leh 

Aldwick, in Blagdon = i 569 BacroRoucn-Weſt - 
Alfred's-Tower © - 39 465 > JI jy | 242 
Albampton, in Ditcheat - 471, 472 Bagbury, in Evercreech 414, 415 
Alam, in Batcombe + * 466 | Bankland, in North-Petherton 72 
Allarford, in Hill-Farence — 257 BANWELL * - 566 
ALL = = - _ 137 | Barletes-Trow -- 33 
Allownſbay, i in Kingſton - 322, 323 Barlinch-Priory - 4 503 
— Alvington, in Brimpton-D'Evercy 214 [ BaRANOTON-STEMBRIDoE 11 3 
Anchor⸗Hesds - 610 | Barrow-Cummon, in Wincanton 33 
Andredeſey '- = 60s | —— Court, in Tickenham 165 
AnDREW'SST, Liberty, in Wells 377,405 —— Hill, in Ingliſhcombe 339 
ANGERS-LEIGH - - 241 || Barton, in Pitminſter - 285 
Anhence - — - 197 | ——- in Winſcombe . 613 
Afp-Bulleyn or Pyke's- Afb, in Martock 2,6 | Barcomsz - 466 
ASHBRITTLE - < "BT Bath-Pool, in Weſt-Monkton | 454 
Aſhcombe, in Batcombe - 466, 468 | Bathe, in * = 6569 
in Weſton- ſuper- Mare 610 BAW DRI Ww | 91 
ASHcoT 8 = 425 || Bayford, in Stoke-Triſter - 49 
A$SHINGTON - - 212 Bean- Bridge - - 26 
Aſtrway, in nude - 529 | Bearn⸗ Back - 610 
AvDRIES Sr. 0 496 || Beer-Paulet, in Chilton e 
Avon, in Worle - 614 || Beer, in Pitney - 129 


* — —— - * 1 
: * * =s -_ 
— — — —— ms i —A 4c 4 «# 14 
. 
A” Fw — 


1 
1 
4 
* 
* 
* 


622 | INDEX oF 


Beer, in High-Ham 


Begatn-Huiſb, in Neitlecombe 


Beggeridge, in Wellow 
Belmont, in Wraxall 
Benham - 


Bere-Mills, in Dowliſh-Wake 


Bickley, in Milverton © 
B1cKNOLLER - 


Bidone - 
Bilbrook, in Old-Cleeve 
BineEGaR 

Binbam, in Old-Cleeve 
Birchanger, in Monkſilver 
Biſhopſton, in Montacute 


Bittercliff, 3 
Bittiſcombe | in Up tory 
. Blackdown- Hills [7] 
BLAckTrORD — 


Blackmore, in Churchill 


BLack-Rock —— 


Bladney, in Wookey 
BLacpDoN - - 


—— in Pitminſter 


Blatchwell, in Kilmingtonn 


BEA DON — 


Bodden, in Shepton-Maller. 


Boleworth, i in Exton 


* . 
4. 
= 


Boomer, in North-Petherton 
Bourton, in Week St. Laurence 


+ Bower-Hinton, in Martock 


Eaft 


Godwyn' 8 


Bowliſh, in Shepton-Mallet 


Bopledych — 
Bradanflot t 
BRADñTORD — 
Bradney, in Bawdrip · 


Weſt in Bridgwater 


— 


4 - 


Brag-Church-Lane, in Yeovil 


BRATTON-SEY MOUR 
Brendon- Hills 1 
Brewbam- Lodge - 


_ Briage- N in South-Petherton 


PAGR | 


444. 
$40 
327 
155 
197 


419 


15 
501 
61 


a 540 . 


412 
511 
534 
314 


554 


283 
452 


2 


421 


PLACES in VOLUME III. 


| PAGE 
Bridge-Town, in Exton - 526 
Bridębampton, in Yeovilton - 198, 200 
BRIDGWATER - - 75 
BRIMPTON D'Evercy - 204 
Brindſey, in Congreſbury - 584 
BROMPTox-RAI fn = 501 

Rois — 5 
— ury 45 502 
Brook, in Ivelcheſter — 302 
Boot- hill, in Lopen - 121 
Broughton, in Stoke-St.-Mary 291 
Browford, in Exton - 527 
BRUSHFORD - - 506 
Buckland Prior -, 100 
Burcot, in Wells —. — 405 
8 Burton, i in Brompton-Ralph 505 
in Kew- Stoke 567 
Bury-Caſftle _ - { i N 
Buſſex, in Weſton-Zoyland. = 1. 440 
Burrkich — 4 2 i 448 
. Wootton 8 
G. 35; | 

Cadbury-Caſtle, in Tickenhan 164 
— in Latton 616 
Caer· Penſavelcoit 298 
CanzL-WesT br 3 189 
CAMERTON | - - 329 
Candeldich ——-_ - -— 83 


Capenor's⸗Court, in Portiſhead 142 
Caption, in Stogumber = 845 
Cary-Fitzpaine | 


", 2 1 { 
— hies - "9s, 93 
Caflake, in Stogumber — 547 
Cafwell, in — - 142 
CaTcoT 1 | 
Brin | — 
CHAFFCOMBE =— 115 


Chapel⸗Pill, in Eaſton or St. ö tis 
George's 


CHARLTON-ADAM — 191 
MACKARELL = 192 
8 — 


CARLTON 


INDEX or PLACES 1 VOLUME 111. 623 


PAGE 
CHarLTon-MuSGRAvE - 37 
in Shepton- Mallet 460, 462 
in Wraxall - 155 
CHEDDER {op $72 
Cliffs - $73 
pon: crit .. UPS 
Upper : 5 12008 
— — Hanham N 76 
Fitzwater bp 576 
CHEDDON-FITZPAINE - 245 
Cuzpzoy = - 93 
Chelbroke * + 
Chelinch, in Doulting = 474 
Cheſterblade, in Evercreech 413, 415 
Cheſtercrokte - — 59 
Chilcot, in Wells - 405 
CHiLLINGTON =© - 114 
CnILTHORNE-DouER - 216 
Vagg - 217 
Nn HIER 3 88 
1 7 SVG 
Weſt or Trivet - 89 
upon Poldon 433 
Chipley, or Chipleigh, in Milvertog 15 
— in Lydiard St. Laurence 265 
— U in Ninehead © | — | 267 
CulrsrarlH¶ — 508 
CHRISTON „ GAGE 
CHURCHILL - bs $79. 
CrAPTON in GoRDANO - 177 
CLaTwoRTHY = Fog 
Clavelſbay, in W een 72 
averbam, in Vatton 617 
Claybill, or . in Cuckdingron $1 
in 
CLzeve-OLd. - - — $10 
 ———— Abbey, *;: +. us 
— Chapel eie | 510 
in Tatton 45s,.5 .: O88 
CLevepon _ = = 166 
nat, in Martock - 
CockmiLiL, in Eaſt-Pennard 478 
Cole-Houſe, in Kenn „„ 23389 


PAGE 


Coleford, in Stogumber 5 


Coley, in Eaſt-Harptree - 587 


Culley s- Green, in Eaſt-Pennard 478 


Colton, in Nettlecombe - $41 
ComBe-FLoky = — 247 
ComBre Eaſt - — 248 
Hay - 333 
Sydenham, i in Seogumber 547 
— in Dulverton - 523 
Common Moor — — 132 
Courrox-BIsnop 582 
DunDen - 446 
Daurville, in South- De” 
Petherton \ 09+ P20 
= | in Pilton 430 
CONGRESBURY - - 584 
Cookeſley, in Upton * 555 
Core well, in Holford * 457 
CoRFE - 249 
Corfley, in Lend St. 83 265 
Coxs ro 1 „ 343 
Cossix row — - 434 
COTHELSTONE : - 249 
Cathay, in Kittisford - 24 
Court-Place, in Milverton = 18 
— Tithing, in Portbury  - 142 


—— de Tick, in Yatton 616, 617 
Coxley, in Wells 


Crandon, in Bawdrip - * 
Crapnel, in Dinder — 412 
Creedlingcat, in Camerton = 331 
CrickeT ST. THOMAS - 116 
Croctern-Pill, in Eaſton or St. George's 146 
Crook's⸗Pean — 597 
CROSCOMBE — i 469 


-T ling, \ in Porthury = 142 
— Val, in Shepton- Beauchamp 125 


— in Compton-Biſhop 582 
CrowcomBE * - 513 
Bickham = — 5 16 
Studley — $15 
CUCKLINGTON = - 51 


CuDwoRTH 


4 7 
own 
— 


— 
— a 7 
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AGE 
CuDworTH — 117 
Cullum, in Week St. b - 612 
Cuſhuiſh, in Kingſton — 258 
Cutcombe⸗Barrow — $03 
Cuttleſton - = 197 
D. 
Datel, in Shepton-Mallet - 460 
| Deane, in Lydiard St. Laurence 265 
Dxecuman's ST. — - 486 
Derſton - _ 197 
DixpEx — 17 _ 
Dinghurſt, in Winſcombe — 614 
Dix NIN O TON — — 121 
DiTcHEAT — 471 
Dodelinch⸗ Priory - 594 
DopincToN ' — 518 


Doleberry-Caſtle, in Churchill $79, 599 
Dolemoors, Eaſt and Weſt 586, 594 


Donniford, in St. Decuman's 491 
DouLlTrI Veo — 473 
DowrIisH-WAkE — 118 
Downnzap - - 475 
in Weſt-Camel 189 
Dowsborough-Caſtle — $8 
Draycot, in Limington — 219 
in Chedder 5 
in Rodney-Stoke = 602 
Drove, in Eaſt-Pennard  - + 478 
Duddleſtone, i in Pitminſter 284 
Dulcot, in Wells 333 
DulvzRTox * 520 
Dunbal- ie — — 75 
Duncorne-Þill, in n 337 
Dundon Beacon — 446 
Houle - — 448 
DunxzRTONn =— Fo 0 as 337 
Dunnet, in Compton-Biſhop - 582 
Dunweer, in Bridgwater ' «= 8 
 DursTON - * 95 
Eafti-End, in Stoke- Lane 484 
— Nane, in Mudford 222 


|| —— uta Winſcombe 


Fre PAGE 
Eaft Water, in Wells - 40 
EasToN IN GORDANO, or 8. 5 
GEORC B's - 146 
in Eaſt-Pennard - 478 
in Wells - 5 
Eaſtwood, in Eaſt-Harptree 588, 589 
Ebbyngebrugge * 


Ebdon, in Week St. Laurence 612 
Edgeborougb, in pos 63, 74 
EpincToN 


— — Burtle - 433 
Edingworth @ © 0M 567 
Elborough, in Hutton — 591 
Elſton-Combe Chapel, in Yeovil 207 
Elwick, in Blagdon = $69 
ELworRTHY - - $25 
Erthenote — - 197 
Eſcott, in Stogumber 546 
EVERCREECH - - 413 
Exmoor Foreſt, perambulation of 57 
K 
Fair-Cloſe, in Wincaunton - 34 
Farington, in North-Petherton 72 
FarLEey-MoNnTFORT, or ar} 
 GERFORD - — 357 
—-— Caſtle - N 7, 
Farncombe, in Doulting _— 474 
Fayland, in Wraxall - 155 
Fenbampion, in Norton- 

F 3 q le Bol bn 


Fenny-Caſtle, in Wookey 421 
Filly-Street, in Staplegrove = 289 


Fiſh-Ponds, in Stoke-Lane 484 
Fitzoy, in Norton-Fitzwarren 271 
Flat- Holmes Iſland - = 609 
FLax-BouRTON = - 161 
Flax-Pool, in Crowcombe = $14 
Ford, in Bawdrip - - 91 

| —— in Norton-Fitzwarren = 271 
1:4 8 


- Foſſe: 
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PAGE 


F oſſe⸗Road - 433 
Foſscot, in Norton-St. Philip 371 
. Foulwille  — 197 
FoxcoTE S it — 349 
Foxhole Sauen 1-4 197 
Friary-Green, in Chancrhouſe- 66 
Hinton ö 3 
Fulford, in Pitminſter 22384 
th, in Kingſton 238 
Ne rn 242, 254 
G. | 
Calridg — . 
Ganton, in Wilton - 293 
Garldon, in Tolland © - "205 
Gateneberghe 88 61 
George St. in Banwell — 567 
s, or EaSTON.in GoRDANO 146 
—'S Tell - 237 
Godwyn's-Bower, in Bridgwater HA ” 5 
Gogeſtode 77 e 
Goldſoncot, i in Old Cleeve — 1 
Cotton, in Weſt-Monkton - 455 
Gournay-Slade, in Binegar - 412 
Greylake, in * 8 5 WW 
's Fos Wo. 
GEN TON — 429 
Grindbam, or e in Stawley 28 
RO Fs -in 
Brompton-Regis 502 
Haddon-Hill b i 
Har? || - 527 
Halsway, in Seger — 545 
Ham-Hicn - - | 
— Lav, or Nether _— [ 444 
„ WO 
— in Bridgwater N W100 g 
— in Muchelney 8 134 
— in Pilton 480 
— Green, i in Portbuxñ 142 
Hamö ridge, in Eaſt-Pennard ' - 478 
Parepath 1157289 n 
ee 4 L 


62 5 
Harf: PAGE 
or 
181 * {in Langford-Budvill 19 
HareTrREE-EaST - - 587 
Hartford, in Brompton-Regis 502 
Hartrow, in Stoguraber - 546 
Haſſage, in Wellow - 328 
HAwKRIDGE - - 529 
Cattle [(Note] - 629 
Hapes, in Wellow 2 
Haygrove, in Bridgwater - 81, 82 
Hays, in High- Ham - 444 
Heale, in Dulverton - 524 
HEATHFIELD - * 223 
Hedging 61 
Hele-Houſe, in South-Petherton 110 
in Bradford - 243, 244 
— in Orchard- Portman 283 
Henford- Matravers, in Yeovil 206 
HFHenlade, in Ruiſnton — 288 
Henly, in High-Ham 444 
 Heſtercombe, in Kingſton — - 258 
- Hewardswpke, in Ivelcheſter 299 
Higbwood, in Congreſbury 584, 585 
HILII-Biskors — 254 
FARE Nes — 256 
in Eaſt-Pennard - 478 
 HinToNn-CHARTERHOUSE = 366 
Abbey — 367 
and Nonxrox-LinzATv 365 
in Mudford 2 
in Wookey _ — 421 
Huckbam, in Lydiard St. Laurence 265 
Holbrook, in r 38 
Horrox D — 456 
—— Lydiard St. Lanny 265 
Hallam, in Dulverton - C06 
Hallw§ay, in Taunton. - 4:5 00S 
e in Pen 45. 
HoLTow - 4 453 
Hanibere, in Liltock - 333 
Honour Tithing, in Portbury + 142 
HokxBLOT Ton — 476 
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PAGE 
— Eaſt and V/eſt, in Wells 405 
Horſey, in Bridgwater — 85 
— Pighes = - 86 
Court, in Charlton-Mackarell 193 
Horwoed, in Wincaunton 2 32 
Houndmoor, in Milverton - 15 
Hursn CHAMPFLOWER — 530 
Hull, in Taunton <- = 233 
Hunſtile, in Chilton of NIN 89 
Duntyngernre - 59 
Huntworth, in North-Petherton 60, 71 
Hurcot, in Somerton — 182, 186 
Hurſt, in Martock „ 
HuTToN - 590 
Huxbam, in Eaft.Pentard ; 478 
IHycinge, in Ivelcheſter - 299 
Hyde, in Montacute — 314 

| I. 


Jack's Caſtle, in Kilmington 39 
Jailer's- Bridge, in South-Petherton 106 
Tafteck, in Chilton 


go 
Ford, in C eee 366 


Izeare, in Kingſton _— 258 
Ingliſhbatch, in Ingliſhcombe 340 
INGLISHCOMBE =- = = = 339 
Joneweye |ÞE-= = 59 
Jubbe's Court, in Wraxall 155 
ITvel- River — — 297 
IvELCHESTER 5 297 
Ttoythorn, in Street - 424 
| Wo! | 

Kally- Hill, in Oy = 421 
Kenn - 2 
Kentsford, 1n St. 5 492 
Kew St. — — | 593 

>= STOKE -;.--- 0 
K1LMINGTON — 
K1LTON - 5 531 
KiLvE - - A 532 
KincsDoN - 1 195 
Kingsmoor - a 197 


| 


: PAGE 
KincsToN, in Taunton-Dean | 
Hundred e e 1 355 
in Tintinhull Hundred 322 

Pitney, in Yeovil 207 

Kingswood,” in Stogumber 5846 
in Latton 616 

KIT TIsronod 124 


Knap-Dane, in Netilecombe 535 


EKnigbtcot, in Bruſhford = - 506 


 ——— in Ban well! 567 
Knoll, in Shepton-Montacute 45 
in Bawdrip - - 92. 
KNOwLE ST, GILES - 118 
in Long-Sutton 197, 198 
Lamb-Hill, in Eaſt-Harptree 5837 
Lambrook's-Hatch, in Milverton 18 
LAur ar 3 
Lanacre-Bridge, in 1 Withypoo! 557 
LancroRD-BUDVILLE "IS 
in Notton-Fitzwarren 271 
in Churchill - 579 
E 0 
Weſtoutr 1 7 131 


| Langridge, i in Bruſhford =. © 506 


Larford, in Crowcombe an 


Leather⸗Barrow, in W 
ton- Regis 4 


Leghe — — 
LXIOR-ABBZO rs 7 | 
Down © - TEM Rs 
— lf Lydiard St.) 6c 
—— — Wet \ Lavrence 2 +l 
—— Militis - — 241 
——— Middle in Street 424 
. Lower 12 | 
in Old-Clee re 511 
in Crowcombe - 514 
—  -— 1n-Pitminſter - 284 


Leighland, in Old-Cleeve - 11 


Lemasfield, in Camerton - = 332 


—— ?OmD232v— . ͤOöAͤ4 „„ ͤ« 


—— Huntly, in Yeovil 


MazxTock Hundred - I 

Pariſh - 2 
Meade's-Place, in Wraxall - 155 
Medyate, in Camerton - 332 


Melcombe-Paulet, in N orth-Petherton 
e, or Boomer = 73 


Wendip-Foreſt, perambulation of * ; 
Werfranford — So 197 


Micnazr's Sr. or Mienakl- hn en 99 


207 
Marſhall Elm, in Street — 424 
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PAGE PAGE 
Leverſdown, in Thurloxton 102 | Middiford-woed, in Lydiar St. 165 
Liguum 2 83 Laurence 5 
Litsrock 5 533 Mropuzzov 
Limebridge-WWood, in Tickenham 164 | Midfora, in C harterhouſe-Hinton 360 
ILntiworon i x 218 Millhams, in Badialton FE 23 
Liney, in Weſton-Zoyland Y 440 MiLTon-Puppimone - 451 
Littleton, in Compton-Dunden 447 F. alconbr iage, in Martock 5 
Stoney in Wellow 326 in Wells aut. 405 
Lrrron 416 in Kewſtoke — $93, 596 
Load, or Long- Sink in * HI. 11 | MiLverTox Hundred ü 
— Bridge 4 Pariſh - 13 
Lockino - - 567, 594, 596 | — PEE” = ; 15 
Logworesborough F 311 Minſter-Land in Milverton 16 
London, in Old- Cleeve - Fir MonssILver „ $0000 
Long-Acre, in Middlezoy ec 442 MonxToN-WsT - 
2 ba 21 in Ninehead - 267 
Magna 5 E - . 309 
— Parva, Abbis or Temple LAM Priory - - 311. 
Lotiſham-Green, in Ditcheat 471, 472 Monteclefe⸗Callle, in Somerton 182 
- Zovelinch, in Milverton — 15 Moorland, in North-Petherton 60, 72 
Loxrox - 3 597 [ MoorLinca - — 449 
Ludney, in Kingſton 88 322 | MZounceaur-Caftle - TR 529- 
LvsToN ; - - 321 | Mvucnztney | - 4 Ei 
Tyde, in Yeovil - - 207 Ab 2 5 | 
LyprorRD-Ea3T - % - 196 MouprFroRD bey 2 220 
LYDIARD ST. LAURENCE =— 265 | Torry = . 221 
M. | N. | 
Maidenbrook, in Cheddon-Fitzpaine 245 | MNaileſbourne, in IT 233, 258 
Manſel, in North-Petherton 72 | Naitsza - 162 
Marſh-Court, in Wincaunton 33 Naiſþ- Houſe, in Wraxall - 155 


Neroche Foreſt, perambulation of 57 


Netbercot, in Lydiard St. . 265 


NETTLECOMBE - 535 
Newhall, in Holford - 457 
 NewmansStreet, in Doulting * 474 
Nrwrox ST. Lot - 341 
Comitis, or Weſt, in 6 
North-Petherton Fo OE 


Foreſter, in ditto - 61, 62 
Placey, in ditto - 7, 70 


—— Sermonville, in Yeovil 206 
NIN EHEA0D- 


Regis, in ditto = 70 


| 


— 


. - 
, | . 


—_— . 


4 
4 
« 


© — 8 2 


wg ee — 


NIxEHEAD-FLORY = 
— Eaſt, or Monks 
Nerthay, in Halſe 


Morthcote - - 


- Northern-Mill, in Winsford 


NorkTHOVER =— 
Non ron Sr. PaiLies 
Ferrers, Bonewood, 


Bowode . = 
— Wande! 
FiTZWARREN 
Veel - 
in Kew-Stoke 
O. 
OAkE - 


Oakbill, in Shepton-Mallet 
Oar, in Wookey - 
OrcD-CLexve — 
Old-Stock, in Mudford _ 
Oldmixon, in Hutton 
ORCHAaRD-PORTMAN 


"7 


cuman's — 
OTrzry © 1 


Otter River n 
OrrERTORD 3 


Owlknolle, in Nettlecombe 


P. 


Parbrook, in Eaſt-Pennard 
Park-Corner, in Charterhouſe-Hinton 366 
Parret River 
PawLET — - 


Gaunts _ - 
Pecting- Mil, in nn 
Peglinch — 

PEN-SEL WOOD 

— Pitts 

—— Mill, in Leovil 


 Penheved - - 


PennarD-EasT 
Little 
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Drhole, in North-Petherton 


; 


PAGE | 


267 


478 


3 
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| — Han | in Marock ds 


| PAGE 
Peter's-Tithing, in Portbury - 142 
PETHERTON-NORTH Hundred 53 
Pariſh — 54 
F 
| Forefi,perambulationof 59 
PeTHERTON-SouTH Hundred _ 
—— — Pariſh - 5 | 5 
Bridge - - _3, 106 
Pignes, i in Bridgwater .. On” 
Pill, in Eaſton, or St. George's 146 
PiLToN - 479 
Park - - 481 
Pipards, | in Charterhouſe-Hinton 366 
PITMINSTER = - 284 
Prreney Hundred — | 
RE: -.. F 2 5 
Pixton, in Dulverton — 523 
Poldon- Hill -, - 423 
. Poleſvill, in Milverton = 15 
Poleſbam, in Wells — 405 
PorTBury Hundred — 139 
— — Pariſn — 141 
Priors = 142 
PoRTISHEAD - 144 
Poundisford, in Pitminſter = 233. 285 
Preſtleigb, in Dal 474 
PRESTON — 222 
Abbey - - 224 
own * 223 
_ | in Milverton 15 
in pane 546, 54 
PRIiobo rx 418 
Prior s- Lands, in | Martock — 
Park Wood, in Pitminſter 28 5 
eee 1. in Wembdon 103 
Putſham, in Kilve = - 532 
PuxToN = - 598 
Pye-Hill, in Eaſt-Pennard e 
Pyke's- Afb 7 


— 
—— 


Coe Sc ee Gen owe _ OT wow wet Lv 0 mo EL ne nd ” — Up VE ay . Tc = ea we m — þ * p 


ä 


INDEX or PLACES in VOLUME III. 629 


PAGE PAGE 


Poon - | 483 || SevincTox Sr. Maxry, 123, 124 
Fig in Taunton St. * 289 Abbot's - 124 
4 G9 Shanks, in Cucklington 52 
Saneet : neat SHAPWICK - - 426, 463 | 
QuanTocksHeab-Easm - 497 nnr 5 3 
* Wisr 496 Shatwell, in Wincaunton 32 
Duarum-Begger r Sbeerſton, in North-Petherton 61, 72 
2 6 11} | 556 vita e — 125 
tabs a — MALLET - 4 | 
— Aounceaux | | Weſtern : * — 
R. SHePTON-MoNTACUTE - 
RavincToN - — $42 Upper = - 0 45 
Raleigh's-Down "= - 535 Lower < — 
Ratley, in Cortipttin:Billop 582 Sherborne, in Eaſt-Harptree 587 
Repne's St. Pill, near Crewkerne 126 Sherford, in Wilton * 294 
Richmont-Caſtle, 2 SHIPHAM 3 
Rickford, in Blagdon 569 Shiplade, in Beaton. - $71 
RimeToN ; — 288 Shipway, in Portbury * * 
Ringer -M ell, in Snderdan Op * — "_ = Ealt-Hlarptree 5 on 
bole, in Stogumber | EY 8 7 44 
. in 8 n. "HA 7  Glape, in Bridgwater - 85 
Road, in North-Petherton _ - 74 Smaldon, in Evercreech 413, 414 
Read-Water, i in Old-Cleeve 511 ö bill, in Win ſcombe 614 
Rodden, in Doulting | | —. *.. Smeath's-Moor, in Churchill 5 
Rodford © WP 7.5 331 || Soek, or Old Stock - 221 
Rolfton Eaſt and 101 1 Binwel 567 bins - 8 
Rooksneft, in Brompton-Ralph © 305 — Wyndbams - : 308 
Rowbear, in Nether-Stowey | 553 SomerTox Hundred 7 | 181 
ROwRER RW — ** 599 Pariſh =- > 
Rowdon, in Stogumber 5 547 Erleigh - 182, 185 
RviznTon” a 288 —— Rangoppb b 
Rumwell, in Hil-Bihops 8 254 Southarp, in South-Petherton 106, log 
RunninGTON - - 25 Pas in 1 2 2 
2 ; * | pargrove, in Batc — 467, 
Bylbwyll ; * Spec kington, in Y eovilton - 198, 200 
> hr Stan bro 83 
SaMroRD-ARUNDEL © - | 25 | Stancombe-Brook, in Flax-Bourton 161 
Sauprokp-Bu Er va 543 || STAPLEGROVE 233, 289 
Saye's-Place, in Marto ck 7 || - Stapleton, in Martock — 20 
Selwood-Foreſt, perambulation of 56 | Stavordale-Priory — 8 
SEVINGTON ST. MicHatL | STAWEL - - 431 
Vaus — | 123 | STAWLEY _ "We - 28 
— — Doi: — Stert, in Dulverton - 524 


Ver III. 4 M Stock, 
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: 2 | PAGE PAGE 
Stock, in Churchill - 579 | TaunTon-Dzan Hundred 225 
Stockbam, in Weſt-Bagborough 243 | . — Toon — 226 
STOCKLINCH-OTTERSEY - 115 | TELSFORD - - 362 
Steford, in Bradford - 244 | Tnonxx-Corrix - 322 
STOGUMBER - - $45 ST. MARGARET - 27 
SToxe-GiFFARD, or RODNEY 602 in Montacute 314 
ST, Mary 4 291 Thorncombe, in Bicknoller — 502 
TxISTER - | - "ag | Thorney, in Muchelney - 134 
UNDER HAMDEN — 315 Thorngrove, | in Middlezoy - 442 
Eaft 4 1 THURLOXTON = - 102 
—k \ — 315 Tick EN HA - - 164 
= Stoney, 1 in Shepton-Montacute 45 TinTINHULL Hundred — 297 
LANE . — Pariſh 308 
| —— Eaſt-End e Ei Tirbill-Park, in Wet-Baghorough 243 
—— Wef-End 484 Toanp 
. Bottom ; — —Eaſt | 7 5 51 7 
| Stoket, in 1 320, 321 in Milverton — 146 
Stonage, in Tickenham — 164 Torweſton, in Sandford-Bret 544 
Stone = -4 221 Tothill-Hoſe, in Downhed 475 
 SToxsx, in Eaſt-Pennard - 478 Toulton, in Kingſton er 
SroxꝝE and Yxovir hundred 203 | Tower-Head, in Banwell — 8 
STowey-NETHER = - 550 Tr ace- Bridge, in Stawley TR. 28 
Stratton-Over, in South-Petherton 106 Trendle, in Pitminſter 237, 284, 285 
Stoney, in Evercreech 415 | Trendle Caſtle, in Bicknoller 501 
Stream, in St. Decuman's - 486 Tripp, in Clatworthy _ 510 
STREET - - 423 || - Triſcombe, in Weſt-Bagborough 243 
— in Pylle - - 483 | - in Crowcombe_ _ .- 514 
Stretchill, in Pawlet - 101 | TRULL - 293 
SuTTON-LONG | : Tuckerton, 1 in 88 72 
Damer 8 97 Tinley, in Camerton 331 
MaLLFT = - 430 | Turk's-Caſfle, in Bicknoller 581 
in Ditcheat M Turlick-Mead, in Wooke 4420 
in Wincaunton 33 | Twinney, in Wellow — 328 
Swallowciiff oo - - $94 | TwivskToN =— - 347 
Swanmore - = +297 U. 
» S$ydenbam, in Bridgwater ang 3 | 
| 9 88 in Claworty  - 510 Vagg, Chilthorne-Demer 297 
A0 — Common = — 1332 
T. N Vellou, in Stogumder 546 
Takelſione = „1 | Yexford Higher and Lower, in) 
Tarnick, or Turnock, in Badg-? Scr Stogumber 215 ih: 547 
| | worth = 5 5. 567 Uirsdon - 07 
, 2 8 fours in * St. 1 265 | Upcot, in Hill-Biſhops 256 
We | 1 be * Urea, 


0 


INDEX 


Upcot, in Ninchead - 4 
UPniLL 
Upley, in Stanley 2 
UyrTon Þ 
Urgaſhay, in Weſt-Camel 

W. 
Wake's-Tower, in Clevedon - + 
Walford, in Weſt-Monkton - 
Wallcombe, in Wells - 
Walpole, in Pawlet = - 
WaLToN ix GoRDAno — 
Wangike © - 140, 
WauiTLey Hundred - 
Waſhford, in Old-Cleeve - 
WATCHET — 8 
Water, in Crowcombe — 


Watergore, in South-Petherton 


' Waterlip, in Doulting — 


Weacombe, in St. Aran 8 
Wearne- Pitney © 

Wellisford, in Langford-Budville 
WzLLow Hundred - 
Pariſh — — 


WzrLs-Foxum Hundred =: ., 
—— City - — 
— Eaſt — 

WzMBpon - 


Wik-End, in Se A ane 88 
Weſt- Park-wood, in W in 4 | 
Gordano ACEC . 


WesTBURY - anke 
Weſtcombe, in Batcombe — 


Weſter-Skirdal, in Chipſtaple 
Wrsrox ix GORDANO — 
ZOYLAND - 
——— $UPER-MARE — 
Weſtowe, in Lydiard St. Laurence 
Weſtwick, in Banwell 3 


Weſtwood, in e N 
WHEATHILL 

Whiteball, in Seinford-Arendet 
Whitemore, in Staplegrove 


PAGE 
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EO : PAGE 
Whiteoxmead, in Wellow 327 
WHITESTANTON = 2 126 
WuiTLty Hundred e 
M bitnell, in Wells 1 405 
WuarTsToxne Hundred - 459 
Wick, or WEEK Sr. LAUREN RE 611 
— in Portbury THISE 142 
in Camerton - 331 
Witklond, in Norton-Fitzwarren 272 
Widcombe, in Montacute — 313 
Wigborough, in South-Petherton 107, 110 
Wigden, in Yeovil . = 207 
Willet, in Elworthy - $25 
WiLLiTON - — 487 
FREEMANxORS Hundred 485 
Fulford - - 88 
— * — — | . 4 
WIL rod 4 294 
WincaunToNn — < 31 
Mindenreid⸗Mede 4x - 56 
WinscomBE = * 612 
WIxSsronop — - 555 
Boſun 
—4 5 556 
Wnt-Hill,'in Banwell ' -. 55g 
Miner bead, in Shipham  < 601 
| Winterſtoke = 1 
| WinTERSTOKE Hundred - 7 $59 . 
Witcombe, in Martock $3 -OTRIVY 
WaTaizL-FLony - © ©1295 
— ——— in Eaſt-Pennard 478 
WIrV TOO. — — $57 
Wiveliſcombe-Barrow - 502 
Wiventon, in Comptan- Biſhop 582 
Walcombe, in Portbury = 142 
Weolmer/don, in North-Petherton 71 
Mood. Advent, in Nettlecombe 540 
Wlood-Court, in Mudford - 222 
Woodborough, in Wellow - 326 
. — in Winſcombe 613 
Woodford, in Monkfilver - 534 
Ldloodcpring⸗ Priory - 894 
uin - - 
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IP AGB 
Wookey-Hole - 14419 
WooLavincTon = . >: .-- 437 
Whoolford's- Hill, or Oversbill, 66 

Banwell 8 TERS by 507 
Moolſton, in Bicknoller - 501 
Wen 1481 V 

Bury ichs ni 10 
Hill - Vi 2 614 
Worminſter, in Wells 405 
Worth, in Allen — 1288 
WRAXALL - - 155 
on the Foſſe - 471 
> 


Yarborough, in Banwell - 567 


PAGER — 
Yard, in Ivelcheſter 298, 300 
Yardley, in Wookey =— 421 
ve arleycombe, in Winsford - 5558 
Yarnfeld, in — - 41 
\ YarTToON 2. - 616 
Yeo River - ENT. 3 
YEoviL - 8 203 
Yzovigron x * =, 198. 
Yow River 584 
—— Woe, in Congreſbur "584, 585 
Z. 
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ADDITIONS and CORRECTIONS 


TO VOLUME n. 


PAGE 


15. line 18. after iſſue, read N 

26. I. 36. for Manly, r. Manley. 

27. Thorn-St.-Margaret, I. 23. r. The Rev. Robert Wilſon is the preſent incumbent. 

38. Within this pariſh is Hor ROORE, a hamlet and manor formerly belonging to 
the Hungerfords. 

39. Note *, for eugraving, r. engraving. 

41. |. 27. f. the Rev. r. the Hon. and Rev. 

51. CuckLiNnGTon. CLAYHANGRE was a manor of the Lords Montacute. 

64. laſt line, for Poictu, read Poictou. 

70. The manor of Weſt-Newton belonged to the Cheeks of Dorſetſhire, afterwards 
to the family of Phelips. 


71. I. 29. From this Jordan Ruffus, or le Rouſe, there is a pedigree of the family of 


Popham, of twenty-five deſcents, down to the preſent repreſentatives thereof. 
75. I. 5. This ſeems to be only a legendary tradition; the origin of iſlands being 
referable to natural rather than artificial cauſes, 
$3. 1. 38. for Atheley, read Athelney. 

100, I. 3. f. Bacou, r. Bacon. 

106, Note*. This elegy was written by the Rev. Mr. Gerard. 

139. for ſe cluded, r. ſecluded. 

154. |. 17. r. James William Hippiſley Trenchard, eſq. 

165. 1. 27. dele with. 

168, 1. 35. It was Sir Thomas de Clevedon that was here interred. 

225. I. 16. for Lidiard, r. Lydiard. 

226. Note, Roman coins have notwithſtanding been ſometimes diſcovered here. 

233. Title, for Taunron, r. Taunton. 

243. I. 21. r. Alexander Popham, ejq. 

251. 1. 24. for Runſton, r. Ranſton. Ibid. 1. 29. for Aug. 5. r. Aug 8. 

264. 1. 6. for Tettonin, r. Tetton in. | 

272. firſt line, for Jo hnhis, r. John bis. 

283. 1. 14. r. Henry William Berkeley Portman, eſq. 

284. Blagdon in Pitminſter, dele the Dome/day extract. 

289. laſt line, for brat, r. bar. 

331. 1. 29. There are four manors within this pariſh, viz. CaMmtrTON, Dircort, Pro- 
LINCH, and CREEDLINGCor, the firſt and laſt of which are tithings. The 
ſecond, viz. Dircot, belonged to the chantry of Croſcombe, and after the diſſo- 

Vor. III. 4N lution 
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lution was granted by King Edward VI. to Sir John Thynne, who granted it to 
Geoffrey Upton, whoſe deſcendant George Upton fold it to one Byſſe. 44 Eliz. 
Byſſe granted the ſame to John and Richard Lanſdown, one of whom releaſing 


all his right to the other, the whole was purchaſed in 1647 by John Carew, eſq; 
from whom it defcended with the manor of Camerton. 
For PzcLincH, fee page 327. 


347. Title, for Melow, r. Mellow. 

349. 1. 19. dele of. 

369. I. 1 and 8. for abbey, r. priory. 

398. 1. 35. f. finſhed, r. Jiniſhed. 

399- I. 8. Mention is made in Ducange's Gloſſary of a clock ſomewhat ſimilar to this 
at Wells, but of a much more ancient date. 'Tradunt tamen Annales Francorum, 
anno 807, Aaronis Perſarum Regis Legatos inter cætera munera, Carolo M. artuliſſe 
Horologium, ex aurichalco arte mechanica confectum, in quod 12 horarum curſus ad 
clegſidram vertebatur ; cum totidem æreis pilulis, quæ ad tompletionem borarum decide- 
bant, & caſu ſuo Subjettum fi fibi cymbalum tinnire faciebant, additis in eodem tjuſdem 
numeri equitibus, qui per 12 feneftras, completis boris, exibant, & impulſu egreſſionis 
ſue iotidem feneftras, que Prius erant aperte, claudebant. | 

- 404. transfer note to page 405. 

429. Moorlinch. In this pariſh was Berle, or Spraule's mead, (afterwards called Burtle- 
houſe ) a priory, and a cell to Glaſtonbury-abbey; the ſite of which was granted 
7 Edw. VI. to James and John Biſſe; but both the manor and fire were ſoon 
after in the poſſeſſion of the Portman family. The chapel here was dedicated 
to St. Mary and St. Stephen, Ad. de Domer. in Auctuur. 656. 

513. Note *. This farm is in the pariſh of Over-Stowey, and was anciently a chace of 


the Courcis. 
531. 1. 29. for Dunſter, r. Bridgwater. 
578. 1. 25. for ſine, r. fince. 
591. 1. 2. The right has been diſputed. 
599. l. 2. Afﬀter curacy, r. and a peculiar. 
617.1. 31. r. George Penroſe Seymour, eſq. 
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GENERA L 


PRINCIPAL MATTERS, PERSONS, and FAMILIES. 


A. VOL, PAGE | 
BAROVUOR, of North-Barrow ii. 63 
Abbey, of Athelney 1. 87 
WY Banwell ni. 566 
Bath - . 54 


— Brewton - 1. 214 
Cleeve - i. 511 


— — Frome - - = 1. 186 
— Glaſtonbury . 240 
Keynſham - - ii. 402 


Muchelney - - iu. 134 
AcLand, of Fairfield - - = i. 256 
Agility, miſerably rewarded - iii. 440 
Agreement, curious - — 1. 142 
Alb, a monaſtick garment ii. 251, note 
ALDHELM ST, = - — Ut. 473 
ALFOXTON, of Alfoxton - — 1. 264 
AlrRED King, his concealment at Athel- 
ney Introd. xxiv. i. 86 
founds a monaſtery there 1. 86 
convenes the nobles in Selwood 


11. 196 

defeats the Danes ibid. 
ALGaR, ſon of Earl Leofric - ii. 36 
St. his ſepulchre -< ii. 189 


Alien Counteſs of Lancaſter forcibly 
carried away = e  .- 1 
ALLEIN RICHARD = — iii. 473 


i. 118, 170 


Aum Nin 


ARUN D BL RoGtR =—- - 


INDEX 


VOL, PAGE 


Alps of Somerſetſhire = — it 1 
ALTA VILLA de, or HauTviLLe family 
11. 106, 107 

Amulet, remarkable i. 87 
ANGER, of Angers-Leigh = iii. 241 
AnsGER the Cook iii. 533 
Ar-Abau, of Barrow-Gournay ii. 309 
Arch, armorially decorated - ii. 384 
Archer, his pay per diem iii. 279 n. 
ARTHUR King, his grave — li. 240 
ARTHUR, of Clapton - — tt. 177 
ll. 497 
ARuNDEL, of Sampford-Arundel iii. 26 
ASBERRY, an obſcure miniſter, anec- 
dote of - — ü. 215 
Aſh Tree denominates a place in. 273 
ASSER, preceptor to King Alfred's chil- 
dren = =- — _- ü. 493 
As rox de, of Long-Aſhton - ii. 296 
ATHELSTAN King, his character ii. 430 
Athelwine s r. i. 86 
ATHERTON Jonx, Biſhop of Waterford 
and Liſmore = -=— 


- Ut. 93 
Avalox, title of = i. 269 
AUBERVILLE ROBERT - | 0 #41 
Ave Maria preſerved - — li. 384 
AvuDLey family = - = iii. 552 
AVENANT, of Wood-Avenant iii. 540 


B. BABIRNO TON, 
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B. vol. PAGE vor. PAGE 
BANG TON, of Babington - ii. 450 BeSILLEs family _ + - iii. 504 


Bacon Rockx, the celebrated philoſo- 

pher - - — iii. 304, 305 
BaviaLToN, of Badialton - iii. 22 
Balousk, of Backwell ii. 306. ili. 347 
BAKER Rev. THOMAsã, 
WILLIAM, 

BAMF VIDE, of Heſtercombe 


10 Ilton i. 49 


111, 263 


90, 91 
Banner, uſed in monaſteries 11. 251, n.“ 
Baptiſm, of Pagans at Aller - ili. 188 
BaRET TrHoMas, biſhop of Knachdune 
i. 179 
BaRrNaARD, of Downſide ili. 463, 464 
Barons of Somerſet = Inutrod. xxvi 
BasIncs family = = ii. 46. iii. 492 
Battle of Aller-Moor - — iii. 189 
Boroughbridge - i. 85 
Langport = = iii. 133 
Lanſdown - . - - 1. 156 
Marſhall's Elm - - iii. 424 
Pen-Selwood - — iii. 43 
Sedgmoor - - — iii. 77 
— Start- Point = 1. 249 
Winſcombe - = ij. 612 
Wint-hill - = WW. 559 
BavpRiy, of Bawdrip - — wt. 91 


Beacons, remarkable - ii. 5, 105 
Bead-Roll, what N 
BEAUCHAur, of Hatch- Beauchamp i. 44 
BzeaumonrT, of Elworthy — iii. 525 
BREAUPINE THOMAS de - =— . 4 
BECKINGTON, Biſhop T Hom as, his birth- 
place 
Bell ſtolen from a church tower i. 143 
Bell-ringing, metrical rules of - ii. 336 
Benefits accruing to ſociety from the cul- 
tivation of provincial hiſtory 
Preface vii, viii, ix 
BERKELEY family iii. 275—282 
BERKLVY ALEXANDER de, a celebrated 
— 8 „ Hi. 204 


Weſton-Bampfylde ii. 89, 


ii. 198. iii. 385, n.. 


BewsHINe JoHnN, chirurgical writer i. 147 
Bible, ſtolen by the Parliament troops, 
ll. 355 


Biccomse, of Crowcombe iii. 515, 516 


Bicop, of Marſton-Bigot - ii. 213 
BikELy family - „„ i oo 
BincHam, of Sutton-Bingham ii. 350 


Birds, miraculouſly decent at Godney 
11. 273 

Birth, prolifick - - 1. 13 
extraordinary i. $3, n. 
Biſhops of Wells - - mt. 7% Ds 
Bath = - 1. 379 
Glaſtonbury = iii. 380 
Bath and Wells iii. 380—390 
Bissz Rev. Dr. PRILIr, of Spargrove 
111. 467 

BLapup King, traditional account of 
i, 65 not * 

BLakE RoBERT the famous Admiral 
ili. 82 

BLver, of Hinton-Bluet - ii. 144 
Bond military, a ſingular one ii. 208. n. 
Boxnp Rev. Jonx, maſter of Taunton 
ſchool - Fe 


ill. 239 

Bonp GROROE, Lord-mayor of London 
| lll. 293 
Bondland, its ſignification - ili. 233 


Bones, gigantick - 
BoxviLLE, of Chewton i. 56. ii. 116 
Bordarii, who =. Job HOG” 
BorzLER, Earls of Ormond - ii. 435 
BoTzeviLLE, of Langford-Budville iii. 19 


1. 189. iii. 370 


BorRRAUx of North-Cadbury ii. 66 
Bovate, its ſignification ii. 20, n. 
BouxchiEx family — lis 391 
BraDney, of Bradney - iii. 92, 93 
BRATTON, of Bratton - ii. 31 
Bravuncn, of Frome-Braunch ii. 187 
BRENT FALK dle - i. 261 
BRN, of Coſſington - — iii. 434 
BrzTT, of Thorncombe — iii. 501 


BRET r, 
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VOL, PAGE 

Br, of Sandford-Bret ili. 543 

BRETEL, of Aſhbrittle i. 41 

BRT, of Whiteſtanton — iii. 127 
Rev. RichARD is 


BxREwER, or BrIwERE family i. 53. iii. 78 
BzIpcts, of Keynſham ii. 404—498 
BRIDOCwATER Rev. Jonx, of Porlock 


i 11. 40 
BRIEN family — - i. 179 
BRIOETrORD, of Bruſhforfd — ili. 507 
BRTTASRHR, of Thrubwell — . 314 
Brook, of Brook-Ivelcheſter ili. 302 
Browne Rev. S1MoN — ii. 461 
BuckLand, of Buckland ii. 452, 454 
BuckLand RALPH - -' ü. 141 


Bupecumse, of Butcombe - ii. 313 
BuLL Biſhop GroR ili. 152, 411 
BuLLoicne, Earls of 11. 80. ii. 4 
Burgheriſth, what - — iii. 230 
BuRGHERSH family - ili. 352 
BuRLaNnD, of Steyning - i. 256 
Burner. family „„ 2 4008 
Burning of the Hill, a puniſhment among 

the miners - - UL 374 
Bussy Rev. Dr. Rich, the cele- 


brated ſchool-maſter 1 


Byam Rev. Hzwzr, of Luckham ii. 24 
BykEror p, of Bygfold - ii. 133 


| C. 
Camp, at Badialron = — iii. 23 


- Blacker's-hill ä. 127 
Bow-ditch = - ü. 96 
Brent-knoll - i. 196 
Burwalls - - 11. 298 

Cadbury, or Camalet caitle = ii. 71 
in Tickenham = iii. 164 


in Yatton = — iii. 616 


Doufeborough-caſtle i. 261 
on Hamden-hill - iii. 310 
Hawkridge-caſtle iii. 529. n.“ 


Cow-caſtle - - tt. 20 
Doleberry-caftle = iii. 579 


VOL, PAGE 

Camp, Jack's-caſtle - wt. 39 
Lanſdown - += be HS 
———  Maſbury-caſtle - ji. 449 
— May's Knoll - 1. 108 


Mounceaux-caſtle - iii. 529 


. Neroche-caſtle - '-% all 
Porlock „ 
Saliſbury-hill - i. 99 
Small-down hill, in Evercreech 

itt. 413 
Smaldon-hill, in Winſcombe, 

iii. 614 

Stanton-Bury — tt. 438 
Stokeleigh = — 1. 289 
Tedbury - - — ii. 206 
Trendle-caſtle — Ut. 501 
Turk's-caſtle = ji. 501 

ä Wadbury - — ü. 461 
Wiveliſcombe - ü. 488 
Worle-Berry — iii. 610 
CAuro-FLoR Do de, or CHAMPFLOWER 
family — - 1. 219. iii. 5 30 
CAMVILLE, of Charlton-Camville ii. 356 
Canvpos family - = Ji. 550, 551 


Cangi, a Belgick tribe Introd. xxiii. 

i. 231. iii. 420 
Cax Lurz, of Chilton-Cantelo ii. 339 
Car Exo, of Capenor- court iii. 145 


CaRA Dock, or NRwrox, of Eaſt Harp- | 


tree 2 Gl ii. 588 
Carantacus, a Britiſh Saint ii. 2 


CAR EN, of Fayroke and Toomer 


ii. 203, 366, 367, 368, 383. in. 207 


Carew, of Camerton and Crqwcombe 
lll, 331, 332, 333, 516, $17 

Carnedd, a Britiſh monument iii. 337 
Carucate, what i. 5 
Carvings, groteſque - i. 201. iii, 272 
Cary, of Gotton - - lit. 455 
Cas auso Rev. Dr. Mzxic iii. 572 
Caſtle, Bridgwater - — iii. 76 
Brompton-Bury = iii. 502 
Cary - ü. 52, 53 
: Caſtle, 
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VOL. PAGE 

Caſtle, Dunſter < - 1, 13 
Enmore 1 
Farley - tit. 735 
Fenny = - iii. 421 
Ingliſhcombe — iii. 340 

Midford - -": % © 

Nunney = - 11. 216 
Portiſhead-Point Introd. xlvi. 

111. 144 

Richmont — i. 587, 589 
—— Stoke-Courcy > 1 BIY 
—— Stowey = - Ut. 550 
Taunton - — iii. 227 
Torweſton = iii. 544 
Walton ili. 169 
Catacombs, remarkable ii. * ili. 189 
Cathedral of Wells - - iii. 398 
Cathedraticks, explained = iii. 586. n.“ 
Cattle, ancient price of - ii. 476 
Cave, of Wookey - — ili. 418 
— - Williamof Worceſter' $ 


whimſical deſcription of iii. 419. n. 
Caverns, tremendous 1. 35. iii. 418, 587 
Cauſeways, monaſtical i. 183. iii. 442 
CziLy, of Charlton — „ 
Celtick monuments = i. 433 
Cxxpic, a Saxon chief — ü. 471 
Chair monaſtick — — &. $1 
Crnameneys, of Orchardley ii. 223 


CHANCELLOR MATTHEW, his dream 
11, 266 


Chapter-houſe in monaſteries ii. 2 50.n.?. 


Chara#ers, differently pourtrayed iii. 
| 281. n. 

CRnaRLETON Dr. WALTER iii. 461 
CHARNOCR Tous, the noted Roſi- 
crucian = — — i. 234 
Cnarnau William Pirr, Earl of 
i. 25 

Cnxpper family - - Hi. 575 
Cheſiple, a monaſtic garment, ii. 251. n. 
Cnzyney family = i. 244. ii. 376 


Cnokx, of Long-Aſhton 


. CoLLEs, of Barton 


VOL. PAGE 
CL rox, of Chilton = iii. 89 


ll. 291, 434 
Church, ſolitarily in ruins = iii. 171 
ſtrewed wich graſs on Whit- 

funday - + = - - lik. 620 
—— -— wardens their hiſtory i. 89. n.“ 
| yard, remarkably ſmall i. 143 
elegant - ü. 233 
* demoliſhed i. 16, 31, 38, 125, 

171. ii. 160, n. b. 203. lit. 16, 


301, 307 


CavacutlL family - li. 580 
Churchſet, what - ji. 230 
CIRENCESTRE T HOMAS de 1 - 


Ciſt⸗aaen < i. 101 
CLARKE, of Chipley iii. 15, 267—269 
Ciaveisnay, of Clavelſhay ill. 73 
CLAvILLE, of Clavelſhay iii. 72 
Cliffs, of Chedder = i. $73, 574 
CLIvEDON, of Clevedon i. 223, iii. 167 
Chck aftronomical in Wells cathedral 


ll. 254. iii. 399 


Cloiſters i in monaſteries ii. 250. n. 
CLoTwoRTHY, of Clatworthy iii. 50g 
Coal-mines, different ſtrata in ll, 145 


Cocks, of Coker — = ü. 343 


Corrix, of Thorn-Coffin iii. 322 
Coo Ax, of Huntſpill . - H. 390 
Coiners, a noted afylum of — ii. 194 
Coit,-a huge one - j. 432 
Cort, Rev. —_ the Dorſetſhire hiſ- 

torian — ü. 304 


Coliberti, what - 4. 106. n. 
College, a famous one, its foundation 

iii. 316 
— at Wells — ji. 383 
iii. 285—287 


CoLUMBERS family i, 2 $4» $51 


Combe, romantick „ *. 320 ** 
| Common, obtained by a curious Penance, 
ii. 9. n. 
Confeſſional Curious — ii. 162 
Congar St. - in. 584 


Conqueſt 
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Conqueſt of England by the Romans 


ConsTaBuLo de ROBERT ii. $14 
Conviviality Monkiſh - i. 199 
Cope, a monaſtick garment ii. 251. n. 
Cornua-Ammonis, remarkable concretions 
of — = — ü. 374 
their Monkiſh hiſtory 
ii. 400, 401 

Cornwall, duchy of L--43% 3. 139 
Coryar Rev. Gonk, of Odcombe 
K 3as 

Tromas, the traveller ii. 325 
Cotarii, how diſtinguiſhed from the 


Bordarii — i. 106. n.“ 

. CoTzLz family — - 11. 330 
Cove, a very romantick one 11. 4. 
Counties, why disjointed, and intermixed 
with others — = ii. 370 

_ Covxcy family - - i. 250 
CovaTnwey family - - ii. 160 


CouTances GeryRey biſhop of i. 120 
Cranes, viſitors of the marſhes ii. 207 
Crocomss, of Crowcombe lil, 515 


1 
Danes, their invaſions of this country 


CxoMwWELL OLIVER, original letter of 


üi. 357. n. 

Crooks, a method of conveyance ii. 34 
Croſſes, origin of their erection i. 224.n.* 
Crowrnorne, of Sutton-Crowthorne 
it. 88 

Crucifir - = UH. 251. n. 
CupworTn Rev. Dr. Rata iti. 189 
Cure, of Creech St. Michael i. 76 
CuLTvRa de, family - ii. 222 
CunTEviLLE family - iii. 518 
Cuftoms ancient - 1H, 180. iti. 586 


Cuthbert St. - - 4.96 


Currz, of Burnet ' = ii. 415 
D. 
Dacus, or Dexn15, of North-Petherton 


i. 


VOL, PAGE 


Intrad. xxiv. i. 35. ii. 35. iii. 487, 609 
bones diſcovered ti. 535 
DANIEL SAMUEL, the poet 11. 20 1. iii. 239 


D*Avsentxy, of South-Petherton ii. 446. 


ii. 107 

Dr Al xo, or Daxno family ii. 290, 422 

Dz La Har, of Huntſpill ii. 393 

DE La LyNDR, of Broomfield i. 72 

Dz LA Merz, of Nunney-Delamere 

ii. 218 

Dz LA Monk, or ByTHEeMoORE family 

i. 185 
D'Evexcy, of Brimpton-D'Evercy 

Ul, 214 


| Deanery of Wells - - 1. 189 


Decoys - = Ui. 417; 592, 606 
Decuman St. — iii. 486 


Deluge, veſtiges of - 1. 276 


DznzBavp, of Hinton-St.-Gearge 


i. 63, 166 


Dznzvs, of Sock-Dennis © iii. 307 
Depopulation, remarkable inſtance of ii. 27 
DEvxREAVUx, Earl of Saliſbury iii. 366 
Dignitaries of the Church of Wells 


ii. 396, 397 


| DinanT, or Dix HAM, of Corton and 


Buckland-Dinham ii. 361, 362, 452 
Divitiacus, King of the Sueſſones 
TIntrod. xxii. 


Dod rox, of Dodington ni. 518 


Dogs, expeditation of i. 207, n.“ 
Dole, a cuſtom ſtill exiſting iii. 586 


Domeſday-Book, illuſtrated i. 5. n. 
Donation, extravagant - 1. 162 
 Donwerr, of Dunweer =— iii. 8 5 


Dormitory in monaſteries ii. 251. n. 
Defils, a carriage for manure il. 34 
Dorix Dr. Joan, of Kingſdon iii. 195 
Dowal WALTER DE ü. 390 
Drew, of Stanton-Drew 1. 434 
Droves, roads through the marſhes ſo 
called - - i. 185, iii. 596 

DuGDaALE 
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DvcpaLE Rev. Dr. James ll. 144 


DUMMERE, of Chilthorne-Domer iii. 217 


Toomer — l. 366, 368 
DvuzBorovucn, of Heathfield iii. 253 
Dvxv1LLE, of Compton-Durville iii. 1 10 
Dyer James, of Wincaunton iii. 33. n. 

Dyve Sir Lewis, = - iii. 336 


E. 


Earthquakes - 262, 265. iii. 95 


EpincTon, of Edington ili. 433 


Ebrrn, Queen of Edward the Confeſſor 


ili. 3 
ELa de Loncesees, Counteſs of Saliſ- 


bury - ili. 184, 367 
Elegy, on two children drowned iii. 106. n. 
Elevated ſituation — - 1. 471 
Elixir found at Glaſtonbury ii. 266. n.* 
Elm tree denominates a place iii. 273 
ELPHEGE, archb. of Canterbury i. 166 


EnGaiNnE VITALIS — iii. 615 
ERLEIOR, of Beckington and Somerton- 
Erleigh — ii. 198. ii, 18 5 
Errors Norman in orthography i. 79. 
111, 326 
Eſcape remarkable from a cannon ſhot 
1. 146 
Eſquire, his daily ſtipend iii. 277. n. 
EsSTRE RICHARD DEL - = 1. 237 
EvERaARD, of Luxborough tl. 25 
Every, of Cotthay - ii. 24 
Sir StMox, of Chard ii. 475 
Ewyas Barons of = - i. 419 
Excavations in the earth, not always 
military = - lll, 43 
Excurſions nautical of the Abbots of 
Glaſtonbury - ,,.- 1 493 
ExEcesTRE BALDWIN. DE = i. 454 
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3 — Combe — 111, 522 

— Combe-Sydenham 
itt. N 548 
Orchard-W ndham 
lil. 448 


Now HUMPHREY iii. 22 


Tabernacles three, in churches i. 39. 


i. 125 
TaLZor, of Heathfield = iii. 253 
TanToxe de family — ti. 239 
Teazels, cultivation of - 1. 206 
Thanes, vdo - i. 5 
Tazyns, of Aſhton-Theynes, ii. 299 
THORLAKESTON, of Thurloxton..ui, 102 
Thorn holy — . 265 | 
conſpicuous - It. 351 
Trorn, of Thorn. St.-Margaret iii. 27 
TickzxHAu, of Tickenham iii. 164 
T1LLy, of Harptree = 11. 141 
Timber, places denominated from ii. 43. 
lll, 273 


GENERAL INDEX. 


| 


| WALDEGRAVE, of Chewton 


647 


vor. FAGE 
Torr, of Torrells-Preſton iii. 16 
TosT1, Earl of Northumberland iii. 555 


Toucner family - - Iii. 552 
Trees ſubterraneous 1. 182, ü. 272 
TrEGoZ, of Chelwood ii. 419 


T RENCHARD, of Abbots-Leigh iii. 154 
T'xeveLYAN,of Nettlecombe iii. 539,540 


TREWITHOSE SIMON de - ii. 135 
T'xiverT, of Chilton-Trivet iii. 89, 92 

Sir THOMAS - IM. 75 
Trophy Roman i. 216. iii. 420 


Tumbrell, diſpute concerning iii. 460 


Tumuli remarkable i. $5. ii. 318. 
tl. 339 

Turf-pits = - L 194 
Twyrnino, of Cayford - 1. 189 
— ANKERETTE, inhumanly put 
to death — - 11. 190 
TrwTz, of Halſwell and Chelvy i. 80. 
il, 317 

V. 

VALLETORT family — i. 239 
ValInus de, or VAus family ii. 172 
Uault ſubterranean = ü. 263 
VXEI, of Norton-Veel = lit. 272 
Ueil monaſtick '- U. 251, n.“ 
Verderers of Mendip — lit. 375 
VERNAI, of Fairfield „ 
Vicars choral of Wells Hit. 403, n. 
Uillanes, who - „ 
Uinepards Introd. xv. i. 187. 
ii. 244, n. 

Uirgate, what - „ 
VI OIL Pol vponx the hiſtorian iii. 404 
Vifions portentous 1 39 
Vrvonia de family — ü. 116 
Urn, pathetically inſcribed - i. 25 
Wapnam, of Merrifield i. 7, 8, 48, 49 
W axz, of Dowliſn- Wake iii. 119 
ü. 117 


WALEIS, 


3 : VOL. PAGE 
WarLE1s, of Woolavington It. 438 
Talnut-tree, miraculous - ii. 265 
WaLRoND, of Langridge - i. 132 
Wars; of Cathanger - 1. 41 
Langridge 2 
WaNDESTRIE ODO de - U. 229 
Warrant curiouſly inhuman Introd. xlvii 


Wars, of Briſlington — 1. 411 
Heftercombe = ili. 259 
Water miraculous = ii. 266 


Ways various of writing names 1. 266, n.“ 


TUedding lapideous = ü. 433 
WELLESLEGH, of Wells-Leigh iii. 405 
Tells, pilgrimages to — iii. 104 
Wert family = - 1. x85 


WHALESBOROUGH, of Nettlecombe 


White money, what — i. 75, n.“ 
hpte St. = ii. 441. iii. 126 
W1GGEBERE, of Wigborough iii. 110 
W1LFR1D, biſhop of York = i. 189 
WiNnTER, of Clapton ii. 178 
W1ITTOKESMEDE Jon — 11. 327 
Uulgad, ancient recipe for making $132 
1. 4005. n. 
Wopx, of Wood-Avenant - iii. 540 
Worsty Cardinal - ii. 219 
Wookey family 8 


* 


ii. 421 


— GENERAL INDEX. 
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Wootavixoron, of Woolavington 
nt. 438 
8 of Wraxall ili. 156 
WroTaran family — i. 41. iii. 63 
WrorTae family - iii. W 6 
Tlultric St. ii. 331. 
War Sir THM s — i. 75 
Wyxe, of Ninchead-Flory = iii. 267 
Court de Wick — iii. 617 

Wrn DHAM, of OE NOIR 
iii. 489 


Kentsford - ji. 492 


- — Trent - ii. 381, 387 
— Wiveliſcombe ii. 490 
Wrrazs, of Wheathill — iii. 450 

SY 

Yea, of Pyrland - lit. 289 
Zeomen of en their character 
ii. 586 
pew-trees, their uſe in pariſh church. 
yards . L 13, n., 
ancient = iii. 143 
Yonex, of St. George's = lit. 149 
YverTHoRnN, of Ivythorn = iii, 424 

27 

Zovœhx, of Caſtle-Cary 


ü. 55 


Ex RATUn. In the Extract from Ducange, Additions and Correcuons to vol. iii, for in quod, read in quo. 


